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BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE • * 

of thi^ Bullion Committee; 

IN A SERIES or Lrt’TElfS 

• TO THE • 

TRADE.SM.EN AND FAJI.MERS * • 
IN AND NE.4R SALISBURY. 


Letter l^XW. 

The Subject of Depreciation discussed —^jL.ord 
Stanhope’s Bill—Lord King’s j^otice to 
his Tenants. 

Gentlemen, * 

The foregoing Letter we began with 
proposing to discuss the question of depre» 
datum, \)ut were stftjiped'by the desire of 
showing how childish, and, indeed, how 
ynjtist it was in oTir government to com¬ 
plain of the. endeavours said to he nsed 
liX the Prench for destroying our paper- j 
money, .seeing The endeavours which were * 
used here to destroy the Assignats in 
France. VYe will now resume y^ie subject^ 
oi' depredation, and see whethei'Rhe ptp%r-. 
money of England be, or be not, ac^ualij/ 
depredated; and, if we find that it is, we 
will inquire whether it can be restored to 
its former value by any of th# mean^ 
called rqnedics, that have been pointed out 
by any m lljosc who are our rulers, yr law¬ 
givers. , * • 

. • 

To depreciate means to lower tn value ; 
and the word depreciation \s used to signify 
that state, in wYiich any thing is, when it is 
lowered, or hss fallen, from its former value. 
Hence th*e term dt^rfdatibn, fts applied to 
Bank Notes; * and, when we thus apply 
accomp^anied with t0e affirmative of 
the propotitiqn, we say, that Bjink Notes 


have fallen in value, and, of jourse, that 
any give|i sum in such notes is n^^orih 
so imeh as it formerly tvof. ^ 

Much puzzling has, upon this subject, 
arisen from a very natural cause; name¬ 
ly, that rtie note always iretains its nomintj 
value; that is to8ay,al\vays goesby therawic 
name; a pound note still is called a pound 
nt^e, whettrev ,it ite worth as much as it 
/drmcrly was, or not. But, to this point 
we shall come wore‘fully, by-and-bj^e, 
after we have spoliS:n of the way jn whichwA 
a depreciation of money, or the lowering 
of the value of money, takes place. •—< 

Money, of whatever sort, is, like every 
1 thing else, lovvfcred in its value in propor¬ 
tion as it becomes abundant or plenty. As 
I said upon a former occasior^ when ay,- 
ples aro plenty apples are cheap ; and 
cheap means low in price. The use of mo¬ 
ney i.s to serve men as a sign of the amount 
ot the value of things that pass from man 
to man ip tile way of purchase and sale. 
It is plenty, or scarce, in propnrtic^a-as its> 
quantity is great oi small cumpare4 with 
the quantity of things purchased and sold 
in the ^community ; and, whenever it be- 
cornaSj.frcfm any caqse, plenty, it depre- 
dales, or sinks in value. Suppose, for in¬ 
stance, that there is a community of ten 
•men, who make amongst them 100 pur¬ 
chases in* a year, each purchase amount¬ 
ing to 1 pound. The ctWIfBwnity, in that 
t»se, would possess, we w'ill suppose, 10 
pounds; and no more, becai^e, the same 
* money Aight, and naturally would, go 
backwards and forwards, and because, ex¬ 
cept under peculiar circumstances, men 
do not hoard. Now, suppose, that the 
money in possession of this community ia 
doubled in quantity, without any other%!- 
teration tailing place, the quantity of 
goodg and chattei 5 ,__and the ^antity of 
things, including services, papOTased and 
the number of piirchaseSiHau conitinuing 
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the same. Suppose this; and, we arc 
here speaking of money of an^ sort. No 
matier what sort. Suppose it 19 be ^gold, 
and that its quantity is thus doubled. The 
consequence would be, of coarse, that at 
each of the hundred purchases, double the 
sum tvould’^be givemtk&t was given before; 
l^cause, if this were not the case, part of 
the money must be kept idle, wWch, 
upon a general shale^ can never be, there 
flfceing no motive fur it. Suppose that one 
of .tjife hundred purchases* was that of a 
iiorse. 'fhe purchase, which was made 
with 1 pound before the doubiing of the 
<juai1tTfy of moneys w'ould Require 2 
pounds after fcSiafc doubling took place; 
and so on through the whole; and, in 
(such a state of things people would say, 
that prices had risen, that commodities had 
doubled in price, that every thing was twice 
as dear as it used to be. But, the fact 
would be, that money vris hecoma plenty, 
and, like every thing elsa, lu/krTp in j^o- 
portion to its abundance. It would be\ 
that money had faUcr*,or had been depre- 
•ciated, and not that tilings had risen; tiic 
U>(if, for instance, having a real value in 
•its utility in supporting man, and the 
money having only an imaginary value. 

• 

Prices in England have been rishtg, as it> 
is commonly called, for hundreds of years; 
filings hav^ been getting dearer and dearer. 
The cause of which, until the bank note 
system began, was the increase of gohl 
and silver in Europe, in consequence of 
the discovery of South America and the 
subsequent working of the Viiaes. But 
.the HMtfease ^the quantity of gold and 
silvej was slow. “ Nature,” as Paine ob¬ 
serves, “ gives those materials out with a* 
" sparing hand they came, as they still 
come, in regular annual ({uahtiue^from 
the mines; and that portion of them which , 
found its way to this country was obtained 
by the sale of things of real value, being 
the product pf our soil or of odr labour. 
Therefore, tlrt-sniuantity of money in-’ 
creased very slowly ; it did increase, aiftl 
prices gradiially rose, but the increase and 
the rise were so slow as not to* be strik- 
ingly perceptible. During the average 
life of man the rise in prices was so snhili 
as hardly to attract qpy thing like general 
attention. Curious men observed it, and 
sljiiie of them recorded the progress of 
prices; but, as there was no- sensible dif¬ 
ference in prices in the average -life of 
man, th^i |e nev er became an object of 
geoerfl intefSt; as Jong as gold and silver 
wer© the onlv.ciirreacv of the countrvl, 


But, when the funding ^stem began, 
and paper became, in many cases, a sub* 
stitute for gold and silver ; when the in¬ 
crease of the quantity of money in the 
country was no longer dependent upon the 
mines; when tho check which nature had 
provided was removed ; then money, or 
its substitute^’paper, increased at a rate 
much greater than before, and prices took 
a proportionate rise, as they naturally 
would. ‘The nature of the Funding Sys¬ 
tem has been fully explained before ; we 
have also seen how it would naturally 
cause the paper-money to go on increas¬ 
ing. We have seen, that the government, 
as soon as it began to make loans, was 
compelled tot establish a Bank, or a'seme- 
thing, in order to"get the means of paying the 
interest upon the loans. The amount of the 
loans would naturally go on increasing in 
order to meet the rise in prices, anv thus 
tine increase of the paper wbuld continue 
causing rise after rise in the prices, and 
the rise in the prices would continue 
causing addition upen addition to the 
quantity of tlie paper. Tliis was "the -la- 
tuml progre.ss, and it was that which ac- 
tUa'JIy took place. * 

Still, however, the paper passed in com¬ 
pany with the gold and silver. Money 
n as more plenty; it was of less value: and, 
of course, any given quantity of it would 
purchase less bread, for instance, than 
•formerly ; but, still there was no differ* 
dice in the quality ‘6f the two’sorts of 
money; metal and/wperboth not only passed 
at the .sums that theyliad usually passed 
at;*but people liked tlie one just as well as 
the wilier ; and, it was a niattei^of perf’^'i 
indifercnce to any man, v^hether he took 
a hundred guineas in gold, or one hun¬ 
dred and*five pounds in papee. And, the 
re*a«)n of this indifference was, that the 
holder of a tank note could, at any iho- 
ment, go to the Bank, and thefe demand 
and receive payment in guineas. 'Thii 
Avas th(* reason why the paper passed 'in 
.so.ciety with the gold. But, it.>was im¬ 
possible that this society shoijild long con- 
tfnue after the paper increased to a very 
, great amount, and especially after the 
notes ,became so low in nominal value aa 
5 ppunds ; for, then, it was evidentj that 
all the taxes would be paid in paper ; 
that the governmentwotdd receive nothing 
but paper ;*that the, l^nlt could get no- 
thing but paper from the government ; 
that whatever gpid went out of the Bank 
would never return to it; and, of course] 
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that the Batik would, in a short time/be 
unable to pay its notes in gold, if called 
on for that purpose to any great extent. 

A call of this sort was made upon it in 
1797 ; and, as wc have* Seen, and now 
feel^the Bank was unable -^o pay. Its 
cfeditors, that is to say, theliolders of its 
notes, tlcmanded their money ; the Bank 
flew to the^inister Pitt for protection ; 
the minister, by an Order of Coftncil, au¬ 
thorized the Bbnk to refuse to pay its cre¬ 
ditors ; the Bank did refuse ; the parlia¬ 
ment passed an Act to shelter the Minister 
and the Bank Directors and all who had 
liefn* guilty of this violation of law, j^jid, 
atSiie same time enacted, Jihat, for the 
future, the Bank should* not be compel¬ 
lable to pay its wotes in gold or silver. 
After this memorable transaction, the full 
andj^ruc history of which i have recorded 
in the foregoing Letters ; after this, tlio 
whole concern assumed a new face and# 
indeed a new nature. The holder of a 
b&nk‘ note could so longer go and de- 
■mand payment of it in guineas; it was 
impossible, therefore, that he should look 
upon lOA.i’. in notes #38 quite equak in 
value to 100 guineas. Still, however, in 
consequence of the Meetings an^ Combi¬ 
nations of the rich, and oi the enormous 
influence of the government, to which 
may be added the dread in every man 
of being marked out as a Jacobin %nd 
Leveller; in consequence of all thesa, 
and of the necessity of having something 
to serve as money, the notes continued to 
.l^ircplatje ; and, as the alarm subsided, the 
guinea returned and circulated in Com- 
«]itr3ny Ittth them ; but, not with that cor- 
diallily that il used to do. It became* 
much less frequent in its appearance in 
company with the notes; it#held itself 
aloof; seemed to demand a ‘prefertnte ; 
bht, not appearing to like to assum% this 
Bupefiority over an old and familiar as- 
■ociate, and yet unwilling to pass for. so 
IbucI) less than its worth, it soorfbegan to* 
keep ^ay altogether, retiring to the 
chests of tlj[e hoarders, or going itpon its 
travels 4nte</oreign parts, until such time* 
•as it “found itself duly, estimated in Eng¬ 
land, which would n^urally be when peo¬ 
ple began to make openly a distinction be¬ 
tween paper a^id coin. 

• • 

That liiqe arrived abobt two yea(^ ago ; 
but, no sooner was the distinction thus 
^ made, and acted upon^than the govern¬ 
ment began to prosecute *the actors, and 
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oommenced, I believe, in the well-known 
case of De Yo;jCe, who, under laws passed 
abouV twQ hundred years before such 
things as bank notes were ever ,beard of, 
was convicted, about a year ago, of the 
crime of exchanging guineas for more 
than their nominal*•value in bsmk notes.* 

De Yonge moved f)|S‘ an arrest ofjudgmtnfi 
the*c3se has bqpn since argued before the 
judges,and their ded^Ion thereon is shortly 
expected to be promulgated, pther persons 
have been proSecuted in the same way, and 
upon the same ground, the efiect of which 
naturally has been to deter people from 
openly {Sorcbasilig jand selling gpitieas, 
and also fropi tendering Ahem generally 
in payment for more than their nominal 
value in paper. But, it is very notorious, 
that the distinction is, nevertheless, made, 
and that, in payments, men do lake gold 
at its Korilt in comparison with the paper. 
Two prices are not yet openly and gene¬ 
rally made J'Hiut, tl*iey exist partialljs and 
jthe extent of them is dpily increasing. 

• •, 

To this point, then, we are now arrivedi* ■ 
and here w'esee prool, not of a depreciatimt 
of money'of all sorts, arising merely friBW 
that general plenty of money spoken of 
above ; but arising from «lie .abundance, 
or plenty, of paper, that is to say, the great 
quantity of the paper compared with that 
of the coin. Hence we say, that tly; 
bank notes have depreciated, or fallen in 
value ; and, that there should be found 
any human being to assert the contrarj', 
or to believe, or alFect to believe, the con¬ 
trary, iisomething that, were not the fact 
before our eyes, no man could tbvnifr poam^ 
sible : but, we live in times when i^ionder 
no longer seems to form a feeling of the 
mind. 

• . • 

• • . • 

This stale of things it was easy to fore-, 
see ; but, the nation has been deluded by 
the specious argurnentjof the tqtial pouers 
of gold 'and paper jri purchases. “ Co to 
“ market,” we hate blrtff%ld, " and see 
'i‘ whether the pound note and a shilling viill 
'• not bring you as much meat or cloth aa 
“ a gwineo.’ Tins was conclusive with 
unreflecting minds, and it quieted, or as¬ 
sisted to quiet, all those, who, though they 
were capable of discerning, dared not 
look the fearfuhtru;h in the face. 1 looked 

— .... I ' 

* The report of this Trial, together with 
obs^vations thereon, will be found in Vol. 
XVTllofthePolitmal Registef, page lOi 
and the following OHes.'" * . 



?] ^ POLITICAL-REGISTER—Paper Gold. [8 


it in the face rather more than eight years 
ago, and strenuously laboured to prepare 
my ccfunlrymen for what has qow eome, 
and what is now coming, to pass. Upon 
one occasion, this standing delusive argu* 
inent was made .u|«^ of in answer to me : 
wheieupowJ made iht following remarks; 
■Si—" The objection irf my other corres- 
" pendent has more plausibility.' These^are 
" his words: "rthuia-lhe argument, that 
" *' Bank paper is depreciated, drawn 
" " from the difference between the sterl- 
" ing and the current value of a dollar, if 
" " it provA any thing, proves too much. 
" That g^inea 5 are depreciated’ you will 
•' hardly insaty yet I WQuld sturdily 
** “ maintain, from your premises, that 
« « they are, since a guinea will not pur- 
“ chase so many dollars as it formerly 
*• “ would.”— Yes, hut I do insist though, 
“ that gaincas are dcjncciated: not in their 
intrinsic value, but in their value as car- 
" rency, that is to say, in fheir power of 
*' purchasing commodities in this country. 
" When th^fe is a detsreciating paper in 
any ceuntry, the current coin of that 
*W;ountTy depreciates in its powers along 
with the paper, because it has a fixed 
" nominal value, and it can pass currently 
*' for no mere khan an equal nominal value 
•• in paper, until the paper is at an open' 
•' discount. The metal is degraded by the 
*p' society of the paper; but, there comes a 
*' time when it will bear this degradation 
" no longer; it then rises above its nonii- 
" nai value, or, in other words, the paper 
" is at a discount.” 

■— This*was published so long ago as^the 
1 4 th^pril, 1 804 . " There comes a time 
Aye, and that time is now come. But, 
let me not be, guilty of robbery, qnd es¬ 
pecially of the Dead, and more espeoially 
of one whose writings, and upon this very 
subject too, [as well as other subjects, 'l 
formerly, thraughcignorance condemned.' 
1 allude to 4 he writings of FUine, the 
abused, the r(!pl0Rtte<?, the anathematized, 
Tom Paine. In his work, from' which»! 
have taken the perspicuous and impressive 
passage that serves me as a motto to this' 
Letter, and the equal of which has seldom 
dropped from the pen of any man; tn 
that w'ork, Paine thus e.xposes the delu- 
siye argument of which iihave just been 
sneaking: " It is said in. England, that 
** the value of paper keeps e^al pace with 
the value of gold silver. B^.t the 

, ** case is not rightly stated : for, the fact 
*' is/ tfcal the paper has pulled down (he 


“ value of gold and silver to its own level. 
“ Gold and silver will not purchase so 
“ much of any purchasable article at this 
“ day (March, 1796 ) as they would have 
“ purchased if no paper had appeared, 
" nor so much-as they will in any coun- 
“ try of Europe, where there is no p^er. 
“ How long this hanging together of paper 
“ and money will continue makes- a new 
“ case ; because it daily exposes the sys- 
“ tern torsudden death, independent of the 
‘•natural.death it would otlserwise suffer.” 
Here he lays down the principle; and, if, 
instead of reviling his writings, the go¬ 
vernment of England had lent a patient 
car to him, and taken a lesson from his su¬ 
perior understanding and experience,iiow 
difierent would lihve been our situation at 
this day ! He proceeds tlius : “ I have just 
“ mentioned that paper in England has 
“pulled down tne value of gold and .lilver 
“ito level with itself; and that thispKl/t»g 
“down of gold and silver money has 
“ created the appearance of paper money 
" keeping up. The sj«ne tiling, and the 
“ same mistake, took place in Ameiaca 
“ atid in France, and continued for a con- 
“ siderable time after the commencement 
“ of their .system of paper; and tiie actual 
“depreciation of money was hidden 
“ under that mistake. It was said in 
“ America, at that time, that every thing 
“ was becoming dear; but gold and silver 
“ Could then buy those articles no cheaper 
than paper could ; and tlierei'ore it was 
“ not called depreci&Uon, The' idea of 
“ dearness established itself I’or the idea 
“ of depreciation. The sams^ was thp 
“ case in France. Though every thing. 
“ rose in price soon after assigniits 
“ peared, yet those dear aVticles could be 
“ purchased no cheaper with gold and 
“ silver, than with paper, and,it was only 
“ said that*things were dear. The same 
“ is‘still the language in' England. They 
“ call it dearness. But they will soon find 
“ that it is an actual depreciation, and that 
“ this depreciation is the effect of. the 
“ funding system ; which by /'crowding 
“ such, a continually-increasing mass of 
“^laperinto circulation, ca»ies jhwn the 
value of gold and silver with it. But gold 
“ and silver will, in the long-run, revolt 
“ against depreciation, and separate from 
“ the value of paper; for the progress of all 
“ such systems appear! to *be, that the 
'' paper wilbtal^ethe comiaand fn the he- 
‘‘ ginnmg, and gold and silver in the end.** 

How wiell i« this expresse/, and bow 
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clearly the truth of it is noW verified! 
Yes: we talk about dearness; we talk of 
high prices; we talk of things rising in 
tetlue; but, the fact is, that the change has 
been in the money niu\ not, in the articles 
bought and sold; the articles remain the 
Sfyne iu value, hot the njoney^ffom itsabun- 
danceah«s/a//en in value. This has till of 
late been imperceptible to the mass of the 
. peopl^, wh» were convinced of ^he non- 
depreciation the argument built on the 
circumstance of the guinea and the paper 
being upon an equal footing at market. 
They did not perceive, that the paper had 
pulled do'isn the gold and silver along with 
it^i^they did not perceive that the «»in 
was sliding by degrees out <tf the society 
of the paper ; they did not perceive that, 
in time, the coin would disappear altoge¬ 
ther ^ they did not perceiwe ibal an open 
conffest would, at last, take place between 
the guineas and the paper, and that, if ttie 
law came to the assistance of tlie paper, 
the coin would quit the country.' Now, 
howevqf, they do jferceive this; the facts 
*^iave all now been established in a way 
that seems, at last, to have produced c^ni- 
viclion even in the minds of this “ most 
*' thinking people but, there i.s reason lo 
fear,thattliisconviction will have •oinetoo 
late. How liaj^py would it have been for 
this nation, if the opinions of Mr. Paine, 
touching this subject, had produced,,at 
the time, their wished-for efleci! Ne man 
in England dared U> j)ublish his work. 
Any man who had published or sold it 
would have been |*unished as a siditious li' 
heller: ^'^et, in my opinion, does that 
work;.4lial little work, in the space of 
tWenly-ftve pag^, convey more useful 
knowledge upon this subject, and discover 
infinitely greater depth of thought and 
general powders of mind, ihaii-iire Kr be 
found in all the pamphlets of the three score 
and two financiers, who, in this country, 
have, since 1 came into this jail, favoured 
the world with their opinions u^on the 
state'of our money system. The writingf 
^ of thes^jieople would make twenty-five 
thick octavo polumes; and* in all ut*them 
t^ere is n'bt so much power of mind disco¬ 
vered as in Paine’s twenty-five pages. Yet,* 
no man would dare to publish this little 
work in Knglaiid. By accident 1 poi^ss 
• a copy that I, brqpght from America, but 
which I never rbad till afker my return to 
England. In J803, when there was Ihuch 
apprehension of invasion^ and when great 
•cotnplaint8*were made of thp scarcity of 
; change, I Jbegan to read tome books upon 


the subject; and, after reading several 
without coming to any thing like a clear 
notio^ of the real state of our currency, I 
took up the little essay of Paine, Here f 
saw to the bottcun at once. Here was no 
bubble, no mud topbi^iict my view: the 
stream was clear and Strong ; saw the 
whyle matter in itstlruc light, and neithf^ 
pamphleteers *or ^^eejh-makers were, 
after that, able to raise even a momentary 
puzzle in roy piind. PaiSe not only told 
me what would come to pass, but shewed 
me, gave me convincing reasons, why it 
must come to pass ; and be convinced me 
also, tliafit was myJduty to endeawur to 
open the ey«s of my cdurftryraen to the 
truths which 1 myself had learnt from 
him ; because his reasoning taught me, 
that, the longer those truths remained 
hidden .from their view, the more fatal 
must be the consequences. The occasion 
of this work.^of Pai^e is worthy of notice. 

' One of the mofives of writing it was, as 
he says, at the closer to retaliate upon 
Pitt, who, in speating of the J^rench Re¬ 
public, had said, that she was •' on the' 
“ verge, nay,even in the gulph of Bankruptcy^ 
Paiiie said, that England would soon be Jff 
a worse situation than France 413 to her 
finances; and, in less than fwefve months 
*after he wrote his work, the Bank became 
unable to pay its notes in cash. 

* • 

To return to the subject, of depreciation, 
the fact has now been establisiied in all 
sorts of ways. Gold coin has been, and is, 
.sold ata prcujium ; a guinea will sell for 27 
8 hlllings,^nd Uie other coins of the realm 
in tl»e same proportion ; many peraeflR iff 
.London have written upon their shop-win¬ 
dows notifications that they will take the 
coin at*a higher than the nominal value ; 
in n(ffndl*ous cases a distinction is iflade 
' in prices paid in coin and prices paid in 
paper. If these are not proofs of an actual 
depreciation qf the papery what, I should 
be glad to know will everj^ admitted as 
jil oof of that fact f In^eetlT there is no 
Idliger any doubt remaining upon the sub¬ 
ject; ami therefore we will miw proceed 
to take a view of the REMEDJES that 
li^ve been proposed by our Rulers and 
Lawgivers, who, if they had followed the 
advice given in Paifie’s Second Part of 
the “ Rights of Man,’* instead of pr^ 
secuting the author, would not, I am con^ 
vinced, have^ad to lament the present 
state df our finances** • 

As to REMEDIES, Gentlemen, ffiirthe 
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first of this series of Letters, stated to yoif, 
that the Bullion Committee had recom- 
xnende’d to the House of Commons t^ pass 
a Jaw to compel the Bank to pay their 
notes in gold and silver at the end of two 
^ears. This sanv!* proposition has been 
since mad^ in the Ho*use; but the House 
Save resolved, that ndisuch measure is ^ne¬ 
cessary. Those .who opposed the proposi¬ 
tion said, that the Bank had not the gold, 
and C 9 uld ntrt get it, and tjiat, therefore, 
they could not pay in gold. This was a 
▼ery suflicient reason; and, I must con¬ 
fess, that } was and am, as far as this 
goes, exactly of the C^inion of these gen¬ 
tlemen. For, lo*what end*pass such a 
law, if the gold was not to be had ? There 
were several sensible men belonging to 
the Bullion Committee, and the gentle¬ 
man who brought the measure forward in 
the House, is looked upon as a person of 
good understanding. »It, therefore, ap¬ 
peared astonishing to fine, that they 
should propose such a measure, seeing 
tiiat I havc»never beei able to discover 
anjr' way whatever, by which gold could 
jVdssibly return to the Bank and remain 
there in quantity sulhcienlto enable that 
Cohipany^to pay their notes in gold upon 
demand. *To‘resume payments in gold 
would, indeed, be a complete remedy; but,* 
to do that is, in my opinion, and, for many 
years past, has been, utterly impossible. 
By what means are the Bank Company 
to get the gold } We are told, that there 
is gold enough if the Bank Company will 
but purchase it. But, how, are thc)^ to 
purclia^e it,? What are they to*^ give for 
ft ?“Why their paper, to be sure; and, as 
it would require 27 shillings in their paper 
to purchase a guinea, this would be a most 
charming w^y of obtaining t}}e means of 
paying off the paper, with guinea^. Bet us 
take an instance. Suppose the Bank Com¬ 
pany, by way preparing for cash pay¬ 
ments, to be purcliusing all the guineas they 
can find, ant^ in such case, they would, of 
course, appl5n;o^r 5ld friend, Mrs. % 
Yonce, to whom, by the by, I here prt- 
sent my congratulations on the [ate deci-, 
sien of the judges in favour of her bus- 
band ; the Bank Company would, I say, 
naturally apply to this good Lady, wfio, 
it being now decided that the old biting 
[avr does not forbid the buying and sell- 
hig of bank notes and guineas, would 
drive with them as good a bargain as she 
could, ^uppuse thejR to buy 100 |;ui- 
neasofber at the present price, 27 shil¬ 
ling's Mcb, they would, of course, give Jier 


for them 155 pounds in their notes. And, 
thus they must go on with other people. 
Having, at last, got a good lot of guineas 
together, they begin paying their notes 
guineas. It is gretty evident that the vast 
increase of papef occasioned by the pur¬ 
chase of the'’guineas would have caussd^a 
new and great depreciation of the jiaper, 
and that, therefore, the momebt the Bank 
was open to demands in coin, people 
could crowd to it in all directions. 1 can 
fancy the eager crowd now before me, 
pressing in from every quarter and corner ; 
and, amongst the very foremost and most 
eager, I think I see our friend Mrs, I^e 
Y(#nge. "What doyoado here, Madam.’^ 

I think I hear dejected Director say, 
" what do you do here, you who sold us 
" guineas but ihe other dly " Aye, Sir,’’’ 
says the lady, .“and for these, very gui- 
" ncas I am come again, and mean to'iake 
"them away loo with 105 pounds of the 
" 135 that y<ou gave me for'them.” 

Need I say any nioi^ upon this subject 
Is it not something monstrous to suppdser 
thal it would be possible for the Bank 
Colnpany to htiy ^old ijt quantity sufiicient' 
to be able to pay their notes in it.? 
“Well,*' say others, “ but the BankCom- 
" pany may lessen the quantity of its paper 
“ by narrmuing its discounts.” To be sure 
they might; and the only consequence of 
that would be, that the taxes would not be 
\)aid, and, of course,,that the soldiers, the 
judges, and all the* otlter persons paid by 
the public would have.to go willmut pay. 
The discounts make a part of the system*; 
and", if it be put a slop to, that is neither 
mor5 nor less than one pi the ways*of 
totally destroying the system. To lessen 
the quantity of the paper is, therefore, im- 
pqssible rfitbout producing ibiii amongst 
all person's in trade, and.withoutdisabijng 
the country to pay the taxes, at thqir pre¬ 
sent nominal amount. 

9 But, ‘Suppose all other dilficultieswvere 
got over, did these gentlemen ofnhe Bul¬ 
lion Gtommittee ^ver reflect ujpon the con¬ 
sequences of raising the value oi^ingney to 
‘ what it was before the Bank Stoppage ? 
Sir Francis Burdett, in his speech, dur- 
ingihe Bullion Debate, toUl them of the.se 
consequences. He observed, and very 
justly, that, if ijioney vv;rg,\)y ^y means, 
to beeresiortd to the valdfe it bore in the 
year 17y6, the, interest of the national 
Debt never could be paid by«the people; 
that inMrest,' he observed, was now 
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.£.35,000,000 a year; and, if the value 
of money was brought back to the standard 
of 179(5, this intere.st would instantly swell 
^ ,j£- 43,000,000 of money at the present 
yaltie. All the grants, pensions, fixed 
emoluments, pay of soldierd, judges, chan¬ 
cellors, clerks, commissioners^nnd the rest 
wbuld be raised, in point oP real amount, 
in the%ame»proportion ; so that, it would 
be utterly ijnpossible for taxes to such an 
amouflt to be raised. And, if it were pos¬ 
sible, it woulfh be frequently unjust; for, 
observe, all the money (making nearly 
one half of the national Debt) that has 
been borrowed since the Bank Company 
stopped paying in gold and silver ; all the 
in™ey borrowed since tha(,time; ail the 
loans made in the name of the public since 
that time ; all tlie money thus lent to the 
public, as it is called, has been lent in depre- 
cialsdpaper ; and, that wl*ich fias been so 
lent this }’ear has, if guineas are at 27 shil¬ 
lings, been lent in paper ^7 s/iiliings of* 
which are worth no more than a guinea. 
And, are the peopWj to be called upon to 
T«y- inTeresl upon this money in a curren¬ 
cy of which 21 shillings are worth a guixea? 
This would be so abominably unju.st, 4hat 
I wonder how any man like Mr. Hoiiner 
ever came to liiink of it. lie cxpre.ssly 
stated, that the paper was no.v worth only 
las. lod. in the pound ; of course he must 
have known, that tins was tuu sort of tiling 
of which the loans, for some years phst, 
con.sistL'd ; and yet, he would hare had a 
law passed, the ellePt »f which would have 
been lo^ make the people pay interest for 
^his^nnjjey at the*rate of <a;en<y shillings in 
the pound. This is what never could»havc 
been s'dbmitted to: not because the people 
would have I’hsisted; that is not what I 
mean; but, it is what could not have been 
carried into elfect, and for ih* same rea¬ 
son that the man could not ha\‘e two>$Ilin!| 
from the carcass of the same cat. If the 
quanlilyof the Bank paper were diminish¬ 
ed, its value would rise; and, if its value 
rTisg, the value of the interest upo»i the na¬ 
tional i^ji'ht would rise also ; therelbre, to 
enable the jreople to continue to f»ay the 
inteiestjjfron the Debt, the amount ofahe* 
•interest must be lessened, and what woulfl 
that be bai u partial sponge, b^o that, turn 
and twisr the thing wliaiever way you will, 
you still find it the same ; you still find, 
that the sysTtsv Yuust go on In all its parts, 
or be put a sM»p lu altogether. , 

In mos^ other case.s, v^hen men talk of a 
remcdif, they advert to the -caus^of the evil. 


If 1 find that my health is iujared by drink¬ 
ing brandy; the first thing I ought t6 do, 
in order to recover my health, would na¬ 
turally be to leave yft drinking brandy. 
What a fool, what worse than ideot, rou.st 
that man be, who, feelinj; the fire burn his 
shins, still retains bis sf'Jw. Yct^n this im¬ 
portant national coocern,never do you find 
any of our writ^r^r legislators dwelling 
upon the cause of tli/evH, of which they 
appear so anxious to get rid. They tell us, 
indeed, that the depreciation olf the paper is 
occasioned by its excessive quantity; but 
here they stop; they never go back to 
the cai(s« of that excessive quantity of 
paper ; or, if they (to, tjiey only speak of 
tile interests qf the Bank Company. If they 
did go back to the real cause, they would 
find it in the increase of the national Debt, to 
pay the interest of which, commonly call¬ 
ed dividends, has required, has rendered 
absolutely necessary, the present quantity of 
paper. Indcec^ oiffe engenders the other. 
Every loan occasions a fresh batch of 
paper to pay thejntefest upon it; that 
f resh batch of papPr causes a'new depre-_ 
elation and a new demand for paper 
again to make up in the quantity 
haS been lost in the quality. So that to 
talk of lessening the quantity of the paper, 
while the national T)cht remainsundiminish¬ 
ed, does really seem to me something too 
absurd to be attributed to any man of 
sense. What, then, must it bb to talk df 
lessening the quantity of paper, while the 
national Debt is increasing at an enor¬ 
mous rate, and while it is noloriotis that 
that Dijht Hias been nearly doubled in 
amount during the last fourteeft years ;, aye, . 
wh'le it is notorious, that, during the 
fonriecii years, that Debt has increased as 
much as the whole amount of it was be- 
foit^;*prin other words, that, since,J796 
as much money has been borrowed by the 
government as was borrowed in the whole 
hundred years' preceding.? What must it ; 
be, thcif, to talk of lefscnin^ the quantity , 
of the paper, wliUe^auw^yitional Debt, : 
•jvhieh was, and is, the cause of the paper, 
keeps on in this manner increasing,'^ 
really v^ukl think that such*a proposition' 
could have originated only in Bedlam. In 
*79S, ilujnext year after the stoppage, the 
amount of Bank of England notes in cir¬ 
culation was, .£f3, 334.752; and the 
amount of the intfercst upon the natiojal 
Debt, in tha4year, was, .£17,750,402. in. 
lilOiL the amount ot tin? Bank of England 
lNioi.es in circulalTbn was, £*24,249,980; 
and the amount of the interest upon the na- > 

m ♦ • . . 
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tional Debt in that year was, £30,093,40 
(exclusive of Irish loans.). Now let this 
be tried by the Rule of Thre^ and you 
will see with what exactness the amount of 
the bank notes keejps pace with the amount 
of the interest upon the national Debt, 
commonlyStfalled me*Dividends, which 
many poor creatures the country look 
upon, or, rather, usijed look upon/as 
something of a n&ture' almost divine. Let 

us put this doivn' a little more distinctly. 

• » , 

lu 17*98, the Dividends amounted to .£.17,750,402 
The Bank Notes out in circu¬ 
lation . 13,334,752 

• ti - 

In 1809, the Divideiida amounted to... 30,093,447 
TliO Bank Notes in circula¬ 
tion . 21,249,980 


Here we have the real cause visibly 
before us. What folly, what madness, is 
it, then, to talk of lessening the amount of 
the notes while we arh centfnually aug¬ 
menting the amount of the Dividends, 
which are th§ cause of the notes ? Here 
we have, before our e^es proof that the 
Dividends (by the use of which word I 
•»WMjan to include all the annual charges 
upon the Debt) and the Bank Notes have 
gone on iucT^asu'ig together for the last ten 
years, and I had before shown that they 
iiad done so theretofore; and, with this 
fact befoie^oiir eyes, vve, the people of 
ttiis “ viost thinking nation,” hear some of 
our legislators propose to lessen the amount 
cf the paper, tvliile not a man of them 
seems to <lreani of lessening the amount 
of the Dtk. We hear them'prctpose to 
the stream, while they say no^t a 
word about narrowing the spring whence 
it flows. They have seen, or, you, at least, 
have seen. Gentlemen, that the bauk-jpaper 
arose out of tlTe naticjnal Debt;*you have' 
seen that the Bank was created in a short 
time alter the Debt began; you have 
seen the increase ,of the paper keep’an 
exact pace wi^li the increase of tlTc Debt; 
and, is it not!f^e»jf t» war against facts, 
against a century of experience, against*] 
the nature otthings, to propose to narrow 
the issues of the paper without previously 
narrowing the bounds of the Debt and its 
Dividends } If the authors of this propo? 
sition had read the wj^rk of Paine, they 
would never have ofllred such a proposi- 
tiSi. Read his work they may, but they 
have not duly considered its atguments, or 
they have shut their eyjjs again4the#leftr 
conviction\hat it is calculated to produce. 
He ppifited out, in his Second Part of tf^e 


Rights of Man, the means of saving Eng¬ 
land in the way of finance. That work 
was written in 1791. So early as that he 
foresaw and foretold what we have now,-; 
before our eyes, and what we have daily 
to expect. He'there pointed out the sure 
and certain rpeans of effectually puttii;^ a 
stop to the fuhher increase of the Debt, 
of insuring a real diminution it, and, 
at the same time, of doing ampje justice to 
the fund-holders. For this ^amphfet he 
was prosecuted, and, haring gone out of 
tlie country, he was outlawed. A Royal 
Proclamation was issued principally for 
the purpose of suppressing his work, sgores 
of pgmplilets having been written in answer 
to him in vaiu. He was burnt in eflffy 
in most parts of ibis his native country ; 
and his works were suppres.sed by the 
arm of the, law,. Weil, our government 
had its way ; it followed its own coimsel 
an^ rejected that of Paine; he was over- 
‘come by it, tytd driven from the country; 
those who endeavoured to cause his prin¬ 
ciples to have eliect svere punished or 
•silenced, or b(^li : and, what t.s the'resultr~“ 
That result is now before us, and fast ap- 
prosiching as; and; in a short time, in all 
human probability, events will enable us 
to form perfectly correct decision upon 
j'the respective merits and demerits of the 
then conflicting partiq,s. 


Now, Gentlemen, if you have atten- 
tkely read the Letters, of which, I now 
addres.s to you the XXVth, you w'ill have 
no doubt at all, that the ,.cause of ,the in¬ 
flux of paper and of the con«ct)asnt.de— 
preciklion of all money first, and then of 
the pstper itself alone as compareci to thb 
'money ; you will have no doubt that the 
real cause of all this, is, the increase of 
the itationdA Debt; and, yet, ‘iti all the 
parlisfmentary debates upon the subject, 
you have heard of scarcely any man, who 
ventured to mention this cause. 'It wa.s a 
thing too tender to touch. It was what 
w.e call dsore-place; and, the old pro'wn'b 
about the galled horse applied tour aptly. 
If the depreciation had been traced to the 
‘national Debt, as Mjf. Horne TooKE^pnee 
traced it while be was in parliament; for 
he then foresaw and foretold what has now 
com(n to pass, and told the House, that, if 
they continued the then expenditure, the 
fundholder would not geC if,’ a fe^ years, 
a quartern logf for the Div^end upon a 
hundred pounds pf stock; if the depre¬ 
ciation had thus been traced bi^k to its 
real eOicieot caXise, it would bare awak- 
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ened reflections of an unpleasant ten* ■ 
dency ; it would have set men to consider 
what was the cause of the increase of the 
Del^; to looik back and inquire whitlier 
the.money was gone; for what purposes 
it hail been borrowed ; who- wert the p«-- 
sons that had profited from that borrowing; 
who,*in short, it was that had swallowed 
dIJ that moiieyHhe interest of which the 
nation was paying, and had so long 
bf-eii paying. These reflections it was 
not the desire of^lher party to awaken ; 
but, they belong to the subject, they na¬ 
turally present themselves to every one 
who.loc^ts only a little beneath the sur¬ 
face, suid I venture to say, that, in ihi^ 
end, tiTey will become fainiliaii to every 
Ilian in the kingdom. IFnhis real cause of 
the evil had been adtnowledged, it would 
have saved a great deal ut, tiny?; tor, 
tiieii, »ven would not have amused them¬ 
selves w'ilh talking about such REME-' 
.DIES as that of Mr. Horner ^ and all 
the talk about the narrowing of diseounts 
and ihc. purchasing of gMd and the improving 
ujllf^eicliaiige would have been heard like 
the twice told tale of aii ideot. The short 
anil the only question would have beejf 
this: can we, by any means, diminish the 
amount of the Dividends F And, i^ that 
♦(uestion had been answered in the nega¬ 
tive, iliere was no cotyse, for those who 
ivished to support the Pitt system, to pur¬ 
sue but that of letting tilings take tbeii^ 
own coursi;, and aid the pa[)er with their 
wishes. * 

So nuicWfor the REMEDY of the Buj- 
lioii Comiiiillee; but, our attention is now 
called to another, founded oil more itn- 
perious circumstances. I allude to the 
projiosition of Eaui, Stanhope, which was 
on the il7th ort June, brought fortvard 
the shape of a Bi!j,,:;nd which is, in tlfat 
.shape, yow actually before the House *of 
Lords, wlieie it has undergone a second 
reading. Compared \.ith this prnposi- 
iion7JK4 that has been said and doTie be¬ 
fore is raehs child’s play. This Bill brings 
Mie matter li^ne to the pyblic minc^; it 
shows tjje tnost creduloiy that even those,' 
on'whose stoutness they rested their faith, 
begin to quiver. It cries, a truce with all 
pretensions: ’ It pyiis the sense and the 4n- 
•ccrity of every^disgutant to the test. The 
minister to|^ us.^St he wished the debate 
on the Bullion Bjbportto come 6n, tha»the 
matter might be set at rest. Set at rest ! 
Mercy on u#! Set at rest*! And so said 
Olo Geokgs Rose tpo. But, what did 
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theyt mean by setting the matter at rett 9 
Is it possible, th^t they could imagiife, 
tliat this/matter was to be set at rest; 
that this great question of paper-money ; 
that this subject in which every human 
creature in the country is so deeply inte¬ 
rested ; is it possible* alijif they .yhougbt 
this matter would be completely set at 
rest by a vote of tijgiv mmority ? No, no ! 
This is one of the things that that House 
cannot do. They can do a gfcat deal; 
they can do more than 1 dare to trust mjr- 
self to describe ; but, they cannot sat this 
matter at rest, nor have they, and* all the 
branches o(i .the government united, the 
power to stay the progress of the paper 
money only for one single hour. The 
Minister and his people have now seen 
what rest they insured for the subject! 

1 always said, that the “ first man of 
" landed property who openly made a 
" distinction between paper and gold, 
“»would put the, whole system to iu 
" trumps, and compel the Bank notes to 
“ sue for the power of the government for 
“ their protection.” 'This has now, been 
verified, and the remainder of ray predic- , 
tio:i, which 1 need not here repeat, is not 
far from its accomplishment. 

• . 

•The grounds of Lord Stj'inhope’s pro¬ 
position were stated by him self very ex¬ 
plicitly, in moving, the 2nd instant, the se¬ 
cond reading of his Bill. He saiif, thathe 
4vad long thought upon the subject and had 
long entertained the opinion, that some le¬ 
gislative measure wasnecessary to preserve 
the hank netes'system from tot;al ruin; that 
a notice recently given by Loan KincJAi 
his tenants, signifying that he would no 
longer receive his rents but in gold or in 
a quantity of paper equivalent in powers 
of puraliase tS gold,**^ h^d convinced him 


* “ By Lease, dated 1802, you have 
“\iontracted to pay the,annuai rent of 
'• 47. 5s.*in good and lawful* money of 

“ Great Britain. In^BBSeqtWtice of the 
“ late great depreciation of papex-money, 
" 1 can no longer accept any Baiuk-notes, 
‘^at their nominal value, in payment or 
" satisfaction of an old contract. I must 
'• tlTerefore desire you to provide for the 
“ payment of your rwnt in the legal gold 
“ coin of the realm. At the same time,^ 
“ having no other object than to securv* 
“ payment of ttie real intrinsic value of 
“ the sum stipulatet^ by agreemeifl, and 
" being desirous to avoid giving you any 
" uivtcccssary trouble, 1 soaU be wUluig 
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that there was no time to be lost, and that 
th'e measure in contemplation ought to be 
adopted before the parliament rose. He 
said, that the Ministers having declared, 
that thfcir only objection to the measure 
arose from an opinion, that they thought 
no measpre of**{^e,kind necessary, being 
persuaded that nobody would be found to 
follow the exampleLord King,‘it w'as 
only necessary for him to shew them that 
there wer^ uUicrs to follow that example, 
in order to convince the ministers, that the 
Bill was entitled to their support. Having 
made these preliminary observations, he 
said, that he had a bundle of<*iistances of 
tliis*sort, and lye only wished* that a great 
many other persons would declare tlieir 
intentions at once, and then the House 
would proceed to prevent the evil. He 
then produced a number of letters, from 
which he read extracts. One person 
wrote, that' his landlord had said, " what 
" one landlord can do, yl/ can do, and if 
Lord King succeed, I will do the same.” 
Another letter f^la^ recent transaction 
in Hjimj^shirc, whA'e a man bought an 
•state for -l-OO/. and paid ilown 100/. of the 
Tmoney, and afterwards laid out several 
hundreds of pounds upon the prefnises, 
and when the time of payment came, the 
seller insisted upon having payment dn 
guineas, which the buyer could not ob¬ 
tain, the seller, however, would have it, 
or have'his land back again, and the only 
consolation I^ft to the buyer was an inti-, 
mation from a friend of the seller that he 
could inform him where he might obtain 
the guineas at 27 shillings 6itciv Another 

4. 

-^--- 

" to receive payment in cither of theman- 

*' nets following according to your option. 
«—Ist, payment in Guineas -2nd, 
“ If Guineas caijuot be pfocureii, by a 
payment in Portugal Gold coin, equaj 
in weight to the numbers of Guineas 
requisite to discharge the rent;^—3s(J, 
By a payment in Bank-papSr of a sum 
“ sufficient to ^Mjpchase (at the present 
“ market price) the weight of stand^ird 
*' Gold requisite to discharge the rent.— 
The alteraiion of the value of the Papdr- 
‘‘ money is estimated in this manner; the 
price of Gold in 1802, the year of your 
f« agreement, was^.4. an ounce. The 
« present market price is £. 4. 14j. arising 
8f‘ from the diminished value of Paper; in 
that proportion an addiwonof ,£.17.10s. 
per cent, in Papgr-money wiy be re- 
quirW as the equivalent, for the pay- 
w.JWOtof rent iq paper.” 
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letter stated that a Lady, who was a Land- 
owner, had insisted upon her rent in gold, 
and that the tenant apprehended a seizure 
of his goods, and was ready to verify the 
facts if called on. Another informed 
him, on the part of an Attorney, that the 
practice was become very comq^on to 
sell guineas and then pay debts with the 
paper. , ^ 

These were the grounds, stated "by Lord 
Stanhope, of the measure that he pro¬ 
posed ; and, upon his stating these grounds, 
the Ministers, who had, at the first read¬ 
ing, said that they did not see any neces¬ 
sity for the measure/ or any measurejof the 
Cind, allowed that there was such ffeces- 
sity, and supported the second reading ac¬ 
cordingly. • 

Now, Gpiitlemen, before I offitf yon 
(any observations upon this measure itself, 
or upon the conduct ofT-D. King, whose 
notice to nis tenants seems to have given 
rise to it, it may »ot be amiss for me 
to say, that, from all that * has .-wr-i 
came to my knowledge, there is not 
a more disinterested man, or a truer 
friend to freedom and to his country, 
breathing, than Lord Stanhope, W'hom I 
trace through the parliamentary proceed¬ 
ings of the last twenty years, always 
standing nobly Ibrward in the cause of 
justice, liberty, and humanity, and, but 
too often standing forward alone. His 
protest against tkeAnlijacobin war, which 
began in] 1793, and which has^finally led 
to our present calainfties, will Jjivy when 
we shall all be in our graves. He there 
pointed out all, yea alt, that ha^Yiow come 
to pass. That protest, 'every sentence of 
which is full of wisdom and of just senti¬ 
ment, hfcs these remarkable words : “ Be- 
cause • war with France is, at present, 
" ^nost impolitic, cxO'cw/e'^ dangerous to our 
“ allies the Dutch, hazardous with’ respect 
" to the iiileriial peace find external power 
of this country, and is likely to he^ighty 

“ injurious to our commerce . . The 

" war may, therefore, prov^ to be a war 
against our c’oniinerce aiidlna,nufaclures, 
against the proprietors of the funds, against 
“ our paper currency, and agt inst every de- 
£cription of prop^ty in this country.” How 
completely has all this’ been verified I 
Lord Stanhope was he was called 

ajtjfiobin and I leveller, ami now the nation 
is tasting the bitter fruit of the spirit that 
dictated that abuse. Every jvhere was be 
to be fqund/in those hoyrible days, whero 
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liberty was assailed. Not an act, which 
he deemed injurious to the rights of Eng¬ 
lishmen, escaped his strenuous opposition. 
In |hort, were I called upon to name the 
peer, whom I thought to have acted the 
best and truest part in those times, and for 
the whple course of the last twejity awful 
yeai%, I should certainly name this very 
nobleman. • 

* You w^ll, therefore. Gentlemen, believe 
that, if I dissent^rom the .measure which 
he has now proposed, that dissent pro¬ 
ceeds from my conviction, that the mea¬ 
sure it|ell' is not calculated to produce 
that good, which I am certain its autlny 
wishes it to produce. . 

• 

■ The detail of tbe*Bill I will not attempt 
to discuss. Its principles ar,e w^at have 
strucU-me, and tlie.se 1 gather from its 
• chiet provisions, wliieli are, that, in future^ 
the gold coins sliall not be tendered or 
taken for more than their nominal value, 
and that the bank p:vper shall not be ten- 
Titffid'or taken for /«s tlian its nominal 
value. 'I'his is I.otiu Si anhopi-.’s RE¬ 
MEDY ; and ibis be appears to tliink will 
prevent tbc possibility of a further depre¬ 
ciation of the paper. We have s^^ii tbc 
cause and the [irogrcss of that deprecia¬ 
tion ; we have seen h^w the paperpuEcd 
down the coin along with it, ’rill the coin 
could no longer endure the society; \v% 
have seen the time and the manner of 
their separation ; bul.T^cVHO Si anhope ap¬ 
pears to think, that^by the means of this 
BMI, Ilf shall be able not only to restore 
that harmony which formerly existed be¬ 
tween tliTm ; hut, that he shall he ablt to 
chain them together for ever after; to 
bind them as it were in the. bonds of mar¬ 
riage, .and to*iender the ties indissoluble. 
If be do this, he will do what never Was 
done before in the world ; he will destroy 
all the settled maxims of political (Eco¬ 
nomy as far as they relate to finance ; his 
acli&vement will be a triumph n#t only, 
over the opinions and experience of man- 
’kind, but ov^'r the very ^nature i>f»iuan, 
which jncess’antly impels him to seek his 
own interest, and, at 4he very least, 
to use all the means in his power to pro¬ 
vide for hi!) owy preservation. , 

After hgvin^sa® this I^shall naturally 
be supposed tojbe convinced, ihatth# Bill 
woi Id be utterly inefficient for the pur- 
4 )oses it contemplates. Indeed, such is 
my decided opinioi}> and tile r^sutis for 


that opinion, 1 will now proceed to sub¬ 
mit to you. A guinea is not to pass for 
more than 21s. There must be some pe- 
nalty to prevent the passing of it for more. 
Lord Stanhope will propose nothing cruel; 
but, for arguments’ sake, let the penalty 
be death. What, thui / ‘ Why nfsed any 
one risk any penalty, as far as a ready , 
money*transaction gs^s ? One of you go to 
market with a pig for ^alov What do 
“ 5 mu ask for that pig, farmej?” Answer : 

*' Twenty seven skillings." " I’ll give ■you 
« a guinea.” "You shall have hiin.” 
Where is the possibility, then, of enforcing 
such a Ja«^? The parties, in any case, 
have only to settle, before they desH, in 
what sort of currency payment shall be 
made, and then they will, of course, make 
the price accordingly. As to debts, indeed, 
whether book debts, or debts arising from 
contract, in the payment of them, the 
gold and notes must, if this Bill pass, be 
kaken at their ngmiflal value ; that is to 
say, the paper must ; for, as to gold, who 
will be Idol enough tg teifder gold in pay¬ 
ment at its nominal (Anount, wherf it js no¬ 
torious that it w ill fetch a premium of six 
.sliiljings upon the guinea ? If the Bill be- , 
comS a law, therefore, any tenant who has 
rent to pay, and who has guineas in his 
purse, will first go and purchase paper- 
money witit his guineas, and with the 
paper-money, he will go and pav his rent, 
Th is rent, for instance, is 103/.* a year,* 
and he has a hundred guineas in his chest. 
But, he will not he fool enough to carry 
these to his landlord. He will go and buy 
105 pounj.s Worth of paper-money with 
sa'cnt^ eight of his guineas ; amt will thgjj^ 
go and pay his rent, and will return home 
w ith 2S of his guineas still in his pocket. 
S(> that, as far as the bill will have eilect, 
it appears td me that jt will bear alipost 
.exclusively upon landlords. 

• I Shall be told, perha^.s, that, though 
guineas m&y now be bought and sold, in 
consequence of the dsMUiion u^tbe judges, 
w^ich, in the case of De Yonge, has been 
promulgated since I began this Letter,* 

«__5... * __ 

* The following is the Report of this 
Decision, as given by the Chief .fudge, 
I/nd Ellenborough, ip'the Court of King’s 

Bench, on the 3rd instant.-" TnERtNcf 

" against De Yonge.—L ord Ellenbo^ 

ROUGH comiiiunicated the Judgment of 
*• the ^oun in this case, which along with 
“ another case, the King v. Wright, com- 
" ing from the Assizes for the Cotyjty of 
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yet, we are not to suppose, that the pre¬ 
sent Bill will pTovidfk ugainst such traffic 
by malting it penal to be concerned in it. 
But, as 1 have shown above, men may go 
on with all ready money transactions, and 
with perfect safi^ty, make a distinction be¬ 
tween pupcr aiKTcOiVi, which amounts to 
• the same thing as bming and selling the 
coin or the paper.^It require but very 
little ingenuity to discover the means of 
80 managing the matter that the landlord 
shstH never see a shilling's worth of coin 
from the hands of the tenant. 

But, suppose that the coin^hould not 
be [fermitted to be bought an*d sold ; does 
any one believe* that any l&w will prevent 
a private traffic in the article ? And, if 

“ Buckingham, had been reserved lor the 
" opinion of the \'2 Judges, on a point of 
“ law. Both causes had been fully and 
“ ably argued before the Judges in the 
•' Court of Exchequer (Jhamber, and ihfi 
“ argument had^ occupied a number of 
days. .The qiieati<m arising in the pre- 
sent, case was, the Defendant having 
" been convicted of purchasing 52 Qiii- 
neas at the rate, in Bank Notes, of 22s. 

*' Gd. per Guinea, whether, in so doing he 
«• had been guilty of an otfence punishable 
*• under the Act of the 5th and 6th flf 
«• Edward VI. which prohibited the ex- 
, «' changvig of coined gold for coined 
silver, or for gold and silver, the party 
<• giving or receiving more in value than’j 
*' the' same was current for at the lime ? 
•'All the Judges, except three, were pre- 
«' sent at Jhe whole of these Arguments, 
at the last of them the whole of the 
*'Judges were present. The Court had 
*' no opportunity of knowing what was the 
opinion of the absent Judj;es ,on that 
pint of tne case at the argument on 
<• which they were not present, but ihe)r* 
« had no reason to presume that they dis- 
•• sented from the opinion of. the other 
*' Judges w4io w ere p resent, all of whom 
concurred in ojfflllbn that the Defend^t 
«' in this case was not liable under the 
« Act of the 5th and 6th of Inward V^. 

•« The Judgment, therefore, fell to be ar- 
•• rested ; and the Judgment was arrested 
tt accordingly." Thus, then, this case is 
decided as 1 alwaysasai^ it must be, unless 
.^11 semblance of laxo was banished from 
^he land. Many people thought and said, 
that the conviction would Tie confirmed; 
but, 1 never thought so for a nfonfent. 
Oh, noT The Jud ges knew a great deal 
hettee than to do that! • 

. . •* 


that Could be done, Is any one mad enough 
to suppose, that the guinea will still cir¬ 
culate at par with the paper f Pass this Bill, 
or any Bill, that shall prevent men fpons 
passing the guinea for more than its no¬ 
minal worth, and the consequence will be, 
that a guinea will never again be seerrin cir¬ 
culation. Those who have them,will keep 
them in their chests, wailirig an occasion 
to export them, or more patiently waiting 
till circumstances have gfoduced the re¬ 
peal of the law which has driven the 
guinea into the hoard. The cause that 
we see no guineas now in common circula¬ 
tion, is, as I said before, that they, cannot 
abtain their fair value. They would have 
been openly sold long enough ago, had 
there not been ah opinion, that the traffic 
wag punishable by Idw. Now that ob¬ 
stacle is.removed; but, in all likelihood, 
another will be erected by the present 
'Bill. In that case the- guineas will all 
either be koard.cd or sent out of the coun¬ 
try, and paper must and will be niade to 
supply their place.* The Dollars, the 
new things of three shillings atio eighteen 
pence, now coming out from the Bank, 
vfill also he hoarded, and to notes for 
shillings and sixpences we must come, I 
am ccxavlnced, in the course of the year, 
if this Bill pi ass; so that the Bill, while 
it will bo wholly inefficient for the pur¬ 
pose of arresting the progress of depre¬ 
ciation, will be efficient enough in pro¬ 
ducing a contrary g^fect. 

The Bill docs not, the author-of it says, 
make bank notes a legal tmdeK It d9es 
not do it in words, but it appears to me 
to 8o it in effect; and, that being once 
done, all the usual consequences of a legal 
tender must follow. It was easy to see 
tjiit the system w'ould come To this pitch ; 
th^G is nothing in tha state to which we 
are come that ought to surprize any one ; 
what has happened was to be expected, 
and was, indeed, long ago foretold; ^ut, 
i^what might reasonably surprize oM, is, 
to hear this measure represented by the 
ministers as necessary to thc^proteclion of 
the fund-holder! Gan they be Serious ! Is 
it possible, thatthey can be serious when 
they say this? If they are, nothing that 
they say or do can ever .be a subject of 
wonder. Men, who gre papable of be-' 
lieving, that the Bill'af^Lord. Stanhope 
will* operate as a protection to the fund- 

holder, are capable .. 

but, really, 1 want words t«? answer my 
purpose* Iihagination can frame nothisf 
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that such men are not capable of in the. 
way of belief. That the paper would, at 
last, become a legal tender, or forced drat' 
lotion, it was easy to sec. I did, indeed, 
for\ny own part, expect this state of the 
paper to be apparent long ago. The 
faith of this “ most thinking p,eopIe” I 
knew to be almost passing conception; 
but, still { did^ot think it adequate to the 
supporting of this paper-money for 14 
years after the issuers had ceased to pay 
in cash and afteNthey were protected by 
law against the demands of their cre¬ 
ditors. It was, howerer, certain, that the 
thing must come to this point at last? it 
w'as certain, that, if the national Debt and 
the taxes continued to increase^ the time 
must come when landlords would see that 
they must either stwe, or demand their 
rents in coin; and, whenever this time 
came,, it was, as I have many tiines said, 
impossible to keep up the paper only for, 
six months without making that paper a 
‘legal tender, which might eke out its ex¬ 
istence, perhaps, for ^ year or two, but 
n’hvah,. in* the end, must ensure its total 
destruction. I have several times been 
asked, what reason there was why land| 
lords should not demand their rents in 
gold and silver, or in bank notes to the 
amount of the gold and silver; amf, my 
answer has always been, that there was no 
reason at all against it How, but that there 
soon would be ; for that the moment such* 
demand w'as made. Bank notes would be 
made a legdl tender. Tlrfs was natural, and, 
therefore, the ministers are now doing 
just,what I*always tfxpected they would 
do, whenever any land-holder did what 
Lord Kin^has now done; but, to boar 
them speak of it tis a measure calculated 
to afford protection to the fund-holder is 
what 1 never «ould have expecteik They 
will see what sort o^protection it will gixe* 
himand he mWfeel it! What will be 
his fate I shall not pretend to say ; but, 
1 hope, there isenough yet in the 
county, real justice enough to prevent 
him from perishing, while there exist the 
means of such prevention. 1 trust, ^at 
his claims will^meet with sArious and pa¬ 
tient codkideration; that ’the question of 
vihat is due to him and to whom he ought fo 
, look for payment will be settled upon sounji 
; iprincipfes of equify, I am for giving real 
I protection to tiw,^|und-holder; but, to 
I hear the Miflister» say, that he is to rofitt 
^ with protection from a measure such as 
I that now before parliamei^, a measure 
ifUia* must inevitably accelerate the depre- 
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ciatjon of the paper, is, surely, sufficient 
to fill one with surprize and dismay, if,'at 
this day, and after all that we have speo, 
any thing ou^ht to produce such an effect* 
in our minds^ * 

On the 2 d of July a pr^^st was f^tered, 
in the House of Lords, against Lord Stan- , 
hope’s Bill, which^^otest 1 here insert, 

“ Dissentient,—Because “We think it the 
“ duty of this House to marjs in the first 
" instance with she most decided rep^o- 
" bation, a Bill, which in our judgment 
“ manifestly leads to the introduction of 
“ laws, imposing upon the country the 
“ compulsory circulationqf a paper Currthey^ 

" a measure ft^ught with injustice, de- 
structivc of all confidence in the legal 
" security of contracts, jtnd, as invariable 
“ experience has shewn, necessarily pro- 
“ ductire of the most fatal calamities: 

Grenville, 

, Essex, 

Jersey, 

•Grey, 

LANSObwN^, 

COWPER, 

King, 

* Lauderdai.e. 

" For the reason assigned 09 tlie other 
“ ;ide, and because the repeal of the law 
“ for suspending Bank Payments in Cash 
" is in my judgment the only measure which 
“ can cure the inconveniences already felt, and. 

avert the yet greater calamities which 
“ are impending from the present state of 
“ the’circulation of the country. 

, • Vassall Holland.’* 

In the protest of the eight peers I hear^ 
tily concur; but, 1 do not agree with Loro 
Holland in his addition to it, if his lord- 
ship m|ai1|$ to’say, that it is possible to ce- 
sume cash payments at the Bisnk. To pay 
the notes in gold upon demand, agreeably 
to Jthe •promise upon the face of the notes, 
is certainly the enly cure for tb^ inconve¬ 
niences already felt asul the 4 :al 8 mities 
'novi»impending; but that it is utterly im¬ 
possible to adopt this cure is, to myinind, 
ntvt less certain. His Lordship proceeds 
upon the notion of Mr. Horn%r and the 
Bullion Committee, namely, that the cause 
of the depreciation consists in an excessive 
issue qf paper, which is very true, if yo# 
compare the quantity of the paper with i 
that of the gold,aor of the real transactions 
of puref^ase and sal between man and 
man; but, which is not true, if yo« com¬ 
pare the quantity of paper with thaam^}iBt 
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of the Dividends payable on the National ^ operates in this way, a most popular Rill 
iSebt ; and, I would beg,leave to put, with it will be. It will act as a distributor of 
sinoere respect, this question to Loan wealth; of money, lands, and tenements; 
Holland ; “ If cash payments were re- for, to suppose, that, in many cases, ih^ te» 
" stored, and money, as must be the case, nants will not soon become the proprietors, 
•• were restore^ to its former value, where is to discover but very little thought on the 
" doe^our Lorr^ship think would be found subject, ajad that, lam sure, woqld be a 
" the means paying the Dividends shame in a body of Hereditaiiy Le(}isla- 

'S. ‘ TORS in the " most thinking, natibn in the 

It is imposiiible ! The thing never can « world.” What a change ^jiis will make ! 
go back) not an inch; nay, and it Happy is the man who is a tenuftt ! Much 
nufst keep advancing. I'liis very measure, better off is he than thc^han who tills ]iia 
by hastening the depreciation, will cause own land ; because the former has given 
a new addition and still larger than former nothing at all for his, w'hereas the latter has 
ad(|itions, to the National pbbl, and of paid, at some time or other,pwrc/iaic wowy 
course to the Dividends. Those additional jpr what he possesses. The letiing.of long 
Dividends must be paid in an additional leases \s oqt of fashion;'but, in general, 
quantity of bank notes ; and thus the sys- the lands of great proprietors are held 
tern must go on, as Paine foretold, with an upon lease, and thesetJeases are not, upon 
mceeleratcd velocity, until it can go on no an average, for less than seven years at the 
longer. Having this opinion so firmly lowest. Some of these leases are,nearly 
fixed in my mind, 1 was quite surprised .expired, of course, but,_others will naiur- 
to see the Marquis bf Lansdowne endeu- ally be bvt just commenced. So that, the 
voured to mend the Bill of Lord Stanhope average time, for which the land is now 
by the injiroductioik of a clause for prohi- let, I shall take at '/iree years and a'half, 
biting the Bank Cofnpany from augmenting All the Duke of Bedford’s estates,. Amp in- 
oke quantity of their paper after the passing of stance, are let, then,/or three years and a 
tfi, Bill. This shews, that his Lordship ^laf yet to come. Now, if the paper depre- 
has what 1 deem to be, and which, I ciate three or four times as fast as it has 
think, l^hawe proved to be, a most errone- hitherto done, the tenants of the Duke ol 
ous view of the real cause of the depreora- BedUird will have a brave time of it foi 
tion. If he thought with me, that the these three years and a half. But, if the 
cause is in the increase of the National Bill, which is now before parliament 
Debt and of the Dividends, he would have ‘should send down the paper to the state ol 
proposed no such amendment as this., . the French assignats in n\)4‘, what will, in 

that case, be (he sitilation of the Duke of Bed- 
As to the conduct of Lord King nothing ford ? There are many landlords, w'ho can- 
could be more fair or morl; laudable. He not hold out for three' years anil a half^and 
aads'ished to take no adz;Anr( 2 gesof his tenants; who, therefore, must sell, in whole or ir 
heonly wanted a fulfilment of his contract part; but, tlterc will, indeed, *06 this con- 
with them; and, as thespiritof the contract venience, that they wiM every where find 
was more favourable to them than the let- a purchaser ready at hand in their tenant 
tar, he al>andoneyi the lettfir asd gnly re- qnd oife, too, who will nobdniy know the 
quiredthem tShold to the spirit. To he^ir ’real value of the property, but who wil 
him, therefore, charged with oppression, Have the money reacTy to pay for it. Thii 

and by.^! But, it is as well to keep is nothing in the way of a joke. ‘ I am ii 

ourselves^ool. Let others clfafe and foam, earnest; it is what lam convinced wil 
And, if the Houreref Lords do choose thu^ take^place, if the Bill of Lord Sjinhopi 
to determine; why, all that 1 carC'say pass into a law; but, as 1 said before, i 
about matter, is, that they are the best thoLords like it, nobody else can possibly 
judges whether they stand inTieed of tlffeir have a righl to interlerfc. They may 
rents, and, if they do not, I really do not surely, do what'they please with*their uwi 
*ee much harm in^their giving them tivtheir property. All that I wish to stipulate fo 
tenants; and, thli act will be the more that we Jacobins and Levellers’ shal 
geneiods as they are about to do it by a never be accused of this act of distributinj 
u law, so that the tenants will keep the rents the lands and liouscj 'the rich amongs 
without having to give t*ie landlords even tl^se who afe not rich*; that we shall no 
thanks in return.^ That such, will be be accused of this great’act of pwWiflg down 
amod|;st the effects of the Bill, if it pass, and raising Hume reij^arked that ibi 
\hjjijro can be no doubt ; and, as far as it funding system, in the ^ace tf iOO yem 
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would cause the posterity of those now in- 
the coaches, and of those upon the boxes. 


to change places ; but, ir this Bill of Lord 
Stajihope pass, this change will be a thing 
af much quicker operation. 

I sh^l be told, that Lord Kinfffs exam- 
n/e w8uld have operated even more quickly 
than this*nieasure in destroying the paper. 
Granted. It wi^uld, there is no doubt, have 
produced^ in a very short lime, that which 
mqst have totally^estroyed the paper system, 
root and branch, namely, TWO PRICES, 
against which, openly and generally adopt¬ 
ed, i}o paper-money ever did, or ever can. 
Stand fgr any length of time. That that exj 
ample would have been generally, nay uni¬ 
versally, followed there can be no doubt at 
all; for, no man voluntarily gives away 
his rents, or, rather, lets another VYithhold 
them from him. Some persons would 
have been a little shy at first; but, when . 
they found that others did it, tliey would 
have got over their shyness, and the de¬ 
mand would have hew universally made. 
Thw.^ tiien,the TWO PRICES would have 
been cstabli,shed ; end the gold and tilvi r, 
finding that they could pass current fou 
their real wovtl', would have come fortli 
from their hilling jdaces, some, whijp the 
rest would have hastened hack from 
abroad. “ Surely !” .^ay you : " w hy, 

“ then, are the goveniment alarmed at the 
" ertect of Lord King’s example, if it wunlti* 
“ bring hack gold and silver into circula- 
“ tion r” *()h ! thei efs n very good rea¬ 
son for their alarm ; for, ob'-erve, THE 
’I'A^vHS WOULD CONriNUE TO BE 
PAH) IN PAPER ! Whe n tiie tax-gft- 
therer carJfh to the door of one of you, for 
instance, you wouTd, if you had oidy gold 
or silver in the house, beg him to crdl the 
next morning,‘or to sit dowm a bill while 
you, with your gold, would go and put- 
chase paper-rnoiiey suIRcient to pay hihi 
the amount of Ins demand ! There needs 
no more to convince you that the govern- 
mentVias good reason for alarm atthe^ros- 
pectof seeing Lord King’s example fol- 
fowed, as it a^uredly would be, if there 
were no law t5 prevent In short, that 
example*would annihilate 4he paper sys¬ 
tem in a year. 

• The next Letter will close the series. 
In the mean whflt.^ 

1 remain,* Gentlemen, • 

Your friend, 

i . . , W¥. COBBETT. 

I State Prison, Newgate, 
l^ridayf ithJuly, isil,' 


MERINO SHEEP. 

• 

To besoldj in the Village of Botly, near 
Southampton, on Saturday next, the 13tli 
of July, at 1 2 o’clock, a number of %'Ierino 
Rams and Ewes, selected^ /'^om the finest 
Flocks in Spain by thtf Ho'NounABLtf'CocH- 
RANE JoHNSTofiE, atid lately imported into 
this Cduntry.-TJ*^ sal^ will begin pre¬ 

cisely at 12 o’clock, and will close, if pos¬ 
sible, on the same day. Somfcmf the best 
judges have vieifed these Sheep, and ^he 
proprietor is convinced, that, whether as 
to the frame or fineness of wool, the equal 
of them, in an large a number, have not,be- 
fore been seen in England. They were 
selected with tKe greatest care, and under 
every circumstance likely to insure success 
as to the object. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

S^wa.—Report frmn tHount Sachet, Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the Army of Arragon, 
to his Serene Jiighifess Vrincei of Nevf- 
chatel. Major General. • 

(Concluded from vol. xix. p. 1 6S2.J 

.*.. The Chief of the Squadron of Ar¬ 
tillery, Duchamp, displayed 4iis. ardour 
aial bravery in it. On the 29th, at eight , 
at night, the firing of four cannon, loaded 
with grape shot, gave the signal/or the 
assault. I appointed General Facatier to 
eommand it. The first column of attack, 
under the orders of the Chief of Battalion, 
Revel, of tlic lOtli regiment of the line, 
composed nf liBo men, preceded by the 
Captaiji of Engineers, and 20 sappersi* 
furnished with ladders and hatchets, ad¬ 
vanced to turn the work, and seize upon 
the gate, .which they had much difficulty 
in forcihgf wifh axes, &c. whilst a party 
of the columns applied their ladders, and 
scaled the works. Captain Papigriy re- 
cetveif a mortal wound vithilst directing 
his miners.—The 2d column <»f attack, 
.comijosed of three hurtflwd chdien troops 
froi* the 7lh regiment of the line, led by 
the chief of battalion, Mexque.and Cap¬ 
tain Desaix, my Aid-de-camp, set out 
from the battery in breach, and threw 
therilselves upon the part of the fort 
which had been battered in breach. One 
hundred ladders were thrown into the 
fosses ; our voltigeurs precipitated them¬ 
selves into thetfi, under the fire of the 
enemy,# The fos.se wjts twenty feet, our 
ladders but fifteen. The Serjeant of 
Miners, Meuneers, Mvuwf placed hinttejf 
at th« top of a ladder, made this Yedtigeurs 
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climb over his shoulders to reach i the 
breach—his example was followed, biO 
the.soldicrs arrived too* slowly to please 
theirimpatience—iheyUtlasfdiscoveredin 
the iiiEerior of the fosse part of an aque¬ 
duct, which facilitated the passafje; a 
tripleuow of jialisadoes defended it; the 
Italian Captain of Engineers, Vacane, 
ordered them to be cv*^ and afterwards the 
ladders to be carried from the first fosse 
into that^of the redoubt, which was 
quickly scaled, as well*as the cavalier. 
The Italian miners shewed on this oc¬ 
casion the greatest understanding, unit¬ 
ed with bravery ; the greater resist¬ 
ance the enejny made the more were 
the efforts of our brave tfo*ops redoubled, 
amidst cries of “ Vive Napoleon!’' — 
In the mean time thq enemy continued to 
fire some cannon loaded with grape shot 
at the extremity of the fort; the brave 
Mexque was wounded in the tliigh ; tiie 
Adjutant-General Oomgiandant IMesciop, 
hastened with the first reserve of .^00 Ita¬ 
lians, and,restofed ihe battle ; he pene¬ 
trated into the redotlbt, saved the lives of 
« otlicers and JOO Spanish soldiers in it, 
and thus ensured the conquest of the fort ; 
the enemy in vain endeavoured to save 
tht msel;’esk,iii the extremity of tlie vvorks 
behind a third fosse, 200 artillery n^n 
were thus killed upon their guns, the re¬ 
mainder of the garrison surrendered at dis¬ 
cretion ; there was still DOO soldiers and 
70 officers, the rest, to the number of 15{K1, 
perished by the bayonet,—During this 
terrible scene, a general huzza, given liy 
an Italian brigade upon tin: lei't, and upon 
. JFrancole* by the division of General Ha- 
bert, augmented the terror of the enemy, 
who were obliged to support a brisk lire 
of musquetry upon the ramparts of the 
place.-^Tfie Chiqfof the battalipnpf engi¬ 
neers, Chulliott, quickly established oyr 
lodgments on the breaches.—In tliis bril-^ 
liant affair, ]^onsigneurs, the Italians, 
walked iivorder with their clUer brethren 
in arm5.-»Thc \iiiai»le of the army display¬ 
ed the greatest valour. • 

[Here, follow the eulogiums of particu¬ 
lar officers and a statement bf the stotes 
taken in the place, among w'bich are 40,000 
rations of biscuits, 10,000 pounds weight 
of powder, and 4^^pieces of artillery.] 

Oilr loss in the twenty-four hours did 
‘ not exceed'250 in killed and wounded.— 
The garrison of fort Oiivia consisted of 
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.eight battalions -and 380 artillerymen or 
S'a[»pers,.in all 2580 men at the moment of 
attack.—On the .'JOth, at nine in the morn¬ 
ing, 3,000 men marched from the place 
and endeavoured to retake Fort Olivia ; 
but the brave men who knew how to take 
it, have iijfewise well known how to defend 
it, they let the enemy approaelt to the 
gates, and then drove them back with vi¬ 
gour ■; all round the fort is^ strewed with 
their corpses.—Tile taking by »a.ssault of 
the fortress of Olivia, lius enabled me to 
open the trenches against this town. In 
the night between the 1st and 2d of June, 
the first parallel was opened, at 100 loises 
distance from Canons Bastion, leading to 
the right pfF'rancola. The batteries are 
erecting, and l.he fire will rovnmence, 
as soon as they ara. mounted. Our sea 
batteries have already caused the port to 
be evacuated.——I am with respect. 

" Count SncHiiT.'.' 

“ Cajnp before Tarfagorui, June 3.” 

Peril, June 18.—His Majesty the King 
or ISfiain has set opt on hi.s relprn to his 
(iiiininions. 


t 

Porrcu.M.. —Till- Wau. —Dispatch from 
Lord Wellington, June tk//. 

Doivning Street, June 25. 'A Dispatch, of 
which the folliveing is a Copy, -cons this 
morning received at Lord Liverpool’s 
Office, mldrcssed to his Lordship by Lieut. 
(General Ijord ({iscoiint Wellington, dated 
'Jiiuiita de Gfuiiicha, Gih June, 1811. 

My l.ord ;—\Vc h.ave cohlinued,. the 
operations of the siege of Badajo'z with 
the utmost activity since 1 adAessed your 
Lordship on the SOlh ifltimo, and our fire 
commenced on the morning of the 2nd 
instantefrom four battcries.on the right of 
tke Guadiana, directed against the out¬ 
work of .St. Christovai, and on the entemy’s 
batteries in the Castle constructed to sup¬ 
port that outwork ; and from two batteries 
on ^ae left of the Guadiana, directed 
agaio.st the eastern face of the Castle. 

The fire from these batteries has con¬ 
tinued ever sFuce, and a b't-each has been 
made in the joutworks of St. Christovai, 
which, however is not yet practicable for 
assault; and considerable • progress has 
been made in effecting a breach on 
eastern front of the 

• *(To be continued*) 
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*' It is not that the moneif which the Public Creditor receives, as interest for l^s capital, it Ittt than 
“ it used to be; it is Uiat the quantity of goods he receives for bis monef js lesli; and he^ill be still 
“ jrt^iving less and less, while yobr taxes will be rising more and more. If the next AdminiiitratioD” 
(Addington was just at this time coming into power in place of Pitt) “ mean to go on like the last, 
would be a^ood thing for the country if no man would lend them a « Let them take three- 
" ibnrths of | man’s interest, or proiierty, from him, and take off the taxes, and the |ieople would be 
** douWy gainers. If you reduce the National Debt, we may laugh and sing at honft^d bid defiance 
“ to all the worU; if you do not reduce it, the consequence will be, that, instead of pa^g the N>tionat 
Creditor 120 quaitern loaves for a year’s interest of his .£.100 yon will go on, till you only pay him 
“ 2 or 3 quartern loaves. Depend upon it that will be the fdte of the National Creditor.”——Mr. Horne 
Tooke’s Speech, in the House of Commons, 2nd March, 1801. 
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TO THE READER. 

With my Number 1 shall pub¬ 
lish an additional Sheet, containing the 
TABLES OF CONTENTS, INDEX, &c. 
to the last Volume. a 


. PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
or THE 

lUport of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 


TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
4N AND NEAR SALISBURY. 


• • Letter XXVI. 

Mr. Hlfhie Tooke and llte Reformers—Eject 
of Lord Kind’s Example^Two Prices — 
Hmi these xoould aject the Government, 
the Generals, the Judges, tHt Sinecure 
Placemen and Pensioners—Lord Moming~, 
'ton’s Speech in Progress of tht As‘ 

s^atsin France — Mr. Perceval’s Speech 
^ in the House of Commons, 9th July, 1811. 

Gentlemen, * 

Look at the motto I Look at the ^otto; 
and, espeolhily, if any df you should un¬ 
fortunately be fmdrfmdcTs; in that case, 
let me beseech you to fook at the motto. 
They are.the words of a very wise man. 
They were spoken, you see, rather iiore 
than ten years ago. The speaker was 
laughed at by and railed at by cithers; 
but, I imagine, that, at this time, those, 
who then laughed, are more disposed to 
cry, thoo^ 1 by no means, suppose, that 


the railers haVe ceased, or ever will cease 
their railing, as long as they have tongues 
or pens wherewith to rail. The House of 
Commons, the Honourable House, ejected 
Mr. Tooke from amongst them, soon 
after he made this speech. They did 
so upon the gr(uind*of his being a clergy¬ 
man in Holy Orders f No matter : they 
got rid of him; hut, they jiave not got 
rid of the event that he foretold^ Oh, 
no ! that is coming upon them in spite of 
all their triumphs over Mr. Tooke and 
Mr. Paine and Messrs. Muir, Palmer, 
Margarot, Gerald, Wjntjirbottom, 
Gilbert Wakefield, and many others. 
The government beat all these reformers; 
they not only put them down they not 
only ruined the greater part of them; but 
they succeeded in making the nation be¬ 
lieve that such ruin was just. Well. The 
government and the nation will now, of 
course, not pretend, that the present events 
have sprung from the Jacobins and Re- 
for&ers. Mr. Tooke told them to reduce 
the National Debt. They rejected his 
advice. They despised his warning. 
Thtjy fprned him out of parliament. Well. 
Let them, then, not blame him for what 
has since happened, and what is now com- 
.ing>topass. ^ 

J» 

I beg you, Genriaamen^ tQ» reflect wen 
these observations; for, such reflection 
will be very useful in preyenting you 
from behig deceived in future, and will 
enable you, when the utmost of the evil 
cwmes, to ascertain who are the men wh* 
have been THE AUTHORS OF THE 
EVIL, and to whom, accordingly, vou 
ought to look for a just RESPONSlBt 
LITY. But,, upon this vital part of the 
subj^t I have some hints to ofter to you 
hereafter : at preset I must retftm, for a 
while, to the point where I broke off in 

C 
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my last Letter, namely, the rewon^ I parcAtwe a quartern loaf. How,'then, 
alarm of the Government at the prospect of would the government, who would get nor 
seeing, Lord King’s example followed. thing but paper, make shift to pay ite 

way? The Generals and Judges and 
I spoke of the TWO PRICES before ; others, having a fxed pay, would, indeed; 
hut, let me say a fgy more words upon that still be paid as they were before, and, of 
very intt^sting part of our subject. Two course, the go vernment would lose no- 
.mPfices have always proved the death of thing by t^ing paper as far as this*de- 
paper-rootjey. IiI ^bis case it would teive , scriplion of expence went; fpr, yau will 
been the same, jtnd, in the end, it will still observe, that 1 hold it to be impossible, 
be the saine^^ur, the Eill of Lord Stan- that tha, parties I have just'mentioned, . 
hopcican do no more than reiard the event namely, the Generals, th« Judges, the 
for s'ix or nine months; and mind, I tell Tax-Commissioners, and the like; I hold' 
you this with as much confidence as 1 it to he impossible, that ihesie men should 
wouid^ venture to foretel the arrival of not all of them be excessively happy to 
Christmas day. J do not say, that the take the paper-money, though at a ‘huh- 
event will come in six or fiine months; dred for one,^seeing that the greater'tho 
but, I say, that this Bill will not keep it degree of depreciaition, the finer the op- 
olFfor a greater length of time than that, portunity for them to gije proofs of their. 
If TWO PRICES were generally made, devotion to public credit. But, though 
we should see the gold and silver back ray Lords Ihe Judges and Lord Arden and 
into circulation immediately ; but, none qf Lprd Buckinghamshire and Lord Liver-. 
it could get to the Battle, l)C<^amsc no man i pool and Lo^l Bathurst and the Marquii 
would pay his TAXES in gold and silver, of Buckingham and Lord Camden and Old 
Consequendy iXw'fund-holder and the rjo- George Rose and Mr, Canning and my 
Tcmmcn{ would be pAd in paper, while neighbour the Apothecary General and ' 
gold and silver would be circulating Lord Kenyon and Lady Louisa Paget, and, 
amongst all the rest of the community, indeed, the hundreds of those who have. 
As .soon as there are two jrrices, the paper fixed sum,s paid them by the government 
must depjeciflte at an enormous rate; out of money rai.sed upon tlie people, whe- 
and, as tire government would have to, ther in fbe shape of salary, sinecure, pr 
pay its contractors and others whose pay pension ; though all these persons would, 
jwas not fixed, in this depreciated paper, I dare s-ay, from motTves of public spirit, 
it a greater quantity of that paper, cheerfully continue to take the paper till 

and it must come from the Bank. It is so a pound of it would not purchase a pinch 
ea.sy to see how this must work; how ofsnufT; still, tlicsie would be. some things 
rapidly it must go *n; how soon it must and .some sem’ces that must be paid for in 
rt'iitUr the paper worth littletaor#: than its money, or they would not be dbtained. 
weight in rVgs; all tiiis is so easy to see. Beef and Pork and Biscuit could nbt be 
that i wdl HOC soj.posc any one of you so bought w’ithout real money. These are 
very dull va not to pticeive it. comtiiodities that do not move without an 

equivalent. Whether the soldiers would 
Tie goveriimeiit, v. iih iTolhiJig, but be paid, (under such circuqjistances, in 
paper at as com.'!-ind, s.oidd soon bi giu jj;fp*.‘r sonuKb reduced in value, I shall 
to feel .somewhat like a person who has not»pi\te.ud to say, arnl'will leave the 
i.iken a powerful^einetic. The big i .winct point to be sell led by tiiose whohavedately 
drops ot STjeat would stand ‘upon i;s said so mticli about this useful and nume- 


iorehcad ; aits krutuN* would knock to- | 
gclher; it would look pale as a gho.lf; I 
;n universal ftcbicncss WviulJ reize j 
it. Tiiat is to s'uy, all :iiis wluld lake*; 
pi u e, it the government persevered in 
the Pitt isysiem, and that it would dla 
«<», who can doubt'^alter rvlial we have 
seen during the last twenly vrars. If the 
^’»v O PRICES were opesdy nii.de, end 
became genci al, as tlu y.inwil probability, 
wouhl, in the course oj' six oreight niora-Iis, 
the |i'sp?r wuitld fall so low as that £, or, 
perlidj^s, 10 shillitigs would he required to 


rous cks!i'«'jrf* active citizens. But, j^e 
tiling iscertain: that THEY must be paid 
in a iiind of money that will jiurchase eat- , 
abies. They h#ve bargainedVo receive a 
certain sum per Jday ; and, if the* same 
should not purchu.se half so much beer or 
bee| as it does now, the bargain will not 
be so good an one a.s it is *now; though, 
observe, 1 am not supposiwg, that there 
v/ou!(j[ not be fchind pu^a spirit enough 
amongst the soldiers to make them take 
the paper in preference to the-gold. At 
any rate, tbis is\ ntatt«r which belonga' 


m. € 
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\ excloiifely to those who have theihanage- 
inent of oar affairs, and who are paid very 
well for such management. 

. It would be useless to extend oor re¬ 
marks here. It is as clear as day-light, 
thaK whenever TWO PRItfES shall be 
gener|11y established, the death of the 
paper is at hand, and, indeed, the death of 
the fundingtsystem ; because, owing to the 
rapidity of the depreciation, the fund- 
•hoiders, our poor friend Grizzle Green¬ 
horn and all the rest of them, would soon 
be in the situation described by Mr. 
UoR^E Tooke, in the passage taken for 
my« motto ; that is to say, a hundred 
pounds of their stock ivould* yield them a 
couple or three quartern loaves in the 
■ year; and, it is vil^iihin the compass of pos¬ 
sibility, that many persons, who now are 
enabled to ride in their coaches by in- 
•comes derived from the funds, may end 
their days as pauper* or beggars. In ‘ 
short, it is quite impossible for any man 
of common sense niht. to perceive, that the 
est»l>lisiiment of TWO PRICKS would 
put an end, in a short time, not oniy to the 
properly of the fund-holders, but to !lie 
sinecures and pensions, and aho to great 
numbers of other emoluments derived J'rom ike 
public revenue. Pul an end to all/or a time 
at least, and subjeclijig tnem to an after 
revision. ^ 

If we jire of opinion, (hattAiseifeci would* 
have been produceif ITy the cxamjde ot 
Lord King being followed, there is, 1 
think, little room for wonder, that the mi¬ 
nisters were alarmed at the prospect. J 
know it will be said, and with petfect 
truth, that the same effect will he pro¬ 
duced by Lord Stanhope’s Bill ; but, sup¬ 
posing it to produced fall fli sooa.ljy 
the Bill, it does not follow, that the mhiis- \ 
ters perceive that. On the contrary, it j 
would*seein, that they do not perceive it 
at all; and, it is evident, that ib^ have I 
a sort of vague notion, thatm? Bill wili 
stay the depreciation. 1 am convinced 
that it will Dpt; I am convinced, that it 
will h|8len the depreciation, and though 
not quite so fast as the example of Lord 
King would, still that, in the end, the ef¬ 
fect will hi the. same. But, the minisiers 
could, in the one jase, see the effect; in 
the other ,the^ajapear not to have seen 
it; and, this i#quite suflBcient to aceount 
for their giving their support to the Bill. 

• • • 

I^said btforvj Geotlearaj'tliat.this Bill 


‘Paper t^ainst GM. 

was the Jhst of a series of ni 68 S 0 res, the ob¬ 
ject of which would be to keep op the 
paper hydke force qf law. This sterns to 
be the opinion of all those who have op¬ 
posed it in the House of Peers ; that it is 
merely a step in the icid beaten path of 
keeping up by the arm of powef a depre¬ 
ciated paper-currency. This course hair 
been before pursued,, in other countries, 
and it has, in every parto^^e world, led to 
the .same end : the total deWiction of the 
paper. Each of the Colonies,nqw mouldy 
into an united nation in America, had its 
debt, its paper-money, its legal tenders, and its 
public ‘ bifhjcruptcy, before their separation 
from Englantl, and even before the revo¬ 
lutionary quarrel began. But, it was tn 
France, where the thing was performed 
upon a grand scale ; and, by taking a 
view somew’hat more close than we haya 
hitherto done, of the progre.ss of the raea- 
■sures in France, we shall be able more 
correctly to judge ot the tendency of what 
is now going on here. , 

I * * w 

There are divers* historie.s of wshat was 
done ill France, relative to the assignats ; ^ 
but, I choose to take for my authority one ' 
of the present Ministers, the Marquis 
Wfi.lesley, who, when hfe was Lord 
*IVIoe.n!ngton, made a .speech in the House 
of Commons, which was afterwards pub- 
lislicd in a pamphlet, or rathei; book, in, 
which he pave an account ot all the pranks 
played with the assignats in France, up to 
the'time of his making the speech, which 
was on the 21st of January, 1794, just 
thrCc y'edrs and a month before the then 
rninyitry, whom he supported, issued an 
Order in Council to protect the Bank of 
England against the demands of cash for 
their nqtes. ^ 

• * * • 

In this memorable speech, manifestly 
drawn up for the purpose of exciting horror 
In the people of Englapd at the wicked¬ 
ness of the French Rulers refcaiive to the 
assignats, and also to'tfftke thif people be- 
lievc, that the state of the assignats must 
prove the overthrow of France; in thi* 
memorable speech, not only facts are 
stated, but principles and maxims of 
finance arc laid dow’n. We will take a 
cjrsorv view of then^all; for time, which 
tries every thing, has now brought u*" into 
a state to judge correctly of those !<«;»,• 
principles, amf maxims. 

* • • 

Lord Wellesley fold the House ofUom- 
m«ui>, that the rulers of Frane# wtra.v*ry 
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wkied, but that they were not lest foolish 
than wicked ; that their ig^iorance was, at 
least, equal lo their yillainy, though the 
latter was surprisingly great/ He said, 
that, " the French Revolutionary Govern* 
“ raent, in ordej^ Jto supply an extrava- 
“ gant expenditure, had recourse, at first, 
“ to increasing the mass qf paper-money 
"and, that they declared, that they^ad 
" no other means Af sustaining the pressure of 
" the war, tha>!!*^by the creation of on addi- 
*' tianal quantity of assignats.’’ There is, 
then, nothing original in the declarations 
of Lord Liverpool and Perceval and Rose. 
Notliing new in their recent assertions, that 
it was the paper-rponey that enabled iliem 
to provide for the defence of\he kingdom, 
to make such great exertions against the 
" enemy of the human race," to gain such 
victories in Spain and Portugal, and to add 
such glories to the English name ! This 
was all very fine and full of comfort; but, 
as you now sue, Gentlepien, there was 
nothing new in it. The same thing had 
been said Ijefore* b}! the revolutionary 
rulers of France ; the same thing had been 
said by Dantun and Robespierre and their 
associates in praise of the revolutionary 
money of France. 

The Ministers have frequently denied* 
that the coin of the country is, or ought to 
be, the standard of value. Ro.se and Ixjrd 
•Westmorland and several others of ihein 
have denied, that the Bank notes ought to 
be looked upon as depreciated, merely be¬ 
cause they would not go I'or the same quan- 
tity of gold as formerly; and th» hireling 
writers have taken infinite pains to decry 
and ran down the gold and silver toin. 
One of them calls guineas an encumbrance; 
another says that gold and silver are 
nier<;ly articles of trapek, and that ijle ^ank 
notes are the only nioney fitting the coun¬ 
try ; another has said, tiiat, were it not for 
the National Debt, the patronage, and* lh«t 
paper- money the ^government could have no 
existence, aitd that xiia Bank notes oiler to 
the government a most indestructible sup¬ 
port, because they make tiw daily bread of 
every individual depend upon the government 
and, another has said, that Bank paper is 
the best bond of individual and public se¬ 
curity, and the only’medium of currency to 
suit and exert the energies of an insular and 
commercial people / 

• 

What a similarity between thislan^itpge 
and the language of fhe Rulers of France 
ia favour of their msignats! They called 


them, as Lord Wellesley said in hisipeechy' 
revolutionary money; their Chancellor of 
the Exchequer said that it was a happy 
thing for the people to have RtpuUkan 
assignats instead of pieces of metal bearing 
the ejigy of tyrants; that the whole nation 
despised the corrupting metals, and that he 
would soon nnd a way of driving back the 
vile dung into the bowels of the earth, bn 
another part of his speech Lor^d Wellesley 
tells us, that people were imprisoned and 
punished for their contempt qf assignats. 

Nevertheless, the people of France had, 
it seems, still an unnatural hankering after 
gold and silver in preference to assighats ; 
and, they did jn fact, make TWO PRICRS ; 
the consequence of w'hich was an enor¬ 
mous rise in the price of all the necessa-- 
ries of life, the proprietors of which were 
reviled as enemies of the country, and, as 
such, many hundreds of them were put to 
death. This, however, was -not sufficient 
to put a stop to the rise of prices, and, 
indeed, did not check it at all. Then 
came the law of MAXIMUM (asitwill in 
England if the present course be pursued), 
fixing the highest price at which any of 
the necessaries of life should be sold, and 
at which men should work and render 
their services. This terrible law, lord 
Wellesley tells us, had nearly starved th« 
whole nation; for tRe farmers would not 
bving their produce to market, and trades- 
,meB kept their goods locked up. Then, 
he tells us, that these persons wertf pursued 
as monopolists; and thus, said lord Wel¬ 
lesley, " every/amer whose barns and gi a- 
" naries are not empty ; every nierth&ht 
" and tradesman whose warehouswor shop 
" is not entirely unprovided with goods, 
" must be subject to the charge of rnono- 
" poly, ffhiscriwieis punished differently, 
"*a(jcording to the enormity of the case j 
" bat, most frequently the punishment is 
"death.” So that it is time tor farmers 
and tradesmen to look about them, and 
especiaiJ^i^Vtj- farmers ; who, if they (fq 
riot already see the danger of their land- 
Iord's,properiy being withheld from him, 
w ill, perhaps, b^more clear-Stghted when 
their own natural* fate is pointed out. 
They hear Lord ‘King accused of bladt 
malignity ; they he ir him charged with 
selpskness! they heai him cl.Tssed along with 
pedlars and Jews. Tt' if«» a*r as lord Wel- 
leslejj tells us,« pivciscTy* the * language 
which Damon and llobe'pivrrt- and tbesr 
underlings made' use of towards ihe peo¬ 
ple of property * in France, ^ho had a 





JULY 13, 1811.— P<q>tr against Oold, 


1*9 


^ contai^t Jot assignats.” They were ac¬ 
cused of inchisn,: they were called 
egotists, and were, in almost the very words 
in which Lord King is now arraigned by 
the CouRiEa, told that they “ coniinitted 
« a rob*)ery against the RIGHTS OF SO- 
“ (J[IETY'’! And, this is whht the peo¬ 
ple of»£ngland are told, observe, after 
eighteen years of war, after eighteen years 
or bioffd aifti taxation, in order, ,as they 
were promised, to preserve their country 
from what they saw going on in France! 

“ But, our paper is at par,” say some of 
the (Pittites still ; Our paper is not 
'• depreciated.” So they said in Frante. 
Yes, said lord Wellesley, ♦' the French 
“ minister of Finance has boasted, that 
“ his assignats are at par ; but, tlie laws 
" which have been passed for*|)uiiishing 
“ with long imprisonment any person who 

takes, gives, or oilers assignats under 
“ par, sufficiently account forThis circum- 
“ stance.” Good God! It would really 
seem, that every saying is to come home 
to uS ; that upon our devoted heads are to 
be visited all that was felt, and, which 
is more, perhaps, all that was, by our 
rulers, said to be felt by the people of 
France; aye, it really would sewn, that 
all, that all, to the very letter, is now to 
come home to thepeoplstof England, who were 
led to build their hopes of success ap/1 
of safety upon the ruin of the people, or 
at least, the governm#n^ of Fi ance I This* 
very bill now under discussion, will im¬ 
pose a penalty, whether of imprisonment or 
iftrt I-do not yet know, upon any person, 
who takfs, or gives, or oilers, bank notes, 
under-par. Thft prohibition was made in 
the Lords, and the Minister has said, that 
he means to^add the penalty ! ^ 

• • 

JLet us now loqk, then, at the conffast, 
whiclv Lord Wellesley (l•*■vv, upon that 
memorable occasion, between the situation 
of England and that of Frau<^e, From 
" this disgusting scene,” said tie, “ let i» 
** turn our eyes to our ov>n situation. Here 
" the contrgKt is stsikin^ in all its*parts. 
" Her# we see nothing of the character 
“ and genius of ARBITRARY FINANCE; 
" none of the bold frauds of bankrupt 
" power; none of the wild struggles*and 
" plunges of 4psppttsm in distress; no lop- 

ping offfron^ the capittd of the debt; no 
” nu^unsion of interest: no robbery linder 
»* the name of loan, NO RAISING THE 
.« VALUE* no DEBASING THE SUB- 
«SfTANCE ef THE.COIN.' Here we be- 
)■ ». 


" hold public credit, of every description, 

” rising under dll the disadvantages^ of a 
“ general '^ar; an ample revenue, flowing 
••freely and copiously from the opillence of 
" a contented people.” 

• I.' 

Gentlemen, read this with attentien; ^ 
and# when you have so done, draw your- “ 
selves the contrast wbibh^he situation of 
England now presents witl^hat of France! 

It is a fact perfectly notorieu'^, that there 
is no such thing as paper-money in France; 
it is also notorious, that not only does 
France abound in gold coin, but that the 
coin of this country, the guineas of‘Eng¬ 
land, are now* gone and are daily going to 
France ; aye, to that same country, which 
was to be ruined and overcome and sub¬ 
dued by tbe failure of its finances ! This 
speech of Lord Wellesley, and all the nu¬ 
merous other speeches of the same de- 
l^scripiion, were intended for the purpose of 
i gaining the people’s concurrence to the 
prosecution ef the Anti jacobin war, which 
war,.by adding five iundred millions sterling 
to our Debt, has produced the fruitoT which 
we are now about to taste. Year aft^r year 
the same means were made use of for the 
same purpose, and with similar success. 
At the opening of the Session bf Parlia- 
*ment, in October, 179(i, Pitt himself told 
the Honourable House, that, in his conscience, 
be believed, that, with finances “so dilapi-* 
dated, tbe French would not be able to stand 
out another campaign! " This DEPRECIA- 
“ TION of the Assignats,” said he," is so 
" severely feft, that it has been repeatedly 
" admitted, that means must be found to 
" employ resources less wasteful. This 
" principle has been recognized by every 
" Ikiancier or statesman. Fiven at the pe- 
" riod when the depreciation was only one 
“ half, *it was declared, that, unless some 
** immediate remedy was applied, they 

wpuld be unable to maintain their ar- 
*‘ mies. Months have since elapsed, and 
" no substitute has ^een em^oyed. Jfe- 
“jources thus strained to their utmost pitch, 
"•and incapable of any renovation, must have 

in thenqselves the seeds of detay, and tbe 
" cause of inevitable dissolution.” 

*This, Gentlemen, was Pitt’s reasoning 
as applied to Frances Little did that pre¬ 
sumptuous and shallow man dream, that,i^ 
kss than four months from that very day, he 
was doomed to come into that same House 
of*C8mmons, auU 'from the sa«ae spot 
where he then stood, announce that the 
Bank of England was no longer nble to 
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pay,its notes in the coin of the realm,' anfl 
that he had been guilty a violation of 
the law in issuing an Order of Council to 
guarantee the Bank Company against 
the conse(p]ences of refusing to pay the 
debts due to theiifcoi editors! But, as if this 
were not'enough, he rilust, in the speech 
just referred to, comment upon certain 
tnetallic money then^ it was said, about to 
he issued in Fi^ce. " Metallic pieces,” 
said he, “ ape.Mt seems, to be put in circu- 
latioti; but it is not said, Vhether these 
"are to be of the DENOMINATED 
'‘VALUE: if so, they are only ME- 
“T^LLIC assignats!” Yew his same 

minister, who ha^been impudently called, 
‘‘ the greo/ StMteman now no' more,” had, 
.in a short time afterwards, to propose to 
this same House of Commons, lo sanction 
the issuing of Dollars at 4^. and 9d. the real 
value of which was 4s. 4|d.; he lived long 
enough to propose to the same House of 
Commons, to give its kanotion to an issue 
of dollars at 5s.; if he had lived till now, 
(I always,tegret"that be did not!) he 
would have seen the Dollar at 5s. Gd. And, 
what he would have seen it at, if he had 
Jived till a few years Itence, I must leave 
Time, the trier ot all things, the rewardcr 
of all good, deeds, and the avinget' of all in¬ 
juries, 10 say. , 

^ YVu u iji now be able to judge how far 
our Situation, in respect to paper-money, 
resembles t/iai of France at ibe litne when 
the revolutionary rulers of that country 
were endeavouring to keep up the As¬ 
signats by the arm of the la\?, by the ter¬ 
rors of (hr. jail and the guillotine. ,Mr. 
Perceval says that there is no restmblan.ee 
xvltatever^ beiween the bank notes and (he 
as.sigriat*s. I shall shew you, that jJIr. Per- 
cevaj is deceived ; ijiat he doe's not uader- 
staiid this raatiei ; and that, if he had 
lead the. works of Paine, at the time when 
Jiis colleague Lujd Eldon (then Attofney 
General) vv*s'jirosccuting the author, he 
would not ha.ve httzarded any such as¬ 
sertion. *, ' 

• 

But, we must now take a Itfok at the* 
whole of this .speech of Mr. Perceval. I 
mean his speet ii in the House of Cdln- 
mons, on Tuesday "jp-st, the 9tli instant, 
upon the first reading . f l.ord Stanhope’s 
•il'd in the House of Commons. This 
Sperch will be a memorable one. The 
child yet unborn wji^have cause f® think 
ot this Speech; and of the series of mea- 
siii e.s, of which, as appears tp me, it is the 
Hcccssarv forcjunner, * , 


Mr. Perceval (I have the report of hi* / 
speech as given in the Courimi) began by 
stating his reasons for having come roend 
to the support of Lord Stanhope’s Bill, 
after having, at first, disapproved of it.. 
He says, that he, at first, thovighl it unne¬ 
cessary, because he did not ihink, that,«ny 
l»ody would follow the example of Ldfd 
King ; but, that finding that it was likely, 
that the example would be followed, he 
then thobght it necessary to suppoft the 
bill. Thus, then, ai any rife, it h is been, 
me individual who has caused 'his bill; 
the bill is made for the purpose of pre» 
venting tliat individual and others from 
obtaining in payment of rent what Jlhe 
law now autburizes them to demand ; it is 
a bill, in fact; whirh, against the will of 
one of the parties at leaft, alters contracts 
made yearf ago. Yes, says Mr. Perceval, 
it does so ; but, the same was done in 1797 ! 
That is the answer. Because the thing 
was done by Pitt, he maj'-do it! He 
.said, that, until now, this preference for 
coin before paper had been .shown by 
none but i'edlars, Jews, and Smugglers; 
and, in speaking, afterwards, about the 
pOiWibility of the Bill being inefficient,' 
and a legal tender being necessary, he 
said, that he did, however, ••hope, that the 
“ ODIUM attaching to the conduct which 
“ gave use to this Bill. WOULD PRE- 
"VENT OTHERS FROM FOLLOW- 
“'iNG THE EXAMPLE.” These are 
snemorable wnwls, especially considering 
irorn whom they came. Aye,‘aye! I 
know well what W'oikings of mipd there 
must have been before they were uttered' 

I would not have such v\'orkings iii my 
mind for u n times the worth of ib% rever¬ 
sion o( Lord Arden’s sinecure. Oh! a 
lime is coming, when all these ihingi 
wdl be se#n and felt as they <Aight to be. 

Bbt, let us rOurn to th'is'memorable ex¬ 
pression : *' the ODIUM !” A roan,' then, 
is, it seems, to incur odium if he demand 
lys due f hiS^itie in equity as well as in 
law! Gentlemen, you are, for the most 
part, tenants; but^take care how you suffer 
yourselves to be Igd to wish Tor aiyr ad¬ 
vantage from this Bill, which wilf^most 
assuredly operate, in the end, to your 
injtyry, and perhaps, to your titter ruin. 
Let me explain lo you, a little more fully 
than 1 have hitherto doV'.'lbe nature of 
Lord*King’s demand updjn his* tenants. 
He let a farm, for instance, in 18()2, ta 
John Stiles forXlOO a yenx,^ngood and 
laigfulmojwy eff t!i€ realm. He jhig, until 

/ 
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V. w, continneil to take the jO.lOO a. year i 
in bank notes; but now he finds, that those 
notes are so far from being good and law¬ 
ful money of the realm, that they hare 
sunk ill value iJ() per centum, and that, 
instead of .£.100 he would, in effect, get 
onl3»,£’.80. If, however, tli* thing was 
iiWMy to stop where it is, he might possi- 
bly ge on rs^ceiving paper to the end of 
the preffink leases, when he would take 
‘^care t6 raise his rent of course ; but, the 
Ihing is not liRely to stop ; it goes regu¬ 
larly on ; gold is purchased up; a guinea 
sells for ‘27 s. Gd. And is it not, then, time 
for I^ird King.'to begin to protect himself 
against this depreciation? John Stii^s, 
you see, sutlers no hardship in this, be¬ 
cause he raises the pfice of his com and 
‘cattle to meet thc’eflects of the def)recia- 
don. Suppose, for instance^, that the 
paper has depreciated 20 per centum, or 
■4ve pounds in every twenty, since ISOft; 
and suppose, that wheat is mV' 2i pounds 
a load ; consequently, it will require only 
fottr loads of wheat to pay of.lOO now, 
but it must have required /Jre loads to pay 
,£.100 in 1802. But, is it not just and 
fair, that John Stiles should give L<yrd 
King as much wheat for his rent in 1811 
as he contracted to give him iq 1802? 
If he does not do this, and if the paper go 
on depreciating, mav it not come to pass, 
that John Stiles will not give Lord King 
more than a bushel of wheat in a yea/? 
Aye, may it; and a greoi deal sooner loo*| 
than many persons* stem to imagine. 
And, be 4 ;ause Lord King wisiies lo avoid 
tkis r.uin is he to be lumped along with 
jews, pedlars, and smugglers, and arc? we 
to be told of the odium attaching to his 
conduct? However, upon this head, I 
shall always say, for my part, that the 
Lords are life best judges of whether 
or their tenants are likely to make^ine 
bek use of the rents ; and, if they likfe to 
give the rtnts to the tenants, I know of no 
one who has any right to find fault with 
them. They and the oth^'geesll land* 
owners appear to have abundant confi¬ 
dence in Mj. Perceval, iii the Bank, and 
in th| £aA India Cqpipany ; and the 
Clergy appear to have equal confidence in 
them. Well, then; I really sec no good 
reason thdt we, the people in genial, 
have to find fault with what-is going on. 
The matter sShml, I think, to lie wholly 
between the ISnd-owncrs* and this .little 
•harp gentleman and his colleagues j and 
.to them i vill leave it, losing quite satis¬ 
fied, that the former are qoht about eitjoy- 
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I in^ the just reward of their conduct ,for 
the last twenty-six years. 

. Mr. Perqeval said, that those wh» sup¬ 
ported the B.ink Restriction Act in 17a7 
were inconsistent in not supporting this 
Bill; and he talked a gr,e>t deal about the 
inconsistency of thfose who propvfjed, the 
other day, to continue the Restriction for . 
two *years longer. W>th tiiese mitiers, 
Gentlemen, WE have nothing to do. The 
affair is all their own. Tl^lf made the 
war that produied the loons that produced 
the paper that produced tbp run that pro¬ 
duced the stoppage of cash payments that 
produced athe depreciation that produced 
the sale of guineas and the, hoarding and ex~ 
pottation of them. THEIR work the whole 
of it is, and which set of them were first at 
it, or which last, is of no consequence to 
us. They have it all amongst them. They 
chose the grounds of war, and the time for 
beginning; they put down all those who 
•opposed them; .they have been, for 2d 
5 'ears, the rulers of the country and the 
masters of all its resources. , ^One .set, 
therefore, is, and cfiight to be, jijst the 
same as the other in the eyes of the peo¬ 
ple. I.et them settle the matter of pre¬ 
cedence between them; let them bait 
one another as long as they*ple.|i5e ; but 
kt not us be, by such bailing, amused 
and drawn away from the great points at 
issue. 

• * 

Tlie " olyret «?/ the bill,” Mr. Pcrceva! 
said, “ was to prevent the establishment of 
“ TWO PRICES, which must be the case 
“ if l.ord«Kitrg’s example were generally 
“ followed.’* Now, you will he so good 
as to^iear in iniud. Gentlemen, that this 
is, Mr. Perceval says, the olyect of the llill; 
and, I beg you also to bear in mind, that 
I say, l&at tn this objetit the Iii‘1 will fail. 
.Here we are, then, I and the Minister, 
foot to foot in opposition. 1 saj' his scheme 
will ^ot prevent the TN^O PRICES. I 
say it will not: he says that«such is its 
object: we shall see who is wight. He 
ou^ht to be; for, I am surft, he is paid 
money enough for thinking io{ this most 
thinking pfople in the world. Me did, 
however, confess, that it was possible, that 
thiP bill might not be efficient; and, wbal 
w'as then to be dong*? Why, the bank 
notes, he said, must, in that case, be mad* 
a legal tender t Bravo! Come : to't again 1 * 
Once more, and then comes the maximum! 

I alwajis said, that it, would be thus. I 
always said, that the moment any fine put 
the ^aper-money to the Int, paper- 
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ino^ey would be made a legal tendelV. They bad a maximum in France, in the/^ 
This Bill it was (but I dp not believe it times of depreciated paper-money. The 
now is) believed would have tlje same ef- rulers of that day, finding the assignats 
feet; but, if it fail of that effect, then the depreciate very fast, passed a law to put 4 
legal tender is, it stems, to come. stop to the depreciation, which only mad^ 

(. t them depreciate the. faster; and, as the 

Mr. Perceval Bays,“that this may be-, assignats we/e bought and »old, as our h>nk 
come necessary. For V)hat, Mr. l*eiceval ? paper now is, they passed another lasj^to 
If'hat may it become necessary for ? 'Ne- prevent the gold from passing fol> wore 
cessary to do .^hat, thou Minister of Fi- than its nominal worth and to piwrent the 
nance? you will say, 1 suppose, to paper td pass for /ess than its ndminal 

prevent TWO PRICKS, ^nd to PRO- worth. This object, though attempted to 
TECT THE FUNDHOLDER. And, be accomplished by the means of very se- 
dosl thou really think; dost thflu, a dis- vere penalties, was not accomplished, 
ciple of the great statesman no^>no more. There was still a money price and a paper 
think, in good earnest, that a legal tender price; for, when a man went to market, 
law would prevent two prices and protect the he pulled out, his paper, or his coin; and, 
fund-holder ? Forgive rne, but, it is iinpos- the article was high or low priced accord- 
sible for me to refrain from laughing at ingly. If the thing to»be bought was a 
the idea. You will say, I suppose, that it ; quarter of, mutton, for instance, a crown 
is “no laughing matter.” Cry, then, if I piece in silver might be the price ; but, if 
you like, but I will not; nor will any one | tlte payment was to be made with paper, 
belonging to me. But, »how is the /ega/|then the pri«jt might be te» pounds or fifty 
tender to prevent IWO PRICES being pounds, perhaps. I'he next thing, there- 
made ? Ap act of"parliament, making the j fore, was to prohibit th* use of coin altoge- 
bank notes a legal ftnder, would cause iher. But, this did not answer the pur- '' 
debts to be paid in paper; but, it could j pose. The assignats still kept depreciat- 
not niake the Butcher or the Baker give | ing, and the rate of depreciation kept on- 
their meat or bread for bank notes. They ■ increasing, till at last, it required a hun- 
would and they must and they will have dred pounds to purchase a pair of common 
two prices; a money price and a paper : shoes; and, this was not at all wonilerful; 
price ; and this will become general in I for, when once a paper-money is got into 
spile of every thing that can be done to ' a slate of acknowledged and notorious de- 
oppose it. What protection, then, will the pi'ecialion, it always goes on with uccele- 
fund-holder, or “public creditor,” as he is ^ated velocity. .Well, what was now to be 
called, to derive from measures like these ? done? If it took* a^ hundred pounds to 
Mr. Perceval supposes a case (of which I | purchase a pair of common shoe.s, what 
will say more hy-and-bye) In which the was the use of collecting taxes in such mo- 
fundholder ol 6,000/. capital rents a house iiey*? And what was to become of those 
of 300/, a year, and says that it would be whose incomes, founded on former con- 
extremelv hard, if this man, who is otdiged tracts, were paid thi ni irf such money ? 
to receive his 300/, a year Irom the go- What was the g<»vernnient. to do ? Why, 
vernment in papa-, jvere lo beleftiexposcd to fix a />AVc upon all the nccesShries of life, 
to the compulsion of paying his 300/. a , and *10 compel people to sell their goods at 
year rent in gold. Where is the/lardsA»/>, those prices. This wak done, and All 
if bunk notes ar^ fls good os go/d.? V.’liere Farmers, Bakers, Butchers, and others, ‘ 
is the hardship, if the notes have not de- were compelled to sell their commodities 
predated? And these*as.sertions are daily qt the Same‘]tfice, in assignats, as they 
and hourly made. . But, to return to fhr used to sell them at in money, before any 
Baker and Butcher, for these are the lads assi/mts were made. The'consequence 
that it will be most difficult to'niaiittgef of this was, that \l^ 05 e who fitd corn or 
what will this fund-holder do with// wot.? meat or other necessaries, did not ining 
How will Mr. Verccya.l protect him against them to market; the shop-keepers shut 
them ? Why, to be'jsure, he will, and in- up jjjieir shops, or hid their goods. To 
deed, consistently, he must, have recourse countt ract this, a law was p'assed to punish 
:tomujr//A«m. And, it may not be amiss »»onopo//it/5, and every m&ii wfio kept more • 
here to explain to you farmers and trades- corn,.meat, or necessaries 6f anjr sort, in 
men what a maximumjpaoam ; for, yeu dvill his house, than was absolutely necessary 
find it 7 matter, in which you are very for the use of hij own family^ became a 
«eej)iy interested. _ rnonoptAist, and, in many eases, such par- * 
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were punished with death! This was 
the last of thst series of measures, which 
was adopted in France during the reign 
of terror and blood. The guillotine was 
continually at work to enforce this last 
measure. The market place in every 
considi^able town reeked witl^ human 
bloodl^ Hundreds of thousands of inno* 
cent coiAtry cpeople and shop-keepers 
perished u)»^lhe scaffold and in prison 
in conseifuence of the laws made ftfr the 
pu\fose ef sustairibig a depreciated paper- 
money in France; and, wherever a similar 
project is attempted to be forced into exe¬ 
cution, gimilar consequences will follow. 

At last, however, the people ,of France, 
unable to endure so hell«h a system any 
longer, put an end to it and to its authors. 
The paper-money was totally annihilated, 
and, in a short lime, gold and silver came 
jback into circulation. Sut, in the mean 
.while, what protection did anj; of these 
measures give to the man of fixed income, 
who might be comparod to our fundholder ? 
How d.id he get any protection Irom any of 
these measures r Yet,, he got lull as much 
as the fund-holder in England will get front 
tills measure of Mr. Perceval, who, though 
he may, in part, ruin the land-owner, will 
not,thereby, do the fund-holder the sm*allest 
good. The rent of the fund-holder’* house is 
the least article of his*yearly expences 
His servants, his upholsterer, his butcher, 
liis baker, bis haberdasher, Iws draper, bis 
brewer, tiiS wine-merebaot, &c. &c. will 
ail be paid in gold, or in paper upon the 
principle of TWO PRICES. There is, 
tlicrctore, no means of pi otectingilie fund- 
holder ag&inst these gentlemen, except the 
maximuvi. It is useless to talk about it, and 
for people to attempt to buoy themselves 
up with a sor»of vague notion of the im¬ 
possibility that an English ministry should* 
ever'do what was done by Robespierre. •! 
hope they never will, indeed ; but, this 1 
am. sure of, that, without doing what was 
.done by Robespierre, they tannvtwnake 
till' fund-holder’s incoiin’ equal in value to 
gold and silver. This is what Mr. Pearce 
val wishes to* do ; ijiis what he calls 
protecting the fund-holder,.and this would 
be protecting him , ut this, I tell him, he 
cannot do, nor can all the powers on ear^h 
^o it. To stop where we are is within tlie 
•*copeof po«»frt7%.^*By an immediate s»p 
to the iJicrdkse ul> the Natiutial Debt and 
the Dividends; Sy am immediate stop to 
all Loansanc^ssues of Excliigquer Bills ; by 
an immediate reduction of the Taxes j by 
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' such*means, immediattly adopted, we migli| 
stop where we arebut, to restore is impos> 
sibie. To n^ake the dividends worth 
their nominal amount in ^old and silver is 
no more possible than it is to bring* back 
yesterday. ,, 

• • 

When 1 closed my last Letter, I thought 
that, id this, 1 should ha|e been able to 
conclude the discussion; biL the debate 
in the House of Commons has Seated new 
matter, and, as I wish to see the'event of 
the Bill now before that House, before I 
take my leave of the subject, 1 must defer 
the conclusion till next week. ^ 

In the mean while, , 

1 remain. Gentlemen, 

Your friend, 

W“. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Ntwqate, 

Friday, \2thJuty, ISll. 


• I* , 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. * 

Portugal.—The War. —Dispatch from 
Lord Wellington, June 6th. 

(Concluded from p. , 

• 

Notwithstanding that these works have 
been carried on with great rapidity, I ant 
happy to .say they are themselves sf> com¬ 
plete, and the communication from one to 
the other so well assured, that our loss 
hiiberto throughout the siege has been 
very smal^ U am sorry to say that 
Lieutenant Hawker of the Royal Artillery, 
an Oflliter who has distinguished himself 
in these operations, was killed this morning. 

The enemy have hitherto made no 
movemynifjto disturb our operations; but 
1 understand that three battalions were 
moved from the blockade of Cadiz in the 
last days of May ; and I have received a 
report, that the battalions of the 9th corps, 
destined to reinforce «tl)e Arn^ of the 
'Soutk, were/to arrive at Cordova on the 
5th or 6lh of this month. 

•The Army of Portugal likewise broke 
up from toe Tormes on the 3d instant, 
and Uieir first march was in the direction 
of tile passage of the Tagus. 

1 have received a Icfter from Mr. Wel¬ 
lesley of the I St instant, from which I 
learn that General Suchet had invested 
Tarragona.—1 have, See, 

(Signed) • VYblunowk. 



«] POLITICAL REGISTER—OJfoW JVi;)erj. 


SlPAlN.—ManAo/ Bereiford to his Army.-^ 
Altnara, .115/ Ijtny, ISl 1. 

'• t 

Hi» Excellency the Marshal, having on 
the 1 ‘^th published an order, thanking the 
troops for thejr.good conduct in defeating 
and rvpulsing the enemy in the battle of 
the Iftlh, could not help directing himself 
in particular to (he British and Portuguese 
troops, wh^more immediately served 
under his (Wders on that day, which con¬ 
ferred such honour on till the troops that 
took part in iU—The Marshal almost finds 
himself necessitated to limit himself to ge¬ 
nerally thanking the oflicers <siul soldiers, 
seeing how diRicult it is to make distinc¬ 
tions, when all, and each one in particu¬ 
lar, well and nobly conducted himself. 
His Excellency can only applaud and 
give thanks to all the corps of Cavalry, 
Artillery, and Infantry, that were under 
his command in that battle, in which the 
honour of their respective countries was 
nobly maintained. Valour was seconded 
by discipline, andovictory was the result. 
—-The Marshal acknowledges his thanks 
to be especially due to Major-General 
Cole; and considers that Major-Gen. the 
Hon. W. Stewart, by his very great ser¬ 
vices, (jontribuled greatly to the fortunate 
success of that day ; his Excellency begs 
him to accept his thanks.—The Marshal 
feels the misfortune which befel the first 
brigade of the 2nd division, it was gal¬ 
lantly engaged under its valourous Com*’- 
mandant, in using that truly British wea¬ 
pon the bayonet; but in that moment it 
was attacked in the rear 'by the enemy'.s 
cavalry, whose approach, in consequence 
of the heavy rain and bad state oEthe at¬ 
mosphere, was not perceived, and all their 
efforts rendered abortive. His Excellency 
isjiatisfied with t^is brigade; the j2d and 
Sd brigades of the same division, particu¬ 
larly merit the thanks of the Marshal, 
who joins in the sentiments of .‘Sbrrow, 
caused to^ll tfie officers and soldiers, by 
the loss vahich they have suffered in offi¬ 
cers and soldiers, and particularly b;^,llle 
death of Major Gen. Houghton, and Lieut. 
Col. Duck worth; it^will console them lo 
knoiv, that they rest in the tomb of 
honour, dying in the roost noble of causes, 
and were fully reVenged by the soldiers 
who survived them. Colonel Inglis, of 
the 57tb, Lieub-Col. Abercrombie, and 
Major L’Estrange, likewise deserve to be 
particularized in |;be Marshal’satbanks. 
His Excellency laments with the Fuzileer 
I^igade, the loss of its valiant Commander, 


• Lieut.-Col. Sir W. Myers, and thankr^it 
for the share it had in the success of that 
day; he gives his particular thanks to 
Lieut.-Gen. Alien, and the light brigade 
of the King's German Legion, under his 
orders. 1’he dispositions of the General, 
and the conduct of the officers and soldiers, 
were every thing his Exce>lency>^onld 
w'ish. Major-General Hamiltot^nd the 
Portuguese troops merit praise; 

discipline was all that their natuf^l valour 
required to place them dh a level with the- 
best troops, to which class they now ac¬ 
tually belong. Great praise is due to 
Brigadier General Harvey, and the -bri¬ 
gade under his command, for its conduct, 
and the firmness svith which it repulsed 
the attack of the French cavalry. The 
Marshal also renders his thanks to the 
brigades of Brigadier General Tonseau, 
and Brigadier General Campbell, as also 
.to the brigade of Colonel Collin.s, and l.e 
feels witliAhe utmo.et regret the misfor¬ 
tune which befel the latter officer.—^The 
hlarshal likewise gives his thanks to 
Major-General the Honourable William 
Luniley, for the able manniT in w hich he 
manceuvred the allied cavalry against the 
much superior number by which he was 
opposed, preventing the enemy from ob¬ 
taining his object. The officers and sol¬ 
diers of the cavalry have an equal right 
to the thanks of the 31arshal fi»r their 
'•firm deportment, which overawed the 
enemy, and prevented him, notwithstand¬ 
ing his superiority', from attempting any 
thing against it. The MarshaJ must also 
'speak with praise of Briga(lier-Gene*-al 
Long, and the Hon. Colonel Gray, for the 
jiarl which they took in directing the ca¬ 
valry ; as also of Colonel Otway, for the 
dispositions which he made to cover the 
left of iRe line. Major HoKtaman, Major 
Dsxon, and the officers and soldiers of the 
Bfilish, Germans, and Portuguese artil¬ 
lery, deserve the greate.sl prafte, and the 
Marshal accordingly gives them his 
thanks.^Thf! Marshal well knows that 
every officer and soldier deserves to be 
named in particular, the conduct of all has 
been most valTaql and nobrh, and never 
were given greater proofs of_brilliant 
British valour. The Portuguese also 
shewed, that in the field of battle they are 
capable ofemulating the allies whom they 
love,—The Marshal his thank.sto' 

a!l the officers of his !?faff^ and particu- 
larly to Brigadier-Geiieral D’Urban, 
Quarter-inastez-general of ihf army, who 
so much contributed to the success of tire 
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tl^; to Brigadier-General Mozinho, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Book, Lieutenant-Co 
lonci Harding, and to the ofiicers of the 
Deputy and Adjutant-General and Quar- 
ler-JVIaster-General. He likewise gives 
his thanks to Brig.-<ilen. Leriers, and to 
the officers of tlie present Staff’olj his Ex- 
cellettw^or the aid which he received 
from ttiel^>—Soldiers, you have fought, 
and reduce<S%» shameful flight, a haughty mid 
vdia-glaridus enemy, and covered yourselves 
U'U^ true glory. The victories which the 
British troops have gained over the ene¬ 
my are as ntany as the battles they have 
fought. ^ (Signed) Rook, T. C. A. G. 


Spain. . The Duke qf Dafmdlia to his 

army, 9ih June, J S11. 

“ Fellow Soldiers !—A month (^as not 
elapsed since your arms were crowned 
M'«th triumph on the plains of Albuera, 
•and since the. enemy iieinbhid at the 
thunder ol your artillery. Discomfited 
they fled, and left their cannon and their 
standards in your possession. Soon you 
shall have another opportunity of display¬ 
ing your valour, if the English will ven-« 
tore to give it you, and, with another glo¬ 
rious and derisive vi' toiy, you shall ter¬ 
minate the war in the Peiiinsu la.—I'ada- 
jo 2 , liesieged on every side ; bombarded 
without intermissiun during twelve .suc¬ 
cessive days and nights, and surrounded 
by enemies for nearly two .months, has 
bravely resisted every* effort—still will 
the noble garrison disappoint the inten¬ 
tion^ of tile foe, anti reply to their sum¬ 
monses Vrom the mouth of the cannon, r«?- 
turning defi ime for the empty threats of 
the as.sailaiits. M'arshal Bt-resfurd and all 
his Portuguese were unequal to accom¬ 
plish its f<dl.* The aid of the ^British 
Commander in Chief will also be iaciieis- 
tual,*aiid if by tielays, retreats, add unP- 
iioeuvres of every kind, they may avert 
the.biow for a time, yet it must and shall 
^all, and with such a weighras ta »rush 
our opponerUs.~Cumrades, in this con¬ 
flict the British are not the greatest «uf- 
ferers?—No. **11 is the janhappy Portu¬ 
guese nation that is borne down by the 
burden of affliction. A people whom the 
Emperor wishes to make truly hii|)py—^ 
ipcople possessing within themselves ad 
rvneuns of felicity—^ people who wish to 
retain those’blesshigs ?—but* a people tlc- 
ceived, betrayed*, insulted, niiiicd, and 
trampled upqp—not by u3,who are mis- 
called inv^ers, but by the Eagliah, the 


Official ’Pai^rt. [54fi 

real invaders of Portugal and Spain.—y 
That people now see their error, but too 
late. They now know their friends, it»i 
w'ould wiliingfy stretch forth the hand of 
peace, but it is withered by the macliina- 
tions of England.—Let us my coun* 
trymen, avenge their* cause. Let «s bo 
the advocates of the oppressed, not by 
words tfiit by deeds. Already « e are in 
a situation to meet the Engi^rih, if they 
dare to accept our defiance. 'iThey will 
not while they can avoid it; but it will 
soon be out of their power to refuse ; and 
they shrink in vain from that blow, which 
they have nrdihcr the strength to meet, 
nor the resoluEion to oppose., 

MarshhlDuke of Dalmatia.” 


Spain and Portogal.—E rfrncr of a Dis¬ 
patch from Lord Viscount Tulavera id the 
Earl of Liverpool, dated, Quinta de Gra- 
nicha, I'Uh June, ISII, giving an Ac- 
count of the raisihg of the Siege if }i/ida~ 
joz; and inclosing a Cofiy of a Letter 
Jrom General Spene.f, giving alt Account 
of his evacuation of Almeida.—tubthhed 
in London, 6t/t July, IS 11. 

In consequence of a report from the 
Chief Engineer, Lieul.-Colonei Fletcher, 
that the fire Irom St. Cbristoval miglit oc¬ 
casion the loss of many lives in the opera¬ 
tions on the left of the Guadiana, and the 
•breach in that out-work having been ap- 
[Nirently much improved l)\- the fira 
throughout the tiih, 1 directed that an at¬ 
tempt might be made to carry St. Chris- 
toval by storm Aat night. Major-Gene¬ 
ral lioustoun, who conducted ihe ppera- 
tions of the siege on the right of the Gua- 
diana, accordingly ordered a detachment 
under Major Mackintosh, of the S.^ih regi¬ 
ment, tg niake Ihe attem[it. The men 
vanced under a very heavy fire of mus¬ 
ketry and liaiid-grcnades fro.n the out¬ 
work, wild of shot ari'l riu Hs from the 
town, with the utmo.si intrepi lity, and in 
Jhe best order, to the ho*toni ot iha breach^ 
thV gflvanceJ gu-ircl being led by Ensign 
Dyas, of ihc. .'j ist regiuient, who volun* 
tetfred to jit>ifonn this duty; fiut they 
four.d that tiic enemy hid cleared the 
rubb»h I’rnm the bottom of the escarp; and 
nnlwithstamling that ihly were provided 
w'itii ladders, it was impossible to mount 
it. Tiiey retired with some loss. The 
fire upon St. t lijiist.oval, as well as upon 
the plac%, continued on the 7ih, 8tb, and 
9th, on which the breach in the of 
St. Cbristoval appeared practicable, and 
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Idirected that n mcond attempt shoultl be 
made on that night to obtain possession 
oh*lhat out-work. Major-G/eneral Hous- 
toun ordered another detachment for this 
service, under the command of Major 
Macceachy, ofrfhe 17th Portuguese regi- 
meni, who, with the officers destined to 
command the diflTerent parties con^posing 
the detachment, had been employed 
throughout /^e 8th and 9th in reconnoi- 
tering tjierbreach, and the different ap¬ 
proaches to it. They Advanced at about 
nine at night in the best order, though 
opposed by the same means and with the 
sapie determination as had Jwcn opposed 
to the dftaclwnent which had made the 
attempt oti the Oth. Ensign Dyas again 
led the advance, and the storming party 
arrived at the foot of the breach; but they 
found it impossible to mount it, the enemy 
having again cleared the rubbish from the 
bottom of the escarp. Tiie detachment 
suffered consideratJly,^ and Major Mat- 
geachy, the commanding officer, was un- 
fortuna^y killed," and others of the of¬ 
ficers fell; but ih% troops continued to 
maintain their station till Major-General 
Houstoun ordered th.-m to retire. When 
the reinf.-ircements had arrived from the 
frontiers of Castile, after the battle of Al- 
buera, I undertook the siege of Badajws, 
entertaining a belief that the means of 
which.I had the command would reduce 
the place before the end of the second 
week in June ; at which time I expected 
that the reinforcements for the enemy’s 
southern army, detached f-oin Castile, 
would join Marsha! Soulf. .?* was unfor¬ 
tunately mistaken in my estin<;ue^of the 
quality of those means. We t.ad failed 
in two attempts to obtain possession of 
fort St. Christoval, and it was obvious to 
me (hat we couhLnot obtain p<>ise«sion of 
that out-work, without performing a work 
which would hive required the iobour of 
several days tq complete. On the'uiorn- 
ing of tlit» 10;h instant, I rece,i\’ed vhe in¬ 
closed inWreepted dispatch from the l>u^, 
of Dalmatia to the Duke of liagusa, vvliifh 
pointed put clearly the enemy’s design to 
collect in Estremadura their ^hole foref ; 
and I had reason to believe that Drouei’s 
corps, which had marched from T8ledo 
on the 28th and^Pth of May, and was 
expected at Cordova on the 5th and 6th 
instant, would have joined the southern 
army by the 10th ; and*il was generallj' 
expected in the country, that thetsoathern 
army would have moved by that time. 
The movement of this army alone,would 


have created a necessity for raising t'je 
siege; but on the same morning I received 
accounts from the frontiers of Castile, 
which left no doubt of the destination of 
the army of Portugal to the southward, 
and gave ground for belief that they 
would arrive at Merida on the l^fth inst. 
1 therefore ordered that the si^r^f^ight 
be raised. I have every rtfasori^ be sa-f 
tisfied with the conduct of afTftie officers 
and tloops employed at the siege*oF Bada« 
joz, whose labours and eViertions deserved 
a very different result. Major General 
Picton directed the operations on the left 
of the Guadiana, and Major-General 
.Houstoun on the right; and I am much 
indebted to these officers, as well as to 
Major-Geneia! Flamiltoii, and the other 
General and Staff-officers, and the officers 
and troops under their commands respec¬ 
tively. Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, of the 
I Royal Engineers, was the directing engl- 
peer, and^immediately superintended the 
operations on the lelt of tlie Guadiana; 
and Captuin Squiieif those on the right of 
that river; and (hose officers and the 
corps of Engineers have by their conduct 
fcn this occasion augmented their claims'to 
my approbation. Lieut.-Colonel Fram¬ 
ingham commanded the artillery, having 
under his orders Major Dickson attached 
to the Portuguese fervice, who during the 
absence of Lieul.-Colonel FVarninghain 
'with the troops which were employed to 
cover the operations, conducted all the 
details of this Important department. I 
had every reason to be sali.sfic(| with these 
officers, and mo.st particularly with Mi.jor 
Dick-son, from whose activity, zeal-, and 
iiiteliigence the public service has derived 
great advantages in the different opera- 
tion.s agaimsi Badajoz. Captain Cleves, ol 
^tlje HaTfoveriari Artillery, Conducted that 
department on'lhe right of the Guadiana 
vrtth great success. ’The service of the 
b.tlteries was performed by detachments 
from the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd regiments ol 
Poi tifgeese Artillery, who conducted ihem- 
.selves remarkably well. They were aided 
by "Captain I^ainsford’s cqmpany of the 
Royal Artillery,, who Were fndef^tigable; 
.some of them -having never quitted the 
batteries. 1 am much indebted to Gene¬ 
ral Leite, the Governor o,f the* Province ol 
Alentejo and of Elvas, for the assistance 
which he again afFordfiff me ii/ this opera¬ 
tion. I inclose a return*of the killed and 
wounded throughout the siege, from whicti 
your Lordship will observe dhat, excepf.- 
ing in the attemptB to obtain possession oi 
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j. Christoval, our loss has not been severe.. 
still maiutain the blockade of Bada- 
joz. I have not yet heard that the enemy 
have moved from their position atLlerena, 
and I imagine that the arrival of the 9th 
cor^s has been delayed longer than was 
expected ; and it is probable that Soult 
vrill he^willing to move till he*\vi|l hear 
of the ntwemepts of the army of Portugal. 
They brm^i^ from the Tormes on the 
3rd, ancktheir advanced guard arrived at 
Chidad Rodrigo o« the evening of the 5th. 
The mured forward again on the 6th, and 
Licut.-Geneial Sir Brent Spencer with¬ 
drew the advanced guard of the troops 
under Ris command, first to the Nave 
^d’Aver, and then to Alfayates. The* 
enemy patroled on the J)lh into Fuentes 
de. Honor and into Nave d’Aver. I en¬ 
close Sir Brent Spencer’s report of these 
operations, from which it appears t'hat the 
^isl^al Dragoons, under Lieut.-ColoneI 
,CIifton, and a troop of the Hthy^thc whole 
'directed by Major-General Slade, distin¬ 
guished themselves. imagine that the 
enemy’s march in this direction was in¬ 
tended' as a reconnoisance, and to cover 
the march of a convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo;, 
as on the following day, the 7th, the 
whole moved from thence to Moras Verdes, 
in the direction of the pass of Banos,*near 
which pass Gen. Regnier had been with 
two divisions of the aftmy of Portugal, 
since the 5th. On the Hth, in the even¬ 
ing, one division of Generjl Regnier’s 
troops had come through Ranos, and 1 ex¬ 
pect thgt those divisions wdll have arrived 
at Placentia the 9th, and the whole army 
on ^he‘loth.—P. S. Since writing thw 
dispatch, I have received accounts that 
General Drouei’s • troops joined on the 
enemy’s right at Berlunza and Azuga yes¬ 
terday, and report that their savalry 
were in movement towards Los Santos thj^ 
morning. The British cavalry, and the 
Snd ami 4th divisions.'vvere about to march 
from Villa Franca and Aimendralejo to¬ 
wards Albuern, and I have osdered ^ere 
“TJeneral Hamilton’s division and shall pro- 
c,eed there this night myself, if I shopld 
find that report confirmed. • 

Total of Killed, Wounded, emd Missing, of 
the Army under the Command of Lieute¬ 
nant- General . Lord Viscount WelHng* 
tm, K. b. at the^iege of liad>iJoz,from 
the SOll^f to the Stf^ qf June, both 
days inclusive.. 

Royal Artillery—1 Lieutenant killed ; 
S fank and file wounded. 
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3d Batt. 5ih Foot—I Lieutenant, 3 rank: 
and file, kilUd ; 1 serjeant, 3 rank and file, 
wounded. ’ 

7th Fusileers—9 rank and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 39th Foot—2 rank aod file 
wounded. ,, 

1st Batt. 40tb Foot—1 rank and file 
killed. 

1st Batt. 45th Foot— S, rank and file 
wounded. A. 

2d Batt. 48th Foot—I rank and file 
wounded. • ** 

51st Foot—9 rank and file wounded. 

1st Batt. 57th Foot—1 Ensign, 1 rank 
and file wou|ided. 

2d Batt. 06th Foot—2 ,rank and file 
killed. 

74th Foot—2 rank and file killed ; 1 
serjeant, 6 rank and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 83d Foot—1 serjeant, 3 rank 
and file, wounded. 

85th Foot—1 rank and file killed; 3 
nmk and file woumjedjt 

1st Batt. 88th Foot—1’ rank and file 
killed ; t rank and file..w'oflnded^ 

94th Foot—2 rank and file woudded. 

Chasseurs Britanniques—3 rank and file 
killed ; 5 rank and file wounded ; 2 rank 
and file missing. 

Detachments 1st and 2d Light Batta¬ 
lions of the King’s German Legion—1 
rank and file wounded. 

Brunswick Oels — 4 rank and file 
'wounded. 

, Total British Loss—2 Lieutenants, 13 
rank and file, killed; I ensign, Sserjeants, 
48 rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank and 
file, missing, * 

Total Portuguese Loss—I Lieutenant, 
20 rank and file, killed ; 1 Lieutenant- 
Colonel, 1 Major, 1 Lieutenant, 2 ensigns, 
1 serjeant, I drummer, 63 rank and file, 
woundejl rank and file, missing. 

Total Loss—3 Lieutenants, 33 rank and 
file, killed ; 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Ma¬ 
jor,, 1 Lieutenant, 3 ensigns, 4 serjeants, 1 
drummer. 111 rank and file, woupded ; 4 
rank and file, missing. . , 

’ j (Signed) Charles Stewart. 

' * Major-Gen. and Adj. Gen. 

Names of Officers Killed, Wounded, and 
Missing, at the Siege of Badajoz, from 
lAe ‘iOth of May to the 5th qf June, in¬ 
clusive. » 

Killed. 

Royal British JFoot Artillery—Lieute¬ 
nant E^lnj^und Hawker. 

2d Batt. 5th Foot— Lieutenant Sfdg- 
wick. 
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' 2<1 Portugese Hegiment of the Line-- 

Lieutenant Rodrigo Mello. 

Wottnded. , 

Batt. 57lh Foot—Ensign Leslie. 
Portuguese Artillery—Lieutenauit Joze 
Baptista de Lopez. 

i%th Portogaese Regiment—Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver, severely. 

21st Ditto—Major Gomes, Ensign Joze 
Vicente. 

Total qf Killed, Wounded, and Missinf', qf 
the Army under the Command of Lieute- 
nant General Lord Viscount Wellington, 
K B. at the Siege of Bad^oz, front the 
6th to the I Ith cf June, 1811. 

Royal Engineers—1 Lieutenant killed; 
1 Captain, I Lieutenant, wounded. 

Royal Stafi' Corps — 1 Lieutenant 
wounded. 

2d Batt. 5 ill Foot—2 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 serjeant, 1 rank and file,* 

wounded. * • * 

7th Fusileetjs—2 rank and file wounded, 
29th Foot—I r&nkand file wounded, 
let Batt. 45th Foot—1 rank and file 
killed ; 4 rank and file wounded. 

51st Foot—1 Lieutenant, 2G rank and 
filb, killed ; I'Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 5 
Serjeants,*65 rank and file, wounded ; 4 
rank and file missing. ** 

1st Batt. 57th Foot—1 Ensign missing. 
74th Foot—2 rank and file killed; 2 rank 
and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 8Sd Foot—I serjeant, 3 raiflt 
and file, wounded. 

8.5th Foot— I Lieutenant, 6 rank and 
file, killed ; 3 Lieutenant's, 3^erjeants, 13 
rankandfile,wounded; I Coplaiii^nissing. 

Lit Batt. 88th Foot—5 rank and file 
wounded. 

94lh Foot—1 rank and,fil« killed ; 6 
rank and file wminded, * • , 

Chasseurs Britanniques—1 serjeant, *.3 
rankand file, killed; I Lieutenant, 17 
rank and file,.wounded ; 2 rank and*file 
missing.* 

Detainments lit and 2d Light BaPtt« 
King’s German Legion—I rank aiT# [ile 
killed ; .1 rank and file wounded. 

Duke of Brunswick’s Corps—1 rank and 
file killed ; 1 Lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 7 
rank and file, wqunded. • 

British Artillery—2 rank and file 
wounded. 

Portuguese Artillery— 6 jank and file, 
killed ; 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 28 rank 
anAfile, wounded. • • 

Total British Loss—3 lieutenants, 1 ser¬ 
jeant, 48 rank and file, killed; 2 captains. 
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9 lieutenants, 9 serjeants, 127 rank^^nd 
file, wounded ; I captain, 1 ensign, 6 rank 
and file, missing. 

Total Portuguese Loss—I major,2 lieu¬ 
tenants, 2 Serjeants, 25 rank and ^le, 
killed; 2 captains,2lieutenants, I ensign, 
4 serjeavts, 76 rank and file, vvounded ; 1 
ca|>tain missing. 

General Total—1 major, 5 fflratenants, 
3 serjegnts, 73 rank and#fil«^killed; 4 
captkins, 11 lieutenants, 1 ensigli, 13 st'r- 
jeants, 203 rank and %le, wounded; 2 
captains, 1 en.sign,6rauk and file, missing. 

Names of Officers Killed, Wounded^ atid 
1 ^ Missing, at the Siege of Bade0oz, from 
the 6ih to tlte Mth <f June, 1811, *»- 
elusive. . 

Killed, 

Royol Engineers—Lieutenant Hunt. 

51st Foot—Lieutenant Westropp. 

S5th Foot—Lieutenant Hogg. ^ ’ 

7th Portuguese Regim'eiit of the Line- 
Lieutenant .Toze Pereirra. 

17ih Ditto — M’djor M'Geachy (11th 
British regiment.) 

19tli Ditto—Lieutenant Joze D’Mea- 
‘nera. 

Wounded. 

R^»yal Engineers—Captain Patton, se¬ 
verely ; Lieut. Forster, severely, since 
dead. , 

Royal Staff’Corps—Lieut. Westmacott, 
severely. 

51 st FootJ-CapJ;ain Smellie^Lieutenants 
Beardsley and Hicks, all severely. 

85ih Fool—Lieutenants Gamrnell, Grant 
and Morton, all slightly. , « 

* ChasseuisBritanniques—LieutenantDu- 
fief, severely. 

Duke of Brunswick's Light infantry— 
Lieuleyant Lyznew.sl<y, slightly. 

. 17th Portuguese Regiment of the Line 
-^-CaptainMaxwell, severely ; Lieut. Jose 
Fortio, slightly ; Ensign J. Antonio Bo- 
giiese, severely. 

3d Portuguese Regiment of Artillery—■ 
Capfaih VeTez Barreiros, slightly ; Lieuti 
Baptista Lopez, severely, 

• Missing. *. 

1st Batt, 57lh*Foot—Ensign Leslie. 

85th Foot—Captain Nixon. 

i9th Portuguese Regiment of the Line 
i-Captain Budd. 

18IIt 

My Lord,—In my letter of the 5th in¬ 
stant from Villa Formosa, I did myself the 
honour of acquainting y»ur Lordshjp, 
that 1 had just returned from the height* 
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of GallegOii, from whence I disco¬ 
vert a body of the enem)' of about 8,000 
men, consisting of 500 cavalry and 2,500 
infaiiM-y, with artillery, entering Cuidad 
Rodrigo from the Salamanca road, Lre- 
queued Col. Waters to remain on the 
heights until sunset, to notice whether any 
more enemy folhnvt'd those which I 

have i^^ione^, atid he reported to me 
that tbey^ssiaufe succeeded by another 
column ; 4)ut I Rave strong reason to think, 
w hat I shall Relate to your Lordship, 
thitlhey must have marched large bodies 
of infantry and cavalry into Ciudad Ro¬ 
drigo in the course of the night. Accord* 
ing to ydur Lordship’s instructions I con- I 
centrated the troops rather more in their* 
cantonments, upon hearing a few days be¬ 
fore, that the enemy were moving in the 
direction of Ciudad Rodrigo, and took the 
otlier necessary precautions for falling 
bfifk. The enemy advanced, as I thought 
( probable, at day-break on fho^morning 
i5f the Olh, in two columns; one taking 
the direction of Callegos, and the other 
that of Carpio and Espeja. The former 
was a heavy coluiiui of cavalry and infaii- 
try^with several guns, and the latter con¬ 
sisted of about (>,000 infantry j but in say¬ 
ing this, I should observe, that, from the 
nature of llie country, the rear of these 
columns coul.l not be discovered. They 
had also upwards of 2,000 cavalry and 10 
guns, which ittovu! across the plain in 
front ol h'ueiitt.s de Hi iior. rjuiii tlie na¬ 
ture «f the‘ceuinry beSiig so perfectlv 
open, and the probability of the enemy 
bringing a large poiLion of bis cavalry 
upon tlii.? point, I tleetoed it most ptuticui 
to withdraw the ligiit ibvisitm under Uri- 
gadler (ienei al ('rRui'm J, w hicli accord¬ 
ingly fell back from C;;Iltg,,s and Espeja, 
at two o’clock i*i tlie inoiniiig, upoO Nave 
d’Aver. Observing the rapidity of thg 
eneniy’.s advance, and tite superior iium-* 
ber of hisVavalry, the light division, with 
jiy; horse artillery aitaclied to tht in, was 
directed to retire fariher back up<jn«/\l- 
fayates, the fust and fifth divisions gradu¬ 
ally falling back I’rora Aldea de Ponte a^id 
Nave d’Aver the heights just behind 
Soito, an4 the sixth division from Meal- 
hada de Sordo to Kendo, the cavalry re¬ 
maining in frent of AHayates.—It is with 
great pleasure I have to mcMitionthe very 
^aQmirable conduct o8 the Royals, under 
the commana of ISHmtenant-Colonel Clif¬ 
ton, and one troop vf the 1 '1th Light Dra¬ 
goons, which being all that were employed 
in Covering thi? front from V^lla de Egua 
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to Itlspeja, were asiembied at Gstllegoa/ 
and retreated from thence agreeably to 
my directions. The force to which 
were opposed'your Lordship’ is in posses¬ 
sion of in this letter; and notwithstanding 
all the efforts of General ^ntbrun, who 
commanded the French cavalry, to# out¬ 
flank the British, pressing them at the 
same thne in front with ,eight pieces of 
cannon, their retiring to Kave d’Aver 
merits the highest admiration. In offer¬ 
ing my sense oftbeir conduct, anitof the 
very stubborn manner in which they re¬ 
tired, 1 derive very great satisfaction in 
acquainting ^ur Lordship, that Major-Ge¬ 
neral Slade directed in perqpn the whole 
of the aflair, and* by his movements foiled 
the designs of the enemy, and the British 
cavalry maintained as usual their high 
character. The Major-General in his re¬ 
port to me 8peak.s in much praise of Major 
Dorviile, of the Royal Dragoons, of Cap- 
taifi Purvis, of the>an'.e regiment, and of 
Captain Duwson, of the Mth Light Dra¬ 
goons, who had opportunities o^ distin¬ 
guishing themselves much.—1 am not able 
to judge exactly of the designs of the ene¬ 
my, but I know that they left Salamanca 
with 18,000 infantry, and with upwards of 
3,000 cavalry, and 3-1 pieces oL artUlery, 
on /he road to Ciudad Rodrigo. In con¬ 
cluding ray statement of the moveiiients 
of yesterday, I beg leave to add my ac- 
I 4cnowledgments for the choice macTe by 

{ fpur Lordship, of the Hon. Colonel 
’akenham, and of Lieutenant.Colonel De- 
lancey, at the head ef their respective 
dei.'avtnients;. w'Wh this portion of the 
j army; their zeal and good judgment is al¬ 
ready kflown to your Lordship. The loss 
of the cavalry upon this occasion, I am 
happy to say, amounted to no more thau 
ten rank aiAl lilt wounded, and nine niisv 
•ing; ciiiS six horses killed, ten wounded 
aifd four itii.o.!ng—I have the honour to 
be, Ac- F. Si'ENciiK, Lieut.-Gen. 


France .——Exposition oythe State (f the Em^ 
JpJre, presented to the Legislative Lody at 
i:s sitting of June 21), by his Escellency 
*Caunt Moniulivet, Minister jor the In¬ 
terior. 

• 

Gentlemen,— -Since ytrur last Session, 
the Empire has receiveU an addition of 
sixteen departments, five millions of peo- 
' pie, a territory yielding a revenue of on*, 
j hundred tjtillions, three hundred leagues 
■ of coast, with all their maritime mAns. 
i The mouthi of the Rhiof, ‘he M««m, sod 
I 
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^he Scheldt, were not then French > the Relii 

circulation of the interior of the Empire The Emperor is sa 
r’as circumscribed ; tlie productions Of its which animates all hi 
central departments could 'not reach the of administration ha 
sea unless they were submitted to the in* the wants of the c 
spection of fuj^ign custom houses. These blishment of secoi 
incoftTeniencies ha¥e for ever disappeared, schools, commonly 
The maritime arsenal of the Scheldt, the founcling of manj 
whereon so many hopes are founded, has higher studies ; the 
thereby received all the developeinent churches wherever th 
which it needed. The mouths of the Ems, ed;»and the pun ha 
the Wfe'ser, and the Elbe, place in our cathedrals, of which I 
hands all the wood which Germany fur- tercepted the constr 
nishes. The frontiers of the Empire are proofs of the interes 
supported on the Baltic; an^ thus, having ment takes in the Sj: 
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Edition. f 

The Emperor is satisfied with the spirit 
which animates all his clergy.—The cares 
of administration have been directed to 
the wants of the dioceses.—The esta¬ 
blishment of secondary ecclesiastical 
schools. Commonly called mall sehooU ; 
the founding of many large semyCa^ies for 
higher studies ; the re-(siabl»^ent of 
churches wherever they ha(jjb<^destroy¬ 
ed ;*and the purc hase several grapd 
cathedrals, of which the revolutiun bad.in- 
tercepted the construction; are inahilest 
prooE of the interest which the govern¬ 
ment takes in the splendour of religious 


a‘direct comniuntcation with the North, it worship, and the prosperity of rtlligion — 
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will be easy for us thente to draw masts, 
hemp, iron, and such other naval stores as 
we may want. We at this moment unite 
all that France, Germany, and Italy pro¬ 
duce, as materials for the construction of 
ships.—The Simplon, become part of 
France, secures vs a,new communication 
with Italy.—The union of Rome has re¬ 
moved . that • troublesome intermediary 
which'subsisted between our armies in the 
north and in the south of Italy, and has 
given us new coasts on the Mediterranean,, 
as useful and necessary to Toulon, as those 
of the Acb'iatic are to Venice. This union 
also brings with it this double advantage 
—that the Popes are no longer sovereign 
Princes, and in the relation of strangers to 
France. To bring to our recollection aK 
the evils which religion has sustained, by 
the confounding of temporal with spiritual 
power, we have only to look into history. 
The Popes have invariably sacrificed eter¬ 
nal things to temporal ones.—The divorce 
of Henry VIII. was not the causif of Eng¬ 
land’s separation from the Church of Rome. 
The pence of St. Peter occasioned that 
^vent.—If it be^advantagcousjvo the State 
and to Religion'that the Pope should nor 


Religious dissentions, the effet t of our poli¬ 
tical troubles, have entirely disappeared ; 
there are no longer in France any priests but 
those in communion with their bishops, and 
as united in their religious princi|>les as in 
their attachment to Government.—'I'wenly- 
seven bishopricks having been for a lorp; 
lime vacant, and the Pope having refused 
at two diffi rent perjods, from 1805 to 1807, 
and from 1808 up to the present moment, 
to execute the clauses of the Concordat 
wbich bind him to institute the Bishops 
nominated t<y the Emperor ; this refusal 
has nullified the Concordat—it no longei 
exists. The Emperor has been, therefore 
obliged to convoke all tlie Bishops of the 
Empire, in order'rhat they may deliberate 
about, the means uf supplying the vacant 
sets, and of noniinatins< lo those that may 
become vaca/it*in future, cunforuiably 
to what was done under Charkmagiie, 
under St. Louis, and in dll the agei 
Avhich preceded the Concordat of Francis 
I. and I<eu X; for it is of the essence 
of the Callhciic religksn not to be able 
to dispense with the ministry and the 
missisAi of Bishops.—Thu-: has ceased tc 
'exist that famoa.s transaction betweer 


continue to be a Sovereign Prince, it is .Vrancis J. and Len-X. against‘whiefc 

_II _u‘i_ rii .1 rf-ii t -1 ^ .• V 


equally desirable that the Bishop efRpme, 
the head of our Church, should not be a 
■trangec to us ; but that he should unite 
in his heart, with the love of religi6n,^ifi; 
love for this country which characterises 
elevate'd minds. Besides, u is the «nly 
means whereby that proper influence 
which the Pope ought to possess ovQf spiri¬ 
tual concerns can be rendered compatible 
with the principles of the Empire, which 
cannot sutler any foreign Bishop to exer¬ 
cise an authority therein. 


the Church, the University, and the Sm 
preme Courts, so long protested, and whicB 
ma^e the J’ublicists and Magistrates oi 
that period say, that the King and the Pope 
had mutually ceded that which belongec 
neither to tbo one nor the other. Hence¬ 
forward it is fo the deiiheratiens of th* 
Council of Paris, that the fate of episco. 
pacy is attached, which will have so muefc 
'influence upon that of reiigioq itself.— 
The Council will ciecide whether France 
like Germany,shall bhjivithoutepiscopacy. 

CTo he continued. J 
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• “ 1 maintain, that all Europe is contemplating the payment in specie at the Bank as the criterion 

** of the credit of the country. If the Bitrik continue to issue paper withaul conlrmi, the Country Banks 
“ do the same. They will pqpr out their notes upon us without mercy; and we are nc*r BEGIN- 

“ A COURSE OF ASSIGNAT.8.Loud cries of Order Order! QueUiun! Question! 

“ &mlinn ! -from every part of the House.'’ -MR. KOBSON'.S Speech, in the Honourable House, 

2nd ^i.y 802. ‘ , 

“ these WISE and provident nicasures (the measures relating to the liknk Stoppage) all the 
r “ apprehensionsAhnt were entertained are vanished : the wedit of thg Bank is as high, 4)oth at home 
avid abroad, as it ever was; and, not the sUshtest incfmvenience possible is, or has been, experienced 
“ from its not paying in cash.”-Old) OKOllGE ROSE. Brief Examination of the Finances, pub¬ 

lished first in i7py, and republished in 1806. 
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TO THE READERS. 


The Extra Sheet, containing the TABLE | 
OF CONTENTS and the INDEXES to 
the last Volume, has not been quite 
finished in ti.aic for piMication this* 
week; but, it will certainly be published 
with the next Number. 


PAPER AGALNST GOLD; 

BEING AN EXAMINATION* 

OF THF 

Report of the Bullion Committee:, 

IN A SERIES OF LCTTERS • 

• • • 

TO ISil'. 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALIS!U;RY. . 



Letter XXVH. 

Mr. Robson’s Proposition—George Bofe’s 
" blessed Comforts'’—The Nature arid Ex* 
tent of these Lorrforis—Great use of'ascer¬ 
taining them—Necessity of discovering who 
has got the Money that has been borrenced 
on account of the Public — ddie of i)} 
Yonge, 

• 

GentIemen, • * 

BGfoke I resume tfiQ thread of our dis¬ 
cussion, which was rather abruptly broken 
off at the clo.se of my last Letter, giv^ me 
leave to beg your attention to tlie two pas¬ 
sages, Ji 3 d)idi..I 5iave, upon this occasion, 
taken a#Moi»ros. * 


of the nondurable House; that he was 
hooted out of countenance, and, you may 
sr^e in the history of that day’s proceed¬ 
ings, that he was obliged to sit doimandto 
hold his tongue. And yet, what did be say ? 
What v,vas the folly he was guilty of? Why, 
foretelling preiysely what has now come 
to pass. And, I beg^ou to ohscrTc, that 
be recommended upoA the occasion here 
referreil to a contrmd as to the*quantity of 
paper to be is.sued by the Bank, a measure 
now recommended by the whole of one 
party in the Honourable House and by 
part of the other party ; and, tljpugh 1 am 
not one of those who think that it would 
have been possible to save the paper by 
the means of any such controulj still, the. 
proposition is now put forward as the only 
one that can rc.store the paper to its former 
value. Yet did the members of the Ho¬ 
nourable House hoot Mr. Robson down ; 
they ciwigfftd and laughed and hallooed 
him oil’IBs legs. Ah! but those time.'? 
were very different from the present. Thu 
enernif;s of truth were then strong. They 
had not as yet seen the guinea at a pre- 
miqm,%and*tlie banl^ note at a di^ount. 
Faith ! they have a great deal more to see 
yet: what they have to see they can 
scwcely guess at. Much good may it do 
them. They hooted down JVlr. Robson ; 
they had their own way; atid, lliercfore, 
jet them not complain when the days of 
their humiliation shall arrive. 

The second motto calls to our minds the : 
means that were, and that, all along, have ! 
been made use of to'dcceive the people as j 
to the finances in g*eneral, and especially j 
as to the state of the paper-money, iit' 
which work tiiisGi-oiiGE Rose has borne al 


You s^, that Mr. IJoBSON was called 
to Order; tliat he was run down by all parts 


pun^ipal part. He was, for many years,: 
Secretary of the 'I reasui y uuder'i?iTT, by' 
whose authority this publication was made ' 
ti • 
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in ttie name of Rose. In short, be has 
been a great actor in the tbama, which is 
nov^dtawing to a close ; and isiOne of 
the men^ of whose past conduct it will, 
hereafter, be necessary, absolutely neces¬ 
sary, to give the Ijijftory. “ Not the sliuhtesl 
" incmtdfiieiux." No, not to George Rose, 
perhaps; but, could the rest of the nation 
say so ? Could they say so, out of wliose 
taxes George Rose was getting about ten 
thoutand pounds a year ? But, there is ano¬ 
ther passa|fe in this same 'publication of 
George Rose, to which I must beg leave 
to solicit your attention, of which it is well* 
worthy. • 

m 

" There is a time for airthings,” and 
BOW is the time for reminding the people 
of England of the means by which they 
have been deluded. It was in vain to en¬ 
deavour to open their eyes before ; but, 
now, perhaps, they may be inducctl to 
make use of their senses. . The following 
is a specimen of thfe means employed to 
delude them,>at once to wheedle and to scare 
them into a quiet turretidcr of their momy. 
1 beg you to read it with atianion; and 
you will, I hope, be a-shamed at having 
been deceived by lies and hynccrisy so 
glaring. ‘^As^hc amount of the debt, wh'ic’u 
will be incurred, in this and every sub- 
'^scqtlent year of the war, will he so re- 
y duced by the application of the money 
“ coming iii from tlie tax on income (.dter 
“ten millions shall have been raise i for 
“ the service of each eurreiit year), os that 
“ the permanent debt, which will ho left 
“ as an addition to the ant&ccdfent one, 
“ will not exceed the annual amount of 
*• the whole produce of the sinking fuiul. 
“ This is A TRUrn so important, tiist it 
“ cannot be too often or in too manv 
“ shapes exhibited for the satisfaction of our 
•• country, for the conviction of our cneniia, 
and for the information of Europe, li 
“ France has built hopes (founded otiTig-' 
“ norani or uisionaiy ccdcululions), on tiie 
“ expected wvcrthrowVif our rii aiiciai sys- 
tein, and has trusted to the Sailr.re of oV 
“ resources^she may now perceive what 
“ means, after so many years oi tiiis aruu- 
“ ous struggle, Great Britain still possesses 
“ for maintaining it. It would be a siati- 
“ der to the sense and^virtue of the people, 
*' to suppose an abatement of that spirit which 
*' has enabled government to call forth those 
“ resources. The prosperoeft state of the 
“ emplr^ which affords the powerp ftir- 
“ nishes all the motive, for continuing 
" the contest ; a contest, the support 
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“ af which to a successful issue is t ». 
" secure us in the ayoyment qf every no-'* 
“ tional advantage, and to protect us from 
“ the infliction qf every national calamity. 

" The imperious and awful necessity of 
“ the present crisis unavoidably subjects' 
" us to heavy burdens. It has been ^aid 
“ that they ought to be considered /W- » 

“ SALVAGE for the remaining,paft^?mur 
“ property. In the consideratloj^-^r pro- 
'* perty,tt» which it wa.s applied, the figure 
“ is sufficiently striking; but, in other re- - 
“ spects, the metaphor, though just, is tw- 
“ adequate. What Tariff shall settle the 
“ diflerencc between national independanep 
“ aiyl inexorable tyranny f between perlonal 
“ liberty and rt^uisitions, prisons, and tuur- 
" der ? betw-een the BLESSED COAI- 
" FORTS OF RELIGION and the gloomy . 
“ despair qf Atheism ?” 

Well said, Old George Rose ! This was 
'he .sort of lai}f!;uage by which the nation 
w'a.s led on in the former war. The cant 
does, indeed, no longer take. It has not 
tlie powers that it possessed ten years ago; 
but, siili there is cant in the nation, and 
we 'juglit to be constantly upon our guard 
against it. “ Between the blessed comforts 
“ qf religion and the gloomy despair of 
“ Atheism Why this, Gentlemen? What 
had the blessed cemforts of religion to do 
with the matter ? Itovv, if any of you hi^d 
lia^ the spirit to put the question to him; 
how were the bit'K;;erl comforts of religion 
to be taken from yovsbf sXwi French‘Repub¬ 
licans How were these blessed comforts 
to be secv.red to you by a bloody war 
agairfsl those rejiu'aiicans? In shorty tfi'hat 
had religion in/^tlneisrn to do with the 
matter? What an impudertt thing to tell 
you, that, if you did not part freely with 
your monef, you would be pRmged into 
the* gloomy despair of atheism! 'What an 
impiflJer.t thing wa.s tbi.s!.-But, let us sde 
what (j'kouge Hose really meant; when he 
w'as talking about the blessed eomforts ofre-, 
ai:Vl i!se salvage upoi\ y'-ur property. 
He .says “ salvage upon OUlf. property ;” 
but, w* shall soon see what sort of salvage 
'he paid. You wrlVe^to pay salvage, but he 
didnottcliyouu) vihorn. He didnottdllthe 
" thinking people/’ that he himself vi is one 
of llijj great receivers and pocket^rs of the 
said salvage. Yet, at the time when he 
wrote he aitd his sons w^re. JncLibev now 
are, in the receipt annu^v of public 
money to the folloiving amount; 

Old George Rose, as Treasuijer 
of the Navy....;... £, 
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^ Old Georob Rose, as Clerk of 
the Parliaments, which is a Sine¬ 
cure, and is for his life, and is grant¬ 
ed also /or the life of his eldest son 

.Young George Rose. 3,278 

Old Geohge Rose. —Keeper of 
Reaurds in the Exchequer, another 

siift'^re place. 400 

!;LiAj^ Stewart Rose, second 
son ^ uWGeorge Rose, as Clerk of 
[the Exchequer Pleas, which is also 

sinecure pFace. 2,137 


£. 10. lag 


Such was the sum which •' the blessed 
“ comforts of religion” yielded to this 
man : no wonder, th^n, that he felt an un* 

■ common degree of horror at the thought 
of seeing those blessings supplanted by 
the “ gloomy despair of atheism,” which, 
of course, being interpreted, meant ihe 
loss of this ten thousand pounds a year f 
So you, the people of England, yea, “ this 
" most thinking people in Europe,” as I,ord 
Stormont (who, by the by, had a fat 
sinecure) called them, were to pay George 
' Rose and his sons ten thousand pounds a 
year in part of the means of preserving 
themselves from the gloomy despair of 
atheism! But, observe. Gentlemen, Old 
George Rose has Ijeen for nearly thirty 
years in the receipt of large sums annualjy 
of the people’s money. His salary as 
Secretary of the Treasury he had beforfe 
he was Treasurer of the Navy, and that 
was £. 4,000 a year. It is sixteen years, 
mt l^st, since he got the grant of the ot- 
ficev .df Clerk of ii|£ Parliaments, at 
£. 3,278 a ye^r, whidi^Vs^ust so much 
money for doing nothing atalj, the ofliice 
being wha^ is called a sinecure.^ How^ long 
he has possessed the .£.400 a year as keeper 
of the Exchequer Records I do not khow > 
but, .1 helieve,*7l»enry years if not more. 
So that, I think, we shall not be far from 
•the mark, if we suppose him to have pos-, 
sessed the whole for twenty years pr*t.^ 
What other emoluments he may have had, 
bow much^more of the, public m(Tney hej 
» may .have received, I tdo not know. His*^ 
son George is, I believe, to have a large 
pension for life for his trip to America ; 
wheral^' did not remain a year, I believe, 
altogether. ^Bn)^ these will be matters for 
itnother''($!^’sim^cionmg. ,For the present 
let U8 see wh^t the above sum amounts to 
in the course of twenty years. The prin- 
. cipal mofiey is £. 200,780. In words, 
^U'o hundred.and./K'o thousand, sefm hundred 


paper agedhst Gold. ^ 

and eigh^ pounds ; and, if vre add the inle~ 
rest, the amount is alx)ut £. 323,0(W|r««tn 
words,THREEHUNDRED ANDTWEN- 
TY THREE THOUSAND BOUNDS, 
nearly two thirds of which has been re¬ 
ceived for sinecure placts^ that is to say, for 
doing nothing. 

» • 

Here, are “ blessed comforts of religion f* 
The thinking people, “ the most thinking 
“ people in the world” were (|pired to be¬ 
lieve, that unless they paid' this and other 
such sums, they wduld lose all the blessed 
“ comforts of religion,” and would be 
plungedipto the gloomy despair of atheism ; 
^hat, in short, if they did not continue to 
pay these sums of money, they would all 
go to hell as sure as they were born. Oh, 
“ most thinking people !” 


But, Gentlemen, now let us apply what 
has here been seen to the subject before us. 

I observed to ’yod* Ij^fore, and, indeed, 
proved to you, that the. measure of Lord 
King was rendered necessary hy the dif¬ 
ference between tiie value of paper and 
that of coin, that that difference has arisen 
from the depreciation of the paper, ihat 
that depreciation has arisen from the 
abundance of the paper (3>m)jared with 
the quantity of gold in circulation, that 
that abundance has arisen from the stop¬ 
page of the payments of cash aMhe Bank* 
that that stoppage arose from the vast in¬ 
crease in the amount of the National Debt end 
the Dividends; all this I l>ave I'l.fore/ooreci 
to you, aniHn a manner, I trust, that you 
clearly findcrsiand ; but, there is still one 
stage further to go back, and that is, to the 
CA L’SE of the increase of the National Debt! 
Mark well wdiat I say here, Genllemcii. 
Mark ^his .well; for this is now, or, at 
Icajt, it very soon must be, tlie great and 
indeed, the only object, connected with 

i the paper system, worthy of our attention. 

,1 • * 

In the common concerns of life, in the 
a^lurs of .individuals, wherS interest in¬ 
duces men to do the best they can for the 
prosperity of the concern, we«a!ways find, 
that, in tire case of embarrassment, arising , 
from debt, the cause of such debt is look^l^ 
iVell into by those .who wish to retrjijSyej 
the affairs of the voncern ; and, it’ they; 
find, that the debt has been incurred by, 
this or by that species of ex'travagancejj 
they set to vvbrk to put a stop to such ex- 
travJ^ance, and, in cases calling for it,, 
they inquire who it i* that has derired| 
gaip from tl»« creation of the Debt. .And, i 
» . Til O » « 
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why should not we do this ? Why shoulcT 
in our present state, inquire who 
have, il»any persons have, gainOd by this 
increase of debt; or, in other words, whe¬ 
ther there be any persons, who have been 
receivingjj for lh*«last twenty or thirty 
years (we may stop there,) large sums of 
m money out of the loans, which loan? IvA'e 
added to the I)ebj.f Why, in short, should 
not we look wilh'lhis sort of eye into our 
aii'airs ^ 'UlP nation, this “ most thmkint’ 
“ nation,” seems here again to be deluded. 
The public were getting into motion : It 
was impo.ssibIe to keep them quite quiet 
any lejncsr : but, it was easy .to throw 
them off upon a m'ong scent ; .and, for this 
purpose, the halloo against Louu Kino was 
set np. But, “ steady’' men of England 1 
“ Solid” men of England ! Thinking, 
" most t’mk’n^ people" of England ! D j 
not, thus, to the last, expose your.selvcs to 
the ridicule and conlenipt of the world ! 
l,et me beseech you ii(5t i<J be dupes and 
gulls to the last mjmeiit! 

^ • 

What, considering n? as rational men; 
Considering ns as intellectual beings; con¬ 
sidering us as creatures having souls in 
our bodies; considering us as something 
superior t« thft beasts that perish : consi¬ 
dering ourselves in this light, wdi il, i ■.ilc, 
have vve to do vvaii the manner iu vvincli 
KiN(r, one III (he land-ow tiers, wishes 
to seltie with his,tenants for tl’.eir rent r 
Let him, in tile name of commo:' sense, 
manage his affiisrs in any way that he 
lilies best; and let ijs tiideavour to re¬ 
trieve our aliairs, Wiui thislamfible de- 
lennination in our minds, and bt iiig t^on- 
viitccd tliat ail our enibarrassments arise 
Ifora our Debts, let us look back inin our 
hooks for the last twenty or t^iiny vears, 
and see how we have<;i>t rid ofour ^lOMcy. 
We have always [nd a lar:f,: ^.ucortic, and 3 c; 
our Agent, lor the time bein'., has been b (} r ~ 
rowing money for in. 'I'tiis tuav pos-i 1 ;y‘ 
have been licetis^ry: hut, a' Icaia.ie! os! n; 
act the pai't*(ii cat', if men iti cotiaiiOH 
life, vvlio, ias'i'iite ol cnc:icc'>b 
avvakeii ,!:.u.spici<Hi in crcdi'ity itself, 
,^(11 conlide in a piiintiering siia!per. i.ei 
^s look into our books; let. us hioic ba-ck' 
Into our old accoivntSj and s-c w hat ofir 
Agents,, in succcssior^ have done with our 
. money. Uur incoiue they have expended, 
they have made prodigious loans in our 
riaiiie, and hare cinuged u* vvitii in'.e.rest 
upon tli^-m : Jet us see, then, to wham mad 
lor what tliey have paid away a!! this 
ntoitpy; lor, if we siioultl find, that they 


have taken any part of the money to them-^ 
selves or ^iven it away, that opens to us a’ 
most interesting view of the mailer. 

W^ell, then, in looking over the account, 
books of the nation for the last twenty or 
tliirly years,! find several large sums »aid 
to Oi.n Geoegf. Rose and his sons, I 
tin-J, too, that the far greater pfert qOl has 
been paid them for sinecure oific^SliJiat is 
to say nothing- to-do- (Jfficcs. I put these 

sums logeiiicr, I calculate the interest upon'' 
them, and 1 find them, together with the 
interest, amount to 32.3,000/. or there¬ 
abouts. So! ray I, here I have, then,dia» 
covtrred the cause, in part, of this embar¬ 
rassment in our afiairs. If this money had 
not been given to the Roses, the nation 
ivould not, of course, have been so much in 
Debt, the Dividends upon the interest of 
the Debt w'ould not have been so large, 
tlic Bank Company need not have made 
'so much paper 10 |)ay the Dividends with, 
the run upon the Bank would not have 
taken place so soon, tht stoppage of cash 
p;yiiieiib; would not have been called for 
at so early a period, the depreciation 
vvo3!d not have come on so fast, the gold 
wotili! Ji ’.ve b.ien longer in arriving at a 
premiunp, and Loan King, would not as 
yet, at !(:«r4, have given the. notice, which 
has Icf! to the Bill noty before parliament. 

*I .siial'. be risked, perhaps, what signifies 
J2.'J,O00i’. wlu ij' ihe^ Debt amounts to 
,S(.’0,000,<)';0;. rvlv” answer is, that millions 
are ccii:..pfj;:cd cX ones ; and that no sums 
are so iai ;,e c.s those which grow out of 
marrf :-nuli imc';. Bpt, is this a smnK^.inn ? 
Look at It! It 500th part of the whole 
cf the Debt. Think of that! 1 

may have ade an error in my estimate ; 
tin; Roses may not have had this income 
j ior s» long a t.me ; and I may have com- 
, u;l!U!d an error in compfiTfng the amount 
I oi i l;e iiilcre.sl ; but, if I am right, as I 
I jbi,;’: i :wi), under the mark instead of over 
I'tW' then* have these persons, this 

I O'." bmfiiy, and, indeed, one member of it 
c..;- r»\*;, iecclvtd,^IVom the natjon, in prin- 
t:p ,: and inleiost,,a 2,5()0ih part oj’ the 
v.iioic ot the iSateonal Debt even at this 

I l ierevveare upon the TRUE SCENT, 
Centiemcn; and^ 1 am quite,Ja.)fc^'ecl, that 
ail the haiiooing and liooiin^ and'doubling 
[ and iuring in the worid will never, in the 
i end, prevent us fVom having suttcess in the 
ciiace. A 2,30<)lii part of thy whole Debt 
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mind; but, of the Debt created within the lhade Atheists by the French Republicans, 
Mast twenty or thirty years, it wiil make this claim is gpod. Those who could ,he 
about l-800th part. So that, if my cal- made believe that must be of scfc sf^^pid 
culations be correct, George Rose and his and so base a nature as to make them 
Son (without including ttie value of the wholly unworthy of the attention of hifh, 
reversionary /’rant or of the pen- whose object is happyiiyd free; because 

sion) have,chjring the lastlWjsnty o: thirty sacii peojjle must'iiave been fastitoned by 
ye% r eceived, in principal ami interest, ! nature to be slaves. Vv bat a degrading 
a sum of igoney from the people equal lo idea! Pay money to prevent myself from 
a 1 ,bOt)i/h^arr of all that portion ofilit ISu- licin!;; vn iilc an Atheist! Pay taxes; snli'er 
tion^ Debt, which has been created^iuring the in siicticc my estaie to be taken from me 
thirty year»! |jiece-iiieal, afld sit quiet whif?l ani told, 

that ibis is necessary in order that the 
When sinecures and pensions have been I'l encii may not take from me “ the 
tallied of, you have observed ceriain per- “ ULP.SSED GOMFORTS of religion!" 
sons st!t up an allected horse luug^, as 'i'alk of bredidiiy, indited ! Talk of the 
it the amount was a mere iiifk, a thing to pilgrims wiio used lo go and make their 
laugh at; but, you ice, Geiitiemen, that oiterings at tite shrine of Thomas 4 Becket! 

• these are not trii’es; that they are thingi Talk of the Priesl-ciah and guliibility of 

wortli looking into ; and lln'ie are few three centuries back! I defy any man to 
persoti-s, 1 believe, who have ever liad to produce me, from the annals of suptrsli- 
do with embarrassed pecuniary ali'ryrs, lion, from any of the records of human 
who will not think with uu!,tbat the soouev credulity or hynia* cowardice, any thing 
we look into these things the better. F’or, if which to the charaftcr of man is so de- 
we were, for iiistaiice, to fi.i f out, isj grading as this. * , 

searching the Niilion’s old cccounis, 1,800 • 

persons, eacli of wiiom has receiveii of the Yet, this was the sort of language made 

• public money, in die last thirty ycaits, a use ol by the pai tizans ol’ Pitt, during t.i.e. 
sum in amount equal to that received by rrlioie course of lire Anti-jacobin war. 
Oeoroc Rost,, then the ihiii;^ is made 'J here were nrany tricks p*lav^d olV; l>nt 
clear at once. I'here is no more diffi-, the grand, the maste r trick, the never fail- 
culty. We, at once, see the cause of the ing fraud, was the alarm at the danger of 
increase of the nuiibnal Debt; or, at least, seeing ailuisni introduced insteaa of the 
we see the means that might have b€en Christian liela’ion; the “ gloomy despair 
employed to preve nt sych increase, atnl, '• of Aiheisiii,” says Gt oimc Ro-se, instead 
of couFse, to prevrflii<iu; stoppage of the of “ the BLliSSLD COiVlFORTS of reli- 
Bank cash jiaymeni.''', and the consequent “ giott!’' What wocld I give to have seen 

^depreciation of tin; paper-nwuey. Geoccm juA at tne moment of his finishing 

* • that stnience! 1 sCoulJ like lo have 

r Uhall be told, by some per- wa^ched his iook«, and, if possible, to have 

sons, that I* iorget tmSiKmets vvinch heard his soliloquy ! “ BLEbSED COM- 
Georoe Rose has rendered lithe country. “ FORTS of religion 1” He seems totally 
That is a ]!»oint upon which men may ditfei lo Jia^e foFgolten llyi ten thousand pound a 
in opinion ; bat, thini, that claim hq^ been year ; but, 1 trust, that the time is nut far 
Satisfied by tlrc-«4>’a/«riics as Secretary of tlie i distant, when that and all other matters of 
Tre*asm-y and Trca.surev of the Navy ; so, the kind will be well and scrupulously al- 
that, at any rate, there are more than six tended lo. 

/CH</«ofthe whole suni»to be,k«pt lo tlib • • 

sinecure amount; and, as 1 said belore, Upon a future occasion, Gentlemen, I 
there may have been many and large intend entering more at larjje into an en- 
emoluoieifts of which Iliavc, and can have? quiry as to what has become of the money borm 
no *knowledge. Xri^re is, indeed, the rowed during the last twenty or thirty 
.o^er claim, mentioned in the early part years; but, this I must defer till another 
or*th is ’lea cr, namely, the pieservhtg to opporiuiiiiy. In iify next I intend closing 
"(Ts, the liiosl thinking people in the world,” this scries of letter *, w hen I shall have seen 
th«. ‘f jJ^^jESbED COMFORTS of reli- the discussions upon the Bill, now beforf 
" gion*,” a*l, really, F must confess, that, the Parliamsiil, brought to an end. Thai 
against tliosh who thought tint paying vvil^be a natural point tor me and you 
taxes agd creating n%tionai Debts were Gentlemen, to rest at, until something nevi 
necessary to pretent ibcm firoia being and important shall arise, and that that wil 
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soon be the case I am pretty certain. lit 
ttve mean while I beg leave tcv subjoin a 
few K^njarhson the case of 1 )k Y^nse, to¬ 
gether with a liCtter from himself'to Lord 
V iscoi;Nr*FoLKEstoNE,* and reniainj 
Gf 4 tletnen, 

• Yottr friend, 

W**. CoBBETT. 

. State Prism, Newgate, 

Tnvrsday, 1 $th Jufy, J t»l 1. 

'iTieCas'e of De YoNGE,Vhe Jew, who, 
in the monili of August, kst year, was tried 
for selling Guiuvas for more than their no¬ 
minal value ill Bank Notes, ha»i proved 
what Tthen said iw'vould be, “ one of the 
“ most important tliat had talten place tor 
** many ytais.”—I said, and published, 
at the time, my opinion, that, notwith¬ 
standing the prosecution bad been ordered 
and carried on fey the Attorney Gemral 
(Gibbs,) and though the man had been 
found guilty by a Special Jury and in coin¬ 
cidence witli the dhection of the Judge 
(Ellenborough ;) notwithstanding all this, 
1 gave it as my decided opinion, and 
maintained that opinion by argument, that 
the Jew had been guilty of no erme in the 
eye of the law of England. The case, as 
we have b^bre«ccn, has since been argued 
betbre'^the 'I'wchc Judi'cs, and ibey have 
pronounced, that what the man was 

charged wbh was not a crime. -It is a 

long time since this man’s prosecution be¬ 
gan. Notice will be (iiund of it in the Re¬ 
gister a year and a half ago. It was ma 
liifesl, that the poor man must have greatly 
siifli red ill purse as well as in fnind ; and, 
when the Judges had declared him guilty 
of no crime, Gouu Folkestone, who fiad 
before interested himself greatly in the 
man’s fate, and had given notice, that if 
the case was not spepdily decided* upon 
by the Judges, he would bring it before par- 
liument; wfien the Judges had decided, 
his lordship complatned, in the House*of 
Commons, that the jioor man had suficred 
greatly, and nwy/ir u) h tte compensation made 
'him. The Att iiNfcy General answered,! 
^ihat every megi was liaole to the same sort 
Jof inconvenience and injmy. To*lie sure, 
Isaid his lordship, every mati is liable to 
*have a false accusation preferred again*!, 
■'him; every man is liable to be prosecuted 
*With sufficient grounds; but, this W'as a 
^iingular case: the prosecution w'asordered 
^ the King's own Attorney-General; and, 
Vhai is more, the crime, as it was cabled, 
'was, by the government Solicitor, pro- 
^nered to be committed; «o that the man 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Talavera’s Wars.— In former Volnmea 
I have put the title of Spain, or Portugal, 
to the articles relating to the war in those 
countries; but, now neither name is 
quite proper,, for the same armies are 
carrying bn war in both countries a^ne 
and the same time. 1 shall, therefore, 
give to all the articles that future. 


was prevailed upon by the prosecutorsA 
to commit what they deemed a great 
crime; they tempted him to commit the 
crime; they, in fact, made the crim«> 
or Uie supposed crime, that they in¬ 
tended to prosecute, and that they ac¬ 
tually did prosecute.'' This is by no means 
a common case: it is by no means one of 
those vexatious and groundless prosecu¬ 
tions to which any man is liable from the 
malice or mistake of others. This was a 
'^irosecution by‘the law oJficeTS.<f the Crown, 
and by the Attorney General in particular ; 
and, all the sufterings of De Yongb have 
arisen from the Attorney General’s i|or 
knowing the taw upotl this point. It is no 
crime, to be sure, to be ignorant of the 
law upon any point; nor is it to be sup¬ 
posed, that Attorney Generals are con- 
tjurors any more than other men ; but, 
when they seek to get the grounds of a pro¬ 
secution ; when they get a man to commit 
a fcrime (or when those under them do it), 
that they may .have an opportunity of 
prosecuiing it; when this is the case, 
there can he no doubt, 1 think, that they 
ought to know the law belbre they proceed. 
And,'I am quite Mire, that, in alio s^ch 
cases, where iheAo^is an acquiifdl at last, 
the 8ufrcringJc.dI'ly ought to indemnified 
for his suft^ngs and losses. For, if thia 
he not so,'what man is safe from utter 
ruin ?V Who may not be ruined ? What 
f)e Yxinge has suffered we'shall nqw see, 
ill a Letter, which he has had the gratitude 
to address to Lmd Folkestone, and which, 
ks bt iiipjv very*clear and modest-state- 
mcrit or hi.s case, and as a document 
connected with the great subject of 
•which we are trealipg, 1 here insert.- — -. 

" My Lori» ; I sfiould be wanting iti‘gra- 
“ tiiuile were I to omit retunimg yoo;(ny 
“ mi^st sincere ihanksfbr your dishiiere^sieri 
" endeavours on ray belialf, and T assure 
"your Lordship 1 do tiot,ffts^4^c-*less 
" gr'Ateful because they were unsoccess- 
" ful.—Your Lordship will' perhaps e*- 
" ciise me if I mention a few circumstances 
" in my case of which 1 think I am jwkti- 

1 * ’ /' 
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write upon the operations of the army ’sort, but i <fae account; an account which 
'under Lord Viscount Ta’.avera, the title will plac i all jhe actors, on both sides, in 
of Talaveua’s Wars, the complete his* their pro >er light; that will bold u^ the 
tory of which 1 promise myself the plea- skilful and the brave to the admiration of 
. Sure of writing as soon as I have leisure, posterity, that will show what misfortunes, 
which will be, perhaps, when the Paper- disgraces, and miseries 4 >roceed from put- 
Mmwy matters are finally ^closed. The ting power in thd hands of a i!it-headed 
Mob^ Noble Marquis Wellesley has, upon fo^l, and that will damn to everlasting in- 
a recent occasion, called my Lord Tala- fain.y those who have sought to disguise 
▼era “ that DISTINGUISHED WAR- their cowardice by the'means of bluster- 
*' RrOR,” and that he will continue to be ing and lies, be they on whi^ side 
distinguished warrior 1 have not the they may.—!—When Talavefa nrst went 
Je’ast doubt: at any rate, if he be not, it into the Peninsula 1 wa.s glad; because I 
shall not, if I live, be for want of tine to wished to see some of that family, of 
giv^, and put upon record, a full account whose wmrs in India we bad heard so much, 
of all his operations: not a lying account; pitted against Buonaparte; hot, *1 was 
not a hireling account; not a base and quite delighted when the Most Noble 
abominable string oi^frauds u[)on the peo- Marquis went as Embassador, taking his 
• pie of England, which serve to cheat some brother Henry Wellesley with him, 
of them and to furnish others of them with while Lord Talavera was to be commander 
excuse.s for their villainies, but which, so in Chief of our Troops there. “ Now’* 
far from deceiving the rest of the world, said I, “ we shall see who are the best men, 
are the scorn and contempt of alif " the Baunapart^:* or the Wellesleys, 
foreign nations; not an account of this “ These our statesm^ and warriors have 

—— '■- ■ ' ' ' * —-« --— 

"iied in complaining, and particnlarly as " cutors moved quash it and prefer 
“Mr. Attorney General asserted that I “another, because they had misrecited 
•“had suffered no material hardshifA.— “the proclamation.—A second Indict- 
“ In the first place, I did not seek the “ ment was according found, and this also 
“barter or exchange which fo^’med the “ I proceeded in, until it wasfomingun 
“ suliject of tile accusation again.st me, the* “ for trial at the Old Bailey, when, to my 
“ plan was laid by^the Mint Solicitors to “ great mortification and astonishment, it 
“ tempt me to the bargain, and then to “ was removed by the proEcqutors into 
“ prosecute me.—Pursuant to this arrange- “the Court of King’s Bench, by which 
“ ment^ a foreigner Avas. employed, who “ me.ans, I had, as it were, iny defence 
“ came to my house ifs the interpreter to “ again to commence,— Being in very 
“ another man, in his company; they “ muderale circumstances, and having a 
*“ stated, that they were recommended to “ family tef support, 1 have necessarily 
“ me Xo make tlie j^chase, and/after “sustained many deprivalicns in conse- 
“ urging me to deal WiLh them, ofiicers “ quence of ilie great law expeiices in- 
“ came into m*y house, seizHd rne and my curred in det’euding myself against this * 
“ money, and, at a late houi^ti th’; even- “ accusaiinn, and, I Icdc, it will be a con- i 
“ ing, I v^as hurried from my family to a “ sideJable time betjire lean recovur my- 
“ loathsome prison, {the Poultry Cosnitci^ “ self from the injuries 1 have sustained.— 

“ aqd there kepi three days and three “ 1 will not fui ther trouble your Lordship, j 


I 


“ nights' in custody without bail being ■ 
■■ “ admitted.—At length, on the final ex^ 
“ amination, I was discharged On givyig 
•• bail to a large amount, which 1 had 
“some difficulty in procuring; and had 1 
I “ not been able to gbtain them, 1 must* 
[ “ have remained in custody 18 mo • iis, 
^ 1 * (bis question has been iieiirl- 

—^Lastly, the expence and anxiety 
“ 1 have sustained lias been enormous," 
“ the solicito's for the pro- 

“ seemron, Mr, after gofng through all the 
“ necessary forms of law-to bring the farst 
' Indictment against me to issue,and, in- 
deed, when it stood idr trial, the prase- 


“ but conclude with ob-serving, that 1 
“ humbly conceive the Law Officers of 
“ the great jiublic'bodies and of govern- 
i‘*menr, having, as they must, the best 
“ means of inibnnation on ^egal points, 
“ ought \o be somewhat more circumspect 

r r ___ ____ 


“ dow'n an humble individual and expend 
tlic public money, by harrassing and 
“groundless prosecutions. — I am, my. 
“ Lord, witl/ the greatest re.spect, your 
“ 4 n#si obedient and very liumb.lc Servant, 
107, Homdsditch, “ James De Young,” 
illh July, tSl 1. 


\ 
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" conquered many kingdoms princi- should have a British army to dtfend onr^ 
•'•^lities in Asia'; we shaVl now see what country, if ever the enemy landed ; and, 

“ they will do in Europe. And; above all said he, raising, as I can suppose, his voice 
“ things,, we sha,ll now see,'what they, and his head at the same moment, and 
with all the flower of the English army, looking about him to receive, the approv.% 

“ will do against tHe French." Such were ing nods of his audience, "what must 


my observations at the lime. Since that 
the Most Noble Marquis has come home; 
but, it has only been to have still more 
power, as to foreign nations, while the 
brother .Jlfnry Wellesley^ supplies his 

place as Embassador in Spain.-Well, 

then, here we see the Wellesleys on one 
side and the Buonapartes on the other 
side. , Every thing has given to the 
object of supplying Talav^ra with the 
means of carrying on the war. The whole 
of the troops of the country have been 
sent ofl' to him as fast as they could 
be got ready. Transports, Ships of 
War, nothing has been spared to make 
him-, in point of numbers, a match for the 
enemy. He has lytd? in* short, the re¬ 
sources of the kingdom poured out upon 
him. At nor time of our history did Eng¬ 
land ever put so great k mass of means at 
the disposal of any Commander. There¬ 
fore, we arc now to wait the result, in or- 
tler to determine, who are the best men, 
the Buon-ai{>art^s or the Wellesleys. I am 
aware, indeed, that the Buonapartes do 
not come forth here in person ; but, they 
send theiv jVlarshals, and if my Lord Vis¬ 
count Talavera heat them, 1 shall be pre¬ 
pared to claim for him and his family the 

victory over the Buona|)artes.-r So 

much by way of introduction to a Series 
tjf Articles, which I foresee *I sH^ll have 
to publish under the title of TAI.A- 

VERA’S WARS-Let us now look at 

the present situation of Talavera, first 
taking a hasty glance at the e\'ents which 
have occurred since retreat of I&asmata, 
by which retreat this " thinking nation'-’ 
was filled with joy up to their very lips, 

filled up to blubbering height.-On'ac- 

count of that retreat Talavera did, as the 
reader rnustvenieinbef, receive the That^s 
<^'the two Houses of Parlianicnt. The Mi* 
nister (Perqpval) in moving these Thanks 
said, that there lu.d been, from daV today, 
distinguished actions during the campaign ; 
that our general had given our allies^ 
Inost useful lesson, and iiad, at least, secured 
them for unothryeur; that those who had 
r-till now doubted of the power of the na- 
ition to fireservfc its'charaefer, must now 
'congralul-ale the illustrious glory \iihh which 
Hheir country had been crowned; that 
'■noWi now, ave notR. we all knew that we 


" NOW be t4ie feelings of the enemy|ifter 
" all his insolent boastings, and wh^must 
" be now his CONFUSION, #hen be sees 
*' that h§ is without the means qf^arryifig his 
designs into execution.*’ I'l.e statesman / 
then took an enlarged view of the contii^* 
neiit, gave a significant hint as to the ef¬ 
fects which Lord Talavera’s victories might 
produce in France; said it was not UQrea- 
sonuble to suppose that we might be the 
instruments toeeffect the delivermce of Eu¬ 
rope ; led us to hofie that in Spain and 
Portugal the " power of the tyrant w’ould' 

“ find its grave;” and concluded with as¬ 
serting, that so long as " distinguished 
“ military glojy, acquired in a righteous 
cause, so long would the fame of Lord 
" Talavera stand embalmed in the memory of 
•• a grateful posterity, antS so long would he 
“ continue to receive the Thanks of man- 

" kind."-This is, in part only, what 

wa! said by the prime minister tif this' 
country, the man, under the king, at 
the head,oi this government; this was, in 
‘ part, and only in part, what was said by 
him in the taomeiit of,thal joy which was 
in.spired by the retreat of Massena.—— 
a1i this I dissented from, and, in my Re¬ 
gister of the 4ih of May in parii^cular, I 
endeavoured to caiUtion this “ most ihink- 
•' ing nation” against indulging any very 
sanguine hopes of future successes in Por* - 
tugal or in Isnaiii ^a nd. I told tli£m ex¬ 
pressly, that Uj^xpressions : " driven out 
" of Portugi^ evacuation ol Portugal, and 
" the like, jpade use of at that tjme by the 
" CopRiEK and Times and other venal 
" prints, were mere inventions to deceive ihts 

“ credulous nation.” -^Whether I. was 

’ right, or not, we shall very soon sec.— ~— 

^t was always plain to me, that Massena’s — 
rt^reat ifae, as fSr a.s regarded any tliouglit 
of us, a matter of choice; that our army did 
not, anti could not force him ^to retreat; j 
’that lie was in want*of provisions hitjiself, I 
and that he saw, tl>at, while we lay cover- ) 
ed by the Lines of Torres Vedras, 
not ^'et at us, and could gr 

weaken us, because we w^re easily jfed from 
the sea, whence we were suppii3ii4srfiM'fe»!», ' 
from America, ancf even as l8 certain arti¬ 
cles, frem France.! Therefore, Mas.sena, 
whether he had been in want of provisions 
himself, or not.‘must have thouizht it wise 
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to ^raw Talavera ml if he could. When- ’ 
ever I have been rat hunting I have ob¬ 
served, that, when the pursued party gets 
to his hole, the pursuers, if they have not 
the. means of ferreting him out, ahva 3 \s 
draw off to a distance from flie mouth of 
the ho^, and there wait till (ire party 
chose tO; come out again, and then the 
way we used^to go to work w’as citiier 
to fall >p upTJn the party outright am) 
kdl him if possible, or to push away 
t(/^<ards his hole, and having f.iirly 
shut him out, give him chase, from 
which he had great good luck if he es¬ 
caped.-*—Massena seems to me to have 
acted upon this principle ; for, nO soonef 
bad he arriv'ed at the point whore he in¬ 
tended to make a stands than he turned 
abbot atid fell upon those who fancied 
themselves to be his pursuers! Ifow the 
English and Portuguese armies must have 
-Iferjn surprized at finding tlicniselvcs so ' 
‘furiously attacked as iliey vverc,'’to lose so 
many in killed and wounded, and to have 
so many prisoners taken from them, hy 
those~4vhom, but two or three days before, 

they looked upon as being ruw-rttiw/s'- 

While Massena was playing tins part,' 
SocLT was co-operating with him in the 
most effective and able manner. Htv^had, 
just about the time of Massciia’s starting 
on the retreat, stepped. across and taken 
Badajos, which was of very great import¬ 
ance, because, while the I’ret.ch held that 
place, it was not safe to send the Khok of 
our army alter Massena. If we did, the 
Erench'tiad tiothing to do but to go and 
takt'poijsession of the I.ines at 'I’ori es Ve- 
-fll as. This was a grai> in the I 

campaign. It did, iiideedt the fate 

of it before it was hardly bcglH. Our 
*rnrij' being t|ius divided was tfte more 
Icasily assailed. How it was assailed in 
the titighboiirhood of Almeida the rcadrfr 
well knows; and In' also knows how it 
'Uvas assailed <u Allmera, where Soult made 
Ilia attack so soon after the attack of Mas- 
• .sena, that there was no time left Kir the 
sending of assistance to Marshal Boresford, 
vyh o had bcen,jivith a large jaart of the'al- 
IIm army, amused with ti»e siege of Bada- 

josU-After the battle of* Albuera Lord 

^TaRUfcaiar^ined Beresford, and the siege 
of "sadertaken: for what they 

^ best know; but^for >jiy part, the reason is 
/<}bite b^yWl^l^ay comprehension. Here, 
after almosrt literafly knocking their brains 
out against stone walls ; they were eom- 
pejled to raise the siege, up6n hearing of 
approach of the French armies,; aye. 


! 
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the approacl of those Very Frenchmen, 
whom, it was said| our general liad but » 
few weeks benbre driven out of Portugal. 

-Lord Talavera has now;, we find, de- 

clined a battle with the French, and has 
y/iade some mvoemmits fowafih his Litres at 
Torres Vedras! ]{ut, of these matters I 
must speak more fully in my next. 1 have 
here only had room to open the subject, 
and to call the attention of nij’ readers to 
it. I shall resunje it with a resoI.o^tia«lD 
h.ave no part of it unexplained to this 
“ pi.'ople,” who, in the meanwhile, 

should compare the siege of Radajos with 
the siege of’'irtrrfl"o«a, and the .siege of 
Almeida this year with the siege of Al¬ 
meida lust year. Here are facts present to 
our view', which nobody can denj’. Here 
we have deeds and not words to judge 
from. Re.ad I,ord Viscount Talaveua’s 
account of his .siege of Badajos, and then 
read Suciiet’s account of the siege obTar- 
ragona ; ai.d, when yem^have done that, 
you will, if j'ou aie not quite blinded hy 
prejudice, be able to form a pieltv' good 
judgment of how' things are goiii:; on. 

W» tOBBETT. 

Stale Prison, Newgate, 

Friday, 1 9ih July, 1811. 

' ««i 

"N. B. The Dispute with America in my 
next. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Fhan ce. - Erposition of the State cf the Em¬ 

pire, presented to the Legislative hody at 
its sitting of June 29, by his Excellency 
Conn! MonlaUvct, Minuter for the In- 
Urior. 

(Concluded from p. 04.,) 

. As for the rest, if there have existed 

other causes of disunion'between the Eth- 
jveroraiul the temporal Sovereign ofRome, 
there exists none between the Emperor 
and the Pope, as the head ofreligion ; and 
tl^ere is none which can cause the least 
'inquietude to the most timorous sduls. 

Judicial Order. 

Civil justijCe had been separated from 
criminal justice ; the Magistracy did nut 
pursue crimes till they had been marked 
out l)y the Police. The late code which 
you have adopted, has united civil to cri¬ 
minal justice; it has erected impersal 
courts, invested with the right of pursuing 
and of accusing, and has armed them with 
all the*fd^ce necessary to cause the laws 
to be executed-; the jury system main¬ 
tained ^nd brought to perlection; the con- 
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froiuing ofthe witnesses, aild the pnt>lici-- 
uf examination, have uni|:d a]! that was 
goad in (tie old and the new system. In 
appointing to different offices, his Majesty 
has sought out the men who still remained 
of the old Bsflrllaments, and whom their 
age and their knowledge capacitated for 
being employed in the imperial,courts; 
he invited them of his own accord, thus 
givihg a new proof of his constant wish to 
French forget their ancient quar¬ 
rels, and Gnish by emb'odying themselves 
With the interests ttlone of the country, 
and of the throne. 

, Administraiim^ 

Many reclamatious ha^e been presented 
with regard to the limits of different 
departments. Opinions have ever been 
listened to, which went to substitute great 
prefectures in the room of those at present 
existing; but bis Majesty has rejected 
them, and has adopted as a principle, to> 
consider as es^blished and permanent 
what has beei^ already done. Instability 
destroy9>every thing. A great revolution 
has passed over, under the existing organi- 
xatioH of the departments: it is become 
like a species of property, which his Ma¬ 
jesty does not wish to touch. These 
depavtmetits have been formed and conso¬ 
lidated amidst imperious circumstances, 
which have brought together their inha¬ 
bitants, and they shall ever remain unit¬ 
ed as they are.—The administration cF 
Communes is every where brought to pCV- 
fection. The Budgets examined in the 
Council of State, direct and check the ad¬ 
ministration of all the GomAnines of t!ie 
Empire, which have a revenue /)f more 
than 10,000 francs. Already the mass of 
these revenues amounts to more than 80 
millions. Never in any ijme,. or in any 


country, were 


in any tjme,^ 
the Communes 


eo ncki. 


Every where else the tax called the Octijoi 
is an impost of the Sovereign : his Majes¬ 
ty has left it to the Communes; in cobse- 
queiice of which all their cstablishmeipts 
are in ftie best state, and in almos^ all oH 
them the erection of town-halls has •been 
set aboMt, of market places, ot public ma¬ 
gazines, and of other works, w hich rnust 
embellish or augment their prosperity.— 
The hospitals are .every where amelidVatet|: 
it may be saitl, that never at any 
time were they better kept. The acts of 
charity are copious, and the legacies ac¬ 
cepted by the Council 6f State for the hos¬ 
pitals amount to several millions^ttnually. 
—His Majesty has aanctioned and en- 
.(lowed a great nwaber of congregations of 


Charitable Sisters, whose object is to^wait 
upon the sick, and'serve in the hospitals.' 
The intention of his Majesty is, that all 
these Sisters should, in respect to religious 
matters, be under the direction of lh®'f 
Bishops, who alone have the power of in¬ 
terfering in spirituals, through extent 
of their diocese.—Depots of mendicity 
have been established in US departments; 
in 32 they arc already in aotivit^; and in 
these .12 departments begging is no lender 
permitted. I'hese depots still reemu^tto 
be improved, in such a way that (nfferent 
kinds of labour may be there carried on, 
and thus they may provide for tl^ greater 
•part of their expences. 

• Ihiblic Instruction. 

The University has made some pro¬ 
gress. Several Lyceums were ill consti¬ 
tuted:* the principles of religion, the basis 
of every institution as of all morality, 
were either discarded or feebly inculcat¬ 
ed. The Grand Master and Council of 
the University have remedied the greatest 
part of these abusesy Much, however, still 
remains to be done to realise the.hopes 
and the views of the Emperor in this grand 
creation.—Domestic education is that 
which merits the greatest encouragement; 
but^iiice parents are so often obliged to 
entrust their children to colleges or places 
of education, it is^the intention of the Em¬ 
peror, that the organization of the Univer¬ 
sity should be extended to all colleges and 
places of etkicaliqnof all degrees, in order 
tnat education* may no longer resemble a 
itiamitacture or a branch of commerce, 
followed from views of pecuniary interest. 
To direct educaUon is one of the noblcot 
I'unctionsqjitfacii.lher of a family, or one of 
the pri^j^pal ends uf riatioaal institutions. 
The nipibev of Lyceums and of Communal 
Polleges shall be augmented, aird tht: 
number of private seminaries shall be gra¬ 
dually diinini.siied till the monifnt when 
they shall all be shut up.—A'll public edu¬ 
cation ought to be regulaied/rn the princi¬ 
ple? <of uiiTitary discipline, and not on 
tlinse of civil or ecclesiastical police. 
TRe habitude of military discipline is the 
most useful, sitwe at all periods of life ^is 
requisite for the citizen to be able tryde- 
fimd bis properl y against interjMLobSxteN 
«nai enemies.—Ten 

requisite for reali^ng all the beiMfft 
which his Majesty expe^lwfrOJIlThe Ufti- 
versity, aiwl For aceoni[fishing his views; 
but already great advantages are obtain¬ 
ed,.and wba* exists is preferable to that 
which has ever eKwteU.—For the primary 
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■^instruction of children his Majesty per- 
tceiThs with pleasure the establishment of 
•mall schools ; he desires their inerease.—- 
Besides the houses of St. Deals and——, 
•ix houses 4taTe been established for the 
education of girls whose fathers have been 
devoted^o the service of the Stale. 

Sciences and Arts. 

The discovery of the magoetised-needle 
proilm e(| a revolution in conuntTce; the 
Hsh o: hmtey gave way to that of sdgar, 
thfc‘ai,se ofwoad to* that cl imligo. The 
progr^rs of chemistry is operating at this 
murhent a revolution in an inverse direc¬ 
tion :.it^has arrived at the extraction of 
sugar fiori! the grape, the maple, and the, 
beet-root: woajrl, which had . enriched 
Languedoc, and part of Italy, but which 
was-unable, in the infancy of art, to sup- 
port the competition with indiyo, resumes 
the superiority in its turn: chemistry at 
-this day extracts from it a residuum which 
gives it over indigo the advantages of price 
and of quality. Alt the branches of sci¬ 
ence and of art are advancing^n itnprove- 
mentw. 

Public Works. 

Great works have beeti undertaken with¬ 
in the last ten years, and are advancing 
every year with new zeal, and a ne^^ in¬ 
crease of means. In 1810, 138 millions 
were appropriated for these works : 155 
millions are appropriatecTin 1811. (Here 
there is a table shewing the difleren* sums 
appropfia-ed Vo each bran<<h, such as 
roads, bridge’s, &c,)—In tbeViidst of wars, 
of expellees required by immense armies, 
by .tUe creation and organization of nu- 
jjwrous Heels, the sacrifices which thtf 
imperial Treasury has mdd»f*^r the pub¬ 
lic works are Ki]ch,lbat they .sur^ss in a 
sjngle year all that was employed ^ them 
linder the old government for one genera-^ 
lion. ^ • 

Forti/lcalions. 

•Great part of tlie^e expences has for its 
‘objejcl the creation of new strong places: 
these are labonrs engaged in for the U^>e- 
fit of future times, in order to consolidate 
and fortify Uie empire. (Here seveml 
'woiYs in tiie Texel, at Anty^rp, Cadsand, 
&c.Mre enomerated.)—In 1810 and 1811 
^or^itiia<^>ajght millions were expended 
^ the foTt8^tbe.Scheldt: it was natural, 
-toj}estow great labour upon wpolnt which 
|ViH ever^whe^ject of the jealoasy and 
,the fears of *our ifatural eneftiies. [The 
iRepmtpreceeds to enumerate other works 
constructed ataOsti6hd, Boulngne, Cher¬ 
bourg Md Hatry. Of the iantr j^lace. 
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• it says, " Ha4-e had been coBStracted by 
Vauban some vear^ before the Hevolution, 
it was though! proper, under foolish ^e- 
tences, to destroy the fortific^ions. *Thnt 
city was left dismantled ^nd exposed* 
which is the key of the S(4oc, and which 
may properly be calletl the port of l4ris. 
It is noy^ fortified and in a state to support 
a siege.”]—At Corfu, a place already very 
strong, great works have be^n construct¬ 
ing for the last four years. 
hs'-e been adopte’d, and this key of the 
Adriatic is guarded‘by 12,000 troops, 
having provisions for two years, and a nu¬ 
merous anilltry provided for a siege gf 
the longest duVatipn.—i^The*Report then 
mentio:.‘ new additions to the fortresses of 
ihe Rhine, and thus proceeds:—]—On 
seeing the activity which has reigned for 
these eight years in the works on ail our 
frontiers, one would say that France was 
anenaced by an appr iaching invasion. I 
.sh^l have no occasiois^o place before 
your eyes, by way of contrast to this idea, 
the situation of all our ncighTioursM'hu arte 
our allies, and who ar4 united to our sys¬ 
tem, and the preponderance which tUhe 
I late campaigns have given us; but. 1 shall 
only say, that since, under such circum¬ 
stances, more than 100 millions havebeen 
devoted within a few years loan expendi¬ 
ture whicli interests only the future, we 
ought to render thanks to the Goverrynent 
which, not content with securing the hap¬ 
piness of tile present generation, wishes 
also to guarantee the tranquility of poste¬ 
rity, and thus provides against even the 
most remote thaiTces of fortune. 

^ Ports. 

At our ports the labours go on with tli« 
same actiy ily'. At Antwerp, since the end 
of the last yeaf, they have removed the 
dam from tile bason. Eighteen ships of 
the line, even three deckers, can enter, 
and go out fully equipped. In the begin- 
ning of* this year, two eighty gun ships 
hatre been coppered and refitted there. 
Jhe works are going on with great activi¬ 
ty. Before the end of next September, 
the bason will be able to hold thiriyLships. 
—lilbips of thJ line cten only enter the ba¬ 
son of Flushing without their guns. The 
sluice tel now dried and insulated, and they 
are busied in lowering i^‘so that 20 ships 
will be able to enter it vTith their guns. 
The, quays which the English damaged 
are now lesnvred.* They are laboariiig 
now at ^reconstructing the magazine, aad 
ill making it bomb-proof.—The grownd 
has idready been chosen for the baaoft of 
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Terrteuse ; its foundations ar; now laying. • Roads, j u / 

Twenty ships of the line, fally equipped. In the improveraent of the road8 the' 
wiR be able to leave this ^ason in one distances are lessened. It has been com* 
tide.* It will be able to hold forty.—The puted that Turin has already been brought 
sluice of the face of Ostcnd is finished; it 36 hours nearer Paris, 24 hours by the 


has-been of»the greatest .service to the 
fortt that of Dunkirk will be finished by 
the end of the year. Great adfantages 
are expected froni deepening the channel. 
The sluice of Havre is fini.shed, and has 
great adva.itage.—At Cherbourg, 
the expences of the road are of two .soi t.s. 
The first operation''is to rai.se the dyke 
above the hnv water mark, and this will 
be accomplislied in the cou'hic of the pre¬ 
sent year ; the second b* to construct the 
forts at the extremities of tiii.s dyke to de¬ 
fend the road : the Ibrt of the centre is just 
finished, 'i he road being in this iiiaoiicr 
secured, it reniaiiiod to dig the port of ihi.s 
great Work; nine tenlh,s are executed. 
Thirdly, ships of the line will he able 
to lie in the i»ul bason; alrc;uT\' a 
ve.ssel wjiit'h^had received damage at sea 
has entered the bason, and been refitted 
there. The avant-port and bason will be 
finished in lt>)2. Tiie building docks and 
frames already exist. The works of« 
Cherbourg alone require more Iban three 
inilkons' yearly.—V.'o)ks are carrying >)n 
at all the ports of tiie 2nd or Sril oifdi r; 
and all are improving with great, rapidity. 

. Canals. 

The Cana] of St. Giointin i.s fini.die'l 
From the beginning of thi.s yci.v naviga¬ 
tion ha.s been in great activity upon it; 
its efiect tias already been felt in the 
prices of wootl and conl'in flic nietronolis. 
—The (i'anat <»f the Korth, to^uniu, the 
Rhine and the Scheldt, vvas one third part 
finished, but the union of Holland iiaving 
made it useless, these wor^s have been sus¬ 
pended.—The «Canal Napo\eop, which 
joins the Rhine and the Saone, will be 
finished in four years. Three millions a 
year are applied to it. The *Canal of 
Burgundy, which joins the Saone andithe 
Seine,* is continued with spirit. In t|je 
course of this year a million and«a half 
will be expended upon it. The canal of 
Arles, which brings the *Rhoiie to* the 
Pont-du-Bou, is one-third part executed. 
That which cuts the peninsula of Bretany, 
ill joining the f$pnce to La Vilaiiie, i$iiow> 
going on. The canal of Blouet, which 
joins NapoleonviJle to L’Orent, and which 
will one day lead fr&m Napoleonville to 
Brest, is almost finished. Many other 
canals of less importance, are either finish¬ 
ed or going on with the greatest^activity. 


passage of Mont Cenis, and 12 hours more 
by the new road of Maurienne. llis Ma¬ 
jesty has decreed the establishn/ent of a 
new road from Paris to •Chamberry by 
Tournees. This road, avoiding the 
mountains, will be shorter by 01*^1 hotfrs. 
In this manner TuriA will be brjjirght 
nearer to Paris by 44 hours, wliiHfli is al- 
innsl hjilf the distance.—Milan is by the 
road of Simplon brought nearer Paris by 
I more than .a march of ,0() hours, it the pre¬ 
sent road is compared with that which 
exi.sttd ten years ago.—Bayonne and 
Sjiain have been brought nearer to Paris 
by I & hours, by tbe road w hich has been 
made through the saiidy plains between 
Bordeaux and Bayorine.—Mayence and-, 
Germarty have been brought 12 houi;s 
nearer, by the road which has been made 
in the sands from Mayence to Metz. • 
Ilamburgli will be nearer by more than 
sixty hours in the course of tlie next year, 

I by the road made acro-ss the sand.s of 
j Maestricbl to Wesel, and from that to 
Haiiiburgii: and this will be the first ex¬ 
am')) ic in history of eighty leagues of roads 
made in tlie course of two yeans. Uen 
sets of workmen are employed : and be¬ 
fore the end of the year 1 Hi 1, much more 
than half af it will be finished, Amster- 
1 dam will be brought twelve* hours nearer 
Paris by the road through tho sands of 
Antwerp to Amsterdam, at v.hich thjy. are. 
'labouring at many points. NewTroads£.re^ 
opened frw«rspezia to Parma, from Flo¬ 
rence JficRiniini, andTiom Nice to Genoa.* 
—Aiykhe Couucils General of the depart¬ 
ments rival one another ill zeal to second 
•the intentions of the Sovereign; and every 
where roads are ojverfing to establish com¬ 
munications between the dillerent points 
in the departments.—The conslructipn of 
a ^eat number of bridges is begun. 
Those of Bordeaux, Rouen, Avignon upon 
tiie Rhone, of Turin on the Po, are the 
most remarftaj;)le. Those^f Bordeau}^and< 
Rouen, as well as that over tb% Dunnee, 
which was finished last yeaiyjyeijS^onsK 
, dered as impossible. ^A number.df 
other bridges are also finished. 

WorUk at * 

The canil of TOufque, "and the distri¬ 
bution of its waters in'the different parts oj 
Paris, are .attended witl^ an expence of* 
two^millrom and a half ef francs a year. 
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In a few years these works will be com¬ 
pletely finished.—^Already sixty fountains 
spread the waters of the Ourcque in the 
different quarters of Paris. The water ar¬ 
rives there constantly. The Seine, the 
Marne, the Yonne, and the Oise, have 
considerable works constructing son them 
to improve the navigation.—The cut of St. 
Marne, which will be finished in the next 
year, wi^ shorten the navigation o^ the 
IVfarne by five leagues, and will spread its 
•watcjsjby numerous channels. The sluices 
constructed at Port d’Arche, at Vernon, 
and at-, will facilitate the naviga¬ 

tion of tl}e Seine ; and other sluices will 
continue it to Troyes and rAube.—The' 
bridges of Choi.sy, Besen, and Jrtia, facili¬ 
tate the. communications, *or concur in the 
embellishment of the capital.—^'fhe Louvre 
is finishing; they are pulling dow'n that 
quantity of hoii«es which was between the 
Louvre and the Thuilleries. A second 
gallery re-unites the two palaces.* 

Marine. 

We have lost Gaudalbupe and the Isle of 
France. The wish to relieve these colo¬ 
nies would be no sufficient reason for try¬ 
ing ^o send out our squadrons in the state 
of relative inferiority in which they are. 
—Since the annexation of Hollaud, *liat 
country has furni.shed us with lO.OOn sea¬ 
men, and 13 ships of the., line. We have 
considerable fleets in the Scheldt and at 
Toulon. Squadrons of ships of the line, 
more or less, strong, are,inutile different 
ports, and ships on the stocks at Ant¬ 
werp. Every thing there is so arranged 
as to «dd, every year a great number of 
■•Ittps of war to our .sqitadrori in the 
Scheldt. Tw'oshipj of the. litffc^re build¬ 
ing at Cherbourg; and the luagaiines of 
timber, and othgr materials of every kind, 
are there so considerable, that we may put. 
five on.the stocks before the close of 1811.* 
L’Orient, Jlocjif-fort, and Toulon, have all 
their frames occupied. Numerous ships 
are constructing at Venice.—Naplesou "lit, 
in pursuance of treaties, to “ have«this 
year six ships of the line, and six frigates. 
Th^ kingdom hjs them not but its go¬ 
vernment jivill be convinced of fhe neces- 
sityVof repairing this negligence.—Our 
llpsoubces, interior navigation, are suf- 
X lent .to adi'ance4he material part of our 
*«rine to the sa^ie pjint as that of our 
lenffmies.—Tqp^experinienls jnadc of a 
maritime conscrippon have succeeded : 
young men of is, 19, and '2l», sent on 
board our shipff, display the best inclina¬ 
tion, and are rapidly looming. Thq fre- 
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quent sorties oJ’ our squadrons, the cruis¬ 
ing on the ciast, ^the evolutions of our 
fleets and flotillas in the Zuyder ZeeAht 
Scheldt, and in our roads, ^ave ent fbled 
our young conscripts to make a progress 
which justifies our e^tertaifling the d>e3t 
hopes. 

• War. 

In one year the greater,part of the 
strong places in Spain have been taken, 
after sieges which <Jo honour to the gtnvw 
of the artillery of the French army. 
More than 2t)0 colouril^ 80,(100 prisoners, 
and hundreds of piec^ of cannon, have 
been taken from the l^paniards, in a nain^ 
ber of pitched battles. This war was 
verging to its close, when England de-. 
parting from her usual policy, came to 
present herself in the front line. It is 
easy to foresee thf' result of this struggle, 
and to comprehend all its effects upon the 
destiny of the world.—Tlie population of 
England not being &ble^ suffice for the 
occupation of the two Indies, of America, 

1 and of a variety of establishment? in the 
I Mediterranean ; for I he defence of Ireland, 
and of her own coast.s; for garrisons, and 
•the manning of her immense fleets; for 
j the consumption of men in an obstinate 
war, supported against France on*thelSpa- 
nish* Penin.sula; the chances are greatly 
on our side, and England has placed her- 
s§lf between the. ruin of her population, 
il she persists in supporting this war, or 
dis'grace if she abandon it, after hav¬ 
ing pu'- herself forward so strongly.— 
France has 8(^(J,(Xj() men under arms ; and 
while new force.s, new armies, march into 
Spain to wombat there our eternal enemies, 
400,000 men, 50,000 horses, remain in 
our interior, or on our coasts, ready to 
march in de/enct of our rights wherever 
they shaM be menaced.—The Continental 
.system, which is followed up with the 
greatest constancy, saps the basis of the 
finances of Flngland. Already her ex¬ 
change loses 33 per cent.; her colonies 
are destjtute of outlets for their produce ; 
the grt;atesl part of her manufactories are 
shul^; and the|lontinen(al system lists only 
just arisen ! F'ollowed up for 10 years, it 
alone will be sufficient to destroy the rc- 
source.s*of England.—Her revenues are noi. 
•founded on the produce o< her soil, buton 
the produce of the commerce of the world ; 
even already her counting houses are half 
closed. The English hope in vain, that 
from the*advantages of time and ol events 
which their passions light up, some mar¬ 
kets will,be opened to their commerce.— 
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With regard to France, tie contioental j 
•ystem has produced im chspf e in her po¬ 
sition : we h?iv« been for ten years past 
without maritime commerce, and we shall 
still he withoti^ rnaritime commerce. The 
prokibition oV English merchanviize upon 
the Continent has opened an ouiletfor our 
manufactures; but should that be Wanting, 
the consumption of the etnpire presents a 
reasonable market; it is for our manufuc- ] 
^SPnrap be regulated by the wants of more 
than 60 mil lions of consumers.—The pros- 
TOrity of the Imperial Treasury is not 
founded on the corr^merce o|[ the universe. 
More than 900 millions, which are neces¬ 
sary to meet‘the txpenbes of the empire, 
are the result of home taxes, direct or in¬ 
direct. England must have two milliards, 
ia order to pay her expences; and her 
proper revenue could not furnish more 
than a third of it. We shall believe that 
England will be able to support this st(;pgJ 
gle as long as w^can.' wben she shall have 
passed several years without loans, with¬ 
out the*funding ^f Exchequer-bills, and 
when her payments shall be in money, or 
at least in paper convertible at pleasure.— 
Every reasonable man must be convinced*] 
that France may remain ten years in her 
present slate without experiencing other 
embarrassments than those she has fell for 
the last ten years, without augmenting her 
debt, and, in short, meeting all her ex- 
pences.—England must every year of war 
borrow yOO millions, which, in ten years, 
will amount to a milliards. Ho.v is it to 
bo conceived, that she cqn contrive to sup¬ 
port an increase of taxes to the amount of 
400 millions, in order to meet the interest 
of her debt>-she who cannot meet her 
current expences without hi.rrowing 800 
millions a year? The present ifnaiicial sys¬ 
tem of England is baseless without'a peace. 
All the systems of finance, foundi d upon 
loans, are in reality pacific in thtjr niiture, 
because borrowing is calling in aid the re- 
»()urce| of the future for the ndiet of |fre- 
sent wants. Notwithstanding this, liKi 
existing Admiiiistration of EngiaitJ h is 
prodllmed the principle, of ppij-i^tud 
war; this is, as if the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer announced that he should pro¬ 
pose, in a few years, a Bankruptcy Bill. 
It is, in fact, nfbthematically demonstra¬ 
ble, that to provide for expenditure by an 
annual loan of 800 millions, is to declare, 
that in some years there will be no other 
resource but Irankruptcy* This observation 
every day strikes intelligent men ; every 
. C3ai||itgn H will be still more striking to 
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the capitalists,—We are now in the fourth 
year of the war in Spain; but still alter 
some campaigns, Spain shall be subdued', 
and the English shall be driven out of it. 
What are a few years in onler to consoli¬ 
date the groat empire, and secure the 
tranquilHty of our children.^ Itisgiot that 
the Government does not wish for peace ; 
but it cannot take place While the affiiirs 
of England are directed who all 

their lives have professed perpeiual war; 
and without a guarantee, what woi^dthat 
peace be to Franco ’ At the close of two 
years English fleets would seize cur ships, 
and would min our ports of Bci^rdeaux, 
®Nautes, A'n,stordam, Marseilles, Genoa, 
Leghorn,* Venice, Naples, Trieste, and 
Hamburgh, as they have done heretofore. 
Such a peace would be only a trap laid for 
our cdmmerce; it would be useful to Eng¬ 
land alone, who would rrgniii an opening 
for her co imerce, and would ch.ange the 
Continerft it s 5 'stem. The pledge of peace 
is in (lie existence of our fleet and of our 
rnaiiiiine power. ' We shall be able to 
make peace with safeiy 
have 150 ships of the 
of the obstacles of war, such is the state of 
the Empire that we shall have that num- 
bcr«of vessels! Thus, t he guarantee of our 
fleet, and that of an Engli,sh Administra¬ 
tion founded on .[uinciples different from 
those of the existing Cabinet, can alone 
give peace to the universe. It w'ould be 
useful to uS, ^lo /:! jubt, but it would alto 
be de-:rabli; in every point of view : we 
shall say more, the Continent—the whole 
world demands it: hut we have.one con¬ 
solation, whiclwis, that it is stjll more dke 
sirable foy'^ur eneiniej than for ourselves j 
and w^ever eilji t i the English Ministry 
may make to stupify th/i nation, by'a 
•multitude of pamphlets, and by every 
Vhing that can keep it; action a population 
greedy of news, they cannot conceal from 
the w'orld how much peace becomes every 
da^ more indispeiis.iSle to England.— 
Thuf, Gentleiiieii, every thing at present 
guarantees to us a futurity as happy as 
full of giorji r and that« futurity ha^re- 
ccived an addAional pledge in ^hat infant 
so much desired, who, at last grantell to 
our vows, will perpetuate tjte mosr illus' 
trious dynasty ; of tliafinfaiit, who amiif® 
the letes of which your^nee ting seemmlq 
form a parf, receive^ alftjdyt*with ’l.h* 
Great Napoleon, and ihe august Princess 
whom be has a-sociated to his high desti¬ 
nies, the hdVnage of love*and of respect 
from.itU the natio^is of the £mpir«. 



9S] 


JULY 20, 1811—t^cisci J^iperjL 


[Vi 


Alfayates, in order 
•^The Duke of ilaeuss 


riiA^CE .——Intelligence from the Armies in 
Spain. 

Raising qf the Siege qf Badojot. 

The Duke of Ragusa, Commander-in 
Chief of the army of Portwgal, pul him¬ 
self in motion in the beginning 4^f Jnvie, 
with the* intention of liriviug beyond the 
Coa that corps the English ariny which 
Wellington (oi% departing for the siege of 
B*lojozj*'ftad left on the frontiers before 
Ciudad Rodrigo.—On the 5th of June, 
tths Duke of Ragusa arrived at Ciudad 
'Rodrigo with his advanced guard, and a 
corps of 2,000 horse: the enemy did not 
think proper to wait the arrival of the 
army, and retreated during the iwght. At 
day-break, the Duke of Ragusa sent his 
cavalry in pursuit: only some parties of 
General Craufurd’s division were met 
with, who were driven into the Coa under 
the ruins of Almeida. Some prisoners 
Wfere taken. The English divisions forced 
their retreat into the mountains of Sahugal 
order»to gain the Tagus. 
_ gusa having, without a 

blow, succeeded in his pb n of expelling 
.the enemy from this part of the frontier, 
immediately directed the marcii of his 
army towards the Tagus.—Genera! 
nier took the command of the advanced 
guard, and arrived on the 9th at Piaceti'.ia. 
—On the 12th two divesions passed the 
Tagus at Ahnaras, tlie bridge of wh'cb 
was securely established, and oovered by 
strong batteries. Quantifies'of prov!.sioiis 
and stores had for some time arrived at 
this iipportant point. The Duke of Rii- 
.^£usa also Yeceived there a grand bridge 
equipage, which be sent fdrwa^ with the 
""Vest of the ar ny, in the direction Me- 
\ri4ft.—Meanwhile the Army of the South, 
under the Duke of Dalmatia's orders, had 
received numerous reinforcements. Twelve 
thousanS n\en, under' the Count D’Plrlon, 
had arrived on' the 8tii at. Conlova, and 
followed the Duke of Dalmatia’s move, 
'"inents, who again advanced to Santa Mjtr- 
tlia, and occupied AlmendraU jo with his 
right, thus being in readiness to commut^ 
nicatb with the Duke of Riigusa.—Wel- 
’ Jington, wSose army was greatly fatigued 
'^1 rough w'ant of provisions, and sickness, 
^ cessively ?bllectod his troops round 
f ; but feeling himself so much 

iffened, wwclved (b malce a great elibrt to 
'“'carry the place befoT’o the junction of the 
two armies. After* a dreadfpl firing of 
“iiftillery, a first wsault was ma^ ; but the 
breach was defended by Frenchmen. ^Six 


hundred English remained on the spot. A 
second assault bad the same result ; so 
that the English lost more than 1,200 plea 
in those fruitless attacks. Wcliiogtorr was 
aiir ut to make a desperate effort, when on 
the iSih the Duke of ,RagSA arrive^ at 
Merida, and efi'eclcd his junction with the 
Duke cd" Dalmatia. The two armies 
marched on Badajoz, the siege of which 
place Wellington precipitately raised, re¬ 
entering Portugal wyth all his troops«d^'<i ■ 
of his battering artillery and many of his 
sick have been taken.-^On the 21st, the 
Duke of Ragusa had hirdiead quarters at 
Badajoz.—Th(( deta.bs of the siege art? 
every instant expected to be 'brought by 
General Philippon, who, as yvell as the 
garrison, has covered himself W'ith glory ; 
fur the breach was every where practi¬ 
cable. ■* 

Tmrth Corps of the Army. 

The insurgents of Mur'Jio thought they 
should be able to profit by the absence of 
the Duke of Dalmatia to attack General 
.“'-scbasiiani, and by threatening his com- 
iminit r.tions with the Sierra Morena, force 
kim to leave (Grenada open. Their chief 
ooip:, took up a position at Gor, between 
B.nsa and Guadix, whilst their right vrtn'J"" 
p; w;Pcdcd upon Ubeda, which the weak 
garrison was ibreed to evacuate, to ta!;e 
up, a better position towards Buosa.—<);> 
the, 12th of May General Sebastian! re* 
coiihoitred the enicmy upon Gor, with some 
sfiuadrons. Some blows of lin; sabre were 

i 

.siifuuietit to check the march of the enemy, 
who fell back ujion Venta del Babul, 
where he began to crilrrnch himself; this 
skirmish was sullicicut to check at Ubeda 
the tnemyks column which had proceeded 
tliitiier. I i<u!i t'Kal moment the enemy, 
instead c!' aitr.vcking the fine position of 
Guudix, \.herc General Se.basliani w^aited 
for llicm to make I item repent their teme¬ 
rity, Imploytd ib.;m.si lvt;s only in eii- 
trcrifchiir/ dicinselvcs at Ubeda and Babul, 
Gsneral jflebr.^tiani, wishing to force them 
to abarnlon Ubeda, directed a strong co¬ 
lumn on that pojut by Cabra SantoCh.’isto, 
whiksi, he. j'roceedtd himself, on the 21th 
of May, with a .strong reconnoitring party 
upon Vebta del Babul. The enemy’s ail- 
ranted posts were attacked at Gor, and 
overthrown in a moment: they were pur¬ 
sued at the point of the sword to Venta— 
50 men were killed and three officers at 
the foot bf ' their intrenchmeiits, which 
they dared not quit. However, this aaa- 
htcuvre, joined to the march of ihe.eolumn 
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s«*nt upon Ubeda, was attended with Com¬ 
plete success: the enemy, fearing to be 
cutoff, evacuated precipitately Ubeda, 
and ftll back ])etween Lorca rfnd Basa. | 

^District the Army of the North, ' 

The petty war against the brigands con¬ 
tinues with activity: the moveefblc co¬ 
lumns do n<Jt leave them time to acquire 
c onsistency. Several Chiefs have 
been taken, particularly one Urgate, one 
of the roost fcroc^ms. For some time, 
Espos had re-orjmnised his bands in the 
fountains of Na^rsg. The Junta of Va- 
ieneia had stjfit him arms. General 

CalTarelli set off from Vittoria with orders 
to penetrate into Navarre, by the moun¬ 
tains of Biscay, whilst General Rcicle left 
Pampcluna, and General Dumoustier 
guarded the passes of the 'J'agns. On tlie 
9th of June General Caflarelli came i]|i 
with a strong b^I iii^he valley of Ulzana ; 
at the first fire they dispersed into the 
mountains. We were informed that the 
rendezvous of thebands was round Jistella. 
Measures were taken to march towards 
that point, but the enemy had been fore-^ 
w’arned, and had passed at Puente la-Reina, 
p-oreeding towards Sanguessa. On the 
14th General Reicle took that direq).ion. 
and came up at last with the principal 
mass of biigands, who weic forced to fight. 
General CafTarelli, who w'as only a league 
distant,arrived in hi;; turn, passing throygh 
a wood, where he found several h.uiidreds 
of brigands concealed, a part of whom 
were killed. The aflair wa« very w arm ; 
the brigands were overthrown: more than 
600 wen were killed on the fit-id; the 
rest owed their safety to the abruptness of 
the mountains, which it was necessary to 
•scale. Measut;es are taken to pursue the 
wrecks of this assemblage. The wretches 
have scarcely any clotlies, are badly 
armed, without shoes, and nearly de^stitute 
of provisions: their Chief .saved hiqjiself 
with •fourteen men only, attempting to 
gain Valencia. * ^ * 

* Blockade of Figueras. ^ 

The works of- the blockade arc in such 
perfection that it is impossible d!iy thing 
can go in or ent. Disease makes consi* 
derable ravage in the place, which is 
nearly destitute of every thing. 


[9a 

His Serene Highness the Prince qf Net^fchaiel 
and Wagram. 

Monsiegneur,—The defence of Tarra¬ 
gona, become more obstinate in propor¬ 
tion as the attack advanced, had only'con¬ 
centrated itself since the taking of the ex¬ 
terior works of Olivo and Francoli? It was 
kept up by succours of aU kinds, which a 
land army cannot intercept from a mari¬ 
time place without the assistanc^of a fl«.et 
to complete the blockade. The suburbs, 
or the lower town, xvhich comprehcffd the j 
Fort and the Mole, are, covered by a front 
of fortifications strengthened daily by new 
• batteries, and against which I directed all 
our efforts. 1 had the honour to give 
your ]i\celleney an account of the third 
assault made on the Kith of June at. the 
Lunette du Prince, with the same success 
a.s the two preceding ones. The capture 
of this point was a first step into the inte¬ 
rior of the lower town. The arlUlery im¬ 
mediately transported its breaching-bat- 
tery, and, with 10^)00 sacks of earth, wasj 
estabii.shed on the very ground of thewetk 
itself. The engineers pressed niore''and 
more the front attacked, opened a third 
parallel, pushe<l two debouches upon the.' 
saljent angle of the covered way of the 
bastion St. Charles, and on that of the 
half moon, crowned the top of the glacis, 
and in fine executed the descent of the 
ditch at the angle of the bastion dcs Cha- 
noines.—Qn tlie 21st, an enemy’-s howitzer 
blew up the f)owder-magiizino of our 
breaching battery ; in an hour jt was re¬ 
paired : all our b.atteries, by a continued 
' and well-kept-up fire, silenced that^of i}ie 
enemy, ^nd opened threj" practicable" 
breaches. At four ifi the afiernoon, I or¬ 
dered the assault, and at seven all was 
ready ; 1,500 grenadiersVere united with 
r sappers and scaling-ladders, and dispo.sed 
in columns of attack and reservel They 
were followed by a thousand* workmen. 
General Palombini commanded the as^ 
sJ^i. I ordered General Montniarie to 
comma.ad a second re.serve at the left of 
the trenches. He w as to be seconded by 
two hatlalioii# ibe 7fii, and by tke fire 
of Olivo or fort Salme; W’hilst*at the samq 
time on the left General Harispe shoui •- 
make movements to alarm'lhe garrisor '^’ol 
the road to Barcelona, and throw boljJT .. 
among the .shipping. cTo boaontiKiSSi) 
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, ** I looked upon the Bullion Beport as likely to lead to what would be likely to lecuRUie country 
*' from the natural consequences of that overwhelming corruption, which 1 regaAm a« tK fruihnf the 
** purer system ; and, as I have tte accomplishment of this great object deeply at beam as 1 look 
** tt^n the happiness aud honour m my country as of far greater value to me than' any fter worldly 
** possession, I said, and 1 still say, that the Bullion Rejdrrt has given me mure pteasute & j should 
“ derive fronnflbeing made the owner of the whole of Hampshire. As to any idea qf a porlkature, I 
“ shdjll. I aitf sore, be believed, when I say, that 1 did not care one straw to what party thes^mittee 
*• belonged. If ,1 had a wish as to party, it certainly would be, that no change of minulnf ymldiuii/ 
“ place ; for, without prejudice to the OUTS, who, I think, would do the thing full as w j, 
‘•Mittlc more time, 1 am quite satis&ed, that the present people will do it jp neatly and as nkly, as 
“ any reasonable man can expect,”——POLITICAL BE61STER, Vol. XVIIL p, 

1810. . 
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TO THE READERS. 

• 

The Sheet containing the TABLES 
and INDEXES to Vol. XIX,» and also 
the TABLE OF PRICES, Sec. See. is 
published with the present Number. 

PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

. BE1N6 AN EXAMINATION « 

OF THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES.PF LETTERS 

TO THE • 

TlllDESMEN AND,FARMERS 
In and NEAk SllLISBURY. 


Letter XXVIII. 

Progrest of Lori Stanhope's Bill—Effects of 
its Proviswns — Mr. BrougliShn's Resolu¬ 
tions — The Justice qf Lord Kin^s Claim 
insisted on-—Illustrated by the Grants to 
the King and the Additions to the Pay qL 
tifi Judges. ^ 

Gentlemen, ' 

The Bill is past! And, be yott^ssureij, 
that the die is east f When, I wrote the 
passage, which 1 have taken form 3 r^otto 
to this lettef, 1 did expert to see what I 
hintefl at in the close4)f that passage; 
but, I most confess, that I did not expect 
the progress to have been quite so rapid as 
, it has been. For the future my calcula- 
^.tioBft. will 1 m? moTe likely to keep pace 
withevefitt. • ' 

Well, th^ Hll of Lord fitanhope is now 
'baoQBie 9 law. We will, therefore, take 


—I— 

a short view of the rise and progi% of 
it; and, when we have so done, w^ill 
examine its provisions, and eudeavoiXto 
point out its consequences. 

The Bill was brought into the House ^ 
I'Lords and read a firs^Mime on the 27th 
June, when no divisiot^ took place, and 
when an intimation was giveipby the mi¬ 
nisters, that they %hould oppose it. Oa 
the second of July, it was read a second 
time, and, being now mpporled by the 
ministers, the question for the second read¬ 
ing was carried, 36 for it, P2 agim/Sfl li.' 
•On the 8th of July, it was read a third 
time and passed, 43 for it, 16 against it. 
In the Honourable House, it was read a 
first time on the 9lh of July, and, upon a 
division on the question, there appeared 
64. for it and 19 against it. On the I5lh 
of July it was read a second time, 133 for 
it, and 55 sfgainst it. On the 17 th of 
Julj^ it went through a committee of the 
House, and, on the I9th of July, it was 
read a third time and passed with the 
amendments, relating to the penalties. On 
the £2n*d of July, tlm amendments mtro- 
duced by the Commons were agreed to 
by the Lords. On the 24th of July it re- 
teivid the Royal Assent by Commission ; 
and thus it is become A LAW ; thus a new 
penal law has been added to*the almost 
endless number already in existence. 
Many hundreds of the people oCthiscoun- 
*try have been banished, or put to death, 
for imitating the promissory notes «f the 
Baffik Company j and now the people are 
liable to be punishqij for passing them for 
what they may deem their worth, though they 
be their own property, 

Th# provisions of the Bill are not nu¬ 
merous : it is a pithy affair. The first part 
relatestothe passingof coiaaodpaper, aud 
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• the second to the recovery of rents, 
will be bf’t to insert the words. Those 
of tffcfiry part are aS follows: “ r»e it 

enartetf that frfim and after the passing 
" of thiglAct, no person shall receive or 
" p=>y ¥ any |lo!d c(jin lawfulfy current 
•' wrthii the realm, any more in value, 

“ benrft or advantage, than the trualaw- 
“ fuj #ilue of. 8U( h coin, whellu-i such 
" val#', benefit, profit or advantage be 

paijr' made, or taken ii\ lawful money, 

" or,ft any note 't lo'es, bill or bills of 
“ th» Governor and Company of the Bank 
“ of I'intrland, or i»., any silver token or 

* * t^‘t-ns issued by the^Hji' Gi^ernor and 
“ Cjnifiany, ortiy any onall of the said 
« lieans wholly or partly, or by any^ de- 

-ice, shift, or contrivance whatsoever.— 
'f.^nd be it further enacted, by the autho* 
o rily aforesaid, that no person shall by 

* any device, shift, or contrivance wbal- 
" soever, receive or pay any note or noies^^ 
"bill or bills of llsft Gttvernor and Com- 
" pany of the B^nk of lingland, as of Ies< 

" value in*money, except lawful discount, 

" than the sum expFessed therein, to be 

“ thereby made so payable.”-Thus it 

stood as it went from the Lords. There 
were, I believe, some trifling verbal alte- 

TafTSTfirtnadt* in the Honourable House, w ho 
also added the penalty, and made it a misde¬ 
meanour to disobey this part of the law ; 
of course, ull'enders against it may be pu¬ 
nished by fine ami imprisonment, or, as 1 
am, by both, at the discretion, perhaps, ol* 
the Judges ; but, of this I am not sure, not 
having, as yet, seen the Act in its finished 
state. ' * * 

Thus, then, the Bank Company^, after 
having applied to the Government to issue 
an Order in Council, after diavijig subse¬ 
quently applied for acts of Parliament, to 
screen them against the consequences of 
refusing to pay their promissory notes ini 
coin, noiv see a law passed making it efi- 
tninai, for any one to get rid of any ofthose^ 
notes that he may happen to possess for 
their real woi th in coin ! i 

« 

This law does what the laws already m 
existence could not do in the case of De 
Yonge ; or, at l^ast, it attempts to ho it. 
It forbids and puni$lies the selling of gold 
coin for more than its nominal worth in 
Bank .Votes, which was precisely what 
De Yonge did. But, ‘do you believe. 
Gentlemen, that this will put tf stop to 
the traflick ? I should think, that nobody 
coHld believe this ; and, if any one were 


inclined to believe it, he need only coii* 
iHdcr the little effect produced by the con¬ 
viction of De Yonge to convince him of 
the contrary. That gentleman was found 
guilty of the crime of selling guineas at 
Twenty two shillings and sixpence each, and, 
while he i»y under that conviciioiu the 
price of the guinea rose to Twenty Six or 
Twenty seven sliillings. This* is a pretty 
good proof that the price of the guinea is 
not to 6e kept down by penal laws. ^^But, • 
if the law should pal antnd to all pur- 
chase.s of gold coin in Bank of EngSSid 
notes, it cannot have any such effect with 
regard to Country bunk Notes. Siqyiase, 
foninstance,thatoneot you hadafancy fora 
hundred guineas to lay snugly aside, and 
1 had them to dispose of ; the price would 
be 135/. blit, say vve, the bargain must not 
take place in notes of the Governor and 
Company in Threadneedle Street, for 
.so savs lord Stanhope’s law. But the 
law does Slot say, that such bargains 
shall not be mide in Country Bank 
notes ; and therefore, •you give me 135/. 
in the notes of Paperkite and Co. which 
notes w'ill, in all probability, answer 
R.y purpose full as well as the London 
notes, or better if I want to pay them 
away yi the country ; and, if they should 
not answer my purpose quite .so well, w hat 
have 1 to do but go to the couuti y banker 
^and ge,t them changed for Bmk of Eng* 
land notes? 1 keep the country bank notes 
if 1 please, and if 1 please 1 change them, 
'riiisisone way, flien, and a most effectual 
way too, of rendering the Bill of no us* 
as to its main apparent object. , 

But, how many are the ways.^in which 
such a lavwmay, must, and will be evaded ? 

Ii is a law intended to make people part, 
with their property for less than it is worth 
!n the one case, and to make them obtain 
for it more than it is worth in th.e other 
rase. The old adage of "'a thing is 

worth wiiat it will bring” is, by this law, 
fto be;i/jially destroyed after having lived 
in the world ever since purchase, or even 
barter, was known amongst men. Ac¬ 
cording to this* Uw, a ihin^, in one case 
will be worth mare than it is to be Aifiered 
to bring, and, in the other case, a thing < 
wll not bring so much as it is to be asserted ^ 
to be worth. It is a law, in short, to co^- 
pel men to disjiose certain articles sf 
their property *(if they dtspose'of then) «t 
all) at a price fixed on by the government; 
and is such a daw as never tvas heard of 
before, except in Framce, during the Unwii 
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of Robespierre and Danton and Marat. 
It is as Mr. Brougham has called it, in his 
Resolutions,a law n^nuiximum as to gold coin; 
bat, it is a law, which cannot be generally 
er^oTced, and which can have only a tem¬ 
porary and partial effect, if any at all, in 
checking the traffic in coin against paper; 
and to whatever extent it is efficient, it 
will be efficient in driving all the coin out 
©f tlm kingdom, excepting such portion 
•as people are enabled to hoard; for, if I 
have a guinea, ftr any thing else, that is 
wo'?th ii? shillings, and if there be a law 
which prevents me from getting at present 
in England more than 21 shillings for it, 
1 shall certainly hoard it ’till I can get khe 
worth of it, if 1 have no safe means of 
sending it abroad. Where is the man 
who will not do this ? I am sure that there 
is not a man amongst you wlw» would 
not do it. Ye.s, 1 am .sure, that there 
i.s not one single farmer in all England, 
who will not hoard a guinea salher than 
exchange it for a bank note of twenty 
one shillings, bo tkat, .as I have observed 
to you before, and as has been very well 
expressed in Mr. Brougham’s Resolutions, 
this law will, as far a.s it shall be efficient, 
drive the little re.mains of gold coin into 
hoard.s or out of the country, and, by 
preventing a free and open anS un¬ 
restrained competition between the coin and 
the paper, will, asfar*as it has effect, pre¬ 
vent the. operation of the only cure for the' 
evil of a depreciated paper gidney. * 


* lit was on the li;th of July, that Mr, 
Bi^iugham proposed his Resolutions to 
the House of Commons. They were 'ne¬ 
gatived ; and, gei’.tlemen, I beseech you 
to contpare then? with such residulions as 
.were agreed toby that House. These Re- 
solulion.s are well worthy of attention, con¬ 
taining as they do what will become a qae- 
inorabl^ protest against the law, which is 
now the subject of discussion, and wliich 
will be a subject of observation with our 
children, if any trace of it shall 
beyond our own times. 

I. That by the Law and Conilitation 
of these Ilealfhs, it is llnj (indoubted right 
of eyet^' man to sell, or otherwise dispose 
of his property for whatever he deems to be 
. its value, or whatever consideration Ije 
.^chuses to accept. And that every man pos- 
suaeklof a Baitk Note, or other security for 
the payrndit of tnoney, haS an undoubted 
right to give itatvay for nothing, or in ex¬ 
change for |vhatever sum • of money he 
p’leasea ; or if be cannot obtain what htt 
demands, to retain posseuion of it. 
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*I have before observed, fltat, in ail 
ready-tnoney transactions, this must be 
nugatory, and I have given an ust^ce of 
a farmer having a pig to sell 4 market. 
It will, of course, be the same inyi o'her 
bargains for ready-^mon^^; and, Wen in 
cases of credit, amongst friends anokeigh. 
bourse the same will take place. \ume 
roguery may be, in this respect, cAoed 
by the law, but the law wifi never cot|Le| 
men to give the guinea and receive w 
note at their nominal value, one conipau 
with the other. In«that place, where, F 
all others, one might, expect to see tl 
di.sposiiion^of ni^’i concur with this law 
I mean, the Stdk Exchange, a distinctid 
between coin and paper is already mad4 
for Stock has frequently been bought wif 
guineas at a price much lower than tq 
rate of the day, which rale is regulate! 
upon the supposition that paper-money | 
to be the medium. And, who is to pr4 
i^ent this, withou* a general law of 
mum; that is to say, a lavj putting a pricj 
upon all commodities whatever, and pi* 
iiishing men for seMing them for mort 
than the price so fixed } This present 
law, therefore, is nothing of itself. It is 
nothing unaccompanied with a maximum 
of prices. Those who h^ve boguuiv this 
jjRth, must keep on, and go the whole 
length, or they do nothing at all, except 
drive coin out of the count ry or into the hoards, 
and, perhaps, in many cases, cause a 
djreach of contracts between man and man. 


II. That any statute, having for its ob¬ 
ject to restT'uin* this right, would be con¬ 
trary tile principles of the Briti.sh Con¬ 
stitution, and a flagrant violation of the 
most sacred Rights of Property, and the 
ancient and iatalienable Liberties of the 
Peopig. • 

HI. That any statute, having for its ob- 

f ject to prevent the Bank, or other Paper 
CarreiTcy of the Country from being ex- 
l:hanged against the lawful money of the 
realm below a certain rate, wfluld, if it 
coulcfbe carried into effect, cause the law¬ 
ful money of the realm to disappxar, and 
vflauld, in proportion to its efficacy, pre¬ 
clude the application of the most appropri¬ 
ate ramedies for the present derangement 
in the circulation of th^country. 

IV. That the free exchange of the law¬ 
ful Money of the realm with the paper 
currency on such terms as the holders of 
eath Niay think proper to settle among 
themselves, is not only the undoubted 
right of the subject, hut affords the best 
Ii.2 . . * 
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To a maxinom they must come at last, or 
what is drtie will be of no effect at all. 

Th^ 'ther piyovision of the Bill relates 
to for and is as follows; 

" A«»' h« it enacted, by the authority 
“ aff«8aid» that in case any person shall 
•t i^ceed by distress to recover froth any 
•.ftmant or oUier person liable to such 
^distress, any rent or'sum of money doe 
*from such tenant or other person, it shall 
? be lawful for such tenant or other person, 
in every such ca8e,% tmder notes of the 
' Governor and Cooipany qfthe ^unk (f Eng- 
‘ expressed to be ptivablnondemand, 
“ to the amount and in discharge of such 
" rent or sum so due to the person on 
" whose behalf such distress is made, or 
“ to the officer or person making sueli 
“ distress on his behalf; and in case such 
*' tender shall be accepted, or in case 
" such tender shall be made and refuse^, 
" the goods taken in su6h distress shall be 
*' forthwith returned to the party distressed 

means of restoring the circulation of the 
country to its sound and natural state, by 
establishing two prices for all commodi¬ 
ties, whensoever the one currency is from 
•nv c&uses depreciated below the other. 

V. That no law whatsoever can alter tfSe 

real value of the paper currency inrelation 
to the lawful money of the realm, nor 
alter the real value of either kind of cur- 
rency, in relation to all other commodi¬ 
ties ; and that any attempt to fix the 
rales at which paper /ind, coin shall 
pass current, must, in proportion to iu 
success, interfere with the just and legal 
execution of all contracts already existing, 
without the possibility of affecting the 
terms upon which coutracti shall be made 
in‘time to come. * < 

VI. That it is the bounden duty of the 
Cominons House of Parliament, ^ as thA 
guardians of the rights .of the people,* to 
discountenance and resist a scheme whicn 
has for its immediate objects the establish¬ 
ment of a maximum in the money-tVade 
of the tvalm, and the dissolution of the ob¬ 
ligations already contracted by numerous 
dasws of the community, but which has 
for its groundwork principles lea^ng to 
an universal law of maximum, and the in¬ 
fraction of every existing contract for the 
payment of money ; ,and that a Bill 
touching the gold coin which has lately 
been brought from the Lords, lfiis*al] the 
said objects, and proceeds upon the said 
priacipUs. 


" upon, unless the party distraining zni 
** refusing to accept such tender shall ifl- 
'* sist that a greater sum is due than the 
** sum so tendered, and in such case the 
“ parties shall proceed as usual in sui;h 
*' cases ; but if it shall appear that no 
“ more watt due than the sum so lervlered 
“ then the party who tendered such sum 
** shall be entitfed to the costs of all sub- - 
“ sequfint proceedings : Provided 

that the person to whom such rent or 
“ sum of money is doe*shaU have an^ be 
“ entitled to all such other remedies for the 
" recovery thereof, exclusive of distress, as 
" such peison had or was entitled to at the 
‘**time of making such distress, \f such person 
" shall not think proper to accept such lender 
“ so made as aforeshid: Provided also, that 
" nothing herein contained shall alteet 
“ the right of any tenant, or other such 
" person as aforesaid, having such right 
•" to replevy the goods taken iq distress, 

“ in case, Nvithout making such tender as • 

“ aforesaid, he shall so think fit.”- 

Now, what does this part of the Bill e^ect? 

It has frequently been said, that the 
tenantry ought to be protected, and Lord 
Stanhope has all along said, that his ob¬ 
ject was to protect the tenant. What. 
then,»has this bill done for the tenant f 
If the thing leased be a farm, or lands of 
any sort, distress is^ not the mode that the 
landlord would pursue. He hat other 
remedie.s, and those much more efficient 
than that of distress. So that, in fact, this 
law alFurds noprotection at all to the tenant. 

,But, though this law will do the te.vant 
no good, it may, and, in some cases, will, 
do him a great deal of harm, especially as 
the minister has avowed his intention of 
making the bank notes a legfl tender if thic 
law should prove insufficient for the ob- 
jefct in view. Under such circumst^^nces. 

DO man in his scnseif, will let a new lease, 
or renew an old one; for, though a corn-rent 
mig^t pos.sibly serve to guard him against 
the tfitai loss of his estate, stiil he will be 
afraid, and he will think it the safest way 
to let no lease at all. Tenants for term 
of years will, therefore, become tenants at 
will, and will have their rents raised upon 
them every year agreeably to the depre- ' 
tiation of money and the rise in prices » 
and, another conseqpence will be, t.he«! 
landlords wilL whenever il is praef^wie, ' 
take the lands into thmr own possession 
and use, seeing that even a yearly letting 
may, in the thnes that mayairise, become 
dangerpui; for, if a law be passed te-daf 
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ii^ consequence of a single landlord’s de* 
manding bis rent according to law, what 
hare not landlords to fear? The safest 
course, therefore, that they can pursue is 
to keep, as far as they are able, their farms 
in their own hands; and this, to a very 
grea!|extent, they certainly will do. So 
that this law, as far as it is efficient, will 
^ produce a ^firtual violation of contracts 
, and a»dlscouragement to agriculture. 

During the <fiscussions upon this mea¬ 
sure, several hints were thrown out as to 
the courts of law setting tfuiir faces against 
tbdsea who should demand payment in 
gold.^ Sir Samuel Romilly observed 
upon what Mr. Manmng said about the 
law being ton strong for the landlords, that 
il alarmed him to hear such language ; 
and that he thought it dangerous in the 
extreme to expose men to such uncertainty 
as to the real meaning of the law. Suf, 
Mr. Fuller and Lord Stanhope, as ap¬ 
pears from the reports in the news-papers, 
came to the point at once. The former is 
reported to have said, in the debate of the 
9th of July, that “ he wondered to hear 
any doubt of the solvency of the Bank, 

" as it was to be supported by the sol- 
vency of Government; and GoTc»nment 
" surely had ships and stores, and plenty 
“ of valuables hesidoi;. He (Mr. Fuller) 
did not understand the objects of thw 
persons who had brought forward the 
question, but he was^ tonvinced they 
“ were something sinister. (A laugh.) As 
" to "Bank-notes, if any landlord was 
•'•oflered payment in them, and he wapted 
** gold, he (Mr. Fuller) did not know what 
« might be dom;; but of this he was sure, 

“ that THE WHOLE TENANTRY OF 
“THE COUNTRY WOULD MEET 
“AND TOSS HIM IN A BLANKET. 

“ CJattghing.y’ .And the latter is repefrted 
to bavE said, in the House of Lords, on tiu| 
22nd of July, that “ his Noble Friena\ 
“ (Earl of Lauderdale) had called Bill j 
a legislative HINT: but it was Sr^reity 
'< broad hint, too. He did not know whe- 
*• ther hisN^ble Friend had been educated 
“ at *ny of the Hniverj^ties: but, he be- 
“ lieved, not at Oxford*. There was a 
" story there about a broad hint, which 
" they called “ John Keale’s broad hiHt** 

» • H Th ere was, a r»an that John Keale did 
" riot like : J<ihn gave him a hint that he 
“ did not like his company : but • he 
“ would not go away. « What did you 
« do, thfn,” says one to John? “ Do,” 
** says John Keale,.** why, 1 kicked him 
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** “ down stairs... That was a (wetty broad • 
“ “ bint!! !” (laughing.) So he, (Earl 
“ Stanhope) had given Lord Kin^ hm; 

“ and if he /blknced «p this basittt^, why, 

“ when next Session canfee„ he wmid give 
“ him a BROAD hinl! (a faMgA.)”^uite 
a wit, I declare : “ Quite a 8e3>wtt Mr. 

“ Befljamin !” Well, you know, Gmtle.. 
men, that there is a time fowall things,^d, 
of course, a time for hugking. But, uns 
well worthy of ceuiark, that this war (» 
it is the same that began in t79U 
was waged for the* » PRESERVATlOl 
“OF LIBERTY AND PROPER'H 
f‘ AGAINST RJiPUBLICANS AND LB 
" VEI.LERS,” that was‘the title of th4 
Association at the Crown and Anchor.) 
This is well worthy of remark ; now is thel 
time to make such remark. This war has', 
now been going on eighteen years; this | 
war fur the support of order and law and j 
property, and nnvt^ behold, we iiear, in the i 
two houses of parliament, the supporters : 
of this system, talk of tossing a laniard in 
a blanket and kicking Jum doim stairs, if he 
should persist in demanding payment of 
his rents agreeably to the contract in hit 
leases ! 

Gentlemen, if you have rea^ the*reports 
of the debates in parliament, upon this 
subject, you must have observed, that the 
people in the ministry have very loudly 
disapproved of the conduct of Lord King 
for demanding of his tenants payment in 
gold, or in notes in sufficient amount to 
make up far the depreciation qf money. Now, 
observe ; they have brought forward, se¬ 
veral times, propositions for large grants to 
the King and to others, on account of the 
rise in prices, which, as I have already ex¬ 
plained 4.0 you, is only another name for 
the depreciation of numey, I beg you to 
mark well what I am now going to state 
to yqp ; because it will give you a clear 
insight into this whole matter. 

• 

]fi 1802, eight years ago, a large sum 
of money, no less a sum than 900,033/. 
,(why not have made it a round“million f) 
was granted by parliament “ to the King 
“ to discharge the arrears and debts due 
“ upon the CIVIL LIST on the 5th of Ja- 
" nuary, 1802.” TiJte Civil List, Gentle¬ 
men, is the King’s establish.Tieni of ser¬ 
vants and officers of diHeient sorts, and, 
in short, of all his expences. The King 
had*a permanent allowance, fixed by Act 
■of Parliament, of 800,000/. a year for 
I these purposes; but, in I80t (t^ limn' 
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‘ we are now speaking of) the Citil List 
had got into debt; and ihe then Minister, 
Addingti>T>. taking advantage of the na¬ 
tional s^tisfaciian at the Peace of Amiens, 
piopwd a gaant of the above sum, for 
the ^rpose of paying ofl‘this debt. Mr. 
Foysmtl others opposed the grant; ^but it 
vr^ii supported by 1*itt, George Rose and 
majority, and upon a division there 
/ere 2'/(f tor it and only .51 against it. 
%nd, let it be borne in* mind, that the 
^rant was justified {ly Pitt upon this 
ground : that it did not make an increase 
’to tile Civil List equal iu pioportion “ to 

the inaeane gf the price of, •commodities. 

"and to THE DEPRECIATJON OF 
" MONEY." So he said ; so they all 
•aid ; anti llie assertion was sanctioned by 
a vote of the House granting 990,053/. to 
the King. Now, then, if the King was to 
have a gr.int like this on account of the 
post depreciation erf moiiej^, why should Lord 
King be reviled, why should he be tossed 
in a blanket^ or kkiceddownstairs, fordemand- 
ing payment in sm;h a way as to give 
him some security for future depreciation 
of money, especially when we consider, 
that he only demanded the fulfilment of a 
bargain, wl\de the grant to the King was 
orrr and above the fulfilment of a bargain 
made with hm by the public f 

But, did the ifemands for the King stop 
here? Very far from it; for, in the year., 
1.S04 (onl}' two years afierwards), Pitt, 
who was then come back into power, 
called for another grant fo» a sisiiflar pur¬ 
pose, to no less an amount than 591,842/. 
3.«. 10|d. How scrupulously exact the 
Gentlem.an was! To a half-penny, yon 
see ! Oh, wondrous financier ! This grant 
also was made, and without any division 
of the House, though it was slrcmiousiy 
opposed by Sir Francis Burdett, upon 
the ground of its being a departure fropi 
a bargain with the public, and of thct 
practice qf making such grams being cal¬ 
culated to render the Royal I'amiiy sbso- 
luiely dependent upon the Minister of Ihe 
day. Tliis grant also was justified upon 
the ground that money had depreciated and 
the prices of all commodities increased. ^This 
grant was accompanied with a permanent 
addition to the CiVil List of 00,000/. a 
year; and, indeed, the annual sum, nou; 
paid by the people on «that account is 
958,000/. exclusive of 295,968/. Js. 8|d. 
in allowances and pensions to the Royal 
Family, besides the amount of sinecure 
places and military offices that sontf Mem¬ 


bers of the Family enjoy ; the propriety 
or impropriety of none of which I am 
discussing, but it is necessary to state 
them in order to enable you to judge of 
the fairness of the attacks upon Lord King, 
who only wanted a bare fulfilment of Con¬ 
tract with ■'regard to his own private Atate ; 
who only wanted to sav« himself from _ 
ruin from the fuiiae de|fn;eciation of 
money*, and w ho gave up to his tii.}iants 
all they had gained from ,him by the past. 

Now, Gentlemen, I beg you to observe, 
that this second grant to the King; this 
grant of «f’.59l,842 was to pay off What 
he had lost in two years by the deprecia¬ 
tion of money ; s^ntl, you will also ob¬ 
serve, and mark it wtU, that these are two 
out of the nine years that have elapsed since 
Lord King let the Estate respecting the rent of 
which you have seen his notice to his tenant. 
The Kine, in 1802, had a fixed srilowance 
of J^’.sob,doo a year out of the public 
money ; and, at the end of only two years, 
liis advisers find him to require a grant of 
of.591,642 on account of the depreciation 
of money; that is to say, .£.295,921 in 
e'ach of the two years. Mere than'iO per 
cent, per annum ! And, is Lord King, after 
having silently suffered under the gradual 
depreciation f or Tthie yenrs, to be attacked 
in this manner; is l»e to be lumped along 
with Jews and Pedlars and Smugglers ; is he 
to have a hint that he will he kicked down 
Stairs or tossed ih <» blanket, because he now, 
when he sees the guinea-.“elling at 25, or 
26, or 27s. is resolved to have a fulfil- 
me^nt of his bargain, and not to be whuMy 
ruined by tliis depreciation of money ? 

But, Gentlemen, this principle of aug¬ 
menting allowances out of the public trea¬ 
sure, on account of the depreciation of 
money, has not been confined to the King 
and his family. It has been acted upon 
in almost all the deparlmeuts under the 
goverfiment, the army and navy excepted, 
tvhef^’asfar as relates to the Commission¬ 
ed Ojlicers especially, litile augmeiitaiion 
has taken place. 1 will, however, here 
confine iny.self t6 one particular rjass of 
persons, namely, THE JUDGES, and I 
do it the rather because it has been hinted 
pfetty broadly, that the Courtsef Low would 
set their faces against /he eifbrts of ihoiy, 
who might attempt to enforce paynieuTtn 
gold. 

Be it known to you, then,*Gentiemen, 
that the; Judges* ptty has had two Hfu 
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since the Bank stopped its payments in the English Judges was nejirly doub.tU; 
gold and silver. The first was, in the and, shall my Lord King be represented ' 
year 1799, two years only after the pass. »s a pedlar, »jew, and ,i smugf'Ur, Occa,use, 
ing of our famous Bank Restriction Act. at the end of mne years ,oi dt jn eciation of 
The . two Chief Judges, whose incomes money, he wishes to put a stop to the 
were very large, underwent no augnien* ruinous progress ? ^ An I" shall bo 
tatioQ by Act of Parliament^ but, the threaioiied with the bosiiiit^ of^theso 
pay of all the rest was augmented by the samesTudges, in case he should attempt to 
Act, Chapter 110* of the .'IQth year of the enforce hi.s legal claim i Shall he be told 
KingkS rei^n; and, no triding augmenta- about being lought oft'in the courts, and 
tion did their pay ret-eive, it being upon about the law being too strong for him i 
an. average nearly, if not quite, half the 

whole amount of their former pay. The At the tinae when the-e Acts wei'e 
ChiefBaron of the txehequer had .^'.1,000 passed for augmenting the pay of the 
a yor'ti' added to his former 3,000 a Judges, ori% of the arguments was, that 
year; and all the nine Puisne Judges had such augmentation was necessary to sup- 
1,000 each added to theii* former pay, port the DIGNITY of the othce of Judge, 
which was, in some caSes a little more and N> w, in what way was an increase of pay 
in some cases a little less than ,£.2,000 a to produce such an ellect ? Certainly in no 
year before. And, besides tbisj the Act other way than that ol enabling ihe Judga 
enabled the King, that is to say, his ad- to augment his expences of living; for, as 
visers, to make a permanent,provision for to his authority, as to his powers, as to hii 
anyjud^e that might become r»pera?tnaa/ed, Station, tlie money»would make noalteration 
and it fixed on great pensions for them in at all in them This being the ease, llu-re 
this case, which pCnsions can, in conse- appears to have been no goodireason for 
quence of ^cl, be grunted withouX any augmenting the Judgt s’pay any more than 
particular consent of the parliament, which the pay of the officers of the Navy, or of any 
was not the case before. Mr. Tiehney Of - oilier persons in ilie public employ. Ms. 
posed this measure in a very able manner. Tierney used, at the time w hen ihe first 
lie said, that the Mouse of Cqpnnuns auginentaiion was propo.sed, aw aig.unent 
would thus lose all check and controul as very applicable to our present purpose : 
to such remuneratioqp ; and that the in- “ ll,” said he, “ an augmeiitatum of iii- 
fluence of the Crown would be thus greatly^ “come be necessary to support the .sta- 
and most fearfuliy enlarged. The mea- “ lion of a Judge, has the country no in¬ 
sure vvas^ however, aijopie*! ; and thus the terest ill enabling the olfieeis of the 
Judges, in Scotland as vveii as in England, “ Army and Navy, or tlie Ministers of the 
received an ample cutupeusacioii for the dc~ i “ t'luiich, or the M.igi.siraies, to niaintaia 
ppeciation of money, up to the year 1729. j “ tin ir stAion*of society r If the ciicum- 

* j “ .sluyccs of a Judge, who has 2,0001. a 
Having gone on with this pay for ten ) “ year, require that he should have an ad- 
years, it appears to have been thought j‘‘dilional i,t)00/. vte know very well what 
time to giye them another lift; and, ac- , “ must be tin* situation of a private ficn- 
cordingly an Act for this purpose was “ llepian wuiiaii income of 2,000i.a ) ear.” 
passed in the year 1 h09, of which the peo¬ 
ple seem to have taken not the least notice.! This argument applies precisely to Lord 
it seems to have escaped every body’s^ King." Toe answer to Air. Tierney was, 
attention; but, indeed, th^Acts now passed ! that the private Gentleman, if his i .stale 
are so numerous, that it is next to^ipoi^ was in land, would, of cour.sey raise his 
sible for any single man to be able to pay resits, in order to make his income keep 
attention to them all, or to a quarts part pace with the depreciation of iiiujiey. But 
of thjra. Tills Act, which is Chapter 127 The reply to this is, that, if his estate was 
of the 49lh year of the E5.iug’s reign, let upon lease, a.s Lord King’s is, he could 
makes an addition of ,£.1,000 a year, to nolarai^e his rents, till the expiration of 
ihe pay of the Chief Baron of the Exche- that lease; and if h^' let a larin upon a 
ij^uer; also an addition of .£. 1,000 a year, fourteen years’ lease in the year l7i>d, he 
W^ach of fhe nine Puisne Judges; ancl has been receiving money ai the rate of 
it gives nn addifional ,£.4(10 a y'^ear to each that time, duriiTg the last tlni teen years, 
of the Welsh J’udges. Thus, at the end whe»e«s the pay of the Judges has been 
of twelve years from the»time when the doubled in the space ol twelve ol ihase 
S^nk stopped paying in gold, the pay of years. This is, in liict, the situation of 
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^Lord King. Either, therefore, it was not 
’oecetsary, and it was not just to augment 
the pay of the Judges in any degree; or, 
it is extremely onjttst that Lord King 
should be preven^pd from augmenting hi.s 
incom%. Inde^ he hfi» had, till now, all 
the legal means of making his income keep 
pace with the depreciation of money, by 
demanding his^rents in gold; that is to 
lay, agreeably to the terms of the con* 
tract, in good and lawful, money of the 
realm. 

I 

This legal, this equitable, thjs fair, this 
honest, this indubitable claim, pe was pre¬ 
paring to inforef, when my Lord Stanhope 
steps forward with the proposition of a 
law avowedly intended to prevent him 
from so doing ; to throw impediments in 
his way ; to interfere in the management 
of his estates ; to take from him part of 
the legal means which he before pussesset^ 
of preserving his property*; and, for having 
signified his inteption to use those means, 
he is held forth as a jeto, a pedlar, and a 
Mtnu^ler. I have observed, that Mr. She- 
niDAN has taken part upon this occasion 
with those who have censured Lord King. 
And, this is the more remarkable as he 
has seldom taken part in any discussion 
whatever. Is Mr. Sht-RIdan aware of thd 
consequences to which this may lead ? It 
is hardly necessary to tell him, that the 
day may not be far distant, when the 
CIVIL LIST will have to be settled anew; 
and, 1 should'be glad to know whether, in 
that settlement, it is likely jo hg the wish 
of the parties concerned, that the sum 
should be fixed as if it were to be paid in 
gold. Whether, in short, the amount of 
the Civil List would be fixed for the fu¬ 
ture, at its present amount. ‘ But, if that 
were not to be thfc case,'how cotrid a 
larger anumtU be proposed or supported by 
those who have now railed at the conduct 
of Lord King? 

Endless are the diihculties, into wljich 
those have plunged themselves, who have 
reprobated the conduct of this nobleman 
unjust, or who have represented it as un¬ 
wise. £>uch persons will hardly muster 
up the resolution to ^uake a frank acknow¬ 
ledgment of their esror; and yet, if they 
do not do this, with what face can they 
propose, or support,'or sanction, either 
expressly or tacitly, any measure which 
shall have for iu object, the preseFvfition 
of the Crown, the Royal Family, the Army, 
the Navy, the Courts of Juitico, or. any 


department of the state, against the effecU 
of the depreciation of money ? The mea« 
sure of Lord King fell far short of the 
justice due to himself, for, though the 
money had depreciated considerably at 
the date of his oldest leases, still, it has 
gone on depreciating further from^that 
time to this. He, therefore, would have 
been fairly entitled to paymfsnt in Gold, 
and nothing else, for the rehnaindar of , 
those old leases. But, pursuing a mode¬ 
rate and liberal course, he restrained bis 
demands far within their legal bounds. 
With a considerateness that does him great 
honour, he suffered his tenants quieUy' to 
retain what they had gained during th« 
past, and only required of them a due 
fulfiiment of contract for the future, which 
was not leas necessary to the welfare of 
his tenants, than it was to his own protec¬ 
tion ; because without such a measure, it 
was impossible they ever could obtain a 
renewal of their leases. 

Much, during the dfscussions upon this 
famous Bill, has been said about potriotism; 
and Lord King has been charged with a 
wt.nt of that quality, because he made the 
demand, of which so much has been said. 
But, if. Lord King, in barely demanding 
the fulfilment of a contract in order to 
protect himself agaipst the effects of the 
depreciation of money ; if Lord King, in 
barely appealing to the law already in 
’existence for Iks, prptection against this 
ruinous efiectof paper-money; if, for this. 
Lord King is to be accused uf a wtfnt of 
puiriotum, and is to be lumped with jewE, 
Pedlars, and Smugglers, what will be the 
inference with regard to, the King and 
royal family, and my lords the Judges, to 
protect whom against the effects of depre¬ 
ciation Uim have been passed, laws proposed 
by the minister of the day and sanctioned 
py the majority. Lord King comes ‘for no 
jlaw to protect him; he asks for no laVr 
against jiis tenants; be only wants his due 
according to the existing law; and yet, he 
is, and by the very people, too, who ap¬ 
proved of the above*menljoned large 
grants to the King and the Judges, ac¬ 
cused of a want qf patriotism! 

The venal prints have not failed to join 
in the accusations against Lord King, 
whom the CoujjtiER, on t^e 5l|^ insfSn^ 
charges with motives of “ base lucre,*’ as 
the Attobnev General did the, and with 
precisely the saihe degree of justice. I'he. 
article here referred.to in the Coviuth 


f 
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concludes with some obserTations as to the Judges of England alone bare reeeired, 
doty of patriotism, in this case ; and says, since the year 1799, in rirtue of tbe two 
that, " Oh an occasion in which ALL Acts abore*mcntioDed, no less m sum than 
*' SUFFER, the man wlio first abandons 120,000/. that is, one hundred and twenty 
••the general cause for his own personal thousand pounds of principal ihoney, more 
" interesu, must needs make a very sorry than they would bare, received had 
" figure before the world, just Hke the these two grants been made to them; and 
coward who is the first to fiy in buttle, if we inofude the interest, as in all such 
”•• ^hile rictoTy*is doubtful. But if this calculations we most, they hare receired, 
•• qaan mre an nigh officer, a Legislator, since 1799, orer and above tbeir former 
"anbereditaryCounsellorofhisSorereign, pay, about 145,000/. And, yet, my Lord 
•• whose peculiar duty it is to set an exam- King is, by this venal scribe, accused of 
“ pie of bravery, of fortitude, qf contempt for motives of •• BASE LIXJRE," because ha 
•• personal consequences in the general cause, wishes to prevent the whole of his isscome 
•• with' r«hat feelings could we view his from being sun^in the depreciation qf mon^» 
"conduct?’* Now, it is to be observed' The Judges have actually put in their 
here, that all this talk about the public pockets this large sum of money; they 
cause is most shocking noiisente, and what have actually touched it, since the year 
no ihan in the world besides one of these 1799, and, of course, the National Debt is 
hirelings would be found to put’upon so much the greater on that account; the in¬ 
paper. But, if to demand merely the terest upon that Debt is so much the 
fulfilment of contracts in order to pre- greater on that account; the quantity of 
serve his fortune against the eflects of de- bans: notes to pay She Dividends are so 
preciation of money, if this be to " abm- much the greater on that account; and, 
" don the general cause ybr his own personal of course, these two Acts of Parliament 
•• interests," if this be to resemble " a have tended, in some df^ree, to hasten tha 
" coward who is thefirst to flee in battle/’ how depreciation, and to produce the very 
will'this venal man speak of the Kmg and eilect which now threatens to ruin Lord 
Hoyal Family and the Judges ? The King King, and to find out a remedy for which 
has, since the year 1799, had two great puzzles so many Inen who thiirk them- 
grants in augmentation of the sum allowed selves wise. Lord King’s measure does 
him, the Junior Branches of the Royal not tend to add to the national Debt; it 
Family have had one additional grant (in t^nds to proiluce no addition to the Divi- 
1806) and the Judges have, as we have dends or the bank paper; it is a mere 
above seen, bad their pay derpbled, actually measure of management of his private af- 
doubled, since that time. And yet this fairs, which does not trench upon the pub- 
venal nidh accuses Lord King of " BASE lie good in any way whatever ; and yet, 
" LUCRj^*’ because he is endeavouring to he is lumpeef along with Jews, Pedlars, 
get what is his due; because he is endea* and Smqgglers, ana is accused of a want 
Touring to get his oqm; because he is try- of patriotism ! 
ing to protect himself against that ruin 

. which he foresees will come upon him, if This writpr tefis us, that it was the duty 
he does not now begin to obtain the fulfil-, of such a man as Lord King to set an ex- 
nient of his contracts. • ample of" contempt qf personal consequences/’ 

, * , ‘ meaning^ of course, pecunitay conse- 

« On an occasion,” says this venal man, ^trices. But, was it more his duty than 
" in which ALL softer.” No; not^all. it was the duty of the King, the Royal 
•The king has not softered from the depse- rFamify^nnd the Judges f He says tItatLord 
ciation, nor have the Judges, whose pay King* ought to have done it, as being an 
has been, as we^ave seen, actually doubled hereditary counsellor of the crown. If 
since tbf stoppage of caslr payments took Lord King had bad much to doin coun- 
place, and who, of course, would be now selling the Crown, the present subject 
as well off as they were before that time, would,* perhaps, never have been dis- 
if the pound bank note were worth only* cussed; but, be that ng it may, was ft 

mtm tfiillings, and Mr. JIokner tells us it is more his duty to set an example of cottm 

yet worth about*siirteen sfcjJ/iqgs. "ALL” tempt qf pecuniary consequences than it 
do not suffer, thep. The Judges, so far was of the King ? Was it more his 
from siiffering have gained very greatly; duly thaft it was the dray qf the Judget'f 
and yet, no bne has ever \:harged them Was no CBCampIe of tbis_ sort to be ex- 

with rootive* of " BASE LUCRE.”. The pected from them, while it was to be ex- 
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pected from Aim? And, I beg you to 
observe the wide difierence between the 
case of the Judge* and that of Lord King. 
jSo new law is made to favour the interests 
of the latter but a new law is made, and 
ali.erward8 Another new law, to favour the 
interests of the former. Lord King does 
not attempt to obtain any real addition to 
bis original rents ; but itiere is granted to 
the Judges* a very large real addition to 
their original pay. ,The Couuiiia calls 
upon Lord King to suffer quietly for the 
good of his country. His suffering would 
not do the country any good, but a great 
deal of harm. But, uponlhe supposition 
that it w'oukl do the country good, what 
does the same man say about the aug¬ 
mentation of the pay of the Judges ? 
When the augmentation to the pay of these 
persons was under discus.sion, Mr. Pekce- 
TAi. (who was then a barrister) argued, that 
the Judges ought to have quite enough to 
maintain them in all their state wuhout 
toucbin" Otett^ private fortunes; and, ob¬ 
serve, shis he said at the very time, in that 
very year, l79!),Vhen Old George Rose, 
who was then one of the Sccretarie.s of the 
Treasury at 4i,OOOl. a year, and who hadi 
another g(.od 4,t)00h a year in sinecure 
places, "was preaching up to “ the most 
•• thinking people of all Europe,” his doc¬ 
trine of sucrijices and salvage, a specimen 
of which 1 gave you in my last lette^-. 

The imperious and awful necessity of the 
•• present crisis,” said Geohgc, “ imavoW- 
*• ably subjects US to heavy burdens. It 
*• has been said, that they onglit to be 
considered as a SAL^ACftH for the re- 
“ maining part of OUR property. The 
*' metaphor though just is inadequate; for 
•* what Tariff' shall settle the^ difference 
•• between the BLESSE4) COMFORTS 
“OF RELJGIWN and the*GLOOMY 
“DESPAIR OF ATHEISM.” George 
talks of “US” and of “OUR” pro¬ 
perty; but HE was gaining all tfie whil|^; 
•y<e, and he got his great sinecure place, 
with Inversion to his eldest son. whil<% 
••imperious and awful necessity”* was 
calling upon the nation for. sacrifices. 
George’s doctrine of SALVAGE tvas 
for the use of others, and not at all for his 
own use; nor did this doctrine ol* SAL¬ 
VAGE apply to^be Judges, who, we have 
seen, received an addition to their pay out 
of the public money, during the times of 
this •• imperious Sind *uwful necessity;” 
during the time that George ^e>ae was 
calling uppn the people, for t^e love of 


God, not to spare their money. “ Oh !” 
said George, “ it would be a slander loihs 
“ sense and virtue ot the people to suppose 
“ an abai.eriient in that spirit wliicii ha* 

“ enabled the government to call forth those 
" resources.”. And, at this very time he 
was reu»:iving upwards of 8,000^ a year 
out of the taxes raised upon that .same 
people.and Mr. Tierney, wno opposed flTe *■ 
augmentation to the pay'of the*Judges, 
was told, that they ou^ht to be enabled to 
maintain all their dignity and state, that 
is to say, to live and keep their families, 
without touching their private Jortu les And, 
yet, Lord King is to be lumped wjtli Jews, 
^Pedlars, and Smugglers ; he is to have a 
hint abous tossing in blankets and kicking 
down stairs ; and, what is still more .sirri- 
ous, he is to see a law passed avowedly to 
counteract his measures with regard to the t 
management of his own estate: lie is to 
be accusal of motives of base lucre; he is 
to be hi^d forth as an enemy to Ids coun¬ 
try ; and ail this because be wishes to ob¬ 
tain wiiat is legally and equiialdy his 
due ; w hat is his due as fairly as tlie pro¬ 
duce of their fields is the dueot his tenants. 

I have novi’, Genilemen, to apologize to 
yoif for having laken up so much of your 
lime in illustrating wnat was so clear it¬ 
self. The additifiual grants to the Civil 
List, and the r.iignicntiilion of the pay of 
the Judges, did not properly belong to 
our subject ^ •biie, when my* Lord King 
was reviled, and when a law w^as^vowedly 
levelled at him, because he sought, in 
181J, to protect himself and family against 
the ruinous effects of depreciation, justice 
demanded of me, if I wrote at all upon the ' 
subject, to show what has been done in be¬ 
half of tile King and the .Fudges in I7Qy, ' 
•1802, 1804, and 1KI)9, and especially as 
these measures in behalf of the Kiilg and 
the Judge.* were ap|)roved-of and sup-* 
ported by some of those who now repro- 
bal« tho conduct of Lord King. 

fn ro}' next Letter, which will ber^e lust 
of the series, I shall liave to ofi'er some , 
observations of a more general nature, and 
in the mean while, 1 remain, 

• Gentlemen, 

• • Your fr ierfiL * * 

• 'W**. 'COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate', Friday, 

July td, mi. • 
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. SPEECH 

To the Purliament, delivtred by Commission, 
at the Froroganon, on the 2Uh of July, 
I6i 1. 

My Lords, «nd Gentlemen, 

Hi< Royal Highness ihe Prince Regent, 
acting it the name and on the tiehalf of 
_^his iViajesty, has commanded us to signify 
to you I he satisflciion with which he finds 
hynselt'enableS to relieve you lioni your 
atiendanre in Paryament, after the long 
and laborious duties of the Session. We 
are |>ariicularly directed to express his ap¬ 
probation of the wisdom and firmness 
which you have nianifesied in enabling 
his Royal Highness to continue the exer-* 
tions of this country in the caOse of our 
Allies, and to prosecute the war with in¬ 
creased activity and vigour. 

Your determined perseverance in'a sys¬ 
tem of liberal aid to the brave and loyal 
nations of the Peninsula has'progressively' 
augmented their means and spiilt of re¬ 
sistance ; while the humane attention 
which you have paid to the sufferings of 
the inhabitants of Portugal, under the 
unexampled cruelty of the enemy, has 
cuidiiuied the alliance by new ties of af¬ 
fection, and cannot fail to inspire addi¬ 
tional zeal and animation in the mawite- 
nance of tlie common cause. 

His Royal Highness, especially com¬ 
mands us to deciaie his cordial concur- 
refice in the measure which you have 
adopted for improving tl^e internal security 
and military resources of the United 
Kingdoifl. 

FtH' liiese important purposes j'ou have 
wisely provided, by establishing a system 
fur the annual supply of the regular army, 
and for the interchange of the militias of 
. Groat Britain Mid Ireland; and his Royal 
iligliuess has the satisfaction of informing 
you, that the voluntary zeal which has aK 
ready be^ m^inifested'upon this occasion 
has enabled him to give immediate opera¬ 
tion to an arrangement by which^the 
• union and mutual interests of Great Britain 
and Ireland may be more eiiectually 
. cemented and i^iiproved. * 

Get^tiemen of the House of Commons, 
His Royal Highness commands us to 
thank you, in the name and on behalf of 
his Majesty, for the liberal supplies* 
•whi^h you have Surnished for every 
branch of ilyj public service.. 

His Royal Highness has seen with plea¬ 
sure the readiness wiih which you have 
applied the separate means Si Great Bri¬ 
tain to the financial relief of L'eiand at the 
present momem: and derives muc& satis- 

'.I • 


.-^King’s Health. 

faction from perreiving that you have 
been able to accomplisli this object with 
so little additional burthen upon the re¬ 
sources of this part o( the United King¬ 
dom, The rnaniier in whjph you have 
taken into consideration the condiiiot^of 
the Irish Revenue has met with his Royal 
HighriesS's appr >bation ; and his Royal 
Hignness commands us to a^d, that he 
looks with confidence to the advantage 
which may be derived from the attention 
of Parliament having been given to this 
important subject. • 

My Lordj and Gentlemen, 

His Royal Highness comthands us to 
congratulate you upon tlie reduction of 
the island of Mauritius. This last and 
most important colony of France has been 
obtained with inconsiderable loss, and its 
acquisition must materially contribute to 
the, security of the British commerce and 
possessions in that qOarter of the world. 

The successes which havj crowned his 
Majesty’s arms during the present cam¬ 
paign, under the distinguished command 
of LieuleiianiGeneral Lord Viscount W’el- 
•liiigion, are most important to the -inte¬ 
rests, and glorious to the character, of the 
country, iiis Royal Highness'warmly 
participates in all the sentiments which 
have been excited by those successes, and 
concurs in the just applause which you 
have bestowed ujion the skill, prudence, 
and iiitrepidilj'so conspicuously displayed 
in obtaining them. 

It aflbrds tjje ^leatest satisfaction to his 
Royal Highness to reflect, that, should it 
please divine Providence to restore his 
Majesty to the ardent prayers and wishes 
of his Royal Highness and of bis Majesty’s 
people, his ^oyal Highness will he ena¬ 
bled to lay before his Majesty, in the his¬ 
tory of these great achievements of the 
British arms throughout a series of sys- 
t^mfitic operations, so satisfactory a proof 
that the national interests and the glory 
of the l^ritish name have been successfully 
mainsained, while his Royal Highness has 
conducted the Government of the United 
Kingdhm. 


KING’S HEALTH. 

The following is the official Report of 
the State of his Majesty’s health on Satur¬ 
day the (ith of Jul|, a.s presented to the 
Privy Gowicil by the Queen’s Council: 

WiNDson, JuLvO, 1811, 

We the underwritten, Members of the 
Coancy appointed to assist her Majesty in' 
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the Execmion of the trusts committed to- 
her Majesty, by virtue of the statute, 
passed in the Slst year of his Majesty’s 
reiffn, intituled, *' an Act to provide for 
** the Administration of the Royal Autho* 
" ntty, and fbr the.care of his Majesty’s 
Royal Person, during the continuance 
•* of bis Majesty’s illness, and foi* the re- 
** sumption of the exercise of the Royal 
** Authority by his Majesty,” having duly 
mettosether.on the 6th July, 1811, at the 
Queen’s Lod ge, near to Wi ndsor Castle, and 
having called before ns, and examined 
upon oath, the Physicians, and other per¬ 
sons attendant upon his Majpsty, and hav¬ 
ing ascertained the state of his Majesty’s 
health by all such other ways and means 
as appeared to us to be necessary for that 
purpose, do hereby declare and certify, 
that the state of his Majesty’s health, at 
the time of this our meeting, is not such 
as to enable his Majesty to resume,the 
personal exercise of his Royal functions. 
—That his Rlajesty’s bodily health is but 
little disordered.—That, in consequence 
of an accession of^mental disorder, subse¬ 
quent to our report of the 6th of April last, 
a change took place in the system of ma¬ 
nagement, which had been previously 
adopted for his Majesty’s cure. His Ma¬ 
jesty’s mental health is represented to us 
by all the Physicians as certainly im¬ 
proved since the 6tb of April. Wc are 
unable, however, to ascertain what would 
be the eRects of an immediate recurrence 
to any system of management, which 
should admit of as free an approach to his 
Majesty’s presence, as was allowed in a 
former period of his Majesty’s mdisposi- 
tion.—Some of his Majesty’s Physicians 
do not entertain hopes of his Majesty’s 
recovery quite so confidetit asjthose which 
they bad expressed on the 6th of April.— 
The persuasion of others of his Majesty’s 
Physicians, that his Majesty will com¬ 
pletely recover, is not diminisTied-.^add 
they all appear to agree, that there is a 
considerable probability of his IV^jesty’c 
final recovery ; and that neither h« Ma¬ 
jesty’s bodily health, nor his present 
symptoms, nor the effect which the disease 
has yet produced upon his Majesty’s fa¬ 
culties, afford any reason for thinking that 
his Majesty wil(,not ultimately recover. 

(Signed) C. Cantcar. 

E. Ebor. 

Eldon, ‘ Montrose, 

ELLENBOKOOCn, WllICbELSXA, 

W. Grant, Atlxsfobd. 

A True Copy. 

Cbbtwtno. * -• 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
TtiAJicz.--—Intelligence from the Armies in 
Spain. 

(Concluded from p. 96.J 

. At seven at night, 

at the signal of four bombs at o^ce, five 
columns darted against the points marked 
out, crying Vive I'Empereur.—Five thiJu- 
sand men defended the woilcs attaoked apd 
the Lower Town. Thjy opposed at first a 
strong resistance and a very warm fire; 
but the irresistable impetuosity of the gre¬ 
nadiers overthrew all obstacles in a few 
minutes. Colonel Bouvier with his co¬ 
lumn scaled the breach of the bastion of 
the Chandines, and pursued the Spaniards 
to the extremity of the bastion; they 
tried to stop us at the passage of the draw¬ 
bridge ; a dreadful carnage was made, 
and the ditches were filled with dead 
bodies. The curtain was next scaled, and 
we reached the breach of Fort Royal, 
where ladders were applied; the enemy 
had not time to put in play two furnaces 
under the salient end of the bastion of 
Cbanoines. Capt. Thiebault having car¬ 
ried his small column straight to the end 
of the half moon, had by that bold move¬ 
ment forced the enemy to abandon it; 
from thence he joined the first column ; 
the brave fellows^ashed into the breach of 
Fort Royal, the enemy was overthrown, 
killed, or put to a disorderly flight. The 
flying wereqiursped, and at this moment 
the column ox Colonel Bourgeois arrived 
on the right; the enemy were ctfimpletely 
routed and driven under the wajls bf the 
Upper Town—we entered the bastion of 
St. Domingo betweeq the town and the 
fort; 15() Spaniards were slaughtered, 
and we remained masters.of the bridge,, 
.which must ensure the possession of all the 
test.—At the same time the columa of the 
Commandant Fondzelski had penetrated 
into the suburb, breaking down the barri- 
caijoes, and making every thing fly before 
them, whilst fifty grenadiers, proceeding, 
by the sca-breach, attempted to reach the 
head of the Jetty ; but ^ere a reserve of 
Sarsfield’s had*been placed to styp us, and 
a warm and ninexpected firing made the 
attack faulter on a sudden, 'i'he general 
disposition of the attack prescribed the en¬ 
trenching ourselves^n the houses, ai^d 
fending ourselves in Jhem,jf tbe'^emy 
opposed too much fire.and too great a re¬ 
sistance. This proceeding was not even 
necetsary. The Colonel of the 117th, Ho- 
ber^ who commapded the right, adTuiced 
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immediately by the tea-beach at the head 
•f the reserve, composed of the marksmen 
and grenadiers of the 9th light, 42d, 1 l4th, 

115th, and I2l8t. His presence alone re¬ 
stored the battle. The enemy, intimidated 
and unable to retreat, were driven to the 
sea and ^be mole; a frightful carnage suc¬ 
ceeded ;* every thing was done by t^e bay- 
-^net; nothing reaped in the suburbs, the 
port, tKe houses, ditches, end even to the 
walls of the town, where Major Douarch 
and Captain Derigny, with a handful of 
brave men, pursued in their precipitate re¬ 
treat the last fugitives that escaped from our 
blows.—After the first momentsoffury were 
over. General Palombini and Colonel Ro>. 
kert, commanding the trenches,, made the 
necessary dispositions to ensure so brilliant 
a conquest, placed the troops, and estab¬ 
lished the posts. I ordered Ge>nerals 
Kogneat and Valee, chiefs of the engi¬ 
neers and artillery, to go over the ground 
end the works. Colonel Henrj? made the 
workmen advance; he made lodgements 
and communications, perfected the 
breaches, and profiting by the terror of 
the enemy, traced and opened on the same 
night, a first parallel in front of the upper 
town before Fort Royal, supporting his 
left at the bastion of Santo Domingo, and 
prolonging his line to the beach. At day¬ 
break, we already presented a formidable 
appearance to the garrison, intimidated 
behind their walls, and to the English, 
useless, but not indifferent sgectators of a 
night so disastrous to lhbm,‘'and their al¬ 
lies. Considerable magazines of cotton, 
leather, sugar, and other English produce 
deposited in the lower town were the vic¬ 
tims of pillage or the flames. At sight of 
this, an impotent Vage made them forget 
•ur bombs and red-hot balls, the fear of 
which had kept them at a distance since 
we bad established our coast batteries.' 
All tneir^ vessels a'nd. frigates set sail to 
run down the'eoastrapidly from the heights 
of Fort Francoli to beyond the Port; and 
in passing by turns before our flank, 
poured upon us all their broadsides, inun¬ 
dating our trenches, camps, and the su¬ 
burbs with a rdal shower,of bails, which 
scarce!/ did barm to any body. The gar¬ 
rison, encouraged for a moment by all this 
noise, dared present some heads of co-, 
^umns; but our soldiers were sheltered in 
the bouses; iit a moment they shewed 
themselves,*and \fere about to precipitate 
themselves anew' upon the enemy, but 
nothing mor&was necessary* to make the 
enemy retire. This attempt has been the 
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last. Or the only one, to diiposiess ns o^ 
the lower town, the loss'of which must be 
fatal to Tarragona. From the following 
night. General MonUnarie and Colonel St. 
Cyr Nugues established by my orders 
batteries towards the sea, and a second 
parallel was opened 60 toises to ]$Ve- 
pare the attack and the breaching batte¬ 
ries against the body of the place. The 
capture of the lower town and its depen¬ 
dencies has placed in our possession 80 
pieces of cannon, of which I subjoin an 
account; this makes, the number taken 
137. The number of prisoners is only 
160, among vchom are some officers; they 
are the victims escaped by a,kind of mi¬ 
racle from the fury of the soldiers, whom 
each assault irritates and animates more 
and more. I have been obliged to burn 
the dead, as at the capture oi Fort Olivo. 
The amount to this day is 1,553, and 
every day we discover other bodies. I 
fea^ much, if the garrison wait for the as¬ 
sault in their last hold, I shall be forced 
to set a terrible .example, sffid intimidate 
for ever Catalonia and, Spain by the de¬ 
struction of a whole city. Our loss in this 
,hot, but rapid action, is only 120 killed, 
and 372 wounded. But 1 must observe to 
your Highness, that the attack of this 
suburb, crowned by a triple assault, is to 
be dated ten days back, in whieh the en- 
ineers and artillerymen have sufFered 
ally losses. Several officers have been 
ki!lled,a great number wounded—I reckon, 
during the siege, 2,500 men put hon tte 
comirn. The ardour and good spirit that 
animates thif whole army is redoubled, 
and we aspire to strike a last blow that 
shall terminate with eclat this long strug¬ 
gle.—[The letter ends with praises be¬ 
stowed on particular officers.]—(Signed) 
Count SocAet. Camp before Tarragona, 
June 2(>. 

Cannon, ^c. taken hy Assault, June 21. 


> Twenty-four pounders . 29 

Sixteen . 9 

Twelve . 2 

Eight . 6 

Four ....» 3 

Three. 2 

Howitzers, Mortars, and Iron 
l^eces...... 20 

Total. SO 


Paris, Ju^ 9. Imperial Army of Arragon^ 
To his Serene Highness the Frmae f 
H«sfehmtl, Mejor‘Gtntral, kit. 
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Monspisineur~I iay at his Maj»'sty*8 
feet l!ie keys of I arrj^nna, to which, 1 
hope, is attached the speedy submission of 
Catalonia. A -siege of two, or ra’her three 
months, conducted in the sp ice of one 
month, ancb five successive assntrtts, have 
destroyed a garrishn of I8,(»0() men., con 
sisting of the finest troops of Spain, and 
put into our hands a porr from whence the 
English fed the insurrection of the pro¬ 
vince in order to preserve a vent for their 
merchandize. By their multiplied sue* 
cours they prolonged the defence of .he 
place ; at ditlerent times they conveyed 
arms, ammunition, and troops from Valen¬ 
cia, Alican^ and Carthag^na. The fury 
of the soldieis was increased by the re¬ 
sistance of the garrison, who every mo¬ 
ment expected its deliverance, and ibouLiht 
to secure success by a genera! sortie. '1 he 
fifth assault, still more vigorous than the 
preceding, made yesterday, in broad day, 
on the last fortificalicpt, has uccasioin^ a 
horrible massacre, with but little loss on 
our sidj!. TIfe terrible example which I 
foresaw with regrft in my 1 ist report to 
your Highness has, taken place, and will 
for a long time be recoiiecied in Spain. 
Four thousand men have been killetf in 
the city^ from 18 to 1‘^,000 men endea¬ 
voured to make their e.scapeover thetyalls 
into the country ; 1,000 have been sabred 
or drowned ; nearly 10 , 00 o, bOO of whimi 
are othcers, have bc‘en made prisoneiSi, 
and are setting off for France ; neatly 
1,000 wounded are in tite hos|.>itiils of the 
city, where their lives were resjucted in 
the midst of the carnage. ^ TIii cm; Field 
Marshals, and the Governor, ate among 
the priswners; many others aidong tiie 
fllain. Twenty stand of colours, .‘18 pieces 
of artillery mounted, 4.0,000 balls and 
shells, o00,000^ weight of ponder and 
lead, are in our possession. I shall im- 
med lately forward to your Highness cor¬ 
rect returns of all that lias beeiid'ound i^ 
the place, and tile details of tlie glorious 
actiou,,\vhich has crowned the efforts of 
the army of Arrngon, in the province of' 
Catalonia. 1 shall recommend to his Ma¬ 
jesty's favo'.tr those brave men who fxrve 
so valiantly combated. 1 am, &c. Count 
bucHST. Head Quarters at Tarjagona, 
June 29. 

P. S. Captain .\ntoine, my .\ide-de- 
Camp, is the bearer of ihisdispat; h,w Inch 
he will convey to you !viil> all exp' dition. 
He shared ii> all the labours of ^t\je siege, 
was among the foremost who mounted to 
the assguU, »a(l caa give your Serene 


Highne.ss all the information you may de¬ 
sire. 1 partit ul-oiy reiommend h*m to 
your kind attention, and intreat you to 
ohiairi for him from his Majesty the rank 
of Chet d’E'Cadion. 

(Signed) Count Suchet. 

To tlye above is amie.ved a ceyified re¬ 
turn of^ the prisoner.s taken on llit? 28th of 
June. The grand foialys P,78i, iiiciud— 
i’ng 497 officers. Among ilie latter are 
mehiioiuMl Don Juan Itnen de Conlreva, 
Governor General; Bascourt, Sub chief 
of the Stalf; General Court in, and two 
Aides-de Camp; Cabrer, General of En¬ 
gineers, and Brigadier Me.ssiua. 

To his fli^hness the Prince of Neufchatcl, 
Alnjar-General, IfC. 

I had the honour of giving an account 
to ymir Highness of all the ellorts wioch 1 
had made to place the army in a state for 
entering the field, and manoeuvring in aid 
of the aphy of the south. A.s I Tvas igno¬ 
rant of the precise situation of the enemy, 

1 thought it my duty first to approach 
him, for the purpose of availing myself of 
circumstances, and also to disguise from 
him for some time my real intentions. 1, 
therefore, marched my troops on the road 
of Rodrigo and on that of Placentia, and I 
adv^anced in person on the 5ih to Rodrigo 
with the greater pari of the cavalry, and 
a strong advanceii guard. 1 availed my- 
.‘«lf of tills opportunity to throw into 
Rodrigo a great quantity of supplies, and 
I set out in Oti^ night in the hope of sur¬ 
prizing the division of Geiieral prauFurd, 
which was cantoned three leagues^froiu 
Rodrigo. A few hours were sufficient for 
apprising that General of my arrival at 
Rodrigo, and he iinediately put him.self iu 
march to retire beyond the Coa, leaving 
his cavalry in observation, and abandoning • 
several matrazines of provisions. General 
Monibrun with hi^ cavalry raandjuvred 
against the cavalry of the enemy, pushed 
them with great vigour, and made some 
priconers. I learned that Lord Spencer, 
w'no commanded the army in tlie absence' 
ofi.Lord Wellington, had under his orders 
llirce divisions, which wese marched from 
the banks of \he Coa as far as Ca.stel 
Branco. I concluded that a part of thes« 
troops was destined to cross to the left 
'hank of the Tagus oti the first appearance 
of their being wanteiil. • resolved ijpoti’a 
rapid march; 1 sent-orders to. General 
Regnier to set out from* Fueme Uobie and 
Los Santo.s, ^where he wati^vvilh i wo diri- 
aionsj to march upon Banos and Placentia. 


V 
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The l>ridge*eqrit;>age, on which I reckoned column arrived on the 1 Sih at Usagre, 
in order to cross the Tagus, not having where was the 5th corps; 1 advanced upon 
yet arrived from Madrid, my march was Los Santos, where 1 found myself in the 
^ delayed; in the mean lime, its arrival was midst of the establishments of the enemy's 
a matter of urgency, for all the reports army. On the l5th I took a position at 
announced th^it B idajoi: was attacked with Fuente del Maestre ; on tbtf 47th at Al- 
great vieonr; that three breacives had ineiidraiejo, from whenfce on the IStlf l 

• been matre; that two assaults had been communicated with the imperial army of 
already given, anji that the enemy wished, Portugal, of which the advancetl guard 

, cost wb:rt it wauld, to make themselves had arrived at Merida; and thwsame day- 
masters of that important city. Whatever I concerted with Marshal the Duke of Ra- 
were the obstacles which arose from cir- gusa the ulterior movements of the two 
cumstances, we used so much diligence, armies.—On the 19th jvt were informed 
that my advanced guard arrived at Merida that the siege of Badajoz was raised, and 
on the eveningof the I7ih, where it joined that the enemy* had abandoned bis posi- 
the posts bf the army of the south. On ,tion at Albuera*, evacuated Ol^venza, and 

• the morning of the 18th, the duke of D ll- was withdrawing his troops to the right 
matia and mvseif concerted the necessary bank of thet^uadiana, on the side otElvas. 
nieasyres for driving the enemy from his In the afternoon of the same day the army 

. entrenched positions at Albuera, and, re- made a movement in advance, and I ra- 
lievirtg Badajoz; but the enemy retired in ceived a letter from General Philippon, 
all haste re-crossed iheGuadiana, and re- Governor of Badajoz, wliich confirmed the 
entered Portug-al, witimut its being in our retretit of ifie eiiemy^; on the '20ib our 
• power to come up with him. It is vex.a- troops arrived on the Guifiliapa, before 
tious tliat he did not dsy e to await us, for Olivenza, and at Badajoz ; tiie army of 
a signal victory would hate infallibly Portugal manoeuvred by, the rightIrank, 
marked our arrival in these regions. VVe and took the roatl of Talavera; the army 
enter.ed Badajoz yesterday, where we of the South defiled by Santa Martha and 
were able to perceive with our own eye.s, ifie Albuera, while a column advanced 
wliat vigour General Piiilip[)on the Go- along the mountains upon the left,^ The 
venior. and his brave garrison, had exerfld cava|fy of the two armies is to day in re¬ 
in the defence of that fortress, and how' connaissance upon Yiliaviciosa,Eivas, and 
much tlirir conduct was i^orihy of praise, in front of Campo Mayor, in order to as- 
—I cannot rel'rain from praising the ex- cePtain the raoveineiits and dispositions of 
cell* nl .spirit which bus animated the armv the^nemy. Upon the report whit h they 
during a long'and painlV.!*mjjft'h, under a shall givo, I shsll decide, with the Duke 
bic nmg stjn mid amidst many j.'rivations : of Ragusa, as to the ulterior operations 
..but il^ would be difficult to expect too which the arrSy cd'Portugal and that of 
many pri ofs of zeal (or ilie service of his, the South will attempt.—The junction of 
, Maj sty. from ttie brave regiments which the two afmies on the banks of the Gua- 
comptise the army flf Portugal.—-I have diana is one of the most marked events of 
the honour, &c. the war of Spain ; it will be in its conse- 

• The M.arshal Duke of Raousa. quences of tlw* greatest etlVci for tlie bene- 

Badrijq?, June 21. ‘fit of the Service of the Emperor ; its first 

^ —•—. result has been the preservation of Bada- 

To his Hiiihness the Prince of Ncufchatel, jo4; the southern provinces of Spain are 
Major- General, Sfc, also entirely relieved on the side of Portu- 

’ Monseigneur,—I hasten to inform yo«r gal, and tranquillity, which was for g. mo- 
Highness, that the fortress of Badajoz il^'-nfent disturbed on several points, is re-es- 
relieved, and that the troops which be^ tablishing. The Duke of Ragusa and my- 
sieged it have rtjtired into the interior"of self meant to give battle to the enemy ; 
Portugal, join the rest of the Anglo- but Lord Wellingtoti has prudently retired 
„ Portutruese and Spanish army, command- before could come up with shim: yet 
ed by Lord Wellington,who has taken the his forces amounted to 60i00() men; of 
same drrectioit—On the 12th inst. 1 set oui whom 30,000 were Eiiglisfl, conjprthcnd- 
l^m Ll«rena witU the droops of the army ing: the two divisions of Ggi?erai Spencer, 
of the South, *whiclt 1 had caused to be which he had withdsawn IVopi the norUj, 
united; General Ctiunt D’Ei'lon, who, I 14 000 Ppr^iguese, and 16,000 .Spaniards: 
knew, must joyi me two dajyi after, fol- he had in this number 5,000 cavalry,— 
lowed the movement; the head of his It is vexatious that a genei al afliiir bas uut 
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taken place; the event would not have measure was perfectly understood, the 
been uncertain; but it is to be hoped, that enemy made only a false attack On this 
an opportunity will offer itsalf.'—I must point.—At Fort San Christoval there was 
now give your Highness an account of the only one practicable breach in the night 
situation in which we found Badajoz, and of the 7th ; 1,50() English threw them- 
of the gioriolls defence of its brave garri- selves into the ditch of the fort, applied 
edit. The Oeneril of Brigade, Philippon, their ladders, and attempted the assault; 
who commanded as Governor, hfis had the thrice’ they returned to the cliarge; 75 
rare merit of creating for himself means, brave fellows, commanded by Captain 
•nd of rendering serviceable for its defence Cbauvin, of the 88th, Veadil^ 'repulsed 
all that there were of Frenchmen in Bada- thtrm, and inflicted on them v^ry great 
joz; while with a vigorous hand he kept loss ; we had some t«)ldiers wounded with 
down the inhabitants, and employed them thrusts of the bayonet on the height of 
even on the works of the fortifications, the breach; the success was complete; 
which were incessantly eimproving. I the dead, the wounded, and the.ladders, 
shall soon have the honourmf sending your remained in the ditch.—On tbe‘ following 
Highness a copy of the journal of the days, thp enemy continued his fire on the 
siege; at present I can only notice the fort, and endeavoured to enlarge the 
principal transactions, and by you to re- breach. In the night of the 10th, .2,000 
present to the Emperor, General Philippon English presented themselves anew, to 
as deserving the fruits of bis good opinion, give the assault. Capt. Jondiou, of the 
I have the honour to ask for him the title 21 st regiment of light-infantry, command- 
of Count, and a sqitable endowment; I cd at ,San Christoval: his garrison con> 
shall also solicit rewards for other military sisted of 140 men, every soldier had four- 
men of all ifanks, who have distinguished loaded muskets ,by his side ; General 
themselves by brilliant exploits.—On the Philippon had ordered to be placed a great 
16th of May, the day of the battle which quantity of charged bombs on the para- 
I fought with the allied army, at Albuera, pets, of which Serjeant Brette, of the 5th 
nine days had already expired since the regiment of artillery, had the direction ; 
trenchfs were opened by the enemy be- (this soldier had before distinguished him- 
fore Badajoz, and six days since the fire s^lf at the first assault of San Christoval.) 
against the place had commenced.—On Already the enemy had applied 40 lad- 
tbe evening of the 15th the besiegers ders, the head «>f their column had reached 
withdrew ail their troops, and united them the height of the breach ; Serjeant Brette 
to their other force at Albuera; they did calls out " Captain, shall we blow up the 
not re-appear till the 19th. During their first mineV* The bombs‘'and grenades 
absence. General Philippon rased the descend, exploding they break the lad- 
whola of the works whictf they had con- ders, and spread death and dismay among 
structed, and brought within the fortress • the enemy ; while, with the bayonet, the 
the platforms and fascinek which he found garrison drive them down to the bottom of 
there; he even took some convoys from the breach; in an ii»tant the ditches were 
the enemy, who were arranging matters filled with dead and wounded, among 
for restoring the works of fhe siege; but whom were several English officers ; rn 
they did not, the second time,* open the this confusion some English qfiicers de¬ 
trenches till the night of the SOth of May. manded succour; the brave_,Jondiou or- 
The fire against the place recommenced dered them to refit a ladder, and ascend 
on the 3d of June, and continued without into the fort, where they should surrender 
inteiruption till the raising of the sie^'e. &s prisoners. This was accordingly done. 
On the 6th, three breaches wefe^already’^ At day-breaking the enemy’s General 
made, one in the body of the place, and vWrote to General Philippon, demanding a 
two in Fort San Christoval; the firrst in truce of three hours, is. order to carry ofl 
front of the Castle, between'Trinity has- the wounded, who remained Ki the ditch 
tionand the Guadiana, to the left of the or under the fire of the fort. The demand 
faalf-moon San Koque; but General Phili(^- was acceded to. The loss of the English 
pon immediately set to work to escarp it, in this affair exceeded 600 men; we bad 
and ordered an entrenchment to be made not 10 men rendeVed unfit for service! 
in the solid ground ef the Castle; this last * (To betSmtimud.J 
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" The true way of convincing your enemy, that his war upon your finanoes will be usfle!is,*ig, to 
stat^explicilly to the worlti, that are not at :(tl afraid of the consequences of a vaLional hank- 
“ ruplcy ; for, w hile you endeavour to make people believcp tl)at such an event cannot pmsihhj kapjyen, 
i,‘ they will cert||uily think, that you regard it, if it should happen, as irretrievahte ruin and deshnetwn ; 

“ antiy thercfi^e, as you never can quite overcome their apprelieusioiis, the bc'si. i*ay is to hi; silent • 
uptHi the subject, or to set the terrific buflxiar at defiance.”——Poi.mcAt Hecustek, 18th June, 1 S0;)2 

_ ____[13U 


PAPER AGAINST GOU); 

’ ^ BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 


Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FAJR.MERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 


Letter XXIX. 

What is to be the end of all this ? — Paper* 
Money is not the cause of Sunshine and 
Showers—We may erist without tl*aper- 
Money—England did very well before 
Paper-Money was hoard qf—IPhat is to 
become qf the Fundholders—The Sale qf the 
Royal Plate and of the Church Property in 
Austriot—Let what will lioppen in England 
the Jacobins and Levellers will not merit 
any*Share of the Blame—Conclusion, 

• 

Gentlemen, * 

What, then, is to be the end of all this 
What are to be *the ultimate effects pro¬ 
duced upon the nation by this depreciation 
of the paper money ? The Pittite party 
telljfis, that there is not gold to be had; 
that the Bank cannot pay in gold ; and 
that the matter must be left to better times’ 
and to better fortune. The other party tell 
us, that, if they had the power of acr.pjjng 
what measures they pleased, they would 
cause the Bank to pay again in gold f that 
they would restore the {taper to its former 
estimfTtion; and, iri short, retrieve the 
whole system. I have, I think, shown 
you very clearly, that, to cause the Baak 
to pay again in iold is impossible ; and 
that, let wiiaf will happen, let what will 
take placS as to*commerce, or as to war, 
the Bmk Paper will never regain any 
part of what it has lost, cm long as the na- 
tional debt shall exist; or, rather, as Ipng as I 


the dividends shall Bt paid upon the inter* 
est of that ^ebt. 

Now, if I have shown thlk to your satus- 
faction, the question, and the only ques¬ 
tion, that remains to he discussed, is, what 
would be the CONSEQUENCES of a ces¬ 
sation in the payment of the dividends ; 
that is to say, the total destruction of the. 
national Debt; the total breaking up of 
the Funds and rtie Bank Note system. 
This is the only question that now re¬ 
mains to be discussed ; but a vifl'y impor¬ 
tant question it is, aifd one which, I hope, 
will receive your patient attention. 

To hear the greater part of people talk 
upon this subject, one would iitlagine, that 
t^e Bank Notes were the meat, drink, an4 
clothing of the inhabitants of this island ; 

, and, indeed, that they gave us sun-shin^ 
and showers and every thing necessary to 
*our existence. One would really suppose, 
that the general creed was, that the Bank 
Directors jiverg the Gods of the country, 
that they were our Susiainers if not actu¬ 
ally < 4 ur Makers, tlinl from them we de¬ 
rived the breath in our nostrils, that in and 
through them we lived, moved, and had 
our being. No wonder, then, that there 
shouUl be an apprehension and even a horror 
inspired by the idea of a total destruction 
of the paper money ; no wonder, that, 
when* 1 began, about eight years and a 
half ago, to write against the Funding 
System, I should have been rPgarded as 
guilty of blasphemy, and should have 
been accused thereof by that devout man, 
Mr. Sheridan ; no w’onder that some 
men’s knees should knock together and 
theh- teeth chatter in their head upon 
being told, that the c^iy is, probably, not 
far distant, when a guinea, a real golden 
guinea, will buy a hundred pound's worti 

of three per ceifts. 

• • 

But, Gentlemen, is there any ground foi 
these apprehensions ? Are tuch apprehe* 
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sions to be entertained by rational nie& ? 
No: the corn and tlie grass and the trees 
wiil grow without paper-money; the 
Banks may allj break in a day^ and the 
Bun wiil rise the^oext day, and the lambs 
will gambol and the. birds will sing and 
the carters and country girls will grin at 
each other and all will go on just as*if no¬ 
thing had happened. 

“ Yes,” says some besotted Pittite, 
*• we do iwt suppose, that the destruction 
" of the paper-system would put out the 
" light of the sun, prevent v^etation, or 

disable men and women to propagate 
« their species^ W’e are not fools enough 
" to suppose that.” Pray, then, tohat are 
you fools enough to suppose ? What are 
you fools enough to be e^raid of? For, if 
the destruction of the paper produces, and 
is calculated to produce, none of these ef¬ 
fects, how can it be a thing to excite any 
very general apprehension ? Who would it 
hurt t " Oh ! jt would create universal 
“ uproar «nd corfusion : it would destroy 
" all property ; it Would introduce anar- 
“ chy and bloodshed, and would annihilate 
“ regular government, social order, and our 
“ holy religion.” These are the words that 
John Bowles, the Dutch Commissioner, 
used to make use of. This is the decla¬ 
matory cant, by the means of which the 
people of this country have been deceived, 
and deluded along from one stage of ruin 
to another, till, at last, they have arrived 
at what they now taste of. If, when 
Johnny Bowles, or any of his tribe, had 
been writing in this way, *a plain- trades¬ 
man, who gets his living by fair (jcaling 
and who has no desire to share in the 
plunder of the public, had gone to the 
writer, and, taking him fast by the button, 
had said to him: 't Come, come ! tell me, 
" in definite terms, what you mean, and 
“ show ratt Iww I sftould be a loser by this 
*• thinj, that you appear so much t(f dread. 
“ N^ of your rant; none of your korri- 
•*fying descriptions; but, come, John, tell 

me HOW I should be made worse*o0‘in 
•' thi^ world, and HOW I should be more 
" exfiosed to go to hell, if that, wiiijh 
*' you appear to dread were actually to 
“ take place:” if any such man had so 
addressed this Tre&sury scribe, the scribe 
would have been puzzled much more than 
he was by his per cents about the Dutch 
Commission. • 

• • 

Why, Gentlemen, should the total de- 
atructiaa of the paper-money produce any 

• a ' „ i 


of these effects ? Why should it destroy 

all property ; why produce WoodsAed; why 
destroy our holy religion ? I have before 
told you, that the paper-money was un¬ 
known in England, till within about 1U7 
years. England did very well before that 
time. The people of England were^rave 
and free, happy at hom« and dreaded 
abroad, long before papar-money wa* ' 
heard pf. Why, then, shouM they; now 
believe, that, without paper-money, they' 
would be reduced to a state of barbarism 
and slavery ? The Church, as it is now es- 
tablishVd, existed long before paper- 
money was thought of, and so did all those 
laws, which we yet boast of as the great 
bulwarks of’ our freedom ; and, what is 
more, I defy any man to shew me one 
single law, in favour of the liberties qf the 
people, which has been passed since the es¬ 
tablishment of the Paper-Money System, 
while numerous laws have been passed 
hostile to* those liberties. Before the • 
existence of the National Debt and the 
Bank, the House of Commons used fre¬ 
quently to refuse to grant the money 
called for by the Crown ; since they have 
^xi.sted, no grant of the kind has ever been 
refused by that House. Before the Paper 
Syste^ existed, there Was no standing 
army in England ; before the-Paper Sys¬ 
tem existed, there were not more than 
two hundred thousand paupers in England 
and Wales : there are now twelve hundred 
thousand. 

Why, then, should we alarm ourselves 
at what appears to indicate the approach- • 
inj de.struction of this System? ’‘'Ob, 

" but,” says the Minister (Perceval), 

" without the Paper System we could ndt 
“ have had the victories receniiy wyn in 
" Spain and Portugalto which he might 
have added the aciiieveirients at Suil^on, 
at DunkU'k, at the Udder, at Fcrrol, at 
Buenos Ayres, in Hanover, ih I.cor and 
Gallicia, at Corunna, at Walcheren, oic. &.c. 

,&c. ‘-The list might be swelled out to 
tRree times this length ; but this is long 
enotigh. If wliat the Minister calls the 
“ recent vicioriei” are tbi fruit of. the 
Paper System, ao arc all the achievements 
to which 1 have here called your recol¬ 
lection. Indeed they were so ; for, the 
wars themselves proceeded from the same 
source. The American wesr grew o.at of * 
the Paper Sy5tem; and so diU the Anti¬ 
jacobin war, which begin in 1793, and 
which has tiaaiiy producedtthe state of 
things whioli we now have before us. So 
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that, as to the use of the Taper System in 
(his way, there can, I think, be very little 
doubt. 

“ Well, but, after all/’ some one will 
say, " what is to become of the Fundholder ? 
" }fcw is he to get re-paid f”*.My answer 
to this is, that, it does not appear to be a 
m^J^er in w4»ich the people, I mean the mass 
of 4he nation, have much to do or to say. 
For, what is the Fundholder or Stockholder f 
Why, he is a man, who, choosing a large 
rather than a small interest for his money, 
has lent it to some persons in power, 
un(\pr ah agreement, that he shall be paid 
''interest upon it out of the taxes raised 
upon the people. A man,Vho lends mo¬ 
ney, knows, of course, or, at least, he ought 
■ to know, the sufficiency borrower ; or, 
if he does not know that, he, of course, 
takes the risk into his calculation; and he 
can have no right to complain if the 
chances should happen to tutn up against 
^im. Upon this principle Sik.Tohn Mit- 
FOUD (now Lord Redesdale) went in de¬ 
fending the first Bank Restriction Bill, 
when, in answer to those who contended, 

' that it would be a breach of faith to compel 
the Fundholder to take payment in paper, 
he said, that the Fundholder, whenj/e lent his 
money, knew that q case like this might happen. 
and that, therefore,^he had no reason to 
complain. Till I read this, I thought th|t 
I was the only one who had held the doc¬ 
trine, so that my satisfaction at seeing mjf 
opinions corroborated by such high legal 
authority was somewhat diminished by the 
^reflection, that I had lost what 1 had 
deemed my undivided claim to origitfality. 

I do not, however, see any reason why 
the Fundholders, or, at least, that part of 
them, who have been compelled to suffer 
thdr property to be thus vested, should 
not, in any case, ’have a just compensation. 
And how ? Whence is this compensatiefn 
to come ? In Austria, our old and faithful 
and august ally, the Emperor, is aCting ^e 
part of a very honest man. The paper- 
money in Austria has fallentoafout'teentb 
part of its Nominal value, in spite of several 
Ed&ts prohibiting the passing of it for less 
than its nominal value. A hundred florins in 
silver was worth fourteen hundred and^fty 
three forms in p^per when the last advices 
came away'J and, perhaps, one florin in 
silver, il, by this time,’worth fifty florins 
in paper. Of course the government cre¬ 
ditors, or*Au8trian Fundholders, must be 
rained, unless something be done to ob- 
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tain a compensation for tbent. "the Em-^ 
peror, therefore, like an honest man, has,* 
as the news-papers tell us* sent all his 
plate, all his gold and silver, in whatever 
shape, to the mint to b^ melted down and 
turned into coin fj^r the ^ayment^of ih* 
people who have lent him and bis govern* 
metft their money. And, besides this, tli* 
Clergy, animated by a zeal for their sove¬ 
reign truly worthy of example, have given 
up their estates to be sold for the same honest 
purpose, which, doubt!es.s, they have been 
the more disposedsto do, when they re¬ 
flected, that the debts of the government 
were incurred in carrying on a war for 
“ regular ‘government, social order, and 
“ their holy religion,” and in the produc¬ 
ing and prolonging of which war they 
themselves had so great a hand, as well as 
in persecuting all those who were opposed 
to the system. Accordingly, we see ac¬ 
counts in the public prints of the SALES 
OF CHURCH LANDS going on in Aus¬ 
tria. They are said to sell remarkably 
well *; and, it is staled, th3t,»these sales 
together with the •meltings of the Royal 
Plate will yield enough to satisfy all the 
Government Creditors; or, at least, to af¬ 
ford them the means of living beyond the 
reach of misery. • 

But, methinks, I see start forth a Cour¬ 
tier on one side of me and a Parson on the 
other, and, with claws distended ready to 
lay hold of my cheeks, exclaim: '* 'What, 
" cold-blooded wretch, are tltese, then, 
“ your cneags of compensation for the 
" English Fundholder ?” Softly! softly ! 
Give me time to speak. Do not tear my 
eyes out before you hear what I have to 
say. Stop a little, and I will tell you what 
1 meaik 

• _ . 

* ViENfiA, July 6.—" A second sale 

of*ecclesiastical estates will soon take 
" place. On the 23d will be sold, the 
“ estate of Keixendorf; and on the 24th, 
‘i (hose of St. George and Baumgarten. 
•' As there are many competitors, the sums 
“ produced by these sales has greatly sur- 
" passed what the lands were estimated at. 
“ The body of merchants in this city pub- 
“ lished, some days* since, a memoir in 
"" their defence, against the charges ob- 

jected to them, of having contributed tO; 

the deprecitftion of the paper money. 
“ Th* memoir has been transmitted'tp the 
•‘ Minister of Finance, and presented to 
" his Majesty the Emperor.” 

. F 2 . . . 
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Now, why should you be in such a ragk 
•with me ? If I were to propose that the 
same should be done here as is now doing 
in Austria, what would there be, in my 
proposition, injurious to either the station 
or character of iing or the clergy ? Am 
I to suppose, that the Crown depends 
upon the possession of a parcel of plate by 
the king and Royal Family; that a throne, 
the seat of kiii^y power, is supported by 
a waggon load, perhaps, of gold and silver 
dishes wd plates and spoons and knives 
and forks and salvers ai^ candlesticks and 
sauce boats and tea-pots and cream-jugs ? 
Good heavens! what a vile opinion must 
they have of the throne, who ‘look upon 
such things as tending to its support! 
And, then, as to the Church, what could 
her sons wish for more earnestly than an 
opportunity of giving us a proof of their 
disregard of things temporal ? Besides, 
there would be, in this case, a striking 
proof of the truth of the good maxim, that‘ 
*' Justice, though flow, is sure;” for, it is 
well knowij, that the Paper System, which 
would thus draw upo/i the Church,' was 
the invention of A BISHOP tf that same 
Church! 

But, the ^ourtiers and the Clergy may 
be tranquil; for 1 do not think it at a)l^ 
likely that such measures will become ne¬ 
cessary in England, though they have 
been adopted at Vienna, and, as would 
seem, with such singular success. I am of 
opinion, that there would be found ample 
means, elsewhere, for a due compensation 
to those Fundholders, who bad been com- 
pelled to vest their property in that way. 
In short, I am quite satisfied, that we have 
nothing at all to fear from the destruction 
of the paper-system if that should take 
place; and, as the friends of thesystem 
assert, that we have* nothing to fear from 
its continuing to exist, we are, 1 think, 
tolerably safe. The RUIN of America and 
France v/ore foretold because their paper- 
money wag falling; but, the prophecy 
roved false. They were both victorious; 
otb became prosperous; and, what is 
odd'enough, both have since become re-< 
cept^les of the coin that is gone from 
England j aye, from that country, vjho 
hoped to-triumph over them by the means 
of that same coin ! How many times did 
PtTT predict the time when France would 
be wh-at he called exhausted, and how was 
he hallooed on by his numerous i^iujer- 
strappers of all sorts, verbally as well as 
in print! Has she been ruined f Has she 
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lost in population, or in power ? Is she ex¬ 
hausted? Has she become/eeWe ? We are 
still struggling with her; and do we find 
her grow weaker and weaker ? 

Well, then, this doctrine of RUIN from 
a depreciated paper-money is a false ^oc- 
trine. It was engfendered in a sha’ilow 
brain, and brought forth by ^rrpgant 
emptiness. But, suppose it to he souhd as 
applied*to us; suppose, for arguments’ • 
sake, that the destruction of the paper 
system should take place, and should 
prove the utter ruin of the country; or, 
suppose, at any rate, that it should send 
all the Fundholders into beggary, should 
cause all the jChurch and Collegiate pro¬ 
perty to be sold as ia Austria, should send 
the Royal Plate to the Mint, should anni-. 
hilate all the remaining feudal rights and 
tenures; and, in short, sliould produce a 
species of revolution. I say, that it need 
do none of’jhis: I say, that not oRe of 
these is a necessary consequence, of the 
overthrow of the papet>< system : but, fof 
arguments’ sakd, suppose the contrary, and 
suppose that such overthrow were to take 
place; WHO, in that case, would be to. 
bfdme ? 

This Is a question that every man ought, 
as soon as may be, to answer in his own 
mind; for, if any oP these consequences 
were to come upon us, it would be of the 
agreatest utility to be able to say, at once, 
who it was that li-ad been the real authors 
of the calamity. Certainly, then, Re¬ 
formers, cotiymonly called Jacobins and Le- 
vellerx, have had nothing to do with tbe<mat- 
ter. They have had no/lower. They have 
been carefully shut out from all authority. 
They have filled no offices of any sort. They 
have been held forth as a sort of enemy in 
the -bosom of the country. There is^no 
creature who has had power, of any sort, 
qo matter what, who has not employed 
that power upon them. They have 
been either killed, banished, ruined, or, at 
tlfe least, beaten down and kept down. 
Well,/hen, they will not come in for any 
of the blame, if things should turn out 
wrong at last. Tn’ey have had no band 
in declaring war 'against tlje regicides of 
France; they have bad no hand in forming 
leagues, in voting subsidies, in sending out 
expeditions; they have<iad*iio hand 
making loans oa grants; «nd, therefore, 
they will, surely, not come in for any 
share of the blqpie which shall attach to 
the consequences. They have been re- 
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presented as an ignorant and factious herd, 
a “ low, degraded crew;'" while those who 
have thus described them have had all the 
powers and the resonrces of the country 
at their command j and, therefore, let what 
win happen, the Reformers^will have to 
beat no portion of the blame; The full- 
blooded Anti.Jacol)ins; the members of 
th«^itt Cj,ilb ; all the numerous herd of 
the*enemies to Reform may be fairly call¬ 
ed upon for a .jharu of the responsibility ; 
but, to the Reformers, who have had no 
power, and who have been hardly able to 
exist in peace, no man can reasonably look. 

• 

I shall now, Gentlemen,^after nearly a 
twelvemonth’s correspondence, take my 
leave of you, and with the conviction, that 
I have done much towards giving you a 
clear view of the subject, of which I have 
been treating. I had long entertained the 
design to make the subject familiar; to 
put my countrymen in general beyoad 
the reach of deception on this score; to 
enable them to avoid being cheated, if 
they chose to avoid it; and a sufficiency 
of time for the purpose being furnished 
‘me, it would have been greatly blameaftle 
in me, if I had neglected to avail myself 
of it: 1 have not been guilty of this neg¬ 
lect ; 1 have, with greaicare'and research, 
brought together what appears to me to 
be the whole, or very nearly the whoitt, 
of the useful information relating to the, 
paper system ; I ha« Uboured most zea¬ 
lously and anxiously for the accomplish- 
menl of the great object in view; and it 
ftior^ than repays me fur every thiqg to 
hear, to see, to know, that I have not la¬ 
boured in vain. , 

In the coarse of these Letters, I have' 
clearly expressed my opinions as to.the 
fat^'of the paper-money : those opinions 
are iii direct oppo'sition to many of thosp 
persons, in parliament as well as out of 
parliament, who have delivered tl^gir sen¬ 
timents upon the subject : TIME, the 
trier of all things, must now decide, be¬ 
tween us; yid, if 1 am wrong, 1 have, at 
leas^ taken effectual itieans to make my 
error as conspicuous and as notorious as 
po.ssibIe. One thing, above all others, 
however, I am desirous of leaving strongly 
iny>ressed Ujjon ^our minds, and that is, 
that it my Redded opinion, that, let 
what will be tlie fate of the paper-money, 
that fate, however destructive, does not 
necessarily include any, even the smallest, 
danger to the indep^noeuce of England, or 
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to the safety of the throne, or to the liber¬ 
ties or the happiness of the people. 

I remain. Gentlemen, 

Your friend* 
and^obedient ServMt, 

W**. CosaETT. 

5jpi/c Priton, Newgate, 

Friday, Ind Augutt, 1811. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Talavera’s W^rs in Spain and Portu¬ 
gal.- - (Continued from page 82.) There 

are two facts, connected with this subject, 
which, by the daily prints, have been 
passed over almost in silence ; I allude to 
the removal, or movement, of General 
Graham and Marshal Beresford The 
former, we see, is arrived in the army of 
Lord Talavera, where he is said to be se¬ 
cond in command, the post which Mar- 
' shal Beresford ijjeld before; and the latter 
is gone to Lisbon to form new corps of Por¬ 
tuguese Troops. -Aftfr wh|t we had 

been before told,,this seems, and must 
seem, somewhat surprizing; for, in case.s ' 
such as we had been led to suppose to ^ 
exist with regard to these two officers, it 
would, one would think,, have been 
natural for both to remain where they bad 
achieved so much glory ; glory, in each 
case, sufficient to entitle them to the thanks 

of the two Houses of Parliament. -1 shall 

leave these facts, however, to the reflec¬ 
tion of the reader, contenting myself with 
having merely pointed them out; but, at 
the sam* time, I cannot refrain from just 
observing, that there does appear to have 
beeA something of a disagreeable nature 
happened between our commander and 
the Spaniards respecting the Battle of bar- 
rostt. •Indeed, 1 have now before me a 
publication that contains proof of this. . It 
is entitled: “ A Reply to the Statement 
“of- General Graham’s Letter of the 
“ 24th of March, 1811, on General’ La 
“ Pena’s Manifesto and Repr^entaiion to 
“ the Corte.s, By General Lacy.” This 
p*aper, which has been printed, in the form 
•of a pamphlet, by Vogel and Schulze, 
No. 13, Poland Street, Oxford Mreet, is a 
vei^ elaborate and very able perform¬ 
ance, and, as a literary production, at least, 
it certainly discovcft's great superiority 
over the Letter of General Graham, I 
have read it with all the attention I am 
masteji of; and, if its/arts be true, the 
Spaniard has, unquestionably, the bc&t of 
the dispute ; ,and, of this opinion every 
one .will be, I ant satisfied, who v^ill (ake 
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ihc pains to read the publication.— —To 
retiitn to our army on the confines of Por¬ 
tugal, the reader will see, by the subjoined 
official papers, wjtal its movements have 
been since the rising of the siege of Ba- 
dajoz, of which we must now say a few 
words. On the 6th of June Viscount^Ta- 
LAVESA informs us (see pages 32 and £0) 
that the siege is .going on (n a very pros¬ 
perous way, under his own eye; and, at 
the time when this dispatch arrived, the 
newspapers assured us, that the place 
coula not bold out mord'than ten duyt, and 
that, then, all that part of thg country 
would be swept clean of the. enemy’s 
troops. Seven clays after this, however, 
another dispatch (see p. 54,) ghees us an ac¬ 
count of the actuiti raising qf the siege, and of 
the loss sustained in (wo attempts to storm 
an out-work, called St. Chrisioval, in which 
a breach had been made,-This storm¬ 

ing attracted my attention, and I cannot 
help thinking the circuuisiances very cu¬ 
rious. There was, it seems, a breach made, 
and a detachment sent to storm ; but, at 
each time, when they arrived at the edge 
of the ditch, they found it emptied, and 
could not mount the rampart, though they 

had ladders with them for the purpose.- 

This appears' to me very strange j for, if 
a breach was made, the same battery 
which made it could still have played 
upon it, if any attempt had been made to 
clear out the ditch. Besides, if the ditch 
was cleared out, the materials must have 
been thrown up on one side or on the 
other of the ditch, and, of coyrse^this must 
have been perceived by the besiegers, who, in 
that case, ought not to have attempted the 
storm. But, it appears, that they found 
the ditch emptied a second time, a thing 
wholly unaccountable, after the ^yarning 
they had before received. It does, how¬ 
ever, appear to me passing strange, that 
our batteries, by which a breach deemed 
practicable had been made, should have 
: allowed the enemy to clear out the ditch. 
To clear oiit the ditch of a fortification is 
no trifling affair; it requires much tinte 
and.numerous workmen; and as the rub¬ 
bish must have been thrown up on the 
one aide or the other, the operation must 
j have been visible, and, of course, m%ht 
4 (one would think at loisgt) have been put an 
) end to, in a moment, by the same batteries 
1 that had made the breach.——This 
1 emptying the ditch does, tlierefore, 1 must 
lacoufess, puzzle me very much; nof e'en 1 
I account for it unless upon the supposition, 
that the French work by witchcraft, o,r by 


supernatural means of some sort or other 
and, at any rate, the second attempt at 
storming an impracticable breach must, 1 
think, be regarded as an occurrence, under 
such circumstances, extremely rare, if not 
without an equal in the annals of moilCrn' 
warfare.——The Duke of Dalmatia {jias, 
through the French news-papers, given us 
bis account of this siege. He tells ag,«^at 
there were three practicable breaches (gee> p, 
J27), one in the body of the place, and 
two in the oui-work St, Chiistoval. But, 
he says, one of the latter was rendered im¬ 
practicable by the clearing out of the ditch 
and by an interior entrenchment; arid 
that'our assaults were attempted at the 
other breach itrthis out-work, which does, 
indeed, .seem very probable. The two at¬ 
tempts were made, he says, onthe7th'aiid ' 
on the JOih of June. The first with 1,500 
men, who, according to his own account, 
behaved very gallantly, but who were re¬ 
pulsed with great loss. In the night of 
the I Oth, he says, the English renewed ths 
assault with 2,000 meif, the garrison of 
St. Christoval consisting of only 1+0 
Freiicbnien; that every soldier had four 
loaded muskets by his side ; that a' vast ‘ 
quantity of charged bombs had been'placed 
on the parapets; that the English had ap¬ 
plied +0 ladders at the head of their column, 
and w'ere mounting tb^ breach, udien the 
bombs and grenades were thrown down 
amongst them, and, exploding, broke the 
‘ladders and spread, death and .dismay 
amongst the assailants, w'hile, with the 
bayonet, the garrison drove them down 
to the bottom of the breach; the ditch, he 
says,‘was filled with killed and wounded ; 
that, in thi.s confusion, son^e English offi¬ 
cers demanded succour, and that they 
were made to ascend their ow'ti ladders, 
now refitted/ in order to surrender U) the 
commandaut as prisoners of war. He says, 
that we lost 600 men in'thfs afiair, tirat we 
begged a truce of three hours to carry off 
our wounded, and the French did not lose 

tm men. -^I'hat this was a most bloody 

and disastrous affair no one can doubt; 
and, tfiere can be as little doubt that the 
French General has omitted uuUiing fa¬ 
vourable to the besieged ; but, tbe. story 
about the English Officers, at the head of 
2,000 men, begging for quarter from J+0 
men is not, I hope, to bq,believed for one 
single moment ;^and especially, that iM&y 
condi scended to reft their own ladders for 
the purpose of ascending into the fortress, 
there to surrender'^thentielves prisoners of war! 
Yet, tberp does, bom Loao TAj,AV£ftA’K 


4 - 



I -141] 'AUGUSTS, 1811 fFtm tH 0ui P'ortugal. llW 


acc 9 >ant appear, that there were three of< 
iitera misiing, a captain, a lieutenant, and 
an enajign; but, let ui hope, that they 
actually mounted the breach, got upon 
the ramparts, and were made prisoners 

there.-There is one omission in the 

acco;pnt of Lord Talavera, which is, in* 
deed, common to all his accounts of bat* 
•ties ;^nd that is, the numier of mtn em* 
plowed in •the enterprize is not stated. 

* It appears that the storming party was 
composed of tn%n taken from sixteen or 
seventeen battalions ; but it does not, any 
where, say, how many men. Two thou* 
sand men is a great number for such an 
undertaking; and it is certain, that, atahe 
mouth of a breach a small nusnber of men, 
with such means as tire French appear to 
have prepared, would be suflicient to keep 
back, for a time at least, almost any 
force ; but, still it does appear something 
wonderful that, the carnage should have 
been so dreadful, if the numb'er of the ene* 
my was really so small. It would be very 
desirable to ascertam the numbers employ¬ 
ed by our General upon this occasion. 
But something still more desirable would 
be, such information as should enable i^s 
to judge of the prudence of making the 
attempt. The Duke of Dalmatia sa vs, how¬ 
ever, that the breach wns pracdcfiole, and, 
as the attempt was made, it is evident that 
Lord Talavera thought it was practicable; 
but, then, the question comes, Aow came thaf 
attempt to fatif The reader will recollect, 
with regard to this 'fowA, that it cost the 
Dake>of Dalmatia, a few months ago, less 
t^an a week to take it from the Spaniards ; 
and, iie will also recollect, the disapproba¬ 
tion of the cond act of the Spaniards express¬ 
ed by Lord TaUvera upon that occasion. 
But, certainly, from every account, Bada- 
joz is not a place calculated to make a 
very, steut resistance against an army Weil 
supplied and ably comtaanded. 1 do not 
say, that it was possible to take the Town 
before the French army came up ; but, 
this is pretty evident, that, if th^e was 
not a moral certainty of taking it, the 
siege should never have been attempted ; 
because, to* commem^e the siege and 
abailtlon it at the approach of a French 
army was the strongest proof that it was 
possible to give of a eonsciousness ofjn- 
ieriority of force on our side; and the 
reader canned faif to have perceived, that 
this abandonmAit of Baidagoz has produced 
an effect more depressing than any which 
has hisea produced by the former unto¬ 
ward events of the campaign.——-It was 
euy to perceive from the moment that 


otfr army got to Almeida, that its retreat 
from that point mpst be vefy speedy; 
and, for this event, though at the expence 
of an inhuiie quantity of abuse, I endea¬ 
voured to prepare the public; hut 1 be¬ 
lieve that my endeavcAiA were totally 
useless. One could*'meet with scarcely a 
man,avho did act look upon it, that the 
French were iu a state of humiliation and 
disgrace, an opinidh whiclf derived much, 
strength from the journey of Massena and 
King Joseph to France, which journey 
was looked .upon a and which 
flight was looked upon as the fore-runner 
of a total Svacuation of the peninsula by 
the French, who it was confidently as¬ 
serted in almost all our, news-papers, 
were preparing to collect the whole of 
their troops on tire north of Uieriuer Ebroj 
that is to saj', on the confines of France 1 
This assertion and assertions similar to it, 
were scarcely dry from the press in Eng- 
Tand, when we heard of the battle near 
Almeida, which was immediately follow¬ 
ed by what has told for *the French more 
than any victory itw the field could have 
told, iiamol}^ that wonderful exploit, the 
evacuation of Almeida by Bben'nier, which 
exploit not to envy the enemy is impossi¬ 
ble. This was immediately fojlowed by a 
pjovement on the part of the enemy which 
compelled Lord Talavera to fly to the as¬ 
sistance of Marshal Beresford ; but he 
came too late, the battle of Albuera had 
'been fought, the army had lost many 
thousands, in killed, wounded and prisoners, 
and the siege of Badajoz which the French 
had raisetf by giving that battle, had, now, 
to be recommenced with numerous disad¬ 
vantages.-This siege was going on in 

the manner we have seen, when the ene¬ 
my, that same enemy whom the good 
people (ff England iqoked U{K>n as hum- 
bledVnd disgraced, and whom our venal 
prints described as hastening from all parti 
towards the north of the Ebro, was found, 
ail at once, to be pouring down towards 
Badajoz,five hundred miles in t|)e opposite 
dijefttion, driving, in their way, the re¬ 
mains of our army out from near Almeida, 
and in a few days raising the siege of Ba¬ 
dajoz, and compelling our whole army to 
re-giter Portugal to place itself on the 
great road towards thedines of Torres Ve- 

dras.-In this situdtionthe armies now 

are, re-inforcements being daily arriving 
from England, while, on the other hand, 
the frinch appear to be collecting toge¬ 
ther at that point all the troops they -can 
spare from other quarters. — Ifow long 
oqr general will b« able to nninum 
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position, I cannot pretend to say ; btit, 
supposing him to remain where be is; 
supposing him to lose not another inch of 
ground during'this campaign, what has 
been gained, 1 should like to know, since 
he last quilted \lfe lines of Torres Vedras; 
this is a quesiion which I put to all those 
who extolled so highly the pursuit oftMas- 
sena, and especially to all those, who, like 
Mr. Whitbredd, read their recantation 
with respect to the war in Portugal. 
What has been gained, then, I say, 
since onr army last quitted the lines of 
Torres Vedras ? I am not one of those 
who delight in dwelling upon the numbers 
of killed and igounded, and who speak of 
men killed in battle as men that are mur¬ 
dered. He who enters the army knows 
that his business is to fight, and, if neces¬ 
sary, to die. But, one cannot help re¬ 
flecting on the number of deaths which 
this campaign has already occasioned j 
one cannot help r« fleclipg on the numbet 
of our coumryinen whom it has sent to 
the grave^, and the far greater numberthat 
it may have disaliled.fur life, nr subjected 
to great bodily'siiflferings ; and, so rcllect- 
ing, one cannot help asking what has been 
gained by all this; and, to put this ques¬ 
tion those^ especially arc entitled who 
have constantly endeavoured to conviiicy 
their readers that the species of warfare 
carried on in Poitugal was not calculated 

to insure ultimate benefit.-For my part, 

I never could see, in the retreat of Mas-i 
^sena, any thing favourable to the English 
army, nor any thing Cor that army to be 
proud of, especially as that sanie English 
army, under that same connnander, had, 
not nine monihs beldre rctreated'^ over 
nearly the same distance of ground before 
that same French army, with that same 
Massena at ns head, with this diflerence 
only in the circumstances, that our hrmy 
had in the inienm received most abundarit 
supplies, while that of the French, accord¬ 
ing to, our own account, had been able to 
receive iiq supplies at all. In the pursuit 
of Massena, I saw no official account of 
prisoners taken. 1 saw none of the usual 
indications of defeat or dispersion. I saw 
them moving back, indeed, but I saw 
them constantly ready to turn about;^and 
I could not persuade myself that there 
were any real grounds for that exultation, 
which so generally prevailed, and, for not 
t joining iii which I Was so atrociously 

i abused.--J'here is, liowcvcr, (o(hing 

I rare.in this; it has been but loo often my 
I lot to ex^rerience abuse when I ought- to 
' have received thanks; for certainly if %ny 


ofiice of a public writer is more useful to 
his country than all others put together,*it 
is that of checking the too sanguine ex¬ 
pectations of the people. Indeed, there 
is one and but one safe rule of conduct for 
him to pursue, and that is, to speak the 
truth fas far as he dares) upon ever}^sub¬ 
ject with which he thinks proper to med¬ 
dle, let it please or displease ighomi^nay.* 

Impostor Paper. -Amongst all the 

symptoms of mortality, which corruption 
has exhibited of late years, there is none 
more strong than the imposture, to which 
it is constantly resorting. Some months 
agQ, •• the most thinking people " we^re in¬ 
cessantly plied with intercepted letters from 
Spain and Portugal; containing the most 
distressing accounts of the state of the 
French armies. Some of these letters 
purported to be written by King Joseph 
to his brother the Emperor, in which the 
former complained to the latter of the pe¬ 
rilous situation, in which he had placed 
him. In short, there •has not been, for 
many year.s past, one week without .soipe 
attempt of this sort, for the purpose of 
cheating this most thinking people.” The 
oiher day, when the venal press was com¬ 
pelled to confe.ss that Lord Talavera had 
raised fhe siege of Badajoz, and had, in 
fact, retreated before that enemy, whom, 
it was confidently predicted but a few 
•"days before, that he would speedily attack 
and overthrow; when the venal writers 
were compelled 'to confess this, they did, 
as they always do in like cases, fabricate 
some most bare-faced falsehoods for the 
purpose of breaking the efiect of their bad 
news. Upon this occasion they fabricated 
two falsehoods: one wa^, " glorious news 
•‘from the Mediterranean!” And then fol¬ 
lowed an account of a great victory over 
a French fleet, with the capture qf mne^sail 
of the line. The other, falsehood was, that 
Xreneral Blake, who, with his Spanish 
army, had quitted Lord Talavera, had 
roceoded towards Seville, and having 
een joined by General Graham from Ca¬ 
diz, h'td entered Seville and there captured 
an immense quanjtity of provisions and 

military stores.-No sea fight has*there 

been ; General Blake has not moved an 
inch toward Seville; and General Gra¬ 
ham was, at the time when this lie was fa¬ 
bricated in England, actually landed*in 
Portugal, and <proceeding, as we have 
been since informed, to take a command 
in the army of {..ord Talavera.-^——It must 
have been known, to those who fabricated, 
or who abetted the fabricating, these false- 
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hoods, that they must toon b« detected ; 
but, il was also'well known, to them, that 
they would amist the public, for the space 
of twelve or sixteeu hours; that doubts 
would be excited by them, in the minds of 
some men ; that hopes would be excited 
in the n^nds of others; that, at any rate, 
they would give rise to conversation, make 
a’taik, andvthat, thus, for a day or two the 
attention of pebple would be withdrawn 
from the movements recently made, by 
Lord Talavera ; arib, when two or three 
days were got over, in this manner the 
public would be brought back, by de¬ 
grees, to ^the situation of our own army. 
——No shame have these vile hirelings 
upon being detected in such fadsehoods: 
to lie is their trade, and thby are no more 
ashamed of that trade, than a carpenter is of 

making adoor.-1 now proceed to notice 

shortly the imposture which 1 had in my 
eye in the outset of this article. . It made 
it’s appearance in the Courier News-paper 
of the 30lh iitstant, and thence it was 
copied into the other dtiily papers. It is 
ca]\ed a Frevck state paper, and is said to 
have reached England in this manner: 
having been written by the Duke of Ca- 
DOKE to the French minister resident at 
Peteusburcu, it was given, bythatjni- 
nister, to the llussian government, who 
gave a copy of it to the American minis¬ 
ter at St. PETERsuunGH, Mr John Quin- 
SEY Adams, who sent a copy of it to his 
government, and one to his father, through 
the latter of whom, it found its way into a 
New York news-paper, called the New 
Yori^ Advertiser, dated 24th of June, 
and by iHe means of thut paper, it found 
its way to England. This is the story of 
the Courier.——The paper itself has all 
the internal proofs of being a fabrication ; 
'it bears about it all the marks of impos¬ 
ture ; every sentence tells the man of dis¬ 
cernment -that the paper was written in 
England, and was sent to America, in the 
same manner as the Impostor Pamphlet 
was about eighteen or twenty months a%o, 
by the hands of a poor creature of the 

name of Walsh. -In a future number I 

shall insert the jllaper of isdiich I am now 
speaking* and, then, 1 shall, 1 think, be 
able pretty clearly to show not only the 
object but the origin of it. In the mean 
while I shall point out one circumstance 
tnat cat! leave nordoubt whatever as to the 
fact of its beifig a fabrication.* The paper 
is dated on the 3Dih of October 1801. 
Dates are troublesome things,* when men 
have to tell falsehoods. In this paper, it is 
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said, that the King of England was, by the 
factions, forced to leave unpunished a po- 
I litical agent who deserved to be impeach¬ 
ed for disobeying and disregarding his in¬ 
structions. In a note, it is ^fdd, that Mr. 
Erskine is meant here. The paper gees 
on to say that the factions have forced the 
King to leave mrewarded, another political 
agent, whose firmness, and whose obedi¬ 
ence to the ordeis of his Sovereign, ex¬ 
posed him to public insult and personal 
dangers. In a note this is said to mean 
Mr. Jackson ; and there can be no doubt^ 
that, let who will be the author of the 
paper, these ai*fe the two persons meant in 

this part of if.-Now, th«i, observe, 

that the impostor paper is dated on the 
30th of October, and observe, also, that 
Mr. Jackson did not land in England, 
from America till the 2‘\th of October; 
how, then, could the Duke of Caoorc 
know, when he is said to have written his 
paper, that the King (who, by the by, 
u'lis then confined by his present^malady,) had 
been " forced to leave Mr. Jackson unre- • 
warded Y’ou see, reader, that the thing 
was impossible. The Duke of Cadore, 
though he dates his paper on the 30th of 
October, would scarcely have written it on 
that same day. He would, naturally, date , 
it Oft the day he sent it away, and he would 
as naturally write it, some days before, 
leaving time, of course, for it to be sub¬ 
mitted to the Emperor. But, upon the 
supposition that he wrote it on the very 
day that he daied it, it was utterly im¬ 
possible for him to know, on that day, 
that Mr. jAcifsoN Vas not to be rewarded, 
because there were only six days between 
the landing of Mr. Jackson, at Ports¬ 
mouth, and the date of the Duke of Ca- 
dore’s paper at Paris; and, in the space 
of six djys,* it was not wery likely that 
even Mr. JACKsoN himself should know 
whether he was to be rewarded or not; 
ahd how* then, should the fact become 

known to the Duke of Cadore ?- It is 

^ery clear, therefore, that the paphr is a 
fabrication, and that it has been written 
since it has been ascertained that Mr. 
jAcftsoN is not to be rewarded, or, at 
least, not rewarded to the extent which 
some people may, perhaps, have expected; ' 

• and, really, this part of the fabricated 
paper does seem to point out the origin of 
the whole thing. But, more of this in niy 

next. * _ 

. • W**. COBBETT. 

SkeUe Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

August 2, 18tl. 

* • . • • 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. * 

Fiunce. - Intdl^enee from (he Armies in 

i^atn. 

(Cvncludedfromp. 128.) 

I^was one ftf\he ^est military feats on re¬ 
cord. The lots 01 the English in the siege 
of Bad^oz may be estimated at 9,C>00 men 
at least; the Portuguese and Spaniards 
h^ve also Aistained some loss.—On trans¬ 
mitting to your Highness the Journal of the 
siege, [ shall have the honour of present¬ 
ing you witii the npmes of those who dit- 
ihigujsh themselves, and who have de¬ 
served the favour of the Enl^ieror, that you 
may represent their conddet accordingly. 
—The Chief of battalion Lemarre com¬ 
manded the engineers ; the Chief of bat¬ 
talion Colin, the artillery ; the latter fell 
sick during the siege: he was well se¬ 
conded by Colonel Conzales, and the 
Chief of battalion Horre. both in the ser¬ 
vice of his Catholic Majest 5 \ I rdgret 
th^ I cannot, in this first report, mention 
the ngmes of*all the brave men,—General 
PhiJippon praises^he firmnes.sof character 
which Mr. Tberan, the Royal Commissary 
of the Province, has displayed, as well as 
the principal beads of the tjpanish Adini- 
nistration w^io were in Badajoz-—On the 
]3th the enemy having learned the n\pve- 
ments of our armies, began to withdraw 
their besieging artillery; on the ]7lh all 
their troops had disappeared : on the Iblh 
the communication with Badajoz was «re- 
opened by means of parties which arrived 
there by both baaks of the Guadiana. 
On the 20ih I arrived afBadkjoz, with the 
Duke of Ragusa.—Thus the enemy have 
derived from their late expedition into 
Estremadura, and their attack on Badajoz, 
only the disgrace of having failed in both 
enterprises.—T4e loss of the English is at 
least 8,000 of their own troops ;’the Por¬ 
tuguese have lost 3 or -1,000; and the 
Spaniards as many : they have* procured 
new triumphs to the arms of the Emperor, 
and have ascertained in favour of the im* 
perial army the signal victory wIRch was 
gained at Albuera on the 16th ult. where 1 
accomplished the main object I hati in 
view—that of making a diversion in favour 
of Badajoz, and of enabling that .fortress 
to prolong its resistance. It is now evi-, 
dent tbfU the biltle of Albuera gained us 
at least 20 days, during which time we 
were enabled to luabe arrangements for 
bringiog up new reinforcements, and the 
army of Puitogal was able to take part in 
the operations j thus, the aeoonfl object 


which I bad in view in making my first 
movenient, has been also accomphsbed; 
and the troops which fought at Albuera 
have not ceased a single day to act upon' 
the oflensive against the enemy-—I have 
the honour to transmit to your Highness 
the General Orders which 1 ye^erday is¬ 
sued to the army.—I am, &c. 

Marshal the Lhike ofJjALMATix. 
Badajoz, June 21, 1811. • ’ 7 - 

' • 

Imprkial Aumt of ifHE Sooth of Sfain. 

General Orders. 

The General in Chief hastens to inforni 
the army, that the imperial arm^ of Por¬ 
tugal is -in combined operation with the 
army of the South ; the junction was ef¬ 
fected three days ago at Merida.—^I'lie 
General in Chief also announces the deli¬ 
verance of Badajoz, and he presents as an 
example of experience, zeal, and valour, 
the chiefs and brave garrison of 'that im¬ 
portant fortress, of which the Gen. of Bri¬ 
gade Philippon is Governor; a great num¬ 
ber of soldiers of all ranks have distin¬ 
guished themselves during the siege ; 
their names shall be laid before the .Em¬ 
peror, and the rewards which they have 
deserved shall be solicited.—The defence 
of Badajoz will be cited in military annals 
as one of the most remarkable exploits of 
war. The Anglh-Portuguese and Spanish 
army has successively attempted the 
siege, and lias suffered very considerable 
losses ; within the last twenty days three 
breaches were made ; one in the body of 
the fortress, and two in Fort Sail Clp-isto- 
<ral; the enemy twice assaulted that Fort, 
and vvas twice repulsed, leaving the ditches 
filled with bis dead- The Joss of the Eng. 
lish in the siege of Badajoz is estimated at 
3,000 men; there are in the fortress snmr 
hundreds of their prisoners.—The .General 
of Brigade Philippon,-and tiie b/ave garri- 
son of Badajtiz, have covered themselves 
with glory by their brilliant defence,— 
Tills important event ascertains the vic¬ 
tory which the Army of the South gained 
on the banks of the Albuera, on the I6tk 
ult. over the .^nglo-Porttnguese and Spa¬ 
nish army. On that memorable day, 
20,000 French fought 43,000 enemies, and 
inflicted on them a very great loss; that 
of the English amounts, by their ovvii con¬ 
fession, to 3,000 mefl, of evhom l,090we1^ 
made prisoners ; six cbiourssind five can¬ 
non were also taken‘from them. The 
Spaniiwds and Portuguese acknowledge 
that they loit more tbaa 3,000 nen. We 
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had also to regret a great namber of brave 
men ; rfur loss, however,'did not amount 
. to one half of that of the entuny; but the 
•object which the General in Chief had in 
vi^w was accomplished; he wished to 
make a diversion in favour of Badajoz, and 
retard the niurks of the siege. The enemy 
could not prevent that object from being 
^ atta'ined ; fo* during the battle General 
Philippon made a*sally, and destroyed tl\,e 
works of attack which the Engli»h had 
erected ; thus the defence could be pro¬ 
longed for at least 20 days, and the neces¬ 
sary time was gained for combining, with 
the imperial army of Portugal, a grand 
.movement which entirely relieved Bada¬ 
joz. The English, then, have onlyderived 
from their late expedition fnto Estrema- 
dura, the disgrace of having attempted it, 
*a loss of 8,000 of their nation, and of .5 or 
6,000 Spaniards and Portuguese, and they 
have procured new triumphs for the; Impc- 
riaf armies.—The General-in-chief has al- 
' ready laid before the Emperor, the natnes 
. of the soldiers of all rank* who distinguish¬ 
ed themselves at tlie battle of Albuera, at 
the same time that he mentioned the corps 
which' signalised themselves by their va¬ 
lour. lie will hasten to announce the re¬ 
wards, which on his application, his M^- 
■ jfsty shall have deigned to grant. 

Marshal Duke of Dalmatia. 
Gencral-in-chief of the Army of the botilh. 

Mocquery, Adj. Commandant. 


PoKTUOAL AND SPAlN- TaLAVERa’s WaRS. 

—Dispatches from Lord Viscount Ta- 
LAVEKA and from the Duke of Dalma- 
1 lA, with a I^roclatmiion bp the latter; 
which Documents carry down the War to 
the‘ Is/ qf July, 1S 1 1. 

Proclamat ion qf tke Duke of Dalmatia, 
(Marshal Soult), 9th June, 1811. 

Fellow Soldiers; A month has not 
elapsed since your arms were crowneS 
with triumph on the plains of Albuera, 
and since the enemy trembled at ib^ 
•thunder of your Irliilery. •Discomfited 
they fle^, *and left their cannon and tlieir 
standards in your possession. Soqn you 
' shall have another opportunity of display¬ 
ing your valour, if tht;English will ven- 
tura to 'give it and with another 
glorioufi and decisive victory,* you shall 
termiaate the war 'in the Peninsula--— 
Badajoz, besieged on every aide; bom¬ 
barded without intermission during twelve 


successive days and nights, and surrouiKled 
by enemies for nearly two niooths, has 
bravely resisted every effort; still will the 
noble garrison disappoint the intentions of 
the foe, and reply to their summonses^ 
from the mouth of the cannon,Veturiiing^ 
defiance for the empty threats of the 
assailants. * Marshal Beresford and all his 
Portuguese were unequal to accomplish 
its fall. The aid of the BritiVfi Co-c- 
niander in Chief will also be inetfeciual, 
and if by delays, retreats, and maiioeuvi'ea 
of every kind, they majs avert the blow 
for a time, yet it must and shall fall, and 
with such a wei^t as to crush our oppo¬ 
nents. — Comrades, in this conflict the 
British are not the greatest sufibrers r No. 
It is the unhappy Portuguese nation that 
is borne down by the burden of affliction. 
A people whom the Emperor wishes to 
make truly happy—a people possessing 
within themselves all means of felicity— 
a peuf>le who wish to .retain those bless¬ 
ings—but a people decuivedj betrayed, 
insulted, ruined, and trampled upon-«-not 
by us, who are miscalled tnvaders, but by 
the English, the real invaders of Portugal 
aijfi Spain. I'hat people now see tlieir 
error, but too late. They now know their 
friends, and would willingly stretcIs forth 
the hand of peace, but it is withered by 
the machiiuniuns of England. —Let us 
then, iny Countrymen, avenge their cause. 
Let ns be the advocates of the oppressed^ 
not by w'ords but d_eeds. Already we 
are in a situation to meet the English, if 
they dare to accept our defiance. They 
will not U’fiile* tbejr can avoid it, but it 
‘will soon b^c out of their power to refuse; 
and they will shrink in vain from that 
blow, which ihey have neither the streoglli 
to meet, nor the resolution to oppose. 

Extract of*a Dispatch from 'Lord Viscount 
Talavera, Sluiiita St.Joao, 20th June, ISM. 

The ene'my moved forward his ad¬ 
vanced guard, consisting of about 10,000 
m#a, to Los Haiitos, on Uie morning of the 
i.3th.—«I?pon tills occasion Lieutenant 
Streenuwiiz, of the 21st light dragoons, 
wasi^nt out by Major-General Sir WiJ- 
Ifam Erskine. to recoanoitre the enemy, 
with a snail detachment ol' the 2nd Hu*- 
•ars and 3rd Dragoon Gua^ls, which dis¬ 
tinguished themselves in an attack upon a 
superior nitraber of the enemy, and took 
some prisoners.—1 h&d arranged that the 
cavalry aRd*2iid and 4th divisions of (he 
allied Briiiah and Portogoe8e''army', and 
the corps of Spanish troops under Gmwratl 
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Blake, should collect if the enemy should 
advance to interrupt the siege or blockade 
of Badajoz; and I went to Albuera on 
that night to superintend the movements 
of the tro^*(i^.—I also moved, on the night 
o( the 13th, General Hamilton’s Division 
from the Blockade of Badajo^, with an 
intention to stop the enemy in case the 
Army of the South alone should have 
moved forward. — On the 14th, in the 
night. Lieutenant Ayling, of the 40lh re¬ 
giment, who had been employed to ob¬ 
serve the movements of the enemy, arrived 
at Albuera with the account, that the 
advanced guard of the enemy’s Army of 
Portugal from Castile bad entered Truxillo 
at noon the 13th, which, confirmed the 
other accounts which I had received of 
their progress up to the 12th, and as from 
Truxillo they ntight have been at Merida 
on the 15th, and in communication with 
the Army of the South, I determined to 
raise the blockade of Badajoz, and tnat all 
the allied troops should cross the Guadiana 
on tile 17th. This was accordingly ef¬ 
fected without chfBculty or loss of any de¬ 
scription ; and General Blake likewise 
crossed w'ith his corps atJuranienha on 
the 17th.—Since that period, the allied 
British and Portuguese army have been 
encamped in the woods upon the Cay a 
about Torre de Mouro, having their right 
upon the Ponte de Cay a; the 3rd and. ,7 th 
divisions and Brigadier-General Madden’s 
cavalry being in Campo Mayor. 'And 
the troops which had been under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant'Gei^eral Sir Brent 
Spencer on the frontiers of Castile, have 
crossed the Tagus at Villa VeRia in pro-* 
portion as the enemy have crossed that 
river at Almaraz. The whole are now 
upon the Caya, between this place and 
Arronches.—’The enemy’s advance have 
appeared in the neighbourhood of Bada¬ 
joz this day, and I conceive that their 
whole army will be collected*to-morr6w. 
—The enemy have collected upon this 
occasion all their force from Castile, their 
whole force from Madrid, and what is 
called their Centre army, and all their 
force from Andalusia, excepting wViat is 
absolutely necessary to maintain their 
position before Cadiz, and that held by 
Sebastian! in‘the eastern kingdoms of 
Andalusia.—^I'be enemy have abandoned 
Old and New Castile, with the exception 
of a small garrison In Madrid, and have 
risked every' thing in all partl’of Spain, in 
order to colledt this large army in Estre- 
madura. 


Di^atch of the Dulce of Dalmatia, (pub¬ 
lished Faris,'25th July), dated Badajoz, 
24/A Jmbc, 1811. 

Monseigneur; Yesterday all the ca¬ 
valry of the armies of Portugal and of the 
Soutb^ were marched to rec^noitre the 
enemy’s line. The Marshal I/uke of Ra- 
gusa directed General Montbrun .upon 
Campo Mayor, where-he fbicnd 1,200 ' 
Portuguese horse, and two Anglo-Portu- * 
guese divisions. Tjiure was no engage¬ 
ment on this point.—I had ordered Gene¬ 
ral Latour Maubourg to direct the column, 
of dragoons commanded by General Bron 
towards Viilaviciosa; he encountered no 
eneiny,and returned without having pushed 
on so far as Utat place.—General Latour 
Maubourg having crossed the fords of the 
Guadiana, between .Turamenha and the . 
mouth of the Caza, with the rest of the 
cavalry of the army of the South, advanced 
straight upon Elvas. The column on the 
right,*comnianded by General Briche, oc¬ 
cupied forsometiqie five English squadrons, 
which were opposed to it; while the bri- ~ 
gade of General Bouvier-des-Eclats, at the 
head of which was the 1st regim,ent of 
the Vistula, manoeuvred on their right. 
This movement succeeded ; tuio squadrons 
of the 11/A regiment, called the English Light 
Horse, and of the Hanoverian Hussars, were 
destroyed; 3 officers and \50 horsemen, with 
their horses, remained in our power; the 
enemy had besides a good many killed, 
and a great number wounded. The 2nd 
and 10th were principally engaged ; this 
ail'air does them honour. Colonel Lalla- 
mant was slightly wounded, and^lso 10 
horsemen. Ten other English squadrons 
remained at a respeotful distance, and did ' 
not choose to engage.—According to the 
information which has been collected, it 
would appear that there has been a sepa¬ 
ration of the allied a,rmy. It is said, that 
the Spanish troops, commanded by Gene¬ 
ral Blake, are returning towards the mouth ' 
qt'the Guadiana, and the county of Nieblaj . 
that the English and Portuguese have al¬ 
ready filed off troops towards the Tagus, 
and sent their baggag^e to Lisbon; that 
Lord Wellington has directedvhis march* 
towards Lisbon; and that the enemy have 
sent to that city more than 8,00o skk or 
wounded. , The arrival of a considera¬ 
ble reinforcement from Engian4 is also 
announced, which was landed a few days 
ago at Lisbon. The regiment of Light 
Horse which met with the check before 
Elvas, of which 1 have just spokeni had 
joined the army, three days before. 
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Sxtract^i^ a BUtpatchfrom Talavera. At 
Suinta St. Joao, 27th June, 1811. 

■ The enemy made a great reconnoissance 
with a very large body of cavalry upon 
Elvas and Campo Mayor on the 22nd in¬ 
stant. Tly cavalry of the Army of the 
South went upon Elvas from the neigh- 
boorhood o&Olivevca. and the woods be¬ 
tween th<t towtf and Badajoz; and tlje 

' cavalry of the Army of Portugal upon 
l^ampo Mayor, from’the neighbourhood 
of Badajoz. The former succeeded in 
cutting off a piquet of the 11th Dragoons, 
which had been posted on the Cay a, in 
front of Elf as, under the command of Cap- 
" tain Lutyens, mistook a body*of the 
enemy’s Hussars for a bodj^" of oors sent 
to his support. The 2nd Hussars, also, 

• which were.on the Guadiana, on the right 
of Elvas, suffered on their retreat towards 
Elvas. The enemy were kept in. check 
in 4he neighbourhood of Campo Mayor 
by the Hon. Major Gen. De Gray’s bri¬ 
gade of Portuguese cavalry, and they rc- 

■ tired without seeing the position of our 
troops. Since that day they have made 
no movement of importance. Their array 
is along the Guadiana between Badajoz 
and Merida, and their principal occupa- 

. tion appears to be to procure subsistence. 
They are already beginning to experience, 
in some degree, the effects of drawing to¬ 
gether, in i^iremadura, their whole force, 
t^neral Bonnet has evacuated the Astu¬ 
rias. Don Jul^n Sanchez ^as‘possession 
•f the open, country in Old Castile, and 
■has recently intercepted a valuable con¬ 
voy of money and provi.sions on the road 
from Salamanca to Ciudad Rodrigo; and 
1 learn from Valladolid, that a very valu- 
. able convoy, consisting of Joseph Buona¬ 
parte’s baggage and property, has been 
intercepted by Mina, near Vittoria. Gen. 
Blake crosse4 the Guadiana (as had been 
. arranged) on the 22nd instant, and I un- 
' derstand was at Castillegos on the 24th. 

I 

Dispatch from the Duke qf Dalmatia, ha- 
dajoz, 28(5 June, 1811. 

^ Monseigneur; The enemy’s army, 
.. which ha^^ecrossed the Guadiana, con¬ 
tinues its retreat. It is at this moment 
,three marches distant from us. It would 
appear to have given u|> Spain entirely, 
and'to b»concentrating itself for the de¬ 
fence of Lisboit.—LoH Wellirfgton, on 
the 26tb of June, had already his head¬ 
quarters at Portalegre. More than 8,000 
sick and wounded ^glUh have (teen sent off 
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to Lisbon, with all the hemp baggage. The 
Spaniards have separated from them, 00(2 
have marched towards the mouth of the 
Guadiana.—The remains of six English 
regiments which were destrogf;^ in the 
battle of Albuera are returned to Englaodj* 
There were left of these regiments only 
some officers and subalterns.—According 
to information collected from inha¬ 
bitants, the English, in that baule, had 
6,500 men, killed, wounded, and taken. 
Many of the wounded are dead. The 
Spaniards and Portugucst^Iost 4,000 men. 
The loss of the |nemy was triple our’s. 
On the night also of the 17th, the enemy 
bad begun his retreat; and he wduld have 
recrossed the Guadiana, had I thought it 
right to continue the attack; but the 
junction of the Spaniards, on which I had 
not calculated, having presented too great 
a mass of troops, 1 did not think it proper 
to do so. 1 had besides been informed, 
that th*e siege of Badajcffi had been raised, 
and that the artillery had been withdrawn, 
which gave me a respite of two monthk to 
come to the relief of that fortress .—The 
English are very much dissatisfied with Gene¬ 
ral Jieresford, who has been suspended and 
sent to England, for having exposed the Eng¬ 
lish troops, and spared the Fortuguesf and 
It is true that the latter, who 
were more numerous, were less exposed 
than the English, and suffered less loss.— 
A GREAT NUMBER OF DESERTERS 
FROM THE ENGUSH ARMY COME 
IN TO US. They all assert, that the 
English feel the[r inability to support the 
contest in Spain; anti every thing induces 
me to think^ that, when the army of reserve, 
which your Highness has announced to me, 
shall have arrived upon Almeida, they will be 
convinced of the impossibility even of 
maintaining; themselves at Lisbon.—The 
English have experienced a great want of 
provisions and of money. Money is be- 
come'very scarce with titem; they no longer 
scatter if with the same profusion. They at- 
trib^e this to the utfavourable state qf*the 
exc5ange.«-The breaches in the fortress of 
•Badajoz are repairing with the greatest 
activit/. The place has been re-victualled 
for seven months: we have just disco* 
vered a new magazine of 100,000 weight 
of^unpowder, which bad bq^n concealed 
in the vaults.—I have caused Olivonza to 
be erased. 

Extract of a IDispatch from Talavera, dated 
Siuinta ke St. Joao, 1st July, 1811. 

SiQca I wrote on the 27th of JuBe> the 
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enemy hare withBrawn the great fotce 
which they had in the neighbourhood of 
Badajoz.' Lieottnant-General Sir Staple- 
ton Cottotj reconnoitred, with part of the 
cavalry, taKing the Xevora and the Gua- 
''diana as far as'Montigo, on the 5nd inst. 
and found no troops excepting a small 
body of infantry and cavalry at Montigo ; 
and near Badajoz the cavalry belonging 
to the garrison.—By all accounts, the 
Army of Portugal are on the right df the 
Guadiana, between Montanches and Me¬ 
rida, keeping a* small post at Montigo; 
and the Army of the South on the left of 
that rivM, extending their left towards 
Zafra.—The enemy have withdrawn froAi 
Badajoz their train of artillery with which 
the place was taken, and have sent it to 
the southward.—A part of General Bon¬ 
net's troops, whose evacuation of the 
Asturias has been confirmed, have gone 
to Leon; and I have a Report fron> Gene¬ 
ral Silveira, of th'e 25th of June, stating 
that the enemy had, on the I Pth, eva¬ 
cuated Astorga. By accounts from Val¬ 
ladolid, it appears, that Marshal Bessiercs 
bad quitted that place the 12th, with all 
the troops he could collect, and went to 
Rio Seco, from whence he moved, on the 
ISlli, towards Benavente.—The Guerilla 
force appears to be increasing in nbmbers, 
activity, and boldness, in all the northern 
parts of Spain. —I have no aiuhenlic ac¬ 
counts of 'General Blake's movements 
since the 27 th of June, on which ^ay his 
head-quarters were at Alosno, in the Con- 
dado de Nicbla, anri hisradvanced-guard, 
under General Baiiasteros, at El Cerio. 


SjfAiN.— Tarragona. —Paris, 25lh July, 
1811 .-^Literal Translation of a Report 
tf the Siege of Tarragoha, which Gene- 
RAi. Contreras, Ex-Governor qf that 
placet addressed to the Council of Regency. 

On the 28th instant (May) at day¬ 
break, the enemy opened his fire to baiter 
in breach the curtain of the /ront of St. 
John, at the angle which it form? with the 
left flank of the bastion of St. Paql. Our* 
artillery and our infantry behaved heroic¬ 
ally ; they several times succeeded in 
silendng their fire, and retarifing an ope- 
ration which threatened us with an_%s- 
sault—nie situation of Tarragona became 
at this moment impost critical; for, from 
the want of shipping, of time and oppor¬ 
tunity, 1 foond it impoasiole for me to 
save my garrison by sea; as little could 
. 1 do so by land, bacaase thq enemy sur¬ 

• * I. 


rounded me with all hia ariny, nod awaited 
my .sallying out to drive me, back.—To 
speak of capitulation was unworthy of the . 
heroic defence which the place had made.' 
The Marquis of Campoverde had promised 
to present himself with an army for ray 
relief; the English had arrived two days 
before with another division of troops lor 
my support, but they oijj not resolvfi upon ^ 
disembarking when they saw tne danger^ 
in which the place was of being invested; 
and thus, in spite ot the aid of our troops, 
and the presence of oiir allies, I saw my¬ 
self reduced to my own soldiers.—In thi.s 
state of things, knowing the, Sclivity of 
the enemy, who would not lo.se a moment, 
in attacking^mc before the ill-combined 
operation for raising the siege could be 
carried into effect, an operation which 
lasted a number of days, I took that mea¬ 
sure which was due to Spanish honour, 
to niy character, to my personal reputa¬ 
tion ;■ and resolved to die fighting, rather 
than think of a surrender.—I saw before¬ 
hand the two consequences wlikh my re¬ 
sistance would infallibly produce: either 
the confusion, the defeat, the flight of the 
enem}', if I was victorious ; or. if I failed, 
and the enemy penetrated into the place, 
a horrible carnage of my soldiers and of 
the inhabitants. — But in foreseeing all 
this, in determining to receive and to repel 
the French upon the breach, I again con¬ 
sulted, whether my force was capable of 
that enterprise, one of tjie most heroic 
which the war presents, and to which few 
men know bow to make up tifeir minds.— 
In reality I knew that f had 8til!*8,00() of 
the best and most warlike troops of Spain, 
who had immortalized themselves in the 
defence of Tarragona, and to whom only 
this last effort was wanting for the com¬ 
pletion of their work.—Resolved, then^ to 
resist the assaults of the enemy, I placed, 
in the face of the breach, two battalions 
of provincial grenadiers and the regiment 
of Almeria, with orders not to fire a single 
mttsket, and to throw themselves upon tbe 
breach as soon as the French should ap¬ 
pear there, in order to drive back their 
column at the point of the bayonet (ror.it 
was thus-that this terrible operatioh w-as^ 
to be executed); and on compelling them 
to retire, such a terrible carnage was to 
be made among them, that they should 
not dare.to return,allefcond time.—I dis¬ 
tributed among the,soldiers wine, brandy, 
and tobacco. 1 spoke to them myself so 
as to inflame their coui^ge; and I took all 
the precautioits which were proper to be 



IW] AUGUSTS, 1811—0^0/fliW, 


taken under such circUBwtanceg. The re- 
ault drd not aniiwer my expectations/ Our 
troops received the French With a 
ness worthy of admiration; but they dtd 
not altogether follow my instructions, 
which were to attack the assailing column 
in its advance ; and the regiment*of AU 
meria soon yielded the ground which it 
occupied ibr tho purpose of supporting 
the grertadiers, 'and acting as a reinforce- 
eheht and a reserve.—At last 1,500 of the' 
enemy’s grenadiers,’ supported by 5 or 
6,000 men, without reckoning the bulk of 
the army of Suchet which surrounded the 
place onfall sides, entered the breach. 
Our troops began to retil'e in disorder 
from the wall; and although all the of- 
iicers and myself made every effort to 
stop them, and prevail upon them to 
charge the enemy anew, and defend them¬ 
selves in the streets, this was impossible ; 
the soldiers thinking to find safety in 
flight, threw themselves down on the side 
towards the sea, leaped over the walls and 
palHsades, and attempthd to escape ; but 
they were taken by the enemy’s troops, 
who invested us on the Barcelona side of 
the place.—rln proportion as our troops 
gave way, the enemy occupied the ram¬ 
parts of the old and new town, and 
tered the streets, where alhwere killed or 
wounded without distinction of class, age, 
or sex. This tragedy was only less cruel, 
because the French officers, full of gene¬ 
rosity, saved ail they could, aijd even ex¬ 
posed themselves to become the victims 
of their own soldiers, who, burning with 
the tiurst of carnage, thought only of 
slaughtering.-—At this moment, running 
myself to the gate of San Magin, to col¬ 
lect there, if possibfe, some soldiers, in 
order to charge the enemy, to save them 
during the night, or to attempt to break 
through,.! was wounded in the belly by 
the stroke of a bayonet, and made prisoner 
by an enemy’s'detachment. The report 
then spread, that I was killed ; and tlj^e 
general disorder increased to such a de¬ 
gree, that the soldiers might be seen 
tiirowing away their arms, taking to flight* 
.and thus falling Into the trends of their 
•nemiesritho made them all prisoners.— 
Tarragona, in fine, after one of the most 
obstinate sieges, "during which I left un¬ 
tried none of those nieasures which are 
dic’tatedHry the aetQf defence, and which 
the smallness <Jf my force and means per¬ 
mitted, Tarragona fell, amidst the horrors 
drawn on by the heroism of 8 garrison 
which shut its oars to all proposals for 


capitufation, on the 28th of June, It day 
that will be memorable in future titoes for . 
the tragical end of this ancient capital of 
Spain, which has been conde'jnned to sdn 
i(s temples and edifices destroyed, during 
the siege, by more that! 4,000 bombs ^ 
grenades, ^ad an innumerable quantity of 
bullets and of balls, which filled with 
terror the isles of Majorca and^Minorca, 
and the coasts of the Mediterranean, the 
hospitals of which are filled with its 
wounded defenders; which, in short, has < 
seen at the last moment'hf its existence so 
many victims slaughtered.—On the fol¬ 
lowing day. General Count Suchet caused 
"'me to be conveyed on a litter to his head¬ 
quarters at Constant!, where I found Ge¬ 
nerals Courten, Cabrer, Brigadier Mesina, 
and other Chiefs, who had been made 
prisoners, with 7,800 men, of whom 400 
were officers, who have been conducted 
to Frjince. The General sent for nie, and 
in presence of the principal officers of bis 
army, openly told me, that I was the cause 
of all the horrors his troops had committed 
in Tarragona, because I h'kd defended my¬ 
self beyond the limits prescribed by the 
laws of war; and that these laws autho- 
rised him to punish me even with death, 
for not having demanded a capitulafion as 
soon as the breach was practicable ; that 
on entering by assault, he had a right to 
put,every thing to fire and sword ; and 
that, by consequence, the besieged ought 
to have hung out the white flag, as soon 
as the breach was opened.— I replied, that 
if it was true,.,that, the laws of war pre¬ 
scribed, that if the assailant enter, he may 
deliver up, a town and its inhabitants lo 
plunder, flames, and the sword; and that 
they in consequence indicate, that jthc 
moment when, the assault is about to take 
place is the time to capitulate; these 
same laws, however, do not prohibit the 
garrison to defend itself, and endeavour t« 
repel the assailants; that I had resisted, 
because I had a force sufficient to repel 
hia, which would doubtless have been the 
case had my dispositions been obeyed in 
the way that I ordered them; that, be¬ 
sides, 1 expected succours on the day fol¬ 
lowing, both from Campoverde, and from 
the sea, ftc.; that having resisted until 
the breach was practicableist should have 
passed for a coward, had I not dared to 
defend it; and, in short, that no Jaw for¬ 
bad me to repel the* assaults.-—General 
Suchet, coilvfbced by the powerful-reasoiis 
which I gave him, treated me, at last, as 
well as the other general and private 
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officers, with all the dUiinction which his troops; I replied, that if he would 
we had merited by our resistance, — disembark, and enter the place, he should 
The garrison behaved heroically in the be received with joy, and treated as be 
defence up to the moment of the assault; deserved ; that he had only- to choose the 
it then shety^ some weakness, the soldier point which he wished to defend, and that 
gfeve way and was intimidated. The offi- I should Immediately consent to it. —If 
cers, on the contrary, always bel^aved per- the Mavquis of Canipoverde ha«i not pro- 
fectly well, and sabre in hand, made the raised to come to our relief, without keep- 
greater efforts to keep the soldiers to ing his promise; if General M(randa*had 
tbeir duly, and to collect them in order nol;sliewn himself in the place wida bis di- 
that they might resist and attack the vision, only to appear and disappear, fik? 
French, who were pursuing and cutting a flash of lightning ;*if the English divi- 
them down in the Ureets. But their terror sion had never come in sight; if the gar- 
increased every momen^ and they let risen, in short, had not been told every 
theouelves be sabred even by us, without day and hour of its last exlreniHy, that it 
even then** resolving to recommence the* was about lobe relieved j convinced, then, 
combat.—^Every thing has copspired that it Imd to depend only on its own 
against this poor garrison. Campoverde, slrengih, it wohld have done a great deal 
on leaving it, himself promised to come more; but this assemblage of circurn- 
^eedily to its relief and deliverance, and stances, so good and excellent in appear- 
never did so, though he daily renewed his ance, but most pernicious in reality, be- 
promises, as may be seen from a great cause th^y rested on no plan, good or bad. 
Dumber of letters which I have preserved, discouraged the garrison, and have been 
and of which I send copies subjoined, the cause of that fatality, by which it lost 
The kingdom of Valencia sent to the aid all the merit which it had acquired dp to 
of the place, Geberal Miranda, with a dl- the moment of assault.—A great number 
vision of the troops of that kingdom, who of officers fled from Tarragona to avoid 
landed at Tarragona, and . the following the hardships and fbe danger, some*wilh- 
day re-embarked, and was to join the out permission, others soliciting it upon 
army 'of Campoverde. An English divi- pretexts that were far from honourable, 
sion made its appearance on tlie»2Gth. others feigning sickness, others, in short. 
Colonel Skerret, who commanded it, came committing acts of baseness to conceal 
on shore to confer with me. On the ;j7th their pusillanimity, and these not only 
the English engineers came to reconnoitre merit no distinction, but ought to be 
the front of attack; and, convinced that cashiered, otherwise they will still have 
the place was incapable of resistance, they the impudence to appear with their deco- 
returned to their ships ; sp that they all ration, and say that they were at the siege, 
kept aloof from the place, though they —The greater part of the corps weas conj^ 
had come to relieve it. Thi? abandon-* manded by Captains, from the want of 
ment on thg part of those who came in the Commandants who had departed, 
order to save it was the worst of all: it These captains ought tube colonels, and 
made such an impression on the spirits of those wlio have gone off, and have been 
the soldiers, that they began, to foresee amusing themselves at Villanueva and 
that they were lost; tliey were cast down; elsewhere, should be dismissed the service; 
they only continued their i-esistance in otherwise, justice will not be done, ^nd it 
consequence of my continual exhortali'ons, is necessary that justice should be done, 
because they saw my coolness, and the —As to myself, I have never asked any 
conhdence vmich 1 felt, that if.they ejee- filing, and I wish nothing else at present 
Cttted my orders the French would never but to be exchanged if possible. I anxi- 
effect an entrance. These rea.vonings ‘ously wish to re-enter the held; and in 
were only of weight for a few hours ; the the mean time I hope ^hat my wife, whq 
idea of seeing themselves abandoned soon is at Majorca, will receive a ]latrt of my 
laid bold of their minds, and completely pay, a thing, however, which 1 should not 
iubdned the%—^The English Command- ask, if my property was not in the power 
ant cuae on the evening of the 26t.h, and of the enemy, 
asked nie wbet 1 wished he should do whb (To be conlmucd.J • 
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Let l^im who fairly wins receive the prize.”- D«vd*i; 
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• • SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
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. TAl.^» era's Waus (continued froifi page 

144).-'\i ilie p^ge, here referred to, 1 

brought ODVvn tli^ history of these wars to 
the raising of tlie siege of Baditjoz. 1 
shall, now c'lininue it to the date of the 
dispatoiies last published, and, as tl^ 
reader will perceive from thf following 
document, 1 have now atn additional mo- 
tire to execute this task of historian with 
zeal and fidelity. “ Extraobdinaut Pro- 
" CRAM.—The whole Nation and all Eu- 
rope being sensible of the immortal 
. •• services which Marshal Geft^ral Lord 
** Viscount Wellington, and his illustrious 
" companions in armf, have done, and are 
*' doing, to the Prince Regent, our Sove- 
*' reign, to our country, and to the whole 
« human race, promising ourselves, from 
“ the glorious victories achieved by them, 
" by Marshal Sir William Carr Beresford, 
■« and by the other Generals of the Allied 
" Annies, the most fortunate result of the 
•• obstinate conflict in which we are en- 
*' gaged with the common enemy; it is 
" the duty of every Portuguese to join 
*' according to his ability, ia perpetuating 
** the memory of such signal exploits, not 
only In testimony of the gratitude of a 
“ ff^ople towards their benefactor, but ^o 
*' the end that our posterity may receive 
" in the heroic actions of this great Gene- 
" ral, and the gallant warriors who tri- 
*' nmphed under his command, glorious 
" examples of the most undaunted valour,. 
" military skill,coolness, prudence, huma- 
nity, and .steadiness in defending the 
** rights of the allied Sovereigns. From 
" all these considerations, the above-n^en- 
" mentioned highly-deserving Portuguese 
" promises the reward of a gold me^t, 

•• the value of SC^OOO reals, to the Author*of 
** a Tre atise upon the subject proposed, 
** unu? thefollowingtitle"MEMOIRS 
" *• Fo» A History or the Camfaigns of 
** " Marshal General'Lord Vise. Wel-' 
" " lihcton, in Po%togal and Sfain, to 
*•«' ThE END or T^E Yeae 1811 .” This 
" reward sh*all be adjudged to the writer, 
who, in the opiaioi\ of the Academy, 
^ inn done tht most justice *df the subject. 


! " —^The terms of the program are, that 
" the Memirirs be written it) Portuguese, 
" English, or French; that they be tranl- 
" mitted to the Secretary of the Academy, 
" at the end of Mail's 12, to be judged 
" according to the established regulations. 
*' And tiiat riie names of thd* authors be 
" contained in sealed paper% having the 
" same device with tha Memoirs, to ha 
" opened only in the event of being sue* 
" cessful. — John William Christian 
" Miller, Secretary to the Academy.— 

Secretary's Office, June 12, 1811.”-^ 

Fifty thousand reals do not, 1 believe, 
amount to more tjian about 150 golden 
guineas; but, if I obtain that sum, I shall 
be quite satisfied. And, it Is not, j assure 
Sir Vicary Gibbs, the," base lucre" which 
stimulates me. It is not the money, so 
much as the medal, that I am anxious to 
‘ win; and, most assuredly, I shall, if I 
have life and health, put in my claim. 
For, though this Academy, if it be like 
mdst others, will not like to patronize a 
writer, in whose work truth will be a prin- 
eipal ingredient, I will, at least, put them 
tq the test; and, if they reject my claim, 
the world will be able to judge of them as 
well as of the rival historians. I do not 
much relishstbe putting olT of the period 
of payment till May, 1812; for, we live 
in ticklish times; we live in times when 
so many and such great changes are con¬ 
tinually occurring, that there docs not 
appear to rae to be any very solid ground 
to hopesfor payment, uiifess that payment 
is to take place in a few hours after the 
fpoch with which the history is to close. 
However, I must stand my cnailce as well 
as others; and the only thing I sliajj insist 
«upon i% that, if I win, a realgo/dielt medal 
shaIPbe awarded me; and nothing in the 

shape ofpaper-money, -^Here I start, then, 

with a resolution to do my best.—Be¬ 
fore I proceed to the contents of the last 
dispatenes, it will be necessary to take a 
look backward and see, n^at the Duke of 
Dalraaria says,'with regard to some cir- 
cwnstaoces relating to the battle of Al- 
boera. It will be recollected that no of¬ 
ficial stdtl^ent of numbers was, upon that 
occatiop, furiMshed us by our commaiideF. ■ 
0 
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The. Duke of Qalmatia, in his general 
orders, issued aboot the 2oth of June, says, 
that on that memorable day, '20,o00 
French fought 45,000 enemies; that they 
made 1,000 prisoners; that they took six 
colours and Tiv*e caijnon; and that, during 
the battle General Philippon made a sally 
from the town of Badajoz, and destroyed 
the jvorks which the English had erected. 
—r-Now', ^ am not inclined to believe 
this Duke of Dalmatia, upon bis bare word, 
any more than any other military com-, 
mander ; but what ^ do believe i.s, that the 
Duke of Dalmatia vt'ould not wish to pass 
amongst His own soldiers atid officers, for 
a'notorious iiar; and, therefore, Ido be¬ 
lieve that this statement of his must be 
pretty nearly the truth ; because, if false, 
that falshood must have been immediately 
known to every man in his army, this 
being, not a dispatch to amuse the people 
at home, but an order issued in his army, 
and read, of course, jt the head of every 

company, in that army.-There can be 

little (Joubt, fhen, I think, that theFrencli 
tiid lake six English standards in the 
battle of Albuera, though, in the reported 
speech of Mr. Perceval, mention was 
made of only two. At any rate, the* 
French^ did lake some standards, and no¬ 
body has yet pretended to say that the 
allies took any. Yet, the minist^Yial 
news-papers tell us, that when the news 
of our victory at Albuera reached St. 
Petersburgli, the court was delighted, fhc 
rich people gave balls and other enter¬ 
tainments in the way' of rejoicing, and tiiat 
even the Russian soldiers shijmlcd for joy! 
But, what have they not told this " most 

f‘ thinking people” in all Europe®?-To 

return to the consequences of raising the 
siege of Badajoz : Lord Talavera informs 
us, that the enemy had drajsn together 
the whole of their force from> Castile, 
their whole force from Madrid, and all 
their force from Andalusia, ,^xoep(ing 
what w'as absolutely necessary to main¬ 
tain their position before Cadiz, together 
with the force under Sebastiani in tlwo 
Eastern Kingdom.sof Andalusia. H(. adds, 

,that they have abandoned Old and J?few 
Castile, with the exception of a small i 
garrison in Madrid, and have risked every 
thing, in all parts of Spain, in*^orderto 
collect this laige army in Estremadura.- 

- - From this picture, one would be led 

to .suppose, that all the rest of t'pain and 
Portugal was totalFy deserted by the 
French, and that we might ekptsct, soon 
lo bear, that iSpaio was. totally free of 


them. But, we are told, indeed, that 
tliere is a small garrison left in Madrid, 
and that the necessary number of troops 
remain posted, before Cadiz: that is to 
say, that ibe metropolis of Spain is in the 
hands of tlie French; and that they have 
cut off llje only great sea port town and 
naval arsenal from all coromuificatioa 
with the land. Madrid is mentioned, 
Ijcre, in a very slight way, Jjui fhe^men- 
tion Is worthy of particular notice.—r 
We of this “ most thinking” nation, have a 
thousand times been told, that all around 
Madrid l he (Juerillas (a VolunieerCorps, I sup¬ 
pose) were in such force and so extremely 
^ctive, that King Joseph was in aHe ut¬ 
most danger, being, beside.s, held in the 
utmost abhorrente by the people of the 
city itself, who only waited for a fair op¬ 
portunity of rising upon him and his 
partisans; and further, our industrious 
nevv.s-papers have furnished this “ most 
thinking with divers /rtVercepted 

letters from King .loseph io his brother 
Napoleon, complaining, in most despond¬ 
ing terms, of the stale in which he was 
placed, of the dangers to which he was 
expo.sed, and earne.slly' praying to be suf¬ 
fered to abandon an enterprize that pro¬ 
mised nothing but vexation in the progress 
anderuin in the end. But, nouJ, behold, 
after all this, our own Commander in 
Chief gives us, under his hand, an assur¬ 
ance, that there is only a small garrison in 
Madrid, and, that there are no French 
troops, at all, jn the whole of |he country 
round about it; which, 1 take it, is a 
pretty satisfactory proof, of onehf these 
two things; either, that w hat we Were 
before told, was shamefully false,*or, that 
the Ciuerillas are become less active than 
they were, that the people of Madrid 
have changed their opinions, that King 
Juseph’.s situation is become less danger¬ 
ous, and bis prospects more fair. * ■ In 
the next dispatch,’(see page >53J our 
commandtr tells us, that the cavalry of 
thej.I'reiich army succeeded in cutting off 
a picket of the 1 Ult dragoons, who mistook 
a body of the enemy, lor a body of our 
own troops; and he says, that the 2nd 
Hussars, also, suffered cii "their retreat to¬ 
wards Elvas-.—Now, let us hear what 
Dalmatia says upon this subject. He 
says (see page l.'»2), that a brigade of 
French cavalry, and^not “ the cavalry qfthe 
French army,’’ having t)ie<ftrst regiotent of 
the Vistula, at its head, dekroyed, not 
a picket" of our horse, but two squad¬ 
rons of the ^eleventh regiment of English 
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light horse> and of the Uatloveriau hussars; 
aild he says, that three officers and J50 
horsemen with their horses remained 
prisoners in tlic hands of the French ; to 
which he adds, that ten other squadrons 
of English horse remained at a distance, 
and ||id not choose to engage. 'J'hese 
stories differ very widely, and 1 should be 
in no great h*irry to give implicit confi¬ 
dence to She statement of the French 
'general, but, the rei-.der will bear in mind, 
that this regiment of the Vistula, who ap¬ 
pear to have been engaged here, are part of 
those same Polish lancers who made such 
bloody work of it in the battle of Albuera. 
The Courier news-paper, in speaking«of 
these lancers, says, upon lhe»authority of 
a private letter from'an officer in our 
army, that, they are a set of brutal savaiies 
who butcher all they can come near, and 

who never give any quarter.- Indeed ! 

upon my word, it is dangerous to have to 
deal with fellows of this description ; fel¬ 
lows who do not know when they have 
enough of it; fellows who seem to under¬ 
stand nothing at all of that civility and 
mutual forbearance, which is, sometimes, 
practised in war. No wonder that this 
gentleman should speak of them in such 
harsh terms, but. they know, I suppose, 
best what suits their employer; and the 
only thing that we can do, is, 1 should 
think, to get, as soon as we can, some 
horsemen of the same description ; for, it 
is very provoking, to see tliese lancers 
carry off* whole squadroifS at a time, of 
our cavalry, in spite of all their fuis and 
their tippets and their whiskers. If these 
lancets are resolved to give no quarter, 
why should not we have men that will 
give no quarter ?• I have no notion of this 
species of liberality in the held. If we 
are to have war, let it be war; and let us 
deal the enemy as hard blows as he deals 
us.—^—On the '28.th of June (see page 153) 
we have another dispatch from the Uuke 
of Dalmatia, in which Hi.s Grace tells us. 
shat the English General has sent off H,()00 
sick and wounded, with all his baggage,' 
to Lisbon; he says, besides, that great 
numbers of dealers from the English army 
conwuin to him. This \S intelligence of a 
very serious aspect indeed; and if it be 
true, it accounts for a great deal of what 
1 could not, otherwiiej account fof. 
This dispatch has been published in Lon¬ 
don about aTortnight, and has received 
no contradictioi) from any body. Let us 
hope, that it will receive a contradiction 
from the he&d quarters of oar a^my; for. 


this intelligence it, to me, of s nature 
more inauspicious t.ban any that I-have, 
hitherto, had to remark U|ion, — 

It appears strange to most people, that 
General Blake should not^Ii^ve rerpained 
with our army ; and to account for «his, 
the Morning Post inforiiiei.1 its wise readers, 
that Blake had been sent off by Lord Ta- 
lavera into the rear of the 
matia. This assertion was repeated by 
another venal print, the Courier, of the 
I5th of July, when it asserted that our 
General, by a masterly manoeuvie, had 
thrown a large force in the rear of the 
enemy ; that he had detached Blake wjtli 
the S|>aniards towardsSevilld; that Blake, 
with 15,0()0 men, was pushing on, in that 
direction, and thut General Graham w'as 
advancing from Cadiz to co-operate with 
Blake. This maiiu.uvre, the venal writer 
said, reminded him,Q/'a similar one, prac¬ 
tised by that consummate General, Gustavut 
Adolphus. But, w» must take the article 
itself: it is not long, and ij is a pretty in¬ 
stance, enough, of the, at once fiilse and 
slupiil publications by wliich this most 
“ thinking nation,” .suUers itself to b« 
amused : •' \Vc hear that Lord Welling- 

“ ton has, by a masterly manceuvre, thrown a 
“ large force in the rear of the enemy, Soult 
“Jiaving boasted that he had entirely re- 
" lieved the Southern Provinces from all 
“ danger of attack. Lord Wellington, as a 
*" commentary upon that boast, has detached 
‘i General Blake with the Spaniards under 
“ his command towards Seville. Blake, 
" vviih 15,(K)() men, crossed the Guadiana, 
" while tli^Freftch were advancing, and 
“ then, by a cjunter-march, re-cros-sed, 
“ takiifg the direction of Seville. A.s Vic- 
“ tor has joined Soult with the larger part 
" of his force. General Graham is advanc- 
“ ing front Cadiz to co-pperate with Gen. 
" BlalAe. The effect of this will be the 
“ obliging Marmoni to detach a foice to 
the susuhward to overawe Blake, or the 
“ increasing the ditliculiies of drawing 
" supplies for the subsistence of gp large 
" an <nmy. This manoeuvre of Lord 
“ Wellington’s, reminds us of a sitnilar 
" cne jrractised by that consummate General, 
“ Gustavus Adolphus. When Wallenstein 
" with a vastly superior force was advaiic- 
“ ing against him,he retreated, intrenched 
“ himself, and sent off^alf his army to 
“ Wallenstein’s rear, to ravage the coun- 
" try and cut off' lys supplies. The effect 
“ of this was. that Wallenstein was at 
'• lengih forced to retreat >v(th all possible 
speed to prevent tiU troops %om being 
G 2 

• • * * . 



mi POLItlCAL RECISTIR.— Wart. (I6« 


»»irtwved.'*—~-A ttrirfg of fiilahoods) of 
pure uomisred faishouds, from the begin* 
ning to (be ctn!! No troops did Lord Ta> 
terera Mfld in the rear of the enemy; 
never did he lie'lecb General Blake towards 
SevHle, or towards Sny other point; Ge¬ 
neral Blake never made any nioveipent in 
that direction ; Marshal Victor (the Duke 
of Bdluno) /lever moved from Madrid; 
General Graham, so far from advancing 
trom.Cadiz to co-operate with Blake, had, 
at that time, actually quitted his command 
at Cadiz, and was ntfnrng round to Lisbon, 
by sea ; and Lord Talavers^ so far from 
having imitated, upon this occasion, the 
manoeuvre, sttid to have been practised by 
that consummate General, Gustavos Adol¬ 
phus, had collected around him, all his 
forces, and had put his army on the high 
fOad towards Lisbon. These facts have, 
now, been proved to us. It appears, from 
Lord Talavcra’s own dispatches, that so 
far from detaching Blake, be hardly knew 
wkut was beco»0 of him, for, in his dispatch 
of the •27th of June, he says that be un- 
derStatrds, that Blake was at Castillegos on 
the 24th of that month. And in his dis¬ 
patch of the 4th of July, he says, that he ^ 
Ims ho authentic account of General 
Blake’s ‘movements, since the 27ih of 
June. It appears, that Blake, so far frpm 
marching towards iseville, intended to em¬ 
bark bis troops lor Cadiz, but, says Lord 
Talavera in his dispatch of the I Jth oT 
July, " Neither General Castanos nor*I 
•• hare lietird from him, since the ISth of 
“June!” This was the General, who, as 
nur hireling prints told ds, w%s detached, 
after the manner of that Consummate Ge¬ 
neral, Gustavus Adolphus, into the rear of 
the enemy, by the same commander that 
has since told us that he did hot know 
what was become of him. It Ippears that 
Blake made an attempt to obtain* posses- 
*ion of a place, garrisoned only by about 
-SOO men, atui failed in the attemjft, Hiough 
we are told, by the above writer, that he 
bad imder his command, 15,000 men. 
From Lord Talavera’s dispatch of the 18th* 
tf July, which is the last yet receiveS, or, 
«t leaat, the last that I have seen, it «p- 
Mali, that Blake actually embarked, with 
4 h 8 army, on the 6(;h of July; soJhat he 
Wftddtis Spaniards have entirely quitted the 

grand scene of^action.-1 have thus 

^ne over <mther in detail some of the 
most prominent UircDSistances of the war, 
down to ns 'late a period as our intelligence 
reaches; and let me, now, appeal to the 
^ader, WheChtr 1 was -not loiore correct 


than Mr. PerceVal, as to the prospects of 
that war, at the time wlien Massena re¬ 
treated out of Portugal; whether the pub¬ 
lic would not have been wise if they bad 
followed niy advice and had hesitated, be¬ 
fore they believed that Portugal was deli- 
vered, and that the deliverance of jll Ea- 
rope was about speedily to follow. At 
that time, when the motioa for la vote of 
thanks was made by Mr. Fcrcev:d, he 
stated several advantages which would 
arise out of what he called the triumpb, 
which had then taken place, but the prin¬ 
cipal advantage was this, that “ we now 
“ know, that we shall have a^Britisliarmy 
‘•i to defend our country, if ever the* battle 
“ should be brought to our own shares ; 
",an army that hks unil'orinly beaten the 
“ army of the enemy, commanded by 
“ Generals who have out-Gcneraled the 

“ Generals of the enemy.”-At the time 

when this jvas delivered, by the minister, 
and when the huzzas were spreading 
through the country, I endeavoured to 
give a check to the exultation by observ¬ 
ing, how degrading it was for us to ac¬ 
knowledge that we had not, till now, dis¬ 
covered that we had an army able to de¬ 
fend our own shores against the French; 
but, I more particularly dwelt on the dan- 
gerotis tendency of such exultation ; be¬ 
cause, if it should finally turn out-that our 
army in Portugal was unable to withstand 
that of the French, the inference, upon 
Mr, Perceval’s principle, wemid be, that 
we had not aii^rniy to defend our country 
if ever the battle should be brought to our 
own shores. This danger, events have 
now made apparent; for, we see that ear 
army has had ample opportunities to cope 
with the enemy; we have seen it engaged 
in two battles with that enemy; we have 
seen it twice the besieger of that enemy ; 
we have seen it blockading Almeida; we 
have seen it at the breach at Badajoz; and 
we have seen the remit. Now, then, if we 
were to adopt Mr. Perceval’s mode of rea¬ 
soning, what a disheartening oonclusion, 
must we draw ? 1 told him, at the time, 
not by any means, to make the question, 
whether we had an armyacapable of de¬ 
fending our cou.htry against tire Friaph, if 
ever the hattld should be brought to our 
own shores; 1 told him, not to make the 
‘affirmative of this question rest upon any 
success that had been*gained by our army 
in Portugal, because, saidt, if that army 
should be beaten by t.heF'rench, or shonld 
be obliged tq retreat before them, the lOon- 
elusion-upem your cwn prinhiples swill’fas. 
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th«t WR hare nei an army to (Jefend our 
couairy, and that, in case of invasion, by 
France, we may give the thing op at once, 
without a struggle.-Of the same dan¬ 

gerous tendency are all the flattering pic- 
. tares which have been drawn, relative to 
the situation of affairs in Spain as well as 
. Portugal; and, if those pictures be true, 1 
hesitfte'notsp/ say, that our situation is 
most desperate indeed.—-—We ha been 
told repeatedly, s^d from what ought to 
be the best authority, that the Emperor 
Napoleon is detested and abhorred through 
the whole of the peninsula; that he has 
no pantizans amongst the people in any 
part of those countries; that the peopfe 
are every where the jcordial friends of 
England; that they so sincerely detest 
thh French, that they voluntarily destroy 
their corn fields, their cattle, their barns, 
their mills, their houses, their furniture, 
and almost the very clothes vjjon their 
backs, rather than leave a chance of any 
part of them falling into the hands of the 
French. One woul«f suppose, from even 
the official accounts that vve receive, that 
a pretty girl would regret her beauty and 
would almost lacerate her visage, hammer ^ 
out her teeth, and flatten down her bosom j 
to the shape, and give it the colour of an { 
oak board, rather than charm the eyes of 
a Frenchman. This, w'ould, to be sure, 
be an instance of most ferocious vindic¬ 
tiveness. But, really, to read the dis¬ 
patches of pur General^ and the speeches 
ot our ministers, even this, is not more 
than wte might, reasonably expect. — 
Well,then,how stands the case? Here are 
we, carrying on a war with Napoleon, 
with all the mealip, of every sort, that w'e 
are able to muster; and the theatre, of 
that war, is, a country, containing about 
13 or 14 millions of people, the wluile of 
whom, we say, are J^r as and against him. 
We have in,our pay," 00,000 men of Por¬ 
tugal : these are actually in our pay, and 
make part of our army, and, our Generals 
have said that they are as good troops as 
any in the world. Besides these there 
are, we are told, many thousands of Por¬ 
tuguese militiiT; there arc several Spanish 
armi^; there are, we are. told, in every 
quarter arui corner of Spain, Guerillas, or 
Volunteer Corps, who are very numerousv 
and who, upon all, occasirms, behave in 
the Aiost gallmt yaanner: how stands the 
ease, thenf Here we are, with all our own 
means, ofoverykind, and with all those 
ether means,* that I have no* been speak¬ 
ing of> tarrying on a war, with Napoleon, 


•TWao«r<s*» Wart. f Ifi 

in the midst of a people, nearly c^oa) itf 
population to England, Scotland and ire* 
land, all put together, all those people 
being for tu and ugaitm hkn, and, yet, we ' 
see, that he still liol^s hil |;round; tbel 
his brother is in possession of the me^w* 
polls 0 ^ Spain ; that, he, in fact, reigns in 
Spain ; "that the Spanish regency are cut 
off from the land, being besieged in a 
little island, by a French army; and, 
that, our main army, under the General 
which our Minister and Parliament have 
lately thanked, have,’recently, been conj- 
pelled to raise the siege of a very im¬ 
portant fortress, upon the agproach of a 
part of the forces of Napoleon, and have 
actually been compelled to place them¬ 
selves ill a state, in which, it is evident 
that a safe retreat is the mam thing pro¬ 
vided for.-Now, how disheartening 

are the reflections which this picture is 
Circulated to excite ! For, if this be the 
state of the case, nt the peninsula, what 
must we expect to be the hit of England 
or Ireland, in case of invasion ? This is a 
thought that seems never to have occuned 
to those who have been boasting of the 
zeal and enthusiasm and valour and perse¬ 
verance of the " universal Spanish nation.’* 
If it had occurred to them, thjy would 
h^o perceived, that such assertions taken 
into view with the events of the war, 
formed the greatest possible compliment 
to the French armies, and the most serious 
grounds of alarm for any country liable to 
be invaded by those armies. For, what 
can the pepple.of any nation be more 
than our ministers and their writers have 
asserted of the-people of the peninsula ; 
what can the people of this country be 
more, than zealous, enthusiastic in their 
country’s defence, brave, persevering, and 
implacable in their hatred against the 
enemy: what can they be more than this? 
and yet, we see, that all these excellent 
’qualities united in the people of Spain and 
Portugal, do not drive the French out; 

> there ^re 13 millions of these peoffle, and 
yet,* a French army remains in the heart 
of their country, has been there tor three 
years, .still . holds their metropolis, has 
established a government sufficient for the 
imposition and collection of taxes over a 
large part of the county, and, in short, 
rules a much greater hair of the two king¬ 
doms. What a fearful thing, then, isust a 
French army be, if all that we have been 
told, in the dispatches of Generals md th« 
speeches of ministers be true ? We art 
often told, that if we are true to oimeha 
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i a farourite espresgion of Pitt and George 
lose when they were _ proposing new 
taxes); if we are true to ourselves, if 
we are united,, if we join heart and hand, 
we have notlfitfg to^ear from (he enemy, 
lanb when he will. But if what our Ge¬ 
nerals and Ministers tell us be true, the 
Spaniards and Porluguese are true to 
themselveg, 4hey ate united, they have. 
joined heart and hand ; and yet we do 
see, that their country is, in great part, 
commanded, possessed, and governed 
by a French army, *and that army under 
the command of men, who, seventeen 
years ago, were either private soldiers, 
or were labourers or mechanics. Ob¬ 
serve, too, that the 13 millions of people 
in the peninsula, have not only all their 
own means for their support, but are as¬ 
sisted with the means, the mighty means 
of England, who has, for the Ins* three 
years, expended more, in the assisting,of 
Spain and Portugal, than half the total 
amount of tli« revenues of France, ex 
tended'as her dominion is over 50 or 60 
iniriions of people'. If a French army 
were to invade England or Ireland, from 
wliat foreign arm should we receive as¬ 
sistance ? Manifestly, then, tf what we 
have bdten told of ti»e disposiiiou of the 
people in Spain and Portugal lie true, tiur 
fate would be certain, if invaded by a 
numerous French army. Therefore, wh^ 
wg have to hope, is, that the dispo¬ 
sitions of the people of the pemnsuia, 
have not been trul^ described to us; that 
the people do not universally detest and 
abhor Napoleon ; that the hatred of the 
French is not so outrageous as to jniiuce a 
prelfy girl to tear her c heeks and hammer 
out her teeih, lest, perch.incc, she should 
be -so unfortunate as lo charm the eyes and 
win the heart w a Frenchm*an., Let us 
hope that this is no< quite true; and, in¬ 
deed, tlie success of the French, in the 
first instance, as well as their h*avirig ret 
jnained so long in the Peninsula, pretty 

clearly prove, that is not true.-1 do, 

not, anti 1 never have, liked the*n8tion, 
that our safeij', that our means of delence, 
is to he judged of b\ any thing that'has 
jtassed, or t an pass, 'in Spain and Portu¬ 
gal ; because, as I have more thanonce said, 
we OToy ultimately fait there, and, then, 
there is nothing left for us but devoir, a 
shocking utate for any nation lo be in, 
and, assuredly, the fore-runner of its sub¬ 
jugation; because; from the mutnent it 
despairs, it will, of course, take no mea¬ 
sures for its safety.- ' — It is for this reason. 


that I have always endeavoured (o iiicpl- 
cate the opinion, that the war in the Pen¬ 
insula is not of such great, importance as 
the ministerial writers would fain per¬ 
suade us that it is. They -represent it as 
all in all as every thing to us; as a thing 
for the success of which we ou^ht to 
grudge no sacrifices, whether in men or in 
money. It is true, that wti dp re¬ 
gard iit in this light, we cannot easily re¬ 
concile ourselves to th^ enormous cost 
which it occasions; but, whatever those 
samifices may be, it is far belter (hat they 
should be incurred uselessly, and it is far 
better that they should be regarded as 
ptire waste, than that the people of this 
country should believe, lhai the fate of 
England depends, even in the smallest 
degree, upem the fate of Spain and Portu¬ 
gal ; because, and I cannot repeat it too 
often, if they once imbilne that opinion, 
from ibe hour that Spain and Portugal 
shall be. ‘subdued, from that hour will 
England be plunged in despair. I do not 
say, observe, that tlie danger to England 
w(iuld nut be ificreased by the subjugation 
of Spain and Portugal; for, I am con¬ 
vinced, that that danger would be greatly 
increased; but 1 well know, that there is 
no danger equal to national despair.— — 
If the war, in those countries, should 
end in the deliverance of them from the 
French, and in a complete establishment 
of their independence, it certainly will 
have greatl)' contributed to thf safety pf 
this country against the designs of Napo¬ 
leon. But, if the war finally terminate in 
the subjugation of the peninsula aby 
Hance, then the more that termination is 
distant, the woise it will be for us ; be¬ 
cause, the longer the war continues the 
mure vve shall be exhausted; and, of 
course, the less able to withstand the rude 
assaults which we may then reasonably 
expect- And, it should always be home 
in mind, that these wars do'iiot exhaust 
the enemy in the same way that they ex¬ 
haust us. He has 50 millions of people, 
from amongst whom he draws bis armies; 
he'makes lltose armies find the means of 
their own suppoi'l in the dbuniries where 
they are; he.neither gives nor tJHcs of 
compensation ; he comes amongst the peo- 
as a conqueror ; to those who submit 
he otlers protection, ^lo those who resist 
he oilers the sword, but froat all he exacts 
the means of maintaining his 9i tnies; his 
declared object is to destroy the old go¬ 
vernments, and, of course, he seizes upon 
all the uronertv of those 0 ovnrnm»n»« 
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confiscates that of the church, of the no¬ 
bility, and of all public establishtneius. 
We, on the contrary", have to draw our 
armies from a population of 14 or 15 
millions of people; we maintain our ar¬ 
mies, by the means of taxes leyied upon 
the people of England ; we make com- 
pfusatiop, to some extent, at least, for the 
injuries we %re compelled to do to the 
inhabitants ; we go not as conquerorS, but 
in the charactertof friends; we profess 
not to inflict punishment on any part of 
the people, but hold them to be unani¬ 
mous in our favour ; our declared object 
is not to destroy the old governments, b^t 
to maintain them, or to re-establish them, 
and to preserve or restore, all the former 
orders, ranks, and properties. So that, 
we contend with most fearful odds, in 
whatever way the comparison is made. 
Let it be observed, too, that time, which 
works against us, works with tfcjual force, 
for our enemy, who is daily gaining 
strength, by the internal arrangement, 
and consolidation of his power, in every 
part of his dominions. We feel impatient 
at the lagging of the war in the peninsula: 
he need feel no such impatience : war is* 
a state, which, at present, is necessary to 
him: peace would thwart bis views against 
us: it would give rise to an intercourse 
and to discussions adverse to his vast pro¬ 
jects : to kindle a new war might not be 
so easy a matter ; and, as his chief object 
now must, be, and evidently is, to form 
a fleet, that work could not go on so fast 

in peace as in war.-It is impossible to 

taRe tl\is view of the war without being^of 
opinion, that it is the wish and the inten¬ 
tion of Napoleon to protract the duration of 
it. His interest so manifestly points this 
out to him, that one can hardly suppose it 
possible, that it should not be his settled 
desig'n. The war is at a distance from 
him; it leaves him kt leisure to settle all 
the other parts of his empire, at the same 
time that it furnishes him with a faii^ pre¬ 
tence for keeping on foot great military 
establishinenU, which are absolutely^ne- 
cessary to the consolidation of his sway 
in seyeral quarters of his dominions ; it 
aflbr» him grounds for all his measures 
against our .commerce ; it serves to habi¬ 
tuate the people of the Continent to dis* 
pense with all coinmunication with us; 
and,*above afl^things, it exhausts, it tvastes, 
H draws out the very life-blood of England, 
at the same time, that it augments the 
quantity of her bank-notes, Ind, of course, 
kastens their d^rcciation. —— All this 


Napoleon -well knows. Eight years ago, 
he called out to us: “ Pay your hank notes 
" in gold, and then the jeorld will believe in 
•' the solidity qf your resources, without ytntr 
“ going to war toprove,it.”* 'Fhe Moniteur 
said this in answer to a fine flaming speech 
of the 4hen minister (Addington); and, 
from that day to this the Emperor seems 
to have had his eye piielty steadily fixed 
upon the work going on in Threadneedle 
Street. If he has, it is impossible that he^ 
should not wish to protract the war in the 
Peninsula, which creates such a quantity 
of bank iiotea And, indeed, is there not 
every appearance that hiSjgenerals are 
acting upon this plan ? The Duke of 
Belluno lies very quietly before Cadiz; 
Marshal Suchet having got possession of 
Tarragona, has sit himself down there; 
Kibg Joseph is quiet at Madrid ; and the 
army under their Graces, Soult and Mar- 
mont, having rescued Badajoz from danger, 
seem to have taken care not to discourage 
theConde de V^imiera (the rtew title which 
has just been given to Lord Talavera, it 
seems, by the Prince ftegent ol Portugal) 
from receiving reinforcements and supplies, 
which, if the news papers speak truth, hu 
is continually receiving in great abundance. 
The movements of the French Generali 
art precisely such as are calculated to en¬ 
courage the Conde to call for more troops, 
ffhe French Generals push on towardshim 
with a formidable front: he draws back, 
feeling himself not strong enough for them: 
they stand and look at him, and seem to 
be afraid U> attack: this induces lijm to 
wish for more troops ; and, as far 
as the government is able, that wish is in¬ 
stantly gratified. The French harrass 
him with marches, compel him to expend 
enormous gums of money, wear out his 
men aad his horses, so that, the waste from 
mere sickness has greatly surpassed the 
destruction by the sword,——It is impos- 
*sible that any plan of warfare can be, to 
the French, so advantageous as this. Here 
I they have found out a spot, to wBteh we 
are resolved to send all the resources of 
every kind that we can get together. 
While we kept upon the sea, or, in our 
islands, guarded by the sea, they could not 
touch*t)s; They had no means either of 
killing our people or dg^troying our pro¬ 
perty. But, they have, at last, found out 
a spot, to which we cheerfully men 
and horses and m*oney and every thing' 
belon^rfh to u«, that they can wish to see 
destroyed or wasted.. The Morning Chhc- 
NicLX of the ith instant, says i ** Our 
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•• troopi complain of tbe unwholesome and 
tormenting climate in which they are 
“ posted. It is almost ifnpossible to de- 
“ scribe the efliects of the burning heat of 
" ih^ day folToA’cd Jay tlie noxious va- 
“ poiirs of the night. The myriads of in- 
•' sects by'Which they are iacessaiflly as- 
*' sailed, are also not merely troublesome 
'* but pernicious, fur they inflame and 
" blister the body to a degree of fever; 

" and in this situation they are doomed to 
•• remain, we suppose, until Buonaparte 
'• shall enable his Generals to resume the qf- 
“yCTWtoe.'”——Resume theo^nsiw/ Why, 
what are they^doiiig now. Have they not 
just made the Conde de Vimiera raise tbe 
siege of Badajoz after he had made three 
breaches on its ramparts? Has he not 
drawn backwards ? Is not this acting upon 
the offensive on the part of the French? 
Their object clearly was to drive him 
away from Badajoz, to keep that import¬ 
ant place in their hands, and then to let 
him lie as'far flora Lisbon as possible, and 
there continue to support bis army and 
his hospitals at ah enormons e.xpence. 
Aye, to be sure, the heat and the insects 
and the fevers are what the' French wish 
to leave our army to! This is a situation 
in which oor enemy must wish to see our 
army. It is a situation that daily creafta 
a necessity for fresh supplies. There is, 
in the 'I'imes newspaper (which has be-u 
come one of the most nauseously slavish,) 
an article, of the 8th instant, affecting to 
regard the armies of Dalmatia and Ragusa 
as being dispersed! Thus U is (hat this na¬ 
tion is cheated. A succession of falshoods 
is poured out from a venal press, and, 
when shewn to be false, none of them are 
•ver contradicted. Thus it has been, 
and thus it will be, as long as (his war in 
the Peninsula shafl last; and, whan that 
is over, some other subject will be started, 
equally fruitful in falshood and fraud. 

Impostor Paper.——I n my last, at 
page i$4, I noticed the vile imposture, 

. which has recently been attempted to be 
practised upon “ the most thinking peogle 
“ iti Europe” by the venal prints of Lon¬ 
don, especially the Courier and the Times, 
which are the principal channels ft>r the 
circubtionof " inifre^iedletters,” and other 
things of tbe kin<i, all evidently proceed¬ 
ing from one and tbe same manufactory. 

*-The Impostor Vapor, which I am now 

about 10 notice a little more-fulfyHhan 1 
did before, and which 1 shall insert in the 
present sheet, if pcMsibbt i# ceitaialy a 


very bold attempt at iorpMition; bat, 
after what this nation bas swallowed, what 
may it not be expected to swallow ? After 
sucking down George Rose’s doctrine 
about “ the blessed comforts of religion 
after suckipg down the belief, that, if they 
did not give their money freely to be hwdled 
and disposed of by l^itt and Rose and th^ 
rest of those who were in power, they 
would 'not only lose their lands and houses, 
but that they would he made atheists and 
have ail the " blessed comforts of religion” 
taken away from them; after swallow¬ 
ing this, and after burning Paine in 
effigy because he wished to persuade 

them, that .they might, if they chose, 

keep their money and their religion 
too; after this, one must confess, that 
a man will And it difficult to suppose 
an imposture the practisingof which ought 
to be regarded as a proof of his temerity ; 
for, what may not one expect such a peo¬ 
ple to believe. - The Impostor Paper 

was, in my last, clearly proved, from in¬ 
ternal evidence, to be a forgery. We 
shall, hereafter, learn something more 
about the origin of; but, that it is as groM 
a forgery as the famous Eclair was, there 
can be no doubt at all.-Let me now, 

then, ^ask what could be the object of this 
forgery ? It is a foolish paper : it verifies 
the old maxim, than which nothing is 
truer; namely, that knaves are generally 

fools. -The object is to incense that part 

of us, who are*friea(ls of public liberty, 
against Napoleon, by representing him as 
a determined enemy of every rcfbrm of 
abuses, and as having resolved to eradicSte 
the last remaining fibres of freedom in 

England.-PoortrickL Miserable shift! 

—And, hereupon, we are told, that now, 
since this paper is come to light, there can 
be no man in England, especially if be be 
a lover of liberty, who roust not tfbiior 
Napoleon; and thatlany man.who would 
propose a peace with him must be a traitor, 

-Poor trick! Miserable shift! But^ 

why attempt this trick? Did the contrivers 
of it suppose, that there was any part ef 
the people in this country, who liked Na* 
poleon ? Is it possible that they ^uld 
have supposed that T Oh ! what a fwlkh 
as well as knavish crew? But, what a 
ftate are they come to, when they are 
driven to attempt to score the Jacobins and 
Levellers with -a notion,thin they wouM 
\oso their liberties if Napoleon could hftvM 
his will ? Verily they are a silly and a 
wicked set 8f men.—-Tile Impottor 
Paper has all tha iatemal nurke of a 
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forget^. It breathes seniiments hostile to 
the views which Napoleon must eutertam, 
if he dees iK>t wish for the overthrow of 
his own power ; for, despot as be may be, 
he cannot wish for what is attributed to 
iiiin in this paper. If he was t^e real 
author of* the paper.in ques'ion, bow are 
uc tp account for the following publica¬ 
tion, whicn htts appeared in the Parit 
papers, and which has been published*in 
the London papers, and especially in the 
CouRiETt of the 6th instant. It relates to 
c ertain reforms in the States of the King of 
Prussia ; and, as will be seen, the rrcnch 
paper expresses its approbation of those re¬ 
forms, though of a Democratical cast.- 

'* According to all tlie accounts which 
'* reach us, there is actually formed in the 
•' Prussian States, a very marked opposi- 
‘‘ tion to the system pursued by Govern- 
" merit, and to the numerous ameliorations, 
“.which it is executing in the tijflerent 
“ branches of the Administration. While 
“ all those tvho do not bclpng to the privileged 
“ classes, applaud this system, and a certain 
“ luinibcrof the members of the noblesse 
“ also support it, the principles which the 
'* Government has laid dow'ii, experience 
“ the strongest opposition on the part of many 
“ of the nobles, who see, in these innoWa- 
“ tions, the destruction of social order. 
'■ These factious men are incapable of en- 
“ tering into the new ideas, and do not 
“ perceive that the genius of the age im~ 
“ periously calls for those changes ukich the 
“ Prussian Government has thought it necet- 
“ sary to inlroduce. Thesujfpresston Qffeudal 
“ rights, ap.d the equalisation of buri/tens and 
“ taxes, are the circumstances which ex- 
“ cite the chief animosity ; though all en- 
“ lightened politicians have proved to a de~ 
“ moHStration, that they are the only means of 

* “ recovering Prussia from the uqfortunate 
” situutidn in which she was placed by the con- 
“ seiiucnces ‘of tbc last War, and by her an- 
“ cient organization, which no longer har- 
** monises with the other states of Europe*” 
——Now, 1 am sure that 1 shall not be 
told by any of our writers, that thiswould 
have been publisly;d at Paris without the 

• approbaljpn of Napoleon ; &nd, if be ap¬ 
proved of this, is it to be believed, that he 
would sanction a dispatch containing the 
sentimcHiB of the Impostor Paper?——- 
But, what signifies it to us what his opi¬ 
nions alsout gpv^Aintcnt are? What have 
his opinions to do wjth us ? If he conld 
conquer our country, be would, of course, 
do what he likdtl with as at £0 govern- 
■lewt; bat who is coward enough to np- 
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pose tliat he will be able lo «Jo that, if tro 
be resolved to defend our country f The 
man who can ctdcalate upon the puesibility' 
of a conquest of the country,* will never 
do much towards defending it;'and, if ^ 
whole people could so calculate, they 
might he i^t down as more than half con¬ 
quered already.—What, then, is the 
sense of this vile imposture? How, sup- 
po.*ing it to be generally believed, could 
it operate in the way that the venal in¬ 
ventors would have it, namely, to make os 
all resolve nestr to have peace with Napoleon f 
lie may think efen as they represent him 
,a3 thinking; he maj' be the aothor of such * 
a paper; but, i.s that a reason for us to do 
either more or fcss against him 1 -Are we 
never to have peace with him, because he 
wishes (as they tell us) lo see oar govern- 
nient annihilated > Why, do not we wish 
to see his government annihilated ? Is there 
scarcely a day which ^oes not bring forth 
an expres.5ion of this sort from our venal 
prints? And, yet. I’ll warraht yoq, he 
never will be fool enough to call upon the 
people of France to %ht up to their 
knees in blood on that account. This is a 
gftjund of eternal war that be would never 
be fool enough to put forward, whatever 

he think or wish.-The inventors of 

thissfupid forgery seem to have known 
nothing at all of the bias of the parties, to 
w-hisni they ascribe the agency i.n the pub¬ 
lication; fur, Mr. John Quincy Adams, 
who is the American Minister at Peters- 
burgh, has no such leaning towards ibis 
country as they state him to have ; and, 
though his father, Mr. John Adams, the 
successor of General Washington in the 
Presidency, had formerly such leaning,be 
has long since changed his opinion, and 
has frankly stated it to the people of Ame¬ 
rica. And, besides, how improbable is it, 
that be should have made public a p iimr 
coqfidenliaUy coifimunicaied tt» his son. a 
Foreign Minister, and still residing at the 
court who confidentially communiegted 

the papento him !-After alii however, 

the besft answer of all is, the flat denial of 
the fact of ptdfUcatian tn the Amerkitn News¬ 
paper. It is stated in the Couriei‘ and 
Times, that the paper was published in the 
New York Advertiser tf tke^ 2+<A of June. 
Now, 1 believe, that theresis no paper qf 
that Title; but, this 1 know, that other New 
York papers of the ^4ih, 2.5th of June, 
and from that day regularly on to the 12(4 
qf July, cdnfatn not only no smek artieksi, 
but no mention of, or mlusitm lo, »»ch 

article. So that the whole thing ^ 

• • . • 
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pears to be a sheer fabrication; a poor, 
mean, base device to answer the most silly 
purpose that can be imagined. Men, ca¬ 
pable of sueh an act, are capable of any 
^ing: of^oth, n^n every thing bad is to 
be presumed; and, there can be no room 
for doubt, that, if they had i^ in their 
power, they would alter and falsify any 
real dispatch, state paper, or any other 
document, provided only that tlic 3 ' thought 
such falsification calculated to answer 
their purpose. W^hether this shameful at¬ 
tempt at deception may produce its pro¬ 
per effect, that is, prevt nl«ihe authors of it 
•from being ever believed again, is more 
than I can say ; but, of tbisl am sure, that, 
if it does not produce that effect, this na¬ 
tion is doomed to fall a sacrifice to false¬ 
hood, fraud, and imposture, practised upon 
it by the most weak and cowardly, though 
the most malignant of mankind. 

W“. COBBErr. 

State Priton, Ncwcfate, Friday, 

Aupist 9, IS] I. 

GOLDEN RULES FOR JURYMEN. 

From that excellent Work, Sir Richard VhU- 
lipt’s " Powers and Duties of Juries," 
a Work which every man in England ought 
to read. *■ 

, I. An honest Juryman should die, 
rather than consent to a verdict whiclehe 
feels to be unjust; or which in hispwn 
private judgment is not warranted by in¬ 
controvertible affirmative evidence. 

2. The worst of social «miseries being 

oppression, under colour and form of law', 
the sole hope atid dependence «f accused 
persons is on the good sense, integrity, 
and firmness of honest men in the Jury- 
box. p 

3. The attendance of Jurymen at any. 
trial might have been dispensed with, if 
any other opinion than their own were.to 
make the decision ; and their office would 
be a morkevy on themselves, on the par¬ 
ties, and on their country, if their deoi- 
sions were not their own, and «^;re not 
unshackled and independent. ^ 

4. In framing the verdict, every Jury¬ 
man is hound to exercise his own judg¬ 
ment, to give his private opinion freely 
and boldly, tCM,'emember his oath, and not 
to forget that the sole and entire object of 
the institution of Juries is to decide on 
their own consciences in regard .to the 
points at issue. 

5. The Jury are bound to decide fully 
and finally on the point at issue by a ge¬ 


neral verdict, unless some mere point of 
law is expressly reserved and stated by 
desire of the Judge; but such special ver¬ 
dict should be final and conclusive in re¬ 
gard to the facts. 

6. Eyery man is presumed to be inno¬ 
cent, till he has clearly been profed to be 
guilty; no man being bound, required, or 
expected, to prove his owiMnnoceBcy, the 
ond.s of the proof of guilt lying entirely 
on the accuser. • 

7. It is better that a hundred guilty per¬ 
sons escape punishment, than that one in¬ 
nocent man should be unjustly convicted. 

8. The issue of a criminal triahinvolves 
every thipg dear to the accused, if he bo 
found guilty; .but his acquittal, if per* 
chance he were guilty, is comparatively 
unimportant to the public. 

9. Everj’ Jurj'man should do to the ac¬ 
cused, or to plaintiff'and defendant, as ho 
would those parties should do to him werje 
their situations changed. 

10. As the deeijsion of a Jury must be 
unanimous, every Juryman is individually 
responsible to his own conscience, and 
morally responsible to the parties foy the 
ju.'fice or injustice of the verdict. 

11. A Juryman should discharge his 
mmd from preconceived prejiiidicts, be on 
his guard against prejudices of the Court, 
and decide on facts oiilyi and on the valid 
evidence sworn in Court. . 

12 He should carefully consider how 
far the evidence, sanctions the charge of a 
criminal design, no act being criminal, or 
involving guilt and responsibiiriy, which 
^ was not committed with a crin\inal*mind 
or intention. 

13. No man is punishable for the crime 
or act of another; so that no prejudice 
should lie against a prisoner, or person ac¬ 
cused, because a crime has been com¬ 
mitted, if it is not brought homd to him 
by distinct and iix'lubitabie tesdmony. 

14. Warning to others, and not reveng* 

op the culprit, is the design of legal pu¬ 
nishment ; the decisions of Juries should, 
tberefote, be made dispassionately, and 
hot be influenced by sjnister appeals to 
their feelings.* - 

15. The subsequent punishment is ge¬ 
nerally founded on the abstract fact of the 
conviction, and not always influenced by 
the merits or demeaits ol the case^ there¬ 
fore, as the laws ar« ititide for extreme 
cases, the Jury ought to recommend the 
convicted to mercy, as often as they per¬ 
ceive a ju^ifiable reason.*' 

16. !o assessing damages between party 
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and p^Tty^f Jurymen should respect that 
equitable principle of M(^n Charia, cap. 
14, which in amercements even to the 
Crown reserves to every man t(>e means 
of future subsistence; to a husbandman 
his implements ; to a workman his^tools; 
and to.a Aierchant his merchandise. 

J7., In trying charges of libel, sedition, 
or treason, llie .^u^y should be vigilantly 
on .their guard against prejudices raised 
by the influence of the Administration for 
the tune being; and they should bear in 
mind that it is in such causes chiefly that 
Juries are so eminently the barriers of 
public lil^rty, and the guardians of weak 
individuals against concentrated power. 

18. In libel causes, Jqries ought to 
know that Mr. Fox's Libel Bill has legally 
constituted them ti)e sole independent 
judges of the intention of the parties; and 
consequently it lies entirely in their own 
judgment and discretion, to decide on the 
merit, tile iruiocencj^ or the criminality, 
of an allcdged libel. 

19. He should commit the material 
points to writing, weigh maturely the evi¬ 
dence. on both sides, and decide on his 
own intuitive perceptions of right and 
wrong. 

20. The foreman should ascertain and 
equally re.spect every opinion in the Jury. 
The verdict when unanimously settled, 
should be solemnly delivered; and in de¬ 
bating upon it every Juryman should re¬ 
collect that hg is acting fo;- hi? country ; 
and that for the time being he is the arbi¬ 
ter of jusrice, and the living guardian for 
his posierity of those rights of Jurymen, 
which haVe been iransinilied to him by 
his forefathers. 

IMPO.STOR PAPER. 

TAc following Pupef was first published, in 
Enuland. in the CoutiiCB netus paper of 
the Staih of July, 1811.—J’Ae Publisher 
pretends, that he took it from an Antericaj^i 
Paper, the New York Advertiser qf the 
24</r of June.—It is manifestly a fabrica¬ 
tion from the beginning to the end; anct 
. there can he no aouhl that its object was to 
cheat^the ptopk of England.—It was 
stated, in the Cuurieu, that this paper was 
delivered to Ute Uimian Ambassador at 
Paris, that he sent it^to his court, that his 
tourt gave a» copy qf it to Mr. John 
Quinsey A3am, Amrkan Minister at 
Petersburgh, that' he sent a copy to his 
father in Amricu, and that his father 
vubluhed it thraueh the New York Ad- 
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vertiser.—The whole is afahhood, hut the 
device is curious, and worthy qf being re¬ 
corded. 

By the command . of his Majesty the 
Emperor and Kings my most |r#cious 
vereign, I transmit ta your Excellency tfa« 
following (ftnfidential communication. It 
displays an impartial view of the great 
question of peace and war ; *k shews 
clearly the source from which the past and 
present misery of mankind originate and 
flow. Had. some centuries ago, the Bri¬ 
tish islands been swallowed up in the seaa 
that Encompass them, the European Con¬ 
tinent would have contained onljt a grand * 
and united family. Witnessing its supe¬ 
rior civilization and prosperity, the inha¬ 
bitants of the other parts of the world 
would then have strived to obtain with it 
social compact, or a political adoption. 
The slaughter of generations, and the de¬ 
vastation of nations would then have been 
unknown. A slight cltastisement would 
then have been sufficient to intiVnidate^the 
refractory, and to correct the disobedient. 
The true God would then liave been wor¬ 
shipped by all nations. Dutiful subjects 
would then have hailed their prince as 
another providence. But when mep be¬ 
gin to canvass the adoration of their hea- 
venly*Creaior, they will not long hesitate 
to assail the prerogatives of their earthly 
Sovereigns. Rebellion is the twin brother 
of impiety : anarchy and atheism are 
their common oflspring. The English 
Wicklift'had the sacrilegious audacity to 
propose inuova.tinn$ in religion, lung be¬ 
fore the Bohemian Huss and the Saxon 
Luther proclaimed themselves heretics. 
The latter would not have dared to 
stir, had not England already distributed 
its poison aitjong the Germans; they 
merely took advantage oTa contagion, 
suflered to become popular by the igno¬ 
rance and vices of the clergy, and by the 
apathy and impolicy of ijovermnants. 
Since this time, in particular, England has 
nwrer bee^t qiiiet within herself, and lias 
never ceased to disturb the tranquillity of 
all ot|)er stales. As might have been 
foreseen, the success of the religious inno¬ 
vators encouraged the attempt of political 
incendiarihs. The Continent was inuu- 
dated with the blasphemou.^^and (lervers* 
reveries of English antichristians and Eng' 
lish aiitimonarchists. They sapped the 
very foundation of socfal order. 'I’oprovn 
their thorobglicontempt for ail institutions, 
divine as well as sacred, they opened their 
temples to the pio*t ignorant and viciooe 
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ftf fdMktict, dflivered the ntost Ttrtuoua cif 
their Ktoga into the hands of the most fe¬ 
rocious of regicides. How many niilHnns 
of ContinfKtal Europeans have not bled, 
^cause t^eSe islanders bad with impunity 
braved their God and butchered their 
Monarch i (Alas I said feelingly, hisIni- 
perial and Royal Majesty,* witliout their 
enoriBoits'perpetrations, Louis XVI might 
■till have reigned, and a happy obscurity 
been my lot. Supreme authority is but an 
inadequate indenjnity for my anxiety and 
labour to be the worthy sovereign of the 
greatest of nations.) In* fact, if the in- 
” fernal assassins of Louis XVI were de-, 
based Frenchmen, they had been tutored 
by English sophistry; they had been 
misled by the examples, or seduced by 
the gold, of the English factions. Is it not 
England alone which at this moment dis¬ 
tracts Europe, and causes the blood of its 
children to be lavi.shed inTurkey,Germany, 
Spain, Sicily, and I’ortugal ? Has net his 
Imperial add Royal Majesty almost year¬ 
ly, and in the ipidst of bis most splendid 
achievements; presented the olive branch, 
always interwoven with laurels, to un¬ 
grateful England ? How often has he 
not, ffom the bottom of his patriotic soul, 
in vain exclaimed '* Englishmen, 1 love 
you as men, and I esteem you as war'i iors I 
Let all human carnage be at an end ! Let 
outraged humanity recover its too h)ng 
lost rights ! Let us be friends upon \crms 
reciprocally honourable! Let our future 
rivalry be to enlighten, instead of de¬ 
stroying our fellow-beings*!" But his Im¬ 
perial and Royal Majesty has addressed ^ 
himself to a Government too w«ak to dare 
to be just, and too powerful not to be able 
to do mischief; and to a nation too selhsb 
to feel for the suSerings of ethers, and too 
licentious toaftend to its real interests. It 
cannot longer be doubted, that mankind 
must continue to be disturbed, until the 
Constitution of the British Empire is re¬ 
formed in a manner more congenial with 
the spirit of. the constitutional* charters, 
which at present secure the digifity and 
the power ofsovereigns, and the obepience 
•nd safety of the subjects of the Continent. 
To eilect such a salutary reform in the 
British Isiandsi the principal ’^Eoropean 
Cabinets musr be unanimous in their r<- 
■olyest and Arm and vigorous in their pro¬ 
ceedings. £nglBi\d must fall prostrate if 
the CmHinent remain upright. The di- 
viStMt and weakness of other Slates com- 
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pose her whole strength. Another.Con- 
slitutioit must be olfered her. If she pru¬ 
dently a</opt9 it, her imlependence and 
domhtiom will* be guaranteed; but if 
site is blind and obstinate enough to re-, 
fuse, a solemn decree of all civilized go¬ 
vernments will repudiate her‘for ever 
from the great family of the European 
commonwealtl); and slie,«han be ranked 
for the future among the piratical Slates 
of Africa. No more neutrals shall be 
endured. Capital punishments shall be 
inflicted on the master and crew of the 
ships of any foreign country trading 
with her ; and the law of higii-treason 
shall be, executed on sinugglers, pur¬ 
chasers and sellers of her productions and 
commodities. These plans and regula- 
tion.s may at an imperfect view appear 
rather severe ; but without them, a truce 
alone can be signed ; but a peace cun 
never |)fe concluded between her and the 
Continent. This severity towards her ii, 
therefore a real hpmanily with regard to 
all nations upon the globe, not excluding 
Great Britain herself. This fact may be 
proved without any difficulty, or the pos¬ 
sibility of a contradiction, if Englishmen 
were made of those materials that com¬ 
pose all other people, it would require lit¬ 
tle knowledge of the human mind to fore- 
tel the most flattering issue, without re¬ 
sorting to extremities ; but they difler 
totally from the rest of the human species. 
•—Who can deny, that a British King, ac¬ 
cording to the organized constitutional 
anarchy of his kingdom, is notv the most 
bumble of slaves ? When the mon^ch is 
not free, how dare his subjects talk of li¬ 
berty ? The truth is, that the bondage of 
Englishmen Irecomes heavier as it ascends 
it emanatelT from the lowest of the rabble, 
a sett of petty tyrants, ignorant and brutal, 
corrupt and oppressive.—Is that Monarch 
not a slave who Is deprived of selecting 
his own counsellors and servants ? Wbe^ 
during a reign of half a century, haa,. 
among scores of ministers, not been sur¬ 
rounded by ten he could like or trust; 
by six, he could love or esteem ? Are the 
fetters of tb&t royal parent light, who 
during mon4.hs is ibreed to see and hear a 
beloved son the butt of the most malig¬ 
nant passions, of the most malignant 
and debased of suen ? Do tb^ nii- 
nistera deserve thee nhtiK ef IreVinen, 
who are obliged to be undutiful and un¬ 
grateful to the Prince who has elevated 
them ; to flatter a licentious mdh, that 
despise uid msalt diem ? What must we 
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think of tlie heads or hearts of sworn 
royal y;otmseiU>rs, who dare not save the 
bosom of their prince from torture and 
the character <3f his child from unjust ig¬ 
nominy : though they must know that 
the toratentors are the most profligate of 
villains, ^nd the roost unprincipled of 
con^irators i What must be the standard 
of' the honour of» nobility, that hot only 
not intei€cres i?etween the infamous . 
aailunts of a prince of the, blood, but 
mjfRrrs some of its onto members to act as 
accomplices in the assault ? Can those re- 
preseiitatives of the people make any pre¬ 
tence to liberty, loyalty, or patriotism, 
who do nfit expel or punish the factions 
among them that try to stab monarchy by 
iH'spattermg the son of tbfeir snonarefa ? 
What fieedom or what loyalty must 
these pretended friends of the throne 
possess, who, to shew their attachment to 
the royal family, purchase openly their 
fiuure silence about one of the'sons of 
Uieir king, whom it was hardly possible 
any new slander could degrade, more than 
unnaturally to involve another son of the 
King in the disgrace of his brother ? Can 
any decency or any loyalty be supposed 
to exist among the citizens of the first 
city of the British empire, who not only 
join the wild fiends of their soverei^ 
every where, but encourage the senseless 
pratings of insolent and ignorant shop¬ 
keepers ; never opening their mouths but 
to babble impertinence'—but to bawl out 
treason ? Did* a single county interpose 
in the sltamefully and cruelly audacious 
hunt of the Royal victim ? Did not, on 
the contrary, every county emulate in 
this race of infamy, which should be fore¬ 
most to wound the feeling of a venerable 
king, and to recompense the outrageous 
perpetrations of the bitter enemies of his 
flomestic peace as much as his royal su¬ 
premacy"? Is it not evident, even to the 
most supelflcial observer, that either 
«ound morality or rational liberty must be 
wanting in the British nation? If it would 
be uiicimritable to suppose the former, it- 
would also be ridiculous not to see the 
total absence of, the latter.—In Great 
•Britain faction meddles witif every thing 
wild wvery body : even the king is fac- 
1 tifttts, in self-defence, for self-preserva- 
rHave not however, both in ancient 
and modern times; • both in Greece 
and France ; ii* Rome and in Bng- 
iand ; have not factaons always betm the 
anostioppressive of despots ? Havf not fac- 
4iaM aiwa^ aa^ tfftry ^Wbew, been the 


compahions of licentiousness, aad the as¬ 
sassins of freedmn ? Have not factions aSr 
all times been itrtolerant, daring, unjmA 
and incorrigible ? To judge by the scan¬ 
dalous scenes in the Britisb Isidtyls, which 
an indignant continent has lamented of# 
late, little ^pe remains that the factions 
there would desist from their nefarious 
deeds, were even France (as she might 
do) to priMlace damning evideiice, for 
centuries past up to this very time, of 
every chief of factions ; of every usurper 
of the name of patriot*; and of every 
candidate for popularity in Great Britain, 
having either-fixed hisprice to, or intrigued 
•with, the enemies hf bis country; %itber ac¬ 
cepted bribes, or received instructions, 
from rival or inimical cabinets. Though 
the majority might bo convinced, a des¬ 
perate miiiorit}' would command. In 
England as has been the case in France, 
factions can never be mended : they must 
be ejftirpated. Some .few persons, am¬ 
bitious or bankrupt in characters and 
fortunes, w'iiJ always, under the exisienue 
of the actual constitution i>f a Royal de¬ 
mocracy, find opportunities to mislead the 
ignorant and to head the needy and th« 
difafl'ected, in committing excesses dan¬ 
gerous to the peace of Europe, by.con- 
tagioi^ examples.—It belongs to history 
to recapitulate the many recent acts of the 
daring spirit 0 :f British factions, and of 
tfaeit influence on the internal and ex¬ 
ternal politics of Great Britain—of their 
crimes towards butnimiiy—of their com¬ 
mon ferocit}' and barbarity. But had they 
not power, after trampling under their 
.feet a Prince of the royal blood to extol 
the exploits of a General, who deliberated 
when be ought to have acted, who ad¬ 
vanced wbeo he should have eetreated. 
and wliose retneat was a di^derly flight 
before a batidful of parauers; srhife they 
force asotlier General to resign, thoo|^ 
viiotprious, because the climate, the ele¬ 
ments, and other unforeseen oceurreaccs, 
prtwciit hhn from succeeding toflie wbple 
exftmt of extravagant espectatiuns ? Haste 
they nof forced thew king to fea've «m- 
punishsd a political agent,* •W'hotiewnped 
to be impeached for «raiit.of abiflty or of 
bte^lty, in disobeying and diaKegaeding 
bis insivocuons ? Have they sioT featMid 
tifeir King to leave unnewtorded another 
polllacal agentf, whose firsmeMi, and 
whose obedience to tbp orders of hw Bo- 
veiwign, exposed him to public insult suad 
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penooal dangers ? • Have they not forced 
their King to swallovv, without' daring to 
resent, these and other provocations, though 
ofjered by tins most weak and contempti¬ 
ble of ](daer(iments?| Bat in alt the 
'■■■ branches uf th£ constitutional esiablish- 
tnentS'of-Great Britain, factions sway an 
anarchical iron sceptre, coufoondiiig, de- 
ranging,,and invading ail order. Has not 
a captain in the British fleet, cruising in 
Europe, dragged his admiral before a 
court-martial ? Though the latter has 
been honourably acquitted, have not fac¬ 
tions shielded the accuser from punish¬ 
ment? Have not officers serving in the 
British ^my in India seduced the soldiers 
to mutiny ? Have they nor, backed by 
faction, added rebellion to insubordination, 
and held out the most dastardly and per- 
jurous proceeding as meritorious acts of 
patriotism and of retaliating justice ? Is 
not the licentiousness of the British press 
tuch, that, protected and patronised by 
factions, g convicted libe)ler,§ published 
from his prison the most inflammatory of 
essays, defying-the laws, and exciting civil 
discords : insulting equally the Judge t^ho 
condemned him, and the Government that 
carried their sentence into execution ? 
Has.not a Chief of Faction,|| who is also 
a Member of Parliament, honestly ^old his 
assembly, that the natiorrwas not repre¬ 
sented by its Representatives, and that 
their country was not worth defending ? 
Were they not instantly all on flre,-<-those 
very factions that shortly before, with such 
admirable and philosophical patience, 
heard the son of their IKng most unmer¬ 
cifully ill-used ? Did not these friend; 
of liberty immediately decree a mandate 
of atrest against the declaimer of this dis¬ 
agreeable truth, of this bold frankness? 
Mow, BritiBl\anarchy exhibited itself in all 
its dreadful glory. Faction (combats fac¬ 
tion. Numbers of lives are lost in the 
very streets of the capital,*where a.civil 
war rages with all its fury. But, mark ; 
when, at last, the humanity of the King 
ftrders his guards to prevent faAber 
bloodshed, a factious Jury pronounces, 
' them murderous, because they t^d their 
duty, and did not submit to be mur¬ 
dered themselves by the bands of the 
rebellious faction !!!—The* proprietors 
of a tbeatrtf in London augment a tftfle 
the prices of admittance. Englishmen, 
like the Romans .of sanguinary memory, 
do not miss such .a propitious opportunity 
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to create new factions: The most disgust¬ 
ing scenes, the effects of the most Sbanie- 
fol licentiousness, transform the theatre 
into a field of battle for boxers and 
bruisers, for strumpets and pickpockets. 
Among a people that talk so much of res¬ 
pect for property, the property; of indivi¬ 
duals is openly invaded, and obliged to 
submit to the ruinous .maxiouim ot dicta- 
tqrial factions.- Ought ie'iot to be appie- 
hended, that prosperous anarchy will not 
stop at the door or i$i the pii of a theatre, 
but sooner or later force an entrance into 
banks, offices, and magazines: there,also, 
to aflix its maximum—to inflict its requisi¬ 
tions ?—Since the wisdom of Ills imperial 
and rue’ll Majesty has instructed the Con¬ 
tinent with i%gard to its true intc^rest, 
continental warriors are no longer tribu¬ 
tary to insular pedlars; and Englishmen, 

' who, in exchange for their dearly sold 
superfluities, received from foreigners those 
necessaries almost for noth+ng, began to 
dread a famine. To lessen the consump¬ 
tion for grain, government looked for some 
substitute for the distilleries. Their ware¬ 
houses weighing down with perishable co¬ 
lonial produce ; sugar naturally presented 
itself, and was proposed. The owners of 
lands took instant alarm ; they formed an 
opposition; and during months, the grain 
and the sugar factions ; with the theatri¬ 
cal and reforming foclions; with the naval 
and the military factions; with the jaco¬ 
bin, the city, and the parliamentary fac¬ 
tions; continued to engage the whole at¬ 
tention of a truly factious, divided, and 
licentious people. This is not the only 
instance when the interior of London forms 
a striking resemblance with the interior of 
Constantinople, at the period the Mu'Ssul-, 
men were at its walls, and with their scy- 
metarssoon settled the disputes of the con¬ 
tending sects and parties.—Every foreign 
invader of the British Islands has become 
conqueror. Bankruptcy- ma'y dismantle^ 
mutiny may disperse, storms may destroy, 
cand victory may capture fleets, hitherto 
the sole protectors of Great Britain against 
the just wrath of his imperial and royal 
Majesty. Submi.ssiot^ alone can prevent 
Britons fro'Vn being, like the. Batavians; 
erased fronn the list of independent nations. 
Resistance may retard in making more 
terrible the catastrophe, but it cannot alterl 
their destiny. They have no choice left 
between obedience of ponquesV. The 
reigning House neyer produced a hero; 
and ih^ domestic virtues of a Prince, 
ruling this tatbuleat ahd faetiotts' people. 
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are weak pledges that the repose of conti- 
nentaj nations wiM not still be disturbed or 
iiivaded. It remains, however, to be de¬ 
cided, whether a change of dynasty will 
be necessary, or a cliange ol’ constitution 
will be thought sufficient. Lo:tg ago, the 
nie.re assent of his imperial and royal Ma¬ 
jesty uiijfht have produced a general over- 
llivow. Long ago have different factions 
caused Jp be laicT before’ his imperial and 
royal Majesty, both rerjuests for receiviitg 
support, and piansafor effecting revolu¬ 
tions. But these are not times to encourage 
subjects to undermine.established ihrotus. 
Monaichs alone shall hereafter be the 
judges of monarchs; and woe to the 
Prince who resorts to an appeal tp his peo¬ 
ple against the sentence ol' his equals ! ! ! 
He has ceased to reign. 

(Signed) Duke ofC’ADOREi 
Founttdnbleuu, Oct. 30, 1810. 

I'o his Excellency -, 

(Most Coiijidentiul.) 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spain. — Tarragona. — Paris, 25th July, 
JSI1 .—Literal Translation of' a Report 
of the Siei^e of Tarragona, which Gene¬ 
ral Contreras, Ex-Oovernor of that 
place, addressed to the Council qf Regemy. 

(Concluded from p. lOO.J 

. Before the fall of the 

place, I wrote and declared openly, ibft, 
upon the system on W'hich operations were 
carried on, oi; rather, to speak* more pro¬ 
perly, meditated, the fortress, the garrison, 
and the ^my, would infallibly be lost. 
The SJuperior Junta of the principality can 
inform you of this, because I always took 
care to acquaint them with what was pass¬ 
ing; on their side, they did all that they 
could, in order that the operation of rais¬ 
ing the siege might be attempted, the only 
operation which it was lU cessary (o be em¬ 
ployed about and to execute without delay, 
and in concert with me, whatever were 
the numbers and nature of the cnemyis 
force which we had to cotnbat; but it 
was all in vain, and every day all this^ 
was less thought of at head-quarters, as 
• will appear from the lettft' of General 
Campoverde, in which he orders me to 
send him 3,000 of the best troops of the 
garrison, who were to be embarked in the 
night of the 27ih, uiMl«r the orders of Co- 
lone l^p'Rou an, wdio^ame to me for that 
purpose at eleven at night. I gave orders 
that he should embark with the regiment 
of Aliiieria j buPtbis arrangement did not 
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take |!)lace, and no one baa aepn O’Bouan 
again.—From the same letter may be seen 
the confusion which reigned at head¬ 
quarters, where the Marquis of Uampo- 
verde believed that a divisjdq of 4,000 
English had arrived in the place, and tho 
English Commandant assured me that he 
had only f,000 men, who had left Cadin 
on the 9th of June. The Marquis also 
wished that the troops which he'dvmanded 
of me should be embarked the same night, 
and he could not but know that this was 
impossible, for I had ns* other means but 
those which the English lent me, and the 
latter had then ffone that tvere disposable.^ 


AstERicAN States and England.—-L e«fr 
of Commodore John' Rogers to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Nary of the United States, 
relative to a rencontre with the English 
Ship, Little Belt. — Dated, on board 
tf^e United States Frigate, the President, 
off" Sandy Hook, 22f d May, 1811. 

Sir; I regret*extreniely being under 
the necessity of representing to you an 
event that occurred on the night of the 
ifith instant, between the ship under my 
cbmmand, and his Britannic Majesty’s 
ship of war, the Little Belt, commanded 
by Captain Bingham, the result of which 
has given me much pain, as well on ac¬ 
count of the injury she sustained, as that I 
sliobld have been compelled to the mea¬ 
sure.that produced it, by a vessel of her 
inferior force. The circumstances are as 
follow: on the 16th instant, at twenty- 
five minutes pii^t meridian, in 17 fathoms 
water, Cape Henry bearing S. \V. distant 
fourteen oP fifteen leagues, a sail was dis¬ 
covered from our mast head in the east, 
standing towards us under a press of sail. 
At half past onethe symmetry of her upper 
sails (whi(?h were at this time distinguish¬ 
able from our deck) and her making .sig¬ 
nals, shewed her to be a man of war. At 
45 minutes past one, e. m. hoisted our 
ensign and pendant; when, finding Jier 
.signals net answered, she wore and stood 
to the * southward. Being desirous of 
speaking her, and of ascertaining what 
she was, 1 now made sail in chase ; and 
by half-past three, p. m. found we were 
coming up with her, as by .this time the 
Upper part of her stern be^n to shew it¬ 
self above the horizon. The wind now 
began, and continue^ gradually to de¬ 
crease, so an to prevent my being able to 
approach ]ier sufficiently before sun-set, 
to discover her actual force, (which the 
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positiofl sbe preserved daring tfad chace 
WM calculated to conceal) or to judge 
ev«i to witat nation the belonged, as the 
appeared studiously to decline shewing 
faer cdoivl* At iitteen or twenty minutes i 
■■past seven, p. «l. the' cbace took in her I 
studding tails, and soon aftea hauled up 
her courses, and hauled by the wind on 
the starbpard ta^k; she at the same time 
hoisted an- eniign or dag at her mizen 
peak, but it was too dark for me to dis¬ 
cover what nation it represented ; now, 
for the first limej her broadside was pre¬ 
sented to our view; but night had so far 
progrwised, that although her ap|>earance 
indicated she was a frigate, I was unable 
to determine her actual force.—At fifteen 
minutes before eight, r. m. being about a 
mile and a half from her, the wind at the 
lime very li^bt, I directed Copt. Ludlow 
to take a position to windward of her, and 
on the same tack, within shore speaking 
distance. This, hvwever, the comufander 
of the chitce appeared from his inanteu- 
vrecto be anxious to prevent, as he wore 
and hauled by the wind on diflferent tacks 
four 4imes successively between this pe- 
rkui and the time of our arriving at the 
position, which 1 had ordered to be takSn- 
At 16 or 20 minutes past eight,*being a 
little forward of her weather beam, and 
distant from 70 to lOU yards, I hailed 
*• what ship is that ?” To this inquiry no 
answer was given, bat I was hailed b;^’ her 
Commander and asked "what ship is 
that?”—Having asked the first question, 
l of course Considered myself entitled by 
the common rules of polithness to the first 
answer; after a pause of 15 or 20 seconds^ 
1 reiterated my first inquiry* of " What 
•hip is that?” and before 1 had time to 
take the trumpet from niy mouth, was 
answered iby.a shot, that <cut off one of 
cur aaintop-mast breast bach^ stays, and 
went into our main-mast. At this instant 
Captain Caldwell (of Marines) vvho.was 
aranding very near to me on the gangway, 
having observed " Sir, she has fired at 
as,” caused me to pause for a moiniAit; 
just as I was in the act of giving hn order 
to fire a shot in return, and beioro I had 
time to resume tli« repetition of the in¬ 
tended order, a shot was actually fired 
from the second division of this ship, and 
«vafleearcely*out of the gun before it sfas 
Mwareped from our assumed enemy by 
three others in qa>ck succession, and soon 


Uie rest of his broadside and mus¬ 
ketry. When the fifst shot was •fired, 
being under an impression that it might 
possibly have proceeded from accident 
and without the orders of the Commander, 
I had determined at the moment to fire 
only a. single shot in return ; but the im¬ 
mediate repetition, of the previous unpro¬ 
voked outrage induced jie to Relieve, that 
the insult was premeUitateif, and that from 
our adversary being at the time as igno¬ 
rant of our real fort'« as 1 was of his, he 
thought this, perhaps, a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of acquiring promotion, although 
at the expence of violating our neutrality 
and insulting our flag; I accordingly 
with that degree of repugnance incident 
to feeling equolly determined neither to 
he the aggressor, or to suffer the flag of 
my country to be insulted with impunity, 
gave a general order to fire ; the effect of 
which, in from four to six minuies, as near 
as I can judge, having produced a partial 
silence ol his guns, I gave orders to cease 
firing, discovcringiiy the feeble opposition 
that it must be a ship of very inferior 
force to what I had supposed, or that some 
untoward accident had happened to her.— 
My orders in this instance however, al¬ 
though they proceeded alone from motives 
of humanity and a determination not to 
spill a drop of blood unnecessarily, I had 
in less than four minutes some reason to 
regret, as he renew'ed his fire, of which 
two S2-pound shot cut off one of our fore 
shrouds and injured our foremast. It was 
now that r found myself under the pain¬ 
ful necessity of giving orders for a repeti¬ 
tion of our fire against a force ,wlii£h my 
forbearance alone had enabled to, du us 
any injury of moment; our fire was ac¬ 
cordingly renewed and continued from 
three to five minutes longer, when per¬ 
ceiving our opponent’s gaff and colours 
down, his maintop-sail yard upon* the cap, 
and his fire silenced, although it was so 
dark that I could not discern any other 
particular injury we had done, or frow far 
be was in a situation to do us farther harm, 

I nevertheless embraced the earliest mo¬ 
ment to stop our fire aqd prevent the fur¬ 
ther effusioit of blood. Here a pause n{- 
half a minute or more took place, at thp 
end of which, our adversary nut shewing 
a further disposition to fire, I hailed, and 
again asked " wkat ship is that?” 

CTo it e<jn/trtue^.J ‘ ^ 


faUtlM by X. BAtSSHAW, BrydgM-Street, Coveot-Ganlsa':—Sold also by J.dtUDD, Pait-MaU. 
lABWtHPrteted by Ti C* fiBBSBrd, fMcrtoorMih’CMit, ri«et4ltrieta 
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" I sbail be told, that, at the end of the year, the Restrictions expire. Vesj.tothey do; but a 
“ year is a long while ; many things happen in a year; And, if all other matters hold together till ffext 
“ FehrSary, Mr. Perceval most be a very lame man indeed, iWie l)e not then much-more powerful than 
** he now is, and if the Prince have not much stronger rehsons for keeping him than he had for 
• choosiiDg him.’ll-Political Register, f.th Feb. 1311, page 311, Vol. XIX. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Irish Catholics.— —By referring to 
another part of this Number the r«»a(ler 
will s0ie an account, the best that I have 
been able to collect, of what bas recentfy 
passed, and is now passing in what is 
sometimes tenderly called “ our Sister 
“ Kingdom,” relative to the Catholics and 
their petition.-i^The object of this peti¬ 

tion has been to often discussed, and has 
been so fully explained, that it Js hardly 
possible that any one who can read Eng¬ 
lish should want any, further particulars of 
information upon that head. Suffice it to 
say here, just for the sake of giving shape 
to the "statement of the case, that the Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland have long complained i 
of the existence of certain penal laws le¬ 
velled against them as Catholics, and by 
which laws they are excluded from cer¬ 
tain benefits which they think they ought 
to enjoy in common with the rest of their 
fellow-subjects. To obtain, therefore, a 
repeal of tiie.se laws, thpy h^ve repeatedly 
petitioned the two Houses of Parliament, 
and their petition has been as repeatedly 
reacted by majorities of those Houses. 
It is well known, that it was for espousiitg 
the cause of the ^Irish Catholics that Pitt 
was, as it was then thought, turned out of 
place in 1801 ; though it afterwards be¬ 
came manifest to every one who was ca¬ 
pable of close obsei ration, that this was a 
mere pretence, arid that, in fact, he went 
out of place to avoid the shame of the 
measures then become absolutely neces¬ 
sary as to the war and the finances,' for,, 
we saw him return to place again without 
stipulating for any thing in favour of nhe 
Catholics, andfwhat is more, we saw him, 
now become minister agajn, oppose, aye 
oppose, and successfully oppose too, a pe¬ 
tition for that very measure, which be» 
cause he ivas not p|rmitted to adopt him¬ 
self he had, asdie jiretended, before quitted 
place. • ITiese transactions will be well 
remembered; and, the reader will also 
Iicai^ in mindk that it was thn same cause. 


to all appearance, that turned out the 
Whigs, They had pledged themselves to 
the Catholics of Ireland ; or, at least, they 
had taken that part with respect to them, 
that they could not refuse ^o do some¬ 
thing. That something they attempted ; 
and that attempt was made the pretence 
to turn them out of place, as men who 
w'ished to restore the authority of the 
Pope in England as well as in Ireland, and 
to rekindle the fires in Smithfield. Still, 
however, the Irish Catholics have conti¬ 
nued to complain *and to petition; and 
this brings us to our subject; for, it is as 
to the mode of obtaining a concurrence of 
the Catholics in the petition, that the dis¬ 
pute, which now agitates Ireland,' has 
arisen.—The mode pursued or pursuing 
by the Catholics was this : the Catholics 
of each county, or other district? were to 
mtet, and some had met, to choose Dele¬ 
gates to speak and act for them, and in 
iheir name, in a general meeting, called a 
Committee, to be held thereafter at such 
place as should be agreed upon, and which 
Committee was, besides, to be composed 
of the Catholic Peers and Baronets. The 
Delegates, thus assembled iii Committee, 
were, qf coi^rse, to discuss all matters re¬ 
lating to the object in view, that is to say, 
to the success of the petition intended next 

to be presented.-The government, 

alarmqd at the progress-of the cause, did 
not say to the Catholics that.they should 
not petition; it did not forbid them to pe- 
‘tition; that would have been taking from 
them the right which even Paine says was 
left uj freeborn Englishmen by thifWhigs 
at the Revolution: no, it did not say, that 
the Irish Catholics should not enjoy any 
lofiger the right of petitioning, that is to 
say the right of praying, and of humbly 
praying too: it did not forbid the Irish 
Catholics to enjoy this j^aluable blessing 
of a “ glorious constitmionbut, it for¬ 
bade the Irish Catholics to choose Dele¬ 
gates for purposesr connected with their 
petition p it forbade them to ' have repre¬ 
sentatives in this Work ef petitioning; it 
H 
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forbade ibem to pray by proxy; itseeniid passed, the tinion, Which gave rise to the 
' to say. “come yourseWes if you like; present complaints of the Catholics, had 
"come in person with your humble' not taken place. The Convention Act 
“ pfayers, but none of your praying by' Wks intended solely to prevent the meet- 
“ deputy.*’-^ia*iT'0 enforce this the go- - i-ngofDelegates, bodies ol whom were then 
verjpnient, oiff tfie 3®th of July, issued a forming in England and Scotland as well 
Proclamation forbidding the election of as in Ireland, and the main o^ect of 
Delegates and also the meeting of sacli whom was a Reform in the Commons 
persons as had been already chosen Dele- IJouse of P.yliament. What has succeed- , 
gates, and calling upon all Magistrates, ed the passing of that Act vwS all pretty 
Sheriffs and others, to be aiding and as- well Know; we see and feel the etiects of 
sisting in the enforcement of such prohi- it and similar Acts daily»and hourly ; and 
bition. Yet, notwithstanding this Pro* we have, perhaps, only had, as yet, a mere 
ciamation, the Committee met the next taste of those etiects. But, what we have 
day, and passed Resolutions expressive of now to consider is, whether the Act ir» 
their decided opinion, that the Proclama- question can be fairly construed touKtend 
tion was contrary to law; but, it appears, to the presept case. The Act says, that 
that, on the 8th;of August, a warrant was the assembly shall be considered unlaw- 
issued by the Chief Justice of the King’s fol, if it take place under pretence of peti- 
Bench, Downes, upon which warrant seve- tioning; and, therefore, if it can be proved, 
ral persons were taken up and carried be- that there was no pretence at all in this 
fore him, who admitted them to bail to case, but that the object really was to pre¬ 
stand their trial for the oilence alledged pare and present a petition, I do not see 
tgainst them. There appears to have how it is possible to make it out that an 
been, at this beginning, only five persons assembly of the Catholics upon this occa- 
arrested*. namely, Edward Sheridan, Tbo- sion was an unlawful assembly ; and, if it 
mas Kirwan, Giegofy Scurlog, H. Edmond was not unlawful before the proclamation 
Taafle, and Dr. John Breen, the first for was issued, let it be well recollected, that 
being chosen a Delegate at a place called the issuing of the proclamation did not, and 
Liffy Street Chapel, and the other four for could not make it so.——The Convention 
acting a's electors.—Thus stands the Actvftaspassedforlhepurposeofpreventing 
matter at this time. The Catholics deny /omd innovations : it was pas-sed to prevent 
that the Proclamation is lawful. It has the people from choosing men, whose ob- 
been grounded, as the reader will see^ jeet, it wasasserted, was to make great alte- 
upon an Act passed in the year 17Q3 (the rations in the government. Now,willany 
famousyearof tiieAniiJacobin war), calle*d one pretend tc^say.that the Catholic dele- 
the Convention Act; and this Act, the Ca- gates come under this description. Their 
tholics say, does not forbid whgl they have object is, and long has been, well known ; 
now been doing, and cannot Be construed it has been clearly defined ; every body 
to mean any such prohibition.—|-There understands it. The Catholic delegates 
are several lights in which this question is are merely the messengers from the seve- 
to be viewed; and the first is, whether ral districts of the kingdom, bearing the 
the Proclamation be agreeable to law ; or, people’s wishes as to the petition. And, 
rather, what is the meaning ot th^ law j let it be observed, that this petition has 
for, a Proclamation, not founded in law, in view, wo alteration in Church or State, 
is no' more than an old ballad or one of the It leaves the church- arid the state just as 
quack puffs that are handed out to people* they now are. It prays, indeed, that the 
passing through Temple Bar. The Con- pctiiioners may be admitted to partake in 
ventiori Act was intended to put an^nd to , . certain emoluments and honours, which 
the'Societies formed and,forming, ill 1J93, the government has to bestow: It prays 
for the purpose of procuring a Parlia- thaft the petitioners may be relieved from 
flientary Reform ; but, it made " iinlavifful the odium of exolusion : it prays that they 
“ assemblies” of all meetings of persons, may be placed up< ti the same footing as 
who shoqld be “.elected- by any pan of the rest of their fellow subjects: and I 
“ the people, undjr pretence of petition- ^>ut it to any man of common sense, whe- 
",ing for.Vjr, in *any other manner, pro- ther such a petition qan be said to con- 
“ curing an alteration of matters estab- template an alteration of .matters estah- 

“ lished by law in Chsrch or State.”-- lished by Jaw in Chu*rch oi* State. I 

That this Act had not the Cai'holics in think that such a man wilj answer in the 
view is very plain; for, at the time it was negative; fon if this be not the case, what 
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» there that we can petUion about which 
tnay not be said to belong to matters 
established by law, in Church or Stale ? 
It is well known that there are many 
German and Aristocratic French officers 
and al^o Dutch officers in our army. 
iTher# is an act of parliament that pro¬ 
vides that these men may serve and may 
obtain* high ^ank though they be Roman 
Cadiolics. 'Now, shall it be said, (Jiat the 
Irish ; that any number of Irish Gentle¬ 
men, because they are met for the pur¬ 
pose of framing a petition, praying that 
they may be {Haced upon a footing not 
less favourable than these Germans and 
FreiTcfamen; shall it be said that-sucji a 
meeting of Irish Gentlemen, aims at an 
alteration of matters Established by law, 
in Church or State ? Shall it be said 

that they are an unlawful assembly ? -It 

was seen, at the time of passing the Con¬ 
vention Act, that it might be said to be 
intended to stifle all petitionmg at once ; 
and, therefore, a clause was introduced, 
providing that thaAct should not be con¬ 
strued, in any manner, to prevent or im¬ 
pede the undoubted right of his Majesty^s 
subjects to petition him or the Houses of 
Parliament for a redress of any public dV 
private grievance. Vet, we see, that now 
this Act is made use of for the purpose of 
preventing the Catholics of Ireland from 
pursuing those means which, they assert, 
are absolutely necessary to come at a full 
and fairexpression of their wishes. In every 
case of this sort the*suc«ess of a petition 
must evidently depend, not only upon 
the numbers of the petitioners, but, upon 
fheir. unanimity also. Ami how, I should 
be glad to know are the numbers or the 
wishes of the Irish Catholics to be fully 
ascertained, except by the means of dele¬ 
gates, or persons under some other name, 
appointed for the purpose of britiging 
those numbers. and those wishes to one 
point? The opponents of Parliamentary 
Reform have often urged upon us, that 
there are no petitions; that the peaple do 
not want a Reform, if they did they woitW 
ask for it. But, is it not manifest, that, in 
order to collect the wishes of a whole peo¬ 
ple, you must form in rtie first place some¬ 
thing of an elective body f They call 
out to us for petitions; but, the moment 
any one sets about the only mode of col¬ 
lecting them, hovis acting unlawfully, and 
must aJjidE* by the consequences. We 
are thus placed in a situation like that of 
poor Sancho at the Banquet. We, like the 
Irish Cathblics, haye free* liberty to peti- 


tio’n, and those who oppose W onJjT wish 
to deprive us oF tbe means of domg it. 
——But, the ministerial papers tell os j 
they assert, and in the most unqualified 
manner, that the professqfi object of the 
Catholics is not thc^r real object; ^thal 
the deytrs of the legislature are always 
open to -them ; that their petitions have 
been received, and have been discussed 
with the utmost solemnity ;* that emanci¬ 
pation is of no more importance to them 
than a child's rattle, and that they say se; 
that they want a repeal of the Union, a 
popish parliament, separation from Great 
Britain, and? perhaps, other connections; 
“ these objects,” say they,*" if you frill 
" but sit quietly by while we pursue. 
" will render us indiliereiit as to Catholic 
" emancipation. Suck is the language qf 
“ the Catholics.” -Such is not the lan¬ 

guage of the Catholics, and all these .asser¬ 
tions, so boldly made in the Courier of the 
f.3th instant, are Just so many base and 
atrocious falsehoods. The same writer 
says, that the real object *of the jCatholics 
is to arm the people,against the govern¬ 
ment, and, in short, to rouse the country 
to rebellion.——The man who writes this 
knows it to be false; but he knows that it 
is likely to answer bis purpose, namely 
that of awaking the oUl prejudices in the 
minds of some classes of the people in 
England and Scotland, who, it must be 
confessed, have been but too ready to 
•listen to accusations such as are here pre¬ 
sented, and thereby to prevent the adop¬ 
tion of those measures which have, so 
long, beewnecessary to the real union, the 
strength and the happiness of the kingdom, 

-Yet, as if it were to be taken for 

granted, that the Catholics of Irdand 
really wish for a separation from England 
and a connection with France, the same 
writer goes on to observe, that he need 
not wish them a severer punishment than 
they would meet with in the accomplish¬ 
ment of their wishes. It is hardly pos¬ 
sible to conceive any thing more unjust, 
any* thing more injurious than inese 
charges against the Catholics. Herein, 
however, the Catholics have a lesson: 
they will now see that there is nothing tb 
exempt them, so long as they have com- 
plaiflts to make, from the lot of all other* 
who venture to complain of grievances ; 
which lot invariably is, to be accused of 
partiality for the enemy, of design* to 
overturn the settled order of thing*, of a 
wish’tff produce confusion and bloudahed, 
and, lit short, of being the wont of aub- 
H2 
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jects and the \*orst of imo. -After th*ese 

false and base accusations against the 
principal persons unongst the Catholics, 
this writer turns round and pa}*8 his court 
to the mass gf .the Irish people. “ We 
" etxcept*’ says he, the great mass of the 
" Irish people from any participation in 
" such wishes. They know that they are 
not restricted in the exercise of their 
".religion, tlTat they are not prevented 
" from the right of petitioning; they re- 
" main calm and tranquil, because they 
" do not want the blessings of Buona- 
" parte’s system; because they do not 
" desire to make common cause with those 
♦' fvfao wish for separation from En^and 

" and connection with France.’'-Well, 

now, if this be true, what-an argument is 
here, against the measures which have 
been recently adopted in Ireland. We are 
here told that the mass of the people in 
that country know that they are not re¬ 
stricted in the exercise of their religioii, 
that they enjoy the full right of petition, 
(hat they desire no separation from Eng¬ 
land and no connection with France, that 
they are too wise to want any of the bless¬ 
ings of Buonaparte’s system; and that, 
therefore, they remain calm and tranquil. 

---Do t^ey so indeed ? And is this their 

way of thinking? If this be true, why are 
you afraid to let them meet together ? 
What danger could possibly arise from 
their assembling? Nay, thou base and' 
venal man, why do you suppose, that they 
would meet at all ? If this, w’hich you 
have given, be the true character of the 
thoughts and the views of the cnnss of the 
people in Ireland, how is it possible that 
the peace of the country should be en¬ 
dangered by any calls made upon those 
people for any purpose whatever, much 
less for the purpose of choosing*delegates 
to be the bearers of their sentiments and 
their wishes; and which delegates would, 
of course, be such men as were conspicuous 
for their hatred of the system of Buona¬ 
parte, for the abhorrence of a separation 
from England, and their still greater ab¬ 
horrence of a connection with France ? 

- - . T hus is this vender of falsehoods 

convicted out of his own lips. But so 
it always happens to those who have 
not truth for their guide. This ’Arriter 
looking back upqr. the former part of 
his Article, perceived, that its natural 
tendency was to cause it to be believed 
that rebellion was a prevalent desire in 
Ireland; and' that, in fact, he htd* been 
writing and publishing an invitation to the 


enemy to invade that country. Oh! sa^s 
he^tb^s will not do. And yet I must not 
suppress ray accusations. I will, there¬ 
fore, make a distinction between thene 
Catholic leaders arid the Catholics in ge¬ 
neral ; and I will say that these latter 
hate Buonaparte and love the pjcesent 
order of things ; and thus I shall counter¬ 
act the dangerous tendency <of ^roy former 
assertipns. But he did not perceive 'that 
what he was doing for this purpose, was 
completely at variance "with every word 
that he had said in defence of measures in 
Ireland, and that all the aid he was giving 
to those measures was to prove, that one 
of* their advocates at least, was anfbngst 
the most foolish as well as the most base 
of mankind.—I cannot quit this part of 
the subject, without observing upon the 
effect which is likely to be produced upon 
the mind of the enemy, by the circum¬ 
stance of there being a prohibition in any 
part of this'kingdom, against.the people 
meeting together for any purpose, not in¬ 
cluding positive hreachas of the peace. Such 
prohibition must be necessary or unneces¬ 
sary: if the latter, I need not characterise 
the comTuct of the government that lays 
^uch prohibition ; and if the former, what 
must be the state of the country, what 
must be the disposition of the people, and 
how heavily must the fact weigh against 
us in all the calculations of the enemy and 
of the world! If the people have no rea¬ 
son to complain; if they be contented ; 
if they have reason* to be contented; if 
this be the case, what reason, is there, let 
me ask, to be afraid of their assembliim 
together? Wfien men think rightjy 
all know how much more strongly they 
feel, in consequence of .communications 
with one another: we all know the power¬ 
ful effect of public assemblies ; and why 
should not the government avail itself of 
the benefit naturally arising from 'this 
source? If the peopfe be not unanimous 
in sentiment of approbation of the govern- 
menVatill, if there be a majority of them 
uf that description, the government has 
nothing to (ear from assemblies of the 
people, unless we can suppose that in this 
case, contrary to what happens in all other 
cases in the world, the majority is to yield 
to the sentiment and wish of the minority. 
Sft that, it may, I think, be taken for 
granted, that when the government has 
recourse to prohibitions jig^nst popular 
assemblies, the conclusion to be ^rawn is, 
that it feels a consciousness of the exist¬ 
ence of that which thjs venal Vvriter is aat 
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willing to allow as existing Ireland at 
this time.——Turn the matter oil which 
side we will, it is, at any rate, impossible 
to avoid seeing, that Ireland, from one 
cause or another, is far from being in a 
state such as a real lover of harmony and 
peacescould wish; and, let me *ask those 
^ who are continually telling us of the dis- 
cbntjnll aimjn^stihe subjects of Napoleon, 
,what they would say, what hope? they 
would express, wjiat exultation we should 
hear from them, if events were to take 
place in Alsace, in Provence, or even in 
Italy or Holland, such as are now taking 
place,in Ireland? 1 have not the least 
doubt that they would thereon found*a 
prediction of his overthrow* and of the 

speedy deliverance of aflEurope.-And 

why, I ask for, perhaps, the hundredth 
lime, should such events take place in 
Ireland ? What answer can any one give 
me to this question ? Is it the/aull of the 
people ? Surely a whole nation*can never 
be in fault for so many years together; 
and besides, if it b^ so, why are the peo¬ 
ple not made a better people ? It is not, 
moreover, our custom, when speaking of 
rigid measures adopted towards his sub-, 
jects by our enemy, to ascribe the fault to 
the people, whom we, and with goo^ rea¬ 
son 1 believe, generally look upon as be¬ 
ing in the right. Be the fact, therefore, 
as it may, we certainly shall have no rea¬ 
son to complain if the world mete us back 
our own measure of judgment, and look 
upon the Irish Catholics as not being in 

the w*ong.-With this view of the mat- 

before us, it is natural for us to ask 
ourselves, when, oh! wAen,will any change 
take place in the situation of Ireland ? And 
this question natdrally leads us to inquire, 
what are the wishes of His Royal High¬ 
ness, the Prince of Wales, now Regent of 
the kingdom ; what are his wishes upon 
this important subject; because, upon that 
must depend, whether the Catholics have 
any thing to expect or not, either now or 
whenever a change shall take place^ts to 
the possessor of the executive power. —— 
This is a question of very great conse¬ 
quence : it goes to a decision as to the fate 
of the Catholics'; and, indeed, it falls little 
short of being decisive as to what the 
whole kingdom has to expect in future i 
in short, it goes nearly to settle the all- 
important p,qint, Namely, whether the 
Prince haa, or baS not, embraced the Pitt 
system of rule.—»—For my part, I am dis¬ 
posed to beljpve that His Reyal Highness 
has not, and never will, embrace that sys¬ 


tem, so fatal to En^and; but, at lirh same 
time, 1 must found my judgment upon 
" the evidence of factsI mast refer to 
my senses when I would say wbat T do^ or 
lio not, believe; and.if they bid me be¬ 
lieve a thing, I am a hypocrite if I jky 

that I believe the contrary.--^There has, 

for some time past, evidently been a sus¬ 
picion growing up amongsb the WhigSi 
that the Prince had abandoned them, and 
taken to their opponents, not only in form 
but in substance; that is to say, that he 
liad, after all, given the preference to Mr. 
Perceval and* hi.s colleagues, and that, in 
case of his father’s death, he meant not^o 
change the ministry, and, of course, not to 
change the system. The news-papers, in 
favour of the Whigs, have very sedulonsly 
endeavoured to persuade the public that 
that was not the fact; but that, on the con¬ 
trary, the Prince still adhered to them; 
tljal he suH'ered, indeed, the ministers to 
do nearly what they pleased until the year 
of restriction was over; and>that he longed 
most impatiently for its being oyer, in 
order that he might itvail him.self of the 
services of the Opposition. This has been 
the language of the prints devoted to the 
Whigs; but, on this the Ministerial prints 
have put a flat denial. They have assert- 
etV that the Prince cordially liked his mi¬ 
nisters ; that he approved of all their mea- 
|ares ; and that he had no intention at aU 
of changing them, even in case of the 
d^atli of Ills father.—Between assertions 
so directly opposite, and yet equally po¬ 
sitive, we must judge from facts that are 
notorious arid that neither party can deny. 
——Now, what are these facts-? First, as 
to the negative ; we have not heard any 
speech, any message, any expression 
of the Prince, conveying even a hint of 
his impatience to get qut of the hartds 
of the^ present ministers. But, on the 
other hand, we have seen him make ap- 
•pointmehts, purely in his own gift, just 
in such a way as a man would have 
made them, supposing him to be ayzordiai 
friend'of the present ministers I do not 
allude to the appointment of the Dukf of 
York. That might, perhaps, be fairly as¬ 
cribed to mere fraternal feeling, and was, 
in my,opinion, of very little consequence 
to the nation; or, at leas,t, not of sufficient 
consequence to call off^ns attention from 
many other objects. But, the appoint¬ 
ment of the new hard Melville to an the 
Offices^ ^Id by the former one of that 
name; this was a thing that gave me, I 
must confess, a shake as to my ppiniona 
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ruftecting the reatl politics of his Royal 
Highness. It seemed to me to be some* 
thing like shaking hands with the whole 
set and the whole syatem, and especially as 
I saw, that, alftHte same time, several well* 
known adherents of the Prince were re¬ 
ceiving favonrs at the hands of the minis¬ 
ters.->StiVI, however, I might be de¬ 

ceived; and i was very unwilling to ex¬ 
press, or even hint, an opinion favouring 
the idea of his Royal Highness having 
been won over to the system; but, there 
is no wisdom in shutlting one’s eyes and 
ears, and, from what 1 see c and hear, 1 
mestsay, tb^ there.does not appear any 
good reason to suppose, that the ministers 
htive, in hardly any instance, acted in op¬ 
position to the wish of the Regent. The 
contrary has been positively asserted by 
the Morning Chronicle and as positively 
denied by the Courier; and this brings 
us more closely to the case of the Iri^h 
Catholics, who, in all' their publications, 
have loudly boasted of having the Prince 
on their'side, but who, as to this point es¬ 
pecially, have beerf'flatly coiiirailicted by 
the ministerial prints, who tell them, that 
the Prince’s opinion, respecting them, 
agrees with that of his ministers, and, in 
short, that he is resolved to pursue the 
system, which, under his Royal Father, 
has “ with the assistance of Divine Pro- 
" vidence,” brought this nation into it^ 
present safe, honourable and happy state. 
In answer to assertions of this kind, the 
Morning Chronicle of the 1.5th instant 
publishes a very curious article. It is 
very clearly intended to make the public 
believe, that, as far as the Priqce has 
given his approbation to the measures 
against the Catholics, be has been deceived 
into it; that there has been a sort of plot 
against him ; but.tbat, as yet, tbe glot has 
not wholly succeeded. This article is very 
curious and worthy of the greatest atten¬ 
tion. It may be looked upon ass*peaking, 
not what the Whigs themselves believe; 
but wkat they would wdsh to believe, and, 
at all events, what they would hav^the 

public believe.-^'fhe writer is upon the 

aubject of Ireland, and, after spe aking of 
the disputed point relative to the in¬ 
terpretation of the Convention Act, he 

proC«teds thus :-» It is not a dry 

>• pditit of law, 'however, on which the 
*'judgment'of the public at the present 
moment requires so much to be enlight- 
cmed. It is bt that they nowiaaUend to 

*'the developernent of one of the darkest 
'** aid non arffiklpiolitit^l in&iiiues tlitit ever 


" was contrived since the days tjf Mach ia- 
“ vel.—-When bis Royal Higbitess the 
" Prince of Wales accepted the Regency, 

“ he saw plainly, that under the restric- 
" lions imposed on him it woubi be in 
“ vain to attempt any object of great and 
“ permanent national yood; and when; in 
“ addition to the nullity of his situation, 
" in point of power, the sOlemii Imd re- 
iterated asseverations of the King’s Phy- 
*' sicians gave him reasoij to believe that 
" his Royal Father would speedily resume. 

the Government, his Royal Highness 
" naturally felt (as every man of sense felt 
“ for him), that it would be most unjiiir to 
" Expect at his hands the immediaterealiza- 
“ lion of those fond^hopes, which his future 
" subjects bad indulged on the prospect of 
“ his accession to power. , His Royal 
" Ilighntss relied on the justice of inan- 
" kind to perceive, that, in fact, he had not 
" acceded ta power, and that he had ob- 
" tained frbm Mr. Perceval iTolhing more 
“ than the temporary adniiiustration of 
“ some of the royal dttribules. On this 
“ ground he appears to have resolved, that 
“ as he could execute nothing effectually, 
it would be wiser not to aite^npt the execit- 
" tion of any measure of importance during 
“ the ^restrictions.—Vl'ts Royal Highness, 
“ therefore, determined to continue all 
things in their place. He removed no 
" Minister. He recommended no friend 
« to the patronage of the King’s Servants; 
“ and above all, he brouglu forward no mea- 
" sures of his own.—^Acting on tfiis princi- 
“ pie fairly and honestly, his Uoyai. High- 
" ness had a full right to expect that the 
■' Ministers, on their parts, should, at least, 
" meet him half way, and abstain from 
“ disturbing the existing state of things, 
" by the obtrusion of any measures which 
“ might have for their object, the 
“ strengthening their own system of. Go- 
" vernrnent, in opposition to the known and 
“ recorded principles of his Royal Highness. 
“ Forbearance to this extent, however, by 
f no^means suited the views of Mr. Per- 
“ ceval. '* To be thus,” he argued, “ is 
" “«nothing ; but to be safely </n<»”^and 
" he knew that (je could not be " safely 
" “ thus,” unless he could contrive to make 
" such good use if his time during his posses- 
f‘ sion qf power, as either, by hts representa- 
f‘ tions, to weaken the confidence of his Royal 
“ Highness in the soundt&ss oftjie Whigprin- 
“ ciples which he had imb&ted; or to induce 
“ him, by the force tf circumstances, to consi- 
“ der a persevsrnnee in the preset,lysum as a 
“ uuuter qf neeessiivt avn •^ter the expiration 
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4ifthe rairiciiim -—On this ground, ihere- 
« fore, th« Ministers went iramediately 
" and diligently to work; The agents of 
« these intrigues, however, were neither 
JO clumsy in their natures, nor so new 
“ in their business, as to expect to ensnare 
•' his'lloyal Highness, by pre*senting to 
“ him at once all the hitter ingredients qf'the 
* cijp ffe u)«| to swallow. They went on 
“ more leisurely, as well as more safely, 
in their operations. The grand object 
was, first, to induce suspicion in the Ren/al 
" mind, that all was not quite right among 
“ his Catholic friends ; and then to per- 
« sugde. the Catholics, that his Royal High- 
*• ness had cooled on the subject of religibus 
toleration, and was by ho means so 
“ friendly to the repeal of the penal laws 
“ as they had supposed him to be. To do 
this efiectually, the Irish Government 
•• was to engage itself in a series of mca- 
<' sures sufficiently within the compass of 
that system, which his Royal Highness had 
" contented for a time to endure, to prevent 
“ his coming to ad open rupture with Mr. 

" Perceval, and, at the same time, suffi* 

•* ciently hostile to the Catholics to awaken 
their doubts, and to goad and worry 
" them, if possible, into some indiscreet 
<• application for the redress their 
'< grievances.—It was hoped that the more 
" violent party among them might thus 
" be tempted to come to some demonstra* 

" tion of ill huntour serious enough to enUMe 
“ Ministers to sound the alarm qf a plot, and 
** upon Ihis plot to ‘present to Iiis Royal 
<* Highness, for his approbation, a set of 
4' measures with which he must either 
•' comply, and thus endmrk himself in the 
tame bottom with them; or which he must 
“reject, AND THUS TAKE UPON 
“ HIMSELF THE ENTIRE RESPUN- 
“ SIBILITY, with but half the powers ol 
“ the State. Thus they were to go on 
« step by step» luitil, by entangling bis 
“ Royal Highness in their snares, they 
“ had made it impossible for him to carry 
“ on the Goyernmem without therd, while, 
« BY SEPARATING HIM FROM HlS 
“ OLD AND TRIED FRIENDIi. and 
“ by destraying the foundation on which 
“ his high public cbaracittr is fixed, they 
would render him dipendqnt upon their 
“ wUl and pleamre during his fviuns tfig* 
“ and life. —Such* in part, was the honour- 
“ able .sc^gme {kcijecied by the Ministers 
“ as soon as Ms Royal Highness bad poti- 
“ Tied to thorn his intention of retaining 
them yi the King’s aervice I Hitherto 
“ their success has not Iieeu very britUanC 


1/rtsA Catholics, 

• 

“ His RoygV. Highness i» a person not . 
“ easily to be deceived lot^. His youih 
“has been a youilL of adversity; and 
" from the lessons pf that severe but iaith- 
“ ful monitor, he has,leariffedl a quickness 
“ of penetration, as well as a rectitudF of 
“judgment, which have borne him safe 
“ through all the wiles by which he is etii- 
“ compassed. On the sams: qualities we 
"rely for )\\s future conduct \ but in the 
" mean time the scheme is in progress, al- 
" though, asyet, it has not reached its pro* 

“ per degree ol'matuHty.”—Now, reader, is 
not this a drpll sort of story ^ Are you to 
be made believe such a story as tlys ? 
What! is it to be believed, {hen, that Mr. 
Perceval has the power “ to weaken the 
“ confidence of His Royal Highness in 
“ those Whig principles which . he had 
“ imbibed” ? What! is it to be believed, 
then, that Mr. Perceval, or any body 
^Ise, by the means of any contrivance 
whatever, would he able to persuade Mis 
Royal Highness to persevere in the pre¬ 
sent system even after the restrictions had 
expired.^ Is it to be*believed, I say, that 
the Prince of Wales was to be intrigued, 
coaxed, wheedled, cajoled, humbugged, 
out of “ his recorded principles.” And 
at what age was be to be thus wheedled 
and cajoled ? why, verily, at the age of 
only half a century; and, observe, half a 
century, too, spent in the court of George 
the Third ! For my part, if such a thing 
as this was said of me, 1 should think it 
tantamount to calling me an idiot; or, at 
least, to an accusation of being so unsettled 
and so fickle that no man upon earth ought 
ever to place any reliance upon my word, 
howc'ver solemnly given, and for what¬ 
ever purpose,—This writer tells us, that 
the minister proceeded by slow degrees ; 
fur that His Royal Highness was not to lic 
inddbed to swallow the bitter cup all at 
once. Bitter cup ! What bitter cup? What 
cup was there for him to swallow ; or, at 
least, what cup, that would do him any 
harm! And,willthiswriiermake])sbelicve, 
thiA bis Royal Highness does not know how 
to distinguish one cup from another? 'This j 
•is all a farce : a very wretched attempt , 
to disguise the fact that the .Whigs have : 
be^n su[>planted in the favour of his Royal j 
Highneu; for is it qot a shocking absur- ■ 
dity to suppose, tbSk the ministers could | 
make the Prince swallow any thing against; 
bis will ? It is ap old saying that one ipan j 
.can tjke a horse to the water, but that; 
twenty cannot make him drink. A man 
may, be drenched, to be aurt. but as 




207) POUTICAL IffiOISTER.~/rMA Carto/i«. [208 


wheedlirvga “ bitter cop” down bis throat, 
the absurdity is loo greatto be endured for 
a moment.--We are told that the minis¬ 

ters excited suspicion in the Koyal mind, 
that all wa# Tiot. sjoite right amongst 
hil Catholic friends; tlrai then they per¬ 
suaded \he Catholics to suspect the sin¬ 
cerity, of the ttoyal mind; that then the 
Irish government was so to contrive it, as 
to worry and goad the Catholics into some 
act of violence, and yet the said govern¬ 
ment was to beep within the compass of 
the system which fhe Prince had con¬ 
sented for a time to endure ; that' 
out of this ^as to grow the accusation 
against the Catholics of a plot; that his 
Royal Highness was then to be inveigled 
into an approbation of a set of measures, 
which would embark him in the same 
bottom with the ministers; that he was 
thus to be entangled by them until it was 
impossible for him to carry on the gp- 
vemment without thenif; that having him 
thussitf)aratedfrom his “old tried friends,^’ 
the ministers would destroy the foundation 
of iiis character,and*render him dependant 
upon their will and pleasure, during his fu¬ 
ture reign and life.- - Now, in answer to 

this pretty story, we may first observe, that 
it necessarily (and most unjustly) supposes 
a total want of discernment, a total want »f 
the ordinary capacities of man, a total ab¬ 
sence of common sense, a blindness, a, 
fatuity rarely to be met with even amongst 
the most feeble, the most enervated of thi 
most enervated of men ; all these does 
tfiis story .suppose to meet in the Prince of 
Wales. If he was told that all vvas not 
right amongst his Catholic friendsij what 
prevented him from enquiring into the 
fact ? Or would this writer has-e us be¬ 
lieve, that the Prince, all at once, placed 
implicit reliance upon every thin^ that 
the ministers said ? If he did ; if he was 
to be persuaded by them, in the manner 
here described, that is enough, at once, 
for it is pretty clear they were become 
his trieiids, and that the Whigs had lost 
his friendship, Bu^ during all this finje ; 
dui'ing the time that all these shocking in¬ 
trigues were going on, where were ail 
those “ old tried friends” of the Prince ? 
Where were they ? Had none of iheip the 
loyalty and public spirit to tell him to 
what degree he wait deceived, and what 
danger he was in He never asked them, 
perchance: Weil, then,«it is clear that he 
looked upon them as being no loi^iggr bis 
friends.——Aye, and this, I am con¬ 
vinced is .the light in which idi the 


world will see the matter, before it Ae 
long. This writer himself cannot refrain, 
at the close of his article, from discovering 
that he perceives this as clearly as I do. 
He tells us, that, hitherto, the ministers 
have not succeeded very brilliantly in their 
scheme of tittrapping His Royal Tiigh- 
ness; that the Prince is not a person to 
be deceived long; that the ivSter reli'j on 
the Prince’s good qualities for his future 
conduct.; but (and mark the bni) in the 
mean time, the scheme is in progress, al¬ 
though, us yet, it has not reached its pro¬ 
per degree of maturity. Tliis is just the 
language of a man who is clearing the 
why for cutting an old acquaintance; and 
1 cannot help thinjdng, on what founda¬ 
tion 1 must leave the reader to judge, that 
a cutting between the Prince and the 
Whig party is at no great distance, if it 
has not already actually taken place.-— - 
Now, theii,«rcader, look at the motto, and 
.say wbe'ii’er 1 was not right in my con¬ 
jectures, as to the consequences of the 
present ministers being kept in power by 
the Prince. What has now taken place 
it was easy to foresee. It was manifest, 
.that tiie minister who could keep his 
place, under the Prince, whom he had so 
restricted in point of power, would not fail 
to secure the possession of it. What was 
the real cause of Mr. Perceval’s being 
kept in place, after the establishment of 
the Regency, no one has yet fully ex¬ 
plained to the public. Some of the rea¬ 
sons for his being so kept have been stated; 
others might be stated ; but it is useless 
to waste time in mere conjecture. It is«a 
we4l known fact, that, after his re.solute op¬ 
position to the Prince, the Prince has kept 
him in place. All that we can, at present, 
say of the matter is, that the Prince has dis¬ 
covered that Mr. Perceval is the best man 
to be minister; or we must conclude that 
-Mr. Perceval is a most winning little man. 
The Morning Chronicle may talk of in¬ 
trigues and plots as long as it plea.scB; but, 
what ‘'has Mr.. Perceval done mure than 
any other Courtier would do if he could ? 
The«Whigs may be sorry for it; but they 
cannot justly Mamf their more happy rival. 
It is, besides, c^uite useless for them to 
rail: if they are wise they will keep their 
tamper: instead of revilers of Mr. Perce¬ 
val, they will become his imitators, or, to 
use the emphatical old pro^qrb, •• take a 
kaf out qf his book.” 

Wi*. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgale, r 

Friday, lOth Aitgust, 1811. 



SO<J] 


AtJGUST l?, mi.^OM(^lPapcn. 


[210 


PAPER MONEY. 


From the l^entish Gazette, 

As so much has been said and written 
upon the subject of the depreciation of 
our Paper Currency, I am aware that any 
farther reTnarks can hare but little claim 
to. npveltyjj—As the Bank of England 
has, hojrever,*, b*y the Three Shilling 
Tokens, furnished us with complete dafa, 
whereby to estimat* the value of their 
Notes, it may not be uninteresting to 
many of j'our readers, to see ascertained, 
in a clear and concise manner, the value 
of Bank Votes in Statute Currency, and 
of Guineas in Bank Currency. 

No person can attempt tq deny that the 
Tokens are Measures of Bank Notes, as 
Shillings are of Guineas. 

Now a . Bank Token weighs 9 dwts. 
11 gra. or 227 grs. and the weight of three 
Shillings is 11 dwts, 15 grs. or 279 grs. 

Tlierefure 7 Tokens arc =: to 1589 grains of Silver, 
anil21 Sliilluigs = 1953 ditto ditto. 

Therefore a Guiiit a * 7 Tokens J * 1953 ' 1589. 


Tokens = Tokens. 


Therefore a Guinea 

7X1953 

IS to- 

1589 . 

= 8To. Is. 9j-d.f»|^j 
or a Guinea is = to '25s. 9ad. Bank Currency. 
Now by deducting 

9l> grs (the weight of a Shilling) from 1953, 
and 76 ( the weight of J Token ) from 1589, 

we shall have a .£.1 Note ; 20s. ! ; 1513 ; 1860. 

Therefore 

20x1313„. 304.60^.,., 

a £. 1 Note is = to —-- ;r— Shrts. —-.-sy.vv 8hils. 

1860 1860 

16s. 4^d. I).; 

or a .^1 Note is about equal to 16 b. 4fd. 
Statute Currency. 

^i'Koyj^aos, 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

American States and England. — Letter 
of Commodore John Rogers to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Navy of the United States, 
relative to a rencontre with the English 
, Ship, Little Belt. — Dated, on board 
the United States Frigate, the President, 
off Sandy Hook, 23rd May, 1811. 

• (Concluded from p, 192. J 

I learned, for the first time, that it was a 
ship of his Britannic Majesty’s; but, 
owing to its blowing rather fresher than it 
had done, 1 was ui^tble^o learn her name. 
After having Mnrorm^d her Commander 
of the name of this ship, I gave orders 
to wear, run und^ his Jee and haul by the 
■wind on t^e starboard tack, and heave to 


under top sails, and repair what little in¬ 
jury we had sustained in our rigging,which 
was accordingly executed, and we conti¬ 
nued lying-to on different tadks with a 
number of lights displayed, iA dTder that 
our adversary might the better discern, our 
position, and command our assistance, in 
case he found it necessary during the 
night.—At day-light bn the I7tlp, he was 
discovered several miles to leeward, when 
I gave orders to bear up and run down to 
him under easy sail; after hailing him ; 
1 sent a boat on board *with Lieutenant 
Creighton, to leain the names of the ship 
and her Commander, with directions to 
'Ascertain the damage she had sustained, 
and inform her Commander, how much I 
regretted the necessity on my part, which 
had led to such an unhappy result; and 
at the same time to offer all the assistance 
that the ship under my command afforded, 
in rej^iring ihe damages his had sustain¬ 
ed. At nine a. m. Liebtenant Creighton 
returned with information, thatsit was his 
Britannic Majesty’s ship Little Belt, com¬ 
manded by Captain Bingham, who, in a 
polite manner, declined the acceptance of 
any assistance; saying, at the same time, 
that he had on board all the necessary re¬ 
quisites to repair the damages, sufficiently 

to enable him to return to Halifax_This, 

however, was not the most unpleasant part 
of f^aptain Bingham’s communication to 
Lieutenant Creighton, as heinfoimed him, 
that ib addition to the injury his ship had 
sustained, between 20 and 30 of his crew 
had been killed ana wounded—The re¬ 
gret that this information caused me was 
<such, you luay be sure, as a man might 
be expected to feel, whose greatest pride 
is to prove, without ostentation, by every 
public as well as-private act, that he pos¬ 
sesses a human% and generous heart; and 
with these sentirnenUs, believe me. Sir, 
that such a communication would cause 
me the roosf acute pain during the re¬ 
mainder of my life, had 1 not the consola- 
tioy to know that there was no alternative 
left me (jetweeii such a sacrifice, and one 
which would have been still greater, 
namely, to have remained a passive spec¬ 
tator of insult to the ffag of my country, 
while it w^s confined to my protection— 
aqd 1 would have you to he convinced. 
Sir, that however much ufdividuaily I 
may previously- have had reason to feel 
incensed at the repeaUid outrages com¬ 
mitted on 0 ip%flag by British ships of war, 
neither my passions nor prejudices bad 
any agency in this affair.—To my conn- 
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try, I am weJl convinced of the import¬ 
ance of the transactiot%whicb has imposed 
upon me the necessity of making you this 
coniinunidiation; I mast, therefore, from 
motives AfMelioacy, connected with per¬ 
sonal consideration, solicit that you will 
be pleased to request the President to au¬ 
thorise a formal inquiry to be instituted 
into ail the circumstances, as well as into 
•very part of my conduct connected with 
the same.—The injury sustained hy the 
ship under my command is very trifling, 
except to the fdfe and main masts, which 
I before mentioned; noiperson killed, and 
but on^ (a boy) wounded.—For farther 
particulars 1 refer you to Captain Cald¬ 
well, who is charged with the delivery of 
this communication. 


England and American States.—PmWi- 
cuiion by the English Government, July 
16, 1811, relating to the Kencontm of the 
Little Belt with the American frigate, 

pRESibENT. 

Ijetter qf Rear Admiral H. Sawyer, Corn- 
mander in Chief on the North American 
station, to the Admiralty, dated Ber¬ 
muda, June II, 1811. 

Inclosed I transmit to you, for the in¬ 
formation of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from ! 
Captain Arthur Batt Bingham, jDom- 
mander of his Majesty’s sloop Little Belt, 
received this day from Lord JatnesTowns- 
hend. Captain of his Majesty’s ship G^olus, 
and senior officer at Halifax: by which 
their Lordships will perceive he was at¬ 
tacked on the evening of t^e IGth May 
last, when cruizing between Cape Henry 
and Cape Hatteras, by the United States 
frigate the President, of 44 guns, com¬ 
manded by. Commodore* Rodgers; and 
that after a close action of tlTree quarters 
of an hour the American ship made sail 
from him—Captain BingHam’s modest, 
but full and clear statement, renders any 
Nmmment from me unnecessary ; I 
have only to admire the extraordinary 
bravery and firmness, with which himseif/» 
his ofticers, and ship’s company sflpported 
the honour of the British flag, when op¬ 
posed to such an immense superiority of 
force, i have, however, deeply to lacqpQt 
the numbet’of valuable British Seamen 
and Royal Marines who have been .either 
killed or wounded on this unexpected oc¬ 
casion ; a list of whose guinea is alto 
inclosed, together with a copy of my 
order, /under-which Captain Bti^ham wm 
cruizing. - . . 


Capt. A. B. Bikoham’s Letter to Admiral 
Sawyer, dated on board the IMlle Belt, 
2\st May, Idll. 

I^r; I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
in pursuance of your orders to join his 
Majesty’s ship Guerriere, and being on 
my return from the Northward, not hav< 
ing fallen in with her, thgCat'abijut eleven , 
At M. May 16tb, saw a strange saij, to 
which I immediately gave chace; atone 
p. M. discovered her . to be a man of war, 
apparently a frigate, standing to the- 
Eastward, who, when he made us out, 
edged away for us, and set hjs royals; 
made the signal 275, and finding it not 
answered, concluded she was an American 
frigate, as he had a Commodore’s blue 
pendant flying at the main; hoisted the 
colours and made all sail South, the course 
I intended steering round Cape Hatteras, 
the stranger edging away, but not making 
any 'more sail. At half past three he 
made sail in chace. when I made the pri¬ 
vate signal, which was not answered. At 
half past six, finding he gained so consi¬ 
derably on us as not to be able to elude 
him during the night, being within gun¬ 
shot, and clearly discerning the star in his 
Ijirnad pendant, 1 imagined the more pru¬ 
dent method was to bring to, and hoist 
the colours, that no mistake might arise, 
and that be might see W'hat we were ; the 
ship was therefore brought to, colours 
hoisted, guns^ double shotted, and every 
preparation made in case* of a surprize. 
By his manner of steering dowp, he evi¬ 
dently wished to lay his ship in a^iosition- 
for raking, which 1 frustrated *by wearing 
three times. About a quarter past eight 
he came within hail. I hailed, and ask^ed 
what ship it was ? He repeated my ques¬ 
tion. 1 again hailed, and asked what ship 
it was? He again repeated my words, and 
fired a broadside,' which 1. immediately 
.returned. The action then became gene¬ 
ral, and continued so for three quarters of 
‘an hour, when he ceased firing, and ap¬ 
peared to be on fire about the main hatch¬ 
way. He then filled. I was obliged to 
desist from firing, as the ship failing oili no 
gun would bear, and had no after-sail tc 
keep her to. All the rigging and sails cut 
to pieces, not a brace or bowline left, he 
hailed, and asked what ship this was; 1 
told him ; he tfien ;^ed me if 1 bad 
struck my colour^? My •answer was, no, 
and asked what ship rt was ? As plainly at 
i couidaunderstand (li«^ having shot some 
distaaoe at Uut time,) he answered, the 
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United States frlMte. He fired no more 
(JOBS, but Stood from us, giving no reason 
for his most extraordinary conduct. At 
day-light iit the morning, saw a ship to 
windward, which having made out well 
what w'e were, bore up and passed within 
hail, full}^ prepared fur action. About 
eight o’clock he hailed, and said, if 1 
nleascd, ]ie wo»l|d%end a boat on board ; 

1 replied in the affirmative, and a boat stb- 
cordingly came wit() an Officer, and a 
message from Commodore Rodgers, of the 
President United tjtate.s frigate, to say that 
he lamented much the unfortunate affair, 
(as he teiyped it) that had happened, and 
that had he known our force was so infe¬ 
rior, he should not have f\red at me. I 
asked his motive for having fired at all; 
his reply was, that we fired the first gun 
at him, which was positively not the case. 

I cautioned both the officers and men to 
be particularly careful, and not suffer any 
more than one man to be at a gun.‘ Nor 
is it probable that a sloop of war within 
pistol-shot of a large forty-four gun frigate 
should commence hostilities. He offered 
me every assistance 1 stood in need of, 
and submitted to me that I had better put 
into one of the ports of the United States, 
which 1 immediately declined. By t^e 
manner in which lie apologised, it appear¬ 
ed to me evident, that had he fallen in 
with a British frigate, he would certainly 
have brought her to action; and what fur¬ 
ther confirms me in that opinion is, that 
his guns were*not only loaded with round 
and grape jshot, but with every scrap of 
iron that could possibly be collected.—I 
have to lament the loss of thirty-two men 
killed and wounded, among whom -is the 
master. His Majesty’s sloop is much 
damaged in her masts, sails, rigging, and 
hull, and as ther-e are many shot through 
between, wind and water, and many shots 
still remaining in her -side, and upper 
works all shot away, starboard pump also, 
1 have judged it proper to proceed to 
Halifax, which will, 1 hope, meet Witli 
your approbation.—I cannot speak in too 
high terms of the officers and men I haves 
the honour to command, I'o^ their steady 
* and active conduct throughout the whole 
of this business, who had much to do, as a 
gale of wind came on the second night 
after the action. IVly first Lieutenant, 
, Mr. John Mobqijy, who is in every re¬ 
spect a most> excellent Officer, afforded 
me very great assistance in stopping the 
leaks himself in the gale, seeuriiig the 
masta, bimI doing every ttung in his power. 
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It would be the greatest injosttee, was 1 
not also to speak (piost highly of^Lieute¬ 
nant Lovell, second Lieutenant, *of Mr. 
M'Queen, master, who, as 1 have before 
stated, was wounded in the riglft arm in • 
nearly the middle of the action, and Mr. 
Wilson, master’s mate. Indeed, the con¬ 
duct of every officer and man was so 
good, it is impossible for me to'discrimi- 
nate.—I beg leave to enclose a list of the 
thirty-two men killed and wounded, most 
of them mortally, I fear.—1 hope. Sir, iu 
this affair I shall appear \o have done my 
duty, and conduoted myself as I ought to 
have done against so superior a farce, and * 
*that the honour of the British colours was 
well supported. 

Return qf Officers, Petty Officers, Seamen, and 
Marines, killed and wounded on board his 
Majesty’s Sloop Little licit, Arthur Batt 
Bingham, Elq. Commander, in action 
with the American Jrigate President, the 
lath May, Ull. 

Killed.—Mr. Samuel Woodward, mid¬ 
shipman ; Christ. Bennett*, captain of the 
foretop; Jacob Greaves, carpenter’s erew ; 
'rijomas Sbippard, gunner’s mate; George 
Wilson, able seaman; Robert Liversage, 
able seamun; James Grey, ordinar/ sea¬ 
man ;• Robert Howard, ordinary seaman ; 
John Pardoe, private marine.— Wounded, 
—l^niel Kilham, landman, dangerously ; 
died ten hours after the action ; Richard 
Coo(fy, ordinary seaman, ditto, died 
twenty hours after the action ; John Ran¬ 
dal, able seam:^, dangerously ; Nicholas 
Manager, gunner’s crew, ditto; Mr. James 
'M'Queeii, feting master, severely; James 
Dunn (2), captain of the maintop, ditto ; 
•fomes Lawrence, able seaman, ditto; 
John Richards, able seaman, ditto ; Tho¬ 
mas Ives, abfe seaman, ditto; Michael 
Skinners, raiidman, ditto ; William Fern, 
hoy, ditto; David Dowd, marine, ditto ; 
William ifarrold, marine, ditto ; Mr. 
James Franklin, boatswain, slightly ; Mr. 
Benjamiri Angel, carpenter, ditto; PWfer 
M'Casl^ll, captain of the mast, ditto ; 
William Andrews,ordinary Beaman,ditto; 
Williifm Weston, ditto ; Edward Graham, 
able seaman, ditto; George Dalany, able 
seaman, ditto ; George Roberts, boy, 
4iUo; George Shoard, paarine, ditto; 
Daniel Long, marine, ditto.* 

Admiral Sauiyer’s Orders to the Cruisers on 
the Station. 

By Herbert Sawyer, E»q. Rear-Admi»l 
of .the Red, and Commander ia'Chief 
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of his Majesty^s ships aiid vessels em> 
pleyed, and to b« emptoyedi in the 
River £aint Lawrence, along the C&ast 
of NoVa Scotia, the Islands of Anti' 
coste* ftladelaine and Saint John, and 
Cape Breton, the Bay of Fundy, and 
at or about the Island of Bermuda, or 
Eomers Island. 

You are hereby required and directed 
to put to sea in his Majesty’s sloop under 
your command, and proceed without loss 
of time ofl'Charlestown, where you may 
expect to meet*Cgptain Pechell, in the 
Gueriiere, to whom yo« will deliver the 
packet you w’ill herewith receive, and fol¬ 
low his orders For your further proceed¬ 
ings. Should you not meet the Guerriere 
off Charlestown, you will stand for the 
northward, and use your utmo.st endea¬ 
vours to join him off the Capes of Virginia, 
or off New York; and ia.the event of not 
meeting the Guerriere. you will ciyize as 
long as vour proviSinns and water will last, 
and then* repair to Halifax for further 
orders. You are to pay due regard to 
protecting the frade of his Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects, and the capture or destruefion of the 
ships of the enemy. Y’ou are to be par¬ 
ticularly carelul not to give any jiistcau.se 
of oftence to the Government or Suhjects 
of the United States of America ; Miiid to 
give very particular orders to this effect to 
the Officers you may have occasicpi to 
send on board ships under the American 
Flag. You are not to anchor in dny of 
the American Ports, but in case of abso¬ 
lute necessity, and ijien put to sea again 
as soon a:- possible.—Given under my 
hand at Bermuda, this Ipth .^pril, 1811.* 
Heiibert Sawyek. 

To Arlkw' Batt Bingham, Esq. 

Cwnmander of his Myestv’s 
Sloop Ltlth Belt. 


Ireland. —A Proclamation, relative to the 
Meetin" qf the Catholic Delegates .—- 
30<A July, 1811. 

Richmond, &c. * , * 

Whereas, by an Act made in the Par¬ 
liament of Ireland, in the thirtjr-third 
year of his present Majesty’s reign, enti- 
taled, " An Act to preventthe Election or 
Appointmenl.pf unlawful Assemblies, ug- 
der pretence* of preparing or presenting 
public Petitions, or other Addresses to his 
Majesty or the Pavliilment,” it is enacted, 
• That all assemblies, committees, or other 
bodies of persons elected or in any other 
manner constitated or appointed to repre¬ 


sent, or assuming or exercising a right or 
authority to represent, the people of tbis 
realm, or any number or description of 
the people of the same, or the people of any 
provi nee, county, city, or town, or other dis¬ 
trict within the same, under pretence ofpe- 
titionmg for, or in any other mtnner pro. 
curing an alteration of matters established 
by law, in Church or St%te, shve and ex¬ 
cept the Knights, Citizens, and Burge,sses 
elected to serve in.th|p Parliament thereof, 
and save and except the Houses of Convo¬ 
cation duly summoned by the King’s will, 
are unlawful assemblies; and that it shall 
and may be lawful for any Mayq^, Sheriff, 
Justice of the Peace, or other Peace Offi¬ 
cer, and’they jire thereby respectively au¬ 
thorized and required, within his and their 
respective jurisdictions, to disperse all 
such unlawful assemblies, and if resisted, 
to enter into the same, and to apprehend 
all persons offending in that behalf.’ And 
it is fdrther enacted, ‘ That ff any person 
shall give or publish, or cause or procure 
to be given or pulilishcd, any written or 
other notice of election to be holden, or 
of any manner of appointment of any 
person or persons, to be the representative 
or representatives, delegate or delegates. 
Of to act by any other name or descrip¬ 
tion whatever, as representative or repre- 
• seniatives, delegate or delegates, of the in¬ 
habitants, or of any description of the in¬ 
habitants of any province, county, city, 
town, or other district within this kingdom, 
at any such assembly ; or *if any person 
shall attend and vote at such .election or 
appointment of such representatives or 
delegates, or other persons to act as such, 
every person who shall be guilty of any 
of the said offence^, respectively being 
thereof convicted by due course of law, 
shall be deemed guilty of an high misde¬ 
meanour. 

And whereas at a -meeting o.r assembly 
of persons held in the city of Dublin, on 
the 9th day of July instant, and stiling 
^emselves “ A Meeting of the Catholics 
of Ireland,” certain Resolutions, amongst 
■others, were entered into, and have since 
been published, of the tenour following;— 

*' Resolved,*—That a Committee of Ca- 
tholics be 'therefore appointed, and re¬ 
quested to cause proper Petitions to be 
forthwith framed for the repeal of the 
penal laws, and to pg-peure signatures 
thereto in all parts oT Ireland, and to take 
measures for bringingvsuch Petitions under 
the serious consideration qf the Legislature 
within the first month of' the ensuing Ses¬ 
sions of Parliament. 
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''BesoI?ed,-—^Tbst (kid CotamiUet; rdo 
coBsist of the Catholic Peers and ■their 
eldest - sons, the Catholic Baronets, the 
Prelates of the Catholic Church, in Ireland, 
and also ten persons to be appointed by 
the Catholics in each County of Ireland, 
the surrirqrs of the delegates of 1793 to 
constitute an integral part of that number, 
and also of fwe gertons to be appointed by 
the Cathdlic inhabitants of each Parish in 
Dublin. 

" Resolved, That the appointment of 
the said persons be made forthwith. 

“ Resolved, That it b^ recommended to 
such Committee to resort to all legal and 
constitutiSbal means of maintaining a 
cordial communication of sentiment and 
co-operation of conduct ambngst the Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland, and generally of pro¬ 
moting the favourable reception of their 
petition. 

" Resolved, That until the new^ Com¬ 
mittee shall be appointed, the manage¬ 
ment of Catholic aQairs shall be confided 
to the Catholic Peers, Baronets, and sur¬ 
vivors of the delegates of 1793/ 

And whereas there is reason to ap¬ 
prehend, that some of his Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects may have already acted, and that 
others may be misled to act in furtherance 
of tliuse resolutions, by taking a part itf 
the election or appointment of delegates 
or representatives for such proposed As¬ 
sembly or Committee ; and that the per¬ 
sons so elected or delegated, or to be so 
elected or delegated, may be disposed to 
meet and form such assembly or Commit¬ 
tee as afores'aid. 

And whereas such an Assembly as is by 
these resolutions proposed to be convened, 
is not only in direct violation of the pro* 
Tisions of the statute aforesaid, and an un¬ 
lawful assembly, but tends directly to en¬ 
danger the peace and tranquillity of the 
State. 

Now we, the Lord Lieutenant, by and 
with the advice of the Privy Council of 
Ireland, being determined, as far as in us< 
lies, to enforce the due observance of the 
laws of-this realm, and being anxious to 
prevent the mischiefs which the violation 
ef those laws, and particuIaVly of the 
statute herein before mentioned; must oc¬ 
casion, do, by this our Proclamation, 
command all his Majesty’s loving sub¬ 
jects of this part of the United Kingdom, 
that they do Bbslaih*tro«i all acts and pro¬ 
ceedings whatsoever contrary to the pro¬ 
visions of the aforesaid statute. , 

■And've do furiffer hereby call upon and 


require all Justices of the peace, M^ors, 
Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and other Peace ^cers 
in this .part of the IJnited Kingd^O, that 
they dp proceed in due coursofcf law to 
apprehend and hold to Ijail nf persons 
against whom information on oath shall 
have been obtained of having given or 
published, or-caused to be given or pub¬ 
lished, any written or other notice of 
elections to be holden, or of any manner 
of appointment of any representative or 
delegates for any such assembly as is 
herein before-mentionedf or of having 
voted, or in an}', manner acted, or who 
shall be found actually voting, 
ether manner acting, in the election or 
appointment of such delegates or repre¬ 
sentatives, that the person or persons so 
offending may be prosecuted according to 
law; and in case an assembly of such de¬ 
legates or representatives shall hereafter 
attempt to meet in defiance of the law, 
and notwithstanding tliis our Proclama¬ 
tion, that they shall proceed tcv disperse 
the same as an unlawful assembly, pur¬ 
suant to the directions of* the aforesaid 
statute. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dub¬ 
lin, Ihe 30th day of July, 1811. 

Manners, E. Frankfort, . 

WfSTMEATH, ' W. W; Pole, 
Mayo, D. Latouche, 

Erne, S. Hamilton, 

Charles Kildare, W. Saurin, 
CasTLE CooTE, P. Duiuenan. 

De Blaquiere. 


• 

Ireland.— At a Special Meeting of the Ge- 
* neral Cenmittee qf the Catholics of Ire¬ 
land, held in Dublin, at No. 4, Capel- 
Street, on Wednesday,' the Z\H of July, 
1811. , 

The Earlof Finsall in the Chair, 
Resolved, That the Catholic Committee, 
having adjourned on the 26th of July to 
the 19th of October, 1811, have, notwith¬ 
standing, deemed it expedient to hold 
an Ebctraordlnary Meeting on the 31st day 
pf July, ill consequence of a communica¬ 
tion from Government to the Earl of Fin- 
gall, dated the 30th inatant, to the follow¬ 
ing effect:—‘ That a Privy Council was 
to be assembled to take into consideration 
the*expediency of issuing a IVoclamation 
declaratoiy of the Laws,’ &c. &c. ' and 
likewise the course to bp pursued to in¬ 
sure its observance.’ 

Resolved, That this Committee, relying 
on the Constitutional Rights of the Sobjeef 



819 ] 

to petition ^ Legislature in the way end 
mann^ speciBed in a Resolution to that 
effect, passed at the last aggregate Meet¬ 
ing of tblir Body, do now determine to 
continue and persevere in the Constitu¬ 
tional' coarse they have maturely adopted, 
for the sole, express, and specific purpose 
of preparing a Petition, or Petitions to 
Parliament, for their full participation of 
the Rights of the Constitution; and that, 
in so doing, they not only, in their opi¬ 
nion, do not violate, but act in strict con¬ 
formity with itsr soundest principles. 

Resolved, That this Committee will 
never under pietence of preparing 
or presenting Petitions, but for the strict 
and sole purpose of preparing and causing 
to be presented a Petition or Petitions. 

Resolved, That the right of Petitioning 
secured by the Bill of Rights, is recog¬ 
nized by the ^th and last .clause of the 
Convention Act, in the words following:— 

' Provided also, -^that nothing herein con¬ 
tained shall be construed in any manner 
to prevent or impede the undoubted right 
of his Majesty’s subjects of this realm to 
petition his Majesty, or both Houses, or 
either (House of Parliament, for redrejs of 
any public or private grievance.’ 

^solved. That the Resolutions of the 
late aggregate Meeting of the Catholics of 
Ireland, holden on "the 9th of July, having 
appeared this day in an imperfect state in 
a Proclamation from Government, we feel 
it expedient to republish them, viz,— 
Resolved, That being impressed with 
an unalterable conviction of its being the 
undoubted right of every man to worship 
his Creator according to the^ genuine dic¬ 
tates of his own conscience, we deem it 
our duty publicly and solemnly to declare 
our decided opinion and principle, that no 
Government can, with jftstice, inflict any 
pains, penalty, or pfivalioh, upon any 
man for professing that form of Christian 
faith which he in bis conscience believes. 

Resolved, That we, therefore, shall per- 
»3evere in petitioning the Legislature for a‘ 
total and unqualified repeal df the f’enal 
Iaws which aggrieve and degrade tha 
Catholics of Ireland. « 

Resolved, That in exercising this un¬ 
doubted right of petitioning.yve shall coii- 
'tinue to adjiere to the ancient principles 
iff the Constitution, and to conform also to 
the peculiar restrictions which, by modern 
•otatutes, are imposed on the people of 
Ireland. o , 

Reaolvtd, That a Committee of Catho- 
Itoa bo tbenefoFO appointed, and requested 


to cauM proper PeUtions to be fordiwith 
framed, for the repeal of the Penal Ladrs, 
and to procure signatures thereto in all 
parts of Ireland, and to take measures for . 
bringing such Petitions under the serious 
consideration of the Legislature, within 
. the first month of the ensuing«Sessions of 
Parliament. 

Resolved, That said«C(pni»ittee do con- ' 
aist of the Catholic Peerl, and liieir eldest 
sons; the Catholic Baronets ; the Prelates 
of the Catholic Church in Ireland; and 
also of ten persons, to be appointed by 
the Catholics in each county in Ireland, 
the survivors of the Delegates of 179S, to 
constitute an integral part oi^that num¬ 
ber; and also of five persons, to.be ap¬ 
pointed by the Catholic inhabitants of 
each parish in Dublin. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to 
such Committee to resort to all legal and 
const\,tulional means of maintaining a cor¬ 
dial communication of sentiment and co¬ 
operation of conduct amongst the Catholics 
of Ireland; andf generally, of promoting 
the favourable reception of our Petition. 

Resolved, That the appointment of the 
said persons be made forthwith. . 

Resolved, That, until the new Commit¬ 
tee shall be appointed, the management 
of Catholic affairs shall be confided to the 
Catholic Peers, Barunets, and survivors of 
the Delegates of 1793. 

PiNGACL, Chairman. 

Edwahd Hay, Secretary, 

Dennys Scully, Esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved, That the most cordiaj Thanks 
of the Committee are due, and are hereby 
returneii to the Earl of Fingall, for his 
manly, spirited, and dignified conduct in 
the Chair. 


Ireland. — Account of the Arrest qf the Ch- 
tholic Delegates in Dublin, on the Qth of 
August, 1811 .—From the Dublin Even¬ 
ing Dost of the lOih of August, 1811. 

Early in the forenoon cf yesterday, 
Henry Edward Taaffe, Esq. partner in the 
Bank of Lord Ffreliph and Co. and Mr. 
Kirwan, merchant, of Abbey-street,, were 
arrested; under a warrant fr-om Lord Chief 
Justice Downes, for acting as Delegates; 
and Doctors Breen and Burke, and Mr. 
Scurlog, merclfent, were also arrested, 
for acting as Electors *of. Delegates to the 
Catholic Committee. These Gentlemen 
having been brought in custody to the 
house of Lord Chief justice, in Merrion* 
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S uaire, and Mr. Carmichael.haringattend* 
there on the part of Mr. Kcmmis, the 
Crown Solicitor, the Gentlemen so in ois- 
tody required Mr. Carmichael to state to 
the Chief Justice, that they had been 
arrested without any previous information, 
that they were desirous of having an op¬ 
portunity of advising with Council as to 
the conauct,the^ ^lould pursue ^ and that 
time should be*^^ranted them until tlijs 
day. for that purpose. Mr. Carmichael 
said he would commanicate what was so 
desired to the Chief Justice, and having 
gone up stairs, returned in a few minutes 
with the Chief Justice’s answer, which 
was, tha^ he could not give such time. 
They then de.sired Mr. Carmichael to ask 
the Chief Justice if it was his intention to 
commit them to prison, in case they did 
not then procure bail. Mr. Carmichael 
having again retired, returned soon after, 
and mentioned that the Chief Justice had 
desired him to say, if bail was not* given, 
be would then commit the persons in cus¬ 
tody to prison. Bail vaas afterwards en¬ 
tered for i,000l. and two sureties for 2001. 
each.—Upon the bail being entered, Mr, 
Kirwan addressed the Crown Solicitor’s 
Clerk, Mr. Carmichael, in the following 
words :—Sir, I would wish to have a copy 
of the information on oath, under w'hich 
I have been arrested, and am now de¬ 
tained, as 1 understand the law entitles 
me to the same.—The Chief Justice re- ! 
plied—-It is not usual to give it; you will 
take legal advice, and if you are entitled 
to it, the person yon employ will obtain it 
in a legal Way. Mr. Taaile made a simi¬ 
lar ap^ication, and received the same an¬ 
swer.—We heard Mr. TaafFe declare, that 
he did hot consider tliis extraordinary act 
of power so much a Catholic question, as 
a violation of the subject’s right generally; 
and with this view he would defend him¬ 
self by every.means jpointed out by the 
Law and the Constitution'.—So farthe pro- 
• ceedings of yesterday. Under another 
head we submit some observations on tha 
subject, to which we would claim public 
attention. We shall here annex the War¬ 
rant of arrest. ^ 

"Copy of the Warrant. — hy the Right 
Hen. William Dotvna, Lora Chitf Jus- 
tice of his Majesty’s Court qf King’s 
Bench, in Ireland. 

I • 

County of the OnVj 'Whereas, it ap- 
OF Dublin, to wit. y pears to me, by 
information upon oaln, that on the ninth 
4ay of July last, % number of persons as- 
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sembfed at Fishamble-street, in the county ' 
of the city of Dublin, did propose ud re¬ 
solve, that a Committee of peTs^jaf, pro¬ 
fessing the Roman Catholic ^Religion, 
should be appointed to represent the Ro¬ 
man Catholics of Ireland, for the purpose, * 
or under the pretence, of preparing Peti¬ 
tions to both Houses of Parliament, for 
the repeal of all laws in force ia Ireland, 
particularly alfecting the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland. And whereas, 1 have also re¬ 
ceived information on oath, that on the 
31 St day of the said moivth, divers, other 
persons assemblety in the Roman Catholic- 
Chapel, in Lifley-street, in the ci^nty of' 
the city of Dublin, for the purpose of ap¬ 
pointing five persons to act in such Com¬ 
mittee as aforesaid, as the Representatives 
therein of the parish in which said Chapel 
is situate, and that at said Meeting -in 
LilTey-street, one Edward Sheridan vrtm 
appointed one of the said Representatives, 
and that Thomas Kirwan, Gregory Senr- 
log, Henry Edmond Taaffe, asd Doctor 
John Breen, w'ere four of the persons so 
there assembled, and that <they and each 
of them then and there acted in such ap¬ 
pointment of the said Edward Sheridan,' 
to *be such Representative as aforesaid, 
against the form of the Statute in that case 
made |nd provideil. These are, there¬ 
fore, in his Majesty’s name, strictly to 
charge and command you, to apprehend 
and Bring before me, or some other of the 
Justioes of his Majesty’s said Court of 
King’s Bench, the bodies of the saifi 
Thoinas Kirwan, Gregory Scurlog, Henry 
Edmond Taaffe,' and Doctor John Breen, 
(hat they be dealt with according to law, 
and for youf 80 doing ibis shall be your 
sufficient warrant. Given under my hand 
and seal, the &th day of August, I d 11. 

• Wm. Downbs. 

Francis Hamilton, said all 
or any of the Constables 
of the said (tamty of the 
city qf Dublin, and their 
Assistants. ^ > 

, TifpeIiary Meetino. —On Thursday, a 
numerous and respectaUe Meeting of the 
Catholics of the County of Tipperary tooli^ 
place in Clonmell. We have not room 
to detail the whole of the ^proceedings, 
aifd can only briefly slate, thbt ten persons 
were appointed to tbe CatholicGommittee, 
and a Vote of Thanks .was unanimously 
passed to Counsellor Scully.—The Catho¬ 
lic Gentlemen received twenty distinct 
ialimations from Magistrates, ^saring 
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them of their dissent from the Proclama¬ 
tion. V Mr. Prittie, Representatire for the 
Countyxiffas present; and we understand 
Lord List£''re offered his support, should 
it be tfaoul^ht necessary. 


Portugal and Spain—The War.— Ex - 
. tract qf a Dispatch from Lord Viscount 
TaMcra. Dated, 2uinta de St. Joao, 
July 11 , I81 1 .— (N. B. The foregoing 
Dispatch, in page 154 , should be dated 
4th July, and^not 1st July.) 

The enemy continuec). in the positions 
reported in my dispatch of the 4th instant, 
till the* 7th, when they moved a large 
bmly of cavalry and about two battalions 
of infantry from Montigo towards the Xe- 
vora, and from thence upon Villa de Rey, 
Le Roca, and Albuquerque.-.-The object 
of this movement was apparently to cut 
off our detachments employed in observ¬ 
ing the enemy oh that side; in Which, 
however,; they did not succeed. Major 
Cocks having retired with all his detach¬ 
ments upon St.cVicente, still keeping com¬ 
munications open with ArVonches and 
Portalegre.—The enemy’s troops retired 
from Albuquerque on the 8th, and Major 
Cocks again entered that town with his 
parlies on the same day.—The army of 
Portugal are again in the same position on 
the right of the Guadiana, which they oc¬ 
cupied when 1 addressed your Lordship 
on the 4th instant.-^Genera2 Blake made an 
attempt to obtain possession qf Niebla on the 
night of the 30th of June, in which place 
the enemy had a garrison* of about 300 in- 
ftuitry. 1 am sorry to say this attempt 
failed, and he remained befofe the place 
till the 2nd instant, and then retired to¬ 
wards the Guadiana.—On the 6th two di¬ 
visions of infantry and the cavalry of the 
5th army, under the Cohde do Penne Vil- 
lamur, were crossing the Guadiana, on a 
bridge constructed for them* at St. Lncar 
•by Colonel Austin. The artillery was 
unbarked at Ayamonte, and General Bal- 
lasteros with the advanced guift-d remain¬ 
ed upon the river St. Piedro. If appeared 
to be General Blake’s intention ta embark' 
his troops for Cadiz, but neither General 
Castanos nor I have heard from him since he 
marched from Juramenha on \he 18th of 
June.—In t^ north Marshal Bessieres Ifad 
returned again to Valladolid from Bena- 
yente; fmd in t^e end of the month of 


June, the enemy asifirobled at and in the 
neighbourhood of Valladolid a considera¬ 
ble body of troops. < General Bonnet, 
however, still remained in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Leon and Benavente with the 
troops under his command j and I hare 
received from General'Silveira,^ report of 
the defeat of the French in an attack 
made upon a Spanish d^tacbmont from the 
avny in Gallicia, in front*of Astorga, on 
the 25th ultimo .—The Guerillas likewise 
continue their operations; and besides the 
alarm given to Valladolid on the 15th ul¬ 
timo, Don Julian gave a similar alarm to 
Salamanca on the 29th ultimo; but a con¬ 
siderable party of Guerillas belAigihg to 
different Chiefs, which had taken a (;on- 
voy at Penaratida, were afterwards sur¬ 
prised on the 30lh of June, and dispersed, 
about 200 having been killed, wounded, 
and made prisoners. 


France.— SprecA of Count Segur, Orator 

of the Council ff State, to the Lc^rislative 

Body, at the Close qf the Session, July 25, 

1811. 

GentlemenWe have presented you 
this year with but few plans of laws. Now 
that the codes Napoleon, of commerce, 
&c. are organized throughout the empire, 
it is natural that the labours of the admi¬ 
nistration should augment, and that of the 
legislation diminish. The same activity 
which in so few years has revived France, 
founded the most powerful and vast em¬ 
pire, re-erected the altars, raiiied justice, 
endowed the communes, intersecteclTrance 
with roads and canals, levelled mountains, 
organized public iostitutions, and given 
France those wise laws which other na¬ 
tions envy, and are eager to adopt; the 
same activity, 1 say, must at present give 
motion to all these creations, advance all 
these establishments, and perfect the so¬ 
cial edifice the bases of which are laid. 
All the sources of riches and prosperity 
are opened; creation is finished; life 
commences. Thus, the small number of 
laws we now offer you, proves how salu¬ 
tary and alk-sufiicient Ihose are which al¬ 
ready exist; but if this Session, Gentle¬ 
men, has not been marked by the adoption 
of important laws, it will not on that ac¬ 
count be a less mamorable epoch for you. 
(To befimtmued,J 
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Paper Monev. -In the foregoing 

Number of the Register, at page 209,1 in¬ 
serted, upon this subject, an article from 
tile JCfnrislt Gazette, containing the process 
and result of a curious and useful calcula¬ 
tion as to the real present vrortii of a one 
pound note of the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England. The calculation 
Wivs foumled on the data furnished by the 
Bank Company themselves in their Three 
Shitling Tokens; and the result is, that the 
£. I Noie of the Bank is w'orth lbs. 

——Notliing could be more fair than the 
author’s principle, and his result was per¬ 
fectly correct. But, there is an error i i 
the^fouiulation on whicii the whole of his 
calculation is raised ; and, of course, as all 
the calculaiions are correct, there is an 
error in the result, which error I have 
pei'ceivcil by a rcrereuce to that admira-.’ 
blc work. Dr. Kellj/’s Universal Cambist. 

-The Kentish Correspondent slates the 

weight of the Three Shilling Bank Token 
9 dvvis. 1 I grs. or V27 gr*!.; and, he adds, 
that the weight of 77i/'fe IS I I dwts. 

15 grs. oV 279 grs. Hence lie proceeds 
witliTiis palculation, and very clearly de-. 
tnonslraies, that, on data furnished by the 
Bank Company llie!n.selvt's, 

A Guinea is worth in Bank £. s. d. 

of Eiig'latid Notes. 1 5 9|- 

. And 

A One Pound Note-of the 

Bankof England is worth 0 10 

But, this Genileiiian, for whose pains I l)«g 
leave to ud'er him niy .sincere thanks, for¬ 
got, or he had never known (as woulj ! 
have been the case with me witliout the 
aid of Dr K- lly^s Book), that there is a 
considerable rhltereiice between the jf'*' nc.s.v 
of liie Token Silver and (he Standard Silver, 
and, of course, a considerable ditl'erence 
between the value of»tlie one and that ol 
the other. 1 he'lblien Silver is the sauK' 
with the Do/^r Silver. The Dollar is not, 
as is generally supposed, woyh 4.t. Ud. 
sterling; ‘ but -f' li^d. as will be seen by 
referring to the UntversaJi Cambist, Vol. 1, 


page 391 ; And, by* a reference to the 
same page it will be seen, that the dollar 
silver is, in point o( ^fineness, 6 dwts. woree 
than English Standard Silver. Therefore, 
as the Dollar is now issued at 5s. tid. and 
its divisions in proportion. Bank Paper is 
to Sterling as 511 to fib, which makes the 
Sterling value of the Three Shilling Token 
2s. 4-^d. and of the One Paund Note 
15s. 8^fi. Let us state the matter clear at 
the expence of a little repetition. 


# 

In Sterling, 

• £. s. d. 

The Pound Note is worth... O 15 8^ 
The Five and Sixpenny 

• Token . 0 4 3f 

The Three Shilling Token O , 2 4^ 

The Guinea . 1 1 O 

'llic Shilling. 0. 1 0 


, In Bank of England Paper, 

£. s. d. 

The Pound Note is worth... 10 0 
The Five and Sixpenny 


Token . 0 5 6 

The Three Shilling Token 0 3 0 

The Gjinea . 1 6 9 

The Shilling. 0 1 3| 


The Depreciation is, therefore, 

27-f pijr centum. 

Now, fet it be observed, that these re¬ 
sults are drawn from data furnished by 
tlie Bank ‘Company themselves -in their 
Three Shilling Tokens. These TokensPot 
only declare the real value of the Bank 
Notes^ ’but, they declare what the Bank 
Company themselves look upon as being 
the jri'al value of their notes.——7’hose 
noli s are. then, depreciated, in comparison 
W'ith gold and silver. 27| per centum ; 
and, their pound note is really worth only 
■|5f. 8yd. in yood and law.u'i money of this 
realm..' —- li' this be false, any one may 
.'shew it by figures; jnd, if n<> does 
.shew it by Ggures, let the Paper-Mill peo¬ 
ple for ever afrer hold .heir tongues.-—— 
if one ivanted any thing more to. estabbslt 
the iacl/.'s well us the degree of deprecia-. 
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ti*n, the stite of the gold market and of the | which is, as nearly as can be, a fall of 27 •§ 
exchange wobl4i The Portugal Gold coins, J per ceptum.——Thus is this fact of 
which are not ^ equal in fineness to our ciation proved in all manner of ways^ana 
gold coin, now^sell.Jeaving, of course, a yet are there hirelings to deny it. Their 
■ profit to the broker, at Jf. 4 17f. 6d. an deriials, however, answer no purpose, 
ounce, if paid for in Bank of England This is a point as to which all their trir^s 
Paper. Whereas, if that paper was not will be of no avail. Here is a steady 
depreciated, the Ounce of such coins would principle at work, and noting that can 
sell for no more than £. 3 17s. lO^-d. in be said or done will put a stop to its pro- 

the Bank Paper; because, as we have gress.-The depreciation of the Bank 

' seen above, that is the value, in Sterling Paper is daily and hourly appearing under 
monej% of an ounce of English Standard fresh guises: it is gradually putting forth 
Gold. Under these circumstances, is it all the usual symptoms of total annihilation, 
any wondei^ that we no longer see any At Bristol little pieces of silver, worth no 
gold or silver coin current f it would be more than eightpence^ sterling, havtf' been 
very strange if we did, seeing that the issued by private individuals, and pass for 
guinea is worth £. 1 ()».' 9d. and the shil- a shilling, under the denomination of “ ne- 
ling, if good, worth Is. 3\d. in Bank “ ccssary change,” At Louth, in Lincoln* 
paper; and, the Crown and Half Crown, shire, a Company of Carpet Manufecturers, 
of course, in the same proportion.——As named Adam Eve and Co. have issued 
. to the exchange, we w'ill take the instance Notes for 2s. 6d. These Notes are mere 
of France. By referring to the Universal printed cards (just like the assignats iri 
Cambist, VoU II, page 238, it will be France), payable to bearer; but, mark! 
seen, that the par of exchange between not payable generally, but specifically »« 
London and Paris 'is this: 25 livres, 11 Bank Notes. Thus : “ Pay the bearer for 
sous and 6 deniers French for 1 Eng- “ eight of these a one pound Bank Note.'* 
fish. Now, if Monsieur Jacobin of Paris And here, then, it all hangs together ip a 
owed Sir Sothead Jubilee of London a string! I have frequently said, that to 
pound, and Sothead wanted to apply the these small notes we must come. I have all 
pound to the use of Sothead Junior vyho alon^saidit. It is the regular, the natural, 
might be a prisoner in France, the elder the inevitable progress; and, such notes 
Sothead would draw a Bill of Exchange w e shall see in every part of the kingdom. 

for the purpose: that is to say, he wouTd -This Mr. Adam Eve seems to be the 

draw an order, or bill {ot£. 1 upon Mtm- founder of the half crown notes. Not a 
sieur Jacobin, which, upon being pre- bad name for an* original inventor. His 
seated by the younger Sothead, would, in notes are veritable assignats. They are 
due course be paid in the French money, just such things as they used to‘ have in 
livres, sous, and deniers; and, as we have France. They will breed amazingly ; 
seen above, young Sothead ougnt to re- and, I dare say that Mr. Adam Eve will 
ceive 25 livres, 11 sous, and 6 deniers; see the country people at Louth market 
but, " no,” says Monsieur Jacobin,*' your with thousands and thousands of the pro- 
*' English pound is not worltt so much as geny in their pocket books, of a denomi- 
“ it used to be. It is not a pound in nation down so low as that of a halfpenny. 

" ^cie that I owe to Sir Sothead Jubi- -As the gold and silver rise in. price, 

“lee: it is a pound in Bank Paper, there must be more and more sihall notes, 
“ because what I bought of him was or, the tokens must be raised in their no- 
“ bought in that paper. Therefore I must raiftal value, or else, others must be put 
“ pay you no more than the wortH of one forth of the present nominal value, but of 
“ pound in Bank paper.” This ‘point l^ss weight hr of a less pure quality. Per- 
being settled, they look to the price Cur* haps all these three expedients will pro* 
rent and Course of Exchange of the day; ceed hand in hViiid. But, at any rate, the 
and, if it were on last Friday, thqy would present Tokens will not remain long in 
find, that, agreeably to the Statement pub- circulation, unless they be raised in no- 
lisbed in Londofi by Welenhall, the sum to' minal value; for, they will soon be worth 
be paid to young Sothead would be only hoarding, or seeing tc<*melt down, or to ex- 
18 Livres, instead of 25 Livres, 11 Sous, port. The guineas and othf-r .gold coins 
and 6 Deniers. So that here see, that have disappeared alopg with the crowns 
our Bank Paper has depreciated, or fallen and half 'clowns and tolerably jgood shil- 
in value, 7 Livres, 11 Itous, and 6 Deniers lings; and, when the metals rise a little 
iMit of 25 Lirres, 11 Sous and. 0 Deniers; higher in price, the Tokens will march the 

Ik 
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same way; for they can never be made to 
beep company with a paper that is depre¬ 
ciated lower than themselves-The 

expedient of Mr. Adam Eve of making 
his assignats payable onl)^in Bank Notes 
has, doubtless, arisen' from the Ifnowledge, 
which is now got abroad, that, as the law 
yet staAds^a^man may demand gold or 
silvef for notes payable to bearer ge- 
’nerally; and, this will answer his pur¬ 
pose ; fur, no one can enforce payment 
of them in any thing but Bank Notes. 
The example will, 1 dare say, be followed, 
by agd by, all over the kingdom, by the 
Country Bankers, who will make their 
notes payable in Bank of England Notes, 
what will this do) It will not stop 
i 'r .rio; an hour; but, on the contrary, 
vv;'l .'.fj ,'eraie it greatly, by augmenting 
' ?>( ■ "'y of paper, and, of course, 

r;!,' ii f!te depreciation.-»I should be 

r*!!' i.'ito any one who would send 
m. ...u •>! Mr Adam Eve's little notes; 
aiiicf t(. aiy other person who would sen.l 
nit on.- of the " necessary change’' pieces 
fiom Bristol. It is not for the " base 
luert” of ilie thing; but I have a desire to, 
possess memorials of the progress of the 
grand event that is approaching. I have 
some of ihe forged assignats, and I should 
like to have one of Adam Eve’s to keep 
them company. But, as to Mr. Adam 
Eve, he might, I think, send from him¬ 
self a quire or two of his money. It costs 
him nothing but the'paper and print; 
and, if jt were only as a brother author he 
might aflbrd me so trifling a gratification. 

Spain.—Tarragona.- The language 

of those who were indulging, some time 
ago, such very .sanguine hopes as to the 
was in Spain, is a good deal changed. 
They, begin to tell us of treasons at Cadiz; 
of enenaies in our bosom; and, in short, of 
every thing which indicates coolness, dis¬ 
affection, and a declining cause.-To 

the fall of Tarragona much of this’ has 
been ascribed ; and, it must be allowed, 
that that event was well calculated to |ko- 
duce dismay amongst the.people of Spain. 
Poor creatures! what are they, in any 
city or place, to do agamsf such tremend¬ 
ous means as the French have to bring to, 
bear against them ? What are they to 
do ? It" is fine talking about their glorious 

cause; bu*, whaCarc they to do ? -At 

Tarragona, where the governor appears to 
have been a |ery gallant and skilful man; 
at Tarragona, strong by nature and by 
art; .at Tarragona, which was, besides. 
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open to us by the sea, all times 

capable of being assisted 4fj^us; at Tar¬ 
ragona if they could not, vjllth a nuijieroHS 
garrison, defend themselves against jthe 
French, what have they to expect at any 
other place ?- • — At Tarragona there was, 
it appears, an army of about ten thousand 
men, at the time when the assault took 
place. Between eight and nine thousand 
were actually made prisoners. This is a 
fearful fact. Why, ten thousand men 
ought to defend w^ll-constructed "works 
against fifty thousand; or, indeed, against 
almost any number that s^an possibly 
be brought to bear upon a fortified place. 
But, as the Spanish Governor himself say.s, 
his men would not meet the French in the 
breach. They behaved well enough, it 
seems, during the former part of the siege, 
and until the real fighting foot to foot 
began; but then they gave way ; their 
hearts sunk within them; they were ap¬ 
palled ; they fled in every direction ; 
and, rather suffered themselves to be 
killed by their own officers than meet the 
French soldiers. There is no gainsaying 
this. It is the statement of the Spanish 
Governor himself; who says in so many 
wonls, that " the garrison behaved heroic- 
“ ally up to the moment of the assault; 
‘‘llat, even then the officers behaved 
“well; that they, sabre in hand, made 
“ the greatest efforts to keep the soldiers 
to their duty, and to collect them, in 
“ order that they might resist and attack 
“ the French, who were pursuing and 
o cutting them down in the streets. But,” 
says “ the terror of the soldiers in- 
“ creitsed every moment, and they ^ let 
“ themselves be sabred even by us, with- 
“ out '.resolving to recommence the coin- 

«« bat”--This is a most striking proof 

of the dread which the Spaniards have of 
the French ; that they feel themselves in¬ 
ferior to them in point of courage; and, 
in short, that they are impressed with a 
conviction, that it is their fate to bd’eon- 

qoer,iBO.‘-^The accounts given by our 

own people of the close of this memorable 
siege agfees but too well with what has 
been published by the French, as will be 
seen in 'another part of this Number. 
But, I really do not see the policy (to 
say nothiiig of the justice) of our 
against Marshal Suchet and his army. If 
the French had Taihsd against Lord 
Nelson^ Art account of his ▼•^ctory oil 
Trafalgar, which, in point of import¬ 
ance, may be put, perhaps, about upon a 
level With this achievement of Marsha* 
12 
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Suchet; if llie French Itad railed against 
Lord Mels'c^i, upon that d'ccasion, what 
guprl would -ihat have done them ? It 
would have inSde n# laugh at them, to be 
suVe, just as the French must now laugh 
at us. What is the use of calling Sachet 
and his army savages and ,monsters ? That 
will do us 80 .good, nor will it do the 
I’lencl) any hai m ; atid, as to the justice 
of the charge, thongh we Iraye been in- 
Jbrnied by Mjclo t himself, lliat most ler- 
rihle-veiiaeaiice tvv\s<taken u|)on the town, 
it Wiis what the Governor vvgs apprized of 
bpliii'e haty^, and what he mii;hl have 
avoided by timely surrender. He did not 
choose that: he shewed himself a brave 
man. But, tlicn, he was to expect the 
consequences ; the natural, the legular, 
consequences. Since war has been war 
those wdto have stood out and have been 
, captured hy as-sauit itave been given uf) 
to pillage. There rnsy have been more 
than oi'dinaryv severity and brutality ex- 
erci.sed at Tarragona for ooglit I know ; 
but ] know, that tq, give up the place to 
|jillage was iiotiiing 1100e than wiiat is 
fully authorized by the usages of war ; 
and it is, I am inclined to think, what any j 
]inglish«Cominaniler would do in a simi¬ 
lar case.-We have been assnied i« ^ur 

iunvs[)apers, that the I'lem b lost al|ove 
three thousand lueji before 'I'arragerva. 
There were the lives of these men tb 
avenge. We all know' how vengeance 
gets treasured up during a long siege, in 
. wiiich, until the end, the besiegai s gene¬ 
rally suffer most.--But, at ativ talc, our 

horror at the conduct of the French and 
our coinpatsion for the sull'erings of the 
Spaniards have something aboai iliem 
truly distinctive of the character of the 
war we are now waging in the Peitlnsuia. 
We urge the Spaniards (poorsotls!) to 
make a gallant defence of their towns ; 
we extol those who hold out agtimst the 
French, and we e.xecrate tiiose who do 
not.«,We call these latter cowards and 
traitors, though we did hot call, iiy either' 
of those names, the garrison who bist ycar 
vurrendered at Almeida. In siiort, wee do 
every thing, that wv can possibly do, and 
say every thing, that we can po^ibly say, 
to induce every .Spanish garrison to resist 
to the I&st. And," while we do this, and 
while we have loud and virulent censure 
at hand for th'ose garrisons who do not so 
hold out, is it not rather too slianieful for 
us to pull out our handkerchiefs and aticet 
to blubber when we see a Spanish garri- 
xtMj put to the sword and a Spanish^town 


pillaged, which we well know' are the 
natural and the general consequences of 
that very resistance which we so strongly 
recommend ? But, we do more, as far as 
our public prints go; we do more than 
urge the •Spaniards to this sort of mortal 
resistance in their towns. We record of 
the Spaniards, that they, ip numerous in¬ 
stances, massacre the French uxihout r,rercy ; 
that the Guerillas, as they are called by 
us, and the Banditti, as Pliej' are called by 
the French, cut to pieces ail the French¬ 
men they can lay their hands ujton. These 
acts our public prints applaud; they 
bring tlicm forward as proofs ol the pfoper 
feeding of the Spaniards. And, while 
the.se prints do this, is it not a shame to 
hear them, in almost the si^nie bieath, 
revile tlie French lor their barbarriies to¬ 
wards the Spaniards, which are the neces¬ 
sary consequence of those acts of tlic 
Spaniard'-,* which these piinls.so loudly- 

commend ?-Aye, we are told, but tlie 

French are : .I'ley go into Sp.iiii 

as coiujuerorsi Very Iriie; and I am by 
no means inclined to justify the invasion 
and conquering of a country for the sake 
of conquest; Init, it is, nevcTliieless, very 
well known, liial the circumstance of an 
e.iuiihy being engaged in an invasion, anti 
in tile pursuit ol con.'juest; it is very vveii 
kno'wn, that this circumst.ince does not 
prevciil.such enemy from bringconsidcicd 
as a laxvful enemy, and from being treated 
according to the Vfsuul customs af xjur. It 
this were not the case; that is, if an in¬ 
vader with views of conijuost were to be 
considered as shut out from the uhial 
rules of vv.;r ; if Ins soldiers were to be 
l.niichcred in cold bloird; if no quarter 
were, to be .shown liis army on account of 
his hei.ig an invader with views of coiujucst, 
what woui-.i, in namcrous case.s, have been 
the fat,e of our armies?. For, how Uiany 
i.slands, principalities, and kingdoms, have 
we invaded and conquered ? I am not, 
i observe, attempting a justification of, or 
I an apology fur, the invasion of .Spain by 
Mt^poleon: whether that invasion was just 
or unjust is a question winch I will not 
here attempt to discuss, ihough it is a 
question whiclv ought, one of these days, 
to be soberly and impartially' gone into. 
‘I am not attempting, by citing our own 
conduct, to make any^-cxcase for the inva¬ 
sion of Spain and Poatugal lyt France, 
though 1 must express my fear, that our 
example at Copenhagen, coupled with our 
constant declarations, that vie are fighting 
the batiks of England in the Feninsula, which 



.tS3] AUGUST 24, 1811. 

we very often call o%uworks qf England: 
I must express myiear, that, with these 
facts before the world, we should not gain 
much in an accusation against the French 
that they haye invaded the Peninsula 
without just cause. But, let us leave all 
these matters f<fr the present, aad return 
to the question as to the laws of war, as 
bearing .upon ^the point before us; and, 
certainly theee laws, if laws they may be 
called, do not authorise any distinction 
between the treatment of an invading 
army and an army that is not engaged in 
invasion; for, in fact, how are people 
to make war at all, upon land, without 
invasion f The Duke of Brunsivick in¬ 
vaded France about twenty years ago, as 
he bad before inv.aded Holland, with the 
very same Prussian army ; but, his army 
was not considered as excluded from the 
usual rules of war. The Duke of York, 
our present Commander in Chief, invaded 
France sometime after tlie invatiion of the 
Duke of Brunswick ; he was at the taking 
of a town or two, awd attempted to take 
others. But, did ever any one hear of his 
•army btiiig refused quarter, or treated 
ilijlerently from the usual course of war? 
No: anil, when the French republicans 
threatened to do it, were they not menaced 

with retali'dtiou ?-Hence, then, "it is 

clear, that the. French army in Ifpain 
ought to be considered as a lawful enemy, 
an enemy entitled to the treatment pre¬ 
scribed by the usual practices of war. 
Therefore, if we applaud .(as our prints 
mostly do) acts of massacre committed by 
the Spahiards upon parcels of the French 
arriTy; if this be our custom, with what 
decency do we set up sucli Icud com¬ 
plaints against the French for their mas¬ 
sacring of the ^Spaniards ? I do not know 
which party began the bloody work ; but, 
this 1 know, that we applaud it in the 
Spaniards, and 1 also know, that we therein 
do all in our power to keep it up on both 
sides, seeing that we must be well assured, 
that the French will not be behind baud 
in the way of retaliation.-Let us there¬ 

fore, hear no more of these compassionate 
eflfusions in favour of the Sp'aniards anif of 
these revilings of the French, until we 
have quite cleared ourselves of the charge 
of being instigators. -The same reason¬ 

ing wili apply to all the evils of the war in* 
the Peninsula. We seem to think that 
the world has*but(One eye and one ear: 
an eye kept steadily upon the ambitious 
conduct of France, and an ear to listen 
only to our-fale. We decetve ourselves 
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most gros.sly. Thg world has two *ye.s 
and two ears. The world saw us fake 
possession of the Danish fle^*^ because 
what f Wli\% because lh^#e was every 
likelihood, that, if we did/not take pos¬ 
session of it, Napoleon would take pos¬ 
session of it, and would use it against u.s. 
If the reader applies this, but for half a 
moment, to llie case of Spain and Portu¬ 
gal, he will see, that all the’ argument is 

not on one side.-But, if the war be 

productive of such terrible evils to the 
Peninsula, and if we re.illy feel for the, 
unhappy people, why do we prolong this 
war? For, nft one will deny, that we are 
the real supporfer.s of the wat^in Spain Ss 
well as in Portugal. “ What !” Some 
one will say ; “ put an end to the wir by 
“ witbdravving our aid and support!” Ver}'’ 
melancholy to be sure; but, then, leave olF 
whining about what the Sjtaiiiards and Por¬ 
tuguese sutler from the war-" What! 

“ give op the Peninsula to the Cor.-iican 
" Upstart, asid thus retire, in disgriice bo- 
“ fore him, all our noble commander.^, all 
“ our L'-rds and all our ’.Squires, le ive (he 
“ field before a parcel of oid Serjeants and 
“ Corporal'S, the .sons of farmers and la¬ 
s'' bouier.s.” It would be a shame, in¬ 
deed ; but, then, le t us not talk aiw longer 
about the stifleriiigs of the poor S[)'aniards 
aiifl Portuguese on account of the war; let 

us drop that cant.-"What! quit the 

'* Peninsula where ive are fighting the battles 
“ pf England!” No, no : to be sure not; 
but, then, for dereney sake, do not say 
another word about c<*mpassion for the 
people of Spain and Portugal who sutler 

from the existence of the war.-\Va 

have not here been discussing the que.s- 
tion whether our cause be good or bad in 
the Peninsula: wc have beendiocussing this 
que.stion, wiietht ritbewise or foolish in us 
to afleci so much compassion for the suf¬ 
ferings of the people in those countries, 
and to talk so much about the extent of 
those sufferings; and, if my reasoning 
upon the subject be correct, we shall, I 
ithiiik,*do well, in future, to hold'’our 

longues respecting those sufferings.- 1 

propose now to add a few remarks upon 
the cause of Spain and P.irtog'al generally, 
taking things in a more eiiiaiged view. 
These femai ks a-e sugge.sied by ’<111 .irlicle 
.'ll the Courier of the- 'gfith insi-aiit, luaiti- 
festly written with a view of paliiaiiug th« 
reverses which have recently tak'ni place,- 
and (an otiject nevln’oveilookid) ot in- 
eulcaiiiigifi belief ihatall those who tbd not, 
or do not, approve of the war in tne Penm-'' 
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salt, are little better than traitors. fTbe Spain/r«; and, tbereforej when we savr 
, * writer, after a great deal of labour to bttle aometbing like a spirit of liberty, breaking 
effect for tte^bove'purpose, has these re- forth amongst the Spaniards, we were, not 
marks; •* BulT'^t us make the tett qf silenced, as this writer here says; but, as 
-th patriotismi^i these men; for true he afterwards truly says, in hopes that the 
“ virtue is universal in its operation, and Spaniards would form a new government, 
*' Spain aiibrds an instance of the clearest though n6 one talked of n republic. " But” 
“ villainy on the part of the enemy. When says he, "’this idea soon vanished , and, 
" the Freiic)t troops began to put in exe- " as soon as it was determined to preserve 
“ cution the designs of their master, then "the monarchy under FefdjHand, ^hey 
they told os that it was time that the old " withdrew their good wishes, as it should 

** government of Spain should be destroyed ; " seem for ever.”- Nq : not for ever. 

the French would “ regenerate” the That is a mistake; our good wishes the 
*' country and the p'eople would gladly Spaniards always will have as far as they 
" receive them. But when the people be- shall be found engaged in the cause of 
*• gm to in different parts to op- freedom, which is their cause a(nd> our 

" pose the French, our adorers of the cause and the cause of all the nations upon 
" " majesty of the people” were for a time earth ; but, betwepn Joseph and Ferdi- 
" silenced. They were, however, relieved nand we do not profess to be able to 
" by the circumstance of the insurrection judge.——We quitted the cause, it seems, 
"not becoming at once general. O! as "soon as it was determined to preserve 
" then, it was not the people who were “ the monarchy under Ferdir nd.” But, 
" resisting the French, but a blinded mob, who was it that came to this Ufsermination f 
" infuriated by priests'and fanatic monks. Was it the/;co/»Zc of Spain? The first that 
" At one time there was a hope indulged that we, in England, heard of such a determin- 
“ the refractory Spaniards would form a re- ation was at the memorable Turtle Pa- 
" public, and then, anti only then, did British triot dinner in the City of London, where 
“ patriots seem to feel an interest in their sue- Mr. Canning, then a Secretary of State, 
" cess; but this idea soon vanished ; and introduced the new king to us, and toasted 
" as soon as it was determined to preserve the him as king of Spain, though his father was 
" mmarchy under Ferdinand, they withdrew noioriqmly still alive, and though he be alive 
“mciVgoodwMfces, as it should seem, for ever, yet* This was the first that we heard of 
" Smee that period their joy at the success any determination to preserve the Spanish 
" of the French has been ill disguised, and , monarchy under Ferdinand; and, when 
" their spleen at the triumphs of the allies we did hear of it; when we did find that 

" openly discovered.”-If uurspleen has a war was abo^t to, be entered,upon for 

been moved only by the triumphs of the such a purpose, we’expressed the opinion 
allies; th»*re canm-t have been much of contained in my motto, and gave very 
spleen since the French entered the Penin- ample reasons why such a war could 
sula ; and, on the other hand, if we did never succeed. We said, that, to resist 
rejoice at the success of the French, it the French required a thorough convic- 
must have been a continual toil to us to tion in the minds of tbe people that such 
disguise It. However, this is^all asser- resistance would lead to their freedom; 
tion; It IS he oliipnng of the spile of that to make a people fight in defence of 

I ^ose who live upon the taxes their country against an invader, you 

put, as to the history of our. wishes must make them feel ’that his success 

i in the case of the Peninsula, and of Spain would be injurious to them ; that the in- 

m particular, what does (his writer say? fluenpe of nobles, priests, or of prejudice, 

i> .'^hat, at first, when the FreniJj en- ,^hough it might serve to rouze the people 
^'*'**’ is good : rfhe suffciently/or the purposes of partial war* 

o government of Spain will now be fare, and might produce some very san* 
„ *'>5 rate ; but that when guinary conflicts, would never be sul^ 

» v* began to move against the cient to resist, in the end, the armies of 

we were, for a time, silenced.” France; that there wanted, for this pur- 
Wow, who w^in the shape of man, }*ose, a new soul in Spain, a dislocation of 

except he be a Public Robber, a down- society, an event, in shqrt, like the French 

right Kobher, tbai doe.s not think, that it revolution, without its bipodsbed, and that 
would have been a ^ good change for noihirm short of that would e^nable the 
Spam to get rid of the old goveiameni at _ _• . . 

«^ral•^ BH^, how nuch better to see *SebVel. 14 , p. 226 . 
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coantr 3 ^ to resist tfie armies of Napoleon. 
Thu was what we said : we did not ask 
for republics or any other particular fancy: 
we only asked for freedom to the people 
of Spain : and we gave our reasons for be¬ 
lieving, that, unless freedom was given to 
Spain, the French would becoipe masters 
of the*country ; an opinion which seems, 
at last, not to be thought so very wild; 
and it will,*l imagine, not be long before 
•this *' most thinking nation in Europe*,” will 
pretty clearly perceive, that it would have 
been better if our advice had been fol¬ 
lowed. 

ItVroy next I shall state, as fully and as 
clearly as I am able, the whole of the 
case relating to the Dispute with Ame¬ 
rica, which has been delayed hitherto for 
want of certain points uf information, 
which 1 now possess. 

W. COBBE'iT. 

State Prism, Newgate, Friday, 

August 23, IRli. 

' -- 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spain.—Taiiragona .—Account of the Siege 
and Capture of Utisplace, in letters fron^ 
Capt. Adam, Col. Green, and Capt. j 
Codrington, to Admiral Cotton^ Com- \ 
manding in the Mediterranean.—From 
the 5lh to the 2^th June, 1811. 

Invincible, Tarragona-roads, 
June b, 1811. 

Sir ;—On the 28tlb in the morning the 
enemy opened his fire on fort Olivo from 
two b&tteries, one of four guns and a mor- 
ttTr^ the other of three guns and an ho¬ 
witzer, placed on the flank of the fort. 
About mid day of the'29th, Colonel Green 
examined the works of the Olivo, owing 
to a report from an officer that iudefences 
were in a bad state, and he found them 
very much destioyed. At night it was 
intended to substitute the regiment of Al- 
meria fur that of Iberia, which had been 
hitherto in the fort; and after dask the 
former regiment was marched out of the 
town for that purpose; but I am sorry to 
say the enemy found means to mingle 
himself wit£ that regitnent, and he got 
possession of the Olivo .without firing a 
shot, making nine hundred men prisoners. 

The enemy's force at present is con¬ 
sidered to be Isetween ten and eleven 
thousamj nfbn y he is supposed to have 
lost four thouwnd since the commence¬ 
ment of the sie’ge in killed and wounded, 
and ducrtirs. 


The Spaniards, including the pritonew- 
made at the Olivo^ have lost about three 
thousand. CHARLai ADAie. 

Tarragona, June II, 1811 . 

Sir;—The small advanced work on the 
sea-beach, called the Francoli, was tie-, 
stroyed in four hours by the batteries 
thrown up in the night of the 6th instant; 
but its situation was such ,a3 always to 
have made its tenure very uncertain, by 
being very much detached. On this oc¬ 
casion the conduct of the Spanish troops 
was particularly gallant; all the men who 
occupied th^ Francoli, to the amount of 
one hundred and foriy-hve, being either 
killed or wounded, and the officer in com¬ 
mand having left the fort the last person. 
The enemy has since made several at¬ 
tempts to carry these works, which pro¬ 
tect the communication between the sea 
and the town, but by the vigilance and 
bravery of Brigadier Sarsheld, who com¬ 
mands these defences, they have been re¬ 
pulsed with considerable Joss; and, in¬ 
deed, in one instance, though the enemy 
had rallied three limey, be was completely 
defeated in his object. But the very hard 
work by day in constructing works for the 
support of the lines, which becomes ne¬ 
cessary in consequence of the radical de¬ 
fects of the fortifications, and the constant 
alarms and attacks by night, causes se¬ 
rious anxiety for the earliest relief. 

' E. R. Green. 

Blake, off Villa Neuva, 
June ibth, 1811. 

SirAs Captain Adam has informed 
you of the occurrences at Tarragona, dur¬ 
ing my absence, up to the 5<h of June, I 
have only to add, that although the 
French have advanced their works to 
within hajf pistol shot of the lines of the 
Puerto, besides having entirely destroyed 
the battery of Francoli, and formed a' 
post under the position of its ruins, they 
have been beaten offVith very seriou-s loss 
on their part in some desperate attempts lo 
storn the Orleans and Saint Joseph bat¬ 
teries ; and that the Spaniards under Ge¬ 
neral Sarsfield have made several success¬ 
ful sorties with the few troops that could 
be spared for the purpose. My last letter 
to ydu, dated the i5ih of May, will have 
informed you of my intention of proceed¬ 
ing to Valencia and Alicant witli General 
Doyle, and I have now to make ko'wn to 
you the successfifl result of our visit to 
thosef places.—Leaving Tarragona on the 
16th, we reached Peniscoia on the fore- 
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nooodfthe I7th, wherCi finding the In¬ 
vincible, with four e'nipty transports, 
bound to ftarthagena, I directed. Captain 
Adam to remain - until lie heard farther 
from me. From thence General Doyle 
wrote to General O’Donnel an account of 
the situation of Tarragona, and of my de¬ 
taining Captain Adam at Peniscola in rea¬ 
diness to receive any reinforcements 
which'he might be pleased to send to that 
garrison. Upon our arrival at Murvledra 
we found General O’Donnell had already 
ordered the embarkation of two thousand 
three hundred infantr^, and two hundred 
and eleven artillerynten, &cr which, by 
tho zeal and.exenion of Captain Adam, 
ivho received seven hundred of them on 
board the Invincible, were s.ifely landed 
at Tarragona on the 22nd.—Delivering to 
(ieneral O’Donnel two thousand stand of 
arms, accoutrement, anil clothing, to ena¬ 
ble liim to bring into the Geld as many of 
the, recruits already trained ns would siij)- 
ply the place of the regular soldiers thus 
detached from his army, wc proceeded to 
Valencia, and landed the remainder of 
our cargo; hy which means the troops of 
General Villa Campa. then dispersed as 
pehsanlry for want of nrm.s, were enabled 
again to take the field, and the corps of 
Mina and'limpecinado completed in all 
the requisites for active warfare, and tht- 
army of Arragon thus brought forward to 
act in concert with the movement.s of that i 
of Valencia.—At Alicnnt we procured as 
many neces.sary materials for 'rarragoiia 
ns the ship would actually' stow, besides 
eighty artiilt!yinen, and a considerahit! 
.quantity of powih r, ball cartridge, lead, 
ike. sent in the Palorna Spanish corvette 
from Carthagena, in company with a 
Spanish traiiS[)ort from Cadiz, deeply 
laden with similar supplies, it was 
impossible to receive these siores on hoard 
the Iliake, they' were conveyed at my re¬ 
quest in the Palorna, with the, ship, under 
convoy, directiy to Tarragona.—Alter re¬ 
turning to Valencia, where we landed the 
addiiiihiai arms,' &c. for the Arragtyiese. 
army, we moved on to Murviedra ; vvliCTe 
the Count ot Bi.sbal proci eded fr<>m Va¬ 
lencia to join us in a consultation with h?s 
brother, allhougri on accoiinlnf his wound, 
he was very untit lor such a joijrney,'’The 
result, of this confer,(;nce wasu determina¬ 
tion on the part of’General O’Donnell to 
commit to my profeciion, for the succour 
of Tarragona, anoiher®divisiou of his 
be.st troops, under Major-Geneicl* Mi¬ 
randa, consisting of four thousand men. 


whilst he himself would itiove forward 
with the remainder of his army to the 
banks of the Ebro; where, in concert 
with the Arragonese division, be might 
threaten, and perhaps destroy, the dif¬ 
ferent depots of General Suchet.—1 there¬ 
fore hastened to Tarragona, to collect 
the necesiiary shipping, for the purpose of 
giving action to their liberal and patrrotic 
intentions. Again fortunatefy meeting 
the In\Miicible on the night of the (Jth, 1 
directed Captain Adam .to anchor at Pe- 
niscolii, and wait my' return to that ren¬ 
dezvous in company with Capfain Pringle, 
whom i ordered to do the sitine with the 
SparrowhawU and the transport William, 
whenever he should have landed the mor¬ 
tars, &c. at Valencia, with which he was 
charged.—On the mmming of the 7th we 
reached Tarragona, landed the. whole of 
our cargo in the coiir.se of the nighi ; and, 
after a consuhation willi General Con¬ 
treras, agaiif left that anchorage at ten 
o’clock in the forenoon of ihe 8ih, taking 
the Paiouia along witlj us.—W’e reached 
Peniscola on the noon of the Pth, where 
the Invincible had already aiiehmed with 
the four iranspurts. and were joined on the 
lOtli hy tile Centour, Sparrow haw k, and 
William iraiiSjiort. -I’rom ihe critical si- 
tuatioii of 'I'arragona, 1 left orders with 
Captain Bullen, ihal whatever ships of 
war might arrive hefore my reuirn. should 
join me immediately ; ami to Capiain 
White’s promptness iii obeying this order, 
aitd consenting ,in common with Captain 
/Id.itu and myself to receive each a bat¬ 
talion of eight huiidreii troops, wdth the 
proper proportion ol ofiic* r., I am ib- 
dePled for the power of enibaiking the 
whole lour ihousaiul on .the liirenoon of 
the 11th, and landing them at the garrison 
of Tarragona during ihe night of the 12lh. 
—As .soon a.s tlie troops wt re ready for 
emharkaiioit .it Peniscola, I sent the .Sjiar- 
rovvlniwk lorward to prepare the garrison 
and also the Marquis of C inipo Verde for 
our ari’ival, in conseijiienee of the Mar-, 
quis’s letter in answer to General Miranda 
requesting I would again embark his di- 
visiofi fur the purpose of joining the Alar- 
qiiis in the neighhourhoou ol'Villa NeuVa 
lie I'siiges, in order to threaten the ilank of 
the besieging army. And this farther 
swvice was so speedily executed by mean.s 
of tlie boats of the .s(gjadii>n, that the 
whole division wa.s agaiii..vsaffK’ landed at 
this place mi the evening of yesterday, 
from whence it marched tliis mornitig for 
Villa Franca, mteiiding to jutin the Mar- 
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quis of Campo Verde, to-morrow, at Iqua- 
4(Ja.—-E dward Codrington. 

lilake, in Tarragona-Roads, 
•Tune 23, 1811. 

Sir,—Besides employing the gun-boats 
and launclies during the whole of .every 
night in Innoyittg the enemy’s working 
parties, 1 have sujy:)lied the garrison with 
above tlyee tlifiasand sand-bags made l)y 
the-squadron, and sent all the women, 
children, and wounded people by the 
transports to Villa Neuva; added to which 
the boats of the squadron under the par¬ 
ticular directions of Captain Adam, but 
assisted ^)y Captain While and myself, 
took ofl’above two hundred men who re¬ 
treated to the Moje after the French had 
taken the batteries, and who were safely 
landed again during the night at the Mila- 
gro, that is, within the works on the east 
side of the town. And in order to coun¬ 
teract the depression which might ensue 
from the e.Ktensive and unexftected ad¬ 
vantages gained by t^ie enemy on (he 
night of the 21 si, I yesterday led the 
squadron as near to the Mole and Puerto 
as could be done with safety, and drove 
the enemy from the advanced position 
they had taken. This position, which was 
taken willi the view of picking off the ar¬ 
tillerymen at their guns, as they did on 
(he lines of the Puerto, was iiuiiiediately 
afterwards, and still remains, occupied liy 
the Spiinsh Guerillas.—But the French 
are makinji a. work near the h'uerfe Real 
Itattcrv, from whit h they will ijuiikly 
breach iht^wall of lie town, and are dig- 
ging flieir trenches in such a d ivctioti as 
will secure them Irorn tlicfiie tifthe slop¬ 
ping. In the rneaiv time they are dt- 
stroying the Custom house, the large 
stores, and all the huildings of the Puerto, 
in order, I presiiue, to ruin the place as 
nmeh as’ possible ; arni I Itave no doubt 
but. the town will share the same fate, if 
it should' unfortuuaiely fall ioio tlieii 
hatids.—The Baron de Froles has takni*! 
Convoy of five humlretl mules laden, and 
destroyed some of the eseort.—Ttie extr- 
d.ion and ahiliiv of the Freocii in bcsiegiiijr* 
this place has never, I belifve, been ex¬ 
ceeded ; and 1 trust the bta'c garrisoii 
will still make a rlel'etice worthy the liril- 
liant exam|)ie which has liten ser mem in 
some Ollier parts ol life Pen.nsnla : hut I 
am sorry to j<ay*tliei safety oi liie place 
now seems to depend particularly upon 
ilie vi-iny of the Marquis of Camjio Verde; 
and I fear the tSwn will eventually fail a 
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prey to the merciless and sanguinary 
enemy, who has so greatly circumscribed 
its means of defence. * 

Edward CodRinctom. 

Blake, of Tarragona, June 29, 1811. 

Sir,—Yesterday morning, at dawn of 
day, the French opened their foe upon 
the low n; about half jiast five in the after¬ 
noon a breach was made in the works, 
and the place carried by as.sault inime- 
diately afterwards. From the r,tpidity 
with which they.entertid, I fear they met 
witli but little oppositioli; and upon the 
Barcelona side a general panic took place. 
Those already without the walls,(Stripped • 
and endeavoured to swim off to the ship¬ 
ping, while those within were seen sliding 
dow n the lace of the baiicries; each party 
thus eijuaily endangering their lives more 
than they would have done by a firm re¬ 
sistance to the enemy —A large mass of 
people, some with muskets and some with¬ 
out, then pressed forward along the road, 
stifFring themselve.s to.be firetl upon by 
ab'Uit twen'v French, who continued run¬ 
ning be-itle them at orily*a few yards dis¬ 
tance. At lenuili tliev w ere stopped en- 
tiwly liv a vollec of lire from one small 
party of tlie t iiemv, who had entrenched 
lliemscives at a turn of the road,*8up- 
po 'ied by a spcoinl a little liigher up. who 
opened a uia.skeil batiery of two field- 
pie(»,:s. A horrible brnciieiy then ensued; 
and siiorlly afterwards, the remainder of 
tli' .se poor wreiclies, amounting to above 
three tlioiisand, tamely subtii tted to be 
led awav |n !S(,!iers liy less than as many* 
liiHidred Frerirh.—I’he lauiu hes and gun- 
’iioats wr iilsfrfim the ships the instant the 
(iiemv were observed bv the Invinciiile 
(vvliK It lay to the weslwaiil) to be collect¬ 
ing III tln-ir utiiichrs; and yet, so rapid 
was (heir isucccss, that iho wdiole was over 
helbre we could open our fire with effect. 
—All tile Ixais id'the sipiatiroii and trans¬ 
ports wer<‘ sent to assist those who were 
swimming or concealed under the rocks; 
awl, iioiwnhsi-iudiiig a heavy fire of mus- 
(jueu y find field-.lieces, wliich was warmly 
and si^c- essfully returned by the launches 
and gnn-boau, froin five In six hundred 
were Hum brought off to the. shipping, 
many ofPlitmi badly wounded.—1 cannot 
Conclude my bi.siory of ouf. operations at 
Tarragona without assniing you, that the 
zeal and exertion of tlio.se-under tiiy ccra- 
mand, in every brancB of the various ser¬ 
vices whi(?h*liave fallen to their lot,* has 
been carried far beyond (he mere dictate# 
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ot duty.—The Invincible and Centaur 
have remained with me the whole time 
immediately off Tarragona, land Captaina 
Adam, White, and myself have passed 
most nights in our gigs, carrying on such 
operations under cover of the dark as 
could not faave been successfully employed 
in sight of the enemy; I do not mean as 
* to mere danger, for the boats have been 
assailed by shot and shells both night and 
d^, even during the time of their taking 
off the women and children, as well as the 
wounded, without being in the smallest 
degree diverted from their purpose.—It is 
impossible to detail in a letter all that has 
> passed during this short but tragic period; 
but humanity has given increased excite* 
ment to our exertions; and the bodily 
powers of Captain Adam have enabled 
him perhaps to push to greater extent 
that desire to relieve distress which we 
have.all partaken in common.—Our own 
ships, as well as the transports, have been 
the receptacles ofTbe miserable objects 
which saw^ no shelter but in the English 
squadron; and you will see by the orders 
which I have found it necessary to give, 
that we have been called upon to clothe 
the naked, and feed the starving, beyond 
the regular rules of our service.—Our 
boats'have suffered occasionally from the 
shot of the enemy, as well as from the 
rocks from which they have embarked the 
people; amongst others the barge of> the 
Blake, which however, 1 was so furt^^nate 
as to recover after being swamped and 
overset, in consequence of a shot passing 
through both her sides, with the loss only 
of one woman and child killed out of 
twelve, which were then on board in ad. 
dition to her crew. But the only casualty 
of importance which has happened in the 
squadron is that which befel the Centaur’s 
launch on the evening of the 21^th, and 1 
beg to refer you particularly to the ob¬ 
servations of Captain Whito respecting 
Lieutenant Ashworth, whose conduct and 
whose misfortune entitle him to every con- 
sfdeTation. Edward Codrsngton.o 

Captain Codrington farther states that 
he had received intelligence that General 
Contreras was wounded and made pri¬ 
soner, and that the General personally 
distinguished .himself; that the Governdt 
(QomEales), with a handful of men, de¬ 
fended himself to the last, and was bayn- 
netted to. death id the square near his 
bouse ; that man, woman, add thiid were 
put to the awofd upon the French first en> 


tering the town, and afterwards all those 
found in uniform or with arms in tlieir 
houses; and that many of the women and 
young girls of ten years old, were treated 
in the most inhuman way; and that after 
the soldie|.s bad satisfied their lust, many 
of tbepi, if was reported, were thrown into 
the flames, together with the badly- 
wounded Spaniards; one thousand men 
had been left to destroy the wsirks; the 
whole city was burnt to ashes, or would be 
so, as the houses were all set fire to; the 
only chance in their favour was the calm 
weather and the sudden march of the 
French, by which some houses might 
escape. 

Generai, Memorandum. — Whereas, 
from the present distressed situation of 
Tarragona, many families may be obliged 
to embark without the necessary means of 
existence, until they can be conveyed to 
other places on the coast, where the cus¬ 
tomary generosity of the'people will en¬ 
sure them a share of what they may have 
for their own subsiiitence.—It is my direc¬ 
tion that the ships of the English squadron 
furnish them with such provision, for the 
time of their embarkation and transport, 
as the humanity and liberality of our 
country will dictate.—A separate account 
of the provision so expended is hereafter 
to be given to me, regularly signed by 
the proper officers, for the information of 
the Victualling Board, instead of the peo¬ 
ple being borne for victuals as passengers 
usually are. —’Edward Codrington. — 
Blake, in Tarragona Roads, June,25, 1>11. 

General Memorandum. — Whereas, 
in consequence of the town of Tarragona 
being taken this evening by assault, num¬ 
bers of the troops and inhabitanis who 
have been received on board the different 
ships and vessels of the squadron perfectly 
naked, it is my direction that they may 
be supplied with such articles of clothing 
as a due regard to decency and humanity 
may absolutely lequn e. 

Edward Codrington. 
Blake, in Tarragona Roads, June 2S, 1B11. 


Sfain. —French Official News from the Ar- 
mies.—Paris, Qth August, 1811. 

Madrid, July 16—^Yesterday was a 
day of rejoicing for this capital. The 
King, our Sovereign^ eiftere^d it on his re¬ 
turn from his journey, at half-paat six in 
the evening, amidst the acclMnations of 
•n immenee multitude, who awaited Md 
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followed him to the Palace. A salute of 
ariillcry had announced to the inhabitants 
of Madrid the dawn of this happy day.— 
The Prefect of Madrid repaired to the 
confines of his prefecture, and there pre¬ 
sented to his Majesty the homage of all 
the prorince.—Th» Commandant of the 
army of the centre, and the Governor of 
Madrid, went to the same place to re¬ 
ceive his^ajesl^ :* they accompanied him 
as j,ar as the I’alace.—The troops of the 
garrison were drawn up in line along the 
whole of the road.—The Municipality, 
headed by the Corregidor, received his 
Majesty under an arch erected before the 
gate by which he was to enter ; and the 
Corregidor had the honour to present the 
keys of this capital to his.Majesty .—On 
alighting from his carriage, the King was 
received by the Ministers, the Counsellors 
of State, the Officers of the Household, the 
Grandees and Nobility, the Generals and 
military officers not on duty, the Mem¬ 
bers of Tribunals, and principal Eccle¬ 
siastics. His Majesty^ condescended to 
address them with his characteristic affa- 
bihiy.—A general illumination look place 
in the night, and this day bull-fights will 
be exTiibited to the people gratis, and the 
theatres will also be opened gratuitously. 

Official News from the Armies in Spain.* 

Catalonia. —Marshal buchet, after the 
capture of Tarragona, marched towards 
the interior of Catalonia. The assemblages 
which Campo.verdc had ^ttenjpted to or¬ 
ganise dispersed in ha.ste ; the Marshal’s 
presence ntade to fall back upon Agrament 
the cofps assembled at Igualada about the 
end of the siege ; it is entirely disbanded ; 
the men are haslenjng to their homes in 
small bands, selling their arms and their 
horses for bread ; most of these parties 
threw themselves into the mountains of 
Arragont when they ate falling into the 
hands of the gendarmerie, and of the 
moveable columns which were sent in pur¬ 
suit of them. Marshal Suchet has marched 
upon Vicque, where he was expected on 
the 13th of July. The assemblage at Glut 
dispersed in its turn, on his approach; 
. Campoverde, ab&ndoned by all his fol¬ 
lowers, was obliged to embarlf on the 14th 
'Ut Mattaro, pursued by the inhabitants of 
the coast, who plundered his baggage.— 
Some days before the departure of Campo¬ 
verde, General.M. ^latthieu sent a de¬ 
tachment to'Mattaro, which burnt and 
d^lroyed the magazines which the enemy 
wighed to form «t that point ; ia hundred 
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of the insurgents were killed; ten Eoglub 
ships of war vainly endeavoored to nrotect 
Mattaro; their hot fire cost os paly*3 lAen 
and 3 horses—The fidigiish at present are 
before Paiamos, without daring to laud.—* / 
The fortress of Figueraa is more com> 
pleteiy shut up than ever ; all the horses 
have been eaten, a little flour is all they 
have left; the lines are watched with 
double vigilance, to prevent all escape 
on the part of the garrison, who must soon 
surrender at discretion.—The enemy’s 
commandant, from the want of provisions, 
has dismissed unconditionally the prisoners 
which he took in the fort, amounting to 
850.—In the mean while a corps of tbtf* 
army of Arragon is on its march against 
Valencia, and is collecting within reach 
of that town, a depot of ammunition and 
provisions, for the purpose of forthwith re¬ 
ducing the province. 

District of the Army of the iforth. 

The Duke of Isiria having learned that 
an assemblage of Gallicians w\is forming 
in the valley of Vierzo, and threatened to 
cut oil' the communicatioh between Leon 
and the Asturias, thought it necessary to 
cpitcentrate a part of bis troops, and for a 
moment to draw nearer to him the corps of 
General Bonnet, who received ordtrs to 
repair to Leon about the 20ih of June, 
after having suificiently protected the line 
of tj;ie Deba. The fortifications of Astorga 
being considered useless and burthensome, 
the T)uke of Istria ordered them to be 
razed.—On the 2.'}d.of June, the advanced 
guard of the insurgents made its appear¬ 
ance at Benavides. General Valletaux 
forthwith set out with 3 baitallions, and 
GO chasseurs. The ardour of the troops 
could not be restrained ; the sharpshooters 
dashed forward in pursuit of the enemy, 
and drov^ them to Quintanilla del Valle. 
In this position the enemy’s army was 
perceived, .7,000 strong : they were too 
far engaged to be able to retreat; the 
General made his dispositions without 
calculatifig the number of the euemy, and 
ordered the village to be atiat ked. It 
was carried with impetuosity, in spite of 
the efforts of the enemy, who was com¬ 
pelled to take a position in the rear. The 
l lQth took post to the right, beyond the 
village; the 122d waa ^uposed to the 
enemy’s columns which had formed on 
the roads to Eontoriaand Quintana Dejor ; 
the Chief of BaUalidn, -Durrel, kept in 
check, OB athe left, the troops which 
came from Astorga, and which mad< 
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firuiil^n efforts to^ torn him.—^The ac¬ 
tion t^us began was successful; our sol¬ 
diers won the field of battle,' oh which 
were found tiOO of the enemy dead ; the 
number of their wounded was mucli more 
considerable.——This brilliant alfiiir does 
honour to the last moments of General 
Vallctaux, who was killed at. the close of 
the combat; while dying he saw the de¬ 
feat of the enemy; together with him we 
lament the loss of 30 brave men ; we had 
R7 •wounded. The Chief r)f Battalion, 
Pati, Aid-de-carap Meda, and Captain 
Grassi, of the d'Kth Chasseui'f, deserve 
praises : as well as all *lhe officers and 
soldiers of this detachment.—The enemy 
had retired beyond Aslorga; Genera! 
Bonnet reconnoitred him about the lOth 
of Julv ; all the necessary measures were 
taken for attacking this assemblage, coin- 
tntgided bv Satuocildes.—The band of 
Pastor, lately formiclab'e to Biscay, is now 
reduced to a few hajiditli, whose numbers 

the gendarmerie daily diminish_Longa, 

another chief of Inigands, is hotly pur¬ 
sued by the moveable coluiims: he no 
longer knows where to find an asylum ; 
his followers are availing themselves of the 
amnasty to surrender at 'discretioti.—Ge¬ 
neral Dorseiine is arrived at Valladolid to 
take the cliief command of- the army of 
the North. He immediately sent th^ Ge¬ 
neral of Division Dumoutier, with 10,000 
men and l,iOO horse, to take a positiomon 
the Coa, in advance of Ciudad Ro lrigo.— 
Four divisions of the army of re,serve have 
entered by Pampeluna and Vittoria, The 
fine appearance of these troops, of whom 
the lowest soldier has seen fiur years' 
service, has strongly surprised the inhaiii- 
tants, 'and given them a new pledge of 
the uselessness of all the efforts of Eng¬ 
land. 

District of the Army of the Centre. 

Major Montigny, commanding the dc- 
pol.s of cavalry at Madrigal, having 
learned that several united bands were 
ifnoving upon Peiiaranda, conceited me?.- 
.snres with the Commandant of Aievalo. 
On the first of July, two columns as¬ 
sembled at Flores D’Avila under the 
orders of Major Montigny. At day¬ 
break the enemy were discovfred bi¬ 
vouacking near/Penaranda, to the numbei^ 
of IjOOO nien ; the Major so rapidly 
charged them with his troop, that the bri¬ 
gands had not time to mount their horses. 
The streets, the houses, and tn'Virons of 
Penaranda w'ere instantly covered with 


dead bodies; near 400 brigands were left 
lying in the town, 100 were taken, the 
rest were pursued, and sabred in th^ corn- 
fielcls. Three hundred horses, one stand¬ 
ard, 50 carts laden with salt, and all the 
baggage of the band, remained in the 
hands,of the soldiers.* Morales, one of 
their chiefs, was found among th'e dead.— 
The Junta of Valencia bad given to Gene¬ 
ral Sayas the commantJ all the united 
,b::h<ls of the provinces of Cuenca; on .the 
.3(1 of July that General made a movement 
towards Jadraque: reconnoitring parties 
belonging to onr posts in Guadalaxara ex¬ 
changed shots on the same day with the 
enemy’s advanced posts near Hfla.—On 
the 5th July, General Hugo was in readi¬ 
ness to march against the enemy, and to 
force his positions in order to drive him 
back upon the left of the Tagus. General 
Lahnussaye was ordered to advance in 
order to cut otf the enemy’s retreat. Sayaa 
did not aw'aitthcm; he immediately com¬ 
menced a retrograde movement wi;h ail 
his troops to the Jimounl of 6,000 men, 
inarching straight upon the Tagus. Ge¬ 
neral Hugo set out in pursuit of him, while 
General Lahoiissayc, leaving Guadalaxara, 
advanced by forced marches towards the 
bridge <>f Aunon, wl\ere he hoped to cut 
off.the enemy’s passage, who appeared to 
be retiring upon Cuenca. General Sayas 
had already passed the Tagus and col¬ 
lected his force at Val tie Oliva. On the 
11 111 General Lahoussaye crossed over his 
troops in haste ; .at the .entrance of a defile 
his advanced guard fell upon the cavalry 
of Maiico, supported hy a hattafion of in- 
famry which Sayas liad sent to takl^ pos- 
‘session of the bridge of Aunon; 50 dra¬ 
goons and a company.of the 75tb of the 
line intrepidly chai getl the enemy, routed 
and pursued them sword in hand as far as 
vSancon, where all our cavalry a.s.sembicd ; 
the ejietny was at last come up with be¬ 
tween Alcocer and Val tie Oliva. Three 
battalions and two squadrons were drawn 
u[». and tli.mght to defend themselves by 
forming a square; the French cavalry 
soon broke through them, and all that 
Were not sabred on the spot were taken.— 
A thousand prisoners, a number of whom 
are officers, tiOO killed, one standard, all 
their baggage, about vOO horses, and a 
con.siderahle convoy of cattle, are the re¬ 
sults of this afiair.->aThe remains of the 
troops of Sayas precipitately fled towards 
Cuenca. GenerahLahoussaye will not cease 
the pursuit till this corps shall no longer 
exist. The misunderstandings among the 
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chiefs, the desertion of tlie soldiers, the 
. absolute want of every thing, povvei fully 
contribute to its destruction. More than 
’ l,2c)0 guerillos have already returned to 
their homes; Marlines, one of their chiefs, 
has surrendered with all hisofiicer.s; H^yas 
is retiring upon Valencia.—The King has 
• arrived at Madrid^ he received upon Ikis 
road the«most unequivocal testimonies of 
the Jove of true Spaniards; his presence 
has electrized all minds; opinions are ap' 
proximating. 

>4rmy qf Portugal. 

The Eftglish army has taken up canton¬ 
ments around Porlaiegre, and keeps upon 
the defensive. The Duke of llagusa has 
his liead-quarters aiwuys at Merida, from 
xvhence he scours the country' as far as 
the enemy’s - lines. Padajoz being in a 
formidable state of defence, and prnvi- 
, sioned for 3 nionths, the Duke of Ragusa 
means to put his arinv into quarters for 
refreshment, in the VaUey of like Tagus, 
with only an advanccil gUdi’d on the Gua- 
diana, during tile ikeats of the nkoiiiii of 
August, vvhitdi render the Valley tkf the 
Guadiana cxlroiikely unwholesoiikc. 'I’he 
fifth corps will, during that period, keep 
up the coiTimukiicatioik between the ariny 
of Portugal akid that of the South. 

District of the Army of the South, 

The Isl corps is constaiktly exerting 
tlie greatest activity in tho woiks of tike 
fklockade of Cadiz. Puerto Santa Marla 
and Puerto ‘Real are become very strong 
' places ;*neiv batteries hr.Iteen erected 
both on the side towanls tiie sea, and upon 
all the approaches Uv land ; they are 
connected by lines wbit h also are de¬ 
fended by very strong batteries.—On the 
13th oi’June, the garrison of the Isle of 
Leon attempted a sally against our works 
at the Arracisc; 1,200 iiken advanced to 
■ our out-posis, while all the batteries and 
enemy’s gun-boats kept U[i a violent fire* 
upon the lines of Chiclana ; but all this 
mighiy racket produced so lillle elK ct, 
that our batteries at Chiclana scarcely- 
deigned to return ilTeir fire. '1 he iii aiitry 
met a wmrse reception, at the. Ai‘iec;li;. 
.After a two hours fire of musketry, the 
enemy was compelled to save hiinsell in 
haste, leaving a great irfany killed on the 
field of battle, and carrying ofi' a groat 
iirfmber of wounded. —Colonel Boiinemaiu 
had been sent to reconnoitre ^towards 
Tarilfa, with Goo’men. On the 9ih of 
^ Juashe encountered at Sanqna, an enemy’s 
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party of the same force, consistingdfi Eng¬ 
lish and some Spaniards, and posted on 
steep rocks. Ci>l. Eoiinemain -took bit 
dispositions so well, that the enemy, in 
spite of the advantage of the ground, was 
louted and forced to retire upon Algesiras, 
abandoning some pri.soners and a convoy 
of 100 bullocks.—Tbe enemy reckoned 
on behig able to take advantage of the 
moment, when the bulk of the army^of 
the south had marched into E.streinaduVa, 
in order to attack in f(j|-ce the town of 
Honda. General Bejinie, at the head of 
thiee regiments df the camp of St. Roch 
and-of the peasants of the vicinity, on the 
4i!i of June, advanced to form the blockade 
of Ronda, which was defended by some 
companies of the 43rd of the line. The 
Duke of Beiluno immediately caused to 
set out from Seville a column of troops, 
under the orders of Adjutant-Commandant 
Remond; a second column, commanded 
by General Pecheux, at the sanrn time sat 
out from the 1st corps; they' united at 
Meron on the I5th. 'Ine^enemy confid¬ 
ing in his strength, drew up in order of 
battle, two leagues from Ronda ; but he 
vvaS attacked with such impetuosity by 
our troops, that iu a fevy moments he^was 
broke and rout'd along all his line; a 
liorribilb carnage followed; near 500 dead 
remained on the spot, with 900 wounded ; 
the regiments of Sigueiiza and of Ronda 
were ;>lnJost entirely destroyed. Tlie re¬ 
mains of the enemy’s division escaped 
only by the help of rocks, where our ca¬ 
valry could not reach them.—Our columns 
the same day entered Ronda, which was 
completely re-victualled. 


France. —Speech of CnvsT Scgur, Orator 
of the Council of Slate, to the Legislative 
Jiotlj/, a*the Close of the Session, July 25, 

1311. 

(Concluded from p. 224.^ 
...Previous to opening it, the Emperoi; 
wished yoa should be collected round his 
throne; ’he wished to Ire surrounded by 
you when he went to the temple to return 
thanks to the Eternal for the birth of that 
infant king, who has completed our wi.shcs, 
and realize!! our hopes: you have been 
tvrtne.sses of that pomptkus ceremony, the 
holiness of the place, the majesty of the 
throne, the union of Princes, of the Nobi¬ 
lity, of the first corps of*thc empire, of the 
deputie.s frofn^he towns, the ofieriug of aa 
infant dedicated to God, by glory vir¬ 
tue united. The emotion of tbe assistants. 
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and the acclamations of an immense peo¬ 
ple, which on the same day were repeated 
throughout the extent of this vast empire 
—this noble and touching picture is loo 
deeply engraved in your memories, to al¬ 
low me to attempt to retrace it.—If I 
spoke of that universal sentiment that ex? 
cited th^ public happiness, 1 should but 
repeat your own words, express as every 
Frenchman does the joy that birth has 
caused which guarantees the solidity of 
our destiny, the, duration of our glory; 
which con^itutes the ha^ripiness of our au- 

f ;u8t Sovereign and his beloved consort.— 
n the "midst of -the f^les which were 
given to celebrate this great event, the 
Bmperor came to this place : he has in¬ 
formed you of the motives of high policy 
which determined him to extend our fron¬ 
tiers, and unite new provinces to the em¬ 
pire. His Majesty has described to you 
our flourishing situation, the fidelity of his 
allies, the glory of his armies, and the 
prosperous state of his finances. In short, 
in announcing to you that he had ordered 
his minister to place before you the ex- 
pencesof 1809 and 1810, his Majesty in¬ 
formed you, that although lie was obliged 
to place at the disposition of his ministers an 
extraordinary credit of 100 niillipos, he 
did not ask any new impositions. It is 
thus that, after many years of war, con¬ 
quests, and creations;our Sovereign termi¬ 
nates his discourse; whilst the Govern¬ 
ment who wishes to contend against him, 
every year demands new loans, imposts, 
and sacrifices from the English people. A 
few days after that memorable sitting 
your deputation came to lay at the foot of 
the throne the homage of your devotion, 
your love; and through your President, 
who enjoys the esteem of ouV monarch, 
and your merited confidence^ you made 
itnown the noble and simple principles 
which guide, and the sentiments that ani¬ 
mate you. In that audience you expe¬ 
rienced fresh pledges of the paternal affec¬ 
tion of his Majesty.—The solemn forms 
of the opening of your Session being ful¬ 
filled, the Minister of the interior in great 
detail pointed out the situation of the em¬ 
pire. Sixteen departments ,^have been 
united to France, producing a populaijpn 
of five millioiis, and a revenue of 100 mil- 
Kons. The communications opened be¬ 
tween the Scheldt and the llnitic, binween 
the north and south of Ita\}',, render our 
maritime supplies independent of the ene¬ 
my’s squadro«s.—The Minister has spoken 
to you pf the progress of the University, 


the organization of the imperial Courts, 
which will restore to justice its force and 
dignity, 'and the creation of the great se¬ 
minaries, of the acquisition or the repair- ' 
ing of a number of churches, of the suc¬ 
cess of industry which makes amends by 
the discoveries of genius for privations 
which war causes. Its has informed you 
of the immense works ufideriak^ln to con¬ 
struct bridges, dig canals, drain marches, 
embellish cities, &c. these works have 
cost nearly 380 millions; they thus equal, 
in two years, the efforts which were for¬ 
merly made in a century.—You have not 
seen without surprise upon all the points 
of our coast and frontiers, those fortifica¬ 
tions which prudence erects or repairs in 
the midst of triumphs. The activity which 
reigns in all the ports, the works under¬ 
taken at Antwerp, Flushing, Cherbourg, 
Ostend, and Terneuse, those armaments 
which prepare for the future successes of' 
our marine and new destinies for the 
ocean, and the prosperous stale of the pub¬ 
lic treasury which has to provide for so 
many expences. Such is the picture w hich 
has been traced to you. Happy the reign 
in which the recital of facts renders eulo- 

? ;ium unnecessary —After the pre.senta- 
ion which has been made to yon, Gentle¬ 
men, of two projects to create new sub- 
perfectures, and of a great number of 
transactions which interest the communes, 
yon have adopted the project of a law 
upon the finao'ces. The satisfaction which 
its examination afforded you, is too great 
to make it net essary for me to re-state the 
details.—The Orator of your Commission 
of Finance has said upon this important 
law all that could b'e added to the motiTe.s 
developed by ihe Orators from the Coun¬ 
cil of Slate. He ha.s pointed out the ad¬ 
vantage? of the Older established, by which 
five or six months are sulfic ient to examine 
and check the accounts of so many dif¬ 
ferent administrations. He has remarked 
*^he amelioration which has taken plkce in 
the proceedings for the recovery of the 
contribution-; the moderate cxpence of 
prosecution,has not escaped him. He has 
with equal sagacity viewed the different 
causes of "the ina ease of the State reve¬ 
nues, which at present amount to 985 mil-' 
lions, and the reason of the augmentation 
of the ex pence of flje different depart¬ 
ments. We have acquired 300 leagues, of 
coast, and 10,000 sailors. Such acquisi¬ 
tions demand an increase of expence, but 
they give at the same time the means of 
providing for-it.— The economy intro- 
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duccd into m^ny branches of the adminis- 
Iration—the augmentation of the produce 
of the customs, the measures adopted rela¬ 
tive to tobacco, which, without pressing 
upon the people, give the State the advan* 
tage which some dbmpanies exclusively 
enjoyed, afid furnish the means of dimi¬ 
nishing the land-tajc; ail give a complete 
assurance^ of Constantly seeing our re¬ 
sources superior to our expenditure. 
The liquidation of the years preceding 
1808 is eilected; that of the following 
years is considerably advanced : that of 
the present year is completed; no in- 
quietude'exists with respect to the fu¬ 
ture. France has no occasion for any in¬ 
crease of the customs, nor*for loans, nor 
for any’ new taxes.—Thus you have evi¬ 
dent proofs of the happy situation of our 
finances, and certainly they ought to ex¬ 
cite as much confidence in our fellow-citi¬ 
zens, as fear in our enemies.—At tlie mo¬ 
ment when, by order of his Majesty, those 
satisfactory representations were placed 
under your eyes, a shout of triumph 
reached us from Spain; the junction of 
our armies were effected ; Badajoz was 
delivered; and Marshal Suchet had over¬ 
thrown the walls of Tarragona in presence 
of the English, the. mortified spectators ftf 
this victory. A garrison of 18,000 men, 
courageous and obstinate, has not been 
able to resist French valour; 10,000 
prisoners and a great number of can¬ 
non and standards are the trophies of 
the conquerers: noble presages, which 
confirn^ the*hopes given to us a short time 
since by a monarch, all whose predictions 
victory is accustomed to fulfil.—At the 
same instant cries of-distress issued from 
the bosom of the British Isles; credit, 
which supported her colossal and fac¬ 
titious power, was shaken; and that Go¬ 
vernment, already banished from the Con¬ 
tinent, but which nevertheless boasted, 
amidst the cumbrous heaps of its manu¬ 
factures, of being able to exchange its pri^ 
ductions for all the gold of Mexico and 
of Peru, is now forced to proclaim its, 
error, to acknowledge that it loses public 
• confidence, and to propose the enforce¬ 
ment of a paper money.—^The English 
Government desires war, the monopoly of 
commerce, and the domination of the seas; 
its allies are either desfroyed or lost to it; 
it ruins all thpse* whoTn it wishes to subsi¬ 
dize ; it exhausts its people in useless ef¬ 
forts ; it is punished for its selfishness by 
its state of insulation; and, after having 
heaped loan upon loan, tax upon tax, be- 


l.— Papers. , (fill 

sieged by complaints, threatened* with 
coniipotions; it is (educed to propose to 
the people, by way of resource,'a ficlitioua 
money, which has no other pledge but a 
confidence which exists no longer.—The 
Emperor, on the otlier hand wishes for 
peace, and the liberty of the seas; he ha* 
800,000 men under arms; the Princes of 
Europe are his allies; his whole empire 
enjoys profound tranquillity: without 
loans, without anticipations, 954 millions, 
raised with facility, secure the free execu¬ 
tion of his noble plans; and his majesty 
commissions ns to address you only in the ^ 
language of satisfaction and hope?—What 
confidence, gentlemen, ought this parallel 
to inspire : Diffuse it among your fellow- 
citizens, communicate to them the im¬ 
pressions you have received; your task 
will be eas'y; you will find them all ani¬ 
mated with the same sentiments towards a 
sovereign, who has nomther object in his 
labours than the happiness and, the glory 
of his people. M. de Segur, after having 
read the decree which ordered the closing 
of the session, came down from the tribune 
amidst acclamations of Live the Emperor ! 

M. THE President then spoke, with 
the view of pointing out, that it wag the 
happy destiny of the Legislative Body 
never to assemble but in order to associate 
themselves in the illustrious labours of the. 
Government, or to be able to form a better 
judgment of their wisdom, by seeing their 
valuable results; that the Deputies of the 
Legislative Body, after having received, 
through the medium of the Orator of 
the Council of State, the assurances of his 
Majesty’s satisfaction, were happy in re- 
.turning to their hemes, to have it in their 
power to communicate to their fellow- 
citizens only nfew benefits on the part of 
GovernmeAt, and that no other obligation 
had been imposed upon them this session 
but that of’gratitude.—Six copies were 
ordered to be printed of the speeches of 
M. de Segur, and of the President.—M. 
thS Presic^nt then, in conformity to the 
Deciee,*de(;lared that the session of 1811 
was terminated, and the Assembly rose. 


France.—* — M. Regnatid’s Address to the 
• Emperor on the subject qf the Finances; 
and his account of the Progress made i» 
t!ie business of the Cadastre, or valua^ 
tion qf the lands. - -July, ISl 1* 

Sire,— f p^seut to your Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty, the accounts of the Administration 
of the Finances in 1309, and in,18J0—It 
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re^ulufrom these accounts, that the ser- tifully supplied; it pays to the day all 
vices of ISuri, 7, 8, and 9, have bi en paid, demands upon it; nor.does it require the 
or that there are sutTicient funds to dis- assistance of intermediary credit to facili* 


ch tr('e ail their expent cs. 


tale the receipts. The bills accepted (in 

I » 1 I • ^ * I _ A. I _ 


The service of 1810 is finished. The 'advance) by the receivers of contributions, 
IVIinisters have presented, each for his own whiclir at the beginning of my Ministry 
department, a statement of the actual ex- were so low as four per cent, discount ppr 
pences. These expences are considerable, month, aret-not even to be seen now in the 
and the. war of the Peninsula is, in part, myney-raarket, and nionie^l people w'ould 
the cause thereof: never'heless,the stale of be glad to di.scount them at the rate of 
the Financc.s is such, that no part of the four per cent, a year; but the Treasury 
reserve-fund will Jic nece.ssary to complete receives directly the amount of those bills 
the discharge of that service ; but we are in proportion as they become due; and 
still too near 1810, for Vie to think my- its leading system is now to receive and to 
self j usiitied in propo.sing 'o your Majesty pay every where, at the least possible ex- 
t« appropriate that reserve-fund to the ex- pence, and with the least possible carnage 
peneCs of 1811 : it may happen that the of coin. In so vast an empire, this is in 
result of the definitive liquidations may itself a grand and an imporiant task to 
somewhat exceed the latest calculations fulfil.—Should your Majesty turn your 
presented by the ministers, and I there- atten'ion to agriculitire, that source of all 
lore think it proper to postpone this pro- w’eallb, you will find it in the most flou- 
posal till next year.—The expences of rishing^lale ; and interioi'cbinmerce iia.s 
1811 are inore considerable still than those all the activity which it can be supposed 
of 1810. The increase results, in part, to acquire from llje multifarious wants of 
from the extraordinary armaments which a population consisting of forty niillion.s 
your Majesty ordered during the first of souls.— It is thus that the revenues of 
quarter of this year: tievertheless, the the State have been gradually iacrfasiiig, 
total of the resources of 1811, after having and h.ive been kept up in such a W'ay as 
provided for the exlrabrdinarv expences to allow your Majesty to carry on at the 
of the first quarter, and satisfied ail the sa.ne time the military operations neces- 
demands of the ministers, formecT upon sary for the consolidation of the empire, 
the expenditure of the first six mniitiis. and the works of utility and of ornament 
leaves still a reserve fond of 22 millions, which are now in progression every where, 

1 am, however, induced to think, that this both in the interior of tlie empire and in 
fund will be necessary to pay all the ex- the sea-ports. 'In the year 1808, about 
pences of the current service.—Thus, all, lOO millions were expended for the ordi- 
tbe years previous U) 1811 are completely nary repair of roads; for the making of 
provided for, and the resources of the cur-, new ones ; for the construction of new 
rentyear amount to mure than 950 millions bridges; for the necessary repairs of old 
of real money, which place the treasury ill ones; for draining; for navigation; for 
a state to meet evrry demand.—I am not canals; for bringing the waters of the 
afraid to say it,—history dots not present a Ourcq to Paris; for works of utility and 
period when the finances of a great empire of ornament in the departments, and in 
were ill so prosperous a state; iicaniiotbc ihecapital; for land and sea fortifications; 
•quailed but in a country whose wealth is for ports, Stc.—One hundred and ten mil- 
founded on the fertilityofitssoii,and onthe lions have been laid out on works of the 
geeat number of its inhabitants. In such a same nature in the year 1809 ; one hun- 
country there is no uricenaintj^ as to (he dred and thirty-eight millions in 1810; 
produce of the public revenue, siifce con- and they will require one hundred fifty- 
tributions are assessed in suitable propor- five millions for 1811.—This makes on 
tions between the landholders and the the whole a sum of upwards of five bun- . 
consumers. The payment of taxes on dred millions appropriated, in the course 
property, and of duties on commodities, is of four years, to works, .the greater part 
eqtially secured by the constant produc*e of which were not actually itrantiiig ; but 
of the land, and by the habitual wants of this arises from that provident spirit which 
an immense population. Your Majesty's forms one of the prkici^al characteristics 
treasury is< inconsequence, always plen- of your Majesty’s Government. 


(To be continued. J 
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Tt) THE PRINCE REGENT: 


Onths DispiiTEP with the American States. 

• • 

. Sir, 

Feeling, as the people of this kingdom 
do so severely, smarting, writhing, as we 
are, under the efifects of the war with 
France, and considering how easily this war 
niigb*, in 1793, have been avoided without 
cither danger or dishonour to England ; 
thus feeling and thus reflecting, it is na¬ 
tural for us, when threatened with a new 
war, to inquire betimes, what are the 
grounds of such war ; whether it would be 
ju$t; if just, whether it would be necessary; 
and, be the cause what it may, whether 
the consequences are likely to be good or 
evil. , 

If, Sir, the counsels of Mr, Fox had 
been listened to, in the years 1792 and 
1793, the state of England, of Europe, 
and of the world, would have been very 
diflerent indeed from what it now ist A 
war against opinions and principles w'ould 
not have been waged ; England, instead 
of becoming a party in that fatal and dis¬ 
graceful war, would have been a media- 
tress between the conflicting parties, if, 
indeed, she had not wholly prevented the 
conflict.* So many governments would 
not* have been overthrown ; such rivers 
of human blood would not have been shed; 
reformation might.and would have been 
produced, because the state of things and 
the temper of men’s minds demanded it; 
but no where need there have been de¬ 
struction ; all the states of Europe might 
have remained on their old foundations, 
and the Bourbons might at this day have 
been upon the Thrones of France vand 
Spain. This kingdom, too, might and 
must have shared in the reformation ; but, 
such reformation would have made no 
inroads upon 'rank or property; and 
the nation would have avoided all those 
measures of coercion, all those before 
unheard-of laws to which the contest gave* 
' rise; and those enormous expencei, which, 
first producing* Debt and tenfold Taxa¬ 
tion, led by degrees to that paufterism and 
paptr-mon^, which now fojm the two 
great and hidlous features in the state of 


our internal affairs, and which no man, 
who really loves the country, can con¬ 
template without the most Serious appre¬ 
hensions. 

Such being the consequences of thed 
war, or, rather, a part of these conse¬ 
quences, ih# far greater proportion of 
them being, in all probability, yet* to 
come, it behoves those who have power to 
act to consider wll, before they launch the 
country into a new war ; and it is the 
right of every man to express, in the way 
which he may think most likely to be 
efficient, his opinions upon the subject. 
This right I am npw about to exercise, 
and if I have chosen, as the vehicle, an 
address to your Royal Highness, it is be¬ 
cause that respect, which inclination as 
well as duty dictate upon such an occa¬ 
sion, will not fail to make me dismiss 
from my mind all partiality and prejudice, 
and to ofler nothing unsupported by fair 
reasoning and undeniable facts. 

As to the grounds qf the present dispute 
with the American States', they are some 
of them of very long standing. The con¬ 
duct of this government relative to the 
war against those States was extremely 
unwise ; hut, its condudt since the war is, 
I am convinced, unparalleled in the annals 
of diplomatic folly. The moment that 
war was at an end, the people of the two 
countries, attached to each other by all the 
lies which imperious nature has provided, 
were ready to rush into a mutual embrace, 
and like children of the same common 
parent, whose harmony bad been dis¬ 
turbed by a transient quarrel, to become 
even more aflectionate towards each pther 
than they had been before. Not so the 
gooAnments. With them ambition and re¬ 
sentment had something to say. But, the 
American Government being, from the 
nature of its constitution, a thing of such 
transidbt poasession, it would have been 
impossible for any sell of men long to 
remain in power if they had been dis¬ 
covered to entertain a vindictive dispp- 
sition towards Engird; that is to say, if 
the gcTvAnment of England fiM disco¬ 
vered oo such disposition towards .AiDe* 
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ricB. Unhappily such, a disposition was 
but too plainly seen in the whole.of the 
conduct of. our goTerumcnt; and hence 
we have witnessed, from fhe end of the 
American war to this day, a di.spute and 
an angry dispute too, upon some ground 
er other, constantly existing and in agi¬ 
tation between the two countries, to the 
great injury of them both, to the great in¬ 
jury of the cause of freedom, and to the 
great advantage of Frasice as a nation, and 
to the cause of despotic sway a'I over the 
world. The war wa^ at an end, but the 
quarrel seemed only to have begun: a 
seven years war, and an already eight and 
twenty years of quarrel ! 

It was full ten years before we conde¬ 
scended to send a Minister to reside in 
America, and when we did it, the object 
seemed to be only to recall, or to render 
more active, ancient animosities. A mi¬ 
serable dispute about old claims for debts 
due to English subjects on one side, and 
about negroes carried off at the peace on 
the other side, clouded and made gloomy 
the dawn of this new diplomatic inter¬ 
course. This dispute was kept alive 'till 
new claims for vessels unlawfully confis-' 
cated arose on the part of the American 
Government. The treaty of 1794, which 
provided for Commissioners to settle these 
claims would, it was hoped, produce har¬ 
mony ; but it is well known that it only 
widened the breach. At last, howeve>-, 
we patched up this matter : we yielded, 
but it was without magnanimity : we gave 
our money, the nation was taxed to make 
up for the blunders of the cabinet; but 
we gave without the credit of generosity. 
In the meanwhile, the English creditors 
have remained, many of th^em until this 
day, unsatisfied, while a Board of Com¬ 
missioners, who have been .sitting* either 
here or in America ever since the year 
1794, or, at least, have been paid all that 
time, have swallowed up in expences to 
the pation, a great part of w'hat would 
have sufficed to satisfy our own claimants 
without any application for money" for 
that purpose to the American States. In 
the course of this part of the dispute there 
wsw much Unfairness on the part of the 
American Government; and we' might 
have been fully justified, strictly speak¬ 
ing, in coming to a rupture upon that 
ground. Biit, we came to neither a rup¬ 
ture nor a reconciliation : vre asserted our 
claims and then gave them u|^ ;'bQtwe 
took care to choose that manner of doing 


it, which efRctoally took all merit from 
the thing. * 

This point was hardly patched up, when 
another subject of dispute arose : to that 
another and another and another have suc¬ 
ceeded, the long-coritested'question relative 
to the impressment of American Seanien run¬ 
ning through the whole. So that, at last, 
there }ias grown together a mais of disputes 
and of ill-blood, wluch threatens us with a 
new war, and which war threaten us with 
new burdens, and, still worse, which 
threaten the world wdth the extinguish¬ 
ment of some part, at least, of its remain¬ 
ing liberties. The points, however,amore 
immediately at issue, are those relating 
to the present ncn*importation law and the 
affair between the American Frigate, Presi- 
dent, and our sloop of war, the Little Belt. 
As to the former points in dispute the 
Americans were the complainants : they 
called for Satisfaction, and,-whelher they 
ought to have obtained it or not, it is cer¬ 
tain that they have pot yet obtained it. 
Upon these two recent points, therefore, 
a.s being thought likely to lead to war, 
and as being so represented by those pub¬ 
lic prints which are known to be under 
the influence of persons in power, I shall 
now proceed most respectfully to offer to 
your Royal Highness such remarks as the 
occasion appears to me to demand. 

I'he Non-iwportation Act, that is to say, 
the law which.has .been passed in America 
to prohibit the importation of any thing 
being the growth or manufacture of Great 
Britain or Ireland, and which law is iiow 
in force in America, must doubtless be 
regarded as a measure of a hostile, though 
not of a Warlike nature, because the same 
law docs not apply to the enemy with 
whom we are at w'ar; and, besides this 
commercial prohibition, our ships of war 
are shut out from the harbours, rivers, and 
waters of tlie United States, while our 
enemy's .sliips of war are permitted freely 
to enter and abide in them. These are 
distinctions of an unfriendly nature ; they 
aie, indeed, measures of hostility; but, 
then, 1 beg your Royal Highness to bear 
in mind, that they are acts of a much 
lower degree of hostility than were the act* 
‘of your Royal Fathei''s ministers against 
France in the year iW2, though they, to 
this hour, contend, that thtit war waa a 
war of aggression on the part of France; 
and, of course, their own doctrine, if now 
cited against^ this country, would be quite 
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sttffii^ent on the part of America. But, 
the fact is, that th« non-importation act 
and the exclusion of British ships from 
the waters of America, while' importation 
is permitted from France and while French 
ships have free entrance and abidance in 
the waters of the United State?, are acts 
of a hostile nature, and would, if unjusti¬ 
fied by provocation, fully authorize, on 
our part, acts of reprisal and of war. 

• 

But, Sir, these measures on the part of 
America have not been adopted without 
alledged provocation and without loud 
and reiterated remonstrances. They have, 
in fact, arisen out of certain measures 
adopted by us, and which measures are 
alledged to be in violation of the rights of 
America as a neutral nation ; and, there¬ 
fore, before we can justify a war in con¬ 
sequence of the hostile measures of Ame¬ 
rica, we must ascertain whether her alle¬ 
gations against us be true; ft)r, if they 
be, we may find, perhap.s, that she is not 
only not blamable fr>r what she has now 
done, but is entitled to praise for her for¬ 
bearance and moderation. 

That we have violated the rights of' 
America as a neutral State, tl^re can be 
no doubt. The fact is not denied; •nor is 
it pretended, that the violation would not, 
in itself, be sufficient to justify any degree 
of hostility on the part of the offended' 
state. Indeed, to dispute these facts 
would ba to shew a. total disregard of 
truth; for, we have published, and, as far 
as in as lies, we have carried, and still 
cafry into execution, an interdict againat 
<iU trade on the part of America, except shell 
as we choose to licence. We have said to 
her, that she shall not carry the produce 
of her soil and exchange it for the pro¬ 
duce of the soil of France, Italy, or 
Holhind. If we meet with one of her 
ships laden with the flour of Pennsylvania 
and owned by a Pennsylvanian merchant, 
bound to any port of the French Empire, 
we compel such ship to come into somo 
one of our ports, and there to unlade and 
dispose of her cargo, or else, to pay'duty 
vpon it, before we permit her to proceed 
on her voyage. In shorjt, we have issued 
and acted upon such edicts as establish an 
absolute, cuntfouI and sovereignty over the 
ships of Araericapand all that part of the 
population atid property of America that 
are empfoyed in maritime commerce. 

Thgt thtf rights of America afe herein 


openly violated all the world knows^ Your 
Royal Highness need not be reminded of 
the dispute, so long continued, relative to 
the right qf search ; that ip to say, a right, , 
on the part of a belligerent to seargh mer¬ 
chant neutral ships at^ sea, in order to as- 
certain whether they had on board contra-^ 
band goods cf war, or goods belonging to aa 
enemy. It was contended by those who 
denied the right of search, that no belli¬ 
gerent bad a right to search a neutral at 
sea in any case; and, that, if this point 
was given up, the goods of an enemy in a 
neutral ship ought not to be seized, for 
that the neutfality of the ship protected 
the goods. To this doctrine EngfAh 
writers and statesmen have never sub¬ 
scribed ; they insisted, that we had a right 
to search neutral ships upon the high seas, 
and, if we found contraband articles or 
enemy’s goods on board of them, to seize 
them, and, in some cases, to make ship as 
well as cargo la^vfuj prize. But, no states¬ 
man, no lawyer, no writer ever pretended, 
that we had a right to sei^e in a neutral 
ship the goods of a neutral party. No one 
p.ver dremnt of .setting'up a right like this, 
w'hich, in fact, is neither mere nor less 
than making war upon the neutrals ; be¬ 
cause we do to them the very worst that 
we can do, short of wanton crtielty, of 
which the laws and usages of war do not 
allow. 

• 

^ In justification of the adoption of these 
our measures towards America, our go¬ 
vernment asserted, that France had begun 
the violation of the neutral rights of Ame¬ 
rica, and that our measures were in the 
way of reteUiation, and that the laws of war 
allowed of retaliation. It.is a singular 
species of law, which, because a weak na¬ 
tion has been injured by one powerful na¬ 
tion, subjects it to be injured by another. 
If Belcher were to beat Mr. Perceval and 
Lord Luverpool in the street. Crib would 
not, fur that reason, be justified in beating 
them too: this would, 1 presume, be 
deemed a new and most outrageous spe¬ 
cie* of retaliation; and there is little doubt 
that the belligerent pugilists would soon 
be sent to a' place where they would have 
leisure to study the law's of war. But, it 
is altedged by our government, that tlio 
Americans submitted teethe Decrees of Na¬ 
poleon; that they acquiesced in bis violu~ 

tion of their rights; and that it wat just in 
us to treat them ift the same manner that 
he had treated them, because they badrso 
submitted and acquiesced. The same rea- 
K 9. 
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son yrould ipply equally well in justifica* 
tion of the above tuippoied retaliatory 
Bieasarae of Crib, who jtko might, with; 
just as much trtgh, 'taccose Mr. Perceval 
and Lard Liverpool of submission and ac- 
quiesceoce with raptrd to Belcher; for 
they GoaU not avoid submission and ac¬ 
quiescence to superior force ; they might 
mi, indeed, and, they would cry out; 
and so did the Americans, who, from the 
first day to the last of the existence of the 
French Decrees, ceased not to'remonstrate 
against them, and that, too, in the strongest 
terms; and, therefore, there appears not 
to have been the slightest ground, whereon 
to'build a justification of our measures as 
measures of retaliation. 

• 

But, Sir, if our measures were not justi¬ 
fiable upon the supposition that this viola¬ 
tion of neutral rights was begun by the 
enemy, surely they must be declared to 
be wholly without justification, if it ap¬ 
pear, that we ourselves were tlw beginners in 
this career of violation of the rights of 
America as a neutral state ; and that this 
is the fact,is ciearljr proved by the docu¬ 
ments, which have long ago been laid be¬ 
fore the public, but which 1 beg leave to 
call to the recollection of your Royal 
Highnesji. 

This rivalship in the violation of neutral 
rights’began in a declaration on our part, 
made to America through her Minister 
here, that she was to consider the en¬ 
trances of the Ems, the Weser, the Elbe 
and the Trave as in a state of rigorons 
blockade, though it was notoriously im-, 

E osslble for us to maintain such blockade 
y actual forces. The grounds for this 
measure were stated to be, that the King 
qf Frussia (and not France) hjid forcibly 
and bostiiy taken possession of various 
parts of the Electorate qf Hanover and other 
dominions belonging to his Majesty, and 
had shut English ships out of the Prussian 
ports. This might be a very good reason 
for shutting the Ems, the Weser, tha Elbe 
and the Trave against Prussidn ships; but, 
■nrely it gave us no right to shut them 
against the ships of America, whose go¬ 
vernment had had nothing to do with the 
king of Prussia’s hostile seizure upun the 
Electorate of Hanover ; who had neither 
aided btin, abetted him, nor encouraged 
him in any manner whatever; and, it was 
very hard that the pfeople of America 
should be made to suffer from the result of 
a dispute, be it wbat it ipight, between the 


king of Prussia and the Elector of Hao^ 
over. The king of Prussia is closely con¬ 
nected by marriage, with your Royal 
Highness’s illustrious family: it is not 
therefore for me to dare to presume that 
he should have been capable of any thing 
unbecpmjng his high rank; but this I 
may venture to say, that, whatever hik 
conduct might be, there could be no jusr 
tice in making the people, 05 '-any pprtion 
of the people, of America suffer for that 
conduct. Indeed, Sir, it appears to me, 
that to involve, in any way whatever, 
England in this dispute about Hanover was 
not very closely conformable to that great 
constitutional Act by which your Royal 
Highness’s family was raised to the throne 
of this kingdom, ajid which Act expressly 
declares, that, in case of the family of 
Brunswick succeeding to the Throne, n© 
war shall be undertaken by England for 
their German dominions, unless by consent 
sf Parliament. If the measure of blockade 
above-mentioned had produced war on the 
part of America, ih^t war would have 
been made without consent of Parliament; 
and, though a measure fall short of pro¬ 
ducing war, it may be equally a violation 
of the Act of Settlement, if its natural 
tendency be to produce war, or to cause 
Englvna to support warlike expences, 
which this measure manifestly has done, 
and has, at last, led to something very 
nearly approaching to open war with 
America, though, in the mean while, 
Hanover itself.has.been wrested from the 
king of Prussia and formed into a member 
of another kingdom. • 

*Thus, then, at any rate, this attack upon 
the rights of neutrals did not begin with 
France. If it was not begun by us,it was 
begun by the king of Prussia, though it is 
not very easy to perceive how he couki 
violate the maritime rights of America by 
any act of his in the heart of Germany. Thie 
Decrees of France have grown out of our 
mea^res. They carry in themselves the 
tproof of this. The first (for there are 
but two), issued from Berlin, was ex¬ 
pressly. grounded upon our Orders issued 
in consequence of the conduct of the king 
of Prussia in Hanover ; and thus the Em¬ 
peror Napoleon became, towards qs, the 
nvenger, as far as he was able, of that very 
king of Prussia, whomohe h^ just driven 
from bis dominions! Alas;>Sir, what a 
scene was here exluhited to the people 
of Europe 1 First the king of Prussia, . 
closely related to the family 6f the king of 
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EnglanJ, uizes upon the German domi* 
ntons of the latter : the latter protests 
against this, and, by his Secretary nf Stale, 
declares that he neter will make peace 
without obtainint' the restoration of these 
dominixyis; while tiiis quarrel ss going 
on, Isapoleon marches against the king 
of Prussia, defeats him, drives him from 
his doftinions] takes Hanover, the object 
in dispute, and bestows it on a third party; 
and, from the capital of the king of Prus*. 
sia's dominions, issues a decree against 
England, avenging the cause of the king 

of Prussia ! 

• 

Napoleoo, in this his,first decree, de¬ 
clares England (who had, by this time, ex¬ 
tended her blockade from the Elbe to the 
Port of Brest) in a state of Blockade, and 
prohibits all trade and all commercial com¬ 
munication with England. Batt this De¬ 
cree, which was little less practicable 
in all cases than yur blockade, was 
declared to he retaliatory, and was to be 
repealed whenever England repealed her 
Orders in Council which had then been 
issued. Certainly tills was not the begin- 
tiing. We liad begun, and tliat, too, under 
the administration of those who have nee 
so loudly censured the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil; arid, which must, I presume, be a 
subject of n grei with your Royal High¬ 
ness, the state paper in which this begin¬ 
ning was apnounced to jhe .American go¬ 
vernment, came from the pen of Mr. Pox, 
who appears to have yielded implicitly to 
the ]n'inciples of his new associates in 
politics. At any rate, this Decree of thfe 
Empeitir Napulcoa was not the beginning 
of the open attacks upon neutral rights ; 
and, what is of still more importance, it 
tvas not Napoleon, but it was the king of 
Prussia, who conmiitied those acts of ag¬ 
gression in Planover which produced our 
nrst of that series of measures, called the 
Orders in Council, and which measures 
have finally led to the exclusion of our 
goods and our ships from the American 
ports. This is a fact of great importanbe 
in the dispute, bnd especially if that dis¬ 
pute should end in war. It, will be right, 
in that case, for us to bear in mind the 
real grounds of the war; the true origin' 
of it. And, endeavflNir to cast the blame 
where we williit wsill, at last, be found in 
tlte aggrestim qf tite king qf Prussia upon 
Hatiover. 

• • 

The Berlftfi.Deerce brought forth new 


Orders in Council from us j afid thaie 
brought from the Emperor Napoieoil the 
Decree issued at Milan, in Decelnber Id07. 
'Phis elided the series of invaaioiis of iteo- 
tral rights ; for, indehd, nothing more waa 
now lefjt to invade, ^(b,parties called 
their measures retaliatory. Crib having 
taken a blow upon a third garty in tha 
w>ay of retaliation on, Belchery. Belcher 
takes another blow upon the same party in 
the way of retaliation on Crib. Both parties' 
declared, that they wore periectly ready to 
repeal their Ijiecrees; that they regretted 
exceedingly the necessity of adoptir^ 
them ; each explicitly proihised, that, 
vv.hcnever the other gave up the new re¬ 
strictions be would also give them up too. 
Napoleon said his measures had been 
forced upon him by na ; we said our mea¬ 
sures had been forced upon us by him. 
The Americans, who complained of both, 
were told by «s, thaU we should always be 
ready to revoke our Orders if the enemy 
would revoke his Decrees. This was say¬ 
ing very Ijttle, seeing that his Decrees had 
been issued in consequence qf <mr Orders, 
and, of course, he was not to be expected 
\o revoke first, especially as the Decreea 
themselves declare that their object is to 
cau|e our Orders to be revoked. 

The American government, having re- 
nfonstrated so long in vain, and seeing no 
iiksilihood of obtaining redress by the 
means of diplomatic entreaties, and yet 
not wishing to plunge the country into a 
war, resort to the measure of exekinon from 
their parts, giving to both parties an oppor¬ 
tunity of preventing the execution even of 
this measure of dembhostility. During 
the session of Congress in 1809*10, a law 
was passed ]>roviding, that, if both France 
and England continued in their Violation 
of the rights of America till and after the 
1st day of November, liilO, the Bliips and 
goods of both should be prohibited from 
^entering the ports and waters of the Asne- 
*ric8n^States; that, if they both repealed 
their obnoxious Decrees and Orders, then 
the ships and goods of both were to have 
free admission; that'if one party repealed 
and tb^ other did not, then the ships and 
goods of the repealing party were to be 
admitted, and the shipiP^nd goods of the 
non-repeating party were to be excluded. 
Napoleon, the Anuericans say, bw rn- 
pealed:^ ye have not, and, ncM^iisiriy, 
our ships and goods are excluded', vtihile 
those of France are admitted ioW the 
wsttcTs and ports of the United Sttttes. 




This il' one source of llie present ill- for complaint or reproach. They hare • 
blood against America, rwho is accused of right to like and to dislike whom they 
partiaUty to France: but, before this charge please. We, for histance, have a great 
can be established, we must show that the attachment to the court and government 
measures she has adopted are not the of Sicily and also to the courts and an- 
natural and necessary result of an inipar- cient governments of Spsfin and Portugal, 
tial measure; a measure in execution of We should not permit the American go- 
an impartial jaw. If a pardon were ten- vcrnmeiu or people to intcefer^e with these 
derdd to Belcher and Crib upon condition atlacbments of ours ; and, I presume, it 
that’they ceased to beat the parties as will, therefore, not be thought reasonable 
above supposed, and if Belcher persisted that we should arrogate to ourselves the 
while his enemy did not, the injured par- right of judging whom the American peo- 
ties could not fairly be accused of partiality pie and government are to like, 
in, pardoning Crib while they punished 

Belcher, 'fhe American Government and When we are told of the " partialfly for 
people may, however, without any crime, " France,” which is a charge continually 
or, at least, without giving us any just preferred against* the American goyern- 
cause of complaint against them, like, and ment, we should ask what acts of partiality 
shew that they like, Napoleon better than they have been guilty ot, and that is the 
Messrs. Perceval and Rose and Lords Li- test by which we ought to try their con- 
verpool and Wellesley. It may be bad duct in the present instance. They have 
taste in the American Government and put thei,r law in force; th?y have shut out 
people to entertain such a liking; it may our goods and our ships, while they freely 
be great-stupidity and almost wilful blind- admit those of France ; and this is called 
ness that prevent ,them from gerceiving partiality, and is made the grounds of one 
’ how much more the latter are the friends of those charges, by the means of which, 
of freedom than the former. But,8olongas it appears to me, that the venal press in 
the American Government does no act of lingland is endeavouring to prepare the 
partiality affecting us, we have no reasonto minds of the people for a war with the 
complain: so that justice is done to a man Am^^l-ican States. But, to make out this 
in court, he has no reason to complain of the charge, it must be shown, that the French 
personal likings ordislikings of the judge have dune nothing that we have not done 
or the jury. The people in America look ii» the way of repealing the injurious Be¬ 
at France and at the state of Europe°in crees. Indeed, this is what is asserted; 
general with minds ptretty free from pre- and, though a regular communication has 
jiidice. They are in ho fear of the power been made to the American government 
of Napoleon. They have amongst them by the French government, that'the Ber- 
no persons whose interests are served by lj“ a'td MilaiiDecrees arerevoked; though 
inflaming the hatred of the people against they are by tlie American Minister here 
him. They reckon dynasties as nothing, asserted to be revoked; and no longer in 
They coolly compare the present with the Operation; still it is asserted by some 
former state of Europe ; and, ff they give here, that they arc not revoked. The 
the preference la the present %tate of American government, however, is satis* 
things, it must be because they think there lied that they are revoked, and it has, ac- 
has been a change for the better. They cordingly, put its exclusion law in force 
may be deceived ; but, it can be the inte- against us. 
rest of nobody to deceive them. Those * 

who have the management of ihei? public* To settle this point of fact the Ameri* 
affairs may have a wrong bias ; but* they cans have not been told what sort of evi- 
cannot communicate it to the people ; for, dence we shall require. They present u! 
they have no public money to expend the letter of the French minister for foreigr 
upon a hireling press. The government affairs to the American minister at Paris, 
and the people may all be deceived ; but telling him, thik the Decrees are revoked 
the deception cadnot be the effect of any and that the revocation is to go into effea 
cheatpractised upon either; it cannot be on the 1st of November 1810. This we 
the work of bribery , 3 nd corruption. If, say U nothing at all. Because jt is clogged 
^ therefore, the government ant^.geople of with this remark, “ it being clearly un^- 
America do re;ilJy entertain a partiality “ stood that the English Ordeps in Council art 
for Napoleon, we have, on that account, " to be revoked at the same time." Cer- 
^ood ground for regret, but.certainly none tainly. This was to.be naturally expected ; 
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«nd England had promised that it should 
be so. The Decrees have actually been 
revoked, without this condition being com¬ 
plied wjth on our part; but, if they had 
not, it was to be expected that the Ameri¬ 
can Government would put th,eir exclu¬ 
sion IdW in force against us at the time 
appointed ; because we ought to have de¬ 
clare^ our htaition at the same time and 
•in the same manner that the French de¬ 
clared their intention. It was in the 
month of August 1810, that Mr. Pinckney, 
the American minister in London, com¬ 
municated to our Foreign Secretary, lord 
WeHesley, that the French Decrees were 
revoked, and that the revocation was to 
take eli'ect from the lit day of the then 
ensuing November. The answer which 
Mr. Pinckney expected was, that the 
English Orders in Council were also re¬ 
voked, and that the revocation would take 
effect from the 1st of November. That 
he had a right to expect this will clearly 
appear from the cqmmunications made to 
the Americau Government by our minis¬ 
ters in that country, who, in answer to 
the complaints of America upon this 
score, always declared, that the Kingt 
their master was exceedingly grieved to 
be compelled to have recourse t 9 such 
measures ; that nothing could be farther 
from his heart or more repugnant to his 
feelings than a wish to injure or hariiiss 
the commerce of neutrals ; that be had 
taken these odious measures in pure self- 
defence ; that it was his “ earnest desire” 
(I quote one of these declarations) “ to see 
the commerce of the world restored to 
“ that freedom, which is necessary fo^ its 
*• prosperity, and his readiness to abandon 
" the system, which had been fttreed upon 
“ him, whenever tiie enemy should retract 
" the principles which had rendered it neces- 
“ sdr^." When, therefore, Mr. Pinckney, 
who had this declaration before him, cotn- 
municated to Lord Wellesley the fact that 
the French Decrees were revoked, and 
that the revocation was to go into eileet 
on the 1st of November, he had a full 
right to expect an immediate revorfation 
of our Orders in Council, and an assur¬ 
ance that such revocation should go into 
effect on the same day when the French 
revocation was to go into effect. But, 
instead of ^this 4ie received fur answer, 
that we wodld revoke our Orders, when 
the revocation of the French Decrees 
should have actually taken ^lace. But there 
was anothSr condition, *^that whenever 
" the repeal of the French Decrees shall 


" have actually tal^n place, and^the com- 
" merce of neutral nations shall have bpen 
*’ restored to the condition in xohioh it stood 
" previously to the promulgation these De- 

crees,” then the King will relinquish bis 
present system. Here is a second con¬ 
dition. We do not here content ourselves 
with the revocation of the Decrees; no, 
nor even with that revocatien having ac¬ 
tually gone into effect. We call for some¬ 
thing more, and that something greater 
too than the thing for which we before 
contended. We hefe say, that, before we 
revoke our Orders, we will have the neu¬ 
tral commerce restored to it% old footing ; 
that is, that we will have the " Con- 
'' tinental System” abandoned by France, 
with which system the Americans have 
nothing to do, and with regard to which 
they can have no right to say a word, it 
being a series of measures of internal re¬ 
gulation, not trenching upon nor touching 
their maritime commerce. It is a matter 
wholly distinct fcom the otlter ; it relates 
to the reception or exclusion of English 
goods ifi France an(> her dependencies; 
and, if we are to make America answer- 
able for the conduct of France in that re¬ 
spect, it would follow that France would 
have a right to make her answerable fur 
o«r conduct in excluding tlie goods of 
France from the ports of England. 

• 

We had, it appears to me, no right to 
require any thing of America, previously 
to our revocation of the obnoxious Orders, 
than an oflicial and authenticated de¬ 
claration, that the French Decrees were 
revoked. And, what more could we 
ask for than was tendered to us, I am 
at a loss to conjecture. The French Go¬ 
vernment odkially informed the American 
Govejfniuent that the Decrees were re¬ 
voked, and that the revocation was to have 
efiect (vn the Ist of November. This was 
oiheially communicated to us by the Ame¬ 
rican Goveriiiuent through their accre¬ 
dited minister. We were, therefore, to 
give credit to the fact. Bui, no : we stop 
to see the 1st of November arrive. This 
was not the way to convince America of 
our readiness, our earnest desire, to See neu¬ 
tral commerce restored to freedom. The 
course to pursue, in m'd^r to give proof of- 
such a disposition, was to revoke oqr 
Orders in Council, and t» declare 'bat the * 
revocation woqld begin to be acted upop 
on the f stof November. This would have : 
been keeping pace with the French j ;aiid( j 
if we lud found that the re vopatibn did not j 
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go into opr ration in France on the let of 
November, we should have lost nothing by 
our revocation ; for we might immedi* 
ately have renewed onr Orders in Council, 
and we sliould then have continued them 
in force, having clearly thrown all the 
blime upon the enemy. 

This line of conduct would, too, have 
been perfectly consonant vvith our pro¬ 
fessions to the American Government, to 
whom, in J 808, our minister had declared, 
that, in order to evince the security of our 
desire to remove the impediitieiits to neu¬ 
tral* commerce, we were willing to follow 
the example of France in the way of revo¬ 
cation, or, to proceed step for step with 
her in .the vray of relaxation. Our rai- 
iiistef, upon the occasion here alluded to, 
in communicating the several Orders in 
Council to the American Government, de¬ 
clared that •* the king fjit great regret at 
" the necessity imposed upon him for such an 
*' interference with neutral commerce, and 
“ he assured the American Government, 
« that his Majesty wfiuld readily fhllow the 

example, in case the Berlin Decree should^ 
" be rescinded ; or, would proceed, pari 
‘•passu with France, in relaxing the 
“ rigour oY their measures.” Agreeably 
to this declaraiion, we should, it clearly 
appears to me, have done exactly vJiat 
France t/tdin August 1810, and not evaded' 
it by saying that we would revoke after hei; 
revocation should have been actually put 
into operation ; that is to say, that we 
would chndescend to begin alter France 
had ended. 

This is the view,, may it please your 
Royal Highness, which clear and un¬ 
clouded reasbh takes of this matter. This 
is the light in which it has been seen by 
the American government and by the 
people of that country, who, though they 
do not wi^h for war, will assuredly not 
censure those who manage their allairs for 
. acting as they have done upon this Occa¬ 
sion; The measure of exclusion adoptt;d 
against us by America is too advantageous 
to Fraiice for the latter not to act upon the 
revocatian of her Decrees; and, indeed, 
there appears now not to be the smkllest 
doubt, that, as far as relates to America, 
(and she is in reality the only neutral), the 
Decrees are^ in thsed as welt as in word, 
revoked. It is notorious that our Orders 
are not revoked ; and/ for my pafl,T am 
wholly at a loss to form an idea of the 
§roiiindsttponvvhmh4my complaint agaipst 


America can be founded, as far as relate# 
to this part of the dispute. 

In a future Letter, I shall submit to your 
Royal Highness some remarks relating to 
the atfair pf the Little Bek, and shall en¬ 
deavour to lay before you the real state of 
that case, and the consequences which 
would naturally arise from a rdptnreijwith 
America, or from a prolongation of the 
present quarrel. 

1 am, Ac. &c. 

W**. Cobbet't. 

Stale Prison, Newgate, 

Thursday, 2^th August, 1811. « 


SUMMARY "OF POLITICS. 

Talaveka’s Wahs.— . — The inactivity 
of the present campainn in' Spain and 
Portugal is truly astonishing, i- thought 
we were told, that, long before the month 
of September, the Peninsula would be 
scoured of the French as clean as our 
purse promi.ses to be by supporting the 
war. Mr. Perceval went so far as to an¬ 
ticipate consequences of great import in 
■other parts of Europe. It was not for him, 
he said, to say what effect our victories 
mightoproduce upon the people of iTance 
themselves ; but, he did not think it at all 
unreasonable to entertain the hope, that 
wc might, in pursuing those victories, be¬ 
come, under Divine Providence, the deli¬ 
verers of Europe. Verily Viscoant Tala- 
vera does not appear to he making any 
very hasty strides towards such d'eliver- 
auce. He has, it appears, moved again of 
late ; but, to what point or for what pur¬ 
pose we are as yet uninformed, liis dis¬ 
patches, or that part of them that vve are 
permitted to see, being as brief and as dry 
as the endorsement of an Attorney's bill. 
The French armies that were approaching 
him, at whose approach he raised the 
siege of Badajoz after his attempts to enter 
the breach, and before whom he retired to 
Elvas and Portalegre ; those armies are, 
our venal writers tell us, dispersed; Tata- 
vera, they say, has beat them |igain. Why, 
then, does be not resume the siege of 
Budajoz, wKlch those armies made him 
abandon 1 That would be a proof of tAc 
French armies being unable lu face him ; 
but, all that I can see itf his present con¬ 
duct is a proof of his cotftcrotfsncss of an 
inability to meet the French in the bold. 
This, perhaps, js no fault of his: he is net 
to be blamed for wanting eithw numben 
or species of troops fit to meet the 
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|enemy: bat those are greatly to blame, 
|vrho represent him as being able to 
^eet the enemy, and, at the sarhe time, 

praise him for not meeting that enemy.*- 

put, if what the public prints now state be 
itrue, we aje about Ito see a new sort of 
^exertions made in the Peninsula. We are, 
St seem»j, to take a more commanding (one, and, 
fwith whom, do j^u suppose? Why, w^h 
[our vllies f With our allies to be sure, with 
[whom should we take a commanding 
tone ? As to the enemy, he does not care 
a straw for our resolute tone. In the field 
he sends his Polish Lancers to answer us; 
and in Ms news-papers he challenges us 
to pay our Bank Notes in gold and silver. 
But, let us hear this curious scheme for 
taking a more commanding tone with our 
iillics, poor fellows! —- *« It is not true that 
"" Lord Vis«:bunt Wellington is on his re- 
“ turn to England in consequence of indis- 
“ position. On the contrary, we have 
" reason to believe, from the information 
" wc have received, that be is destined to 
“ fill a more important situation, and dis- 
“ charge more extensive duties in the 
“ Peninsula than ever. There is a rumour 
" that our Cabinet has at length deter- 
“ mined to take a more commanding and 
“ decisive tone with our Allies tiian ihe^* 
“ have hitherto done, and without which 
“ they perceive, that the war may be pro¬ 
tracted from year to year without the 
least advancement under the languor, 
disinclination' or treachery of the leading 
Councils of the two Kingdoms.—To meet 
the etjemy with adequate energy, it is 
incumbent on our allies really to draw 
forth all their resources, and to act with 
one mind. To do this they must agree 
to invest Lord Wellington with proper 
authority to arouse and exert the faculties 
of the people, who are all well disposed, 
and desire only to have their otm griev¬ 
ances redressed, the hope of a benignant 
Government established, 4nd leaders whom 
they can trust.—We have heard that re* 
monstrances on this subject have been 
at length attended with success, in Por- 
' tugal; and that*Lord Wellington will 
' no longer have to complain of the dilatory 
' and evasive conduct of the Gbvemment, 

' for the power to call forth the energies 
' of the people will be put into his own 
I hands. As trustee for ftie Prince Regent, 

F surely England, that fights his battles, 

' may be trusted with the means of mak¬ 
ing these ^tt|^s successful; ^and we 
have no hemtation in saying, that if any 
thing ean give us a chance of terminat- 


"ingthe war in the !%h&toait 
" vantage to the people tlMtnrtelthai il ii 
" by placing a generous oonfideliee>b Ijbi . 
"hands of the power that has ctMC ’tn 
" their asszstanee.—We trust ^he sanMr huik 
" guage will be spoken to the > 

" ment and the Cortez df as well 
" to the Court qf Sicily; for we most 
" fectly agree with the opinion of €cp» 
"tain Pasley, that if vre me i/o jight tktt 
" buttles of our allies, we ought to be in- 
" trusted with the meani of n^awing forth 
" all the resources ef the coumtriee me do* 

« fend—A temporary Regency to hf eii ^ 
" tablished in every country.whei% Britfafh * 
" Ai;mies are to fight for the iMmerande 
" thereof, is the only means of ejecting 
" that unanimity of exertions which is 
" necessary to success; and when it is. 
" seen what frivolous divisions prevail 
" among the leaders, and what efpresmei 
"keep down and stifle all ardour ii tb# 

" people, it is manifest that unless our 
Government is as imbecile and as be- 
" sotted as those of Palerrpo and of Cadiz 
"themselves, we must arouse from our 
" own squeamish inaction, and exert a clear^ 

" ifii honourable, but a commanding tn- 
"Jluence in the Governments which ux a^ist.** 

-This is from the Morning CbroMicIe; 

but the hint about the indisposition of Lord 
Talavera was first thrown out in the Times, 
a prilit, which is, for very suificient rea¬ 
sons no doubt, become totally devoted to 
the Wellesleys. This was an ugly bint; 
and it has not been contradicted. It .re- 
serniiled one of those numerous little para¬ 
graphs that are published in the course of 
the year for the purpose of feeling the pub* 
lie pulse. But, no, my reader, we shall 
not, we surely shall not, see a WeBesiley 
come home ifhder such circomstances! - 
Oh, no! 'Pile Times must have wronged 
him in the hitit. |t was a false rumour 
to be sure. *What! taken ill under such 
circumstances! It is a standing ordqr in 
most armi^es, that no' man shall have a 
bowel complaint on the day of battle. 
Many persons would regret Lord Tali- 
Vera’s illness upon t|]d« occasion; but* 
lew, I believe, so sincerely as I ^ould. 
Sir Vicary, Gibbs will suppose, perhaps, 
that my regret would arise from the l«i 
of my chance of the Portuguese prize for 
writing the History of Tilavera’s Wars *; 




* I find,jdtit r undervalued this prh^ 
when 1 before spoke of it. I 
the 50,000 Bealz to berrorth 1^;’ 


neas ; bue, by ebnsutting the 
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and, 00t<^iiguise, iliat 1 should feel 
that loss, conscious jaa'I am that 1 shall 
have a fair claim to theftrizej but, what 
1 should ieol much more severely, is, the 
disapBointtnent of my hopes of seeing the 
grand rpiestion decided ; namely, whether 
'the Wellesleys or the Buonapartes are 
best men. I was delighted when I saw 
them pitied against each other, and 1 
should -regret exceedingly any cause that 
would prevent them from lighting out 

the battle.-,As to >the scheme for 

enabling Lord Taiavera to exert the 
energiet.;of the people of Spain and Por< 

‘ tugaljit neither more nor less a scheme 
fof turniug an aiixiliary tmr into an inva¬ 
sion of the countries which we have been 
professing to assist. What! is it all come 
to this at last ? We have been told of the 
aeal of the peUple, of their hatred of the 
French, of their attachment to us, of their 
devotion to the cause, of their being as 
good«truops as any in the world : and now, 
behold, we are told that their energies 
want to be called forth.; that we ought 
to assume a more commanding and decisive 
tone with them ; that Lord Taiavera ought 
to have greater powers ; that factions ilnd 
treac|ierous men ought not to be sudered 
to cramp the operations of the nation ; in 
, short, that we ought to take the whole 
powers of government into our own hands, 
or, m other words, become invaders and 
conquerors as far as we are able, of cSpain 
and Portugal; and all. this for the sole 
purpose of giving effect to the assistance 
which we are yielding these countries ! 
—— '.This is, indeed, a most notable^ 
.scheme ; such an one, 1 will venture to 
say, as was never before engendered in 
the^rain of any one out of a straight wais- 

coat.-But, I must deftsr any further 

remarks on it until my next. • 

COBBETT. 

State Prison, Nmgate, 

Friday, iOth Aug. 1811.’ * * 


CAMBIST of Dr. Kfcn.y, I find, from page 
388, .vol, ],• that the Real is not a Portu- 

g iese coin, but a Spanish mondy, and that 
ere al'e foorsfilTerent kinds, the lowdst 
of wbich is the Real Vellon, and which is 
worth sometbing„more than 2|<1. Sterling. 
Thus the prize must be, at least, 500 
Guineas; and, if Heals qf P&iti are meant, 
it will double that stup. The proposers 
•heuld iMtve been nort explicit.^ 
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Fkance- HI. Regnaud’s Address to the 

Eti^eror on the sulject qf the Finances; 
and his account of, the Progress made in 
thq business qf the Cadastre, or valua¬ 
tion of the lands.— — July, 1 S't 1. 

( Concluded from p„ 256. J 

...'.. The good 

state of your finances, which have been 
constantly improving during the whole of 
the war, as is proved by the account 1 
now present to your Majesty, has con* 
siantly favoured the execution of these 
works. It will be seen by these accounts, 
that the receipts have been seven liundred 
and seventy-two millions for the year 
1808 ; seven hundred and eighty-six,niil- 
lions for the year 180J; above seven inin- 
dred and ninety-five millions for the year 
1810 ; ‘and that they-will not tall short of 
nine hundred and fifty-four millions i'or 
the year 1811, by means of the various 
annexations of territory which have taken 
place since last year.—The minister then 
proceeds to state, that this state of things 
will enable Buunapari6 to carry itslo exe¬ 
cution a measure which had been intended 
ton years ago, but had been always de- 
I layed from want of favourable opportu¬ 
nities, that of a general recoinage ordered 
by a law of 1796 ; the object of this mea¬ 
sure is to do away altogether the fictitious 
account-money called the .livre touruois, 
and to substitute in its stead a coin of the 
real and fixed value of a franc, of a certain 
weight and fineness, which is to form the 
unit of the whole system of coinage. This 
operation, the Minister observes, will cost 
the Treasury above five millions lor the 
current year; but on the other hand, he 
continues, French coin will be in future 
the best that can be found in ady part of 
the world !—Let the stale of France i» 
this respect be compared with that of 
England, where the Government is re¬ 
duced to the necessity of receiving of re¬ 
ceiving its revenues, and defraying its ex¬ 
penditure, in a paper-inoney, which loses 
already 33 per cent.—But bow can we 
establish a. Qomparison between two 
powers, the one rich in the produce of its 
own soil, and the other resting solely on 
commercial profit#, increased by the vio¬ 
lation of neutral rights* as well as by the 
ignorance and continued blindness of lh« 
Contineql ?~It is, consequently, easy to 
foresee the fate which* awaits it; and I 
presume to say, to your Majesty, let the 
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ystem adopted Bince the union of Hol- 
and be still maintained for some time, 
lud we shall soon behold the overthrow 
d that fabric, the foundations of which, 
ilready undermined by the baneful in- 
luence of a tictitidbs circulating medium, 
vhich alters the nature of all values, and 
inhances without^bounds the price of all 
tecessary artiches, rest only on a credit 
iiid a commerce, which are in their na- 
ure uncertain and transitory. 

Account qf the Cadastre. 

I'he Cadastre is a survey by actual ad- 
neasuruinent of every parish, nay of every 
ield, in France, for the purpose of ascer- 
aining the exact proporbion of land-tax 
vhich each land-owner, or farmer is to 
>ay. The land is afterwards valued by a 
iindofjufy, taken from among the pa- 
ishioners; and a plan of the parish, with 
;he valuation of each field, is seht to the 
Minister of Finances. One copy of it is 
jiven to the head of the Department, and 
mother remains with the mayor of the 
aarish.—This Cadastre is not an invention 
af th.e present government of France : the 
idea originated Jong before the Revolu- 
:ion, with the Eco.nomists. A leading 
tenet of those philosophers was, that agri¬ 
culture alone was really productive to the 
Slate; it followed, of course, that the 
Stale was to look exclusively to it for its 
support; but in their notions of justice, 
the burthen-they thus laid inadvertently 
on the agriculture they wished to foster, 
vvouitj not be equally supported by all, 
unless an actual survey and valuation of 
all the lands should actually take place.* 
So prevalent were those ideas in France at 
the beginningof ihe Revolution, that most 
of the cahiers, or written instructions 
given to the Deputies of the Mational Con¬ 
vention by their constituents,.contained a 
recomnvendation of the cudusire. —Buona¬ 
parte thus found the idea thoroughly es¬ 
tablished ; and soon discerned the. advan¬ 
tages he might derive from it. The cadas¬ 
tre will put every acre of land in Franqp 
as completely a^ his disposal, as the laws 
■of the conscription mark every msii for 
bis soldier. When in want of supplies he 
will have only to calculate how much an 
additional/rune on each acre will produce, 
and a decree wijl settle the business. The 
-increase of 4 -evenue*he will tlius acquire 
will be as sudden @8 it will be great; for 
it is Well knoyn, that in the 4 )arishes al- 
“scssed according to the cadastre, 
.■land has been estimated at the value it 
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had ind790,and the tax laid afcerdfngjj; 
wtiereas the fact ii, that in those dUtrkta 
the least injured by the Continental As¬ 
tern, the value of land has since that period 
fallen one-hall^ and much more in those ^ 
parts where the produce of the land was' 
chiefly intended for foreign markets.-^ 
It appears, that this new system, which 
will atlbrd such resources to fhe enemy, 
is to be put in activity in the year 181$. 
At .that epoch the French system, of taxa^^ 
tion is, as stated by Regnaud, to ex¬ 
tend to Holland; it may be concluded, 
therefore, that \he whole empire will be 
under the same regulations.—The follow-? 
ing is M. Regnaud's account of ihe pro- 
gress which has been made in forming dm 
cadastre: 

Since the beginning of the admeasure¬ 
ment by parcels, which was first adopted 
in the year 1808, the cadastre operation 
has proceeded in a regular vvay.—'On the 
Ist of April, 1811, the adqjeasurement 
was completed in 5,243 parishes; in the 
course of the current year it will be like¬ 
wise completed in 2,000 more parishes; 
and thus upwards of 7,000 parishes will, 
be admeasured by the Ist of January, 
1812. This forms a little more than the 

seventh part of the territory of France_ 

The*valuation of the land is, of course, 
more behind band than the admeasure¬ 
ment, by which it must necessarily be 
preceded. The number of parishes in 
which the lands had been valued on the 
1st of April, 1811, was 3,145: that mea¬ 
sure will take place in 1,700 of 1,800 
more, in the course of the present year; 
and thus, by the Ist of January, 1812, the 
lands of about 5,000 parishes will have 
been valued.—One hundred and twenty 
assen^blies at Canton had been held 
in the beginning of 1811. They had 
proceeded to examine and to discuss 
the valuation of lands in the several pa¬ 
rishes of their respective districs. The 
miiiuie^f proccs verhuux) of those assemblies 
Contain, generally, expressions of salis- 
factio'b, and or the most respectful grati¬ 
tude towards your Majesty, to whose pa' 
rental care they are thus indebted for the 
signal advantages which are to.result from 
that measure.—-Those 120 cantons include 
nearly 1,400 parishes, iifwhich the land- 
tax for 1811 shall be assessed according to 

their cadastre-rolls., This will do avvay 
the disprugortion in the assessment which 
formerly existed between different parishes, 
and between the inhabitants of the lanie 
parish. Formerly the proportibn of 



S?7i»Tt POUtlGAL mG]STEji.-^Official Papert. 


.gessmeit varied between tbem, from one 
half of the income to one one 

twentieth, and one fiftieth. Uniformity 
shall thus be introduced in ail the assess* 
ments.—*For these three years the land- 
tax has been already assessed in 2,400 
parishes, according to the cadastre-rolls, 
formed on, valuations made on general 
surveys, and which have remedied in part 
those imperfections which the admea¬ 
surement by parcels removes more com¬ 
pletely ; and thus mearly 4,000 cadastre- 
rolls will be put in ac(ivi|y for the year 
1812. The number .Would have been 
more considerable, if experience had not 
proved that it was fit to await the resultof 
the assemblies of Canton to settle the rolls 
definitively ; and this consideration delays 
the execution of the measure, in a great 
many parishes which form part of cantons 
in which there are still some parishes 
where the admeasurement is not yet com¬ 
pleted—The present state of this under¬ 
taking, and the labours which will be 
completed iii the course of,1811, will 
enable me to propose, next year, to your 
Majesty, the first application of the nlti- 
raafe results ejected from the cadastre* 
operatinn, as affecting the general assess¬ 
ment of the land-tax, to a zone comptpsed 
of a fraction of each department of the 
empire. The only thing to be done will 
be to compare the amonnt of incomes, as 
ascertained by the cadastre, in the pari^es 
forming part of the zone, w'ith the total 
amount of the present assessments of these 
same parishes ; and to establish a propor¬ 
tion between those incomes and the assess¬ 
ments; which proportion must naturally 
fix tite part of his income which each 
land-owner shall have to set apart for the 
payment of the land-tax ib th% year 181S; 
and that proportion shall be the same Tor 
all.—Uniformity in the assessments will 
be thus partially established, between de¬ 
partments, between parishes, and between 
lartd-owners, and as completely/or tha{ 
fraction of the Empire as it will be |of the 
whole when the measure shall have reached 
its last stage. 


BANK OF ENGLAND.^ 

/^a$eH JSmerit, txtriMedfrom the Afo»sfc«r 
of lAr 5fA of AagMst, 1811. 

Since none of the treasons derived from 
the print^tet of justice, prudvace, or hu¬ 
manity^, have btien able to induce the 
English GofiremmMEtt to dt^art from its 
aoti-itoc'^ —that system * which 


gives it as maby enemies as there are true 
citizens in the different States of Europe ; 
—we may be permitted to contemplate, 
with sQme interest, the crisis in which that 
Bank, upon which rest the power and se¬ 
curity of the nation, is placed,—When 
speakingytf the affairs of a Bank, we are 
not involved in those political reveries, 
amidst which a people already blinded by 
its passions may be amused and deceived 
with impunity : here every thing is cer¬ 
tain. If the facts alleged be true,—if it 
. be a fact that four pounds sterling in Bank 
notes are worth only three guineas, (and, 
unfortunately for the Bank, this is (Ilsputed 
by no one), it must soon submit to ac¬ 
knowledge that* its bankruptcy is almost 
declared. Doubtless, the Ministers and 
their partisans have good reasons for not 
all at once avowing their situation; doubt¬ 
less, they have still some precautions to 
take, some essential operations to concert, 
before they give to the situation to which 
they have conducted affairs, the only name 
which befits it. This course is natural, 
and not at all surprising : but that there 
should be found men of sense and acute¬ 
ness, who can shut their eyes to the light 
of evidence, and seek in miserable pallia¬ 
tives for a cure to the evil, is what will 
hardly be believed six months after the 
fall of the Bank ,—that it, very soon.—Why 
was not this foreseen, will then say the 
stupid politicians of Wood-street? It was 
so clear !—One fs almost tempted to laugh 
at the grave tone with which a Noble 
Lord, in the House of Commons, e/idea- 
youred to shew how much the notes of the 
English Bank diflered from assignats, to 
which a Member had the indiscretion to 
compare them. “ How can 3 'ou assiini- 
“ late things .so unlike ?” said he gravely. 
*' Upon the creation of assignato, their 
“ issue was enormous; and it frightfully 
'* increased in a year or two. With us, 
on the contrary, even in a period of 15 
'* years, there has scarcely been an in- 
“ crease of 15 millions sterling (360 mil- 
'V lions of France) in paper circulation.” 
It might be answered, that it is by no 
means the quantity issued, but the power 
of incessantly issuing, which decides tb« 
fall of a paper-money; but it is more 
proper to observe, tl^t the Noble Lord has 
blinked the question.—The point for con* 
sideradon is not what has happened to the 
Bank of London, but what is now happen¬ 
ing to it, and what musf naturally ensue. 
How is it that a paper, issued in so rinall 
quantity, has already depreciated i Ibe 
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Nobie Lord should have thought of this 
objection, which he himself indiscreetly 
furnishes, and which it is natural to make 
to those who attribute the fall of assignats 
only* to their enormous issue. They 
do not see that they take the effect for 
the cause ; and instead of sayings that 
the great Issue was the cause of deprecia¬ 
tion, they ought to perceire, from the then 
existing estate *ef*things in France, and 
from what is now going forward in Eng¬ 
land, that, in both countries, it was depre¬ 
ciation that led to issue, whether in assig¬ 
nats or bank-paper. The comparison, 
therefore, was not so misplaced as he 
wished to persuade the House.—As long 
as England shared with all Europe the 
weight of the struggle against a nation di¬ 
vided and torn by parties,—while, enjoy¬ 
ing an immense and exclusive commerce, 
she developed all the sources of prosperity, 
—is it surprising that she kept at par the 
paper of her bank, and that she enjoyed a 
credit which the most insignificant banker 
obtains as long as his affairs appear in a 
prosperous state ? Certainly not; and it 
must have lasted till the favouring causes 
ceased to operate—till the period when 
France, united as a whole, resumed her 
superiority upon the Continent. But the 
point is now for England to cause the ef¬ 
fect to continue while fbe cause has ceased 
—to re-establish her credit, sinking under 
the weight of the very force which sup¬ 
ported it. Such is the problem which the 
English Ministers have to solve*—Is there 
any prospect that they will succeed It 
is a truth become trite, that paper-money 
exists from the confidence reposed in 
those who issue it. This confidence is 
built upon their known resources aud their 
conduct. If it is ascertained that a bank¬ 
ing firm gains more than it expends, its 
paper enjoys a credit, which is in itself an 
addition to the property of the bankers. If 
unforcKen accidents or misconduct aug¬ 
ment expences and diminish receipts, 
their credit declines, and can only be re¬ 
stored by a difierent system of conduct. 
Such is the state of the Bank of England. 
Its credit has declined to that degree, that 
the nominal value of its paper is to its 
re%l value as f)6 to 75. What has pro¬ 
duced this fall? An expenditure always 
increasing, which must still increase In a 
frightful progression; aftd a diminution of 
its receipts, which* sodn, from the effects 
of the Continental systena, will be more and 
more reduced. What cure is proposed for 
the evil? This is (he most curious part of 


the 'subject. Soitie §ny that it 4<m not 
exist; others, that it is of no consequence; 
aibird party, in the hope, doubtless, of ce- 
sorting to the true remedy, proclaims 
aloud the danger. What will . be the 
event? One of two things: either the 
latter will be listened to; or the noise' 
which they have made, and their very 
seal, will hasten the evil.—But we do not 
anticipate events; we wish fo present 
facts, not conjectures: the event belongs 
to futurity, which we do not presume te 
penetrate. „ 


Spain.—Mont-Serbat. — Official^ Accounts^ 
Jrom the Armies. — Paris, \4lh Aug. 1811. 

Army of the South.— We read in an 
intercepted letter, that as soon as Lord 
Wellington was informed at Albuera t>f 
the march of the French army of Portu¬ 
gal, he assembled a Council of War to 
deliberate upon the part to be taken. 
The Spanish Generals were present: they 
\varmly opposed the proposition of the 
English Generals to abandon Spain and 
repass the Guadiana.—For two months, 
say they, we have been besieging Bada- 
joz': we have already raised the siege 
once : the breach is practicable, an4 in a 
few days we shall be masters of the place. 
The possession of Badajoz is important, 
because it is one of the strongest places in 
Spain, the key of the Guadiana, and con¬ 
tains all the bridges and besieging eqoif- 
page of the French army,—The result of 
the battle w-e shall fight will be, if we are 
conquerors, the immediate fall of this im¬ 
portant place. Cadiz has been besieged 
for a year. The French have-constructed 
there a considerable flotilla: they have 
more than 400 pieces of large calibre in 
battery : the besieging works they have 
erected are^ immense: the result of the 
battle will be to deliver Cadiz,— The 
army of Mudeia is in motion, and under 
the walls of Grenada. The result of tlw 
battle will permit our junction with thaty 
brsflre army.—The French army of Arra- 
.gon besieges Tarragona; upon the fate of 
that place depends that of 'Catalonia, and 
the kingdom of Valencia. 'The result of 
the battle will be felt undoubtedly even in 
those provinces.—In fact> victors, we fae- 
cotne masters of EstremaduAi, Andalusia, 
the kingdom of C|rdova, Jaen, Grenada ; 
we take Badajoz, we deliver Cadiz. The 
Fiehch, obliged to repass the Sierra Mp- 
rena, will benarrassed on all sides, vriH 
fear, for Madrid, will march the npUiat 
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troo^. which are those those,of Arragon, July he took from them three rompantes 
and thus Tarragona, Catalonia, and Va- at Calahas, On the 5th, tlie enemy em- 
leticia, will be delivered. Never were barked, and the division of Seville'picked 
mure important consequences attached to up a great number of stragglers. Up- 
the fate of a battle,—If, on the contrary, wards of 2,000 of Blake's band deserted 
we lose it, shall we not be always in time to return home.—On the fith, Blake and 
to repays the Guadiana, place ourselves the Spanish Corps sailed for Cadiz, 
under the protection of Elvas, or the Army of Arragon.—A ll ihe predic- 
beights q,f Portalegre ? The cavalry of tions of the Spanish pqpple are realized. ’ 
. the Army of Portugal not having been After the capture of TarrugonawIVliirshal 
yet entirely refitted, the moans of con- Suchet marched upon Berga,aDd destroyed 
veyance not being yet reorganized, they that fort: from thence he proceeded upon 
can undertake nothing before September, Monl-Serrat. The insurrectional Junta, 
and till that time shall ye not be always intimidated by the capture of Tarragona, 

, able to defend the Lines of Lisbon, or to had embarked for Majorca, leaving the 
maintain ourselves under the cannon of Marquis D’Ayrolas to defend Mont-Ser- 
Elvas ?—Victors, we shall obtain imn^ense rat, the general depot and central maga- 
advantages; vanquished, scarcely any in- zinc of the insurgents. Marshal Suchet 
convenience is attached to our defeat, made dispositions to reconnoitre this place 
Our army is as numerous as the French entrenched by art and nature. He ar- 
army ; they have rather more cavalry than rived at Rcuss on the 20ili, with the bri- 
we have, but we have more field artillery, grade Abbe, On the 22nd, the brigadier 
The bad state of the carriages of the Montmarie mar( hed agaiilRt Ignalada, in' 
Army of Portugal has not permitted then) i’ront of Frere, Harispe. On the 2'1'th the 
to bring with them more than a small part troops were united. The enemy, who 
of their park., The epoch is decisive, had for a moment been alarmed, resumed 
Victors! the Peninsula may l>e delivered ; their security, not thinking we should 
but if, on the contraiy, we repass the dare to attack them; but in the night the 
Gviadiana, and evacuate Spain, whether it Marshal marched rapidly upon Bruch, 
be in consequence of a battle lost, or a with the brigades Abbe and Montmarie, 
simple deliberation of the present t^)uncil he found there General Maurice Matbieu 
of War, the result will be the same; Spain, with a detachment,of the garrison of Bar- 
abandoned for the third nine, will be dis- celona. The attack began upon three 
couraged; Badajoz will be revicttfulled, redoubts placed at the foot of the moun- 
the Army of Murew will be destroyed tain, and which covered the entrance of 
and dispersed; Tarragona will be taken, the defilo; tlrey were in an Instant car- 
Catalonia reduced to submission, Valencia ried by the bayonet, and occupied by our 
will follow the fate of Tarragona, and the troops. General Abbe received orders to 
English armies, after having becu .usele^ proceed immediately in front of t^te defile ' 
spectators of the defeat of all our armies, with the first regiment of infantry, the 
will be useless spectators of tbe capture of 144thof theline,uml acoinpany of sapper^, 
all our fortresses, and consequently, of the —The road, long and painful, winds on the 
submission of all our Provinces ?—These flank of a steep raoutitain: fresh obstacles ’ 
reasons not having been efieettial, the Eng- would have stopped at each step any but 
lish Generals having resolved to re-pas.s French soldiers : intrenchinentk, redoubts 
the Guadiana, the Spaniards'separated dis- placed on inaccessible rocks, covered the . 
contented. On the 30th June they ap- entrance of the convent. Peasants sta- 
• peared before the fort of Nieli^a. Colonel tinned on all tops of the mountains, kept ' 
Fritzherz, who commanded there^ had''SOO up a terrible fire ; tbe Marquis D’Ayrola.s, 
men. Blake established his batteries on, trusting in the strength of his position, 
the 31st. On the 1st July he tried an contented himself wjth ordering that a 
assault. Three successive aithcks directed week’s provisions should be carried into 
• against the two gates were rejrutsed. The the batteries, which he deemed to be;im- 
ladders of the Spaniards were thrown pregnable: but (general Abbe had Ql-'k 
down, and Sbo remained in the ditches of ready dashed on with two picked compa- 
the place. Amongfthe wounded, the nies. These bi%Te men arrived under 
foaoiardl include General Zaya.—IJ pon the rock of the fi*rst Irdttqry. In spite of 
tte first advice which , French Go- the stones and roqks hurled down upon 
-eernor of Seville bad of the march of them, they climbed the heights; they are 
BUfce, ba took tbe field. On the 5th of already in the embrasures ; the enemy 
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lose their confidence ; all that could not 
save themselves were killed in the battery. 
The cannon were immediately turned 
against the second battery, against which 
marched the chief of battalion Ebrand 
with a picked battalion. Pie attacked in 
front, and at once turned the work, which 
wascarrieU in a few minutes by the bayo¬ 
net. The SpanisI; officer was killed on 
his caninyi witliehe cannoneers.—A third 
battery, with a .strong entrenchment, yet 
remained in front of the Convent, and pre¬ 
sented the greatest obstacles to us to at¬ 
tack in front; but 50 marksmen had 
clirnbed, we knmv not bj'’ what audacity, 
through 4he clefts of the rocks, and had 
reached the summit of the peaks of the. 
mountain ; from thpnce •they plunged 
into the very interior of the Convent and 
the entrenchments. D’Ayrolas imme-. 
diately descended with part of his men 
into tile ravines and impenetrable paths, 
wliere it was impossible to follow him. 
Some oflicers were taken with the rest of 
the soldiers, and the Convent and thirteen 
hermitages wore instantly occupied by 
our brave men.—We took two standards, 
ten pieces of o-ai jion, of large calibre,a mil¬ 
lion of ca midges, an immense (quantity of 
ammunition, deaths, and provisions.—De¬ 
serters from the fort of Figueras have de¬ 
clared, that there are about 1,000 sick in 
the garrison, which are reduced to half 
rations.—The English cruisers have disap¬ 
peared witli Campo Verde and his ad¬ 
herents. The. mei chants (J" Valencia are 
carrying off their most precious effects to 
Alicant and’Majorca. 

Distbict of the Army of the North. 
—Tlije assemblage of the Galliciuns, com¬ 
manded by Santocildes, has tried a fresh 
attack upon I he posts of Orbigo. On the 
2nd July, at two in the morning, Santo- 
cildes at the head of all liis troops appeared 
at the village of Vellamor, upon Orbigo. 
Gen. Bonnet bad time to collect three 
regiments at Villa d’Angas : he marched 
immediately against the enemy, who, 
after some moment’s firing, were staggerer! 
by a fine charge of the r2th dragoons, 
which determined them to retreat, leaving 
many dead upon tlie field of battle.—A 
reconrioisance pushed on the 10th towards 
Astorga, announced that the enemy seemed 
willing to maintain themselves there, and 
were reinforcing thenAsIve* with pea¬ 
sants.—On the llab General Bonnet, with 
a strong detachment, reconnoitred the 
position of the enemy, who hastened his 
retreat over the m*ountains of Villa Franca, 


without its being pos 9 ible to 

an action, which would have deciaed'bfi 

fate., 

District of thb Army of the Centrb. 
—The town of Cuenca, cleared of the 
brigands, has been occupied in a military 
manner, and the province occupied like 
those of the interior : the greater part of 
the prisoners desired to enter iplo our ser¬ 
vice : those that were dispersed, return . 
successively to their homes : all the Com¬ 
mons are loud against the frightful sys¬ 
tem of these bands, which know neither 
friend nor foe ; (hey all desired arms and 
the honour of defending themselves 
several have already distinguished theiri- 
sclvfs by the arrest of some leaders toe 
famous for their atrocities. 


Swkoen. - -Edict for tlte repressing of 

Luxury.—July lOiA, 1811. 

Sir,—The King has felt himself obliged, 
in order to destroy that teMdency to 
luxury and eflemiiiacy which has already, 
perhaps, taken root in the,naiion, not only 
to invite his taithful subjects to renounce 
such pernicious abu.ces, but also to renew 
thd ancient ordinances with -regard to 
smuggling, which shall in future be se¬ 
verely punished. Under these' circum¬ 
stances, I think it my duty to invite you to 
exert yourself with zeal in this important 
busifless.—The experience-of past times, 
and the renewal of the ancient ordinances, 
sufficiently show the iiiefficacy of laws in 
attaining the object proposed. When na¬ 
tions the most respectable prefer an empty 
^brilliancy to that which is real, frivolity 
to gravity, and the thirst of gain to an 
honest competence, they are led astray ; 
the superfluities of foreign countries in¬ 
jure the native'productions of their own, 
and every Tme sacrifices the public good 
to his personal interest. It is in vain that 
the law opposes its authority to the pro¬ 
gress of the evil, while punishment, slowly 
reaching ^wo or three individuals, giveti 
tirfie for inventing new subterfuges.—But 
there is *a powerful mean of supporting the 
law, of rousing the national spirit, and of 
re-establishing onler,—it is the example 
of submission to authority, of respect for 
the ordinances connected with decency, 
inorals, and sobriety, which sliould be 
given by the first societies of the kingdom, 
by holding up the dissipated and the sel¬ 
fish to contenjpt, and by honouring those 
who practise temperance, and know how 
to impose upon themselves privations. Tt 
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beoad^ me MpeqaUy« in tlie high rank 
ifrbicp I held fi’oia the. conscience of'the 
King and, the nation, to set the first exem- 
pl«>^^aod it will not cost roe any sacrifice 
te do so., Rrom the moment when my 
fate_ was emited with that of Sweden, I 
liayC not felt the least Ibreign want; I 
hAve had no wants but those of my new 
country, l^soiated by war and internal 
troubles, hardly escaped from dangers 
which appeared to threaten its speedy 
ruint when its preservation and security 
require the slight sacrifice of some ima¬ 
ginary wants of luxury, I cannot believe 
that tae thinking part ot' the nation, who 
know oifr external relations, and our situ¬ 
ation at home, who call to mind the^ iio- 
noqr and the virtues of their ancestors, 
wUl forget for a moment their dignity and 
their-duties; but, listening to these two 
noble motives, will enforce the wise views 
of the King.—It is to you. Sir, as well as 
to the other authorities of the kingdom, 
that the honour will belong of realising as 
much as possible, by your distingni.shed 
example, the iptentions of his Majesty; 
and 1 expect with entire confidence this 
new prooM your fidelity to your King, an 
of'yout. devotedness to your country; as- 
gartqg you that 1 shall mark it with pecu¬ 
liar complacency.—I therefore recom¬ 
mend to Almighty God, and ahi your 
alfecticHiate . . Cuakles John. 

Gasr/c qf Dnomingiholrn, ‘ 

Ju/y lO, ISll, 


Sweden,—E dict relatwe to Commerce.—* 
July 26, 1811. 

We, Charles, by the Grace of God, 
King of Ssreden, of the Goths and Van- 
flals. Ac. hereby ipske known,Hbat where¬ 
as the term for the commercial relations 
between Sweden and Finlahd, stipulated 
by the 17 th Article of the Treaty con- 
semded between os and the Emperor of 
Russia'at Erederickshanen, on the 17 th of 
iieptember/ 1809, expires on the 13th of, 
Oetobet next, we have thought proper, 
the concurrence of bis Majesty the 
Emporpr of Russia, to prolong the same 
fisr'om year, from the above date, in wit¬ 
ness mbl^of Ve have set our hand and 


seal, during the illness of my most graci¬ 
ous Sovereign and Lord, and by his com¬ 
mand, * 

Charles John. 


Prussia. — Edict relative to Commerce.— 
July 21, 18Lt. 

We, Frederick William, by the Grace 
of God, King of Prussia, &c. desiring in¬ 
variably to conform to all the me8.sures 
adopted by his Majesty the Emperor of 
the French, King of Italy, relative to the 
Maritime Commerce, and the Continental 
System, we have decreed, in accord with 
bis said Majesty, as fallows: We renew, 
in the most rigorous manner, the former 
prohibitions, against the importation of co¬ 
lonial products of every description, under 
pain of irremissible confiscation ; hence¬ 
forth there will be no more certificates 
granted for exportation which stale the 
payment of the duties established by the 
Continental tariff.—On the other hand we 
have established the principle of not 
shackling the exportation by sea of con¬ 
tinental products, destined for neutral or 
allied countries, and not to subject to an 
augmentation of duties those continental 
products which are considered of the first 
necessity, in virtue of which we command, 
reckoning from this day, the exportation 
of all kinds of grain and wood for building, 
destined fsom any port in our States to a 
neutral or allied country. It shall be 
considered free and lawful, upon paying,- 
nevertheless, an extraordinary duty of 32 
thalers 12 gros on each lastof either of the 
said merchandizes.. We consequently 
order our commercial agents in our diffe¬ 
rent sea-ports, to throw no obstacle in the 
way of exporting the productions of the 
country, and those of the Continent in ge¬ 
neral, observing at the same time, that 
they are not to deliver the certificates re¬ 
quired for corn and building-wood, in¬ 
tended for exportation', previous to the 
above-mentioned duties being paid.—-Be¬ 
sides, the same Commissioners will act 
with the utmost vigilance to support the 
coiiiinentaf system, which will continue in 
fair and entire vigour. (Signed) 

Frederick William. 


Fiibltakeil by Ib BAQSBAW, BiTdgvSrStMet, Cogent- Oardm:—Sold also by J. HUSO, Pall-|dail. ^ 
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I do 1 ^ any, may it -please,yoar Reyal 
HigbneN^ that Mr« Foster bas beea in¬ 
structed to make such a demand : 1 state 
the proposition as I find it described in 
our own public prints; but, this I can 
have no hesitation in saying, that a pro¬ 
position so replete with proof of having 
flowed from impudence and ignorance the 
most consummate is not to' be found in 
the history of the diplomacy of the uni- 
Tevse. The Government.of America can 
Irave no right whatever to interfere with 
the internal regulathins of the French 
Empire or of any other country ; and, the 
Continental ^System, as it is called, con¬ 
sists merely of internal regulations. These 
regulations have nothing at all to do with 
the rights of neutrals; they do not violate, 
in any degree, any of those rights; and, 
therefore, America cannot,Without setting 
even common sense at defiance, be called 
upon to demand an abandcnrncnl of that 

system. * 

• . 

But, Sir, permit me to stop here and to 
examine a little into what tha^ system 
really is. It forbids the importation into 
the Empire of Napoleon and the states of 
his allies any article being the manufac¬ 
ture, oir produce, of England or her colo¬ 
nies. This, in a few words, is the Con^i- 
iiental System. And, your Royal High-| 
ness certainly need mot be reminded, tha{. 
k is a system which has been ver}' ex¬ 
actly copied from the commercial code of 
England herself. Your Royal •Highncs.s’s 
ministers and many members of Parlia¬ 
ment have spoken of this system as the 
•fleet of vindictiveness on the part of Na¬ 
poleon; as the effect of a mad despotism, 
which threatens Europe with a return of 
the barbarous ages ; but, I see nothing in 
this system that has not long made part of 
our own system. It is notorious, that the 
^ods manufactured , in France pre pro¬ 
hibited in England; it is notorious that 
French wine and brandy are forbidden to 
be bfought hither; in short, it is notorious 
that no article being the manufacture or 
produce of Frapee is permitted to be 
brought into England; and, that seizure, 
confiscation, fine, imprisonment, and ruin 
attend all those who act in infraotion of 
this our commercial code. 

This being the case, it does seem to re¬ 
quire an uncommon pm-tion of impudence 
or of self-conceit for us to demand of the 
Americans to cause the Continental Sys¬ 
tem to be abandoned as a condition upon 


which we are welling to cease to viidtite 
their rights. But, it has been said, that 
Napoleon enforces his system with so 
much rigour and barbarity. ITiis does 
not at all alter the state of the case be¬ 
tween us and America, who has no power, 
and, if she had the power, who has no 
rtgA/, to interfere with his internal regu¬ 
lations. Yet, Sir, it is not amiss to inquire 
a little into the fact of this alfedged itarba- 
rity of Napoleon. - All rulers are content' 
with accomplishing their object; and, in 
this case, it would not be his interest to 
inflict greater penalties than the accom¬ 
plishing of his object required. Our own 
laws against smuggling are not the modest 
in the world; and, we have seen them 
hardened by degrees, till they answered 
the purpose that the government had in 
view. We have been told, indeed, that 
Napoleon punishes offences against his 
commercial code with enormous fines, 
with imprisonment, and we hate heard of 
instances where he has resorted to the pu¬ 
nishment of death. These severities have 
been made the subject of most grievous 
complaints against him here; they have 
brought down upon him reproaches the 
most bitter; they have been cited as 
proofs indubitable of the intolerable des¬ 
potism, under which his people groan. 

I But, Sir, I have confidence enough in your 
justice and magnanimity to remind you, 
that there is nothing which his commer¬ 
cial code inflicts ; that there is nothing id 
any of the pun*ishtnents that evtn rumour 
has conveyed to our ears ; no, nothing, in 
any of these surpassing in severity; iray, 
nothing in any of them equalling in seve¬ 
rity, the punishments provided for in the 
commercial code of England, having for 
their object, towards France, precisely 
that in view which the Continental system 
has in view towards England, namely, her 
embarras.sment,'and, finally, her overthrow. 

In support of this assertion I could cite 
,^many of the acts in our statute book; but 
I allude particularly to that which was 
passed in the month of May 17(13, at the 
breaking out of the war against the repub¬ 
licans of Franck. That act, which ap¬ 
pears to have bben drawn up by the pre¬ 
sent Lord Chancellor, makes it High-trea¬ 
son, and punishes with death, and also with 
forfeiture of estates, all. those persons, re¬ 
siding or being in Great Britain, who shall 
have any hand whalever,.either directly or 
indirectly, in-selling aiw goods (mentioned 
in the said act) to the French goTeramsnt, 
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wUolly out of view our interett/and 
humours. 
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or to any body Fesrding’in French territo- 
rifw.' l%ig act punishes in the same awful 
manner, any one who shall send a Bank 
note to any one residing in the French 
territory, or shall have any hand, in the 
most distant mapner, in causing such notes 
to be* sent. It punishes in ’the same 
manner any person residing or being in 
Great Britain, who shall have any hand in 
purcRasing any real properly in any coun¬ 
try under the dominion of France; and it 
extends its vengeance to all those, who, 
in the most distant manner, shall have any 
hand in such transaction. This act is the 
27th chap, of the S3id year of the reign 
of George the third; and I have never seen 
and never heard of aiw act or edict that 
dealt out death and destruction with so 
liberal a hand. 

It was said at the time, by the present 
Lord Chancellor, and by the greater part 
of those men who compose your Royal 
Highness’s ministry,-that this act, terrible 
as it,was, was d<‘manded, by the safety of 
the nation This Mr. Fox denied, and he 
strenuously 1ai>oured to prevent the passing 
of*an act so severe. I shall offer no opi¬ 
nion upon this matter; but it is certain 
that the code of Napoleon is not, be|:ause 
it cannot, be more terribly severe than 
this act; and this beinpthe case, common 
decency ought to restrain those who justi¬ 
fied this act from uttering reproaches 
against the author of the continental code. 
Our Government then s’aid that the act of 
1793 w|8 necessary in order to crush the 
revolution that had reared its head in 
France, and that was extending its prin¬ 
ciples over Europe. They justified the 
act upon the ground of its necessity. So 
docs Napoleon his code. He says that 
that code is necessary to protect the con¬ 
tinent, against the maritime despotism and 
the intrigues of England. . His accusa¬ 
tions against us may be false, but he is 
only retorting upon us our accusations 
against France; and between two such 
powers, there is nobody to judge. In 
truth our Government-passed its act •of 
1793, because# it had the will and the 
power to pass and to ihforce it; and Na¬ 
poleon has established his continental sys¬ 
tem, because he also has.the will and the^ 
power. It is to the judgment of the world 
that t|^ matter mujt^be left, and 1 beseech 
your ^yaUHighness to consider, that the 
world mil judge of our conduct accord¬ 
ing to the evidence' which it has to judge 
from/ and that that jadgmsnt will leave 


our 


To return and apply what has here been 
said to the case on which I have tbe bo^ 
nour to address your Royal Highness, 
what answer would have been given to 
America, if she, in the year 1793. had de¬ 
manded of our Government the rescinding 
of the act of which I have just given' a 
faint description ? In supposing, even by 
the way of argument, America to have 
taken such a liberty, I do a violence to 
common sense, and commit an outrage 
upon diplomatic decorum ; and it is quite . 
impossible to put into words an expression 
of that indignation which her conduct 
wouhl have excited. And yet. Sir, there 
appears to me, to be no reason whatever 
for our expecting America to be permitted 
to interfere with Napoleon’s continental 
system, unless we admit that she had a 
right to interfere with our act of 1793. 
The dispute between us and America re¬ 
lates to the acknowledged rights'of neutral 
nations. «These rights of America we 
avow that we violate. We have hitherto 
,said, that we were ready to cease such 
violation as soon as the French did the 
same ; but now, if we are to believe the 
intelligence from America and the corres¬ 
ponding statements of our public prints, 

have shifted our ground, and demand 
of America that she shall cause the conti¬ 
nental system to be done away, or, at 
least, we tell her that it shall be done 
away, or we will not cease to violate her 
rights. 

The language of those, who appear to 
be ready to justify a refusal, upon the 
ground above stated, to revoke oar Orders 
in Council, is this : that it was natural to 
expect that the revocation would be made 
to depend upon a real and effectual aboli¬ 
tion of the French decrees; that the re¬ 
vocation is merely nominal unless all the 
I,regulations of Napoleon, made since ldo6, 
are %lso repealed ; that when these latter 
are repealed, it will be right for America 
to call upon us for a repeal of our Orders 
in Council, and not before; and, it is 
added, athat the American President will 
not have the support of,the people, if he 
attempt to act upon any other principles 
than these. So that, as your Royal High¬ 
ness will clearly pwoeive, these persons 
imagine, ct, ableast, they would persuade 
the people of England, that, unless the 
President insist upon the admission of 

L 2 . . 
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Eni’lish manufactures anV! produce into the 
dominions of Prunce, he will not be sup¬ 
ported by the people of America in a de¬ 
mand of England t«» cease to violate the 
known and atltnowledged rights of Amc- 
jrica. The President is not asking for any 
indulgence at our hands: he is merely 
asking for what is due to his country ; he 
is merely insisting upon our ceasing to 
violate the rights pf America; anil, if what 
the public prints tell us be true, we say in 
answer : “ We will cease to violate your 
" rights; we will cease to do you wrong ; 

" we will cease to confiscate your vessels 
" ift tlie icelih of.the law of nations, but 
“ not unless Napoleon will softer the con- 
*' tineiit of Europe to purchase our maau* 
factures and commerce.” If my neigh¬ 
bour complain of me for a grievous injury 
and outrageous insult committed against 
him, am I to answer him by saying, that 
I will cease to,injure and insult him, when 
another neigjibour with whom I am at 
variance will purchase his clo.thing and 
cutlery from me ? The party whom I in¬ 
jure and insult will naturally sa^', that he 
has nothing to do with my quarrel with a 
third party. We should disdain the idea 
of appealing to America as a mediatress, 
and, ind%ed, if she were to attempt to put 
herself forward in that capacity, indigna¬ 
tion and vengeance would ring from one 
end of the kingdom to the other. Yet, 
we are, it seems, to look to her to cause 
the French to do away regulations inju¬ 
rious to us, but witk which America has 
nothing at all to do. 

- As to the disposition of the people of 
America, your Royal Highness should re¬ 
ceive wi ll great distrust whatever is said, 
come fioiii what quarter it may, respeci- 
'ing till- popular feeling being against the 
President and his measures. The same 
round of deception will, doubtless, be used 
here as in all other cases where a country 
is at war with us. It is now nearly twenty 
years since we drew the sword ag^ainst re* 
volutionary France; and, if your Royal 
Highness look back, you will find, that, 
daring the whole of that period, the people 
pf France have been, by those who have 
had the power of the press in their hands 
in this country .^^represented as hostile to^ 
their government, under all its various 
forms, and as wishing most earnaslly for 
the success of its enemies. The result^ 
however, has been, that the^euple have 
never, in any one instance, aided those 
enemies; but have made all sorts of sacri- 
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ficesfor the purpose of frustrating their de¬ 
signs. On the contrary, the people iti all 
the countries, allied with us in the war, 
have been invariably represented as .at¬ 
tached to their , governmeiit, and the.y 
have, when-the hour of trial came, as in¬ 
variably turned from that governni<?nt and 
received the French with open arms. 
After these twenty years ui such terrible 
experience, it is not for me to presume, 
that your Royal Highness citn suUer your¬ 
self to be deceived with regard lotl>e dis¬ 
position of the American people, who 
clearly understand all the grounds of the 
present dispute, and of whom, your Royal 
Highness may be assured, Mr. Mafiison, 
in his demands of justice at our hands, is 
but the echo. Tlie Americans do .not 
wish for war: war is a state which they 
dread : there is no class amongst tliem 
who can profit from war : they have none 
of that description of people, to whom war 
is a harvest; there are nortfe of- tho.se 
whom to support out of the public wealth 
the pretext of war'is necessary: they 
dread a standing army: they have wit¬ 
nessed the eifecis of such establislimcnts 
in other parts of the world: iliev have 
seen how such establishments and loss of 
freedom go hand in hand. Rut, these 
considerations will nut, I am persuaded, 
deter them fromugoing far enough into 
hostile measures to do great injury to us, 
unless we shall, by our acts, prove to 
them, that such measures are unnecessary. 

The public are told, and the same may 
reach the ear of your Royal Highness (for 
aourts are not the places into which truth 
first makes its way), that the Aniericait 
President is unpopular; that the people 
are on our side in the dispute. Guard 
your ear, I beseech you. Sir, against such 
reports, W'hich are wholly false, and which 
have their rise partly in the ignorance and 
partly in the yenaliiy of those by whom 
tliey are propagated. It is a fact, on which 
your Royal, Highness may rely, that, at 
the last election (in the Autumn of IS 10) 
the popular party had a majority far 
greater than at any form«v period ; and, it 
is hardly necessary for me to say how 
that party statids with regard to England; 
for, from some cause, or other, it does so 
happen, than in every country where 
there is a description of persons professing 
a strong and enthusiastic ^taCTOient to 
public liberty, they aro sure to regard 
.England as tbeip enemy^ We are told, 
that these are all sham patriots; that they 
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are'demagogues, jacobins, levellers,'and 
men who delight in cont'usidn and blood* 
shed. But, Sir, the misfortune is, that 
these persons, in all the countries that we 
meddle with, do invariably succ’eed in the 
end. Their side proves, at lagt, to be 
the strongest. They do, in fact, Anally 
prove to form' almost the whole of the peo¬ 
ple ; and, ^hen we discover this, vve ge- 
/teralfy quit their country in disgust, and, 
since they " will not he true to thanselves*’ 
we e’en leave them to be punished by 
their revolutions and reforms. In Ame¬ 
rica, however, it will, I think, be very dif¬ 
ficult for on® to persuade your Koyal 
Highness that those who are o[>posed to u# 
are sham patriots, and men who wish for 
confusion. Every man in‘that country 
has enough to eat; every man has some¬ 
thing to call his own. There are no baits 
for sham patriots; no fat places to scram¬ 
ble for; no sinecures where a*single lazy 
possessor snorts away in the course of the 
year the fruit of the.labour of hundreds of 
toiling and starving wretches; hone of those 
things, in short, for the sake of gaining 
which it is worth while to make hypocri¬ 
tical professions of patriotism. As an in¬ 
stance of the sentiments of the people of 
America with regard to political parties. 

I beg leave to point out to your Koyal 
Highness the circumstance of Mr. Picker¬ 
ing (who is held forth as the great cham¬ 
pion of our cause in America) having, at 
the last election, been put out of the i^ate 
of the United States, of which be had long 
been a member, being one of the Senators 
for*Massachussets, his native state. The 
people of the State first elect the td^o 
Houses and the Gpvernor of the State, and 
these elect the persons to serve them in the 
Senate of the Union. Thus Mr. Pickering 
was, then, rejected, not merely by the 
people; not merely at a popular election ; 
but by the deliberate vojce of the whole 
' legislature of the State. And this, too, in 
that part of the Union called New Eng- 
land; in the State of Massachusett’s too,* 
which State it is well known takes the lead 
in the Northern part of the country, and 
which State has always been represented 
as disposed to divide from,the States of the 
South. If we had friends any where in 
America, it was in this State ; and, yetf 
even in this State* we see the most une¬ 
quivocal proof of disaffection to our cause. 

• 

It is useless, Sir, for us to reproach the 
people of America with this disaffection. 
They must be left to follow their own 


— Figueiras. 

taste. li) common life, if we find any one 
that does not like us, we generally endea¬ 
vour, if we wish to gain his liking, to wiit- 
him to it by kindness and by benefits of 
some sort or other. We go thus to work 
with animals of every description. In 
cases where we have the power, we but 
too often make use of that to subdue the 
disinclined party to our will. But, where" 
we have not the' power, we are seldom so 
very foolish as to deal out reproaches 
against those whose ^ood will we do not 
take the pains to gain. It is, therefore,, 
the height of folly in us to complain, that 
the Americans do not like our^overnment. 
and prefer to it that of Napoleon. The 
friends of England accuse them of giving 
support to a despot. They do not love 
despots. Sir, you may be assured ; and, if 
they like Napoleon better than they do 
our government, it is because they think 
him less iniqiical to their freedom and, 
their property. This is tjie ground of 
their judgment. They are not carried 
away by words: they look at the acts that 
aflcct th^m; and, upon such grounds, 
they might, under some circumstances, 
justly prefer'the Dey of Algiers to the 
ruler of any other state. 

, I am, &c. &c. 

• W". COBBETT. 

Store Prison, Newgate, 

Thursday, 5th September, 1811. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Spain — Figueiras.— -—Another fortress 
has fallen before the French, after a long, 
and, seemingly, a most gallant resistance. 
But, 3,.500 men, amongst whom 3.50offi¬ 
cers, and many of higlt.rank, are a part of 
the victor’s prize upon this occasion. Our 
public*prints scarcely notice this event. 
It appears nothing at all to them, who be¬ 
long to a nation, where City Swords and 
Parliamentary Thanks and Peerages are 
given for such achievements as iho.'y; of 
Barrola and Albuera and Talavera. Three 
thousand Jive hundred prisoners ! Do you 
hear that, you venal men! you crowd of 
base hirelings ! And you greater crowd 
of dupes! Do you hear of the three iliou- 
sand fl^e hundred prisoners of war, sur- 
rendered at discretion ? • Let me ask you, 
now, what you would say, if such an 
achievement were accomplished by the 
Lord Baron Douro'and Viscount Talavera 
and the C^nde de Vimeira ? What would 
you say ? Where would you begin ; and 
whei^e would you end? What firing of 
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cannoil, ringing oF bells, illuminaiions, 
bonfires; wna|t paragraphs, what poems, 
what columns of doggerel from the pen of 
the pensioned, poet Fitzgerald, what nau¬ 
seous stiifi'tipon the stage, what a singing 
and w^t a shouting! '’.uiere is no farming 
the most distant idea of what would lake 
place. I should be afraid of the whole 
nation’s going mad : drunk I am sure they 
Would be. And yet, no more notice is 
taken of this achievement of the Duke of 
Tarento than if ii had been the mere in¬ 
tercepting of a convoy of provisions. 
W^jat a compliment does this silence con- 
taia! How eloquent it is in eulogium on 
the French array and its commanders! 
Fori what will history say ? Why, that such 
were their famous deeds, that the capture 
of a fortress where 3,.500 men, including 
350 oificers, was passed over by their 
enemies as an event not worthy of parti¬ 
cular notice. On the other hand, wijat will 
history say oP our deeds in arms, when it 
is recording the subjects of our endless 
boastings ? It is very painful to have to 
make such remarks; but they "are true, 
and they are called for by the occasion. 
There is nothing more injurious to the ' 
charactec of a country than boasting with¬ 
out good ground ; and, let it be observed, 
that our army will never be the better Tor 
our shutting our eyes against the truth, 
whether as to their deeds, or to the deed's 
of the enemy. It is bad policy, besides 
being unjust and false, not to speak of both 
as they deserve. The fear of censure is 
as necessary as the love of praise j and, if 
raise on our own side is, in all cases, to 
e bestowed; if we are thus to go on 
praising our own army through thick and 
thin; and are to speak contemptuously of 
|sll the victories of those to whom it is op¬ 
posed, where are we to look for the mo- 
, tives to great and gallant deeds ? I am for 
giving to our own army a full nfleasure of 
commendation. I would deprive no man 
of <t of bis due, from the highest to the 
lowest; and, I would rather over than- 
«nder do my duly in this respect. But, I 
would not overlook glaring faults; I would 
not be silent when 1 saw Brennier march 
out of Almeida with a thousand men in 
the fac6 of the English army. And, on 
the other hand, Dwould never suppress a 
fair account, a candid notice, of the suc¬ 
cesses of the enemyj This is the only 
way, in which, as fkr as relates to these 
matters, the press can be usefuT: not pur¬ 
suing this course it must, indeed, be mis- 
'Cbiems. MischkTous it has been dot* 


ing ilk whole of this long war against 
France; but especially, during the war in 
the Peninsula. "Who, to read our public 
prints, would not imagine, that our army 
had lived in a continued series of victo¬ 
ries ? Who would imagine;, that the ene- 
m}' against whom they have to cCntend 
was not to the last degree contemptible i 
In kbort, such a press, a press %o conduct¬ 
ed, is the vilest imposture that ever was 
practised in the world.——As to the effect 
which the fall of Figueiras will have upon 
the affairs of JSapoleon in bpain, it is not 
an easy matter to settle ; but, that it will 
have a great effect is pretty certain. (The 
%ate of things in Spain is such as to pro¬ 
mise a result by no means favourable to 
us. There is a talk of treasons at Cadiz; 
and we know what treasons, in such a 
state of things, always mean. The feeling 
of the Spanish government is pretty clearly 
evinced in* the recent appoinljnenl of Ge¬ 
neral Lacy to a considerable command; 
for, it will be recollected, that this was the 
gentleman, who, in so able and spirited a 
manner, answered the charges qf General 
Graham. This is an act of a nature en¬ 
tirely unequivocal; and, with this act be¬ 
fore them, if there be any persons in Eng¬ 
land who expect to see harmony restored 
at Cadiz, all I can say is, that 1 wish them ■ 
joy of their happy slate of mind. 

German Desektsrs. -In the mean¬ 

while, however, we have, for opr comfort, 
a new freight, it seems, of German Sol¬ 
diers brought into England from Spain. 
“ The desertions,” says the Moriling 
Chronicle of the 3rd instant, « from the 
'* French armies have been so numerous 
since their entrance into Spain, that 
•• Government found it necessary to esta- 
" blish a depot for them at Gibraltar. 
" From thence they are conveyed to thia 
" country, and distributed among the dif- 
" ferent foreign corps now in our service. 

" Upwards of I 00(J German rtcrmis have 
" accordingly arrived at Portsmouth in the 
‘'^course of last week; but it is uncertain 
“ whether they are to be formed into a se- 
“ parate corps, or drafted into the several 
foreign reg'uhents.”-—These arc not 
the Polish Lancers, I suppose. Not those 
“ savages,” as the letters from officers in 
oor army are said to call them. Not 
those murderous ruffians, .who think no 
more of the life of a man thaif of that of a 
dog; and who run their lances into a car¬ 
cass without the smallest' consideration 
for the tsnffg ainl tippets and gioves ttid 
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furbelows by which it may be enr«loped. 
It would be a good thing to catch these 
people,deserting.-.—It is curious to ob¬ 
serve how the above-mcotioDed German 
deserters became “recruits” all at once 
when they are ^aken up by us. But, if 
they were at Gibraltar, why send them to 
England? Why send them into Hamp¬ 
shire? Why hot land them at Lisbon, 
whitlfer we are sending so many troops 
Trom England? Why bring them to 
England from the Peninsula, at the same 
time that we are sending Englishmen 

thither? Why do this?-“ And, why 

“ dojjrou ask these questions ?” says the 
Morning Chronicle. “ You know, 

“ well as any body, v^hy this is done.” 
How do you know that I do r At any rate, 
it is for you, who have stated tlm fact, to 
account for its having taken place_In¬ 

deed, I do not believe this fact. I do not 
believe, that these Germans ever were in 
the service of France. It may be said so 
at Portsmouth, and they may say so them¬ 
selves ; but I do not believe it a bit the 
more for that. The French armies do not 
desert. The war in Spain and Portugal 
has proved that fact. There has been 
every temptation to desertion, and every 
opportunity offered; and, yet, whcre^have 
we ever seen any oflicial return of deserters 
received from the enemy? If his men did 
really desert, we should not fail to hare 
the proof of it laid clearly before us, to 
which there would be such powerful mo* 
tires; anil, as we Ji a ve seen no such 
proof, common sense, if we have any left, 
bid* us reject a belief of the fact. But, 
whence, then, came these “ German Re- 
" cruits?” Ido not know; nor do I know, 
that there are any such people in exist¬ 
ence ; but, if there are, my firm belief is, 
that they never were in the service of 
Francel 

W\ COBBETT. 

. State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

September 6, 1811. 

. ■ OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

SeMN.—F iguekas.— News from the Armies 

m ^>ain, dated Paris, 29th Aug. 1811. 

Official News from the Armies in Spain.- ^ 

Catalonia. —An jiide-de-camp of Mar- 
tines, the comnnaivliitnt of Figueiras, de« 
•erted on the Sth of August, and announced 
that the garrison was in a frightful state 
•f destitutionf and reduced to a few 
•iinona of bread and a little water ; that. 


no longer expecting relief, thjsy bnd 
termined to make n desperate ettnoipt end 
break through with the b^yoott i but 
Figueiras was surrounded with e formida¬ 
ble line of circumvallalion, more than 
4,000 toises in extent; this line was 
formed by a chain of strong redoubtSa 
connected together by entrenchments and 
protected by a double row of abattis. For 
some nights an increased vigilance took 
place; the Generals spent these nights in 
the lines; the Duke of Tarenla had taken 
the most effcctiial measures for depriving 
the enemy of all means of escaping hie 
fate. Having exhausted all bis provisions ■ 
and ammunition, Martinez, on* the night 
of the I6ih, attempted to force the Ijnes 
at the bead of all his garrison; he had. 
advanced near the first abattis, when a 
terrible fire opened upon his column, 
killed 400 of his men, and compelled him 
to re-enter the fortress. On tlie morning 
of the I9th, he surrendered^ at discretion, 
demanding only that life should be spared. 
The garrison defiled, without arms, upon 
the glack; it still consisted of 3,500 men, 
and near 350 (fficers, of whom there 
,was one Field Marshal, several briga¬ 
diers, and 80 superior officers; this garri¬ 
son arrived at Perpignan on the*2l8t and 
22«d. Two thousand men perisited m Fi¬ 
gueiras by our fife, or by disease, since 
the commencement ofthe blockade, which 
lastedybwr moniAs. The place not having 
been attacked, and all the operations 
having been confined to those of a rigor¬ 
ous blockade, this important fortress re¬ 
mains untouched. The perseverance and 
activity displayed by the blockading 
troops cannot he too highly praised ; the 
artillery and engineers, in their immense 
labours, ha'^e rivalled each other in zeal. ' 

Letter ftom the Duke of Tarento to his Excel¬ 
lency the Minuter at War. — Camp brfore 
Figueiras, Auguu 17, 1*11. 

Monsieur Duke; I have the honour to 
(inform’your Excellency, that the eifective 
partiof the garrison of Figueiras, to the 
number of 3,500 men, last night unsuct 
cessfully attempted to make their escape. 
—^This general sally touk place on the 
side towards the plain, but the fire of our 
advanced posts having given notice, of it, 
the enemy was received with so warm a 
fire of musketry, accompanied with shuuto 
of Long live the Bmperor! and’by so 
many shells and chain-shot, that he prcr 
cipitately retired in disorder to bis ram¬ 
parts; day-break discovered to bm view 
* '* * • « *. 
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the field covered with <leadj wounded, 
and shattered reTnaih8.->Fi:0.ni the account 
of severaf superior officers taken this morn¬ 
ing, their loss in Wounded was numerous ; 
not a man was able to clear the first line 
of abattis; eind they had besides other 
obstacles to surmount before they could 
reach our bayonets.—Por two days the 
Spaniards had been employed in breaking 
and destroying t/iat which they could not 
carry off or burn; the ovens were de¬ 
stroyed. They had distributed a double 
ration of brandy and three days* bread. 
Such is the account which his Excellency 
the Colonel-General has sent me this 
morning, at the same time begging to be 
authorised to take advantage of the con¬ 
fusion and terror which the above recep¬ 
tion must have produced in the Spaniards, 
by summoning them to surrender at dis¬ 
cretion, on pain of being put to the sword. 

, Though I place, little; dependence on the 
success of this summons, which would 
hasten, by some days, the surrender of the 
fortress, yet I have given him authority.— 
My advanced posts at Liers werd attacked 
yesterday by the Miquelets; I ordered a 
general beating up, which dispersed them- 
all. It would appear that 7 or 8(}0 of 
these people were endeavouring to favour 
the evacuation of the fort.—Every thing 
leads to a belief tha$ the fall of Figueiras 
is near at hand. I have the honour, 
(Signed) Tbe Marshal Duke qf Tarento, 

M‘Donalf). 

Letter II.— Camp before Figueiras, August 
19,1811. 

Monsieur Duke; I have the satisfac¬ 
tion to inform your Excellency, that the 
valour, the zeal, and perseverance of his 
Majesty’s army in Catalonia,, have tri¬ 
umphed over the perfidy of the •traitors 
■who delivered the fortress of Figueiras to 
the enemy; they are in irons. 'That for¬ 
tress is this day reconquered, and in the 
power of the Emperor.—The Spanish gar¬ 
rison having in vain attempted to*escaper 
in the night of the I6ih, and with a ibss of 
400 men, has been forced to surrender at 
discretion, and the only favour grarutd is 
s'eaimg their lives .—It came out of the for¬ 
tress t.his morning without arms, i,50() in 
number, and aboti 350 officers, of whom 
are Field Marshal Martinez, several Ge¬ 
nerals of Brigade, 80 superior officers, &c.; 
it was marched in three columns towards 
Perpignan, where it will arrive'bn the 21st 
and 22ad.‘—This garri.son lost, during the 
blockade, more than 2,000 men by our 


fird, of by a natural death; 1,500 sick 
remained in the hospital, and there aya 
200 non-combatants, who shall be. dis¬ 
missed.—The army of his Majesty braved 
more than 60,000 cannon-shot, and two mil¬ 
lion rounds of musketry, wvthout much loss. 

It has borne, with a constancy truly 
exemplary, labour, fatigue, and the incle¬ 
mencies of the weather during^ a blockade 
of four months and nine da 3 's; and since 
the 24-th of July has spent 25 successive 
nights under artM.-—The works of the lines 
of countervallation and circumvallation 
are immense; his Majesty will be able to 
judge of them, should he condescend to 
look at the plan which I transmit to j’our 
E.xcellency.—The. engineer department 
directed them with constant zeal and ac¬ 
tivity.—The artillery department has been 
excellent, as it always is; the General of 
Division Tamil commands it, and General 
Nourry erected and pointed, all tbe bat¬ 
teries, some of which were boldly placed 
at less than 300 toise.% from the fortress.— 
The redoubts of the 37th of the line, of the 
8th light, 16th and 67rh of the line, 32d 
light, Iltb, 81st, 60lh, 93ril, those of the 
Imperial Gendarmerie and of the Westpha¬ 
lians, received the names of the corps 
whioh constantly worked there; the first 
mentioned were within musket-shot of the 
covered way ; the 3d, and 23d light, also 
laboured a great deal.—These corps under 
the orders of Generals Quesnel, Clement, 
Palmarole, Plansopne, Lefebvre, Colonels 
Lamarque and Petit, formed the line of 
blockade or reinforced it every night. 
The squadron of the 20tb, and SOth 
Chasseurs, the squadron of the 24ih dra¬ 
goons, and the lanciers gendarmes, w'ere 
also in horseback in part.--Iii fine, a se¬ 
lect reserve, consisting of the foot-gendar¬ 
merie, and of detachments from difierent 
corps, commanded in turn by Generals 
Favier, Nourry, and Prost, and Adjutant 
Commandant Nivet, was destined to sup¬ 
port all the points that were .threatened.- 
His Excellency the Colonel General was 
every where.- He displayed very great 
activity ; in general ever^ one' has per¬ 
fectly done his duty. 1 'reel pleasure in 
doing this justice to the army, in the hope 
that the Emperor will deign to cast a look 
of favour on these brave men.—also beg- 
■ging your Excellencji- to cause his Majesty 
to remark, that his army of. Catalonia had . 
nothing to do with the event which brought 
them under the walls of this 'place.-^! 
have just displayed the Imperial flag upon 
the walls; it was saluted by an hundred 
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rounds of cannon; thissalute will be heard 
by the English ships on the coast, and the 
assemblages of insurgents at Olot; it will 
make known to them the recapture of 
Figneiras and the termination of the war 

in this part of Catalonia.-1 have the 

honour, 8sc.—— The Marshal IH'ke of 

Toraao, Macdonald. 

• • 

P. S. Your Excellency's Aid-de*Camp, 
the‘Chief of-Battalion Schneider, bearer 
of this dispatch, has shared in the fatigues 
of the troops, passing whole nights in the 
trenches; he has seen the fort, the pri* 
Boners, and can give your Excellency all 
the inioMnation which you may think ne> 
cessary. 

Translation of a Letter viritten by General 
Juan Antonio Martinez, Commandant of 
the Fort qf San Fernanda de Figueiras, to 
the principal Junta qf the Principality qf 
Catalonia. • 

Pont de Moulin, August 19, 1811. 
Most excellent Senoc,—After enduring 
more than four months obstinate blockade, 
without any relief on the part of the army, 
I l#ve found myself under the necessity 
of surrendering the fort of San Fernando 
de Figueiras, irom the total want of pro¬ 
vision!, I have employed even tl^e Ipt 
resources; from our horses to the lowest in¬ 
sect, all has been eaten up. On the night of 
the 16th 1 attempted a sally at the point 
of the bayonet, with all ll^ garrison; and 
in spite of tt\p obstacles which the line of 
circuinvallation opposed, 1 myself reached 
the abattisr or trunks of trees obstructing 
our passage, which could hot be effected, 
inconsequence of the great strength of 
this impenetrable Ijne, In fine, 1 have 
this day surrenderai prisoner of war, with 
the garrison, which has been treated by 
the French with the generosity which cha¬ 
racterizes that nation. 

(Signed) Joan Antonio Martinez. 


American States. —Proclamation qf the 
Fresident for the Meeting of Congress .— 
'l^hJaly, 1811 . ^ • 

Whereas great and weighty matters, 
claiming the consideration of the Congress 
of the United Stales, form §n extraordi¬ 
nary occasion for convening them, 1 do 
by these presents appoint Monday, the 
4th day of Fiovemjier next, tor their 
meeting at the City of Washington j here¬ 
by requiring the respective i^nators and 
the Representatives then and tfiere to as- 
semible in Congress, in order to receive 
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such communications a« may tben Iw mgdb 
to them, and to consult add d'etcsfiaiiie bit 
such measures as in their wisdom mqy be 
di^emed meet for the welfare pf the llnitcd 
States. In testimony whereof, I harie 
caused the seal />f the United Stages to be 
hereunto affixed, and signed the same with 
my band. Dune at the City of Washing¬ 
ton, the 24th day of July, in the year of 
our Lord, 1811 ; and of the independ¬ 
ence of the Unitod States the 36th. 

James Madison. 


South American Revolution, -r Carres ^* 
pondetKe and Documents relative to the 
devolution at Buenos Ayres, 1811.' 

Buenos Ayres Extraordinary Gazette qf the 
20th qf June, 1811. 

In the Extraordinary Gazette of the 
18th instant, among other official papers 
which General Don Jose Artigaz trans¬ 
mitted with regard to his operations against 
Monte Video, (here was also given an 
overture made by Don Xavier Elio after 
the battle of Las Piedras, soliciting the 
ar|nistice. During this, the result of the ne- 
gociation also reached him, which in that 
extremity he had set on foot directly with 
the ipost excellent Junta, through the 
medium of the officer Don Jose Obregon, 
and, with which the public has already 
been made acquainted. As Elio perfectly 
foresaw the rejection which his applica¬ 
tion, so contemptible in many respects, 
was doomed to meet with, he visibly at¬ 
tempted to influence the good faith of 
General Artigas by the insidious mode in 
which his letter was drawn up, pretending 
that the English Government was em¬ 
barked in the same cause, by the instruc¬ 
tions which it had actually given to Capt. 
Heywooif, Commander of the Nereus fri¬ 
gate—Ouj General, deeply convinced, 
as well as the Government, of the true 
sentiments of the English nation with re- 
{|^ard to tbe present affairs, returned a very 
proper, answer: he spoke with a full 
■knowledge of the daring and cunning cha¬ 
racter of the man to whom it was ad¬ 
dressed ; and with all the energy and re¬ 
solution yrhich animates us in our under¬ 
taking. But the honourable officer of bis 
Britannic Majesty could* not view with 
indifference^ the inconsiderate audacity of 
Elio, who had so falsely compromised his 
reputation ii^an afiair of so much delicscy, 
and who, when Capt. Hey wood had b^n 
expressly charged to observe a cot&plefe 
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aeotrelity in pur pfiaim, bad repreieated 
him as to a certain de^ee, taking part in 
tbeoi. Capt. Hey wood, therefore, thought 
it his duty to clear himself of all such io- 
terference, and transmitted to the Gorerno 
ment the following declaration, which is 
published for that purpose, and that all 
may be apprised of the sole ot^ect of his 
arrival: 

On hom'd hi$ Britmnic Majesty's Frigate 

the Nereus, btfore Buenos Ayres, June 19. 

Most Excellent Senor ; In the Buenos 
Ayres Gazette of yesterday I have ob- 
, served fn official document, in which 1 
am erroneously represented as a negocia- 
tor between his Excellency the Viceroy, 
Don Xavier Elio, and the Most Excellent 
Provisional Junta of Government. And 
as, wherever that Gazette is circulated, it 
may produce an impression injurious to 
me as Captain in the B,oya] Navy of his 
Bcitannic Majesty; whose duties are of a 
nature mdre open, active, and decided 
than those of a crooked policy and diplo- 
matiP intrigue, to which my,character is 
abhorrent; and having, also, received an 
express prohibition to interfere in these 
matters, 1 have thought it necessary to 
obsenve for the present, that the Viceroy 
must have been greatly mistaken l,n ex> 
pressing himself as he has done with re¬ 
gard to me.—I also leave it to your Ex¬ 
cellency to inform-the public (if you think 
it of importance) whether or not your Ex- 
cellency, since my arrival in this river in 
the Nereus, has entered into any official 
conversation with me, or any other indi¬ 
vidual, relative to the existing political. 
disputes of these provinces, in which we 
disclaim all right, and even inclination, 
to interfere.—Though I have not thought 
it necessary or proper hitherto to say any 
thing, yet 1 now avail myself 6f this op¬ 
portunity, that it may be well^and clearly 
understood, that the spirit and tendency 
of the Orders with which I was sent to, 
und still remain in, the river Phtte, have 
in truth for their chief and only object tfie 
protection of the persons and commerce 
of the subjects of his Britannic Maje.sty 
from any unjust elFects of commotion; and 
to lend all possible assistance, ,.by means 
of tbe«bip under my command, to suefe 
of theta as ludjr wish to remit their pro¬ 
perty or retire from the river Plate.—-In 
the locution of ihie last part of my orders, 

1 consider it my duty to endeavour to ob- 
uia the co-operation of this Government,; 
lor their own benefit, ami that of tny j 
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cmintrynten. Why this co-operation has 
heed sosnddenlyand unexpectedly denied, 
is a question which I have neither ^e 
right nor the incliiuiuon to ask, end with 
reg3r4 to which it, becomes me, as au of¬ 
ficer of the English ffevy, to be perfectly 
indifforent.^lhaVe t&fe honoutsto be, &c. 
To the I*resident ondMem^ P. Heywood. 
bers of the Provisioual 
Junta of Government. 

The following is the letter of Vice¬ 
roy to General Artigas, conveyed by a 
flag of truce, and to which the preceding 
correspondence refers: 

Monte Videor May 20, 
I have to inform you, that 1 have set on 
foot negociations with the Junta of Buenos 
Ayres, through the medium of Capt. Hey- 
wooH, of the British frigate Nereus, which 
officer has also instructions from bis Go¬ 
vernment to the same effect. One of the 
proposftions which he has to makd to the 
Junta, is, that an armistice and suspension 
of arms should take place till our existing 
diflerences can be accommodated. I ex¬ 
pect from day to day accounts of this 
negociation, and in the mean time I lk>pe 
you will concur in the humane sentiments 
which animate me, by suspending all hos¬ 
tilities between our troops, as pr^uclug 
only a lamentable and useless eilbsion of 
blood ; as the Junta must comply with 
the pacific propositions made by the Eng¬ 
lish and mysetf.—The reply of General 
Artigas was in substance as follows :— 

Camp at Las Fkdras, May 20. 
Senor; The cause of the peopJ/e does 
not admit of the least delay. If you 
really desire to avoid the cii'usion of blood, 
so contrary to the tellings of humanity, 
enter into a negociation with me, who am 
well acquainted with the wishes of the 
Junta, and will give you and Moqte Video 
a new proof of its generous and pacific 
views. These are comprised in the. re¬ 
establishment of communication and rela- 
lation between the inhabitants of Monte 
Video and those of the capital; t ies marked 
out by the mutual interests of both, and 
by nature itself; ties Hjhicli are broken 
by a declaration of war on your part, 
which has carried desolation and mourn¬ 
ing into those families which have suiiered 
from that eflusion of blood whic'h you 
profess to lament.-—J'his army will shortly 
bring to a conchisinn tlie° work,which is 
already so far wlvaaced; and you will 
bring to a«cl imax the inisfpvtunes of Monte 
Video, unless you rssolve that the aatho- 
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tity tyf Ihe Provincial Junta of these pro- 
vjnces be recognised by that city, in order 
that it may transmit its wishes by the 
mcVlium of a Representative, conformable 
o the regulation which has been pub- 
ished, and in imitation of the measures 
vhich all provinces in Spain adopted 
or the purpose of preserving entire the 
lominioDs of oor iugust Sovereign Don 
■i .'enMnanc/VII. from the oppression of the 
f tyrant of Europe. This is the only con- 
: dition on whipb, in virtue of the authority 
which I exercise, I shall cause hostilities 
to cease on the part of iny troops. 

^(Signed) , Jose Articas. 

From ike Buenos Ayres Gazette of the 
1 5 th June. 

Letter from his Excellency Lord Strangford 
to this Most Excellent Junta. 

Most Excellent Senor; I have received 
the letter of your Excellency of the 24th 
of February, in which you inform me of 
the proceedings of General Elio, in inter¬ 
rupting the commerce of Buenos Ayres, 
and in which, after some observations on 
the supposed want of legitimate official 
authority on the part of that General, you 
beg me to communicate them to my Go¬ 
vernment. On this point 1 will comply 
with your Excellency’s wishes; but 1 ain 
convinced that 1 only anticipate the opi¬ 
nion of my Court, when I assure you, (hat 
this communication will be received with 
the deepest regret and will auginent those 
painful feelings which must be inspired 
by the present unfortunate contest be¬ 
tween Buenos Ayres and. its dependencies. 
—The conbdence Which your Excellency 
has placed in me, and the conviction that 
i, shall acquire -a new title to it by the 
proposal whicli I am about to submit to 
your consideration, encourage me to speak 
frankly and without reserve.-—Your Ex¬ 
cellency, by Constantly expressing a fixed 
determination to adhere to the common 
cause of the Allies against France, to re¬ 
spect the authority and preserve the claims 
of our legitimate Sovereign, have secured 
ail undoubted right to the friendship and 
good offices of Great Britain, founded on 
a basis much more solid and extensive, 
than that of the advantages knd conces¬ 
sions, which you have so liberally and 
wisely granted to its-jjibjects.—But it is 
nevertheless to \fe lapented, that while 
.them principles deserve every applause, 
their practical results have hitherto so liule 
corrnponded to tlieir tenour; and that, in 
a crisis which requires united efforta'and 


undivided energy, the power of ffae co»* 
federation formed against France- sbonidi 
be weakened by the failure, of those re¬ 
sources, which might rationally be ex¬ 
pected from those who are in no smati 
degree interested in the event of the strug¬ 
gle, but who, unhappily, cannot contri¬ 
bute to its fortunate issue, because they 
are plunged in all the evils of civil dis- 

sention_Your Excellency knows too well 

the scrupulous good faith of the Court of 
Loudon, the sacred ties which connect it 
with Spain, and the great ana universally 
important object of their mutual alliance, 
to believe, that Great Britain, ^without , 
violating that faith, sacrificing these obli¬ 
gations, and abandoning these objects, can 
lend the sanction of her approbalaon to 
measures productive of dissention between 
the component parts of a coalition, the 
happy issue of which depends upon a cor¬ 
dial co-operation and good understanding 
among all its comtitueat members.—But 
though it is thus impossible for Great 
Britain to act in opposition to her obliga¬ 
tions, and ii)e interests of the just cause 
which she supports, the just claims which 
yoiy Excellency has to her friendship, 
inspire her with a sincere desire to become 
instrumental to your happiness and pros¬ 
perity jn the only way in which she can 
at present promote these objects.—I there¬ 
fore Jake upon me to offer to your Excel-. 
lency, in the mo.st ample manner, the 
good nffice.s and friendly interpositions of 
the English Government, for the purpose 
of facilitating an amicable settlement of 
the dillerences which at present subsist 
between the Spaniards of both hemis¬ 
pheres, and delivering them from the 
greatest of ail calamities—civil discord, 
as the origin of their ruin, and ef the 
greatest dangei*to the common cause.— 

1 ofier this*mediation to your Excellency 
in the firm C 9 nfidence that it will be un¬ 
dertaken with promptness by the English 
Government, and in the knowledge of 
wij^at has been already proposed and ac-« 
cepted l}y other parts of the Spanish Mo¬ 
narchy, which were in circumstances 
similar to those in which Buenos Ayres is 
now placed.— I beg your Excellency 
clearly to /luderstand, that the profiosal 
wjiicb 1 make does not involve any dispo¬ 
sition on the part of my Court to inter¬ 
pose in the political affairs of the Spanish 
Monarchy, or to support any system in¬ 
consistent witb liberality and justice, and 
with the permanent prosperity of Sjianieh 
Anenca.—it daes not appear pumhie. 
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that your ExceUency can conltde your 
cause ia better hands.'than those of Eng¬ 
land. Every motive of interest and policy 
unites in declaring, that the prosperity, of 
Buenos Ayres must he to us an object 
of importance; and this consideration, 
founded on identity of interests, is calcu¬ 
lated to produce the most unlimited con¬ 
fidence on the part of your Excellency.-— 
Should the proposal which I have had the 
honour to make be adopted by your Ex¬ 
cellency, 1 jvould suggest as the first step 
to its actual execution, the adoption of 
measures for an armistice between your 
Exceligncy and General Elio; nothing 
can be mure simple than such a negocia- 
tion : the withdrawal of your Excellency's 
troops on the one side, and the cessation 
of the blockade on the other, would be 
just measures of mutual concession. It 
might be stipulated, that this armistice 
should last till the final adjustment, under 
the. friendly mediation *of Great Britain, 
of the points at present in discussion be¬ 
tween the government of Buenos Ayres 
and that of Spain.—A proposition,of this 
nature, so analogous to the moderation 
which has characterised the commepce- 
ment of your Excellency’s proceedings, 
would cover Buenos Ayres with honour; 
and even should it be rejected, the very 
fact of having made so equitable an oiler 
would prove, that you had left no paeans 
untried to avert the calamities of civil war, 
M'hile the party that refused to accede to 
so ju.st a measure would be in a great de¬ 
gree responsible for them.—Your Excel¬ 
lency cannot fail to perceive the various 
immediate advantages which would result 
from this proposal. The restoration of 
commerce would instantly follow; the 
termination of the difficulties under which 
British agents have laboured in this part 
of the world; and the removal of every 
disposition to interfere in jhe afiairs of 
Spanish America, which may have been 
felt by any other State under the influence 

* of the jealousies excited by 4he military 
movements and political procqgdings of 

^its neighbours.—1 think it proper to ap¬ 
prise your Excellency, that I have also 
written to General Elio on the subject to 
which this letter relates, ant^ that I have 
^ laboured to produce in him a dispositipn, 

* corresponding to that which I confidently 
hope and believe is felt by your Excel¬ 
lency.—I conclude by again requesting 
your Excellency’s attention to the propo> 
aition which I have had the honour to 
make; and that you will favour me with 


your sentiments upon it, as soon as you 
conveniently can; and to believe that I 
am solely actuated by a sincere desire for 
your peace and prosperity, and for the 
prosperous is.sue of the just contest in 
whifch we are equally engaged, and in 
whicli w'o cannot hope to dOifquer if we 
are divided among ourselves.—1 have the 
honour, &c. * •Strangford. 

Answer of tJie Junta. 

Most Excellent Senor; The Junta has 
received by Captain Heywood, of the 
Navy, the confidential letter addressed to 
them by your Excellency, acknt^wledging 
the receipt of theirs of the 24lh of Fe¬ 
bruary. It is not difficult to discover the 
reasons of your Excellency’s silence on 
the most material part of its cpntents, nor 
of your answer to the last, dated March 
6th, even had it not been ascertained by 
other channels, that your ExceUency, ac¬ 
knowledging those ports to be in a state 
of blockade, even to ships of your own 
nation, chose rallier to give ;t silent refu¬ 
sal, notwithstanding the reasons in oppo¬ 
sition to [t.—This unexpected event, and 
the excessive exertions of Admiral De 
Courcy to free the British flag from the 
obstructions put many months before, by 
the Government, of Monte Video, to there 
being free ports, present to us a very 
mortifying contrast. The Junta can as¬ 
sign no cause for this retrograde move¬ 
ment, unless it form part of the plan of 
the British Government to*adopt no mea¬ 
sures that may tend to disunite America 
from Spain. The Junta, howevei^ cannot 
reconcile such inconsistent projects. It is 
certain that the commercial projects of 
Great Britain and America have nothing 
to do with this disunion.—If Spain should 
ever renounce her system of exclusion 
with respect to America, it is time for her 
to know that in the state of insignificance 
in which she is, her true interest consists 
in soliciting England to approach these 
sources, whence she may supply that 
strength which she has exhausted for the 
interests of Spain, and be enabled to clothe 
a people left naked by Spanish tyranny^ 
at least, in this way, she might acquire 
an idea of gratitude and justice ; but she 
chuses rather to be deficient on this score, 
than to renounce exclusive rights, to 
which she' believes herjself to be entitled 
to all eternity, declaring r.mperiously, by 
her emissary. General Elio, those ports 
to be ill a state of blockade, and issuing 
express orders to annihilate the British 
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cotninercein this quarter; while she can¬ 
not reconcile such conduct with her de¬ 
claration'of attachment to Great Britain, 
her ally, she gives the highest ofleitce to 
the Colonies., who, as subject to the same 
King, have equal ri^ht with Gallicia, the 
Asturias, agd Catalonia, to a direct inter¬ 
course with the nation that affords them 
protection. These,reasons are of weight 
sufficient to convince the Junta, that with¬ 
out any violation of the good faith pledged 
to Spain, and without a breach of any 
positive agreement, the Court of London 
may resist the blockade which General 
Elio has imposed upon British ships.— 
Your Ex«ellc.ncy observes, that it is matter 
of regret, that, in the present crisis, the 
power of the confederacy against France 
should be weakened for want of resources. 
The Junta is of opinion, that, to avoid the 
prejudices of which your Excellency 
speaks, and not to come to a .state.of the 
greatest weakness, the most effectual way 
IS, not to place the resources of America 
in the hands of Spain* without making 
them pass to England, by means of an 
open and unrestricted commerce.—The 
whole, world is not ignorant how incapa¬ 
ble Spain is to employ her public funds 
with economy, as n^ell as to direct her 
armies, because she has already dilapf- 
dated the supplies remitted from America 
for her defence. Such contributions of 
loyalty and of honour ought to be kept 
sacred ; their disposition was detennini d 
by the same iTeccssilies, and the intention 
of those who granted them. Notwith¬ 
standing this, no consideration was suih- 
cieut to limit the prodigality and covet¬ 
ousness of the Spanish Administrations, 
yet they now haughtily ask, who has pro¬ 
vided funds sufficient to support so many 
years the expences of the armies ? These 
provinces profess entire fidelity to Ferdi¬ 
nand the Seventh; they wish to direct 
only by themselves, and without the ha¬ 
zard of risking their means to the rapacity 
of unfaithful hands; they promise to enter 
intp the coalition against the tyrant so 
long as their civil independence is ac-, 
knowledged. Hqfe your Excellency will 
observe a means of strengthening the 
power of the Confederation,*till a final 
success, much more secure and more con¬ 
formable to the principles of equity, than 
by threatening us with menaces, punish¬ 
ments, and blo,ckades,'into a subordination 
wjricb no person has a right to require.— 
Your Excellency may be firmly assured 
that the blockade imposed by General 


Elio is. more prejudicial td the interests of 
Great Britain, and to Spain herself, than 
it is to us. If the scrupulous considera¬ 
tions of your nation carries it to dissemble 
such aggressions, the Junta cannot pro¬ 
pose to the people such a species of hu¬ 
miliation. They can perceive in it no¬ 
thing else than a determination to resist 
the audacious attempts of a Chief, who, 
without any other authority than a simple 
letter from the Secretary Bardaxi, his re¬ 
lation, exhibits himself a hostile Viceroy. 

It was this circumstance which hastens 
the aversion they formerly bore in their 
minds, and made the people of thq eastern « 
province take up arms. They demanded 
assistance from this Junta, and they hare 
confined their aggressions to investing the 
walls of Monte Video.—In this slate of 
things, the armistice which the conciliat¬ 
ing disposition of your Excellency pro¬ 
poses, can produce no other effects than 
to frustrate an eiAerpriiie already far ad¬ 
vanced ; to expose the safety*of many 
patriots to the vengeance of Elio; to ex¬ 
cite an uDiv;ersal convulsion among the 
provinces, and the abandonment of our 
expectation to fluctuating opinion. This 
would surely be acting contrary to the 
principles of our institution, and to«raise 
again ,the colonial system which our 
hands destroyed. This Junta entertain 
too sublime an idea of the penetration of 
1 your Excellency, to attribute your propo¬ 
sal to any other motive than an ac¬ 
quaintance with occurrences which are 
obscured by distance.—In respect to the 
metliatioii which your Excellency has 
4 >roposed to remove the differences which 
subsists between these States and the 
Peninsula, nothing could be more satis¬ 
factory to this Junta than to place their 
cause in hands*sn faithful and generous as 
those of tfie British Cabinet. The good 
faith which characterize it, and the iden¬ 
tity of their interests with ours, are causes 
which assures us of its fidelity. But the 
Junta canaot discover reasons to authorise 
th*efn at^present to avail themselves of such 
mediation. The Peninsula is no more 
than a part of the Spanish Monarchy, and 
that so maimed, that it w'ould be no small 
concession to put it upon an equality with 
i^merica. It therefore follows, from this 
principle, that the PeninsSla cannot hold 
any authoifity over America, nor this over 
that. Were the English Cabinet t(X act 
the part of aiympartiai Mediator, it would 

be a precise acknowledgment of the in- 

I dependence of the two States. ' On tlt« 
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•tber haod, were tbe British 6«blnet pos* 
•cwed of an idea of our inferiority, it 
would not be surprising that the result of 
a negociation would be, to grant us much 
more W favour than we deserved in jus¬ 
tice. Therefore, until we can know the 
opinion of the British nation, all ulterior 
{woceedings should be suspended. In ad¬ 
dition, your Excellency combines your 
mediation w.ith the armistice, and should 
a'negociation take place, General Elio 
would continue to hold all the authority of 
Viceroy, wheredrith he is invested by the 
Junta of Cadi2, even here, where he how 
occupies ; but this would involve a con¬ 
tradiction in principles ; Elio, and the il¬ 
legitimate power from which he deiives 
his authority, would renaain triumphant 
over our rights before the termination of 
the dispute.—The unlimited confidence 
which the Junta has in the pure intentions 
of your Excellency, convinces us that you 
have no other object in View than to unite 
the political ties which subsist in common 
betwixt both nations j but your Excel¬ 
lency may rest assured, that if the stale 
of our negociations do not admit us to ad¬ 
here to them, our friendship towards 
Great Britain shall not be less firm, nor 
our 'consideration of your Excellency. 
God preserve your Excellency many years. 
From the Members of the Junta, 

Buenos Ayres, Mcty ! 8, 1811. ^ 

To his ^cellency Lord Strangford, &^c. 

Buenos Ayres, June 14. 

This day entered this capital the vete¬ 
ran troops of infantry and dragoons whi( h 
the kingdom of Chili has sent to us to sup> 
port the just cause in which wc are equally 
engaged. The General Commandant, at 
the head of all the regimepts, marched out 
to receive them, at the distance of a quar¬ 
ter of a league from the cit}'; and incor¬ 
porated with our warlike legions, ami Ist 
the acclamations of a numerous popula¬ 
tion, they were conducted to the great 
'square, in front of the town-htdl, in ^.he 
balconies of which, the Junta cand the 
Members of the Municipalitv were as-' 
sembted. There they renewed the most 
solemn oaths to die with us, should it be 
neC»tss!^,for the destruction cf tyranny, 
'*nd in defeqce of the imorescriptihie 
ti^^hts xX our native soil, that our children 
at 'least may enjoy the precious gift of 
liberty. They tiave come determined 
not to returh to their homes without the 
palm of victory. 'Let the haughty despot 
and hif followers be filled with terror; 


and-conaider, that if Buenos AyreS alone 
was at one time able to inflict punishment 
on much more posoerful enemies, his in¬ 
trigues, his machinations, his miserable 
power, and his threats are^jeifectly con¬ 
temptible when opf^osed to the united 
force* of Anterica. 

Buenos Ayres, June ]0. 
Letter frotn the Conde de %inhar^, I’ortu- 

guese Minister at Rio Janeiro, to the 

Junta.. Rio Janeiro, April 27,1S11. 

Most Excellent Senor;—Don Manuel 
Sarratea, who has just arrived here, deli¬ 
vered to me your letter, which I have laid 
before the Prince Regent, my master. • 
His Highness has charged me to assure 
you, that he feels, and is always anxious 
to maintain with the Junta and people of 
Buenos Ayres, the same sentiments of 
friendsliip and good harmony to which he 
is buuttd by the alliance, which happily 
unites him with his Catholic Majesty. 
Your Excellency knows the good faith 
and entire impartiality by wliich his 
Royal Hiyhness is actuated. You are not 
ignoratit how much .he desires the con¬ 
servation of the Spanish Monarchy, and 
to secure the eventual rights of his august 
spouse ; your Excellency must therefore 
naturally suppose how anxious he is to 
see union and harmony re-established 
among all parts of the Spanish dominions, 
and with what pain he has witnessed the 
commencement of a civil war on the very 
frontiers of his Slates. He is of course 
particularly anxious for its termination, to 
which he would most willingly cc.'atribute 
by ail the means which can be suggested 
by the friendship and impartiality whicji 
he feels for all the subjects of his Chris¬ 
tian Majesty. In obedience to the Royal 
orders which I have received, I feel great 
satiTaction in making this deqlaration of 
the sentiments of his Royal Highness, 
which I hope will be agreeable to your 
Excellency. Ma}^ God preserve, &c. 

Conde oe Linharez. 

Reply qf the Junta. 

Most Excellent SenorThis Junta baa 
learned, with the greatest satisfaction, the 
pacific sentiments with which his Royal 
Highness the Princa Regent is impressed^ 
and his anxious d||^ire to contribute, by all 
amicable means, tp the restoration of that 
harmony which has beep unfortunately 
interrupted among those who have the 
honour *to be the subjects of the same 
Monarefi. Had the prejudices of the 
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Spanish Govertinu^tp^rmitted thetncalin-* 
Iv to attend to our rights, and had not the 
former depoliitarietf of the toyaJ authority 
in this part of .America tfeen resolved to 
act contrary to the evidence of facts, by 
disseminating every^ where doubts and 
errors, our Ipyalty would have been rtiuch 
more confirmed, and even the remains of 
civil discord would have disappeared from 
among us.> But, unfortunatnly, guided the 
most' of them, by personal views, they 
introduced the deadly germs of division, 
which, though put down in the greater 
part of this viceroyalty, is still committing 
ravages in the province of Paraguay, and 
• within tb%.walls of Monte Video.—-The 

E ublic papers will have informed your 
ixcellency of the just and undeniable 
ground on which, without prejudice to our 
allegiance to Ferdinand VII, vve have 
founded our right to resume the manage¬ 
ment of our own allairs. A-s to the dissen- 
tioiis more immediately in )iour vicinity, 
it is equally notorious that the object of 
the military expedition 'to Paraguay was 
no other than to place the inhabitants of 
that province, confined to an angle of the 
kingdom, in a situation to delib^erate on 
the means of saving the State from the 
subversion which threatened it. But they 
chose rather to listen to the suggestions 
of ill-designing men, who were interested 
in their errors, than to the wise counsel 
of their brothers. Hence it happened that 
hostilities took place. But the Junta, 
Whose first object was to spare the blood 
of their Countrymen, viewed these dis¬ 
asters vwitli horror, and ordered all hos¬ 
tilities to cease, leaving to time the 
work of undeceiving the Paraguayans.— 
With’regard to the affairs of Monte Vi- 
. deo, 'the Junta of Cadiz were so inconsi¬ 
derate as to place at the head of affairs 
Don F. Xayjer Elio, with the respectable 
title of Viceroy. This audacious man, 
whose instinct for destruction is notorious, 
since his arrival in these parts, has not 
ceased to treat us as rebels—to denounce 
against us the vengeance of the law—to' 
blockade our ports—to make preparations 
to reduce us by foijce; and, in fine, to 
irritate the inhabitants of Ihe Eastern dis¬ 
trict by the sacrifices which he exacts, 
and the miseries to which he reduced 
them.—The inhabitants^being placed in 
this cruel situation, grudence obliged 
them to resort tg violent measures; thejr 
rose in a mass, and demanded assistance 
from this capital. The Junta W’ouid have 
been criminally indifferent to the distresses 


of their neighbours, had they nbt sieirt 
them aid. They therefore, dispatcbetl < 
some troops, who have in part arrested tlie 
current of these misfortunes.—The Junta 
have thought proper to explain to your 
Excellency the motives of their separation 
from Spain, and to give a brief exposition 
of the most recent events. They trust 
that his Royal Highness the Prince Re¬ 
gent will be enabled to judge from this^ 
statement, that neither the ultramarine 
Spaniards, nor Elio, nor his followers the 
Europeans in Monte Video, are entitled in 
any degree to his protection, in prejudice 
to bur ju.st cause.—Upon the whqle, the • 
Junta will never lose sight of the conside- 
ratioiis with which they ought to be im¬ 
pressed as subjects of their king. They 
wish the happy moment to be accelerated, 
when we shall see Ferdinand VII. restored 
to the throne of his ancestors, and when 
all of us, reconciled, shall labour in con¬ 
cert in supportIng''wilho\]t alteration the 
rights of the crown. Doubtless th'c power¬ 
ful influence of the Prince Regent, your 
master, might.^mooth the dilficulties in the 
way of such an event. But considering 
that by the general wish of the people, it 
has ’been thought necessary to convoke 
their Representatives for the purpose of 
discussii}g those difficult questions which 
have been excited by the passing occur¬ 
rences, and for securing the interests of 
the nation, it is the opinion of this Junta, 
that without the consent of that Congress, 
it would be premature to enter into any 
measures of negociation with Spain. The 
same obstacles are not opposed to our re¬ 
conciliation with the city of Mante Video. 
The consanguinity of its inhabitants, the 
vicinity of their territory, and their inti¬ 
mate relations with lhi.s metropolis, all 
concur in exciting a desire for our re¬ 
union. The*Junta will therefore receive 
any propositiop that may be made to them 
through the medium of his Royal High¬ 
ness, but will not compromise the interests 
whi|h have abeen entrusted to them.— God ' 
prewrve, ;&c. 

• Buenos Ayres, May l6, ISl I'. 

To his Excetlemy the iJonde de Linhm'Ot, 

• Buenos Ayres, ^hme 36. 

Qur army at present consists of 22,000 - 
warriors, the flower of the provinces, with¬ 
out including the Indians, who voluntarily 
join the service, and chiefly convey the 
artillery and baggage. They are not all, 
to be sure, armed with muskets, but a con¬ 
siderable part of them are. Our cavalry 
* 

• • * 
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are'proviiled with •very kind of side arms; rank of oflicer, and CTcry •.bostage^ who, 
and are able of themselves to rout those after having given his parole, shall violate 
miserable legions, from whom the eflTorts it, shall, if he be retaken, be considered 
of their chiels have not been able to con- and treated as a soldier with respect to 
ceal-tbe injustice of their cause. pay and rations, and shut up in a citadel, 

~ . T 1 I t t r .j. fort, or castlte.—Prisoners of war having 

Circular qf the Junta to the Cabildos qf the hostage, who shall 

United Provinces. enjoy the favour granted by the first 

Nothing is more important to the great article of the present deci^pe, shall be kept 
jects which this Junta promotes, than to in the depots, and shall not travel but, 
e the moment arrive when the provinces under the escort of the armetl force. If 


.objects which this Junta promotes, than to 
see the moment arrive when the provinces 
shall be represented in a Congress which, 
shall commence<‘its weighty deliberatfons. 
And, as notwithstanding the repeated invi¬ 
tations,^ which have been issued for the 
purpose of hastening the arrival of a day 
which will be the most remarkable in the 
future annals of America, a number of the 
deputies of which that august assembly is 
to be composed have not yet arrived, the 
Junta, therefore, on account of its pressing 
importance to the State, have resolved that 
the National Congress shall commence its 
sittings dbout the end of November in the 
present year. In consequence, the Go¬ 
vernment requires you to accelerate the 
mission of your representatives, and that 
one at least be elected for each of the 
cities in your districts; with this under¬ 
standing, that should unforeseen dilficul- 
ties prevent you from carrying the mea¬ 
sure into effect within the time prefixed, 
supplementary Deputies will be appointed, 
till they arrive who are legitimately in¬ 
vested with powers from their constituents. 
—This Resolution is cbmmunicated to 
you, that you may with zeal and love for 
the cause of your country, take all neces¬ 
sary measures for hastening the assen;- 
blage of the said Representatives in this 
city. 

Buenos Ai/res, June 26, ISl 1. 


under the escort of the armed force. If 
they escape on the road, or from a depot, 
and be retaken, they shall be confined in 
a citadel, fort, or castle.—Prisoners of war 
who have not the rank of officers, and who 
escape either on the road, or from a depot, 
from the battalion of the establishment, or 
from the houses of private persons, where 
they may have been placed, shall, in case 
they are retaken, be confined in a citadel, 
fort, or castle. 

• ' »" 

France. —Address to the Emperor from La 
Lippe andfrorp the Ionian Isles, together 
with his Imperial Majesty’s Answers— 
Paris, ] 9th Aug. 1811. 

Yesterday, and Sunday the 18th, before 
Mass, the Emperor, surrounded by the 
Princes, grand Dignitaries, the Ministers, 
Ihe grand Eagles of the Legion of Honour, 
&c. received in the Hall of the Throne a 
deputation from the department of La 
Lippe, and another from the Ionian Isles. 
The Due de Looz, President of the depu¬ 
tation from La Lippe, presented the fol¬ 
lowing address ; 

Sirs ; The deputies of the depar/^ment of 
La Lippe, authorised by the clemency of 
your Imperial Majesty to deposit at the 
foot of your throne the most respectful ex¬ 
pressions of the submission and gratitude 


- of a people newly united to your Empire, 

TnAucE.-Dccrec relative to Prisoners qf amidst the imposing spectacle of the gran- 
War. Aag. 5 , 1611 . deur and of the power of the first Mo- 


' * narch of the universe, feel themselves en« 

Prisoners of war, having the rank of couraged by the thought that they speak 
officers, as well as hostages^shall enjoy In the name of the descendants of those 
the favour of proceeding freely and ilrith- ancient Germans, whose valour longba- 
out escort to the place assigned *for then)v lanced the fortune of the Roman eagles, 
and to reside there, without being detain- and who have been qjiways remarked for 


cd, after their having given their parole, the uprightness and loyalty of their cha- 
not to depart from the road marked out for racter, and for a steady attachment to their 
them, tior from the place oli their rest- sovereigns and their laws, 
dence.—EvAy prisoner of war having*the (To^ continued.) 


fuMtehed by R* BAGSHAW, Brydyes-Street, Covent- GanfenSold alio by'j.BUDD, Pall-ldall, 
umimbr T( a HtsurS, rcMrboiM|h.Ceun, naet4ti«et. 





COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 

VoL. XX. No. 11.] LONDON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER u, 1811. [Price Is. 


3«13 --.-^--- 

‘ TO THE PRINCE REGENT: 

PnVhe Dispute with America. 

Letter HI. 

Sin, 

Before I enter upon the affair of the 
American Frigate and the Little Belt, per¬ 
mit md to call your Royal Highness’s at¬ 
tention, for a moment, to the servility of 
the English press, and to offer you some 
remarks thereon. 

Towards the end of last week a Council 
having been held, and an Order relative 
to American commerce having been 
agreed upon, it was, by these who merely 
knew that some ordhr of this kind was 
about to come forth, taken for granted, 
that it contained a prohibition against 
future imports from the American States 
into this country, by way of retaliation 
for the American non-importation act. 
There needed no more. The busy slkves 
of the press, who endeavour even to anti- 
cipate the acts of government, be they 
what they may, with their approbation, 
lost not a moment. This " measure of 
“ retaliation^” as they called it, was then 
an instance of perfect wisdom in your 
Roy«l nrghness’s ministers: it was a mea¬ 
sure become absolutely necessary to our 
safety as well as our honour ; and, indeed, 
if it had not been adopted, we are told, 
that the ministers would have been highly 
criminal. Alas! It was all a mistake: 
there tyas no such measure adopted : and, 
oh! most scandalous to relate ! These 
same writers discovered, all in a moment, 
that it would have been premature to adopt 
such a measure at present! 

I have mentioned this fact with a view 
tiF putting your Royal Highness upon 
your guard against the parasites of the 
press, who (though Jt may" be a bold as¬ 
sertion to make) are the worst of para-, 
rites, even in Eng[^nd. '' Hang them 
*' scurvy jades^ they would have done no 
" less if Csesar had murdered their ino- 
“ thers,” said Casca of the strumpets of 
Rome, who afl^cted to weep, when Cmsar 
fainted, and wbo shouted when he came 


—^-— [saa 

j to again. And, be your Royal Highness 
well assured, that these same writers would 
have applauded your ministers, if, instead 
of an Order in Council to prohibit the im¬ 
portation of American produce, they had 
issued an order to strip the skin over the 
ears of the Roman Catholics, or to do any 
other thing, however tyrannic?!, howewr 
monstrous, it might have been. 

Suffer yourself not, then. Sir, to be per¬ 
suaded to act, in any case, from what is 
presented to yoii in the writings of these 
parasites. Reflect, Sir, upon the past. 
During the whole of the last twenty 
years, these same writers have praised all 
the measures of the government. All 
these measures were, according to them, 
the fruit, of consummate wisdom. Yet, 
these measures have, at last, produefed a 
state of things exactly the contrary of 
what was wished for and expected. All 
the measures which ha,ve led toithe vic¬ 
tories and conquests of France, that have 
led to her exaltation, that have produced 
al] that vie now behold in our own situa¬ 
tion, the paper-money not es^cepted ; all 
these measures have received, in their 
turn, the unqualified approbation of the 
parasites of the press. To know and bear 
in mind this fact, will be, 1 am certain, 
sufficient to guard your Royal Highness 
against forming your opinion of measures 
from what may be said of them by this 
tribe of time-serving w-riters, who have 
been one of the principal causes of that 
state of things in Europe, which is, even 
with themselves, the burden of incessant 
and unavailing lamentation. Buonaparte! 
“ The Corsican Tyrant” ! The " towering 
^ “ despert,” Buonaparte! Alas! Sir, the 
* fault, is none of his, and all the abuse be¬ 
stowed upon him should go in another di- 
rect'ron. The fault is in those, who con¬ 
trived and whoencouraged the war against 
the Republicans of France; and, amongst 
, them, there are in all the world none to 
equal the parasites of live English press. 

In returning, now, to the affair of the 
Americani’rigate and the Little Belt, the 
first thing would be to ascertain, which 
vessel hred the first shot. The Commanders 
M‘ 
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on both sides deny.having fired first; 
and, if their words are thus at variance, the 
decisions of Courts.of Inquiry will do little 
in the way of settling the point. This 
fact, therefore, appears to me not capable 
of being decided. There is no court 
wherein to try it. We do not acknow¬ 
ledge a court in America, and the Ameri¬ 
cans do not acknowledge a court here. 
Each government believes its ow'ii ofliccr, 
or its own courts of inquiry ; and, if the 
belief of tile American government is op¬ 
posed to what ours believe, there is no de¬ 
cision but iiy an appeal to arms. But, 
tl].ci e is a much better way of settling the 
mailer; aiiiJ that is to say no more about it, 
wliicli may be done without any stain upon 
the honour of either party. And this is i he 
more desirable, if the supposed attack 
upon the Little Btdt can possibly be made, 
in some general settlement of disputes, to 
form a sett-olI' against the affair of the 
Chesapeake. > • 

L 

Yet, may it plca.se your Royal High¬ 
ness, there is a view of this matter which 
it is- very necessary for you to take, and 
which will never be taken by any of the 
political parasites in this country. Wfc 
arc accyistomed to speak of this supposed 
attack upon the Liitle Belt, as if it had 
taken place out at sea, and as if there'had 
been no alledged prococation ever given to 
the American ships of war. But, Sir, t'tie 
Americans alledge, that the Little Belt 
was found in their waters; that she w'as 
one of a squadron that formed a sort of 
blockade of their coast; that this squadron 
stopped, rummaged, and insulted their 
merchantmen; and, that in many cases, 
it seized and carried away their own peo¬ 
ple out of their own ships within sight of 
their own shores. The Wety for us to 
judge of the feelings that such alls were 
calculated to inspire in the bosoms of the 
Americans, is, to make the cas'e our own 
'for a moment;'to suppose an American 
squadron off'our coa.si, stopping, r^ummag- 
ing and insulting our colliers, and, irf 
many cases, taking away their saifors to 
serve them ; to be exposed to the loss of 
life in that service; and, at the very least, 
to be taken from their calling and their 
families and friends. *' 

Your Royal Highness would, I trust, 
risk ev.en your life rgiher than sulFer this 
with impunity; and you woul^l, lam sure, 
look upon your people as unworthy of 
existence, if they were not ready to bleed 


in such a cause. Your Royal Highness 
sees, I am folly persuaded, but one side pf 
the question, with regard to America. 
The venal prints present you with publi¬ 
cations made by the enemies of the men at 
present in power in America; that is to 
say, by> the opposition t)f that country. 
But, the fact is, that all parties agree in 
their complaints against opr seizure of their 
seamen, with instances of which their 
public prints abound. This is a thing so 
completely without a parallel, that one 
can hardly bring oneself to look upon it 
as a reality. For an American vessel to 
meet a packet between Cork and Bristol 
and take out some of her sailors and carry 
them away to the East or West Indies to 
die or be killed, is something so monstrous 
that one cannot bring ourselito feel as ifit 
were real. Yet, this is no more than what' 
the Americans complain of; ami, if there 
be good ground, or only slight ground; if 
lliere be any ground at alH for such com¬ 
plaint, the aff'air between the American 
Frigate and the Little Belt is by no means 
a matter to be wondered at. I beg your 
Royal Highness to consider how many fa¬ 
milies in the American States have been 
made unhappy by the impressment of 
American seamen; how many parents 
hav«! been thus deprived of their sons, 
wives of their husbands, and children of 
fheir fathers; and, when you have so 
considered, you will not, I arn sure, be sur¬ 
prized at the exultation that appears to 
have been felt in America at the result of 
the aff'air with the Little Belt. 

As a specimen of the complaints o'f in- 
(lividuals upon tliis score, I here insert a 
letter from an unfortunate impressed Ame¬ 
rican, which loUcr I take from the New 
York Public Advertiser of the 31st of July, 

-“ Port Royal, Jamaica, 31) June, 1811. 

" —Mr. Snowden, I hope you will be so 
“ good as to publish these few lines.—I, 
" Edwin Buuldin, was impressed out of the 
“ barque Columbus, of Elizabeth City, 
" Captain Traftor, and carried on board 
his Britannic majesty’s brig Rhodian, in 
“ Montego Bay, commanded by capt, 
“ Mobary—'He told me my protection 
“ was of no consequence, he would have 
“ me whether or not. I was born in Bal- 
timore and served my time with Messrs. 
" Smith and Buch&nan. I hope my 
" friends will do soin'ethinjr for me to get 
« my clearance, for I do nut'^like to serve 
•• any other country but my own, which I 
" am willing to serve. I am now captain 
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of the forecastle and stationed captain of 
“ a.gun in the waist.—I am treated very 
*' ill because I will not enter.—They re- 
« qhest of me to go on board niy coun- 
" try’s ships to list men, which I refused 
" to do, and was threatened to be punished 

“ for it.’-r renlain a true citizen of the 

“ Unitecl States of America, Edwin Boul- 

DIN.”- T^'S* may it please your Royal 

Highngss, is merely a specimen. The 
public prints in America abound with do* 
cuments of a similar description ; and thus 
the resentment of the whole nation is kept 
alive, and wound up to a pilch hardly to 
be described. 

a 

Astonishment is expressed, by some 
persons, in this country, that the Ameri¬ 
cans appear to like the Emperor Napo¬ 
leon better than our government; but, if 
it be considered, that the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon does not give rise to complaints 
such as those just quoted, this astonish¬ 
ment will cease. Men dislike those who 
do them injury, and they dislike those 
most who do them most injury. In 
settling the point, which is most the friend 
of real freedom, Napoleon or our Govern¬ 
ment, there might, however, be some dif¬ 
ference of opinion in America, where the 
people are free to speak and write as (veil 
as to think, and where there are no persons 
whose trade it is to publish falshoods. 
But, whatever error any persons might be 
led into upon this subject, the consequence 
to us would'be trifling, were it not for the 
real solid grounds'of complaint that are in¬ 
cessantly* staring the American people in 
the face. There may be a very harsh 
despo’ism in France for any thing that 
they know to the contrary ; though they 
are not a people to be carried away by 
mere names. They are a people likely to 
sit down coolly and compare the present 
stats of France with its state under the 
Bourbons ; likely to compare the present 
situation of the great mass of the people 
with their former situation; and extremelv 
likely not to think any the worse of Na¬ 
poleon for his having sprung from parents 
as humble as t^iose of their .Tefferson or 
Madisoh. But, if they should make up 
their minds to a settled conviction of there 
being a military despotism in France, 
they will, though thejr regret its existence, 
dislike it less than^ they will any other 
system, froty ythich they receive more an¬ 
noyance ; and in this they do no more 
than follow the dictates of human nature, 
which, in spite of all the wishes of man, 
will still continue the same. 


The disposition o£ the American people 
towards England and towards FVance is a 
matter of ihe greatest importance, and , 
should, therefore, be rightly understood 
by your Royal Highness, who has it in 
your power to restore between America 
and England that harmony, which has so 
long been disturbed, and which is so ne- 
ce.ssary to save the remains of freedom in 
the world, I here present to you, Sir, 
some remarks of a recent date (25 July,) 
published in an American print, called 
the " Baltimoke America.” You vvill 
seife. Sir, that the writer deprecates a war 
with England ; he does not deceive hiip’ 
self or his readers as to its dangers ; he 
makes a just e.stimate of the relative means 
of the two nations; and, I think your 
Royal Highness will allow, that he is not 
ignorant of the real situation qf England,, ■ 
1 cannot help being earnc^st in my wishes 
that your Royal Highness would be pleas¬ 
ed to bestow «ome attention upon these 
remarks. They are, as a conlposition,not 
unworthy of the honour; but, what ren¬ 
ders them valuable is, that they do really 
express the sentiments of all the mode/ato 
part of the people in America ; they ex- 
(iress the sentiments which predominate 
in the community, and upon which your 
Royal Highness may be assured the Ame¬ 
rican goyernment will act: 

God forbid that we should have war 
“ with England, or any other nation, if 
“ »ve can avoid it. For I am not of the 
“ temper of that furious federalist, who 
" would have unfurled the American co- 
" lours long ago against a less offender. 
“ I had rather see her starry flag floating 
" in the serenity of a calm atmosphere 
" than agitated and obscured in the clouds, 
“ the smoke’and flashes of war. But if 
“ Britaih’s unchangeable jealousj'- of the 
“ prosperity of others, her obdurate pride 
*' and enmity to us, should proceed upon 
pretence of retaliating upon what she 
“ has forced, to more violent and avowed 
attgeks, I tru.st that your older and 
“ younger Americans will meet her with 
“ equal spirit, and give her blow for blow. 
“ I have never expected her to abstain 
■' from injury while our merchants had a 
“ ship or our country a seaman upon the 
" ocean, by any sense ofjustice—bui have 
'• trusted only to the adverse cirqum- 
*' stances of her state, to restrain l^r vio* 
lence ani^ continue our peace. Heaven 
“ grant that it may be preserved, and if 
“ possible without the distress of her owO 

• 


>. • 
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" partly ranocfint paople. But if h«r 
“ crimes will not allow it; if urged by 
•• the malignant passions she has long in- 
" dulged, and now heightened by revenge, 

" she throws off all restraint, and loosens 
*' war in all its rage upon us, then, as she 
'* has shed blood like water, give her blood 
" to drink in righteous judgment.—I know 
“ too well, that we must suffer with her. 

“ Dreadful necessity only justifies the 
*' contest. J call you not, young Ameri- 
" cans, to false glory, to spoil and triumph. 

'* You must lay dowft your lives, endure 
" defeat, loss and captivity, as the varying 
“ fate of war ordains. But this must not 
" appal you. Prepare for it, with unsub- 
*' milting spirit, renew the combat, till 
*' your great enemy, like the whale of the 
'* deep, weakened with many wounds, 

“ yields himself up a prey to smaller foes 
“ on his own element. This, by the order 
“ of Providence, has been the case before. 
" When they possessed the* sea in full se- 
“ curity, our sailors issued out in a few 
“ small barks, mounted with the pieces 
“ dyg from the rubbish of years, and 
scanty stores of ammunition, seized their 
*' trade, and baflled their power. Fronf\ 

“ such beginnings grew a numerous ship- 
" ping, '^that fearlessly braved them on 
“ their own coasts, and on every s^ea; 

“ that brought plenty into the land, and 
“ at once armed and enriched it. What 
“ shall prevent this again ? Have our ene- 
" mies grown stronger, or we become 
“weaker.!' Or has Heaven dropped its 
“ sceptre, and rules no more by justice 
“ and mercy? We are now three times as 
“ many as in 1775, when we engaged 
“ them before. Our territory is greatly 
“ enlarged, and teems with new and useful 
products. Cotton, formerly, known only 
“ to the domestic uses of a par^ of the 
“ people in two or three States, is now in 
“ BUificiency to supply clothing to all 
*• America, and from its lightness can be 
“ easily conveyed by land to every quarter. 
« Wool, flax: and hemp are furnished ii^, 
** increasing quantities every day.-..Ma- 
** chines for every work, manufactories for 
“ every useful article, are invented and es- 
“ tablishhig continually. Large supplies 
*' of salt, sugar and spirits are provided for 
*' in the western .countries, and can never t 
“ be wanting on the sea coast. Lead, 
“‘iron, powder and arms we have in abun- 
“ dance—parks of Artillery for the field 
“ and fortificationB>-magaziiK-s and arse- 
nals ready fonned and increasing—a 
*' sufficient force of discifilined troops and 

.* t » I 


instructed officers to become the basis of 
“ larger armies—a number of ships 'of war, 
“ with men and officers trained and pre- 
“ pared for' naval enterprize—a people 
“ ready in the spirit of independence, to 
“ rush against the enemy^that wrongs and 
“ challenges them—a governmentformed, 
“ established, operating all round, with 
“ every material for intelligence, direc- 
“ tioii and power—revenues, credit; confi- 
“ deuce—good will at home and abroad->A 
“ justice and necessity obliging, and 
“ Heaven, I hope, approving.—It is a 
“ common opinion that our enemies are 
“ stronger; but this appears an illn^on, 
“ from the fleets of other nations having 
“ been vanquished one by one, and left 
“ the ocean. Her strength has not in- 
“ creased in proportion. She indeed pos- 
“ sesses a thousand ships of war, but no 
“ increase of people. Her commerce is 
" distressed, her manufaciutes pining, her 
“ finances sinking under irrecoverable 
"debts; her gold and silver gone, her 
" paper depreciating; her credit failing— 
“ depending upon other countries for 
“ food, for materials of manufacture, for 
“ supplies for her navy; her wants in- 
creasing ; her means lessening. Every 
“ island and port she takes demands more 
“ from her, divides her force, increases 
“ her expence, adds to her cares, and mul- 
“ tiplies her dangers. Her government is 
“ embarraBsed, her people distracted, her 
“ seamen unhappy and ready to leave her 
“ every moment. The Arae'rican com- 
“ merce has been a staff of support, but 
“ will now become a sword to wcund 
V her.—Instead of supplying, we shall 
“ take her colonies. Her West India pos- 
“ sessions will be able to contribute no- 
“ thing; their labour’s turned to raise 
“ bread. Their trade stopped as it passes 
“ our coast; obliged to make a further 
“ division of her forces, her European ene- 
“ mies will seize the opportunity to break 
" upon her there. Ireland is in a ferment 
“ and must be watched. The East Indies 
“ bode a hurricane. She is exposed to in- 
“ jury in a thousand places, and has no 
“ strength equal to the rextension. She 
may inflict some wounds oii us, but they 
" cannot go deep; while every blow she 
“ receives in such a crisis may go to her 
“ vitals. She will encounter us in despair; 
“ we shall meet her wjth hope and 
“ alacrity.-The first occasion that has 
“ presented, proved this fact; though (he 
“ sottishneks of her Federal Republican 
“ attempted to prevent the volunteer ef* 
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" fering of our sfaipen to Decatur, as a 

proof of our inability to procure men.-^ 
*' tiad we impressed, a9 England does 111 

her crews, what would it have proved 
*' by the same logic ? 

An Old American.” 

• 

Such, Sir, are the sentiments of the peo¬ 
ple of Amencar Great pains are taken by 
our vtSnal writers to cause it to be believ* 
*ed, that the people are divided, and that 
Mr. Madison is in great disrepute. This, 
as I had the honour to observe to you be¬ 
fore, is no more than a continuation of the 
series of deceptions practised upon this 
nation fur the last twenty years with such 
complete and such fatal success. If, in¬ 
deed, the Americans were to say as much 
of Ireland, there might be some justifica¬ 
tion for the assertion; but, there is no fact 
to justify the assertion as applied to Ame¬ 
rica, in the whole extent of,which we 
hear not of a single instance of any person 
acting in defiance of the law : no procla¬ 
mations to prevent the people from meet¬ 
ing; no calling out of troops to disperse 
the people; no barracks built in any part 
of-the country; no force to protect the 
government but simply that of the law, 
and none to defend the country but a po¬ 
pulation of proprietors voluntarily bearing 
arms. There can be no division in Ame¬ 
rica for any length of time ; for, the mo¬ 
ment there is a serious division, the govern¬ 
ment must ^ive way: those who rule, rule 
solely by the will of the people: they 
have no, power which they do not derive 
immediately from that source; and,there- 
fure, when the government of thatcountny' 
declares against us, the people declare 
against us in the same voice. 

The infinite pains which have been 
taken^in this country, to create a belief, 
that the American President has been 
rendered unpopular by the publications of 
Mr. Smith, whom be had displaced, can 
hardly have failed to produce some effect 
upon the mind of your Royal Highness, 
especially as it is to be presumed, that the 
same movers have been at work in all the 
ways at their command. 1 subjoin, for 
the perusal of your Royal Highness, an 
address to this Mr. Smith; and, from it,» 
ypu will perceive, ^hat, by some of his 
countrymen least, he is held in that 
contempt, •which his meanness and his 
impotent malice so richly merit. And, 
Sir, 1 am persuaded, that bis *|perfi^y will 
flBcei with commendatiou in no < )untry 
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upon earth but this, Ohfl in* nn*/ 
amongst those, who have always been 
ready to receive with open arms, any one 
guilty of ^reason against his cmaitTy, be his 
character or conduct, in other respects, 
what it might. This person appears to 
have received no injury but what arose 
from the loss of a place which he was 
found unfit to fill, and from which he 
seems to have been removed in the geptlest 
possible manner. Yet, in revenge for thisf 
he assaults the character of tlie President, 
he discloses every thing upon which he 
can force a misconstruction; and, after 
all, after having said all he i| able to«ay 
of the conduct of the President, whose 
confidence he seetns to have possessed for 
nearly eight years, be brings forth nothing 
worthy of blame, except it be the indis¬ 
cretion in reposing that very confidence. 
The publication of Mr. Smith is calculated 
to raise Mr. Madison and the American 
government ih the iyes of the world; for, 
how pure, how free from alPfauIt must the 
government be, if a Secretary of State, 
who thus, throws open an eight years’his¬ 
tory of the cabinet, can tell nothing more 
jthan this roan, animated by malice ex¬ 
ceeding that of a cast-off coquet, has been 
able to tell 1 • 

• 

The praises, which have, in our public 
points, been bestowed upon the attempted 
mischief of this Mr. Smith, are by no 
means calculated to promote harmony 
with America, where both the govern¬ 
ment and the people will judge of otir 
wishes by these praises. This man is noto¬ 
riously the enemy of the American go¬ 
vernment, and, therefore, he is praised here. 
This is not the way to prove to the Ame¬ 
rican gover/iment, that we are its friends, 
and thqt it does wrong to prefer Napoleon 
to us. That we ought to prefer the safety 
and hunuur of England to all other things 
is certain ; and, if the American govern¬ 
ment aimed any blow at these, it would 
become our duty to destroy that govern¬ 
ment if we could. But, Sir, 1 suspect, that 
there are some persons in this country, who 
hate the American government because it 
suffers America to be the habitation of 
freedom. For this cause, I am satisfied, 
they would gladly, if t^ey could, amiihU , 
late both government and people; and, 
in my mind there is not the smallest doubt, 
that they hate Napdleon beyond all des¬ 
cription less than they hate Mr. Jefi^rsop 
or Mr. Madison. This description of 
persoM are hostile tt* e^stepcf of 


» • 
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liberty any where, and that, loo, for 
reasons which every one clearly un¬ 
derstands. While any part of the dearth 
remains untrodden by slaves, they are not 
at heart’s ease. They hate the Emperor 
Napoleon because they /ear him; but, 
they hate him still more because they see 
in his conquests a tendency to a re¬ 
forming result. They are the mortal 
enctfiies of freedom, in whatever part of 
the globe she may unfurl her banners. 
No matter what the people are who shout 
for freedom; no matter of what nation 
or climate ; no matter what language they 
$j)#ab ; and? on the other hand, the enemy 
of freedom is invariably, by these persons, 

- hailed as a friend. Such persons are na¬ 
turally averse from any measures that tend 
to restore harmony between this country 
and America, which they look upon as 
a rebel against their principles. What 
such persons would wjsh, is^ that America 
should exclude not only from her ships, 
hut also from her soil, all British subjects 
without distinction. This would exactly 
suitiftheir tyrannical wishes. Ttiis would 
answer one of their great purposes. But, 
this they never will see. No governmentu 
in America would dare to attempt it. The 
verj’ pro*position would, as it ought to do, 
bring universal execration down upon'the 
head of the proposer. 

#• 

The charge against the Americans of 
entertaining a partiality for the Emperor of 
France is one well worthy of atten¬ 
tion ; because, if it were true, it would 
naturklly have mucli weight with your 
Royal Highness. But, from the Address 
to Mr. timith, which I subjoin, you will 
perceive, that the same men in America, 
who cohiplain the most loudl}'^ of Great 
Britain, condemn, in unqualraed terms, 
the system of government existing in 
France. And, which is of much more in 
terest, Mr. Jefferson himself (supposed 
to be the great founder and encourager of 
the partiality for France) expresses thet 
same sentiments, as appears from a fetter 
of his, which I also subjoin. 

With these papers before you, Sir, it will, 
I think, be impossible for you to'form a 
wrorig judgment's to the real sentiments 
of the American government and people; 
and, I am persuaded ^ihat you will per¬ 
ceive,’that every measure, tending to 
widen the breach between tK^ two coun¬ 
tries, can answer no purpose but that of 
favoring the. views of France. E«en the 

. * • 
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Order in Council, issued on the 7th instant, _ 
will, I fear, have this tendency, while it 
cannot possibly do ourselves any good. 
The impossibility of supplying the West 
India Islands with lumber and provisions 
from our .own North American Provinces 
is notorious. The Order, therefore, will 
merely impose a tax upon the consumer, 
without shifting, in any defgrefe worth no¬ 
tice, the source of the supply. Alid, in¬ 
deed, the measure will serve to shew what 
we would do if we could. 

There is one point, relative to the in¬ 
tercourse between America and England, 
of w hich I am the more desirous to speak, 
because I have heretofore myself enter¬ 
tained and promulgated erroneous ntilion.s 
respecting it; 1 allude, to the necessity of 
the former being supplied with woollens 
by the latter. Whence this error arose, 
bow it Iras been removed from my 
mind, and what is the real state of the 
fact, your Royal Highness will gather 
from the Preface (hereunto subjoined) to 
an American work on Sheep and Wool, 
which I, some time ago, republished, as the 
most likely means of effectually eradic'at- 
ing an error which I bad contributed to 
renter popular, and the duration of which 
might have been injurious to the country. 
This work, if I could hope that your 
Roval Highness would condescend to pe¬ 
ruse it, would leave no doubt in your 
mind, that America no longer stands in 
absolute need of English wool or woollens; 
that, if another pound of wool, in any 
form, were never to be imported by Tier, 
it would be greatly to her advantage; 
and, in short, that it comports with the 
plans of her most enlightened statesmen 
not less than with her intere.sts and the in¬ 
terests of humanity, that she should no 
longer be an importer of this formerly 
necessary of life. This, Sir, is not one of 
the most trifling of the many recent revo¬ 
lutions in the affairs of the world ; and, it 
is one, which, though wholly overlooked 
by such statesmen as Lord Sheffield, is 
well worthy of the serious consideration 
of your Royal Highness. • 

There is no way, in which America is 
now dependent upon us, or upon any 
other country. She has every thing with¬ 
in herself that she ne«l to have. Her soil 
produces alT sorts of corn in* abundance, 
and, of some sorts, tw) crops in the year 
upon the same ground. Wool and flax 
she produces with as much facility aa we 



333] SEPTEMBER 14, m\.—Talatera'sWars. [W4 


do. She supplies us with cotton. She 
has wine of her own production ; and, it 
will not be long, before she will have the 
oil of the olive. To attempt to bind such 
a country in the degrading bonds of the 
custom>house is i^Uy, and almost an out¬ 
rage up«n nature. In looking round the 
world; in viewing its slavish slate; in 
looking at tl?e miserable victims of Euro- 
Ijean dppression, who does not excldim: 

" Thank God, she cannot so be bound !” 
A policy, on our part, that would have 
prolonged her dependence would have 
been, doubtless, more agreeable to her 
people, who, like all other people, love 
their ease, and prefer the comfort of the 
present day to the happiness of posterity. 
We might easily have caused America to 
be more commercial; but, of this our po¬ 
licy was afraid ; and our jealousy has ren¬ 
dered her an infinite service. By those 
measures of ours, which produced the for¬ 
mer non-importation act, we taught her to 
have recourse to her own soil and her own 
hands lor the supplying of her own wants; 
and then, as now, we favoured the policy 
of Mr. Jelierson, whose views have been 
adopted and adhered to by bis successor 
in the Presidential chair. 

The relative situation of the two coun¬ 
tries is now wholly changed. America no 
longer stands in absolute need of our manu¬ 
factures. We are become a debtor rather 
than a creditor with her; and, if the pre¬ 
sent non-importation act continue in force 
another year, the ties of commerce will be 
so Completely cut asunder as never more 
to have much effect. In any case they 
never can be any thing re.sembling what 
they formerly were ; and, if we are wise, 
our views and measures Will change with 
the change in the staie of things. We 
shall endeavour, by all honourable means, 
to keep well with America, and to attach 
her to us by new ties, the ties of common 
interest and unclashing pursuits. We shall 
anticipate those events which nature points 
out; the absolute independence of Mexi¬ 
co, and, perhaps, of most of the West In¬ 
dia Islands. We shall there invite her 
population to hoist the banners of free¬ 
dom; and, by that means', form a coun¬ 
terpoise to the. power of the Emperor oS 
France. This, at w^tich I take but a mere 
glance, woult^ be a«work worthy of your 
Royal Highness, and would render your 
name great while you live, and dear to 
after ages. The times demand a great 

Alr.CCiAtvtn) TcInnrI 


cut off, as she will be, from all the w«»ld, 
cannot, I am persuaded, retain her inde¬ 
pendence, unless she now exert her ener¬ 
gies in something other than expeditions' 
to the continent of Europe, wliere everjr 
creature seems to be arrayed in hostility 
against her. The mere coionial system is 
no longer suited to her state nor to the state 
of Europe. A system that would combine 
the powers of England with those of Ame¬ 
rica, and that would thus set liberty,to 
wage war with despotism, dropping the 
Custom House and sM its pitiful regul»> 
tions as out of date, would give new life 
to an enslaved world, and wguld ensure 
the independence of England for a lime 
beyond calculation. But, Sir, even to de¬ 
liberate upon a system of policy like this, 
requires no common portion of energy. 
I'here are sudnstubborn prejudices and 
more stubborn private interests to encoun¬ 
ter and overcome, that 1 should despair of 
success w'ithdut a previous and radical 
change of system at home ; ’ but, satisfied 
I am, that, to produce that change, which 
woul.d infallibly be the ground work of 
all the rest, there needs nothing bur the 
determination, hrmly adhered to, of your 
koyal Highness. 

(• 

To tell your Royal Highness what I 
expect to sec take place would be useless: 
whether we are to hail a change of tystem, 
or are to lose all hope of it, cannot be 
long in ascertaining. If the former, a 
short delay will be .amply compensated 
by the event; and, if the.-latter, the fact 
will always be ascertained too soon. 

I am, &c. &c. 

W**. COBBETT. 

Stale l^inon, Newgate, 

Thursday, V2th September, 1811. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Talaveba’s Wabs.- The wars of Ta- 

lavera, seem to travel at a slower and still 
slower ■pace towards that deliverance? of 
Europe, which Mr. Perceval seemed, in 
May last, so confiden’ly to anticipate. An 
ellbrt has been made by the hireling 
writers to keep up the delusion of their 
dupes, l)y telling them, that the Vi.^count 
was going soon to do something ; that he had 
a vast plan in his eye*; that, it v/as sus- 
ecled, that he was going to take Rodrigo 
y a siege, and Sa^manca by a coup-tte- 
main ! Ncaw, however, these stories have 
died away, and the Viscount, who regti- 
lariu n rnliimn or two of evuv hir 
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Jiog printt seems fast srnking out of sight. 
The Omtt has completely eclipsed 
him: the Lottery people have dropped 
the latter and taken op the former as a 

catch*word to their puft’s .- But, though 

the noble Viscount and his forces make 
less noise in the hired news-papers than 
formerly, they are, we may be assured, 
not less effiaient upon the list: it does 
not .require less expence, less taxation 
upon us, to keep them on foot, than it did 
many months ago. The people of Eng¬ 
land sweat for the -rtar in the Peninsula, 
whatever may be the pace at which that 

wa(^ advances.-The French are said to 

be sending forward reinforcements. To 
any extent 1 do not believe this to be 
true; and the reason why 1 do not be¬ 
lieve it is, that recent events have shown 
that they have quite enough force already 
to keep the Lord Marshal Conde de Vi- 
miera from advancingi and even to push 
him back when necessary, hnd that it is 
manifestly th'e most foolish thing that 
Napoleon can do to put an end to the 
wars of Talavera, which cost u^so njany 
thousands of men and so many millions of 
money every year; and which, though^ 
we have had many drains in our time, is 
the greatest that the country ever expe¬ 
rienced. It must he the object of Napo¬ 
leon to exhaust England; to impoverish 
her; to cause as many of her able men 
as possible to be killed ; to cause the peo¬ 
ple to be weighed downi by tax upon tax ; 
to cause the paper-money to increase 
faster than in its natural progress,* and, to 
secure all this, what can equal the war in 

the Peninsula ?-Wc have never seen 

Napoleon indulge his passions at the ex- 
pence of his interests. We have often 
seen him patiently suffering^ what our 
empty politicians, our miserable, petty, 
petulant crew of politicians called disgrace, 
in order to be able to strike, at Jast, the 
heavy, the sure, the home, the mortal 
blow. This we have seen in many in- 
stan'ces; and, therefore, I see iio^reason 
why we should not conclude, that, the 
prolonging of the war in the Peninsula, 
which is so clearly pointed out by bis in¬ 
terest, does not make a part of his settled 
plan. For my own pan, at any/ale, I 
must do in this es in ail similar cases; 
namely, judge of another’s wishes by 
what would be my own ; and, if I were 
in the place of Napoleon, especially if my 
ultimate object were to invade and subdue 
England or Ireland, I should deem it a 
great misfortune to see an end put to Ta- 
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lavera’s wars. I should say to myself.* 
" there is a country that I want to invade 
" and subdue, but it is strong and rich; 1 
" must first exhaust it: !• must drain 
<f away its men and money: yet, how am 
“ I to do this, for I cannot get at any of 
" its territories, and cannot meet ifs fleets 
" upon the sea ? If I could get my mighty 
“armies to bear upon this^ country, 1 
" could soon overwhelm it.” How 
should 1 bless my stars, if, in. the midst 
of this difficulty,^! was told of a scheme 
for drawing the men out of this country 
that 1 could not. get at, to fight my ar¬ 
mies in a third country, to which 1 had 
access by land! And, should I not be a 
most stupid politician, if I did not take 
care to feed and nurse such a war, until 
my enemy should be completely ex¬ 
hausted ; until all his ablest men bad been 
killed, and a great part of his wealth ex¬ 
pended in .a way never to .return to him 

again ?-These are iriy reasons for not 

believing that any very great reinforc- 
ments have been seift into Spain by Na¬ 
poleon. An attack will, 1 dare say, be 
made upon the Lord Marshal long before 
the end of the year; the French may, 
perhap.s, force him to retreat again to the 
lines of Torres Vedras, after having de¬ 
stroyed many thousands of his men -..nd 
caused a monstrous expenditure on our 
part. This is possible, and, if possible, it 
will be done; but, if they drive our army 
back to their old lodgings, there they will 
leave them for a whilej nay, they will 
invite them out again, as Massena did 
before; and thus they will keep up ■the 
w.ar, as long it suits their purpose. This 
they will do, if they can ; and, yet, there 
are men, or, rather, two-legged brutes, in 
England, to rejoice at what they deem the 
inability of the French to drive our army 

out of Portugal!-More of this in my 

next. 

W". COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgale, Friday, 

September 13, 1811. 


AMERICA. 

An Address to Robert SiuiTh, late Secretary 
of Stale to the President, on his publtca- 

tions against the latter. - From the 

'* New York Public Advertiser, 30<A July, 
1811. • 

To Robeiit’SmitIi. 

9 

THE people of the United States, to 
whom you have appealed from the deci¬ 
sion of their President, will not be ua- 
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grateful to you for tbe complitnc^nt you 
have paid their understandingst in believ- 
ing them capable of estimating the merits 
of the controversies, which have termi* 
nated in your resignation of the office of 
Secretary of State.^Until enlightened by 
your addr^s, they could perceive nothing 
in that resignation but the change of one 
minister for another; a change, which 
even had*it been made by the direct au¬ 
thority of the President, he would have 
owed no account of to any human being. 
Both the theory and the practice of our 
constitution recognize him, subject to the 
negative of the Senate only, as the ulti¬ 
mate judge of the propriety and expe¬ 
diency of exercising ihik authority. Re¬ 
sponsible as he is for the conduct of his 
ministers, to public opinion, and to the 
law, it is immaterial whether it be defect 
of talent or integrity discovered in them, 
or a mere ditierence of opinion on public 
men and public measures; whether it be 
the detection of gross incapacity or dis¬ 
honesty, or a variance in judgment upon 
a phrase in a public letter, be is not bound 
to assign to his constituents the reasons 
and motives which may induce him to 
displace one agent, and appoint another. 
Still less does he owe an account of a 
change effected by the voluntary resign*a- 
tioM of an officer, over whose inclinations 
he can have no rightful controul. In such 
a case, it is for the officer himself, if he 
deems his personal griefs in any way 
connected with the public interests, to apo¬ 
logize in the best mode in his power, for 
deserting tfie service of his country. This 
task you have undertaken to perform. 
But instead of satisfactorily accounting 
for your resignation, which in my humble 
judgment you have failed to do, you have 
invoked the attention of the people to a 
bill of accusation against Mr. Madison, 
which, though professing to be “ a plain 
“ unvarnished tale/’ is drawn with all 
the craftiness and subtility of a special 
pleader, and whatever credit it may re¬ 
flect upon your head, dishonours your, 
heart. The magnanimity of the people* 
of this country has already pronounced 
judgment upon the rancorous malice 
which stains every page of ybur address, 
and w'hich dwells with greedy delight 
upon the little imperfections of human na¬ 
ture developed in ihft unsuspecting mo¬ 
ments of coafidential intercourse, and 
published to the world as important items 
of presidential delinquency.—Aftother of 
the features which mark your elaborate 


performance is the extreme anxiety yoa 
have manifested to attract the frvor ot 
those who have charged thi administn^ 
tion with being under the controul of in« 
fluence of France. To the distempered, 
jealousy of these men you have furnished * 
the aliment upon which it lives. You 
have fanned anew the dying flames of 
their political zeal, and furnished them 
with weapons,-com pared with which thoijie 
wielded by Randolph and Pickering, are 
puny indeed. You have stooped to the 
degradation of propitiating the resentment 
of these men by attempting to offer them 
in sacrifice the immolated reputation ofl 
Mr. Madison. But the victim is not yet 
bound—the sacrifice is not yet completed, 
and public indignation steps in betweed 
you and your intended victim. Nor will 
you succeed in conciliating the favour of 
those who have repeatedly branded you 
with the foul imputation of being sold to 
France, by attenrptiug 1o prove that Mr. 
Madi-son is more of a Frenchman than 
yourself. Notwithstanding the ardent 
zeal with which you have laboured to un¬ 
dermine his well earned reputation, your 
own conscience must tell you that subser¬ 
viency and submission to France are not 
the most flagrant errors of our policy.— 
The yme was when you yourself'could 
avow, that in aiming to wipe away this 
imputation, our government had inclined 
more to the views and interests of Britain, 
tlian to those of France; and that in the 
comparative account current of injuries 
and insults, those inflicted by the former, 
greatly exceeded in amount, those re- 
.ceived from the latter. No true American 
will pretend to justify or pallidie the mis¬ 
conduct of France. Her policy towards 
this country has been not only extremely 
flagitious and unjust, but to the last degree 
foolish and absurd.—But our propensity 
has been r.gtlier to amplify and exag¬ 
gerate, than rigorously to scan the nature 
of this injustice and this impolicy. All 
oyr ancient colonial ideas have been re¬ 
vived and the anti-gallican prejudices 
of this country have never, since our in¬ 
dependence, been more live and watchful. 
This pre-disposition of the public mind 
has been greatly strengthened by the re- 
establishment of despotism in France after 
the bright prospect whiefi bad appeared 
of its final extinction. The people have 
not unwisely concluded that the fruits of 
this bitter tre# cannot be good, and they 
pul no confidence in the profession* of T^e- 
gard for the liberty of the sea* coining 
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from the man who.'has destroyed allthe in? 
stitutions of civil freedom within his reach. 
But do not suffer yourself to suppose, sir, 
that' though you have^ artfully availed 
.yourself of this state of public opinion, 
and though the offering you liave made to 
the malignant genius of federalism is more 
acceptable than the gift of your predeces¬ 
sors in the path of apostacy, that therefore 
your treachery will be more successful 
than theirs. You were not born eilhpr to 
create or destroy governments. If you 
have stepped frotd your limited sphere of 
usefulness for the latter purpose, fatal ex- 
'perienceewill soon convince you that you 
have passed the bounds of your genius, 
and that you will never be able to rise to 
fame and power upon the ruins of that ivn- 
perishable monument of worth and ho¬ 
nour, erected with the labours of forty 
years exclusively devoted to the public 
service, decorated with all those accom¬ 
plishments^ which -dignify human nature, 
and unblemished by the stain of vice or 
the commniions of passion.—You state in 
t^e introduction to your letter that the 
proffered mission to Russia affords " de- 
" monstrative proof of Mr. Madison’s con- 
" fidence in yoiii as to fidelity and as to 
“capacity in public affairs.” Whence 
then your griefs, and what the neces' ity of 
publicly disclosing collisions of opinion 
between yourselves and the Presichnt; 
and those also touching our pending dif¬ 
ferences with foreign powers? If the ofler 
of the mi.s3ioii manifested the President’s 
opinion both of your integrity and talents 
in public business, whence the necessity 
of “ obviating the honest misapprehensions 
“ of some, and the wanton misrepresenta- 
" tions of olheVs,” since Mr. Madison was 
to be ranked in neither of .these classes? 
Did not the diff'rent important pffices you 
had sustained under the government suffi¬ 
ciently imply the confidence which you 
had inspired? What man, what print bad 
calumniated your character? The ene¬ 
mies of the administration alorief honoured 
you with their rRproache.s, as they now 
dishonour you with their applause.—Mr. 
Madison had published no hook to ruin 
your reputation—he had revealed to the 
world uo confidential convcivations of 
yours—he had.said nothing of your foi- 
hles, of your ‘ embarrassments and auk- 
• wardness '— your; * confusion ’— your 

‘ perturbation *—four * disquietude ’_ 

your * peevishness’—and ofehis own com¬ 
posure, and your want of it. Provocation 
there was none, nor can any justification 


be found, or your conduct be imputed to 
any other motive than the gratification of 
the bdsest passion which disgraces human 
nature.—You have stated that your dif. 
feretices of opinion with Mr. Madison re¬ 
spected certain public,measures and pub¬ 
lic men. But you have not shewn what 
constitutional right you had to press upon 
the president your opinion's upon public 
measures, and still less of nominations to 
office, in which the senate are his sole 
constitutional advisers. lie may indeed 
“ require the opinion in writing of the 
" heads of the executive departments upon 
" any subject relative to the duties of their 
“ offices.” But for rejecting ihcir opi¬ 
nions, delivered in any other mode, he is 
no wise consliluiionaliy responsible. Un¬ 
less then you can .shew that Mr, Madison 
ha.s, to the injury of the national rights 
and interests, rejected your advice in 
writing«on .subjects relating to the duties 
of your office, you do not furnish even 
priina facie evidence to support your 
charges. Instead of this, the weapons you 
have aimed at him reeoil'back upon your¬ 
self, and you stood self convicted of hav¬ 
ing in many instances travelled out of the 
bounds of your department, of having tres¬ 
passed on the rights of the President, at¬ 
tempted to usurp his authority, and re- 
jented upon ‘suspicion’ merely an ' ho- 
‘ nourabic appointment,’ decorously prof¬ 
fered, as you have admitted, and which 
you consider as affording ‘ demonstrative 
‘proof of his confidence in your fidelity 
‘ and capacity in public affairs.’ If the 
Pre.sident, without distrusting ciihet your 
integrity or talents, but discovering that 
the diOercnce of opinion which had arisen 
between you and himself, rendered it in¬ 
consistent with the public good that you 
should remain in the admini.stration, pro¬ 
posed your acceptance of the m.i.ssion in¬ 
stead of your office, at the same time inti¬ 
mating, with that decorum and modera¬ 
tion for which he is distinguisheil, bis mo- 
live,.s for desiring such a change. Upon 
what ground liave you appealed to the 
people ? They cannot partake of your 
‘ suspicions,’ because they do not know 
upon what grounds they rest; still less 
can they sympathize with you on account 
of your wounded pride, your boasted 
hopes, or your disappointed ambition. If 
because you could mot qverrule the mea¬ 
sures of administration, you have, quitted 
the service of your country, the people 
can feel flo other interest in the aflair than 
merely to ascertain thefitnes.s of vnnr 
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ecssor for the situation to which he has 
been called. On this head they are satis* 
fted that your place is amply supplied. 
Being thus satisfied, you will not be able 
to shake their well-grounded confidence in 
their President by spch tales as you have 
yet told, or which your inventive faculty 
may hereafter compose. Edifying and 
amusing they iftid^btedly will be to that 
faction v^ho delignt in the disgrace of 
their government and country-—but they 
will excite in the brea.sts of honest and 
impartial men no other emotions but those 
of contempt and indignation. 

Phocion. 


Letter from Mr. Jefferson, late President 
of the American States, to the Earl of 
Buchan, taken from the New York Public 
Advertiser of the ‘2\th July, 1811. 

Washington, July 10, ISO.'}. 
My Lord —I received through the 
hands of Mr. Lenox, o^i his return to the 
United States, the valuable volume you 
were so good as to send me on the life 
and writings of Fletcher of Salton, 'J'he 
political principles of that patriot were 
worthy of the purest periods of the 
British constitution. They are those 
which were in vigor at the epoch of the 
American emigration; our ancestors 
brought them here, and they needed little 
strengthening to make us what we are.— 
But in the weakened condition of English 
Whiguism, at this day, it requires more 
firmness to. publish and advocate them 
that! K did then to act upon them. This 
mentis peculiarly your lordship's, and no 
one honors it more than myself; freely 
admitting at the same time, the right of a 
nation to change its political principles and 
constitution at will; and the impropriety 
of any but its own citizens censuring that 
change. 1 e.vpectyour lurdship has been 
disappointed, as 1 acknowledge 1 have 
been, in the issue of the convulsions on 
the other side of tlte channel, (in France.) 
This has certainly lessened the interest 
which the philanthrophist warmly felt in 
those struggles. Without befriending human 
liberty, a gigantic force has risen up which seems 
to threaten the world —but it hangs on the 
thread of opinion, which may break from 
one day to another.—kfcel a real anxiety 
on the conflict jn winch your nation is 
again engaged, and bless the Almighty 
Being, who in gathering together the 
waters under the heavens into line place, 
divided the dry lauds of your hemisphere 


forom the dry land df our's, and said, 

" here at least be there peace.” I fmpa 
that peace ahd amity with all nations will 
long be the charter of our land, and that 
its prosperity, under this charter, will . 
re-art on the mind of Europe, and profit 
her by the example. My hope of pre¬ 
serving peace for our country is not 
founded on the. Quaker principle, of non- 
resistance under every wrong : but m the 
belief that a just and friendly conduct on 
our part will procure justice and friendship 
from others, and that in* the existing con¬ 
test each of the combatants will find an in¬ 
terest in our fvienilship.—d cannm say we* 
shall be unconcerned spectators of the 
combat, We feel ior hum in sufterings 
and we wish the good of all. We sliall 
look on therefore with the sensations 
which itipse dispositions and the events of 
the Wiir Will produce.—1 led a pride in 
the justice which your lonisliip’s senti¬ 
ments render to (be character my illus¬ 
trious countryman, Washington. The 
modcratioii of hi.s desire.s, and the strength 
of hi.s jiidgmeiu enabled him to calculat# 
correctly, that the road to that glory 
wlych never dies, is to use power fur the 
support of the laws and liberties of out 
country, not for its destruction, and his 
will ttccordingly survive the wreck of 
every thing now living. 

• Tho. Jefferson. 

7’o the Lari of iJuchan. 


Engi.andand America. —Order in Coundl, 
published in the Gazette of 1 Sept. 1811, 

, rJutive to the American Commerce with 
the West I:/dies. 

It contains an order grounded on an 
Act of the 4GiJh of his inujesly, intituled 
" An Act, for authorising his majesty in 
council to allow, (lurii% the present war, 
and six weeks after the ratification of a 
definitive treaty of peace, the importation 
and exportation of certain goods and com- 
m^jtlilies ifi neutral ships, into and from* 
his majesty’s territories iii the West Indies 
and Continent of South America. ” By 
virtue of this Act. Orders in Council have 
been made at different periods, permitting 
the iniportettion into the territories above- 
Hsentioned of certain art’tq^es, goods and 
commodities specified,' for the roo.st part 
tlie products of the United States, or of the * 
fisheries of the same* but by ihismew 
Order, it is Otrecled, that after the 1st .of 
December, no importation of the under¬ 
mentioned articles shall take place into 
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any of our \Ve»t India Inlands, *' in which 
there shall not be, at the time when such 
articles are brought for importation, the 
following duties on such articles, being of 
„ the growth or produce of the United States 
of America f namely, 

Slerlin* Money. 

For every quintal of dried or 
salted Cod, or Ling Fish, 

cured or salted. £ 0 2 6 

For every barrel of cured or 
pickled Shads, Alewives, Mac- 
karel, or Salmon, a propor¬ 
tionate duty. 

coireirt Moncf 

• of Jamaica. 

Wheat Tlour per barrel, not 
weighing more than one hun¬ 
dred and ninety-six pounds, 

net weight. 0 G 8 

On Bread or Biscuit of Wheat 
FIoui •, or any other Grain, per 
barrel, not weighing more 
than one hundred pounds net 

Weight'. 0 3 4 

On Bread for every hundred 
pounds made from Wheat or 
* any other Grain whatever, fm- ‘ 
ported in bags or other pack¬ 
ages than barrels, weighing *’ 

as .aforesaid ... 0 3 4 

On Flour or Meal made from 
Bye, Peas, Beans, Indian 
Corn, or other Grain than 
Wheat, per barrel, not weigh¬ 
ing more than one hundred 

and ninety-six pounds. 0 3 4 

On Peas, Beans, Rye, Indian 
Corn, Callivancies, or^ other 

Grain, per bushel.......*.. 0 0 10 

On Rice, for every one hundred 

pounds net weight. 0 3 4 

For every twelve hundred (com¬ 
monly called one thousand) 

of Red Oak Slaves.1 0 0 

For every twelve hundred (cqm- 
monly called one thousand) 
of White Oak Staves, and for 
“■ every one thousand pieces «f 

Heading . Q 15 “O 

Horses, Neat Cattle, or other 
Live! Sock, for every one hun¬ 
dred pounds of the value 
thereof, at the port or place qf 
importation. 10 0 p 
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ESSAY ON SHEEP, 
Intended chiefly to promote the intro¬ 
duction and propagation of Merinos 
‘ i 


in the United States of AmcHca, by 
proving, from actual experiments, the 
great advantage thereof to Agricul¬ 
ture and IVIanufactures.—By 'R. R. 
Livingston.— Printed by Order of 
the Legislature pf the Slate of New 
York.—London, reprinted:—With a 
Preface and Explanatory Notes by 
William Coubet'^. '• 

PREFACE. 

THE following work is, in my opinion, 
well calculated to be useful to any pro¬ 
prietor of sheep, and particularly to any 
one who is desirous of raising a flock of 
Merinos. It is, besides, full of curious 
matter, and the reading of it produces the 
pleasing effect of bringing us, as it were, 
in/o a country, which we have only heard of 
before. But, that which mo^t strongly 
recommended it to me, and which induced 
me tore-publisb it, was, that it completely 
settled the .very important question, name¬ 
ly, whether the American States could dis¬ 
pense with European Wool and Woollens; a 
question of very great interest to the 
world in general, and to England in par¬ 
ticular.—Having never seen, in any part 
of America, an assemblage of sheep wor¬ 
thy of the name oi flock; and, having, 
from habit, always looked upon Grass 
Fields, and Downs and Turnip Fields as 
being indispensably necessary to the rear¬ 
ing and keeping of sheep in any conside¬ 
rable number, I gave it as my opinion, 
about thrse years ago,(vvhen writing about. 
tbs then dispute with America), that the 
Americans never could do without wool 
from other countries, seeing that, for the 
want of winter herbage and turnip fields, 
which they could hot have for feed, in 
winter, on account of the deep snows, 
they had it not in their power to keep 
sheep in number sufficient to supply them 
with a tenth part of the wool requisite for 
their various uses. But, upon reading a 
French work, by C. P. Lasteyrie, enti- 
tuled " A History qf the introduction cf Spa^ 

“ nish Sheep into the different States of Eu- 
" rojie, 5(T. S;c.’‘ I found that my notiem 
of the absolute necessity oigrass or turnip 
fields, in winter, was quite erroneous; and, 
that the very finest flack qf sheep tn aU 
Europe, were kept at house during five, 
and sometimes six. mouths in the year. 

1 found, that in Saxony, in Silesia, in 
Denmark, in Sweden; I foand, that in all 
these countries, it was the invariable prac¬ 
tice to keep the sheep at house and yard, 
like oxen or other cattle, all the winter; 
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and, I also found, that, under this treat¬ 
ment, the Merino race of sheep as #eli as 
others had succeeded perfectly well. I 
now 6nd, too> that the very finest wool 
known to the English manufacturer comes 
from Saxony; into which country the 
breed of Spanish sheep has been introduced 
only/or/j/-sir years at the longest; that is 
to say, a little more than twice the length 
of time %hat the present war has been 
goiAg on.—When I learnt, that flocks of 
sheep could be kept for whole winters, 
year after year, in houses and yards, fed 
upon straw, haulm, dried leaves, horse- 
chesnuts, hay, and potatoes; and, when I 
perce'ived, that these flocks not only lived 
but increased most wonderfully, and that 
they sent to England even finer wool than 
any that ever was, or that could now be, 
obtained from Spain; when I perceived 
this, I could entertain no doubt of the 
practicability of multiplying sheep.to any 
extent in the American States, where ani¬ 
mals of every kind are uncommonly pro¬ 
lific, and where all the* above-mentioned 
means of wintering are found in super¬ 
abundance. Before, therefore, I saw Mr. 
Livingston’s Essay, I was fully convinced, 
that, if the Americans did not speedily 
become independant of all other countries 
for wool and woollens, it must be entirely 
their own fault.—It appears that they do 
not mean to incur this blame; for, the 
whole country seems to be animated with 
the desire of rearing sheep chiefly for the 
.sake of the tSool, a; will clearly appear 
from the facts stated by Mr. Livingston. 
Indeed, the circumstance of this Essay 
having heonpuhUshed by Order of the Legis¬ 
lature qf New York, and at the public ex¬ 
pence, professedly, (as will be seen from 
the sobjoined Resolutions of the two 
Houses,) upon the ground of public utility; 
this circupistance alone is quite conclusive 
as to the fact, that the increase of sheep 
and of the manufacture of wool are be¬ 
come objects of great public interest in 
America; objects in the accomplishment 
of which they will have been powerfully 
assisted by the measures adopted against 
their commerce Uy the Governments of 
England and France, who, very likely, 
were wholly unconscious, tlial: they were, 
in.this case, acting under the guidance of 
the genius of freedom.-ylt is, I think ma¬ 
nifest, from the following pages, that, in 
three Or four yeara, at the most, America 
will be able to supply herself with Wool, 
and also with woollen doth ; and that, even 
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; now, if it should become necessary, she 
could do Very well without importing any 
wool or woollens from any part of the 
world. This is a great event. It is a 
great change in* the affairs of nations^ 
I’he Americans, who, until now, have 
been obliged to look to England chiefly 
for coals, made of wool that came from 
Spain; ten millions of people who got the 
principal articles of their wearing apparel 
in this round-about way, will now grow 
those articles upon their own lands, and 
will keep at home, for the feeding of 
cloth-makers, those articles of food, which 
they used to raise in order to pay England • 
and Spain for manufacturing and for wool. 
The intelligent reader will be at no loss 
to perceive bow great must be the advan-> 
tage of this change to the American States; 
a change which that country owes to the 
folly and tyr;inny of other governments.— 
But, this change, favourable as I hope it 
may prove, to tb^ interests of mankind in 
general, could not have been s*o rapidly 
produced, had it not been for the actual 
invasion^of fipain by the Emperor Napo^ 
Icon, who, vi'iihout intending it, perhaps, 
has by this invasion, scattered the inesti- ‘ 
mafile flocks of Spain over the face of the 
earth. Not the Spanish monarchy only, 
but th^ Spanish nation, has lie broken up^ 
dispersing its goods and chattels to all 
who .were in a condition to take them 
away. Its pictures and its plate and its 
jewels, all iis valuable moveables are, long 
ago, divided amongst its invaders; its 
flocks have been driven out, shipped ofli 
or devoured ; its houses, after having been 
pillaged, have, in no small proportion, been 
levelled with the ground: and, the ground 
itself is all that seems to have any security 
of remaining. Yet, amidst all this ruin, 
amidst this general wreck of society, it is 
much to be* questioned, whether the great 
mass of the.people in Spain are not as 
well, and even better oil, tbsm they for¬ 
merly were; for, what interest had thiy 
in the flooks which composed the riches* 
of‘their, country f WbaC knew they of 
•those flocks but in as much as they were a 
scourge to themselves? The exclusive 
property of the privileged order, not only 
was it impgssible for the cultivator of the 
laiid to obtain any share in the benefit aris¬ 
ing from these flocks, but h8 was compeliei 
to assist, without payment, in iheir sep’ 
port:, by throwing open his fields and his 
garden to be sdevoured by them in their 
periodical journeys from one part of tW« 
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country to the other !* . With this fact 
before him, what man, who'is hot either a 
tyrant nr willing slave, can regret that 
these flocks have been dispersed ? And, 

, I think, it must be peculiarly gratifying 
to the American farmer, to see raised in 
his own fields and fashioned under his 
own happy roof, that coat, by his former 
mode of obtaining which he used to enrich 
%nd jibet the owner of those flocks whose 
ravages insured hunger as w'ell as naked¬ 
ness to the miserable peasant of Spain.—* 
1 am aware, ihatnhere are many persons, 
who will learn with sorrow, that America 
is bccoipiii^i if not actually become, in¬ 
dependent of England. Such is not the 
feeling, with which I have learnt the .fact, 
being of opinion, that what has generally 
been called commercial gre Uucss may be 
fairly numbered amongst the most griev¬ 
ous of our country’s calamities. And, in¬ 
deed, it dues appear to me to require a 
pretty complete [/bi'Yersion of intellect, to 
make men regard such a traffic as that 
which has existed between America and 
.England, as conducive to the happines.s of 
their people. Is there not, upon the face 
of it, something offensive to reason in the 
proposition, that the mutual happiness of 
two nations is promoted by the clothing of 
the one being made by the other in return 
for food supplied to the latter by the 
former; and that this interchange takes 
place across a sea of three thousand miles 
broad, while, at the same time, each na¬ 
tion has the means of making the whole 
of its own clothing and raising the whole 
of its own food within its own territory ? 
What we receive from America, in pay¬ 
ment of our cloth, is the produce of her 
lands. We seil our wool and the labour of 
our mumfucturers for the produce of Ame¬ 
rican fonds. Now, why not employ this 
labour upon our mm lands, ahd produce 
thereby (as we can as far as her commo¬ 
dities are useful to us) those articles we 
now receive from the American lands.^ 
" And why should not she keepther food at 
home for the use of those persons ^ho 

* I have heard of but one species of 
oppression to exceed this; and that is the 
instance which the Rev. Mr. ^ucbannan 
gives us of the poor people in the Western 
blonds of Sctuland being compelled to 
rear and feed the children of the rich; and 
also to ffiye part qf their goods to their 
landlord^ bride at the-tipe of her mar¬ 
riage ! 
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might be employed in making her tlm 
articles she now gets from us? This.is 
the true view Of it. Men may load the 
subject as much as they please with fine 
sounding terms and epitn^s ; but, at last, 
to this it comes, that we employ clothiers 
to make coats for the American farmers, 
and America employs farmers to raise 
food for our clothiers.' and that this is 
going on, while we have land whence to 
raise more food than sufficient for all our 
people, and while America has ample 
means of raising wool and of making coats 
for all her people. If, indeed, it was im¬ 
possible to make cloth in America and 
also impossible to raise food enough in 
England for our people, I should be ready 
to acknowledge the exchange to be ad¬ 
vantageous, though carried on at a dis¬ 
tance of three thousand miles, with all the 
expences and uncertainties of maritime 
commerce. But, situated as the two- 
countries are, each possessing within it¬ 
self ample means of being independent of 
the other, it appears to me, that the ex¬ 
change operates, and can operate, solely 
to the advantage of monopolizing indivi¬ 
duals and companies, who thrive not from 
administering to the necessities of the two 
countries, but from the supplying of wants 
created solely by folly.—There is another 
light, in which the change, now taking 
place, is of great importance. It wilt, for 
a while at least, diminish the power of 
taxation. The American farmer now pays, 
upon his coat, not only all the duty laid ^ 
on by his own government, but all the 
duty laid on by foreign governments. 
The arm of foreign governments can never 
reach his coat, if raised and wove in his 
own country ; and, "as to his own govern¬ 
ment, it will be, at least some years before 
it will have power to tax the produce of 
the land or any domestic manufacture: so 
that^ as Mr. Livingston has sHown, the 
American farmer will obtain his coat at a 
third part of the expence that it has hitherto 
cost him ; while be will have the satisfac¬ 
tion to reflect, that he is no longer clad by 
the labour of the ragged and the naked ; 
that he does not owq these, which are 
amongst the greatest of his comforts, to 
the ingenuity and the toils of misery; that, 

“ For him no wretches, bom to work and weep, 

" Pine at the loom, or tempt the daog’rous deep.” 

When we reflect on the vices and mi¬ 
sery, on the degradatidn of the human 
character, generally attendant on a sea¬ 
faring lib, it is impossible not to fe«l plea- 
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sure at the prospect of a diminution of 
maritime commerce. It may !»e said, 
that men enter voluntarili/ on board of 
merchant ships. So they do into tire 
stews anil the gaming-houses, and into 
every thing that tends to a corruption of 
morals and to the f)roducing of unhappi¬ 
ness and dishonour. It certainly is the 
business of individuals to resist tempta¬ 
tion ; but, it is the business of govern¬ 
ments, and, indeed, their duty, to lessen, 
as much as possible, the number nnd the 
strength of temptations to vice, 'rhe first 
duty of a government is to see that the 
people who live under it are happy; and, 
of course, it is its duty to prevent, or, at 
least, to discourage, by all the means in 
its power, the establishment, or growth, of 
those professions, or callings, which, from 
experience, have been found to produce 
vice and misery. It may so liappen, that, 
ivitliout employing a considerable pumber 
oi' tile citizens of a State upon the waters, 
the independence of the Slate itself would 
be endangered. In sifeh a case the go¬ 
vernment has no choice ; but, this is not 
the situation of America, who stands in 
tieedid little maritimefnee I'orherdefence, 
and who, after a diminution of her foreign 
commerce, would ref|uire still less, be¬ 
cause she would have less shipping to pro¬ 
tect, and her sea-ports would become an 
oliject of less importance. — The large 
towns also, those numerous assemblages 
of people, w liich are formed by maritime 
commerce, constitute an evil the extent of 
’xvbicli is hardly to be calculated. No one 
will deny,’that vice and wretchedness 
choose populous cities as their favourite 
abode ; that there no small part of (he 
causes of all the misefies of mankind are 
etigendered ; and that, of all descriptions 
of population, that of a sea port is the 
worst. Let any man, who has a mind 
formed for serious reflection, only walk 
througli the streets and alleys in the 
neighbourhood of shipping. The whole 
of a sea-port town presents a picture suf¬ 
ficiently disgusting ; but, as we approach 
the water’s edge; as we draw near the 
bales, the casks, Uie boxes, the wharfs, 
the lighters and the .ships, the aspect of 
every thing animate or inanimate, grows 
more and more loathsome, every sound 
grows more and more hideous; all is a 
scene of wrangling, r^ipaciiy, violence, 
insolence, deceit; bribery, perjury, filth 
and di.i.ca$e. It is impossible, therefore, 
for a man of a right mind, not to«ee with 
pleasure, any change in the affairs of the 
world, the natural tendency of which 


change is to render so large and increasing 
a country as’ America independent of 
olhep, oud, of course, to prevent the 
corruption of her people, by collecting 
them together in sea-port towns : and, as , 
to us, 1 am thoroughly convinced, that,' 
the .same cause will operate equally to our 
advantage ; and that, in the end, all that 
France is now doing, as to Commerce, will ba 
found to have contributed to the perma¬ 
nent safety and happiness of England.— 
Be it, however, matter of joy or of regret, 
the fact is, that the dependence of Atnerica 
upon Europe, is now at an end ; and, in¬ 
deed, political circumstances geem to* 
threaten an end even to the intercourse. 
Thig I should regret; because, an inter¬ 
course between nations is the source of an 
increase of knowledge, which has always 
been as favourable to the freedom and 
happiness of mankind, as a great, mono¬ 
polizing, combining, speculating, taxing, 
loan-jobbing commerce has been hostile to 
every thing that is patriotic, liberal, and 
just. This sort of commerce, so ddlerent 
from that which opened and kept up ihg 
enlightening intercourse between nations, 
is always, and always will be, the fast ally 
of‘despotism, wherever to be found, in 
whatever shape, under whatever «ham 
names or outward appearances the accursed 
thing may exist. This sort of commerce 
is nut only a fast ally of despotism, but, 
is, perhaps, its must powerful ally ; and, 1 
cannot disguise, that it gives me very 
great pleasure to see, and to have the 
proof before me, that, at any rate, this all¬ 
corrupting commerce, which was fast 
growing up in America, has now received 
a deadly blow; and, of that blow, it ap¬ 
pears that no small part of the merit is 
due to the Author of this work. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Stale Prison, Neiogate, 

' Wednesday3rd April, 1811. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

• ' 

FattNCE .—Address to the Emperor from La 
, lAfpeMnd from the Ionian Isles, together 
mth his Imperial Majesty's Anstuers— 
Paris, IVth Aug. 1811. 

(Concluded from page 320.) 

. . Penetrated 

with respect for the eminent virtues of 
your Majesty, and full of confidence in 
that powerful genius vtdiich regulales.thd 
destines of Emppe, and secures the .hapta 
piness of all his subjects, we present as 
pledges of our fidelity .and entire devoted-- 
ness,'the benefits which our deparyn&nt is'. 
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about to enjoy From the union of its inha¬ 
bitants with the great family of which 
your Majesty is the father. Already the 
genius of your Majesty has divined our 
. wants; an uniform and enlightened legisla¬ 
tion will secure the rights of property ; 
speedy justice, founded upon one system, 
will watch over its maintenance:. The credi¬ 
tors and pensioners of the State, whom the 
misfortunes of war had condemned to long 
and painful privations, will owe their hap¬ 
piness to their new quality of French sub¬ 
jects. Already ttie roads which are open¬ 
ing, the canals which are digging, restore 
‘Gomfortrand industry in countries little 
favoured by the nature of their soil; and 
your new subjects have formed the hope 
of rivalling your old ones in prosperity, 
as they this day engage to equal them in 
devotedness to the august person of your 
Majesty. 

The address closes with felicitations on 
the birth pf the Kmg ofRome. 

Reply of llis Mfijesty. 

, Gentlemen, Deputies of the Department 
of La Lippe,—The city of Munster be¬ 
longed to an ecclesiastical Sovereign. De¬ 
plorable effect of ignorance and of sufjcr- 
atiiion'. Providence, which has willed 
that I should re-establish the throne of 
Charlemagne, has caused you, with Hol¬ 
land and the Hanseatic towns, to return 
to the bosom of the empire. The moment 
you became French, ray heart made no 
distinction between you and the other 
parts of my states. As soon as circum- 
Ranees shall permit, 1 will feel a lively 
satisfaction in being in the midst of you. 

M. Theotoki, President of the Ionian 
Deputation, presented the following ad¬ 
dress. 

Sire; Interpreters of thb wishes of your 
people of Ionia, we come to place at the 
foot of your Majesty's august throne, 
their renewed expressions of fidelity and 
lively Joy for the fortunate event which 
* has given an heir to your great empire, 
•a infant to your paternal heart, |tnd tb us 
the assured hope of an hero, -who, to ba. 
the wonhy Sovereign of fort^ millions of 
men, has only to place before himself 
your immortal model.—Fropi the sove- 
ireign height of glory to which your ^i- 
wnipbs and Magnanimous talents have 
s-aised yon, deign. Sire, to turn your re- 

f ;a«is tow ards thednhabitants of the Ionian 
ales, of which a part, thoqgh usurped for 


a moment, but always faithful to your 
Majesty, could only have been calum¬ 
niated by the macbiavelism of an enemy 
envious of their felicity.—If it is true, 
Sire, that in those of bur isles occupied 
at this moment by the enemy, there are 
to be'found some senseless brings who 
have the audacity to prefer to the glorious 
title of your 8u.bjects,F the ever hateful 
name of enemies of their country and of 
its most sacred rights, let them experiebce 
the fate which their crimes and the in¬ 
dignant voice of their fellow-citizens in¬ 
voke upon their heads.—But let not Greek 
honour be sullied by the crimes of some 
infatuated individuals; the Greeks are 
still the same men, whose former ages of 
glory can only be effaced in the recortls 
of immortality by the age of your Ma¬ 
jesty.—The benefits. Sire, you have con¬ 
ferred upon us,—the treasures of industry 
which .your imperial munifieence has 
poured out,—your cares, by which Corfu, 
the central security of the Ionian isles, is 
daily surrounded oy new resources traced 
out by your genius,—and the choice of a 
man to govern us who does honour at once 
to humanity and war,—all these are 
powerful motives which attach our hearts 
to your sacred person, from whom alone 
v^e can expect our regeneration.—Should 
the enemy dare to present himself under 
our walls, we will seize with zeal that op¬ 
portunity of proving to your Majesty, and 
to the universe, the value which we attach 
to the ei'er glorious, title bf subjects of. 
Napoleon the Great. 

« 

Reply of Jlis Majesty. 

Gentlemen, deputies of the Ionian Isles; 
I have caused great- works to be carried 
on in your country. I have there collected 
a great number of troops, and stores of 
every kind. I do not regret the expence 
which Corfu costs my treasury—it is the 
key of the Adriatic. I will never aban¬ 
don the Isles which the enemy's naval 
superiority has caused to fall into his 
hands. In India, in America, and in the 
Mediterranean, all that is and has been 
French, shall always be so. Conquered 
by the enemy through'the vicissitudes of 
war, they shall be restored to the empire 
by other events of war, or by the stipu¬ 
lations of peace, I should consider it as 
an indelible blot on the glory of my reign, 
ever to sanction the abandonment of a 
single Frenchman. ' 


VubItstiiNl by R. BA6SHAW, Brydgei-Street, Covent- Gardes Sold also by J, BU0D, Pslt-BIsU. 
tOIfDOH br Ti C. Iltaurd, Fetefboroagh'^ourt, rlaet-Btreet» 
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i^umrIa^y of politics. 

* Spain.—-EnglishM tNisTER’sC omplaint 

AGAINST THE Press THERE. -The phrase, 

which I liave taken for my motto, will re¬ 
mind the reader of what took place in the 
Spring and Summer of 180,1, and, if he has 
forgotten it, he need Only refer lo the Re¬ 
gister, Vols. XIII and XIV, where he will 
find, under the head of “ Spanmsh Revo- 
•' LOTION,’' the history of llie origin and 
grounds of the war, which, from that time 
to this, England has been carrying on in 

Spain.-It will there be seen? that the 

invasion of Spain by (he French was 
viewed in different lights by cliflerent per¬ 
sons in England ; that while some of u.s, 
amongst whom 1 was one, regarded it as a 
fine opportunity for the people of Spain 
to recover their freedom and form a 
new government; others saw in it nothing 
more than an opportunity of opposing a 
new resistance to Buonaparte, caringmuch 
less for the libertiesof the people of Spain, 
than for that security which they thought 
the event likely to bring to themselves. 
We contended that if England took any 
part in the conte.st^he ought by no means 
to concern herself in the internal aflairs of 
the country, and, above all things,that she 
ought to avoid, as she would avoid the* 
poisoned chalice, making herself the sup¬ 
porter or partizan of any part of the old 
reigning family : we contended, in short, 
tliat the thing to be desired was a real, 
radical revolution in Spain, without which 
there was not the smallest chance of even¬ 
tually succeeding in a resistanceof France. 
Our opponents contended, that England 
ought to take a decided part for Ferdinand 
the 7th, though it was notorious, that his 
father was still alive, that his father denied* 
the right of the^n to‘ the Crown, and 
though it was equally notorious, that both 
of them had abandoned the, people of 
Spain, that both of them, and the junior 
members of the family, had made a 
formal abdication of file Crown in favour 
of the Emper^' Napoleon. Our opponents 
contended loo, that the only way to secure 
success to the resistance against France, 
was for us to set oui* faces against every 


thing of a revolutionary tendency ; and, 
in short, that the Spaniard who shduld 
think of a revolution, or Of any new spe¬ 
cies of government to the prejudice of 
b’erdinand, ought to be considered a.s not 
less a traitor than if he were actually fight¬ 
ing under, the banners of Fl’ance.—— 
There appeared to me to be something so 
foolish, so wild, so perfectly mad, in this 
last set of notions, that it was impossible 
fiJr me to impute them to mere want of 
understand dig. I could not help think¬ 
ing, and 1 said at the time what I thought, 
that those who held,this language were 
much more afraid of the (example of 
Spanish liberty regained, than they were 
of the establishment and extension of 
Frenolt de.spotism; and I must say tliaf he 
who has not arrived, by this time, at a 
conviction of the truth of this opinion, 
must have a mind incapable of profiting 
from observation, or must have ‘been a 
vei y»inattcniive observer of what has been . 
passing during the last three years.—— 
To*our opponents, therefore, the present 
.state of things in Spain gives much less 
pain than might be imagined. The FVench 
are sweeping over the country, and there 
appears little ground to expect that they 
will not become its conquerors ; but, at 
any rate, there has no revolution taken 
place in Spain; the people of Spain are 
not republicans ; the people of Spain 

have not regained their liberties.-But, 

how is al] this to end ? How i.s it to end 
with regard to England, who lias already 
expended so many millions of money in 
the cau.se of Ferdinand the seventh ? This 
question cannot be answered with certaiiar 
ty yet; But a pretty good guess at it may 
be formed from the facts, vvhich have re¬ 
cently come to light, and which it was 
impossible, any longer to disguise, with 
all the means which a hired press hold.s 
forth fov that purpose.—r—We have ob-- 
eerve.d,for some time pasl^that Cadiz was 
far from being a scene of harmony; we saw 
gen. Grkliana,vvhom the parliament and tha 
city had thanked, quittlie theatre of his glo¬ 
ries, and joiif the army in Poj'tugai. Mt*. 
Sheridan’s speechblubberingvl^th joyj, 

th* Scotch poems, seera not to haV# ao- 

N k • ■ . ‘ 
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corded with the tentiments qf the Spa> 
niards «t Cadiz. The Spanish General 
La^, who had answered the publication 
of General Graham, we have seen selected 
for choice service by the Spanish govern¬ 
ment. There was, however, in the publi¬ 
cation of General Graham itself, quite suf¬ 
ficient to conrince any reasonable man, 
any man not completely hood-winked by 
ourdiired news-papers, that harmony be¬ 
tween our people and the Spaniards was at 
an end. If any doubt of this fact could 
remain till now, it surely can remain no 
longer, after the reading of^the documents, 
which are*subjoined to this article, and 
upon which I shall now proceed to oiler 

the reader a few observations.-^The 

Note of our Minister, Mr. Wellesley,con¬ 
tains a formal complaint to the Regency of 
Spain against the freedom of theism and 
even against the freedom of speech at Cadiz. 
He says, that he has hitherto forborne to 
complain of the rumours and writings which 
have for some time been circulated hi Ca¬ 
diz, in the belief that his forbearance and 
modiration might disarm i\\Q pas ties t bnt 
that the papers that have been puhliKhed, 
as well as the reports that have been cii;- 
culated hare,ar /c«f/A, become so injurious 
to the British good name anti character, tliat 
he can no longer look with indiflerence on. 
the unjust and unfounded calumnies, which 
are daily circulated against his country, 
-j—Gentle reader, it is the writing of a mi¬ 
nister plenipotentiary, of a representative 
of your king, that you have just been read¬ 
ing ; and, therefore, you are to suppose, 
that in such a case good name and cha¬ 
racter mean different things; for as to tau- 
tolpgy, you are not to suppose such a per¬ 
son capable of using such a figure. You 
must bring to your aid some meh principle 
of judging, also, with regard to the unjust 
and unfounded calumnies of wliicli this 
gentleman is pleased to talk; .for, when, 
amongst common mortals, did you over 
i^ar of just calumnies, of vxUfounded ca¬ 
lumnies. Calumny means, fake charge, 
groundless accusation, and, of course, fo ta4: 
of mjust and unfounded calumnies*, w-as the 
same as to tell the Spanish Secretary of 
State, that his countrymen had uttered 
uryustfalse charges, and unfounded ground- 
Im accusations jigainst oor country. But^ 
reader, these are liberties which I have 
observed frequently taken with our poor 
mother 'tongue, by* the bright geniuses, 
who hjive worn black treachers upon 
their heads,' and long sweeping gowns 
upon their bodies, while they were dr jnlc - 


iog at the rich fountain of the learned lan¬ 
guages, -at Oxford and Cambridge, sup¬ 
ported there too, by the rents of very good 
farms and houses,commonly called college 

property.-Well, but let us not forget 

the subject before us. The .complaint of 
this our 'minister is pretty intelligible, 1 
must confess. It leaves no room for 
doubt. It tells the world, that, at Cadiz, 
the language both through ther press 
and through conversation, is too free for 
the English minister to tolerate, or, at least, 
that it is such that he can no longer hear 
it without complaint, and that it is levelled 
against the British good name; It tells the 
world, in short, that this country is calum¬ 
niated at Cadiz to such a point, that our 
minister can no longer refrain from mak¬ 
ing an official complaint of it to the Go¬ 
vernment of Spain.-But, whtu are these 

calumnies? our King is calumniated, we 
arc told, acid so is hisgovernmentf but xohat 
are tiicsc calumnies ? Mr. Wellesley says, 
that in order to “ give a specimen of the 
" terms in which these ajsCT'/zbns’* (mean¬ 
ing, I suppose the calumnies) " are con- 
" veyecl, he sends the Secretary of State a 
" paper to read." I wish Mr. Wellesley 
liad sent the paper to us. And why do we 
nut see it ? What is the reason for keeping 
it from us? Ours is certainly the basest 
press that ever existed in this world ; for 
it is not to be believed that those to whom 
these slate papers were communicated, had 
not the means of coming at the paper in 
question. Aye, and they have it, too, but 
it does not suit their purposes to publish it. 
They take good care to publish every thing 
.flattering to our government, that issues 
from the press at Cadiz; and their not hav¬ 
ing published this also, is a pretty clear 
proof, that they found it not so very easy to 

refute-Mr. Wellesley, however, gives, 

in hi.s Note to the Spanish Secretary of State, 
something in the way of description of this 
offensive publication. He says that it 
imputes to our king, to our government, 
and to the British Nation, intentinns des¬ 
titute of honour, of justice, and of good 
faith, and entirely subversive of all the 
principles with v«hich Qrea^ Britain has 
come forward to aid the cause of the Spa¬ 
nish Nation ;* that it asserts that the Spa¬ 
nish provinces bordering on Portugal, 
were placed under t^e command of Lord 
Wellington; that the Spanish army was to 
be placed under English officers; that it 
was to be formed into an army, British, in 
fact; and^that it was the design of the 
British Gavernmeat to send to Cadiz a 
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Kinforcement of troops, sufficient to take 
possession of the city and Island, and re¬ 
tain it, in the name and possession of bis 

Britannic Majesty.-The word it in 

place of the word them, we owe, I sup¬ 
pose, to some principle of the “ learned 
** lanfuiges.” 6ut, to the matter, leav¬ 
ing-tlie sound, and leaving too the deli¬ 
cious gramttrar of the original description, 
to those of a taste sufficiently refined to 
r’elish them. To the matter, I say, and 
here are, it must be confessed, some pretty 
thumping charges. They are, by no 
means, of an equivocal nature. Whether 
they be true or false, is what I shall not 
pretend to determine. I leave that task 
to the advocates of the war for Ferdinand; 
but this I say, that in this state paper, Mr. 
Wellesley has not proved them to be false. 
He says, that, considering all that Great 
Britain has done for Spain, he " ought to 
'* be far from being under the necessity to 
'* refute charges sucli as those contained in 
“ this paper.” Now^ who would not ima¬ 
gine from this exordium, that he was about 
to enter upon a regular refutation of these 
charges? The exordium does not stop 
here, however, but proceeds, to say, in 
substance, that nothing short of the critical 
circumstances of the moment could ir^ake 
him consent to “ sulFer the humiliation of 
“ vindicating the honour of his country,” 
against the calumnies contained in the 
paper in question.——-Now, then, inirely 
the refutation is coming ! Surely, we are 
now going lo hery our honour vindicated, 
by this our minister, in Spain. .Let us 
hear him,*then, he says, that notwithstand¬ 
ing the humiliation that he feels in conde¬ 
scending to enter the lists with the author 
of the offensive publication, his desire to 
preserve undiminished the sentiment of re¬ 
spect and esteem with which the two nations 
are mutually animated, makes him consi¬ 
der himself, " as under an obligation,” to 
...... to do what, think ye, Reader? Why 

to do what he talked of, to be sure, to re¬ 
fute the charges contained in the publica¬ 
tion. Oh! no! To refute means, to prope 
the falsehood or error of any thing; and 
Mr. Wellesley ilk this, his state paper, does 
no such thing. He denies in the most po¬ 
sitive and solemn manner; in other cases 
he affirms with equal solemnity; but he, 
in no case, proves, or attempts to prove, that 
which he denies, or that which he affirms. 
Proof is deri^^d from evidence or from rea¬ 
soning, aiid Mr. Wellesley has produced 
neither, in support of his denials and af¬ 
firmations. Whether he could have pro- 
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duced any evidence* or reasoning sufficient 
for the purpose, which he obviously had 
in view, is more than I can say, but, those 
denials and affirmations as they now stand 
unsupported by proof, amount to notludg 
beyond assertion; and, though one as¬ 
sertion is as good as another, where there 
is nothing but assertion on either side, 
there can be no rtfutaiion. In this case, 
too, it was the more desirable to have pIVoof 
in support of our minister’s assertions, bet- 
cause the publication's omitted which he 
thinks it necessary to answer. He, indeed, 
gives us the substance, as he says, of a 
part, at least, of that publication. That 
which he gives us, amounts to no more 
than assertion, unsupported by proof; but, 
it does not follow that the publication it¬ 
self contained no proof in support of its as¬ 
sertions. In answer to a publication con¬ 
taining nothing but assertion without proof, 
assertion without proof i.s as much as ws 
have a right to demand; but/in answer to 
a publication, of which I myself state no- 
thingbut the assertions, proof may fairly be 
demandec^at my hands; because bjr omit¬ 
ting to give the whole of the publication 
of which I complain, I leave the reader 
at liberty to infer, that the assertion of my 

opponent vvas backed by proof.--Mr. 

WeHesley, concludes his note by request¬ 
ing that all proper publicity may be given 
to at by the Spanish government, in order 
to prevent the serious consequences which 
must inevitably result, should the Spanish 
Nation once believe the offensive publica¬ 
tions. But, did Mr. Wellesley imagine, 
thatthis'end would be answered by the pub¬ 
lishing of an answer containing assertions 
without proof? If he did, he judges very 
differently from the way in whichl should 
have judged *in such a case ; and, espe¬ 
cially, when I perceive that his Note is 
full of reproaches and insinuations against 
the persons who have issued the publica¬ 
tions complained of. If these persons 
were contemptible, whether in point «f 
{;ank, or of charac^c, it.is obvious that lio 
an-swCT s,hould have been given them, and 
no serious notice taken of their efforts. If 
their ranb or character were such as to 
make their influence dangerous, anau-swer 
to theni*might become necessary; but, 
•then, the answer shoul^have been full 
and complete, carrying conviction to every 
impartial mind of t^e falsehood of the 
mischievous publications. Any thing short 
of this was fialculated to do harm rather 
than good ; to inflame rather than assuage 
passion! at work against us j and whatever, 
N 2 • • , ' 
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Mr. Wellesley may think of the povvevs of 
bis pen, I scruple not to advise him, the 
next time he Ims the task of preserving 
harmony to perfopm, eslpeciallj^ amongst 
sitch a people as the Spaniards, not to talk 
too much of consenting “ to suffer the Atwwt- 
" tiaiion of vindicating the honour of his 

" country” against their attacks.-Far 

belter would it have been, it appears to me, 
il he had followed the example of the 
Spanish regeiic}', so significantly pointed 
out to his attention by the Spanish secre¬ 
tary of Smte, in these words: " The coun- 
“ cil of regency has more than once been 
•' the mark*of calumnies, more, or less in- 
" jurious, both in words and writings; but, 
"certain of its rectitude of conduct, ami 
" thoroughly satisfied that it has its support 
“ in the opinion of good men,” far from 
paying attention to the attacks upon it, it 
has remained perfectly tranquil, in the 
conviction that nothing but the combined 
efforts of both nations can bVingtheir com¬ 
mon cause to a successful issue.-Cer¬ 

tainly, this was the conduct for wise and 
uprfght men to pursue, conscious that they 
w^re doing the best for their country ; or, 
at any rate, it is as clear as day light, that 
there was no choice between .nWc, on the 
one hand, and a complete refutalion on the 
other. - -The answer of the Spanisl*. go¬ 

vernment is civil. It is, like most papers 
ot the kind, lull of expressions of respect, 
friendship, and confidence; but it is dry¬ 
ness itseli. The fairest skin in the month 
of March is not dryer. It is dry even to 
chapping. And it talks too of the con- 
teniptibloness of the persons, wltose publi¬ 
cations and language are complained of, 
and who are described as " some indivi- 
“ duals’* who aspire loan epAetneralcele¬ 
brity ; and it concludes by expressing a 
confidentie that this answer of the,Regency 
will " suffice to calm the inquietude mhich mo- 
" mntarily was excited in the mind” of our 

Minister.-This answer is, in fact, upon 

the score of the complaint, & gentle rebuke, 
and as shch it has been, I see, regarded by 
our hired print, the Cockier, the Editor 
of which remarks, with manifest chagrin, 
not to say, malice, that the Spanish 
Regency has " omitted to promise to re- 
strain^ by SEVERF. PUNISHMENT,” 
such discourse and writings as have been 
the subject of the complaint of our Minis¬ 
ter. But, we must see the whole cf this 
articih of the Courier of the I7th instant, 
because it will enable us t<yjudgc of the 
real state of things better than any paper 
.received from Cadiz. The papers from 
. • • . 


Cadiz do not contain the offensive publica¬ 
tions, nor even the specific one sent to the 
Secretary of State by our Minister ; and, 
as was observed before, it has, through the 
venality of our press, been suppie.ssed here. 
Just as was the paper of General La Pena, 
while the answer of General Graham was 
published in every print in the kingdom. 
Therefore it is necessaryolo be the more 
particular in attending to articles of home 
manufacture, like this of the Courier, from' 
which we shall easily discover what he 
himself (the silly fellow!) was above all 
things desirous to disguise from our know¬ 
ledge. "Vv'e lament,” says he, "that 
“ our Government should have felt itself 
“ under tfie noce.ssity of complaining of 
“ the calumnious reports and publications 
" circulated at tiladiz against the honour 
“ and good faith of this country. We 
“ had thought our efforts had beeino vigo- 
\ “ rous, ouf motives so welt understood, and 
" our disinterestedness so manifest from the 
" commencement of the contest, that none 
" but the enemy could assert, what not a 
" Spaniard would believe, that We were 
" influenced by one sordid, selfish, or ungc- 
" nerousprinciple. 'J'butsuclv rumoiirsand 
" writings have been instigated by the 
" enemy there ran be no doubt; but even 
" they, we should think, could no longer 
" impose upon any one after the soletr.n 
" pledge thus given and recorded by our 
" Government, that we have no views of 
" aggrandizement or territorial acquisi- 
" lion, either in Europe or America, at 
" the expence of the Spanish nation; that 
“ our whole and sole v'uw is to assist Spain 
in recovering her liberty and indepen- 
" dence; and that the success of these 
" elforls will be our best and most glorious 
" reward. What, but the most noble prin- 
" ciples, could have influenced us in 
" doing what we have done, when, if w e 
" had only consulted our own interests, w'e 
*' might have gratified them to the utmost 
“ extent! What, if we had demeaned our- 
" selves not merely as tame spectators, 

" but as active agents against Spain ! 

What, if we had said, you Itave united 
" yourself with Ihe cogrmion enemy of 
" man ; you have acted as the engines of 
" that accurstd fiend, take the reward of 
" your servility and folly, and follow and 
“ feel the fate of those nations whom you 
" have helped him Ao subdue I What, if 
" we bad carried our povvetto the shores 
“ of the new world, invited the American 
« Provinces to declare themselves inde- 
" pendent, and promised them our conn- 
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tenanceand protection ! Here were tempt- 
ing baits for our interests and our com- 
“ tnerce, if we had looked only to them. 
“ But wo have soared above them; Spain 
« wanted our assistance, and we immedi- 
“ ate Iy /or^ace * and ./orgof that she had 
" aideef the common enemy against us ; 
*• we flew ty hej as brothers, before almost 
“ she^ad returned into the scabbard the 
f‘ sword she had drawn against ««.—The re- 
" ply of the Spanish Regency to Mr. 
“ Wellesley’s note is expressive of confi- 
“ dence in our good faith, and of gratitude 
“ for our assistance. BUT we remark 
" the omission in that reply of all promise 
to restrain, by SEVERE PUNISH- 
“ MENTS practices which, in the pre- 
“ sent circumstances of Spain, amount to 
» HIGH TREASON of the blackest die.” 

-This is a paragraph to be, kept con- 

stantljf before the eyes of the people; be¬ 
fore the eyes of the people of both nations; 
for. we have here, w-e may be well assured, 
t.he sentiments cf WITHERS besides the 
editor, or, to use Mr. Wellesley’s phrase, 
the sentiments " of a certain class;” a 
class, wbich, God knows, all of us have 
long had but loo good reason to know, 

-In our remarks upon this paragraph, 

let us proceed in due order, coiichvuing 
with the. chagrin here expressed, that no 
severe punishments were to be inflicted on 
those in Cadiz, who had made such free 
use of their tongues and their pens. This 
man talks about the vigorousness of our ef¬ 
forts, and the disftiterestedness of our mo¬ 
tives in a very vigorous style, but he has 
not condescended to "ive us any proofs of 
either. We have twice entered Spain 
with an army, I -mean under Sir John 
M-ooie, and under the Lord Viscount Ta- 
lavera; and we have twice got out of 
Spain again, in wliat manner 1 shall not 
describe; but this the Spaniards know, if 
we do not, that the vigour we displayed 
there was attended with consequences 
most fatal to many of them. We have 
seen Rodrigo taken in sight of our arm 3 % 
we have seen Badajoz besieged by ojjr 
army, but not retakon. Tarragona has 
fallen in sight Si our fleet, and after being, 
as the report of the Spanish commander 
states, visited by us, who declined to^ 
risk any troops in his defence. Now, 
it is not for me to sliy whether we had it 
■ in our power to do*more in these several 
cases: perlfaps, we did, in every case, all 
that we were able to do, but this is quite 
certain, that we did not do much; or, at 
least, that our efforts were not calculated 


to give iho Spaniards any very high notidn 
of our vigour.——We must not forget, too,' 
that, upon various occasions, the Spaniards 
have not derived much credit from fight¬ 
ing in company with us. At theBattl^of 
Talavera, we know what was said of Cues- 
ta ; we know what our newspapers called 
him and bis soldiers, though it is perfectly 
notorious that we left the care and protec¬ 
tion bf our sick and wounded to thcm'I and, 
that they afterwards were upon the same 
roiite between ns and the French. At the 
battle of Barrosa our language with re¬ 
spect to them was still less equivocal; jjur 
newspapers called the Spanisli General a 
traitor, who was called not much better 
by some of the speeches elsewhere ; our 
commander. General Graham, appears 
to have sent home to England, the eagle 
taken from the French in that battle, 
though he himself was under the command 
of a Spanish^Geneeal; and, at last, we 
saw hinr engaged in a paper'war with the 
Spanish officers commanding at, and in the 
neighbourhood of Cadiz. At the battle of 
Alb1jera,*the case was not much better. 
The Spaniards committed errors; 'our 
•commander was unable to tell the state of 
them after the battle was over, and in a 
few days afterwards, our commander in 
chffef is unable to tell what is become of 
them. I do not choose to give my opinion 
a? to the truth or falshoodof what was said 
of the Spaniards upon these diflerent oc¬ 
casions ; but this all the world knows, 
that in the defence of many of their towns 
the Spaniards have shewn great and most 
obstinate bravery, and, that there is abun¬ 
dant proof that their Guerillas, as they are 
called, have, in numerous instances, dis¬ 
played a degree of courage and persever¬ 
ance hardly’to be equalled. Indeed, it is 
notorious, that our newspapers are conti¬ 
nually representing these Guerillas as 
composed of men ready to devote them¬ 
selves to destruction for the sake of their 
country^ arid they go so far as to tel5>*us 
•that we may expect from the efforts of 
these Guerillas alone the final extirpation 
of the French. These Guerillas are com¬ 
posed of* Spaniards, and how has it hap¬ 
pened, then, that the Spaniards, when en¬ 
gaged m company with us, have acted in 
the manner, in which tltey have been de¬ 
scribed in our newspapers to have acted r 
This is, to say the Jeast of it, extremely 
unfortunate and, whatever we may think of 
the matter, the Spaniards, especially those 
in Cadiz, have not read with complacency 
the remarks of our newspapers^ ugbn tlieir 
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conduct when engaged in cpinpany with 

ns,-But, this writer tells us that Pur 

disinterestedness must have been so manifest 
to the Spaniards, that they must have been 
EG well satisfied that we haive not been in¬ 
fluenced by one sordid or selfish principle. 
Verily this is a very foolish writer; for in 
another part of this very paper of the I7lh 
inst. he says in answer lo the Morning 
Chrtrnicle, who had asserted that the war 
in Spain was of no utility to us; in an¬ 
swer to this, he says, that the war is of 
great utility to us, because it compels 
Buonaparte to_ “ employ his main force 
*• against Spain, instead of directing the 
“ whole against Ireland!" Aye, I know 
very well that this is the nbtion ; and tlie 
Spaniards know it too; for it has been said 
a thousand and a thousand times over, in 
the Parliament and in the public prints, 
and yet this man in this very same news¬ 
paper of the J7th rinstant, tells us that 
none but a Frenchman could ever assert, 
that we have been actuated by one selfish 
principle, and that the Spaniards must 
no\/ be stupid indeed if they do ntit be¬ 
lieve that our whole and sole view is to assist 
them, and that the success of these eflbrtc 
will be our best and most glorious reward! 
——Buf, says he, if we had consulted our 
own interests we might have gone to South 
America and invited the provinces there 
to declare themselves independent. And 
what should we have got by that, unless, 
indeed, we bad resolved to carry liberty 
into South America i And if we had done 
that, a declaration of independence would, 
by no means, have cut off the connection 
between Old and New Spain, both coun- 
tries being inhabited by Spaniards, and 
being so closely connected, by all the ties 
of interest and of blood. Hpaiii, in that 
case, would have yielded to Napoleon 
without a struggle. There would have 
been no ravages and no bloodshed, and 
the whole force of Spain would have been 
dkected against us, if peace had not taken 
place.' By tlic vyar in Spain we havei 
hitherto, prevented this; but, vrp fnight 
have prevented it for ever by giving li¬ 
berty to Spain; by a war for tl»e people, 
instead of a vt'ar for Ferdinand. It is, 
therefore, not at all owing to ourHisiuter- 
estedness that vyn. forebore that which the ‘ 
Courier threatens with respect to Spanish 
South America, whit^h were no tempting 
baits, or, if they were, they were beyond 
our reach, or, at least, not to be made use 
of for our own purposes. What he says 
^bout our forgetting and forgiving the 


conduct of the Spaniards, and about her 
drawing the sword against us, is something 

too impudent to merit an answer.-We 

now come to the complaint of this writer 
against tlie Spanish regency for omitting, 
in their gnswer to Mr. Wclleidey, “ all pro- 
" raise to restrain, by SEVERE PUNISH- 
“ MENTS, practices which, in the pre- 
" sent circumstances of Spain, amount to 
» HIGH TREASON of the blackest dye.” 
—So, reader! ’ibis is the .sort of treat¬ 
ment that this hired writer in England, 
points out for those who make what our 
minister in Spain deems too free a use of 
their tongues and pens at Cadiz. A law 
of libel, informations ex officio, jail for 
j'ears, he.avy fines, harrassing prosecu¬ 
tions, bail for a man’s life; ail these 
are not sufficient for this prostituted 
English writer. He is for dragging 
the Spaniards to a scaflold or a gallows 
for writin*g, aye, and for spealcitig that 
which our minister there <leems improper ! 
This is the way that he and those who 
think like him, and of whose words he is 
merely the repeater, would insure to the 
people of Spain the blessings of liberty! 
High treason, of the blackest dye, t«o,'ibr 
men to utter tbeir apprehensions about 
tlie ,*ntroduction of foreign troops into their 
country ; about placing part of their coun¬ 
try under the military command of a fo¬ 
reign General; about placing their native 
Soldiers under the command of foreign Of¬ 
ficers ; to express their apprehensions of 
these things is here -deemed a crime 
amounting to HighTreason of the blackest 
dye, and, of course, meriting the punish- 
ine.nt of an ignominious death, a punish¬ 
ment for not promising to inflict which the 
Spanish government i.s reproached by this 
venal English writer ! This is the liberty, 
is it, which we flew “ like brothers” to in¬ 
sure to the people of Spain; the liberty of 
being swung from a gallows-tree, if they 
dare to express their fears at seeing their 
sea ports, their provinces, and even their 
armies, put under the command, and into 
the hands of foreigners.—It is. possible 
tliat the suspicions, and fears of which we 
have been speaking might be groundless. 
For my part I believe that they were 
groundless. Eut am I to represent a Spa¬ 
niard as a wretch worthy of death, am 1 to 
call him a traitor and censure his govern- 
ntent for not punishing him as such, merely 
because he entertained such suspicions and 
fears ? But^ why do I ask these questions * 
There is no man, who is not at bottom the 
enemy of all liberty amongst men, who 
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most not execrate thespiritby whicii these 
remarks of the Courier were <]ictateci. 
The source whence those remarks have 
flowed is all despotism, sheer despotism, 
nnmixed with a single particle of any 
thing else. It lyrould suffer no, human 
being to write, speak, breathe, or think 
freely ; and, it seems to be ready to expire 
in the overflSwidgs of its own venom, be* 
<;^use it cannot extend its poisonous influ* 
«nce to every corner of the earth.*—The 
reader will bear in mind, that we are con* 
tinually speaking of the miseries, the de¬ 
gradation, the baseness, of those nations 
who permit the French to garrison their 
towns and to take the command in their 
provinces. I beg the reader to call to his 
recollection how our public prints have 
treated all such nations, with what scorn 
they have spoken of them, how execrably 
base they have represented them to be. 
Yet, I really have never heard of*any case, 
in which the army of the natives has been 
put under the commstnd of French officers. 
AVhat impudence, what insolence is it, 
then, for this writer to talk thus about the 
nations who submit to the obtrusion of the 
Freiich, while, at the same time, he would 
have the Spaniards hung up like dogs 
merely because they make what he depms 
a too free use of their tongue or pen in 
speaking or writing against the introduction 
offbreign troops into their territory ? “Aye, 
" but the troops, in t/iiscase, are English'” 
And, you insolent hireling, do you, than, 
really believe, that, in the eyes of other 
nations, qn act changes its nature, and 
from bad becomes good, merely because 

we are the agent?-But, perhaps,our 

own example will.be cited. The Spa* 
niards may be said to be unreasonably jea* 
lous in their opposition to the introduction 
of foreign troops by ns, seeing that the 
English very quietly sec great numbers of 
foreign troops introduced into England; 
see them quartered and stationed in Eng¬ 
land ; and, in some cases, have seen se¬ 
veral countiesof the kingdom, formed into 
a military district, placed under the com- 
mand qf a German Baron. The SpaniardI 
may be told thie, and, as a further proof of 
the disposition of the people of England, 
the Spaniards may be told', that Roman 
Catholic officers are permitted to serve in 
these/ore^ corps without taking an oath, 
which Irish Rovan (kttholics are obliged to 
take, in order to be capable of .rising to 
rank equally high, i am aware. Chat all 
this may be said to the Spaniards; but the 
answer 18 short: that men differ in their 


tastes; and. that, by no coarse of fair and 
sound reasoning, can it be made out, that 
because foreign troops are introduced into 
England, foreign troops ought also to be 
introduced into Spain. The people »f 
England may like to have foreign troops 
brought into their country; but, if the 
people of Spain do not like to have foreign 
troops brought into their country, they 
have surely a right to say so; they surely 
ought not to be stigmatized ns traitors and 
doomed to the gallows, because they ex¬ 
press their apprehensions upon so impor¬ 
tant a point.-As if to leave nothing 

wanting to make an exposure df his folly 
or something worse, this writer, in only 
tv^o days after his denunciations against 
the poor Spaniards, falls upon Napoleon 
as a<i enemy of the freedom of the press The 
occasion was as follows: the Editor of a 
news-piaper, called the Aheillc du Nord, 
published at Altona (,in the territories of 
Denmark) has* been obliged ,to apologize 
for having inserted in his paper some pas¬ 
sages qf history, or, at least, of works pub¬ 
lished a considerable time back. The 
apology is thus wordtd, under the date of 

Aug. 27, 1811.-"The Editor of this 

" Paper, having imprudently inserted in 
" the Papers No. 51, 66, and 67,*an oneic- 
" dote taken from works published a consider- 
" able time hack, and which do not belong 
" to the history of the present time, which 
*' is the object of this paper, makes known, 
" that in consequence of this indiscretion, 
" it has been imposed as a punishnient by 
" the Police, and enjoined by the supreme 
“ authority, that he must abstain'from in- 
serting anecdotes drawn even from the 
“ history of times past, calculated to offend 
'• Governments on friendly terms with that of 
“ Denmark” , Upon this the Courier 
m-ikes tlje following remarks, and they 
.me well worthy of the attention of 
the reader. They are all that was want¬ 
ed to the exposure of the hireling who 

has put them forth to the world.-“ The 

" Editor'of the Abeille du Nord, a Paper 
" printed at Altona, has been forced to 
" apologise again for having inserted an 
" anecdote drawn from history, and has 
" been cautioned by his Government to 
" abstaiis from inserting any anecdotes of 
•“ times past which miglu give offmee to 
“friendly Governments: tnSt is, to Buoria- 
" parte!! What a fear and a desjwtwn does 
" the conduct tf this fulfian evince! It will 
“ soon be doemed HIGH TREASON, we 
" suppose, to have an historical work in 
** the iijbrary of an individual.”'—The 
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reader mast stfjick with the siagular 
aptness pf this quotation. Hefe it is pre¬ 
dicted, that l^apoleon will make it high 
treason; but, this writer himself bad made 
it,high treason two days before for Spa¬ 
niards to express their apprehensions at 
putting their towns^ their provinces and 
their troops into the hands of foreign troops 
and foreign commanders. When this pa¬ 
ragraph was written, that of the l7th was 
npt recollected j though, to say the truth, 
the impudence of these hirelings sets all 

decency as well as tVuth at defiance.- 

The Aheille du Nord was, it seems, to sup¬ 
press that which mightgirc offence to friendly 
governments; and if was because their pub¬ 
lications gave offence to our governtnerU, 
that the Spaniards at Cadiz were found 
fiiult of by our Minister ; and, for having 
given this oflence, the Courier does not 
cpnlent him with demanding an apology; 
no, he would have “ severe punishments” 
inflicted by way of terrific 'example ; he 
calls the crime high treason of the blackest 
die, and, of course, would send the ofi’erKi- 
ers to he hanged and quartered. » AikJ this 
man has the impudence, and that, too, al¬ 
most in the same breath, to attribute the 
grnlle reproof of the Aheille du Nord to 
" the/<ra»’s and the despotism of theru^an” 
Buonaparte.——And, does this man ,^nd 
his associates imagine that they can de¬ 
ceive the world by such invectives ,a.s 
these? Do they imagine, that, because 
they can cajole the people of England ; 
became they can deceive and cheat them, 
they can also deceive and cheat the people 
of the Continent and of America ? Do they 
imagine, that the Editor of the Aheille du 
Nord, for instance, is not able to make a 
comparison between the liberty of the press 
in Denmark and that in England ? Do they 
suppose, that the world are to be made 
noudlcs of like the poor cowed-down 
frlgll'etied wretches who read jheir pur- 
chased pages? Oli, no! 'J’he people of the 
Continent understand this matter very well. 
Ttftey understand the worth of our iiberty of 
the press as vvell as vve do, and, if it wtjre to' 
reach them, the paragraph of the^Courier 
must make them laugh heartily.——When 
the system of deception, of b'ase fraud 
and bypopisy, in the carrying on pf which 
this Courier is one of the agents ; when 
this vile systeu:'of cheatery, this impo.s- 
ture of impostures, will come to an end I 
know not ; bgt, as King as it exists, and I 
exist, it shall have in me, if rvpt a power¬ 
ful, at least an implacable foe. 
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Coi-dNEL M'Mahon’s appointment and 
some other topics must wait till my'nekt. , 

W«. COBBETT. 
Slate Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

‘loth September, 1811. 
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Spain. - Note of the Hotnble Henry Wel¬ 

lesley, the English Minister in , Spain, 
transmitted to Don Eusebio de Bardaxi y. 
Azara, first Secretary of State. Dated 
Cadiz, August 5, \ mi. 

Most Excellent Sir,—I have hitherto 
abstained from calling the attention of the 
Spanish government to the rumours and 
Writings which have for sbmc time been 
circulated in Cadiz, in the belief that ray 
forbearance and moderation might disarm 
those who have endeavoured to weaken 
the bonds of friendship and confidence 
which sOihappily, and with somany ad¬ 
vantages to the causfj have hitherto sub¬ 
sisted between Great Britain ami Spain. 
But the papers that have been published, 
as well as the reports that have been cir¬ 
culated, have at length become so iDjuri- 
ous to the Biitisli good name and cha¬ 
racter, and so adapted to promote the in¬ 
terests of the enemy, and sow disseiitions 
between the allied nations, that I should 
be wanting to the-duties of ray chargft, 
and to ail the sentiments of an Eirglish- 
inan, anxious fur the happy issue of this 
glorious and interesting cause, if I could 
look with indifference on the unjust and 
unfounded calumnies which are daily ac¬ 
cumulated against my country.—To give 
a specimen of the terms in which these 
assertions are conveyed, and which ori¬ 
ginate, as it appears to' me, from a certain 
class of persons, I think it tvill be suffi¬ 
cient to request your Excellency to read 
the subjoined paper, in which are imputed 
to my Sovereign, to his Government, and 
to the British nation, intentions destitute 
of honour and justice, and of good faith, 
and entirely subversive of all the princi¬ 
ples upon which Great Britain has come 
Lrw.ml to aid the cause of the Spanish 
nation. But the cbmplaipts and imputa¬ 
tions contained in this paper, relative to 
the conduct of Great Britain, rumours no¬ 
ticed in the month of March last, are again 
revived,—that the Spanish provinces'bor¬ 
dering on Portugal w^ere placed under the 
military command of Lord J^ellingtoiij 
that the Spanish army was to be placed 
under English officers; and in a word/ 
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withdrawn from subordination to the Spa> 
nish .military authorities, in order to form 
an army truly British. To the British 
Government is also' attributed the design 
of sending to Cadiz a reinforcement of 
troops, sufficient to take possession of this 
city and inland, an^ retain it in the'name 
and possession of his Britannic Majesty.— 
Considering the sacrifices which great 
Great Britain has made in support of the 
Spanisli cause; considering her repeated 
declarations of the conduct which she has 
resolved to observe with respect to the 
Spanish colonies, some of which have been 
published in the Gazette of the Regency; 
con^ulering the decisive proof which she 
has just given of her disinterested views, by 
oflering her mediation between Spain and 
the Colonies which have refused to acknow¬ 
ledge the authority of tlie mother country; 

1 ought to be far from being under the ne¬ 
cessity to refute charges such as those 
contained in this paper. In fact,' it was 
necessary that we should find ourselves in 
a situation so critical as that in which we 
are reduced to the narrow bounds of this 
place, the salvation of which depends on 
harmony and good understanding, so in¬ 
dispensable at all times, but especially at 
this critical moment, to consent to suffer 
the humiliation of vindicating the honour 
of my country, attacked as it has been by 
publications, the malignant tendency of 
' which is sufficiently apparent. Desirous 
Jiowever, to preserve, without the least al- 
. ici ation, the seiitimjjnts of respect and es¬ 
teem with which the two nations are mu¬ 
tually anim’ated, 1 consider myself as under 
an oblig.aiion to deny, in the most positive 
and solemn manner, in the name of his 
Britannic Majesty, that of his Govern¬ 
ment, and that of the whole British nation, 
ail the imputation cf views of aggrandize¬ 
ment, OE territorial acquisition, either in 
Europe or America, at the expense of the 
Spanish nation. With the same positive¬ 
ness, 1 deny that there is any foundation 
for the interpretation given to the notes 
wliich I presented in the month of March 
last, suggesting that the Spanish provinces* 
on the borders otPorlugal should be plac¬ 
ed under the temporary authority of Lord 
Wellington; as by this no taore was in¬ 
tended than to authorise him to derive 
from them the militjiry supplies which 
Pney were capable of furnishing. I, in 
like manner, zoleuinly affirm, that neither 
iny Soveieign nor bis Government had 
any intention to render tbemselv’es masters 
of Cadiz ; and that if any reinforcemenls 
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were sent to this city,-it was s6]<Ijr and 
exclusively itf order to contribute to the 
defence of this important position, and 

preserve it to the Crown of Spain_Lastly, 

I repeat, what on many occasions I have , 
declared to your Excellency, that Great 
Britain in taking part in this contest had 
no other view than to assist the glorious 
efforts of the Spanish nation to recover its 
liberty and independence; and that she 
persevered in it without any idea of her 
own. aggrandizement, or any exclusive 
advantage which she tAight derive from 
the unfortunate circumstances to which 
the Spanish nation has been reduced ; butf 
solely to contribute to the expulsion <of 
the.enemy, and the re-establishment of 
the integrity and independence of the 
Spanish monarchy.—In conclusion, most 
Excellent Sir, 1 earnestly intreat your Ex¬ 
cellency will be pleased to present, with 
the least possible delay, this note to the 
Council of Regency; and I thjnk myself 
obliged to demand from the Spanish Go¬ 
vernment, that all proper publicity may 
be giv^n to jt, in order to prevent the se¬ 
rious consequences which must inevitably 
result, should the Spanish nation once con¬ 
ceive the intentions of the English nation 
to be such as the injurious suspicions 
whiclvlbe rumours and writings circulated 
throughout this city are calculated to -in¬ 
spire.—I have the honour to reiterate to 
your Excellency the assurances of my 
distinguished consideration. (Signed) 

H. Wellesley. 

ANSWER. 

Dated Cadiz, 1th August, 1811. 

Sir ; W’ithout loss of time, 1 presented 
to the Council of Regency the note which 
your Excellency was pleased to transmit 
to me on Ute ^th instant, as well as a copy 
of the paper lately printed and published 
in this city. His Excellency, fully im¬ 
pressed with whatyourExccdlency has been 
pleased to state concerning the malicious 
rumours which have been for some time* 
so industriously circulate'd in these parts, 
has order'd me above all tilings to de¬ 
clare, that Relieving himself as much in¬ 
terested as your Excellency in discredit¬ 
ing reporis and writings which can in the 
ieast degree offend the respect and de¬ 
corum due to his Britannilt^Iajesty, his 
Government, and the English nation, he, 
will most willingly haSten to publish the 
note of your Jbixcellency, with this reply ; 
well persuaded that their publication can¬ 
not fail to undeceive the incautious, who 
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have allowed themselves to Jje seduced by 
people W'ho intend to destroy the friend¬ 
ship and amity which happily, and with¬ 
out the least* inter! option, subsists between 
the two allied nations; and without 
which, neither union nor concord can 
subsist between their respective Govern- 
tnents.—In ;e 2 ;ard to the impulatfons to 
which your Excellency refers in your 
note, considering them as injurious to the 
.August Sovereign as to the Government of 
the British nation, they cannot certainly 
be attributed to tfie generality of the in¬ 
habitants of Cadiz,—of this bulwark of 
'Spanish independence,—much less to the 
nation in gen'eral, which has given so 
many proofs of'its gratitude for the gene¬ 
rous assistance of Great Britain. They 
ean, therefore, have their origin' only in 
the imagination of some individuals, who, 
influenced by the enemy, or carried away 
by therlesire of being singular in their 
opinions ajid writings, a^[)ire at an ephe¬ 
meral celebrity, to which they sacrifice 
the most sacred interests of their country, 
which they do not know or pwefer to their 
own.—Fortunately, the number of persons 
engaged in introducing mistrust between 
the two allied nations is very limited, and 
so very inferior to those who properly 
appreciate the generous ellbrts of . Great 
Britain in the present contest, that they 
can never obt-ain the end which they have 
proposed: but rather, on the contrary, 
the artifice employed by the enemy lo 
sow discord being once known, as well as 
the instruments made use of, both will be 
included in the execration of all good 
Spaniards, who, without dispute, consti¬ 
tute the greater part of those who compose 
this vast monarchy.—Nothing proves so 
much what I have stated, vs the injurious 
suspicions which accompany the reports 
and rumours spread respecting the pre¬ 
tended occupation of Cadiz by the troops 
of his Britannic Majesty, to which the 
French have contributed from the first 
day they presented themselves before tips 
place for the purpose of introducing dis¬ 
cord^ .and producing mistrust in the minds 
of its inhabitants. The object, of this im¬ 
posture being known, it w'ill not be diffi¬ 
cult to comprehend the views of those 
who are so cage/" in circulating and giving 
credit to thefii'; but the public in reading 
the concluding expressions of your Excel- 
Uncy on this-poinf, and well persuaded 
before, that the two Governments cannot 
do less than agree in respect tu the num¬ 
ber of troops necessary for the de/ence of 


so important a position, will remain tran¬ 
quil in the confidence with which the 
Government muit inspire them, and in the 
good faith gf the British Cabinet.—The 
same Council of Regency has more, than 
once been the mark of calumnies, more or 
less injurious, both in words and writings; 
but certain ofits rectitude of conduct, and 
that nothing could be Attached with the 
least foundation, contrary to the ^ecorjum 
and dignity of its representation; .tho¬ 
roughly satisfied that it has its support .in 
the opinion of the good, his Excellency 
has in consequence charged me to inform 
your Excellency, that the Spanish nation, 
as well as its Government, far from pity¬ 
ing attention to the insidious remarks with 
which the enemy has continually endea¬ 
voured lo dissolve the firm bonds which 
unite the two powers, are completely con¬ 
vinced that nothing but the combined ef. 
forts of‘both can bring to a glorious con¬ 
clusion the arduous enterprise for which 
they have fought; ,and they are therefore 
penetrated with the just gratitude they 
owe Great Britain, for the lively interest 
with which, from the commencement of 
the war, it has protected and assisted 
Spain in defence ofits King, and political 
independence.—The expressions contain¬ 
ed in this reply, and the sincere protes¬ 
tation, that the. Council of Regency ar- 
dtiiilly desires, a.s your Excellency must 
know, to every day draw closer the rela¬ 
tions of friendship and recit)r(jcal confi¬ 
dence between both nriions, will, without 
doubt, suffice lo calm the inquietude 
which momentarily was excited in the 
mind of your Excellency by the rumours 
and writings which gave occasion to your 
Excellency’s note ; and at the same time, 
i flatter m)’self, will eiiyure the continua¬ 
tion of the aids which the painful .situation 
of Spain renders so indispensable, in order 
to happily conclude the heroic contest in 
which it is Engaged, and whose success 
must nece.ssarily be promoted through the 
united elibrts of the two united nations. I 
reiterate to your Excellency my great 
iesteem and consideration. God preserve 
your Excellency many years. 

Euseuio de Baudaxi V Azara. 


Spain. - Decree of the Cortes, 1 9th qf June 

, l^U. 

1 . The Mediation o^red by Great 
Britain, for the purpose of conciliating the. 
Provinces of America, is accepted. 

&. The indispensible basis must be, the 
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submission of the Provinces t<J acknow¬ 
ledge and swear allegiance to the Cortes 
and the liovernment, and to name Deputies 
who shall represent them in the said 
Cortes, and shall incorporate themselves 
with the other Rs^presentatives o^f the 
Nation. • 

3. That all hostilities shall be recipro¬ 
cally suspended, afid all persons, of either 
parly, wffo are prisoners, shall be set free. 

4i. That the pretensions of the Provinces 
at variance with the Pdother Country 
(disiciente.s) shall he heard, and attention 
paid to them as tar as justice will permit. 

5. At the expiration of eight months 
from the commencement of the negocia- 
tion, or sooner if possible, a Report of the 
progress of it shall be made to the Spanish 
Government. 

6 . Great Britain shall be permitted, dur¬ 
ing the negociulinn, to trade with the said 
provinces, it being left to the Corte^ to 
consider whether they shall be admitted 
to a share of thb trade with all the pro¬ 
vinces of America. 

7. The negoeiation must be concluded 
within fifteen months. 

8 . ‘If, at the expiration of that time, it is 
not accomplished. Great Britain shall sus¬ 
pend all intercourse with the Provinces pt 
variance with Spain, and shall assist the 
Mother Country in bringing them back to 
their duty. 

9. The Government, in its answer to the 
English Miniiiter, shall previously explain 

• to him the motives which have induced it 
to accept the mediation, and to preserve 
its honour. 

Remarks, on the above Decree, published in 

the English hired print, //icCol’rieh, of the 

A'th Sept. 1811. 

We are too w'ell aware of the perplex¬ 
ing dilTiculties, with which the leading 
Patriots of the Peninsula are environed, to 
inculpate harshly or without reluctance 
even the present Regency of Spain. With' 
far greater pain do we feel ourselves called 
on to arraign the measures, or to question 
the motives of the Spanisjj Cortes, from the* 
newness of the members to the science of 
legislation, and the arts of government, 
and the strangeness of the circumstances 
which require all the helps of the maturest 
and most manifold ervperiencc, united to 
an intuition and .foresight which no expe¬ 
rience can of itself supply. We have 
systematically, and from the yery coiu- 
Diencement of their arduous struggle, both 
reprobated and exposed the ungenerous 


scorn, and noteless impblittc than irrational 
abuse, with which the speakers and jour¬ 
nalists attached to the Grenville party or 
the Burdelt faction, have at all times slan¬ 
dered the successive governments of Spain, . 
and not seldom the Spaniards in general. 
Tliegiant size of the dangers which assailed 
the insurgent nation on all sides we saw 
no less plainly than they, and measured 
far more dislinetl-y; because we did not 
look tit them through the confusion and 
exaggerating mist of panic and party- 
passions, and because *we reflected on 
them, which these .writers neither did or 
could lio, from the habitual pros^ation oP 
their spirits before that shapeless blaze 
with which unexampled success had in¬ 
vested unexampled iniquity. We were 
among the first too in preparing the public 
mind for the obstacles likely to arise from 
the prejudices and defects of the Spa¬ 
niards, obstacleswhich ever appeared to us 
more truly formidable than th^ numbers, 
skill, and veteran courage of their invaders, 
and which at all times damped the conh- 
deiicc *vith«which we should otherwice' 
have predicted the ultimate success of the 
invaded ‘ nation. We never presumed to 
affirm unconditionally the final triumph of 
the righteous cause; but'we did, and still 
do veature to anticipate, that if it fail, it 
will not be solely or principally by the 
armies of Napoleon, but through folly, 
languor, and treachery on the part of 
Spain itself^ through the unnatural aid 
afforded to her oppressors, the indo¬ 
lence, mismanagement, bigotry, and cow¬ 
ardly selfishness of her great landed proprie¬ 
tors, whose own estates (an awei'ul truth, 
not confined tothePeninsula.yet sirangely 
oveiiooked in the common presumptions 
of patriotism), jwhose own vast estates, we 
say, are t^ribes to them against their own 
country. The war with France presented 
to our minds evils far le-ss fatal than the 
civil war between the good and the bad 
among the Spaniards themselves, than tli«^ 
ci^vil war between the heroic and defective 
qualities of the Spanish character itself-— 
between ‘patience and fortitude, and con¬ 
tempt of depth, strong nationality and use¬ 
ful antipathies on the one hand, and lan¬ 
guor, waiiA of foresight, and indiscreet ap¬ 
plication to their allies; of feelings which 
should have been either suspended or re¬ 
served for their enemies, of jealous pride, 
religious zeal, and thartll-iinied overween¬ 
ing sense of tfaeir own self-sufficingness, in 
which their national haughtiness aofs the 
unconscious pandar for their national iloth. 
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Rut while We Were alive and broad awake 
to these depressing truth's, we could not, 
however, < look at these defects in a sepa¬ 
rate thought from the virtues with which 
they are in fact, alas! too indissolubly in- 
lei blended, or from the honourable feelings 
xvhicli are the common source of both— 

-twy-strflatning fount, 

AVheve good and evjl flow, honey and gall! 

Afrove all, for liiat can never be too 
ofitn said, vviiich never can be too oi’len 
iccoilecled, we could not forget, and we 
have never ceased to remind the public, 
that with nil their faults and prejudices, 
»and ihOc miserable blunders or treachery 
of tlieir leaders, the Spaniards have endur¬ 
ed more, done more, and eflecled more 
against the common enemy of civilized 
Immaiilly, than all the, Corn is, veteran 
CofiM.i3!i(lers,and disciplined armies of the 
wlioio Continent—more in four years than 
all the rest of continental Europe for al¬ 
most twenty. And W€»have been accus¬ 
tomed to seal up the whole vrith the one 
home-truth, that if we are fighting the bat- 
tj,es of Spain abroad, the Spaniards are 
fighting the battles of Great Britain in 
theic own country, at the price of itsjle- 
vastation, and with their own ruined cot¬ 
tages,, fields, and vineyards before their 
eyes.—Our readers will, many oLthem, 
perhaps, think it unnecessary for us to 
liave thus anxiously prefaced the follow¬ 
ing animadversions on the general mea¬ 
sures of the Cories, and especially on its 
Decree of June the 19th; but vve well 
knew the triumph, with which any appa¬ 
rent deviation on oiir part from our former 
hopes and predilections for the Spanish^ 
cause would be blazoned forth by the Party, 
which has signalized itself by its despair 
and abuse of the .Spanish .combatants, in 
the ordinary vehicle of its destruction ; 
and that it would probably be attributed 
lo influent es which we disown, and to a 
clnuige of opinion el.sewliere which, were 
it as ivue as we believe -it false, we have 
*lio means of knowing. We held it pot 
unwise thcicfuke to preclude the .charge, 
as far as it is in our pow'cr : ‘ that is, to 
take away its plausibility,and,disarm it for 
the-candid and dispassionate. In many 
points have our wishes been disappointed 
in one only our expectations. We tonfesc, 
that misled fcy nistorical analogies, chiefly 
of America, and not duly appreciating, or 
rathcr at that tinie'^dwelliug on the eftects 
of English descent, Englishdaws, customs, 
. literature, religion, and conneclion on the 
chaiacter of the first American Revolution¬ 


ists, we bad expected too much from the 
convocation .of the Cortes in Spain : and 
though we still believe, tha,t this measure 
has been of advantage, and still hope that 
it will become more so, yet on the whole, 
vve confess that we have been disap¬ 
pointed. As to the importance of , a Re¬ 
presentative Body during a revolutionary 
war, our opinions remkin hnchanged; but 
had we, at any earlier periodltave been 
as well acquainted with the measures and 
results of the Cortes summoned in the war 
of the succession> we should have been less 
sanguine in our expectations of finding in 
the present Cortes all those essentials, 
which must combine to render a body of 
men assembled, a genuine Representative 
Body.—We may proceed to the measure, 
which has occasioned these prefatory re¬ 
marks. The decree in question respects a 
point of the deepest interest to Great Bri¬ 
tain, and of Spain herself, *both directly 
and indirectly. It is obviou.s, that had 
there been nothing objfcctionable .ia the 
different articles of the Decree, yet the 
Decree itself would remain, in its domestic 
beatings, an encroachment of the Legis¬ 
lature on the Executive Power, and one 
sad specimen among too many others, 
both of ignorance as to the principles of a 
just Government, and of that all-meddling 
disposition incident to bodies of men sud¬ 
denly invested with a power, for which ^ 
neither their education had fitted, or their 
former habits prepared them ; while in its 
foreign relations, it was surely imprudent,' 
needlessly and prematurely to obtrude on 
the public attention the only point, in 
which the interests of Spain, whenever she 
shall have been re:established in her in¬ 
tegrity, and those of her zealous Ally, can 
be thought to stand in opposition to -each 
other: the future interests of Spain, not 
the present, and in truth according to our 
convictions her supposed rather than her 
real interests. What measure more fatal 
to the hopes of the Peninsula could Napo¬ 
leon have dictated to his emissaries and 
secret agents than ere the battle was half 
fought to stir up jealousies and heart-burn¬ 
ings among the allied vrombatants them¬ 
selves concerning the fruits of their vic¬ 
tory ?—Such would have been the cha¬ 
racter of the Decree, from its very title 
and object; and tJie contents are every 
way answerable: 'The various accessary 
and aggravating reasons dv^ducible from 
the temper, constitution, and past treat¬ 
ment of the Colonies, and the present cir¬ 
cumstances of the Mother Country, we 



37^] SEPTEMBER 21, 1811—, 1^71* 


shall reserve for an after discussion: at 
present, we confine ourselves to such ob¬ 
jections, as lie on, or rather put out from, 
the surface of the articles themselves. 
We scarcely need notice the hostile feel¬ 
ing and absurd pride,-betrayed in the se¬ 
lection of tj^e absolute and offensive word, 
Bubipission, in the 2d article, or the same 
haughtiness combine with injustice in the 
tone and jpirit of the fourth. Proposals 
so Arorded might Buonaparte make to an 
insurrectionary town, which he had be¬ 
leaguered, in the insolence of ostentatious 
clemency; but such a body of Represen¬ 
tatives should at no lime make to their 
constituents or fellow-subjects—how much 
less then the present imperfect, though 
perhaps blamelessly imperfect, Cortes in 
the present circumstances of Spain ? But 
if these articles are to be lamented, as 
having a direct tendency, and -almost 
seeming to imply a design, to. silienate 
their South American countrymen, far 
more; must we regret the sixth and eighth, 
as equally unjust anti irritating both 
to the Colonies and to Great Britain. 
When we recall the enthusiastic gene¬ 
rosity, with which the latter, without mak¬ 
ing a single condition, without extorting 
a single promise in her own behali', poured 
and has continued to pour into Spain, hPr 
clothing, arms, treasures, and the very 
pride and pith of her military force, with 
a confiding liberality which placed its last 
itep to the uttermost limit of prudence, 
^and which halted not but in obedience to 
the paramount duty of self-preservation, 
when vve rtf-peruse the strong and glowing 
language, in which the noblest Spanish 
patriots, and the very Cortes itself, con¬ 
veyed their gratitude and expressed their 
admiration ; when we reflect, that the 
conduct of the British Government was 
the orga^ and interpreter of an almost uni¬ 
versal sentiment in the British nation, and 
that the Tyrant himself has officially at¬ 
tributed the prolongation of the contest, 
and the delay of his success, to the circum¬ 
stance, that Great Britain had, for the first 
time, come forward as a principal in a mi¬ 
litary war; as we could never have ex¬ 
pected, so can we not even now derive 
from the noble character of -uncorrupted 
Spanish Patriots, a niggardly doling out 
of returns, not in the measures of grati¬ 
tude, or even of a wise, and liberal policy, 
but in the spirit of a hard bargain, so 
much for necessity, and so much in ex¬ 
pectation of a greater gain in repayment! 
You may trade for 15 months to the revo¬ 


lutionary Colonies, first, because we er- 
pect from you-'a restoration of their exclu¬ 
sive possession to ourse.lves, and which w# 
ourselves cannot achieve; and secondly, 
because it is out of oiir power to prevent 
you, or to receive any advantages from * 
them but through yon but whether we 
shall grant the privilege, where it as yet 
remains in our power to prevent you, that 
must be matter for future consideration. 

In other words, our deci-sion will depend 
on the result of a struggle between, our 
hopes and fears, whethev by this very pre¬ 
vention we shall or shall not be likely to 
throw the yet unrevolted into a coyimunity, 
of means and aims with the revolutionary 
colonies. However w'e in England may 
appreciate the wisdom of the scruple, yet 
the Cortes, as Spaniards, ought assuredly 
neither to forget or under-rate the notori¬ 
ous fact, that we might have acquired the 
exclusive trade of the Spanish Settlements, 
if we would hav« bribed them from the 
mother country, at that time'our open 
enemy, by an ofler of independence. 
That our Cpnimanders were prohihitejd 
from making them this offer, let this pro¬ 
hibition he politic or impolitic, could only 
hafe proceeded from the sacred principle 
of doing as we would that others should do 
to us.—But if the sixth article he, as we 
have sTiewn, at once impolicy and mean¬ 
ness of spirit, the eightli is characterised 
by tfie most glaring extravagance, and a 
folly of short-sighted selfishness almost 
suicidal. From Great Britain hitherto we 
have received our chief and amplest sup¬ 
ports. Stripped of our colonics, from (rieat 
Britain alone can we receive any assist¬ 
ance. And yet while we add year after 
year to her burthens, we demand of her 
that she shall stop up the very channels 
by which she may in part recruit her re¬ 
sources, anti while we want treasures which 
we by our ojvn strength are unable to pro¬ 
vide, we will prevent our ally from pro¬ 
curing them for us. The blood of her no¬ 
blest children is lavished in our behalf^* 
atfd ye{ as far as in us lies we will deprive 
their mother of the very means, by which 
she is to furnish them with arms, of ths. 
gold and silver, for which alone the Spanish 
farmers wjll supply them with foodr And 
^en the iqodest request, that if we fail to 
reconcile the colonists, as a’h^aimon friend, 
W'e should hasten to cut their throats, as 
volunteer enemies anti* substitute comba¬ 
tants against 9 ur own interests—this really 
is folly that might lead even a reluctant 
mind to a suspicion of more than folly. 
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Must we not ask% w.bat is the state of those 
colonies? And hcTw .caine> they to this 
state? and what nieasures hafe you taken 
to amend it ?—But of this on a following 
day. 


Portugal. —Extracts of Dispatches from 
Baron Douro of Wellesley and Viscount 
Wellington of Talavera and of IVelling- 
, ton, and Conde de Vimisra, to Earl Li¬ 
verpool, one of the Secretaries qf Slate. 
Published in the London Gazettes of dif¬ 
ferent dates, as'under stated. 

Suinta Joao, July 18, 1S11. 
* The Army of Portugal broke up from 
their position on the Guadianaon the 14th 
instant, and have moved towards Trujfillo. 
I have not yet heard that any troops had 
passed that town towards Almaraz; or that 
the cavalry which had been about Tala¬ 
vera and Lobon, had retired further than 
Merida.—They jre fortifying the Old 
Oastle of Medellin, us well as that at Trux- 
iilo.—-Genera? Blake embarked his corps in 
the mouth of the Guadiana on the tith. As 
s&on as General Blake’s coi'ii^ embarked, 
the body of the enemy’s troops, which 
had marched towards the Guadiana, and 
had turned towards Cartaja, retired from 
the frbntier towards St. Lucar,—-I under¬ 
stand that the troops belonging to the 
fourth corps, which Marshal Soult had 
brought into Estramadura, have maruhed 
towards Granada. There is nothing new 
on the side of Valladolid, excepting that 
Joseph Buonaparte had returned to Spain, 
and, it is said, arrived at Burgos with an 
escort of about three thousand men on the 
5lh instant. 

Porlalegre, July 25, 18 H. 
The enemy’s cavalry left Merida on the 
morning of the 17th. The enemy have 
since continued their march upon Alma¬ 
raz ; and on the 20tb, one division of in¬ 
fantry had arrived at Placentia. On the 
satue day Marshal Marmont was at Ai* 
.piaraz, and other divisions had marched 
upon Truxillo in the same direction. One 
division of infantry and some cavalry still 
Remained at Truxillo according to the last 
accounts.—There is nothing crew in the 
North. Joseph Buonaparte was at Valla¬ 
dolid on the 10th, and proceeded on the 
12th bo his journey towards Madrid. • 

Castello Branco, Aug. I, 1811. 
I have moved ll^e whole army to their 
left.' I propose that they shall take up 
their cantonments in Lower^eira, instead 
of Alentejo.—Th« army of Portugal re- 
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main in the position which I informed 
your Lordship that they occupied in my 
dispatch of the 25th July, excepting that 
the division at Placenti? has extended 
through the mountains to Bejar and Banos. 
—By a letter from Gerteral Silviera of the 
21st of July, which 1 received on the 26th, 
1 learnt that General Santocii^es had re¬ 
tired with the army of.GsvIlicia from the 
neighbourhood of Astorga to ^lancanal 
on the I7th, in consequence of Marshal 


Bessieres having collected at Benavente 
a force consisting of 11,000 infantry and 
1,500 cavalry. 

Fuentc Guidaldo, Aug. 31, 1811. 

The enemy have made no movement of 
any importance since I addre.ssed your 
Lordship on the 14tli. On that evening a 
detachment, consisting of about one thou¬ 
sand two hundred infantry and,cavalry, 
arrived at Guta, which is on the .south side 
of the .mountains which separate Castile 
from Estramadura; and on the following 
morning they surpri.sed a small picquetin 
St. Martin de Trebejo, under Lieutenant 
Wood, of the 1 )th Light Dragoons, whom 
they made prisoner with ten men, and 
went oil'that evening to Moralego, and on 
the next morning to Monte Hermoso. 


COUNT DE LILLE (Louis XVIII.) 
The London Gazette of Saturda}' the 
7th of September, 1811, contains an Ad¬ 
vertisement, oftering 200/. Reward for the 
discovery of the author or'sender of the 


following 


'flireatenidg 


Letters sent to 


this person, and which Letters are stated, 
in the Advertisement, to have been as 
follows: 

Whitehall, Sept. 1, 1811. 

Whereas it has been humbly repre¬ 
sented to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, that various anonymous jthreatbn- 
ing Letters have been sent to the Count 
De Lille, and others of the French Princes, 
of which the following are extracts;— 

No. L. 

A. Monsr. 

Count De Lille 
Hartwell House * 

Aylesbury 

Bucks 

You are of a bad Race, mercy is in tb« 
Protestant, you imposing Vagabonds Die 
by nostra manus. ' 

I visit your House evefy week you 
damn'd Villain—^look at yoiir Effigie in¬ 
closed. 
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No. U.. 

The Count de Lille French Refugee 
Halford House 

Aylesbury 

Bucks 

signed Gordnnius. 

Bone offerecf a Dutcby for • your 
Head, he snail have it. 

Mind, a good Boat and many of us 
Prisoners^F War will seize on you, put 
you*into it at Yarmouth you Enemy of 
Europe. A Man can die but once you 
Vagabond Louis. 

No. III. 

The Count Lille 
Hartwell House 
Aylesbury 
Bucks 

Your proceedings will not do, onr in¬ 
tentions have been delayed in hopes of 
something being abjured or done on your 
part and the Prisoners of War your coun¬ 
trymen restored to their Native land our 
party encrcase very strong against you 
and only temporize for a time, bnt many 
are near your Person of our Party which 
makes us snre of our designs. So if I do 
not get my Friends home you shall be ar¬ 
rested, murdered, shot or slain. Charlotte 
Corday shall visit you first. You are at 
onr Bar and renounce, adjure, or die Ijy 
our hands. 

No. IV. 

Le Comte De Lille 

Halford House 
. near Aylesfiiiry , 

Bucks. 

You shall be attacked from iis in our 
Prison Wincanlon, Crediton, Tiverton, 
and other Places. 

No.V. 

is Highness’s 
uke de Berri 
or De Oonde 
or De Lille 
Wimbledon. 

If there be any commotion among the 
People. The Populace know the Road to 
the House you live at. Resign your pre¬ 
tensions, live-in peace, or.be overcome, in 
L’Assyle. « 

Given at onr association of Warning. 

(Here follows an offer of a reward of 
2001. for discovery.) 


Hayti. CSf- Doininqo) - Coronation of 

tke Negro King and Slueen, 2nd June, 

1811 . * 

At Cape Francois (Cape Henry now) 
great preparations were, on the 27th May, 


making for the Coronation of their Bla- 
jesties of Hayti, to take place on the fol¬ 
lowing Sunday, previo'usly to which a 
number of his favourite Generals were en- 
ndbled, some made Princes, some 
some Counts, some Barons, some Chevaliers; * 
this new creation could not but astonish , 
the gaping muUilude, little used to such 
sights, by the splendour of their appro¬ 
priate dresses, some of purple, some of 
blue, some of white silk or satin, richlV 
ornamented, whilst embroidered cloaks or 
mantles gracefully flowed from their 
shoulders, and their heads covered with 
gold laced hats, turned up in front with a, 
button and plume, exliihited a likeness of 
the ancient nobilitj', as they are fepre-» 
sented in some of our old painiings.—^Tho 
previous matters being arranged, the ce- 
remon 3 ' that next took place was the con¬ 
secration of the national standard or co¬ 
lours, which was performed with great 
pomp by the nrchbishofr, who they say is 
a German, and a man of some Erudition; 
but the grand business of all, and that 
which far outshines ‘all the rest, was the 
coronation oT their Majesties, which took 
place on Sunday the 2nd of June, in a large 
.squtire called the Champ de Mars, where 
temporary canopies and coverings ^ were 
erected for that purpose. ' This day was 
usherefl in by ringing of bells, bands of 
music, innumerable <iischarges of camion, 
and every demonstration of joj-. About 
seven o’clock, their Maje.sties in their 
state carriage, drawn by eight vihite horses, 
.'itteiided by Madame Dessalines, in her 
cun iage and six, .and the oilier nobility, 
in such carriages as the\r could procure,.- 
Inilliaiilly attired, proceeded to the 
Champ de Mars, where his royal Majesty, 
with the Queen, left their carriage, and 
ascended a teifiporary throne, richly or¬ 
namented i here the Kitig, having pre- 
viou^y put a Crown of gold, richly fur¬ 
nished with" precious stones, upon his 
head, now took it ofl', and delivered it, 
with another for the Queen, into the hacids - 
of'the Archbishop, who, crowmed their 
, Haytiafi Majesties, with all the pomp and 
ceremonies used on such great occasions. 
Thus graced* hy the diadem, to which also 
they .addod grace, this august pair retired 
into the royal tent, with the Archbishop 
and some of the great offic?r^j>f state, and 
there received the holy sacraments; 
which being finished, Jtheir Majesties de¬ 
scended, and having taken their carriage, 
attended in the same manner, returned to 
the Palace, where they held a Levee, and 
receiyed “the congratulations of the No- , 
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bitity and Gentry,.on the ampicioos oc¬ 
casion, and also the c<»np>i(nent8 of Cup- 
tain Douifim and Captain O'Grady of the 
British Navy, whose ships were seen at 
anchor in fhe port. After the Levee, at 
about tvvo o’clock, their Majesties and the 
Nobility, in the same order of procession, 
repaired to another square, where r under 
the shade of the entwined boughs, well 
Arranged for the purpose, a repast, con- 
MSting of 600 covers, was prepared, to 
which all the English and American mer¬ 
chants were invited, and where Captains 
Douglas and O’Grady had the first places 
, of honour. At this entertainment, the 
King, rising from liis seat, gave the fol¬ 
lowing toast: " My Brother, the Kirig of 
Great Britain,” which was drank with 
three times three; to which he added, 
** may he prosper and be successful against 
Buemapiirte, and continue the barrier be¬ 
tween that tyrant and this kingdom.” 
The next toast wss given by the Arch¬ 
bishop, ^ The King of Hayti,” which 
was also drank with three times three. 
'After this their Majesties returned in the 
same order to the Palace, before* which 
a great body of troops, to the number of 
near ten thousand,, paraded for a 16’ng 
time, every company preceded by its band 
of music, which, together with the inces¬ 
sant firing of guns, ringing of belBj and 
rude shouts of the populace, almost^ stu- 
pified the senses. The Royal Cavalcade 
then took a ride about the town, and scat¬ 
tered money in great profusion among the 
people ; and the business of this great day 
was at length concluded with splendid il¬ 
luminations, and an Opera at the Theatre.^ 
On Monday, 3rd of June, high mass loas 
celebrated, and the Te Deurn sung, at the 
Cathedral; after which their Majesties 
had a Levee, and received the compli¬ 
ments of the Nobility and Gentry, and 
the evening was concluded with illumina¬ 
tions, and a Comedy at the Theatre. 

.{Iayti. —Royal Ordinance.— Renewing the 
prohibitions made to foreign "Merchants, 
established in our Kngdom, to sell in re¬ 
tail the cargoes consigned to them, and to 
fix-the quantity of each kindsof Mercluin- 
dize they are to selL 

Ifeary I, by' the grace of God, and qf 
thifr consthuUaflal Law of the State, to all 
whom these presents may come greeting : 
Beiqg ihfonned that lhe foreign merchants 


established incur kingdom, do not con¬ 
form to the regulations of the 15th of Oc¬ 
tober, ISOt, which forbid them to sell in . 
retail the cargoes ■ they receive. That . 
frequent complaints have been made tons 
by the foreign merchants relative to the 
difficulty of recovering theamownt of their 
goods disposed in retail, to Haylian shop¬ 
keepers : Wishing to patai^ end to all such 
complaints, and afibrd to foreign traders 
greater facility for the recovering, from 
Haytian shop-keepers, the amount of the 
sales of the cargoes confided to them. We 
have ordered and do order what follows: 
—Art. I.— We renew, as far as is neces¬ 
sary, the prohibitions made in the above- 
mentioned Ordinance, of the 15th October, 
1804-, to all Captains of foreign vessels ar¬ 
riving in any of the ports of our kingdom, 
of selling their cargoes in retail to either 
shop keepers or individuals.— II. —No fo¬ 
reign merchant, who shall have vessels 
consigned to him, shall be permitted to sell 
the cargoes to another foreign merchant, 
nor have them sold by retail by women in 
their keeping; and three mouths, begin¬ 
ning the first instant, is allowed to those 
to whom this may apply, to set off their 
stock, and close their stores.— III.— The 
foreign merchants shall not be allowed to 
sell a smaller quantity of merchandize 
than what are here designated, to wit : 
10 barrels beef, 10 ditto pork, 25 cases 
soap, 10 ditto candies, 10 firkins butter, 
10 ditto lard, U> baskets or boxes sweet 
oil, S do. codfish, 20 cases do". 20 bis. flour, 

5 pipes wine, 10 cases do. 6 bis. lamp 
oil, 5 hhds. beer or porter, hats; shoes, &c. 
or the case or bbl. cheese and hams of 
bacon wholesale, cordials, do. dry goods 
by the bale, case, trunk, bbl. hhd. without 
retailing any by the piece or ell,— IV.— 
Whomsoever shall act in contravention to 
the present Ordinance shall forfjeit 3,000 
dollars for the first otlence ; and in case of 
a repetition, double that sum, and three 
months imprisonment.—We do order that 
ihese presents, to which is affixed our 
Royal Seal, be addressed to all the courts 
and tribunals of justice, and administrative 
authorities ; that they be entered on their 
records; that they observe them, and 
cause them to be observed throughout the 
kingdom ; and that our Minister of Justice 
be charged with its execution.'—Done at 
Cape Henry, the isih June, hSII.year 
8 of the independence. ‘ Henry. 
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“ There is now notjjing thSt the Prince may, wish to do for any one attached to his person (so that 
the party to be serred meddle not with p’olitks), which will not be readily and cheerfully ime. Nay, 
I Biwuld not wonder, if Mr, Tierney and another or two were to be admitted into the buildings at 
Whitehall j bqt,, as for the Ministry-Makers, the men of “ stake,” never will they again put theit 
*' nmes into those buildings. “But, at the end of a year, the Restrictions will expire.” So they 
“ Kill i blit, a year is a long while: many things happen in a' year; and if all other matters hold toge- 
“ ther till Febrnary next, Mr. Perceval must be a very lame man indeed if he be not then more power- 
*.* fill than he now is, and if the Prince have not much stronger reasons for keeping him than be had for 
•‘ choosing him.”-POLITICAL REGISTER, Vol. XIX. page 311, Feb. 6, 1611. — 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Col. M'Mahon’s Sinecure. —— For 
now nearly twenty years the people of 
this “ msnt thMing nation,*' as the sine¬ 
cure placeman, Lord Stormont, once called 
them, at the beginning of the French Re¬ 
volution; for now nearly twenty years, 
this most thinking people have been told, 
that it is necessary for them to give their 
money freely, in order to save them and 
their dear wives and children from the 
horrible effects of Jacobinical principles, 
from confusion and uproar, from robbery, 
violation and murder, and, what has been 
still more loudly insisted on, from atheism. 
It was very difficult, to be sure, for any peo¬ 
ple to see in their giving their mo¬ 

ney could preserve them from atheism. Yet, 
this thinking, this “ most thinking nation" 
do seem to .have believed the fact; and, 

I trust, that our chiMren, in speaking of it, 
will not forbear from those expressions of 
contempt, for which so degrading a fact, 
a ffict so disgraceful to human intellect, 
calls with so audible a voice. Yes, let it be 
remembered; let it be told through the 
world; and let it be handed down to pos¬ 
terity, that the people of England were 
told hy’Old George Rose and many others, 
who were receiving large sums annually 
outof the public money in the way of sine- 
(Hires and pensions; that by these m^ 
the people of. England were unblnshingly 
told, that, to preserve them and their chil>^ 
dren from atheism, they must continue to 
make pecuniaTy'sacrifices; and. Oh! inde¬ 
lible disgrace! the people of England, or, 
gt least, many of them, believed what was 
thus told then*; or, which is still worse, 
they afifected to beliete it, in order to dis¬ 
guise their baseness in keeping silence 

under such an abominable insult.-And 

yetweaffecttodespise those whi^giveprirsls 
money to say masses for them: we atfect 
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to laugh at those who give their money at 
the shrines of Saints, with a view of thereby 
obtaining safety to their souls. But, le 
there in this any ^hing so absurd, so des¬ 
picably stupid, so wretchedly base, as for 
a whole nation, or, at least, a great majo¬ 
rity of it, to believe, or afiect to believe, 
that it was necessary to give immense 
sums of money to sinecure placemen and 
pensioners, in order to preserve the nation 
in the enjoyment (to use a phrase of Old 
Georgfe Rdse) of “ the blessed con^&rts 
“ of religion f” George, who was, I 
believe, about thirty years ago, a purser 
of a man of war, now, together with 
one of his sons, receives from the "pubUc, 
upwards of TEN THOUSAND POUNDS 
a year. They have been in the receipt of 
a sum equal to this for nearly twenty 
years past; and a considerable portion of 
It is to be paid them Jbr life; George, who 
has, during the war against France, writ¬ 
ten upon the subject of politics, has, in 
these his writings, told the most thinking 
people of England, that, they had their 
choice, either to make great pecuniary sa~ 
crifices, or, to be deprived <^' the blessed 
comforts qf religion, and to be made atheists: 
that is ta say, that if they did not give 
their money freely, they would be damn¬ 
ed to all eternity.-This i^ the fair, 

the clear, the indubitable meaning of 
that part of his writings which 1 here a]? 
lude to; and which I would quote at full 
length, had I not done it |bo lately, in my 

letters to the People of Salisbury.-- 

George may have done no more than 
many others, and no more than is done by 
every Jiiethodist Preacher who wants to 
“live well upon the labrmr of his truly 
sheep-Hke flock. Rut, w1 Ral shall be said 
of the people of England, who belkoed him, 
or affected to believe him ? VVhat shall be 
said of Vheii stupidity, or their baseness ? 
The little child, in Somersetshire, who 
O 
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lateljF ^ Wif.cS vSoncf to jm'veta her 
from tormenting^ her, is not ^ OT laughed 
at-by " this moir thinking {people and, 
indeed. I can form idea of no felly ►of 
no stupidity , of m baaeiies<t. equal to this 
belief ur wectatioB of beHeC on the part 
of the peopio of England.—r—Let us take 
o»e more look backw«H-d before we (fff for¬ 
ward.——The people of France, whom we 
hajl, for ages, called gloves, had' , risen 
upon, their masters. They had declared 
that tilieyi* would no longer be sloves. 
They had refused any longer to be com- 
polled to hake their bread at other mens’ 
evens and, to pay a toll for it. The poor 
had refused to make the roads, without 
being paid for it, for the rich to rLdp 
upon. The former and the land-owner 
had resolved to kill game upon their own 
property and possessions without being 
liable to be punished for it, and they had 
also resolved that others should no longer 
comejthere and kill their game and destroy 
their property with impunity. The people 
of Fl-ance had resolved no longer to give 
one tenth part of all the fruits of earUi to 
priests and monks. These resolutions 
were no sooner known in England, than, 
by some, a cry was set up, that the 
French, were about to destroy all religion, 
and social order, and to make all the world 
Atheists! There seemed to be no cojinec- 
tion'between the two things. It seemed 
not to be at all necessary, that Atheism 
should be the consequence of an abolition 
of feudal tyranny and ecclesiastical exac¬ 
tions ; but the most thinking people of. 
England were persuaded to believe that 
this consequence was a necessary one, and 
they acted accordingly. They have, from 
that day to this been carrying on a war 
against France, which war, though its 
object was changed, was* begun as a 
war against principles, as a war against 
Atheism, as a war, to use the words of 
George Rose, for the preservation of the 
•• blessed con\foTis of religion con¬ 

sequences of having tho? acted arqnow be¬ 
fore us and are fost coming upon us, Thitf 
war, from sixteen millions a year, has 
swelled our taxes to seventy millions a 
year. It has spread misery aidongst the 
poor from one end of the kingdom to the 
other.' It has caused many thousands of 
the most indu)^>us and enterprising peo¬ 
ple to emigrate from the country. • It has 
caused the current Qoin of the realm to 
give-pfacfe to a degraded paper currency. 
It has, in short, been productive of every 

evil that a nation can experience.-In 

looking forward,!should have been*happy 
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; to he able to say that I saw t fwoipect of 
a change of system; but truth compels 
me to say, that I now see no such pros- 

]ieet. -When his Royal Highness the 

; Priacaof Wales wascoostituled.Begett4aU 
the persona with whom 1 bad an opportu* 
nity of'conversing uporf the subjecC 
very anxious in their hopes great 

changes might be expected.* They saw in 
the character of the Prince, generally* 
what they regarded aa good grounds of 
such an expectation. They had, indeed, 
no’proof that he would adopt a new sys-i 
tem ; but they thought, that experience* 
that what he himself had seen; they 
thought that what has passed upon the 
continent of Europe held forth such a les¬ 
son to him, that, together with what they 
regarded as the bent of his own disposition* 
a very material change must take place. 
At any rate they thought it fair and just 
not to be 4^00 hasty in expressing^ny foars 
that should arise of his pursuing the old 
system. They thought it just to give him 
full time, and to make due allowances for 
the difficulties of his situation.——But, 
though they expected little from him 
during the continuance of the restrictions; 
though they expected nothing of any con¬ 
sequence to be done, they had a right to exi- 
peCi, that every newthing which essentially 
partook of the present system, would, ao 
far as lay with the Prince, be left undone. 
—It w'as with no less grief than surprii^, 
therefore, that they saw, amongst the first 
of the Prince’s acts, the restoration of the 
Duke of York to his former situation. In 
this restoration they thought they per¬ 
ceived a sort of earnest of what they had- 
to expect in future; but still, it was the 
first act of hostility to their withes, amt^ 
they were willing, if possible, to consider 
it rather as the offspring of fraternal affec¬ 
tion than as that of political system. But, 
when they saw the heir of Lord Melville* 
which heir had always belonged to the set 
of men at present in power; when they 
saw this man made, the successor of ht» 
father in his sinecure places; when they 
satv this and looked back to the history of* 
Lord Melville and considered what be had* 
done to the country, it brought into theif< 
minds Pitt and the whole system, and'diey- 
could not help fearing, that, by this act* 
his Royal Highness had irrevocably de-' 
dared himself the s'^porter of that as¬ 
tern.——If, however, they still doubted* 
could they possibly doubt, after the ap¬ 
pointment ef Colonel M'Mabba?' In the 
case of the Duke «f York, the .boon was to* 
a Brother, and though the relation ou^t 
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to In sank in tke Sprereign, the triumph of 
the former will, except in rery monstrous 
cases, be excused. In the case of Lord Mel* 
eille it might be said that the Eb^ince yielded 
to the importunities of the ministry; that 
was a pbcc destined to be the reward 
«f political men ; * and, in short, 'that, to 
giee it contrary to the wishes of the minis¬ 
try, would hare been the same thing as to 
guarrel ;vith the ministry and turn them 
•tft, or rather worse. - These are pitiful 
excuses for such an act ; pitiful as they 
are, however, there are none such to offer 
fe the appointment of Colonel M'Mahon, 
who, it is well known, lias beenan attendant 
aibout the Prince’s person for a great num¬ 
ber of years; who would not, therefore, 
have accepted of the office without the 
Prince’s cordial approbation, and who, 
iadeed, must have been selected for the of¬ 
fice by the Prince himself; or, at least, 
the circumstances of the case ar^ such as 
fairly to warrant thU conclusion. This 
being the case, the appointment is a pretty 
fiair criterion of what the nation has to ex- 
ect, ill this way, at least, at the hands of 
is Royal Highness. Let us, then, en* 
(piir^, what is the nature o'f this office, 
which has been given to Colonel M‘Ma- 
bon, what are the profits of it, and what 

are his pretensions to it.-The titles of 

the office is that of Paymastei; of Widows 
Pensions. The widows of officers who 
are killed in the land service have certain 
pensions allowed them as mentioned in 
the note below.* These pensions are paid 
•ut of money voted* annually by thi House 


* Rates of Annual Pension to the Wi¬ 
dows of Officers of the Land Forces; the' 
same to commence from the 25th of June, 


1800. £. s, d. 

Colonel. 80 0 0 

Lieutehant Colonel. 60 0 0 

Major . 50 Q 0 

Captain. 40 0 0 

First Lieutenant. 30 0 0 

Second Ditto.'. 26 o 0 

Comet..... 26 0 0 

Ensign. 26 0 Q 

Paymaster....'. 30 0 o 

Adjutant..*. 30 0 0 

Quarter Master.«... 26 0 0 

Surgeon. 30 0 0 

Assistant Surgeon. 26 O 0 

Veterinary Surgeon...*..-20 0 0 

Chaplain.-...!. 20 0 6 


Physician dying subsequently 
to the 24th June, 1806, after* 
kavuigserTedabroad as such 40 > 0 0 
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of Commons, at the , same time that the 
pay is voted*for the army. The pensions 
are paid at the War-office by a clerk upon 
the establishment of that War-office, who 
receives one hundred pounds a year, for 
transacting the whole of the business.-—*-* 
Yet, strange to tell! Or, at least, it would 
be strange to tell, in any other country but 
this, there are a Paymaster and a Depuip 
Paymaster, neither of whom performs any 
duty whatever connected with this office, 
0 $, at most, the deputy, alone, has any 
thing at all to do with it. The deputy, 
which is odd enough, is not paid by the 
paymaster himself, but by i\\e public, and 
the paymaster has only to pay one of the 
clerks in the War-office, who, as 1 said be¬ 
fore, really does all the business_^'I'his 

post, then, of Paymaster of Widows Pen¬ 
sions, is a complete sinecure ; that is to 
say, it is a name of a place unade use of 
for the purpose of giving a man so much 
a year out of the public money for doing 
nothing at all. And now let us see, then, 
haw much it is that Colonel M'Mahon is to 
have annually. Last year. General Fox, 
who Ifad tlie office from his childhood’to 
the day of his death ; General Fox, (the 
bk'other of Mr. Fox) who held the place, 
and sucked in its profits from the year 
of the King’s reign to the fifty'first year 
of hiaf reign, and who is now succeeded by 
Colonel M'Mahon ; General Fox, during 
the‘last year, sucked in a neat two thou¬ 
sand seven hundred pounds, from this of¬ 
fice, while, at the same time,he had a most 
lucrative command abroad.——The profits 
of the office vary with the number of wi¬ 
dows, who, of coarse, increase iff propoN 
tion to the increase of the army, and the 
number and destructiveness of the battles, 
in which that army is engaged, or in pro¬ 
portion to thd success of hardships and 
disease, ^hat these profits have gone on 

Physician having died previ¬ 
ously to the 25th June, 1806, 
or dyiqg on or subsequently •* 

* without having served abroad 

as such. 30 O 0 

Purveyor... 30 0 O 

District Pa^mastlr. 30 0 O 

Surgeon... 30 O 0 

Apothecary.7... 26 0 O 

TOeputy. Purveyor.. 20 0 O 

Hospital Mate who has served 

abroad as such... 20 0 0 

Commissary at 20s. per Day••• 'dO 0 

Ditto at 15$. ditto ..••••• 26 0 0 

Ditto* at lOts, ditto.. 20 0 0 

0 2* . . 

• • • 
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increasing need not, therefore, be asserted 
n hen one considers the state of the army 
and the events of the war. Three years 
ago the number of widows of officers in 
the army was l.'WO. Now, in all proba¬ 
bility, the number may surpass 2,000. 
And this suggests a remark net wholly in¬ 
applicable to the subject; and that is, 
that, if w^ reckon 20 nofi-commissioned 
officers, drummers and private soldiers to 
eVery commissioned officer in the army, 
and take the number of commissioned of¬ 
ficers at J 2,000, M^ich is not far from the 
mark, we shall find, that there are, at this 
]ime, in this kingdom, not less than 40,000 
women, the widows of non-commissioned 
officers, drummers and soldiers; onl_ess, 
indeed, we suppose, that the soldiers 
marry less than ■ the commissioned offi¬ 
cers. Say, then, there is but half the 
number; say there are only 20.000 widows; 
and then bear in mind that the far great¬ 
er part of them h»ve be^n made widows 
by a war begun against the Republicans 
in France, lest they should spread anarchy 
and misery over the dominions of Great 
Britain!—;—^I’he profits of the*officfe vary, 
then, with the number of widows, because 
the Paymaster receives a shilling in the 
pound upon the sum paid to the widows. 
There has been a mistake as to the source 
of this poundage. It is not takeit from 
the pensions of the widows, who receive 
the amount of their pensions without any 
deduction (other than that fearful deduc¬ 
tion which ihepaper money is daily m ik¬ 
ing) hut is paid by the public, upon the 
sum voted on this account jncacli year. 
For the present year 58,000/. has been 
voted, and, of course, the profits of the 
Paymaster will amount tp 2,000/. except 
one hundred pounds which he will have 
to pay to that particular clferk of the war 
bffice, who does the duly. The Pay¬ 
master’s deputy receives his hundred 
pounds from the public, out of the sum 
voted annually for the service; so that 
*be real profits of Colonel ^I'Malion 
will be 2,800/.—r—This is a pretty go6d 
sum of money as it now stands; diut if we 
take into view what the battle of Al- 
buera, the battle of Alrifeida, the siege of 
Badajoz, the battle of Barrosa, and the 
diseases ot the peninsula havd done for 
the Paymas^,«we shall find him placed) 
in point of income, upon a level with some 
Peers, and above great numbers of conn- 
try genllemen of ancient families. The 
longer the war continues and the more 
destructive its progress, the longer and 


the more will Colonel M'Mahon continue 
to thrive; and if the war'were to continue 
upon its present scale for only a few 
years, the profits of this office would pro¬ 
bably amount to 5,000/. a year-But, 

as it is, we may well enquire what Colond 
M’ATaAon has done, to entitle hi^m to such 
an income from the public purse, granted 
him for life. I shall be J:old, perhaps, that 
it is not granted him for life, an^ only to 
the time when the restrictions upon the 
Regent will cease. But, my answer is, 
that it has been granted by the Prince 
for as long a time as his Royal Highneu 
has the power to grant it. 1 say that he 
has done all that he can do, with respect 
to the perpetuating this burthen upon the 
people. There is no man in his senses, 
who, when he views all the circumstances 
of the case, will afiect to believe, that the 
grant will not be continued at the termina¬ 
tion of the restrictions. Every one must per¬ 
ceive that this will be the case; but, whe¬ 
ther it be or not, I repeat, that the Prince 
has done all he ectn, all that he has the 
power to do, in the perpetuating of this 
burthen, and, which I regard as of much 
greater consequence, he has,unfortunately, 
done all he can to give countenance to that 
system which has been fostered and main- 
takied by appointments like that, which 
is the subject of these observations.—— 
What, to return to my question, has this 
Colonel M'Mahon done, then, to merit this 
large sum of money, this splendid income, 
this income equal to that, •! believe, of 
twenty Captains in the army, and equal to 
that of seventy Captains widows; what 
has he done, 1 say, u* merit this at the 
hands of the people of England, who are 
never backivard, God-knows, either in ac¬ 
knowledging or rewarding services of men 
in the public employ ? What has he done ; 
where are we to look for the record of his 
services? For ^any years he has been an 
attendant upon the person of the,Prince. 
He has been a servant, very likely an obe¬ 
dient and faithful servant, in the household 
of His Royal Highness; and, doubtless, 
,the Prince deemed him worthy of some 
reward. But, Mia M'Mahon has been an 
officer in ihs army all thui while. He has 
not been losing his time. His rise in the 
army has gone on, and we may be sure it 
has nut advanced less slowly on account 
of his being so near'the fountain of favour. 
Whet he has gained,*’in .the way of promo¬ 
tion, which, let it be observed, has been 
accompanied with a corresponding aug¬ 
mentation of pay; what he has thus 
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gained, has been gained without any risk 
of life or of health; without any hardship 
to undergo; without any loues from being 
sent to this place or that place. In short, 
be has gradually risen in the army ; his 
pay has been gradually augmenting, and 
(luring the time he has enjoyed all the ad- 
Tantages and .all ,the pleasures attendant 
upon a state of life, which leaves a man 
nothing to wish for.——Here, I think, we 
shall find an ample compensation for any 
services that he can have rendered to his 
Royal Master ; but, at any rate, be those 
services what they may, they are utterly 
unknown to t/w public, and, therefore, to 
the public it appears to me he ought not to 

have come for a reward-Here 1 should 

have stopped, had I not perceived that 
some endeavours have been made by the 
out party, through their paper, the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle, to ascribe this extraordi¬ 
nary grant solely to the ministers. Such en¬ 
deavours only tend to expose the insin¬ 
cerity and the meanneifi of those who make 
Ose of them. Why should the ministers 
select Colonel M'Mahon^ He has never 
been a partizan of theirs. 1 am aware, 
that, if their object w'asto prevail upon the 
Prince to perpetuate this burthen upon the 
people, and thus give his countenance>to 
these grants so much complained of; lam 
aware, that if this was their object, they 
would be likely enough to chuse a favourite 
of the Prince on whom to confer the 
grant. But^ it is to degrade the Prince, it 
is to undervalue his* intellect, it is to con¬ 
sider him in a light, which, from respect 
to His Royal Highness, I forbear to de¬ 
scribe ; it is to commit the greatest possi¬ 
ble outrage upon his character to suppose I 
that his consent was inveigled from him 
upon this occasion: it is to strip the act 
of its only possible apology, namely, the 
grateful'remembrance of past private ser¬ 
vices ; it is to do all this to ascribe the 
grant to the insidious influence of the mi¬ 
nisters. And what has been said of the 
motives of Colonel M‘Mahon in accepting 
the grant; the supposition of the Morning. 
Chronicle that the Colonel would naturally 
advise his Roydt Master thus: *' Sir, you 
have said that, from filial tenderness 
" towards your Royal Father, and, from 
" duteous attention to your Royal Mother, 
" you will make no Changes in the mi- 
*• nistry, at least, that you will not do it 
" while there is the snvallest chance of 
" vour Royal Father’s recovery^lest, upon 
"his being happily restored to the use 
" of his Royal mculties, grief at seeing bis 


" chosen servants displaced shoald re- 
" plunge him into that state front which, 

" with the assistance of Divine Providence, 

" we may be permitted humbly to hope 
" to see him raised. Now, Sir, how stands* 
“ the case ? The ministers advise you to 
" grant me the place of Paymaster of 
" Widow’s Pensions; worth about three 
" thousand pounds a year more or less. 

" Your Royal Highness, if you were to con- 
" sult nothing but your own wishes, would 
"abolish the place; hut, to abolish the 
" place under these circumstances would 
" be to reject the advice of the ^inisters^ 

" to rejOct the advice of the ministers, 
" would, in fact, be to turn them out of 
" their places; and thus, your Royal High- 
" ness would wholly depart from that rule 
" of conduct, which your amiable disposi- 
" tion has, upon the grounds just stated, 
" led you to prescribe to yourself. And, 
" therefore, Sirnwhaterer pain I may in- 
" dividually experience upon the oe- 
" casion, I cannot, as a faithful servant 
" to your Royal Highness, and as ten- 
" derljr alive to your character for con- 
" sistcncy, refrain from advising you to 
" yield to the advice of your ministers.” 

-The words in the Morning Clyonicle 

are not precisely these: but the sense, if 
I may be permitted to call it so, is exactly 
as I have here given it; and if the reader, 
or dny body else, can find any thing more 
despicably hypocritical, 1 should be very 
much obliged to them if they would point 
it out to me; but, at present, I must regard 

this as the master-piece of its kind.- 

The truth is that the Out party are in a 
most forlorn condition. The present men 
havebeatthem in all ways whatever. The 
Prince, from whom the Outs expected so 
much, has left them for their rivals, wh 9 m 
I he finds surrounded by all the old adhe- 
j rents of Pitt, by all the Anti Jacobins, by 
all the weak-minded and long-pursed part 
of the community, by all those most think¬ 
ing peoplp who think that Buonaparte eats 
children and drinks the blood of their fa¬ 
thers dad mothers, by all the innumerable 
swarms of tax-gatherers and dependants 
of every description, making a good half 
of the talking part of the nation; wdiiie, 
on the side of the (.hiis, he sees nobody 
\jut their own greedy relations; the inde¬ 
pendent part of the petite being all for that re¬ 
form in the Commons House of Parliament, 
which would be still more destructive, if 
possible, to the Outs than to their «*ppo' 
nenu, the former having even greater 
quantities of sinecures in their possession 
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than tlie httter. Both parties wi»b to pre> 
serve ^$tem; ‘both parlies are alike 
anxious to thwart and defeat every prefect 
of Reform; and, aa long as this is the rase, 
/both parties will etatid upon the same foot> 
ing in eyes of the independent part of the 
Ration, who will not be persuaded to stir 
oiie inch or to otter one word in behalf of 
cither.——It was the height of indiscre- 
tiSn in the Oafs to say a word against this 
jgrant to Coionel M'Mahon He, to be 
sure, has his thoMsands; but have net 
they their tens of thousands; and did they, 
■jvhile they were in place, take any mea¬ 
sure to relieve the people from any of 
these burthens ? No: they disappointed 
the people, they mocked the people, 
they showed that they despised the people. 
They fell ; and they fdl like liucifer, 
never to rise again. They would fain re¬ 
trieve the ground that they lost; they 
would fain call in the peqple to thmr as¬ 
sistance; they would fain once more talk 
of Reform. But talking will, they are 
aware, no longer serve their turn; the 
people arc not again to be gulfed Ify pro¬ 
mises and professions; nothing short of 
actions will satisfy them now; nothivig 
short of real Reform, a veal Reformation 
of the Commons House of Par-iiament, and 
such a Reform the Outs well know %ould 
strip them of those thousands and hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of the public mohey, 
which constitute the great object of their 

pursuit.-This the ministry know very 

vi'ell, and," knowing it, they are not at all 
afraid to advise grants like that to Colonel 
Sd’Mahon. 'Ihey give such advice upon 
what is called their responsibility, and 
they know well the situation and the inte¬ 
rests of the parties who alone, in the pre¬ 
sent state of things, can call them to ac¬ 
count.——In the passage, which 1 have 
taken for my motto, 1 told the fortune of the 
"Outs, and though they laughed at me then, 
1 should suppose, in spite of their infatua¬ 
tion, they would now begin to think that I 
was right. More than four months agb, 
the Courier news-paper, and otker prints 
sjf' the same stamp, began to talk a new 
- tort of language about the slate of the 
King.' They no longer appeared to have 
any hopes of his recovery. They gave the 
world the rnttstmielancholy and' even dis¬ 
gusting descriptions. This shewed which 
way the tide was setting Before the par- 
liammit separated, we saw Mr. Sherioan 
figuring away against the principlet if the 
huUiam Report, and, I was well informed, 
. at the time, that, the language oF the ^d 


adherents of the Prince was almost thatef 
open hostility against those who t^estiott- 
ed the wisdom ot Lord Stanhope’s ® II——•* 
This was quite enough, and more than 
quite enough to satisfy any reasonable 
man, that the ministry and the Prince were 
resolved not to part; and the grant to 
Colonel M’Mahon only serves to coi^hm 
what ought before to have been believetU 
-But, amidst all this, what is to be¬ 
come of the country? “The Country!** 
sa^ the people at Whitehall, “ why, was it 

ever in a more fiourishing state ? and, as 
“ to the war, have we not taken one 
“ Buonaparte’s Great Praams r” 

TpE Great Praam.— —In another part 
of this Number, the reader will find the 
Official Report of Captain Carteret, relative 
to an engagement oil' Boulogne, which 
ended in the capuire of a French Vessel, 
called a' Praam. The statement, of the 
Captain is circumstantial and clear, the 
latter a quality very well worllw of imi¬ 
tation by our land officers.-The aiiair, 

though little in itself, is of great impor¬ 
tance if considered as showing what the 
French boats are capable of when engaged 
with our vessels of war. 1 am by no 
moans disposed to underrate the value of 
the exertions of our officers and their crews 
upon this occasion, where they appear to 
have discovered as much skill as courage, 
and a great deal of both. But, 1 cannot 
disguise from myself the fact, that these 
gun-beats have shown, that they are not 
such contemptMe things as they»have been 
so often represented to be. There were, 
it seems, seven of them, and ,/our of our 
vessels; some of the latter small indeed, 
but one of them a frigate; and, from what 
we have frequently been told of these 
boats, one frigate would appear to be suf¬ 
ficient to destroy a score or two tX them. 
'I'his now seems to have been dispioved. 
The boats make resistance. A frigate 
indeed, too much for «ne, Of^ f>erhap8,two 
of them ; but, they raist; they make 
battle; and that is doing much miore than 
was expected, k is riglit, therefore, foir 
us to be upon our guard CS to this matter; 
for, if even a score of them be a match for 
one of our ships of tlie line, we may bh 
assured, that, in time, and sooner than 
may be thought, scares of them will not 
be wanted. They are things that r^uirh 
little time in the construction, and bst skill 
in the monagetnent. They are a sort of 
floating batteriM; and, .if they Rheuld bh 
found capable of rtaisting our vesa^s for 
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any ksn^tli of tkne, the efli^ct of tberti is a 
thing cortainly to ^ feared, unless timely 
measures are taken to render this mode ! 
of attack abortive. What tbose measures j 
are, however, 1 must leave to the wisdom 
of our War-Minister and our Commander 
in Clirefsi who understand, or, alt least, ; 
ought to understand, these matters much : 
better than I •do.* How Captain Carteret 
came toibe able to know so exactly where ■ 
*' that Personage'* ^why so shy of naming \ 
him ?} was, it is not for me to say; but, his . 
account falls, in this respect. Very short of j 
that of our news-papers, who gave us an ac-' 
count of the very words and even gestures of 

that personage,” upon this occasion;; 
arid they told us, that he caused the guns 
of the batteries to be Jired upon hit own ves¬ 
sels, by way of punishing them for their 
retreat!-—The Morning Chronicle of the ‘ 
26ih instant has published a falricated 
paper, entitled " the French accoutd of the 
" Battle qf Boulogne an Impostor Paper, I 
full as foolish as the one lately fabricated i 
and published by the fcourier. Our press ’ 
is free to utter fahhoods at any rate, pro- 1 
vided they be of a palatable sort. 

American Fribate. -Last week there S 

was, on toot, a rumour of the American Fri- ! 
ate. President, Captain Rogers, havAig, 
een captured by the English Frigate, the ' 
Melampus, and taken into Halifax. The | 
whole story, which was very circum- i 
stantial, has now been acknowledged ! 
to be false ; but, the remarks of the hire- i 
ling writers upon the subjectought not to be \ 
forgotten.^ On the 21st instant, the Cou- I 
rier newspaper (who praises the treache- i 
rous Smith, late American Secretary of j 
State) said : “ Nothing, we must say, | 
" could give us more pleasure than the cap- : 
•‘ tare of Rogers.”' And, on the 23rd in- - 
stant, the same paper said : •' A very ge- : 
« lurraf sati^aciion was produced on S vtur- : 
•‘ day, by the report of the capture of .the 
•* American frigate President** —is but 
justice to the public to say, that this was 
and, that, so far from general satis¬ 
faction, general apprehension was the effect* 
of the report. J^rom these wishes and as- 
aertions, however, the American goverri- 
fuent and people wrH know what they : 
ought to think of those, from whom they 
jjav* proceeded. And, it may not be 
amiss tor Mr. Timothy Pickering to he 
informed, that Ibe very s -nie writers, in ^ 
England, who applaud his and Rohekt 
SHiTu’a attacks O|»oii Mr. Maoison ; these 
very game pcreoiuox^eM their joy at the 


TOppbsed capture of an AtHMjcah Fn'gatb 
andatthe diigrace of the American flag. 
As to Robert Smith, he seems to be Idlt t& 
every seiitiiment of honour andof commdA 
honesty ; he has no character to lose; hi; 
manifestly cares nothing for his country. 
But, Mr. Pickering is an honest man';'k 
mari* who, I believe, sincerely loves lils 
country, smd would, as he has done befrne, 
stake his life in defence of her liberties. 
I knew him very well; I bad many op- 
poituntties of knowing his sentiments; I 
always saw in his acAons proof of igreift 
public spirit and of the strongest attach¬ 
ment to his native country an^do publk 
liberty ; and, as I am convinced, that He 
is still the same excellent man, I beg him 
(if this should happen to have the honour 
to meet his eye) to observe, that bis pre¬ 
sent writings are applauded and fostered 
in England, by those, and those only, 
who are the bitterest enemies of public 
liberty all over* the wdrfd, an/l who hate 
America chiefty because her institutions 
and the happiness of her people are living 
and permanent evidences against their jn- 
tolerant and tyrannical principles. The 
instance I have given above ought to suf¬ 
fice : it ought to be sufficient for Mr. 
Pickering to know, that his letters are 
carefully republished and bis efforts highly 
prais^ by that same hireling print, which 
opt^nly exulted at the news of the capture 
of an American Frigate and the disgrace 
of the American Flag. 

Sicily. ——There was a time when a 
war, such as we are, and have long been, 
carrying on in this island, would have at¬ 
tracted a good deal of public attention. 
But, I do not know how it is, though we ■ 
niaintain,at an enormous expence, an army 
of from 12 to 20 thousand men in Sicily, 
the publid seem to know little and to care 
less about what is there going on.——To 
read the letters, or pretended lettenj, in 
our news-papers, as relating.to Sicily, one 
would naturally be led to suppose, that we 
«i^re there in an enemy’s-coanlry, instead 
of being there for the purpose of defending 

the coontry against an enemy. -1 will 

take a little specimen from my friend the 
Courier of last night; " You will perhaps 
“ be surprised to hear that a Greek lessel, 
“ wiili a British licence,«nii wbidi waa 

biottgtTl. inio this port the 1.5 •• of .^l^y* 

“ by three bicilinn [jrivaice's, *fler ine 
“ Owner (.Vlr. R. Ctmpto ii) and the crew 
■“ had turned udiift ot sea und hfi tn 

•‘ the mercy the waxes, ’has been eandtftthed. 
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«aDd thus Ucauea declared useku 

and ntdl. Durjng the night of the l&ih 
" and 20th inrt, five of the first Barons in 
" the land, viz. Princes Belmonte, Villa- 
^«;nos8, Villafranca, Augio, and Jad. who 
home been coneidered firmly attached to the 
*• British interest, and k^hly reacted by the 
people, were seized in their bed» and 
carried on board a Sicilian Corvette, 
*• which sailed with them immediately for 
*'\he detert Island of Pantelleria. A dis- 
•• patch has been laid before the King for 
nis signature, giving to the Cav. Cas- 
•• Irani, the liberty of ordering away any 
V foreigners who have not been ten years 
“ established in the country, whom he 
should think unfit subjects, The King 
" required forty-eight hours to reflect 
" thereon, and during this, interval Lord 
Wm. Bentinck fortunately arrived. He 
*' is to be presented at Court to-morrow ; 
*' v/e hope that his instructions are strong 
" and positiipe."—»-Nowy,what can all this 
mean? British licenses declared null! The 
friends ol England seized in their beds and 
packed oft’ to a desert Island j Hopes of 
Lord Wm, Bentinck having strong and 
positive instructions I About what, I should 
be glad to know ? Why, our governmdlnt 
used to be upon a most cordial footing 
with tne king and queen of Sicily, who 
were amongst the most zealous of tfieir al¬ 
lies daring the Anti-jacobin war. All the 
world must remember how cordially ihey 
CO operated at the time of the coiinter-re- 
vofution at Naples in 1799, when Lady 
Hamilton and her husband and Lord Nel¬ 
son were in the Bay of Naples with the 
.King and Queen of Sicily. All the world 
knows, how cordially they then co-operated; 
, and, what can have disturbed their har¬ 
mony no w ? Tliere are men of the very 
same school, nay, mostly “the very same 
men, in power in England now* that were 
in power then. I can, for my part, see 
nothing that should render it probable 
that the Queen of Naples, whom the news¬ 
papers sometimes describes as djsliking us, 
should dislike thg Wellesle)’s and the JCii- 
Kinsons and the Percevals, whom,' on the 
contrary, I should suppose to be, of all 
men, the most likely to stand liigh in her 
esteem. Indeed, I can see nothing for her 
to object to, either in the members or sys¬ 
tem of our §pvvnment-It is, however, 

a strange state of thin,;s that we are got 
ipto. At Cadiz our piinister is complaining 
that the>x>ple write and talk against our 
King and government and arraign their mo- 
lives j and, at Palermo, if these news-papers 


speak truth, our minister is expected te 
complain of the conduct of the ctwrft. 
And, yet, in both cases,'we are keeping 
up armies to defend those who are acipued 
of using us ill! — — As to the^iKe of Sicily, 
the reader will, perhaps, recollect, that 
the Emperor Napoledb finally decided 
upon it on the 27th of Dec. 1805, in a 
roclamation to his army, dated at Schoen* 
run. In a few weeks after that, the king, 
queen and courtiers, together with the 
English army, under Sir James Craig, 
who had been sent to defend the country 
against the French, or to assist in doing 
it, thought it prudent to betake themselves 
to the shipping and to get off to Sicily. 
Napoleon said that the Dynasty of Naples 
bad ceased to reign; and, he is a man 
very apt to make good his sayings. They 
have, however, not yet ceased to reign in 
Sicily; and, it is possible, that they may 
«ot. Bpt, the question is, should we refuse 
peace, unless Sicily were preserved to that 
family ? Are we prepared to say, that we 
will, on no account^ sheath the sword un¬ 
less Sicily be left in the hands of the 
reigning people? This is the question; 
because, if vye are not prepared to say 
this, the court of Palermo play a ticklish 
game ; and, if we are prepared to say it, 
wa may safely count upon a wtw of a 
comfortable duration. 

W". COBBETT. 

Stale Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

27th September, 1811. 


PAPER SYSTEM., 

Article translated from a Herman Print, pub- 
lished m the London newsjtajters on the 
24<4 Sept. 1811. . r 

The financial measures of which the 
English Ministers procured the adoption 
in Parliament, during its last session, are 
of a character so singular, that they can¬ 
not escape general attention. We per¬ 
ceive in them,—-77<e creation of a paper- 
money, by giving bank notes a forced cir¬ 
culation (I)J’Ae abolition of thelaw which 
Jmposed on the bank the obligation to recom¬ 
mence its payments-in speck two years tfter a 
peace. This is a necessary consequence of 

(1, 2) See Lord Stanhope's Bill on the 
circulation of gold and that of bank notes, 
agreed to on the Bth of July by the House 
of Lords, and on the I9th by the Com¬ 
mons, and the debates which took place in 
Parliament on that occasion, in different 
numbers of the Journal de PEmpire, 
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the preceding measure; for bank notes 
bwome represenlative signs, are no longer 
susceptible of conversion into specie; a 
thing, besides, impossible, when we con¬ 
sider the numerous issues of notes that will 
take place in rapid succession (2) ;—TAe 
deprectaiiqn the toin. The pound is ac¬ 
tually coined at 16s. instead of 20s, a mea¬ 
sure evidently adopted, in order to place 
gold an^ silver on a level with the exist¬ 
ing value of bank notes, which are at a 
discount of 20 per cent. The export of 
gold and silver is thus hoped to be pre¬ 
vented ; for, according to the old propor¬ 
tion between gold and notes, 5l. in notes 
may be purchased fur 4/. sterling in gold. 
•—The solemn declaration, that England, be¬ 
ing no longer able to pay off her debts, 
must coniine herself to securing the pay¬ 
ment of> the interest; which is, in effect, 
saying to the English,—If you mean to 
receive the interest of the funds lent to 
Government, you must accept of paper 
money (3).—The necessary result of these 
dtiia is.—that the English Ministers have 
changed their system of finance, and propose 
that the system of loans should give place to 
that of paper tnotiey .—All enlightened men 
have foreseen that the infallible and com¬ 
bined system upon which the French Go- 
▼ernmejit pursues its attack on Engfish 
monopoly, must sooner or later sap the 
system of loans in its very basis,—public 
credit. Its predictions have been strik¬ 
ingly accomplished ; the facts which we 
have enumerated leave no doubt of it, and 
equal the most brilliant victories which 
could ha^ been obtained. The acknow¬ 
ledgments torn from the English Ministers, 
themselves are real spoiia opima; for they 
are a conquest gained over what the Eng¬ 
lish hold most dear,—their credit.—But 
what were the Events which convinced 
Ministers that their credit began to fail, 
and that it was time to abandon a system 
which no longer bad any support ? The 
Ministers are silent; let us endeavour to 
penetrate the darkness in which they love 
to wrap themselves.—It is well known 
that the English Governmeqi em ployed 
the house of ^oldschftiit, of London, to 
negociate its loans iq the Stock Exchange, 
and to exchange them for money. Gold- 
schmit advanced to Government consider¬ 
able sums in mohey. and in bills of ex¬ 
change, payable at l^e times when he de¬ 
pended on rechiving from Government the 


(S) See the debates in ParliSment when 
the Badget was brought forward. 


ill*—Paper Syi/em. 

funds which he had advanced. vybe- 
ther the loan* proved unsuccessful, or Go^ 
vemment was undertbe absolute necessity 
of otherwise employing the funds destined 
for the payment of their banker. Gold;-, 
schmit failed to receive them at the time 
agreed upon, and found it impossible to 
pay bis bills of exchange, and satisfy the 
bankers who had assisted him with their 
advances. There was only one re.sonrp« 
left him ; that was, to expose the inability 
of Government, and to demand a delay; 
Jut what a scandal, what humiliation, for 
the ministry ! Goldschmit preferred taking 
the shame of the event upon himself, in 
order to save, if possible, the honour of the 
Goarernment at the expense of his personal 
credit.—The English Ministers, having es¬ 
caped, as it were, by a miracle from a 
danger so imminent, perceived that there 
would be too much risk in any longer 
making the movements of the machine of 
politics depend*upon springs jvhich were 
worn out by long friction. A second em¬ 
barrassment of the same sort with that 
from ,whit;h the heroic devotediiessS ,of 
Goldschmit delivered them might prove 
fatal, because the bankers would be more 
cautious in their advances, and it was not 
probable that a second Codrus would step 
in to, save them.—The matter then was, 
fo replace the borrowing system by another. 
Tlyre are only three modes of providing 
for the wants of a state. Isr. By a good 
organization of the system of contributions and 
imposts: but this system, pursued by 
France, would have been insufficient for a 
government whose pretensions are so 
greatly beybnd its natural resources: to 
adopt this system,the safest of all, it would 
be necessary for England to renounce her 
usurping claipis. 2nd. By loans; but 
they require credit, and England has just 
experienced that the most extensive credit 
has its limits. 3rd. By the creution of a 
paper money. As this was the only ex¬ 
pedient that remained to the English Go> 
vernment, it had no other choice left, arid 
I’arliiment adopted thit system contrary 
to its ovSn convictions.—Such has been at 
all times, the financial career of weak Go¬ 
vernments : they borrow when their e.\- 
penses ej^ceed their ordinary income, and 
they create a paper money when tney can 
no longer find credit for ^he»r Joans. For 
some months the English Government will 
experience no great •difficulty in nteeting 
its enortnous expenditure; hot is there in 
all Europe, and even in England, one ra¬ 
tional being who does not foresee, where 
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pucli a .DiHat.end ? Is it not «Ti4eitt 
>b»t-tbe [taper money driTefepecie out-of 
circulation ; and that this exclusion, with 
ibe always increasing wants of a Govern¬ 
ment bent on chimerioal enterprizes, must 
“ indefinitely augment the issues of paper 
money, and thus accelerate its fall ? Have , 
not the Ministers themselves announced it, 
when, to this question, “ What will set 
bounds in future to the issue of notes?" 
tRey replied, “ Our wants!" (4).—If, on 
the one hand, paper money may lend an 
apparent strength to Governments, it does 
ijothiog more but augment their embar- 
, 1 'assment. for the future, and they arrive 
by rapid strides at the fourth financial ca¬ 
tastrophe,—bankruptcy. The eternal laws, 
which secure the preponderance of the real 
over the chimerical, will not permit, for 
the first time, an exception in favour of 
England : she will be reduced to bank¬ 
ruptcy, by the very extent of her eilbrts, 
sooner than any other nation. Lord Stan- 
ftope may maintain as long as he pleases, 
" that to consider gold as the only legal 
money, is an idea worthy of, barbarous 
times.” Sheridan may exclaim, *“ it is 
only in countries where there is no credit, 
that paper must be replaced with specie"." 
These.declamations will not restore to 
bank notes that credit which they have 
lost since the Bank ceased to pay in specie. 
—England seems to reckon upon bank¬ 
ruptcy as a last resource. Let her not 
bope for safety!in expedient! Na~ 

tional bankruptcy it the situation in wldch a 
nation, deprived qf all means of credit, is re¬ 
duced to its awn physical force; it is a re¬ 
source which brings into play all the 
springs inherent in a machine, but which 
at the same time destroys all such as were 
only fictitious and imaginary. It is in 
such, a moment that a nation shews all its 
phy-sical power, and all that it Is entitled 
to pretend to. Deprived of ,her credit, 
England will be obliged to combat with 
ber naked arms,—that is, with all the force 
which her territory can furnish jc Uud thea 
Xhe contest will not he long doubtful bi^ 
tween a oation of fourteen millioneot' men, 
.and ninety millions of men inhabiting the 
Continent.—England canHot coAsole ftersef 
iy the example qf Kevoliaionary France. 
Erance then numbered about 3d millions,^ 
of inhabitants, and had all her resources 
withia herself; she exercised a natural 

(4)*See the exposition of the situation 

the Bank of England, in the Journal de 
L’Enpire «f the 14th of April. 

c 


preponderance upon the Contanent, and 
even then required a tutelary hand to 
draw her out of the crisis in which she was 
placed. England, on the other hand, ex¬ 
cluded from the Continent, is unable to do 
without it. 


OFFICIAL PAP]^S. 

England —Capture of a Grea-^^ French 
Praam. —Letters from Copt. Carteret to 
Adm. Foley, dated, Naiad, off Boulogne, 
"1 Sept. 1811. 

7 o’clock. Morning. 

Sir, —Yesterday morning, while this 
ship was lying at an anchor off this place, 
much bustle was observed among the 
enemy's flotilla, moored along shore close 
under the batteries of their bay, whic'h 
appeared to indicate that some affair of 
unusual moment was in agitation. At 
about noon, Buonaparte, in a barge, ac¬ 
companied by several other officers, was 
distinctly seen to proceed along their lint 
to the centre ship, which immediat«1y‘ 
hoisted the imperial standard at the main, 
and lowered it at his departure, substitut¬ 
ing for it a Rear Admiral’s flag; he after¬ 
wards visited others, and then continued in 
his boat for the rest of the evening.— 
Since it is so much within the well known 
custom of that personage to adopt mea¬ 
sures that confer supposed eclat on his pre¬ 
sence, I concluded that something of that 
kind was about to take place. Accord¬ 
ingly, seven praams, each having twelve 
24 pounders, long guns, with 120 men, 
and commanded by Rear Admiral Baste, 
weighed and stood towards this ship, being 
expressly ordered by the French Ruler, as 
I have since learned, to attack us. As the 
wind whs S. W. with a very strong flood- 
tide setting to the N. £.' while the enemy 
bore nearly south from us, it was clear 
that by weighing we could only increase 
our distance from him; so that our only 
chance of closing with him at alt was by 
remaining at an anchor.—The ISaiad, 
therefore, quietly awaited bis attack in 
(hat position, with springs on her cable. 
—It was exclusively in the enemy’s own 
power to choose the, distance : each ship 
of'his squadron stood within gun shot, gave 
us successively her broadsides, tacked 
from us, and in that mode conlinoously 
repeated the attack, After this had so 
continued for three quarter^ of an hour, teft 
brigs (said to have four long 24 pounders), 
and one sloop (said td have two such guns), 
also weigbedi and joiaed the sb^ in «e- 
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icasionally cannonading ils, whioti waa 
thus kept up for upwards of two hours with¬ 
out intermission, and returned, I humbly 
hope, with sufBcienteffect by this ship.—At 
slack water the Naiad weighed her anchor, 
and stood off, par^y to repair some trivial 
damages; but chiefly, by getting to wind¬ 
ward, to be better enabled to close with 
the enemy, and ^et within shore of some, 
at least; of his flotilla. After standing ofl' 
a short time, the Naiad tacked, and made 
all sail towards them ; but at about sun¬ 
set it became calm j when the enemy took 
up his anchorage under the batteries east¬ 
ward of Boulogne, while the Naiad resum¬ 
ed her’s in her former position.—In this 
sfl'air not a British subject was hurt, and 
the damages sustained by this ship are 
too trifling for me to mention or report. 
I have indeed to apologize for dwelling so 
long on this ailair, but rny motive is the 
manner in which I understand it has been 
magnified by the enemy, and the extraor¬ 
dinary commendatioQs which have been 
lavished on the Frenchmen engaged in it 
by their Kulcr. It is fitting, therefore, 
that his Majesty’s Government should 
know tlie real state of the case, and the 
Lords Commisioners of the Admiralty 
may rest assured, that every officer and 
man on board the Naiad did zealously and 
steadily fulfil his duty.—have the honour ! 
to be, &c. Philip Cahteket, Capt. 

Afternoon. 

Sir —This morsing, at seven o'clock, 
that partpfthe enemy’s flotilla whi-.'h was 
anchored to the eastward of Boulogne, 
consisting of seven praams and fifteefti 
smaller vessels, chiefly brigs, weighed and 
Btood out on the larboard tack, the wind 
being S. W., appvently to renew the same 
kind of distant cannonade which took 
place yesterday. Different, however, from 
yesterday, there was now a weather tide. 
The Naiad, therefore, weighed, and getting 
well to windward, joined his Majesty's 
brigs Rinaldo, iledpole, and Castilian, with 
the Viper cutter, who had all zealously 
turned to windward in the course of tm 
night, to support the Naiad in the expected 
conflict. We all lay to on the larboard 
tack, gradually drawing off’ shore, in the;! 
hope of imperceptibly inducing the enemy- 
also to withdraw farther from the proiec- 
tkm of his fornjidabie baUepies.—To make 
known ilie senior officer's intentions, no 
other signals ware deemed'necessary, but; 
" to prepare to attack the enemy’s van,” 
then fitandtiig out, ilcd by iRear-Admiral 


Baste,and "nottofireuntil'qttiteC^osetotiw 
enemy.’’-^AVcordingly the mmneOt thf 
French Admiral tacked in shore,-hami)g 
reached bis utmost distance, and wan 
giving us his broadsides, the Xing’s tmeff 
squadrou bore np together with the utinost* 
rapidity, and stood towards the enemy 
und#r ail the sail each could conveniently 
carry, receiving a shower of shot and shells . 
from the ffotiila and batteries, without re* 
turning any, until within pistol-shot, wh'ea 
the firing on both sides bis Majesty’s 
cruizers threw theeneiby into inextricable 
confusion. The French Admiral's praam 
was the principal object of attaok by this 
ship: but as that officer in leading bad of 
coarse tacked ffrst, and thereby acquired 
fresh way, and was now under much -sail, 
push ing with great celerity for the batteries, 
it became impossible to reach him without 
too greatly hazarding his Majesty’s Bl«p. 
Having however succeeded in separating 
a praam from Inm, which had (jandsornely 
attempted to succour his Chiefs and which 
I had intended to consign to the particular 
care qj' Captains Anderson and M'Donftld, 
of the Rinaldo and Redpoie, while the 
C^astilian attacked others, it now appeared 
best preferably to employ this ship ia 
effectually securing her.—The Naiad ac* 
cord'gigly ran her on board. Mr. Grant, 
the Master, lashed her alongside; the 
small arms men soon cleared her decks, and 
the boarders, sword in hand, completed 
her subjugation. Nevertheless, injustice 
to our brave enemy, it must be observed, 
that his resistance was most obstinate and 
gallant, nor did it cease until fairly over¬ 
powered by the overwhelming force we 
so promptly applied. She is named La 
Ville de Lyons, was Commanded by a 
Mans. Barbaud, was severely wounded, 
and has on board a Mons. La Coupe, who 
as Commodore of a division, was entitled 
to a broad pendant. Like the otherpraaims 
she has twelve long guns, (lj4'pounderB 
French), but she had only one hundred 
|nd twehre men, sixty of whom wete 
soldiers of the 72d regiment of the jine. 
Betweeff thirty and forty liave been killed 
and wounded.—Meanwhile the three brigs 
completed the defeat of the enemy’s 
flotilla^ .but 1 lament to say that the im¬ 
mediate proximity of the formidable bat¬ 
teries whereunto we hrfd now so nearly 
approached, )preTenu>d the taptiwe or'dee- 
truclion'of inmeUf itfatir ships or ve^^lst—*• 
But no bhinse can atiacli to any one ■<» 
this account.; for all ih® CommandoEs 
OiffiOBtt, aad crevw did bravely and «kll- 
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folly pedbrm their duty. Jf 1 may be 
permitted to mention those who served 
more immediately under my own eye, I 
most eacerly and fully testify to' the 
.merits of, and zealous support 1 received 
from Mr. Greenlaw, the first Lieutenant 
of this ship, as well as from all the excel* 
lent officers of every description, brave 
seamen and Royal Marines, whom I have 
thp pride and pleasure of commanding.-— 

I have the honour herewiih to inclose re¬ 
ports of our loss, which I rejoice to find so 
comparatively trivial, and that Lieutenant 
Chanes Cobb, of the Castilian, is the only 
Officer who has fallen.—I have the honour 
to be, &c. P. Carteeet, Captain. 

A List of Officers and Men belonging to his 
Majesty’s skips and vessels undermentioned, 
kilkd and zvounded in action with the 
enemy’s flotilla off Boulogne, on the 2\st 

1811. 

• 

Naiad, Captain Carteret. —John Ross, 
seaman, killed.—James Draper, seaman, 
ditto.—Lieutenant William Morgan, Royal 
Marines, slightly wounded.—^Mr. dames 
Dover,Midshipman, ditto.—Richard Lovet, 
Sail-maker, severely wounded.—William 
Black, seaman, ditto.—John Wise, Quar¬ 
ter-Master, ditto.—John Leece, seaman, 
ditto.—John Tolly, landman, ditio.— 
Daniel Francis, landman, ditto.—William 
Jones, Captain of the after-guard, slightly 
wounded—William Hodges,seaman, ditto. 
—.Tohn Holston, seaman, ditto.—James 
Wall (2), seaman, ditto.—Daniel Harley, 
seaman, ditto.—Edward Humphry, sea¬ 
man, ditto. 

Redpole, Captain ilfacdo»a/d.—None 
killed or wounded. 

Castilian, Captain Braimer. — Lieu¬ 
tenant Cobb, first Lieutenant, killed.— 
John Collett, landman, severely bounded. 

Rinaldo, Captain Andersoa.-^Mr. John 
Swinard, Pilot, wounded. 


• • 

Feance. —Decree 'Relative to the naturalizd* 
Hon of Frenchmen in foreign countries .— 
August'Iti, lSi\. 

Napoleon, by the grace of God, and the 
Constitutions, Emperor of the French, &c. 
to all present, and to come, greeting« 
DIfFerent qnestiobs having been submitted 
to us with regard to the condition of 
Frenchmen established in foreign coun¬ 
tries, we have thought it right to make 

known, our intentions on that subject_ 

By our Decree of the 6th of April, 1809, 


we have already pronounced with regard! 
to such Frenchmen as have borne arms 
against their country; and those who, re¬ 
siding with a Power with whom we go to 
war, do not quit its territory ; or who, 
being summoned by op, do not obey that 
order.—But no law has yet been laid dow n 
either with regard to Frenchmen natu¬ 
ralised in foreign countries, with or with¬ 
out our authority, or with regard to such 
as may have already entered, or choose 
to enter, in future, into the service of a 
foreign Power.—And as it is not our wish 
to confound those of our subjects who are 
induced from legitimate motives to natu¬ 
ralize themselves abroad, with those whose 
conduct will assume the character of fe¬ 
lony, we Imve resolved, by these presents, 
to complete and make known this impor¬ 
tant branch of legislation.-For these rea¬ 
sons, on the report of our Grand Judge, 
Minister*of Justice, and our Council of 
State, being heard,—We have decreed and 
orijered, and do decree and order as fol¬ 
lows;— 

Title I. Of Frenchmen naturalised abroad 
with our permission. 

Art. 1. No Frenchman can be natu¬ 
ralised abroad, without our authority.—2. 
Our permission shall be granted by letters 
patent,drawn,up by our Grand Judge, sign¬ 
ed with our hand, countersigned by our 
Secretary of State, inspected by our Cousin 
the Prince Arch Chancellor, inserted in 
the Bulletin of Laws, and registered in the 
Imperial Court of the last plac^ or doiqi- 
cile of. the person to whom they relate.— 
J. Frenchmen thus naturalised abroad shall 
enjoy the right of possessing, of transmit- 
”ting, and oF succeeding to property even 
when the subjects of tlje countries where 
they shall he naturalised do not enjoy those 
rights in France.—4. The children of a 
Frenchman born in the country where he 
is naturalised, are aliens.—5. Frenchmen 
naturalised abroad even with our permis¬ 
sion, can at no time carry arms against 
France, under pain of being indicted in 
bur Courts, and condemned to the punish¬ 
ment enacted in th*e Penal <Code, Book 3d. 
cap. 75. 

Title II.—Of Frenchmen naturalized 
abroad without our permission. 

6. Every Frenchman naturalized abroad 
without our permission, shall incur the loss 
of bis property, which shall be confucat- 
ed; he shall no longer enjoy the right of 
succession, and all tne succession lUling 
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in to him shall pass to the next heir, pro¬ 
vided he is domiciliated in Francc.-i-Bv 
the 7ih. 8th, !)th, and 10th, it is provided, 
that by a process instituted in the Courts 
of justice, such persons shall lose their 
titles if they have any, together with the 
property, attached to them, which shall 
devolve to the nearest heir, being French, 
the rights of tlie wife being secured, which 
shall bg,regulaied as in the case of widow¬ 
hood.—11. Those who arc naturalised 
abroad wilhoiil permission, and against 
whom the above process has taken place, 
it found in the territory of the Empire, 
shall, for the first time, be arrested and 
conducted beyond tlie frontiers; if they 
return, ihev shall he condemned to a pe¬ 
riod of impi'isoimient'not less than a year, 
nor more than 10 years. 

Title III.—OF Individuals already natu- 
raliseil abroad. 

# 

12. Individuals naturalised abroad at 

the period of ihe publication of this de¬ 
cree may, within a year, if on the Conti¬ 
nent of Europe; within three years, if be¬ 
yond that Continent; within five years, if 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope and in the 
Indies, obtain our confirmation according 
to the forms prescribed in the present 
decree. • 

Title IV.—Of Frenchmen in the service 
of a Foreign Power. 

13. No Frenchman can enter the ser¬ 
vice of a foreign Power without our spe¬ 
cial permission, and except under condi¬ 
tion of returning, should wc recall him 
either by a general proclamation or a di¬ 
rect order.—14. Those of our subjects 
who shall have obtained this perniissioii, 
cannot take the oaths to the Power which 
they serve, without a proviso of never 
bearing arms agaiiLSt France, and of quit¬ 
ting the service, even without being re¬ 
called, should that Power happen to go to 
war with us.—15. The permission of en¬ 
tering the service of a foreign Power shall 
be granted by letters patent, according to 
the forms presented in Act 2d.—16. They, 
cannot *et as Ministers Plenipotentiary 
in any treaty ^here our interests come 
into discussion.—17. They must not wear 
a foreign cockade in countries in subj^'C- 
tion to us, nor there appear in a foreign 
uniform; they shall bg authorised to w'ear 
the national colours when in the Empire. 
—18. They may nevertheless wear the 
decoration of foreign orders, when they 
shall have received theip with our consent. 


-rl9. They may net enter Ft;ahce bat 
with-our spe6ial permission.—20. French¬ 
men in the service of a-foreign power can 
never he accredited as Ambassadors, Mi¬ 
nisters, or Envoys at our Court, nor re-, 
ceived as charged with any kind of mis¬ 
sion that would render it necessary for 
them to appear before us in their foreign 
costume.—21. Frenchmen entering the 
service of a Foreign Power, without opr 
permission, and remaining in it after war 
is declared between France and that 
Power, shall be considt^ed as having ^rne 
arms against us, from the circumstance 
alone of their having continued to fornt 
part of a military corps destined to act 
ag-^inst the French empire or its allies.-!— 
22. Our Ministers are charged, each in his 
own depai ibient, with the execution of the 
present decree.—NAPOLEON. 


Fu/VNoe .——Decree relative to Hooke and 
in Vie Hanseatic Towns. —24 
ikll. 

Napoleoq, Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the Confederation of 
the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Coufede- 
rtftion. See. See. See .—An account having 
been given of the state of printing and 
vending of books in the deportments of 
the llansealic Towns, of Tuscany, and the 
Roman States, wishing to reconcile the 
rights which are guaranteed by our laws 
and decrees of tlie literary property of the 
authors with the interests of our subjects, 
the booksellers and printers of the above- 
mentioned departments, and to prevent the 
latter from being troubled on account of 
editions of the aforesaid works which they 
may have published anterior to the re¬ 
union, and ruipous distrirsls between them, 
upon the report of our Minister of the In¬ 
terior, ouV Council of State agreeing, we 
have decre<;d, and do decree as follows:— 

Art. 1. Editions printed anterior to. the 
I St of January, 1811, in the departments 
of the 32d, 29th, and 30lh military divi¬ 
sions, ^f works printed in France ulterior 
to the same epoch, and constituting a part 
of private literary property, shall not be 
considered’counterfeit, provided they are 
stamped before the 1st of January next.— 
^d.'Cotiseqsently Editors, Printers, and 
all Booksellers, or others, « any way 
trading in boolts in the above designated 
departments, who may* be proprietory or in 
possession of any of them, are bound to 
declare to the Prefect of their department 
the number of copies they possess of the 



41:1] POUTICAEREGISTElt— 


raid erlitmns/ The Prefects will transmit 
a copy of these declaratiniis\u our Direc¬ 
tor General for Booksellin|.—3d. These 
copies must be presented in each depart- 
rinent, end by each Printer or Bookseller, 
prior to the Istof October, to the Commis- 
sioner delegated for that purpose, and the 
first page in each of them carefully stsunp- 
«d, after which they may be freely sold 
th^ughout the empire.—4th. The Book* 
sellors shall be bound to pay the authors 
or proprietors the twelfth part of the 
copies declared by them to be in their 
w'arraouses, or at their disposal, and that 
too.everj^six months in proportion to the 
sales they make, which shall be determin¬ 
ed by the number of copies that remain of 
those they produced.—5th. On the I st of 
October the stamps shall be sent back to our 
Director General for Bookselling; after 
which time all copies of the above men¬ 
tioned editions, that shall be found without 
the stamp, will b*e considered spurious, 
and those upon whom they are found sub¬ 
ject to the punishments settled by the laws 
and our regulations.—6. Our Gk'and^udge, 
Minister of Justice, and our Minister for 
the Interior, are charged, each in as much 
as concerns him, with the execution of the 
present Decrees, which shall be inserted 
in our Bulletin of the Laws. ^ 

(Signed) " Napocxon.” 


Spain. ——Decree of the Cortes, relative to 

SEicNtoniES, and feudal rights .— 5 Aug. 

1811. 

The General and Extraordinary Cortes 
ef the kingdom, desirous of removing the 
obstacles which may have been opposed to 
the good government, increase of popula¬ 
tion, and prosperity of th^ Spanish Mo¬ 
narchy, decree: 

1. That henceforward all jurisdictional 
Seigniories, of whatever class or condition, 
shall be incorporated with the nation.— 
1'. The appointment of all magistrates and 
^her public functionaries shall be pro- 
(ceeded in, by tbb same orders, and >n the 
same manner, as in the townships of royal 
jurisdiction.—3. Ail public employments 
uf the above description remain suppressed 
after the publication of the preset decree. 
—4. The words vassal and vassalage' ar« 
labdished, imd*a]l payments, whether real 
or personal, jphich owe their origin to a 
jurisdictionailkle* 'With the exception of 
those that proceed from free contract in 
the exercise of the sacred rights of pro¬ 
perty.—5, The territorial Migniories le^ 


main henceforward m the class of other 
rights attached to private property, if not 
of such a description, that, by thsir nature, 
they ought to be' irtcorporated with the 
nation.—6. All contracts, bargains, and 
agreements, which have been made in re¬ 
gard tb rents, dues, &c. between those 
called lords and vassals, shall be considered 
as contracts between one individual and 
another.—7. The privileges culled exclu¬ 
sive, privative, and prohibitive, an^ having 
the same origin as seigniories, such as 
those of the chase, of iishing, of ovens, 
mills, water-courses, forests, &c. are abo¬ 
lished ; the free use of them remaining to 
the inhabitants, in conformity to the 
municipal laws established in every towit- 
ship.—8. Those who have purchased the 
above prerogatives for a valuable conside¬ 
ration, shall be repaid such capital as 
appears in the deed of purchase; and those 
who enjoy them as a reward Tfor* great and 
acknowledged services, shall be indemni¬ 
fied in another wa^.—9. The nation will 
acknowledge and pay these capital sums 
when they are ascertained in the proper 
Courts, and will pay an interest of 3 per 
cent, upon them, till the capital is liquida¬ 
ted.—10. At whatever time the possessors 
shall present their claims, they shall be 
heiard ; and the nation will be bound by 
the result of them, as is specified in the 
preceding article.11. Henceforward no 
one can call himself lord of vassals, exer- . 
cisejurisdiction, appoint judges, or exercise 
any of the claims and privileges emnpre- 
hended in the present decree ; and be who 
does so, shall lose the right of indemnifica¬ 
tion in the cases that have been specified. 
—The present decree shall be communi¬ 
cated to the Council of Regency, who shall 
take the necessary measures for its due 
execution, causing the Same to be printed 
and circulated. 


Spain. - Official Nem from the French Ar- 

mm there. —13/A, 28/A, ond 30/A Au.- 
gust, 1811. 

ARMY or THE SOUTH. 

« 

Report from the Marshal Dnke qf Dalmatia 
to his Serene Highness the Prince of Netf^ 
chatel and ff'agram. Baza, Aug. 13. 

I had the honour to state' to your Se¬ 
rene Highness, in gfiy report of the 7th> 
that the English^ army having repassed 
the Guadiana, and abandoned-^le Spa- 
uiards; I’Avaiied myself of theop^istunity 
to proceed afsinit the arsty ot Murcia. 
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Gen, Blake, a few days after h» arrival at 
Cadia, had again embarked with some 
thousand' men, which he landed at Al- 
weira, and joined the army of Murcia, 
which'was entrenched at Ventadel Baul. 
—General Godinot, commanding a divi¬ 
sion of raserve, consisting of the’ 12th 
Light Infantry, 55th and 58lh of the Line, 
27th Dragoons? and two squadrons of the 
12th and, 21st Regiments, had v'rders to 
set off in the night of the 6lh, from Jaen 
and Ubeda, to repair by Quaesada and 
l*ozo Alcon to Baza, in order to fight the 
right of the enemy’s army, occupying the 
position of Pozo Alcon, and the passage 
of Rio Barbata, and afterwards march 
upon the rear of the enemy, if be deter¬ 
mined to defend the Camp of Baul.—Ge¬ 
neral Leval, commanding the 4th corps, 
Irad orders to pul the column which was 
to leave Grenada in motion on the 7th. 
General Soult, commanding the cavalry 
of the 4th corps, had also the command 
of the advanced guard.^ General Latour 
Maubourg was charged with the com¬ 
mand of the reserve of cavalry, and with 
die issuing orders to the advanced guard, 
in case of need. I left the 9th Infantry 
af the Grand Duchy of Warsaw, and seve¬ 
ral detachments of French infantry, the 
3d of the Spanish line, and the 12th dra¬ 
goons, at Grenada, to form the garrison of 
ihat place, and to manoeuvre in the direc- 
.ion of Moteil, against a division of the 
memy, commanded by Count Montejo, 
who occupied different passes on the Rio 
L^rande, and made frequent incursions 
nto the neighbourhood of Grenada; the 
mmmand of the column was given to M. 
Merbles, Colonel of the 12th dragoons.— 
Dn the 8th, in the morning, I left Gre- 
lada, and joined at Diesma the advanced 
'uard of the 4th corps. General Soult had 
)egun his march. In approaching Gua- 
lix, he reconnoitred, and charged a corps 
»f 900 cavaliers, who occupied that city, 
md who were driven at the point of the 
word to Gor. Many were killed, and 
ome prisoners taken.—On the Sth at 
light, I reached Guadix, and ascertained 
bat the two Spanish divisions commanded 
>y Blake, which ^ad landed at Almeira, 
tad united with the insurgent army of 
Vlurcia, on the 4th and 5th August, at 
i/^enta del Baul and Bazj. This increased 
he force of that army tp 21,000 fighting 
neii; 2,500 of whom were cavalry.-On 
he 9.th, I pushed the advanced guard in 
rent of the entrenched camp of Batil; a 
aIse attack, and several demonstrations 


that were made, kept‘the Hiens]?^ tnwp* 
in position during the whole day.—The? 
position of Venta del Baul was vefj^ 
strong; the ravine was deep, wide, and of 
difficult access; the windings which iir , 
forms are in many places broken and rag¬ 
ged, and difficult to be penetrated by 
troopJ: yet General Gazan found out ia 
the evening a passage, and dispositions 
were made ibr attacking and carrying thp 
camp next morning at day break. But 
the enemy, informed of the reverses 
which his right bad ^ust experieiiqpd, 
retired in the night, and took-through 
Baza the road to Murcia.—The move-* 
ment of General Godinot had completely 
succeeded. On arriving at Uuesada, he 
came up with several bands of Guerillas, 
amounting to 800 infantry and 300 ca¬ 
valry. Adjutant Com. Remnnd remained 
at the head of the sharp-shooters, and 
soon dispersed them; the division con¬ 
tinued its inarcl? on Pozo AIccvi; 'at the 
passage of Rio Guadiana el Menor, it 
joined the advanced posts of the division 
of General Quadra, who occupied Pozo 
Alcon; the excellent disposition made by 
General Godinot, and the cavalry chargw 
of Colonel Laiienant, forced the enemy 
to give way and to retreat. Colonel De- 
lany, of the I2th infantry, was sent with 
a battalion of his regiment, and a squa¬ 
dron,of the 2Ist dragoons, in pursuit of 
this troop, which threatened marching 
iupon the rear of Godinot’s division; he 
charged it with vigour, killed many, 
and made many prisoners.—However, 
the advanced guard of General Godinot 
jpade continual progress. At' the pas¬ 
sage of Rio Guadalentia, it joined^ ,the 
advanced posts of one of the divisions of 
Blake, which had been sent to the assist¬ 
ance of General Quadra, and had arrived 
about two \iours. It drove them to Rio 
Barbata, where the whole division, formed 
in three lioesy was posted.—General' Go¬ 
dinot immediately gave orders to attack 
it'.’ ^with this view. Adjutant Commandant' 
Hemond, having with hftn the shwrp- 
shooters, artd battalion of the 12th, sup¬ 
ported by General Regnoux’s brigade, de¬ 
scended the ravine, passed the river, and 
attacked (hq enemy with impetuosity, not- 
wi^hsfandin| the warmth of their fire. Not 
a single man Of dre divisiofi srauld have 
escaped, if that of General Q||Ura, which 
bad agaia united iu pan? hiwPnot obliged 
General Godinot to send against it all his 
cavalry, and a part of Regnoox's brigrude'. 
However, these dispositions had all the 
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tticcess that was 10 be expectejl: iho two 
rlivisions of the eiH‘'my were*forced to re- 
ireat, and were completely routed. The 
held of battle remained covered with the 
dead, and with arms thrown away—each 
troop saved itself as it could in all direc¬ 
tions. In the pursuit we killed numbers, 
and made 41)0 prisoners. Ax night,» Ge¬ 
neral Godinot took up a position in front 
td Zugar, in the road of Baza.—On the 
lOih, in the morning. General Godinot’s 
column, and that of the centre, which had 
followed the high-road, united in front of 
Baza. General Latour-Maubourg had or- 
*ders to take the command of all the ca¬ 
valry, and to pursue the enemy. At 
noon, the rear-guard was joined beyond 
Cttllar. General Soult had the advanced 
guard, with the 10th Chasseurs, the 1st of 
the Lancers of the Vistula, and the 27ih 
Dragoons. On arriving at Los Veriientes, 
be round 2,000 of the enemy’s cavalry in 
position, yrho cotfered the retreat of the 
rest of the troops. His dispositions were 
immediately made to attack them, and a 
general charge took place.—the Spaniards 
were overthrown, and so completely routed, 
that 200 cavaliers, among whom were se¬ 
veral Officers, remained dead on the 
and 300 were taken prisoners, with all their 
horses. The fall of night, and the extreme 
fatigue of the horses, who had travelled 
that day twelve Spanish leagues, prevented 
our deriving all the advantage we s&ould 
have done from this success; but a panic 
bad seized the Spaniards, the troops that 
remained, dispersed in the night, and tried 
in all directions to gain the province of 
Murcia.—General Freire, who commanded 
the army, was wounded in the charge, anif 
saved himself by flight. The other Ge¬ 
nerals did Uie same.—On}he lllh, at day¬ 
break, Gen. Latour-Maubourg arrived with 
the cavalry at Velez el Rubio, from 
whence be sent off patties tq the different 
debouches that lead to Murcia, particularly 
to that of Lumbreras, three leagues from 
‘ Lorca.—The loss which the «Demy sus- 
uined in these different affairs,,is vbry 
considerable—several thousands of men 
have been killed j a great number wound¬ 
ed, are wandering in the mountains, where 
the greater part will perish.. Seven or 
eight thousand men baye disbanded theq[i- 
nfyes, and crowd back to their homes. 


■» 

cursing the chiefs of the insurrection, and 
those who, by deceitful hopes, led them to 
their ruin—hitherto we have collected but 
6 or 700 prisoners, among whom afp 30 
Officers. We have also received 500 de¬ 
serters, the greater part French or fo¬ 
reigners, who, being prtsoners of war, had 
been forced to serve. The regiment of 
Walloon Guards has beem entirely de¬ 
stroyed and its colours taken. It i^thought 
that of this army, which, since the arrival 
of Blake’s division, was in a condition to 
make a fine defence, not seven thousand 
men will enter Murcia—all the rest are 
dispersed. I hope that the different co¬ 
lumns which 1 have sent in pursuit of them 
to the debouches of Vera and Almeria, where 
they wish to embark, will bring in a good 
number.—Our loss id these affairs is 30 
men killed, and 150 wounded.—General 
Leval informs me this instant of large 
captures made of ammunition, arms, equi¬ 
page, and provisions. He hopes to make 
further captures, and he tells me that pri¬ 
soners and deserters are coming in every 
instant. General Soult’s advanced guard 
is at Lobreras, from whence he sends out 
.strong parties to Torre de Aguillas, where 
the enemy’s troops must pass, who have 
thrown themselves on the right to enter 
Murcia. It is probable that a part of these 
troops will be cut off’, as other columns 
are in pursuit of them.—:I am, &c. 

Marshal Duke of Dalmatia.” 

Army of tre North. 

Report of the Count D* Orsenne^ General-in- 
Chief of the Army of the North, to the 
Prince of Neufchatel and Wagram,— 
Camp of Astorga, Aug. 28. 

Monseigneur,—By my di.spatches of 
the 22d and 23rd, 1 iirformed you of the 
motives that determined me not to delay 
acting against the army of Galicia. On 
the 24th, the troops 1 had collected for 
this expedition, were in a line of operation 
on the Elsa, the right leaning upon Leon. 

and the left at Castro Gorizaio_The 

enemy bad his advanced guard at St. 
Martin des Torres, and occupied the bridge 
of Cebrones; 6000 men'Wer* at Baneza. 
15,000 at Puente d’Orbigo, and their re¬ 
serve of 3 or 4,000 men at Astorga. 

(To be continued-J 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

SicilV.- While I was, in my last, 

making a few cursory remarks upon the 
language, which our venal prints were 
beginning to hold with regard to our dear 
allies in the Anti-jacobin war, the Court of 
Sicily ; at that time, when I was, with as 
much freedom as it was prudent to attempt 
to exercise, endeavouring to prepare the 
minds of my readers for what 1 expected 
soon to see take place ; at that very time, 
as it now appears. Lord William Bentinck 
(a son of the late Duke of Portland and a 
brother of the preseni Duke) was actually 
arrived in England from Sicily, whither he 
had, but a few weeks4)eforc, been sent, as 
Commander in Chief of our army there 
and as our minister plenipotentiary, and 
where, as was seen in my last, he was ex¬ 
pected to be the bearer of “ strong and po- 
“ sitive instructions.” The came of his 
speedy return has not yet been |jiihlv;ly 
staled in plain terms ; but, our venal prints 
have given us the supposed cause ; ami, 
upon their suppositions, taking into view 
the probability of the sources whence the 
suppo-sitionsreally proceed, and the motives 
from which they have been promulgated 
amongst this otoj< people,” some 

observations present themselves, and to 
these I beg leave to solicit the reader’^ 

attention.-As a .preparation, however, 

for these observations, it may not be amiss 
for us to refresh our memories as to mat¬ 
ters, which the length of the war and the 
multitude and magnitude of its events, 
may well be supposed to have almost ob¬ 
literated from our minds; and which are, 
nevertheless, necessary to be remembered, 
in order to give us clear notions, and to 
enable us to judge correctly, of what i| 
now going on, and, which is of more im¬ 
portance, of tire events, which every one 
must now anticipate.——Our connection 
with the Court of Sicily, 1 shall not, at 
present, attempt to trace farther back than 
the year 1803; but? the time will come 
and must come, when th^ previous part of I 
that connection, when the events of 1799, 
when the deeds of the Bay of Naples and 
the part which Lord Nelson took therein, 
when tha truly noble conduct of Sir 
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Thomas Troubridge and Captain Foote, 
when the fate of the Neapolitan Patriois, 
wheii, in short, all the acts of that time, in 
theif unvarnished colours, will he consigned 
to the volume of histojy, and handed down 
to the impartial judgment of future times. 
In waiting, with all the patience that we 
can command, for the day when'*this sacred 
duty may be safely performed in a man- 
neV responsive to the demands of truth and 
justice; in waiting for that day, which, 
let us hope, is at no great distance, we will, 
because we most, content ourselves with 
tracing back our connection with the 

Court ofSicilyJ .0 the year lS0.j. -In the 

month of September of this laslt mentioned 
year, the Emperor Napoleon buitig then 
at war with Austria and Russia, which war 
was termiilated at Aiisterlitz, the foutt of 
Sicily (then of the Tvtio Sicilies) entered 
into a treaty of neutrality with the Emperor 
of France. The former stipulated to ob¬ 
serve a strict neutralify during tRewar; 
and,*especially, not to sufl'er any Russian 
or English troops to land in Naples, and 
not to commit its own troops to the com¬ 
mand of any foreign power or officer. In 
coiisetpience of the conciusi in of whici^ 
treaty, which was ratilied on the 8ih of 
Ocioher, 1805, the Emperor of France 
withdrew his troops from the territory of 
Naples, part of which he had, by way of 
precaution, occupied from the commence¬ 
ment of I he present war with England. 
But, on the 2t)ilr of November, only about 
six week* after theratificatioiiof the treaty, 
an English and Russian squadron came 
into the Bay of Naples (the memorable 
theatre of the deeds of 17119 !) and there 
landed a body of troops, amounting'to 
about 24,000 men, 14,Q00 Russians under 
GeneVal,Lasey, and 10,0f)0 English under 
Sir James Craig. These troops, the land¬ 
ing of whom was not opposed, marched 
into the interior, in order, as was alledged 
by Russia, to make a diversion in favour of 
Austria; but, their landing, was a signal 
for warlike preparations |||||he part of the 
Court of Naples, who once^ more, 
seemed resolved to enter the field against 
Napoleon. Scarcely, however, were these 
preparations begun, when Napoleon, 
1 having>nibdued Us two great enemies at 
P . » . ' 
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Austerlitz, dispatcliei^ an army, with hiii 
brother Joseph at its head, to drive the 
Neapolitan Court and its allies “ into the 
sea/' The effect of this was the flight 
of the Court of Naples to Sicily, preceded 
by the English army, who were utterly 
unequal to the task of lesistiiig the migiity 
force of France for a single week. It was 
now, and probably for the last time, that 
thc*Court of the Two Sicilies crossed the 
BtJy of Naples, that Bay which had been 
the scene of their tfiumpb, in 1799, the 

never-to-be-forgotten 1799.-Since that 

tigic, the kingdom of Naples has owned 
the sway, !irst of Joseph Buonaparte, and 
afterwards of Prince Murat, now the king 
of Naples, and contending for the sway 

over Sicily also.-Our army went, as 

we have seen, to the island of Sicily, 
where it has been, with il.s augmentations, 
from the early part of the year 1800 to 
the present time.——-The^ reader need 
liardlj' he rediinded of the several attempts, 
which have been made by that army to 
recover the Neapolitan territory or to an¬ 
noy'the conqueror, but all wbicb are well 
known to have wholly failed in their ob¬ 
ject, though upon one occasion, the battle 
ofMaida, much skill as well as courage 
appear to have been displayed by sir John 
Stuart (who succeeded sir James Craig at 
Sicily) and by the officers and troops 

under his command.-From the time of 

the abandonment of Naples, our connec¬ 
tion with the Court of Sicily became, of 
course, more close. That court was, in a 
measure, ruined. They had indeed a part 
of their dominions left; but, they had lost 
their palaces, their goods, all the absolute 
possessions of a Court, and, what is of more 
consequence., the far greater part of their 
revenues. Having, in this Ifeggared situ¬ 
ation, a war to carry on for the preserva¬ 
tion of the remaining part of their domi¬ 
nions, they naturally loolted to England 
for the greater part of the means neces¬ 
sary for that [nsrpose; an<l, as the men who 
then ruled,like those whostiil rule thiscoum 
try, regarded, apparently, the prest;ryation 
of Sicily as being of importance to us, the 
Court of Sicily obtaiucil, and* has ever 
since received iVom England a large an¬ 
nual for llie purpo.se of .fenabikig 

that CtHirt lo^kecp on foot an army of a 
certain strens|Hybr the purpose of assist¬ 
ing us in the l(||p|pce,ofthe island--We 

shall see, in the publications, upon which 
1 am about to remark, that this subsidy is 
regarded as the effect of the most pure 
of the most sublime gene 


rosily, and, therefore, vi^tbout entering 
here into the question of how far our go¬ 
vernment would be justified in expending 
the resources of England in the way of 
gift to the Court of Sicily, without any 
view ta the interest of England ; without 
entering prematurely upon that iTnportant 
question, we ought here look back a 
little to the cause of the Court of Sicily 
being driven out of Naples and b^ng re¬ 
duced to the necessity of fighting for their 
last stake in Sicily, and to see what part 

uie bore in the producing of that cause. . . ■ 

Tl>e Emperor Napoleon, in his order to 
his army, dated at Schoenbrun, said, that 
the Court of Naples had been treacherous, 
that they had broken their treaty of neutra¬ 
lity, and that, therefore, they should cease to 
reign. Now, did the Russians and English 
land with the approbation of the then Court 
of Naples, or did they not? If they did, 
the charge of the Emperor Napoleon was 
fust; and, if they did not, that Court lost 
their continental dominions on ottr nccuunr; 
they lost those dominions because we vio¬ 
lated the neutrality of their territory; and 
which territory, A)e it well observed, we 
abandoned without a battle in its defence. 
A battle, with our trifling force, would 
hav.3 been useless ; but, at any rate, 
we fought no battle in defence of the 
kingdom of Naples ; and, be it also ob¬ 
served, that we gave up the contest against 
the remonstrances of the Court, whom, in 
fact, we left to follow our army to the 
island of Sicily. We wanted not the will 
to defend Naples against the French ; but 
we wanted the poicer. The effect was the 
((same to the Courlof Sicily; and, whether 
we landed with the approbation, of that 
Court, or against tlieir will, the ruin that 
ensued was, it is clear to me, equally at¬ 
tributable to that landing. Therefore, 
when our writers are talking so loudly of 
our generosity, of the great favours whicit 
we have conferred on the Court of Sicily, 
and of their ingratitude, those writers must, 
surely, have wholly forgotten all the facts 
^hat I have notv, with too much prolixity, 
perhaps, endeavimred to recall to the 
mind of the reader. Lev it not be iina- 
gined, however, that I wish to "be the de¬ 
fender or the apologist of itie Court of Si¬ 
cily. No, reader, 1 pray you uol to ima¬ 
gine that; not to sujjpose, for one single 
moment, that I have any feeling of friend¬ 
ship for that Court. But, truth ought to 
be spoken, of every one, be he who or 
what be may: the devil, according to 
the old saying, ought to have his due-y-^ 
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After this preface we may enter upon our^ 
remarks on the venal publications that* 

arp now putting forth,-We have long 

heard, in a sort of half-whisper, of certain 
misunderstandings jn Sicily. These hire¬ 
ling vehicles have hinted at jealousies and 
want of cordiality; but, until now, we 
have not had it ftpenly avowed, that the 
Court ®f Sicily, our old'dear friends and 
Antgacobin associates, were at enntUy with 
us; nay, that they were actually our ene¬ 
mies even in a warlike sense. This, how¬ 
ever, we are now told, and we are also told 
of the proper remedy to be applied, which 
remedy is neither more nor less than e 
seizure of the Sicilian Dominions far our own 
use, lest they should fall into the hands of 
the French. We are told, by the same 
venal writers, who talk so much of our dis¬ 
interestedness and generosity, that we ought 
to seize upon the country, of which we 
have so disinterestedly and generously 
come to the defenc^.—But, it is now 
time to hear the venal writers in their own 
words. I could quote several of them, 
but I shall, in the first instance, take 

theCourier of the 28th of September.- 

After adverting to the fact of Lord W. 
Bentinck’s return, the writer proceeds 
thus; “ The PEOPLE of Sicily *are 
“ known to be well disposed to this country, 
** find to be grateful for the assistance, we 
“ jiave afforded them, without which they 
" would long since have been invaded by 
“ the enemy. 'J’lie^ KJNG of Naples may 
have, and we believe has, good intentions, 
*' but the cares of Government are too bur- 
" thensome for him, and he commits them. 
" to other hands. In the OUAR'fER to 
* which we allude there has always been 
“ a strange jealousy of the English, Upon 
" some minds obligations produce a feeling 
“ of hale instead of gratitude; and the 
*' presence of the objects conferring them is 
" goading and painful. Such minds eager- 
" Ty receive impressions unfavourable to 
" those objects —an observation, the truth 
“ of which has been sensibly experienced 
“ in our alliance with Sicily. The PARTY 
“to whom wg allude *seems to have felt 
“ as the Tyrant of old did, when in speak- 
“ ing of a periPn who had done him great 
" service, he exclaimed—He has con- 
“ “ ferred upon me to 9 great obligations for 
“ “ me to love him.’^——Our commerce 
“ has been subject to vexatious regulations 
" —our military and naval force neither 
“ welcomed with the cordiality ft deserved, 
“ nor furnished with the facilities which 
“ U bad purebased wi^ irtamrtt and 
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‘f its blood. ' If any errors were commit- 
•• ted, they were magnified : while ser-' 
“ vices, however signal, were under-rated, 
" or teceived with reluctant acknowledge 
“ ment. At first, it is said, we remonstrat- 
•• ed gently, more “ in pity than in anger” 
“ -ibul remonstrances were unattended to, 
“ and it was remarked that such of the 
“ Sicilian Nobility as had been the strong- 
“ est in their attachment to us were coldly 
" received, and tbeif visits gradually dis- 
“ paused with. Of these noblemeii some 
“ have been banished. It was in this state of 
“ aflairs that Lord W. Bentinck arrived ^t 
" Palermo; and as may well be conceiv- 
“ ed, was instructed to speak a decisive 
" language. —" We have aftorded you, wb 
“ “ are still affording you the most power- 
“ » ful and DISINTERESTED assistance 
““—Co-operate with us heartily in a 
" “ work of which yqu are to receive the 
“ “ EXCLUSIVE benefit.” . It may be 
“ supposed that we accompanied this open 
“ language with the demand of CER- 
“ TAjN PLEDGES of the good faith of 
“ the Sicilian Government; that we re- 
“ quired the removal of those Counsellors 
" who were known to be hostile to our inte- 
“ rests, and who would paralyse any efforts 
“ thut might be made for the safety of tli» 
“ kingdom. Tht manner in which this was 
“ received, and the language lield in reply 
“ to our remonstrances, might, we speak 
“ only from conjecture, have been deemed 
“ by Lord W. Bentinck so offensive and 
" affronting as to convince him that hisim- 
“ mediate departure was the only step he 
“ could take consistently with the duty he 
" owed to the Government of which he 
“ was the representative.——What course 
" will be adopted by his Majesty’s Minis- 
“ ters, v/f cannot of course be acquainted 
“ with—but there is one clear principle : 
“ If our Ally, by treachery, or negligence, or 
“ supineness, will not use the means he has 
“ in his power to prevent his territories 
V from falling into the hands of our enemy, 
“and thereby increasing that enemy’s 
“ means* of annoying US, he can have no 
“just cause of complaint against us if we 
“ no longer consider and treat him as ti 

"jfriendly power.** -Are there no thun- 

' derbolls! No, not for fellows like this ; 
but there surely are sto'ne^, horseponds, 
pumps, blankets and broos|||iticks! What 1 
and are our senses tb be insulted sn this 
manner! Will the public tolerate this 
gross, this abominable, insult! Will they 
bear to^ be told, first, that vve have placed 
an army in Sicily frem tliB 

1 P 2 
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roost pure "DISINTERESTJDNESS;” against our dear Antijacobin ally. Hav- 
that we. have done all that we have done, ing painted the conduct of the Court of 
and are doing in Sicily, purely for the Sicily in as black colours as he is well 
purpose ot serving the Sicilians; that they able, he conies to the remedy. He de- 
are to have the “ EXCLUSIVE benefit^* scribes the state of the army of Sicily; he 
of all.^our exertions; will the public bear tells us what we are able'io do, atjd what 
to be told this, and then, in the very n^xt we ought to do; and the Courier of the 
breath, be told, that the defence of the 1st instant approves of his recommenda- 
island is necessary to prevent its falling lion. It says ; “ In a preceding p^ge we 
into the hands of the enemy, and''thereby “ have inserted a long extract from Cap- 
" increasing THAT ENEMY'S MEANS " tain Pasley’s work on our military policy 
'' OF ANNOYING US !’* Will the pub- “ and institutions. He enters very largely 
lie bear this? Ifit will; if it will patiently “into the subject of our relations with 
he$r this; 'why, then, alt that I can say, “ Sicily : and it tnay be wise to adopt the 

is, that it matters very little what befalls " policy he recommends’* -This being the 

such a public. And, indeed, nothing but case, let us see what this, his recom- 
severe suffering; nothing but rods of scor- mendalion, is, and what are the grounds, 
pions, can bring such a public to its senses, upon which he endeavours to justify it, 
and make it distinguish between truth and whether in point of equity or policy. He 

falshood.-Before we proceed any lui- speaks with great, and, I dare say, de- 

ther with our remarks, it is necessary to served, contempt of the Sicilian Troops; 
observe, thatj in all the hireling prints, says that should derive no-assistance 
there has been, within these few days, from them in cas6 of actual attack upon 
published a lotig extract from a work the Island; that our alliance with Sicily 
of CAFIAIN PASI.EY, on the state of is upon the worst possible fooling; that, 
things in Sicily and on tlie policy proper to remedy this, vve ought to request the 
for us to pursue with regard to that conn-, court of'Sicily '' to appoint the British 
Uy and its Court. This extract, which I " General, in Sicily, the Commander in Chief 
have inserted in another part of this Nuni- “ cf their army, and also to place its Com¬ 
ber, recommends the seizure of the island, “ mmariat and Paymaster’s offices in the 
unles^s the Court, for the preservation of “ hands of our Commissaries and Pay- 
^ • n . of the country, “ masters; tint the Sicilian Troops 

will gire up the command of the whole of their “ now look upon the British Troops with . 
own army tons! I beg the reader’s alien- '• envy, and, perhaps, with haired;” that 
tion to this extract; for he may be quite even lliis “ modification’’ of the terms of 
sure, that the Court of Sicil}' has read it the alliance would be very disadvan- 
long ago, and that it has not failed to pro- tageous for Great Britain, “ for'that no- 
duce a suitable effect upon their minds, 'filling can be more unfair and unjust, 

• —'Capt. Paslev seems to have been the “ than that the whole of the resources of 
leader of tiiose, w^ho have now found out, “ the great and rich island of Sicily should 
that the Court of Sicily are not our friends. '' be solely applied to the poinp and plea- 
lie has forgotten, if he ever kngw, the “suresof tVs courr, and to the charges of 
history of our former connection w ith the “ the civil administration, without leaving, 
oiciiian Court, wlien they reigned in Na- '' at least, some surplus of revenue FOR 
pics as well asiiiSicily; hedofsiiotadvert "US; that, by such an arrangement, 

o, nor does he seem to have the least recol- " however, we should find ourselves much 
lection or knowledge of, the events, whiclu " more secure in Sicily as a MILITARY 
hna ly drove the Court of Sicily from Mieir " STATION." He then says, that by 
continental dominions, and that gave an Way of objection to these alterations, it 
Unglish army a footing in Sicilyg be ap- may possibly be urged by, the court of 

pears to consider the island as having been Sicily, that there is a treaty, that we 
attacKed, ^likely to be, attacked,-by tlje cannot, with justice, infridge this treaty, 
French, atra toa|, under such circum- *and that, the proper time to have made 
stance, without our having had any hand the arrangements itovy proposed was when 
in prooucing^tlH^mbarrassments and dan- we entered into the« treaty in question, 
gers Of jthe Court, we Hew to their assist-' Anticipating this objection, lie says, that 
.ance , he talks of our rfiriniemiedness and the court of Sicily, to set up this treaty 
of the gratitude dm to us, in precisely the with effect, must be able to show that they 
same style^ all the venal writers, and he have not violated, or departed from, their 
suiyassew them ail, I think, in bittiness part of the contract. But, he says, that ■ 
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this th^ty cannot show; for, that they 
have stipulated to keep constanily. on foot 
a well-disciplined regular army of a cer¬ 
tain strength, and that they iiave not done 
this; that their army is not well-disci¬ 
plined, clothed, or paid ; “ that their con- 
•• duct to their trfiops has been shqm^ul and 
« opprdsive, as both officers and soldiers 
have no scruple in openly asserting; that 
" we have, by this court of Sicily, always 
“ beeh deceived by/a/sc musters; that, 
this being the case, we are no longer 
“ bound by the treaty, and that the least 
thing wc can do is to withdraw our Subsidy, 
“ and leave them to maintain their own 
“ army in th« best way they can out ol' 
" their own resources.” He then pro¬ 
ceeds to say, that this would be a better 
thing fur us than even the punctual fulfil¬ 
ment of the present treaty; for, that we 
should, with the subsidy money, be able 
to raise a better army than that of Sicily 
is, aud that the court of Sicily would, in 
this case, “ forfeit all claim to our NA¬ 
TIONAL GENEROvSITY.” Anticipat- 
ing, that this step on our part might in¬ 
duce the court of Sicily to make peace with 
Napoleon, he says, that this would be 
the moat fortunate thing in the world for 
us, for that •• we shall have a much better 
“ chanceof success in Sicily in fighting^bere 
" as the enemies, than in fighting as the 
allies, of the Sicilian government.” He 
says, that the French cannot come 
to their aid without our permission ; that 
the Sicilian army would be easily beaten 
by us; that WE MIGHT ARM THE 
PEOPLE OF SICILY IN OURFAVOUR. 
Therefore, he says, hostilities on the part 
of the court of Sicily are by no means io 
be dreaded ; but that, on the contrary, 
" they would give us a RIGHT once more 
“to TAKE POSSESSION OF SICILY 
“ FOR OURSELVES, which would be 
" att/Inded with the most BENEFICIAL 
« EFFECTS TO OUR POWER AND 
" PROSPERITY; and, that we ought 
not to have the SMALLEST SCRUPLE 
** in adopting this VIGOROUS measure,' 
« if the court of Palermo, by their MIS- 
« CONDUCT, give ais JUST REASON 
« for 80 doii%and the “ misconduct,” 
which would give os this " just reason,” 
he explains to mean, a refusal of “ our 
« MODERATE and REASONABLE re- 
" quest, that WIJ should COMMAND 
" an army that we’ourselves PAY.”— — 
Reader, is it necessary to say any more 
of this, thi^ii just to observe* that this is 
Ae langua^ of all Uic hireling prints in 
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England; of all those, who for so many 
y®*ts, havf been tiie advocates of the war 

?-As to the conduct of the 

Sicilian Court, our dearly beloved Anti¬ 
republican friends, I shall leave that to be 
described by their associates ; I shall 
leave that to the Antijacobins, and shall 
be more apt to give them credit in this 
case than in almost any other ; but, 1 
must say, that it is somewhat surprising, 
that souls, so formed by nature for • liar- 
monious intercourse, should have per¬ 
mitted any thing tq produce hostility be¬ 
tween them; and, in spile of present ap¬ 
pearances, I am inclined to ihirrk, that 
they will make all up again*; that tliey 
will shake hands and be friends again, 
dnd bang together as to all practical pur- 
posts, just as the opposing parlies 6f a cer¬ 
tain assembly do, though they hate one 
another like poison. I think they will 
“ rally'* round the good old cause, and 
bury their hatred to.one another in their 
greater halrerl of Jacobins, hr reformers. 
-But, ail this while, the people of Eng¬ 
land, their blood and tlieir taxes, seem to. 
pass for Aothing. We are told of tile ge¬ 
nerosity of defending the court of Naples ; 
»we are told of these fine acta of genero¬ 
sity on the parts of our government; but, 
to hear these writers, one would’ imagine, 
ib;jt they gave the money out of tladr own 
pockets. The fact is, however, that, the peo¬ 
ple of England pay, in subsidy, to the 
Court of Sicily, 400,000/. a year, and have 
dune this for several years last past. Four 
hundred thousand pound.s a year, while 
there are twelve hundred thousand paupers 
in England and Wales ; while the taxes 
are so heavy as to be paid with the great¬ 
est difficulty; and w hile it is nuiurious 
that this subsidy causes an issue of bank 
notes that adds very greatly to the depreci¬ 
ation of the paper money.—This is a matter 
that never seems to enter into the heads 
of any oT those who inveigh against the 
conduct of the Court of Sicily. These 
writers make no scruple fo assert that;.hat 
court are our enemies*; but, such is their 
coiAcippt of the people of England, that 
tliey do not seem to think it at ail neces¬ 
sary to say a w'ord in the way of excuse 
for those, who give nearly half a iniilioa 
a year of our money to our enemies; and 
that, too, if what these ^r||ers now' say be 
true, long after it was well known that they 
were our enemies. , But, the fact is, that 
this set of politicians, the whdle set ef 
them, despise the people of England more 
than they do any other of God's creatureti. 



427] POLITICAL KEGISTER.—Si«Vy; [439 


. -Opon reading the above passages, 
in which oppression of the Sicilian troops 
is spoken of, one cannot scarcely forbear 
laughing outright. We are not'told indeed 
in what manner they are oppressed; we are 
net told precisely what sort of punishment 
is inflicted upoit theia; whether any of 
them have pins thrusted up under tl^eir 
nails when suspected of shamming illness. 
It would have been worth while, I think, 
just to give us a specimen or two of their 
treatment; but this, 1 suppose, w as avoided 
from pure " delicacy^,;” from a kind wish 
to spare our tender feelings. Thank you, 
gentle souls; but, another time, do not 
suiler your tenderness to get the better of 
truth. Let us have the picture full before 
■us, tell us plainly what it is that they do 

to the S'lcilian soldiers.-The idea of 

arming the Sicilian people against their go¬ 
vernment is nut less amusing, especially 
when we recollect that one of the princi¬ 
pal grounds of the Anti-jacobin war, was, 
that the French Convention invited any 
people who were oppressed to rise against 
their government. These are precious 
avotV^ls, and really one would aldiostrtiink 
that the object was to show to the whole 
world, that the French Convention was> 
right in all they did as to Ibreign govern¬ 
ments.«--^But, of all the notions incul¬ 
cated in these writings, the most amusing 
certainly is that of compelling the govern¬ 
ment to give up its army into our hamls, 
to put all the forts and military posts into 
our possession, and to make us masters of a 
part, at least, of the revenue; and all this 
for what.^ Why, for the purpose of pre¬ 
serving the INDEPENDENCE of the 
country ! Oh, impudence unparalleled ! 
And yet these same men affect to laugh at 
the idea of Denmark and Prussia and 
Saxony being independent; attd they scru¬ 
ple not to abuse Napoleon, to calbhim up- 
starf Despot and remorseless Tyrant, be¬ 
cause he is supposed to dictate to these 
states a system of commercial laws, a fact 
of vhich there is little doubt, but of which 
they have no proof. They call him Irea-' 
cherotis because he has entered Spqin Vith 
an army and is endeavouring to subdue it; 
and, in almost the same breath, tboy openly 
recommend the seizure of Sicily by our 
army, who, be it observed, entered Sieiky 
as atlies, and bav^ remained there under 
the sanction of a treaty. One of our venal 
prints (the most venal of all), the Times, 
recotnratends the sending of the kiqg and 
queen of Sicily to Naples. These are the 
words, used by that print on the 2Btli of 


September: “ We' think, though, as we 
" have before stated, our means of judging 
“ are very scanty, that it would not be *n 
“ impolitic scheme to land the King and 
'* Queen of the two Sicilies on the conti- 
" nental part of their Majesties’ dominions, 
in ordisr that they, and. particularly the 
“ latter of them, might head the 'partizftns 
" which they po6se.ss there, and rescue Na¬ 
ppies from the grasp of Murat. A Regency 
•' could govern the island in. th^tr ab> 

“ sence.'’-When the queen of Sicily 

reads this, as 1 dare say she will, I wonder 
whether she will look back to 1799, when 
she and Lady Hamilton and her husband 
and Lord Nelson were at Naples and in the 
Bay ! I wonder whether she will recollect 

ELEONORA FONSECA !;-In justift- 

cation ofthismeasureiwhicbis nothingshort 
of a sentence of death against the king and 
queenofNaples, the sameprint,of the 30th of 
September, offers the following arguments: 
“ Thus much is very clear, that if one party 
" is for the French, the other must be against 
" them; and the inference is no less ob- 
" vious, that as wc were called to Sicily to 
“ protect that island from the French; we must 
unite with that party which is most likely 
“ to be. sincere in acting with us for the 
“ attainment of so de.sirab!e an object. 
“ Oi'r view is the independence of Sicily, 
" and has only relation to the external 
“ politics of the country. With lire inter- 
" nal ones, wc have neither the right nor 
“ the wish to inlcrCert'; except they, 
" themselve.s, are perversely thrown across 
“ our path, and then they must be c/curedou/ 
*' if the way. If the Court and pe/iple fight 
“ with each other, so let them f it is not 
F our concern, provided we have placed in 
•' our hands the means pf securing our own 
" sefety, and repelling the common enemy. 
“ But if either Court or people think of 
“ calling in the French to aid. their party 
" politics, the/action that does that imme- 
diately becomes French to us, and must be 
" rooted out, not for our advantage merely, 
"but for the preservation of ike island. We 
" seek to impose nonew King on it,'as Buo^ 
“ naparte does; we seek to levy no tyranni- 
“ cal conscription ; ^e are only struggling 
" to let it have the power, SO DEAR TO 
" HUMANITY, of directing its own affairs, 
" and acting as an independent State. This 
power we -must assist it in retaining as 
long as it can ; aiVd, at all events, we 
" mu.st take care, that if it is relinquished, 
" it may not be put tnto the hands qf our 
enemies.”-I —So dear to humanity! Ob* 
detestable hypocrite! And you want, do 
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yon, to aMume the command o£ the Sici- 
lian army and to appropriate the revenues of 
the country, in order t|penable Sicily, to 
direct its own avoirsYou would not do as 
Buo'naparie does, eh ? No, you would send 
the king and queen of Sicily to Naples 
there to be torn in atoms, while he gives 
the Bourtrons ofSpain a princely establish¬ 
ment in FraiJi^e,, You would set up no ncto 
hug, not you indeed : you would only just 
tal^ tb& country for yourself. Your object 
is to secure the independence of Sicily, and 
to secure that object you only want to 
have the arm<y, the forts and the revenue 
in youE hands, and to “ root out” all those 
who. would oppose this “ moderate” wish. 
Youc say, that those who wish lo'call in t/te 
French became French to you; but you will 
not give the world proqf, or something like 
proof of such a wish ? “ If the Court think 
“of calling in the French;” but, how are 
you to know their thoughts; and^wa.sthere 
ever before beard of such intolerable 
tyranny as that of proceeding to punish 
people ioTpresumed t/^ughts ? This charge 
of wishing in favour of the French is a 
sweeping one. There is no case that it 
will not suit; no object that it will not 
reach. We here see nothing but hypothe¬ 
sis; nothing but suspicion thrown out: 
one party are for the French; if either 
court or people think of calling in the 
French. So that, whether it be the pre¬ 
sumed wish of the one or the other, we are 
thereon to found a right of “ roonwg that 
parly out.” This, if it produce no effect 
upon the people df England, will not fail 
to produce effect in other parts of the 

world.! . ■■ — Before I dismiss this Subject, .1 

cannot refrain from saying a few words* 
upon the proposition that these writers 
make of seizing upon the island of Sicily, 
for our own use. * — The rabble of politi¬ 
cians, whether in high or low life, are al¬ 
ways eager for new acquisitions of terri¬ 
tory, very seldom reflecting whether they 
are likely to produce good or evil, and 
they are sure to have on their side all that 
numerous tribe, who are continually gap¬ 
ing for the taxes, and to give them a chance 
of getting at which every new acquisition 

of territory is*admirably calculated.- 

But, if this seizing proposition were to be 
adopted, what eflect does the reader, 
imagine it would have upon the minds of 
the Spemiards, some qf whom have already 
been charged with the crime of having ap¬ 
prehensions upon the score of our sending 
reiiforcements to Cadiz, and of* our having 
a design to place their troops and their 
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provinces under th^bommand of our own 
ofEcersf Does the reader suppose, that 
a seizure of Sicily, and, of course> a 
virtual- dethronement of the king, would 
tend to diminish the apprehensions of 
those Spaniards ? • Say, that we std^ 
short of this, and content ourselves wilh 
tha,'‘ moderate and reasonable" demands, 
suggested by Captain Pasley and approv¬ 
ed of by the venal English prints; name¬ 
ly, with a surrender of the Sicilian afmy 
and a part of the revenues into our hands; 
say, that we content^ufselves with these 
“ moderate and reasonable” terms, is it 
likely, that the confidence of .the Spapf- 
ards will thereby be completely restored ? 
-j—Well; but shall we be able to keep 
Sicily, to “ preserve its independence shall 
w.e, even if we seize the island, be able 
to accomplish this amiable and disinter¬ 
ested purpose for any length of time ? 
Shall we be able to heat the Sicilian army 
and arm the pvasaiitry against the govern¬ 
ment and, at the same time’, defend the 
island against the French ; shall we bfe 
able thus to “ preserve the independence ” 
of Sfciiy without an army ol’.^/y or sixty 
thousand men and an annual expenditure 
bf ten millions in Bank Notes? Do these 
projectors think of these things ? f^O, they 
think of nothing but what they suppose 
will* be pleasing to those whose very 
wishes they vie with each other in anti- 
ci|)ating.—Upon this subject the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle, which is supposed to speak 
the, sentiments of the OUTS, holds a 
strange language. It is always blaming 
the ministers for want of VIGOUR in 
their transactions with Sicily. Not a 
word about justice or consistency; not a 
word in favour of the people of Sicily ; but 
hints at the misconduct of the Court to¬ 
wards us, and a call for vigorous measures. 
The veilal prints, fighting under the flag 
of Captaiq PasJey, have acted a more can¬ 
did part; they have told us what they 
mean by vigorous measures. They would 
demand the Sicilian army and pan of the 
'revenues to be given up to us, and, if this 
“ moderate and reasonable” demand was 
refused, they would “ root out” the refus¬ 
ing party, and, if the Court were that 
party, they would toss them down upon 
the strand of the Bay of Naples, where 
they would have as goodoa chance as if 
tossed into a tyger’s den amongst a dam 
and her young ones. This, at any rate, 
is frank: it is speaking out: we know 
what the parties mean; whereas the 
Morning Chronicle keeps dinning in our 
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ears nothing but a s6rt of mytterious call 
for v^'our. -This is, however, the ge¬ 

neral tone of the OUTS, who, upon all oc¬ 
casions, find fault of the ministei s lor their 
want of rigour; which, being fairly inter- 
jbreied, means, that they would, if they 
were in place, do the same acts that the 
ministers do, hut that they would do them 
in a more vigorous manner. We never hear 
them complain of the injustice of any of the 
UCtl of iheir rivals; never of any waste of 
the public money ; never of any encroach¬ 
ment on the lilu riiw; of the people. All 
that they complain ofss, a loant of vigour, 
Lft them Jook at the acts of our govern¬ 
ment I'of the last twenty years; let them 
.look into the Statute Book for that period, 
and ilr;y will, 1 think, see no marks of a 
want of vigour. We have heard much 
talk about u vigour fjryond the law; but, 
really, those laws are of themselves suffi¬ 
ciently rigorous.- — I'o hear these eternal 
complaints of a want of vig/iur, who would 
not suppose, that our government had, for 
a long while, neglected the u.se of its 
powers, and had been so very lenient and 
indulgent as to have suffered the people 
to run riot with ease, riches, and licenti¬ 
ousness ! Ah ! these complaints of a leant 
of vigoi^r in their rivals ought to make us 
cautious how we give any encouragement 
t(J the OUTS.--—This charge of a want 
of vigour lias been set up against all the 
old governments that have fallen before 
the republicans of France. “ Louis XV’L 
was a ’weuk-minded man ; he w as toe» lc~ 
*'nknt: he yielded too iwacA to his peo- 
“ pie.” And the same charge has gone 
round. Arl the fallen kings “ wanted 
“ vigour,” according to the Anti-jacobin 
notions. They were pretty vigorous, how¬ 
ever, you will find, if you^ examine the 
acts of their days of power. There was 
no want of vigour in France, ti’hile the 
Uttr-s de cachet and the Bustilv were in 
vogue. The kings of Prussia w'ere very 
vigorous men; and so were and are the 
CZars ol Muscovy. Even the Siadtholdcr 
gave un(]ue.siionab{e proofs of vigour .when 
he called in the Prussian arm}, com¬ 
manded by the Duke of Brunswick, to 
pot down the Dutch Patriots. And, 
though last iK-i least, oor august allies, the 
Court of Sicily, were no*, wanlifig in tii- 
gour when tlsey Sveie upon *hr continent. 
In short, they have all been t]ui*e vigorous 
enonglj, except as agumt the French armies, 
in wdiich case they have, innee-d, shown a 
lamentable deficiency in this seemingly 
prune quality of regular goverament.—-It 


seems never to have occurred to any of the-s* 
complainants of a want of vigour, that it 
was possible, th4PBome of the lallen go¬ 
vernments might have been too vigorrm 
before they were attacked by the French; 
that, when the French came, they found 
their vigour all exhausted. It se^ms never 
to have, occurred to them, tliat there were 
any means, other than those of force and 
punishment, by which the fallen goverii- 
menls mighthavc convinced their subjects 
of the utility of resisting the French ar¬ 
mies. No such thought seems ever to 
have occurred to them. They can see 
clearly enough all the tyranny of Buo¬ 
naparte s system. They can rail against 
him in a most manly strain. '1 he Cou¬ 
rier of the 3rd instant, in speaking of his 
present tour tlr ough his maritime domi¬ 
nions and of his rigorous measures as to 
commerce, says : " There is one conso- 
“ laiion arising out of this increase of sc- 
" verity, that as it punishes /it's ouh sub- 
jects most, it renders him more and more 
■' odious, and map accelerate his downfall. 
"Intoxicated by power, he appears, al- 
" ways to forget that tyranny has its limits; 
" that there is a period beyond which the 
“ oppressor cannot oppress, anil the opjiressed 
" '.oiU not endure. He flatters himself per- 
" ht!|)s that his authority is now perfecl- 
" ly consolidated, and his despotism se- 
" cure. Just so do ALL TYRANTS; 
" Caligula never thought himself so safe 
" and firm as on the very day he was dis- 
" patched.”——Very good; hut lei the 
observations be general. Let them apply 
to ail tyrants in every part of the world, 
and of every sort, whether open ami hold 
•in their tyranny; or whether their ty¬ 
ranny be marked by the basest hypocrisy 
and by all the malice of cowardice; let not 
these ju.st observations femain unapplied 
to the shamming, cheating, smiling, cut¬ 
throat-tyranny, which merits as great, and 
a much greater, degree of hatred, than a 
tyranny without disguise, for the latter 
is, in reality, much less cruel than the 

former.-To return, for a moment,, to 

the subject of Sicily, I beg the reader not 
to believe, that /* feel any partiality for 
the king or queen of that eouiury ; I beg 
him to believe, that I am, at best, hidifier- 
i ent as to what our government may do re¬ 
specting them. My concern is for the 
people of Sicily and. the people of Eng¬ 
land, the latter of whom hare long been 
paying enormous sums of money for th« 
purpose of maintaining over the former 
that very government -which w« axe, by 
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our venal writer#, now told is an intoler- 
able tyranny, and which these writers 
openly purpose to ** Tootout. “ What 
we shall next hear of from Sicily no man 
can guess. It is quite impossible to con¬ 
jecture how the thing may go on ; but of 
this we lijipy be wtfll assured, that, ‘in the 
end, the came of freedom wili be benefited 
even by. the witiigues and cabals in the 
Island o^ Sicily. 

Spain and her Colonies! ——But, 
here, reader, is a scene opening upon usl 
A declaration <f indejiendence on the shores 
<f the L’nlpli of Mexico! And, at almost the 
same nioinent, the Cortes of Spain declar¬ 
ing, that " Spain is not the putrimmiy qf 
•• any family /” The work of revolution 
has but just made a serious beginning. The 
Anti-jacobins may sharpen up their pens 
anew; for tliey will have a sufficiency of 
etnployrnent. But, I imagine, they will 
not again be able to persuade the people 
of England out of voluntary loans and 
contributions in order*to preserve to them¬ 
selves “ the blessed comforts of religion,” 
and to kee|) “ thei^loomy despair qf atheism” 
out of ibtir families. Eo, no: this will 
not do again. If it were to succeed, it 
w'oiiid be quite useless; for, with all the 
power vve possess, we should not be abiff to 
prevent revolutions in a world that is re¬ 
solved upon revoluiion.-1 have not 

roonj liere to enter into any parlicultif ob¬ 
servations upon the great public acts 
above-mentioned; but, I cannot help re¬ 
marking, that the inonie.nt we hear, iliat a 
part of the S|jani.sli Colonies have de¬ 
clared thciiiselves independent and have 
promulgated the principles of freedom, at 
that very moment "vve hear of Commis¬ 
sioners appointed by our government to 
mediate between them and Old Spain! 
We must have, as the old saying is, “ a 
•• finger in the pye.” Why could we not 
have let these people alone? What need 
had we to proffer Aour mediation T And, 
what can that mediation mean, unless it 
be to bring the Colonists back to their former 
state? Vain pursuit! Never will ihe}^ 
again acknowledge subjection to Spain; 
and if the rule*rs of Spain (be they who 
they mav) are wise, they will at once 
acquiesce in the separation; and cultivate 
an intercourse with, the new slate, or 
states, as fast as freedom shall spread it¬ 
self over those fair but long-degraded re¬ 
gions. Spain, supposing-her to be undi¬ 
vided at home and without an* enemy in 
Eorope, has not the power to subdue any 
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considerable force rajsed against her iq 
South America. What, then, can she be 
expected to do in her present state ? The 
War of Napoleon in the Peninsula will, 
then, in all probability^give freedom to 
South America; and we see, that it has* 
already drawn from the rulers of Spain 
(hisd-ivals) an abolition of the odious 
feudal tyrannies, and a declaration that 
Spain is not the patrimony of any family. 
Whatever, therefore, may. have been his 
intentions, which,'indeed, appear to have 
been merely those of a conqueror, the 
war which he has waged and is waging 
in Spain may be safely said to .have pro¬ 
duced great good to mankintf. Our re> 
sis^ance of him (without entering into oiir 
motives) has also been of use in the same 
way. Between us we have given the 
South Americans time and opportunity 
to break their bonds; and, let us hope 
for a similar result in Old Spain; a 
I hope which mpst, 1 think, be uppermost 
in the heart of every man who is not the 
enemy of bis species. I am aware, how¬ 
ever, how the souls of the Anti-jacu^ins 
suflcr' under the apprehension of seeing 
Spain and South America exhibit exam- 
ptes of freedom. 1 think J see them now 
■scowling over the “Rights or. Man,*' 
proinuluated Iroin the borders of the 
Mexfcan Gulph In vain do they look 
round them for the means of forming ano¬ 
ther cruside agaimsl republicans and ic- 
eeiltrs. The heroes of Piloiiz are no 
VIhere now to be found. All the Anti¬ 
jacobins can do is to sit and curse the voice 
of freedom that is, iti every dinclion, 
forcing Its way through the shattered and 
•shakiiii; faiiic of tyrannical power, and 
calling upon the slave to throw off his 
chaiM. 0 , wlietjier fastened on him by 
rude force, or, by slow and unseen de¬ 
grees, di^wn round him by the hands of 
hypocrisy fraud. 

Col. M'MaHon.- A gentleman, upon 

whose word I can rely, requests me to 
slate, in correction of an error in my last, 
that Colt M'Mahon " has been out qf the 
“ arffjy for the last sixteen years ; that, as to 
“ his servuxs, be shared fully with the other 
“ British Officers, as a Subtdiem in the 44th 

Regiment throughout the seven year's 
"campaign'in America? ab the head of 
" which fell General Agnew and Major 
" Hope, and afterwands as a Captair\ under 
“ the command of Lord Moira; and that 

his conduct Was universally such as be- 
" came an officer and a gentlemluj.**-^—Ai 
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i 0 tbegenenl Gondact and character of Mr. 
M'Mahon, it was ' unneceaaary for his 
£i-iend to say a word ; for I did not throw 
out the most distant hint against either, as, 
indeed, with troth, 1 could not,, having 
«Deter beard any thing to justify such a hint. 
With regard to the error relating to Mr. 
M*Mahon’s having received pay as an 
of&cer in the army, the fault is not mine. 
" Men should be what they scm;” and, 
as'he bore the name of Colonel, I reason¬ 
ably concluded that he was a Colonel. 
This was not, hotyever, made by me a 
circumstance of much weight; lor, as 1 
observed before, his services were of 
a sort to *be utterly unknown to the public, 
and, therefore, to the'public he ought not 

to have come for a reward.-As to'his 

services as a Sabtdtern and Captain, during 
the unfortunate and disgraceful war against 
the American States, no man will, I am 
sure, pretend, that he had a lair claim, at 
iis age, to any re«'ards other than those 
which the ’mUilary service if.-sclf provided 
for him and, when he chose to (juit the 
army, be, of course, forfeited that claim. 
But, surely,, no man will pretehd that the 
present grant has had eye to the services 
here spoken of! No: it is too monstrous, 
even for these times, to suppose, that a 
man, v^ho, as Captain, chose to quit the 
army, sixteen years ago, in the midiKeofa 
tear, is to be rewarded (or past services with 
a grant for life equal to the pay of tufenty 
captainsin that same army.-Much, how¬ 

ever, as 1 lament the. granting of this place, 
I lament it most of all because 1 cannot 
help looking upon it as a symptom of what 
we have to expect in future. 

Invasion. —This, in all probability, will 
soon, become a copious sulyect. In ano¬ 
ther part of this Number the reader will 
find some documents relating to <« threat¬ 
ened, or talked of, or surmised intended 
invasion of Jersey and Guernsey. I have 
no time to make any remark upon these at 
present, and shall content myself with a 
decided expressiop of my opinion, that, if 
toe have a timely r^orm qf the Commons’ 
House of Parliament, wc may Ittugh at all 
Napoleon’s threats of invasion y but,' yjwe 

have not th<a reform .what then ? Why, 

then we jnay LAUGH AT THEM TOO! 

, . W“. COBBETT.' 

State Prison, Newgate, Priday, 

Idh October, 181 ^ 

P.S. I have not room te notice the 
Mistt Meeting in the present Number. 
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SiciLY .-^^—Representation qf the Deputation 
qfthe Kingdom qf Sicily, to his Ma¬ 
jesty the King of the Two SicUies.-—Pa‘ 
lermo, 9th July, 1811. 

May it please your Majesty ;-By a- 
Royal Dispatch of the 30th oi June last, 
your Majesty did comipamjl this Deputa.' 
tion to state, why they have submitted to 
your Majesty, in their Represetiiaiion of 
the 13th of May last, a Paper signed by 
forty Barons, by a Guardian to a Minors 
and by two younger Sons of Barons, re¬ 
specting the tax. on payments of one per 
cent, assessed by your Majesty by your 
Royal Edict of the Idth February, togc- 
gether with the observations the Deputa¬ 
tion may find it incumbent to maka 
thereon,—In obedience to your Royal 
commands, the Deputation hurohly state 
lo your Majesty that only the desire not 
to withhold any thing from*your Royal 
knowledge, has induced them lo submit 
the said Paper, and'to expose ingenuously 
how, and by whom, it was presented.— 
Meanwhile, the Deputation is of opinion, 
that the .said Paper is not entitled to any. 
further course ; because your Majesty’s 
Edict, levying the tax of one per cent. 
oiii.paymetits, contains no encroachments 
on the laws of the kingdom, and on the 
privileges granted to it by your august 
predecessors.—May God preserve your 
Majesty and the Royal Family for 
many happy years.—Your Majesty’s 
most humble subjects, the Deputies of 
the Kingdom, (Signed,) 

The Prince Buteka. 

R. Archbishop of Palebmo. 

The Prince Cutq, Deputy Senior. 

The Prince Campo-Fbanco. 

B. Serio, Bishop of Ermopoli. 

The Marquis Callentini, 

The Prince Scordia. 

The Canon Lorenzo Di Antoni. 

The Chevalier Gaspare Palekmo- 
The Prince Torremuzza. 

The Canon Paolo Filipponi. 

■ The Prince "Valdina, Protbonotary 
to the Kingdom. 

Anto.nio Della Revere, Secretary. 


Sicily. - Article in the Gazette, respecting 

the Arrest qf the Nobles. —19lA July, 
1811. 

■We learn from Palermo, that on the 
night of the 19tb inst. the following No* 
bility were arrested by order of the Sici* 
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lian Government, and were immediately 
afterwards sent on board the Sicilian ship 
of war the Tartar, to be conveyed to the 
Island of' Favigana, &c. Their names 
are, the Princes of Belmonte, Villa Fran* 
ca, Aci, Castel Nuovo, and the Duke of 
Angio.—^The arrestond exile of these No¬ 
blemen hal given rise to a report, which 
is wholly desi^iute of foundation, which 
is injurious to the English character, and 
calculated to dnuinish the authority of the 
British residing in this island. The report 
is, that these proceedings were instituted 
at the desire of the British Government, 
and that the Admiral and English Charge 
d’Affaires, residing in Palermo, had taken 
a principal part in the execution of it. It 
was also asserted, that an English ship of 
war was employed on this occasion. Such 
a representation is knowti to be utterly 
false and absurd, by the inhabitants of 
Palermo, who were eye-witnesses of the 
transaction; it will also be acknowledged 
that such an interference would be both 
opposed to the establi^ed conduct of the 
British Government, and to the duties of 
its principal agetits in this Island.—Be the 
rumours on this subject what they may, 
we are empowered from the highest au¬ 
thority to contradict them, and to declare 
ihat the English had not only no partioi' 
pation in the business, but not even the 
smallest knowledge of it. The inventors 
and propagators of such vile calumnies 
could have no other object than to pro¬ 
mote discord between the two nations, and 
'to disunite the hearts of the Sicilian peo¬ 
ple from their best friends. 


Sicily. - Rcyal Edict .— 1 9tk July, 1811. 

It having been represented to his Ma- 
jestjs that on several occasions the under¬ 
mentioned subjects Irave shewn manifest 
proofs of turbulence, and ol a disposition 
to interrupt the public tranquillity, having 
taken, the advice proper on such occa- 
sions, and after mature deliberation on the 
consequences of such disobedient conduct, 
he has resolved in his sovereign pleasure 
to order the arrest and exile to diileient 
Islands of the •following persons ;—^The 
Prince of Belmonte Vintimiglio, the Prince 
of Villa Franca, who is also suspended 
from his functions of Colonel of the 1st 
Regiment of Royal Dragoons, &c. the 
Prince.ofVerulstelra, the Prince of Villar- 
mosa, the Prince of Aci, who is also dis¬ 
missed from his post of Adjutant General 
of the King, &c. &c. Ferdinand. 


Jersey.- ^By th^ Stattf’ of th 

Jersey, in the yeur 1811 , tie 21*/<%• 
of ^tember. 

The States have been this day con¬ 
voked, at the instanc-e of liis Excellency » 
Lieutenant General Don, Lieutenant Go¬ 
vernor and ComraandeF in Chief of this 
island, his Excellency has communicated 
to the Slates a letter from the Secretary 
of State, acquainting him, that the enemy 
meditates an attack upon this and the ad¬ 
joining islands. The Goramander-ip-Chief 
also communicates to the States the orders 
he had given in consequence of this in-- 
forniation, both respecting the 'troops of 
the line and the militia, and the ditlerent 
preftarations he had made in the event of 
an attack. The S-ate-s could not avoid 
observing, that in the wisdom of the mea¬ 
sures his Excellency had taken, with so 
much promptitude, for the event of an 
attack, nothing necessasy for such a crisis 
has escaped his vigilance and‘foresight; 
and they oiler iiim their most sincere ac¬ 
knowledgments for this new proof of h»» 
attentidn, add of hi'S indefatigable zeal Tor 
the safety of the country, in addition to 
so«many otba s which had already ac¬ 
quired for him by the justesttitle, the love 
and gratitude of the inhabitants/ The 
States*feel themselves iniinitely flattered 
by the confidence which the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Secretaiy of State has in the loy¬ 
alty and approved zeal of the inhabitants 
of this island, and they pray his Excel¬ 
lency to assure him that this confidence 
shall never be disappointed. Their an¬ 
cestors, who, in the most stormy times 
have given proofs of their attachment to 
their Sovereigns, and of their inviolable 
fidelity, have given to their descendants 
an example which they will ever follow 
from duty and from inclination. The 
greatest sacrifices will cost them nothing 
in the imitation of so fine a model; to pre¬ 
serve them to themselves, and to transmit 
to their posterity the precious happinese 
tlfey enjoy under the ipildest and most 
happy*ol^ Governments. His Excellency 
is, without doubt, persuaded that the 
States will*eagerly enter into his salutary 
views, and second his eiVorts to put the 
place in the best possible stale of defence. 
Animated by these sentiments, and re¬ 
garding the fortress on the mount of St. 
Hilier as a most important point of de¬ 
fence; and considering that the advance-, 
ment and completion'of the works of that 
fortressi are most essential to the proser- 
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vation of the island in general, they offer 
their services to his Excellency, to be 
employed in whatever manner he may 
think they can be useful towards this ob* 
ject, and they invite their fellow citizens 
* to assist, by their bodily labour, their 
horses, carts, and waggons, when they 
shall be called upon by his Exc^lency 
the Comoiaiider-in-Chief. The States 
repose with the most perfect confidence, 
on the paternal care of the. Government 
for the protection and the necessary aid 
for (be defence of^be island in this critical 
period ; and they have no doubt that his 
, Excellency the Commander in Chief will 
make such representations on that head as 
circumstances shall appear to require. 
This act shall be printed and published. 

Jean de Veolle, Secretary . 

Regulations. 

The States of the Isle of Jersey have 
thought proper, i« the present conjuncture 
to esiabfish the following Regulations, 
which shall be printed, published, and 
stuck up;—Art. 1. In case of alarm or 
aftackj^ which alarm or atthek 9(iall be 
considered as lasting till the troops are 
released from duty, it is expressly ordered 
to the tavern keepers to keep their house.s 
shut, "and not to distribute liquor to the 
regular soldiers or the militia, or^to any 
one, without a written permission from an 
OihetT commanding a detachment ^ther 
of regulars or militia, under the penalty 
of a fine not exceeding 300 lines and the 
forfeiture of the licence.—2. It is equally 
enjoined to all other persons not to sell 
or distribute liquors to the Regulars or 
Militia, or to any one else, without the 
permission required by the foregoing ar¬ 
ticle, on pain of a fine not exceeding 300 
livres for each oflencc.—3. In case of 
alarm or attack, the soldiers os other per¬ 
sons employed ill the service of the Mi¬ 
litia are forbidden to enter taverns, public 
houses, of private houses, to procure li- 
jquor, without the permission of their com¬ 
manding Offices, under pain of being ebn- 
sidered disobedient, and punished‘accord-, 
ittg to the nature of the case.—4. Consta-' 
bics are required alwa}'^ to keep a suffi¬ 
cient quantity of candles, in order to illu¬ 
minate the churches without delay incase 
of alarm jp bhe night—5. In case of 
alarm in the night, it is enjoined to the 
inhabitants of St. Jdelier and St. Aubin to 
lack candles in the windows of their 
ouses to give light to the streets.— 
fi. The States, with a tiew of encouraging 


the vigilance of the guards about the 
island, and of rousing the attention of all 
persons to the safety of the* country in 
these critical times, have agreed to grant 
the sum of 1,000 livres to the first man, 
whether chief ofa guard, sentinel, or other, 
who shall descry an enemy’s fleet destined 
for attacking this island, and* W'ho shall 
take the necessary steps t^ inform his Ex¬ 
cellency the Commander iii Chief, as soon 
as possible ; that i.s, if he is a*Chierofa 
Guard, by sending without delay an in¬ 
telligent man of his guard to carry the 
news to the Commander in Chief ; if he 
'is a centinel by informing his Chief of the 
news, in order that the latter may send off 
a dispatch : and if be is any other person, 
by taking prompt and effectual measures 
to let the intelligence be known as soon as 
possible at head-quarters.-7. The States 
considering also that it is of essential im¬ 
portance to the defence of the country in 
case of' attack, to remove from" the coast, 
and to put out of the reach of the enemy 
the horses and cattle of the inhabitants, 
have thnught it their duty to enjoin wo¬ 
men. old and young persons, who shall not 
be otherwise employed in ofiposing the 
enemy, to drive away as quick as possible 
the cattle from the coa.st, to convey them 
into the interior, and to carry oft' as much 
forage and provisions of all kinds as they 
can. The States promise and engage to 
bn answerable to the proprietors for the., 
value of the cattle thus sent into the in¬ 
terior, in case of accident or los.s, or the 
cattle being taken and employed for thk 
public Service : and the States declare at 
the same time to those who neglect or fail 
to u.se these means of preserving their, pro¬ 
perty, by putting it out of the reach of 
the enemy, that they shall not be attended 
to in requiring indemnification in case of 
accident or capture.—tj. A reasonable re¬ 
ward will be given by the States to those 
who have the misfortune to be wounded in 
the defence of the country : and a pension 
to the widows during their widowhood, 
and to the children of those who may be 
killed: the whole according to circutn- 
staiices, the exigency of the cases, and the 
situation of the families. *■ 

Jean de Veulle, Registrar. 

Gueensey.— Proc/awation.—Ry his Excels 
tlency Ldeulenant^ General S» Jahn Doyle, 
hart, and K. C. Lievietumt^ Gonemor 4 >f 
Guernsey, and commanding his Majesty’s 
Forces in Guems^ md Alderney, Smtr 
20 , 1811 . 
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Whereat certain intelligence has *been 
received of a*n intended attack of the enemy 
upon this Island, Lieutenant General sir 
John Doyle, feeling the most perfect re¬ 
liance upon the zeal'and courage of the 
Loyal Inbayitants it?the defence of every 
thing that is dear to them, and upon the 
gallantry and ^liscjpline of the Troops, 
can have no doubts as to the issue of the 
contest, '^ut in order to prevent the con¬ 
fusion incident to an iovasion, by indivi¬ 
duals unattached to Corps, not knowing 
their exact point of- Rendezvous, it is 
hereby directed that all Strangers, as well 
Subjects of his Majesty as Foreigners, who 
are not enrolled in any Regiment or Corps 
of Militia, do forthwith send in tiieir names 
and places of residence to the Odice of 
Colonel Sir Thomas Saurnarez, the Irrspec- 
tor of Militia, in order that in the event of 
an alarm, their services may be marie avail¬ 
able to the general cause.—The Alarm Post 
of persons of this description, will be the 
Exercising Ground at Fort George.—The 
Constables are earnestly requested to en¬ 
force the Ordinances of the Royal Court 
respecting the notice required to be given 
by all owners of Hotels, Lodgings,' and 
Public Houses, of the lodgers who ntay be 
resident with them.—Persons having oti 
hand any quantity of Flour and Provisions 
for sale, will be pleased to give in a return 
• of the quality and quantity', in order that 
the same may be purchased by the Deputy 
Commissary-General, should circumstan¬ 
ces render it necessary.—And whereas 
it appears that Fuel has been frequently 
stolen from the furnaces for heating shot 
around the Coast, notice is hereby given, 
that any person detected in the commis¬ 
sion of such an offence, will be prosecuted, 
not as an ordinary thief, but as a traitor to 
his country. 


Sicu.y.—Publication in the' Courier News¬ 
paper qf the 1st qf October, 1811, con¬ 
taining an Extract from a Work qf Capt. 
Pasley. 

Our connection with the Sicilian Go¬ 
vernment is reported to be so precarious, 
as to render a state of open hostility with 
it preferable to that in which, ivithmt any 
of the benefits qf a/h'ancc,^ithout any of the 
cordiality or co-operation of friendship, we 
have all the expences of a subsidy ; we 
employ a foree (capable of makpg our¬ 
selves masters of the Island), hi dtfend- 
iag it for the lavful severeign, we pay him a 
large stun for the purpose of enabling him 


to increase the means of defence, and yet 
we are told that our assistance has created 
no feeling gratitude, anii that proposals 
and plans obviously calculated for the im¬ 
provement of the defence of the Island, 
are either received in the outset with sus- 
picioiv, or thwarted in their execution, or 
altogether rejected. This will scarcely 
be believed, except upon the supposition 
of treachery on the part of the Sicilimt Go¬ 
vernment ; and yet what could be gained by 
treachery towards this .Country Subju¬ 
gation by the enemy, dependence upon 
Buonaparte—the lowest degradation, and. 
the vilest slavery. But folly and supine¬ 
ness, and misplaced coniidence on the part 
of a’Government, may enable men, (who 
have traitorous views) to subvert that go¬ 
vernment without any participation on the 
part of the person at the iiead of it. Look 
at the example of Prussia!—However, 
without meaning to compare that unfor¬ 
tunate and abused Monarch with the Sici¬ 
lian Government, we shall quote some ex¬ 
tracts from a Work published by Capt. 
Pasley,*in which our past, present, and fu¬ 
ture relations with Sicily are treated with 
considerable ability.—-“Nothing(see page 
347, second edition) can be more pre.cari- 
ous than our present footing in that Island. 
By tht late operations of the combined 
armies in the Spanish peninsula, the abso¬ 
lute'necessity of having the chief com¬ 
mand, when we act in concert with an al¬ 
lied force inferior to ourselves in the art 
of war, has been fully proved. Now, the 
native Sicilian army, although composed 
of old soldiers, is, on account of the vices 
of its military constitution, and of a*dis- 
contented spirit arising from bad usage, 
still less to be depended upon than the 
rawest levies that ever took the field in 
the Spanish peninsula; the officers at its 
head are more jealous of us, and will prove, 
when put to the test, infinitely more un- 
tractable than any of the Spanish chiefs, 
for they are without the patriotic and 
m4nly ^spirit which cheeks these selfish 
.feelings ia the latter,* and a total inde- 


* " The iiien highest in office and com¬ 
mand, or, at least, in influence with the 
Qouft of Sicily, are equally foreign by 
birth, both to that Islamd and to Great 
Britain, it is their interest to keep us as 
much in the back ground as possible, lest 
we shou^d look into the inanagOmont of 
our own money, the countries from whence 
these men sprung, and whither they will' 
naturally wish to retire, in order to Jtnjoy, 
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|)«ncletice of-command, witb> a mo^ com¬ 
plete want of concert, at present exists be¬ 
tween the Sicilian and the British troops. 
Hefice, that we should derive any ed'ec- 
tual resistance from our allies, in case the 
island were attacked, is a perfect chimera; 
nor can we, as things now stand, dincinrsh 
our force, for the purpose of attacking the 

tffe rich harvest oT their diplomatic and 
otliciai labours, which they have reaped 
out of the taxes levied both in England 
and Sicily, being subject to Buonaparte; 
r-t is natural that they should seek oppor¬ 
tunities to do him some service in order to 
make their peace with him.—At a tjme 
when wc were paying a large subsidy to 
the government of Naples, as our secret 
friends, the.y kept their friendship so very 
secret, th.at it looked like the bitterest en¬ 
mity. They refused u.« even the most 
paltrv accpinmodsftions, which could have 
put them to no possible expense or trouble. 
They would not permit a British Captain 
of^a Man of War, anchored iti JNaples Bay, 
the trifling convenience of repairing a 
boat with his own carpenters and vi'itb his 
own materials, in their dock-yard, nor 
would,they even allow him to make use of 
a raft in the Mole for that pMrposej and 
the only reason alleged hy the Minister of 
Marine for his refusal was, that this igsig- 1 
nificant act of civility would give offt nee 
to the French party, so completely were 
they the friends or vassals of France. 
Soon after tlie time alluded to, they took 
the preliminary step for excluding us from 
the ports of Sicily, hy putting Malta in 
quarantine; a thing which can be ac^ 
counted for by no public reason, except 
their fear or love of the Fjench, and ha¬ 
tred of'us. It was certainly a hostile act; 
and the odium of it was not tfiminished, 
when we knew, that all the ports of Sicily 
were at that time swarming with French 
privateers, and heard that a British squa¬ 
dron had been actually refused the com¬ 
mon refreshments of water and vegetabfes 
at Palermo. This squadron hatf not come 
from Malta, consequently the quarantine, 
had it been a just one, could not have ap¬ 
plied to it. This state of affairs cannot be 
oaiktd ijcutrality. In my humble opinbi^ 
it 'waa open»wat against us, for the refusal 
of water may cause the destruction of a 
fleet., Bui as the British Commander was 
told, the Government of Naples and Sicily 
were our jecret friends; and this it seems 
gave them a right to do us as much mis- 
ohiaf<as they plewed/' 
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ehemy in some other point, with any de¬ 
gree of prudence. In short, all’ things 
considered, our present alliance witji the 
Government of Sicily, is upon the very 
worst terms which the imagination of man 
could • have contrived” for ourselves, for 
the people of that island, and for its King, 
as far as he takes any rnterest in the pre¬ 
servation of the remaining part of his do¬ 
minions.—Having suflicienily lamented 
these evils, let us now enquire into the 
proper mode of remedying them.—-The 
first step is to point out to the Court of 
Palermo, the total insecurity of the Island 
under the present circumstances, and to 
request they will for the common good of 
the allied Powers, appoint the British Ge¬ 
neral in Sicili/, Commander in Chief of their 
armyl at the same time placing their men 
Commissariat and Paymaster General's dc- 
partmerUs, under the direction^f the gen¬ 
tlemen who are at the head of the same 
departments in the British army; if the 
Sicilian Government accede to these re¬ 
quests, we shall subsidize them on the 
only terms we ought ever to subsidize a 
foreign Power; by having the chief com¬ 
mand of their army entirely in our hands, 
and by providing for all its wants our¬ 
selves, without allowin" a single guinea qf 
our subsidy to enter the Treasury of our Ally. 
By these means although the improvement 
\ of many of the Officers, who have grown ' 
grey under the present vicious system, 
may be despaired of; the great body of. 
the Officers, and all the soldiers, when 
they find themselves well treatfd, may re¬ 
cover, or acquire a proper spirit, and be¬ 
come zealous in the cause; and the coh- 
ditions of all ranks ■ being bettered, the 
envy and perhaps hatred, willi which the 
Sicilian now look upon the British troths may 
give place to attachment, and a necessary 
emulation may be excited in the minds of 
the former.—Should our alliance with Si¬ 
cily be modified in this manner, the terms, 
although better than they are at present, 
would still remain very disadvantageous 
to Great Britain ; for nothing can be more 
unfair, and unjust^' than that the whole re¬ 
sources of so rich and great an island as Si¬ 
cily, should be solely applied to the pomp 
and pleasures of its Court, and to the 
charges of its civil administration; without 
leaving, at least, some surplus of revenue 
for us, ^0 have been, and are still, pro¬ 
viding «we whole of the troops necessary 
for its defence. By such an arrangement, 
however, we should find ourselves much 
more secure ia Sicily, as a military station. 
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—But as it is likely from their forraer di¬ 
plomatic transactions with us, that the 
Court of Palermo may have formed a very 
poor Opinion of our firmness and penetra¬ 
tion, it is-by no means improbable, that 
they may endeavour to evade or baffle us 
in our rcq*uests, or that they may even 
give us a dowijrig^t refusal. They may 
tell us for instance, “that they are not 
convince<> by our arguments, as to the 
necessity of the measures which we pro¬ 
pose ; that the proper time to have made 
such stipulations was when we first en¬ 
tered into an alliance with them ; that we 
are now bound by a treaty which we can¬ 
not in justice infringe ; that no alteration 
can be made without inutiial consent; 
and that they, as one of the high con¬ 
tracting parties, clo not admit of the pro¬ 
priety of any,”—Such a refusal on the part 
of the Court of Palermo, allhongh very 
pernicious to the defence of Sicily, would, 
in point of justice, be perfectly correct; 
provided they, ihemsftlves, have at all 
times preserved good tailh towards us: 
but treaties are binding upon two parlies; 
and they, on their side, by the articles of 
their treaty with us, engaged to keep, 
constant!}’on foot, a well-disciplined re¬ 
gular army of a certain strength. If on 
enquiry into the present and past state of 
their army, we should find that its disci¬ 
pline, is bad, that the soldiers have not 
been properly clothed, fed, and paid, and 
that the jtist claims of the officers have 
iiot been attended ft); so that, upon the 
their conduct to their troops has been 
shameful and oppressive ; as both officers and 
soldiers have no scruple \\\ publicly asserting; 
if we further find that they have alw-ays 
deceived us by false musters, never at any 
time keeping on foot the number of troops 
engaged; a thing which I have heard from 
the best atithorilies in the British army, and 
w'hich is talked of as a matter of notoriety 
all over Sicily ; then it will be absurd in 
us to admit of any refusal on the part of 
the Court of Palermo to our proposals, for 
they having failed in their engagements 
to us, we shall be no longer bound to ad¬ 
here to ours; atid, consequently, the least 
thing which we can do, is to withdraw our 
subsidy, and to leave them to maintain 
their army the best wav they can by their 
own resources.—We may then by means 
of the money thus saved, in a shojt time, 
raise a much more efficient army, of our 
own, than we should ever be abla to make 
out of theirs, were it put under our com- 
tpand. Hence the refusal of our demands, 


by the Courtxjf Palermo, would be very 
much to our advantage ; for they would 
thereby forfeit all claim to our national ge¬ 
nerosity, which they have already so much 
abhsed. It may be said, that should we * 
withdraw our subsidy, in consequence of 
such % refusal, the Court of Palermo might 
feel themselves so much aggrieved by this 
just and necessary measure as to tuake penpe 
with liuonaparte, and call the French into 
Sicily, This rash step, by which they 
would insure their own^le.siruction, would 
be the most fortunate thing for us that 
could happen ; for, as I have- before ob-, 
served, in treating of the slate of that 
Island, we shall have a much better chance 
of success, by fighting there, as the enemies, 
than ns the allies, of the present Government, 
This would be the case even if the French 
had an army of 30,000 men in Sicily ; 
but it must be recollected, that they are 
at present blustering on the opposite shore, 
and before the Sicilian Government could 
profit by the assistance of French troops 
lo drive us out of their Island, which they 
must b^g our permission to let them cross 
over, w hich we, it may be presumed, shall 
no* be weak enough to grant. As for the 
Government of Sicily making war against us, 
without the assistance of the Frencli, by 
their oWn resources alone, unless they have 
been moat egregiously duping us for the 
last five years, that is a thing absolutely 
impossible ; for, by their own account, 
they have never been able to maintain 
their troops without our subsidies, so that 
the moment they declare against us, their 
army must disperse without a battle, for want 
cif pay. Admitting, however, that their 
poverty was a mere pretext, in order to 
delude us out of our money ; and that 
Sicily might have been very well able to 
support ar/ army without our assistance; 
to say nothing of the peasants, whom we 
might easily arm in our favour. The regu¬ 
lar native army in Sicily is not now, and 
never has been, strong enough to match us in 
thf field. And any hosts iities, therefore, 

, on the past of the Court of Palermo, are by- 
no means a thing to be dreaded ; on the 
• contrary, they would give us a right ones 
more, to take possession of Sicily for ourselves, 
whieh woi>id be attended tuttAtAe most benefi¬ 
cial effects to ournational powersfindprosperi- 

ty: NOR OUGHT WE TO HAVE THE 
SMALLEST SCKUPLE IN ADOPT¬ 
ING THIS VIGOROUS MEASURE, if 
the Court of Palermo, by their MISCON¬ 
DUCT, give us J UST REASON for iu— 
Unless they even know, and feel, 
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are prepared for acting in thu way* itwill I Schools, admission to which has hitherto 

m • _•!_! P ____ i _ a-_ ■ ___ I L ___1_/5__1 na 


be impossible for as ever to depend upon 
their sincerity. It is absurd to suppose 


been confined to the descendants of the 
Nobility, decree—1st, That in all Schools 


that any allied government in this world and Seminaries, by land and sea, Spa- 
will not either shake us off or betray us, niardis of respectable families be admitted, 
when it fancies it to be for its interest so provided they confurni. to the established 
to do; unless it is fully convincedthat regulations.—2nd, That they We also ad- 
we are not merely powerful, sincere, and mitted as Cadets into all the corps of the 
good-natured friends, but that our enmity, army, provided they possess the qnalifica- 
when provoked, is terrible, and otfr ven- tions requisite, without being olriiged to 
glance destructive. If the Court of Palermo, produce any proofs of Nobility, and into 
after having received nearly two millions the Royal Navy, the regulations, both ge- 
sterling of British money, without having neral and particular, on this subject being 
fulfilled the stipulations by which they suspended.—^The Council of Regency will 
Sound themselves, when they became our take the necessary steps to enforce this 
allies, should think proper to treat with Decree, causing it to be printed, pub- 
contempt our moderate and reasonable’re- lished, and circulated. 

quest, that tve should command an army - 

which we ourselves pay; and should ag- Spain - Heads of the New Constitution,—- 

gravate the whole by going over with their ’ August, 1811. 

booty to the French, they would certainly On the 19th of August, 1811, ap- 
commit a .most gross violation of the law pointed for the reading of the tivo Sections 
of nations knd of the faith'of treaties; and of the Constitution which have been 
if we meanly and tamely allowed them to finished by the Committee appointed to 
offer us all these insults and injuries with draw it up, (and the occasion attracted a 
immunity, our own conduct wbuld be con- great number of auditors,)—Senior Argu- 
trary to every principle of reason and jus- elles delivered a most eloquent and erudite 
tice, end would make us the laughing- discourse, explanatory of the object of the 
stock of the whole world.” Constitution, Its principal bases, and the 

• .— - dqpuments which had been consulted in 

Decree qf the Cortes, relacive to preparing it.—Senor Perez de Casto, read 
nissian of others than Nobles as in succession the two Sections, consisting 
s in the Army, and Navy.—‘11 th of 212 articles, and including ths follow- 
1811. ing. 

ando the Vllth, by the Grace Ihcliminary and fundamental Principles. 
ag of Spain and of the Indies, Spain belongs to the Sj)anishjDco/>/c, and ' 
; his absence and captivity, the is not the I^trimony of any Vajaily. —The 
Regency, authorised to act in Nation only can make I'undarmnlal Laws. 


Spain. - Decree qf the Cories, relative to preparing it.—Senor Perez de Casto, read 

the admission of others than Nobles as in succession the two Sections, consisting 
Officers in the Army, and Navy.—‘11 th of 212 articles, and including ths follow- 
Aug. 1811. ing. 

D. Fernando the Vllth, by the Grace Ihcliminary and fundamental Principles. 
of God, King of Spain and of the Indies, Spain belongs to the Sj)anish pcop/c, and 
and, during his absence and captivity, the is not the I^trimony of any Vamily. —The 
Council of Regency, authorised to act in Nation only can make I'undarmnlal Laws. 
his name, to all to whom these present^ —The Roman Catliolic and Apostolic Re- 


ahall come: Know, that in the General 
and Extraordinary Cortes, assembled in 
the City of Cadiz, the folloiving resolution 
was decreed The General and Extraor- 


ligion, unmixed with pny other, is the only 
Religion which the Nation professes or 
will profess,—The Government of Spain 
is an hereditary Monarchy.—^'Phe C^tes 


' dinary Cortes in the present situation of shall make the Laws, and the King shall 
adairs, taking into consideration the pleas- execute them. 


ing necessity of giving every possible Spanish Citizens. 

proof of the estimation, united by the he- The Children of Spaniards, and of 
roic exertions wlych all ranks of Spaniai^s Foreigners married to Spanish women, or 


have made, and are now making ift every 
possible way, in the critical circumstances 
of the country, against their* unjust op¬ 
pressors ; and being desirous that the road 


who bring a capital in order to naturalize 
themselves to the soil, or establish them¬ 
selves in trade, or who te-ach any useful 
art, are Citizens of Spain.—-None but Citi~ 


tn honour and glory should be laid open zc»w can fill municipal oflice.s.—-The rights 
to the cbil^l^encof so many gallant med, of Citizenship may be lost by Jong absence 
that they n>^ combine, with the bravery from the country,'or , by condemnation 
they inherit irom ^eir fathers, the know- to corporeal or infamous punishments, 
ledge' to he acquired in these Military (To be continued. J 


Pnblisiiacl by R. BAGS^W, Brydges-^treet, Covent- Garden:—Sold also by J. BUDD, Pall-MaU, 
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The^emhprs of the Cortes” (or Roprescntatives yf the people) “ can neilher accept far then* 
" ttlvet, nor solicit for any other any emphiyinenl from tjie king, not even any honour, as there are no 
" gradations of*rani amongst the Members of the Cortes. In the same manner, they cannot, during 
the ti^e that they are Members, nor for a year after their functions have ceased, accept /or themselves 
** or solk.it for any other, any pension or honorary distihclion, that may be in the gift of the king.’^—• 
Spanish Constitution, just published. Title VI. - Articles 129, and 130. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Spanish Constitution.-— Look at the 
Motto, English reader ; look at the motto! 
And, when yoa have looked well at it, I 
pray you to bestow, for some few mo¬ 
ments, the use of those thinkintr faculties 
for which you are so renowned, upon the 
subject of the war, which we have been 
and are, at such an enormous expence, 
carrying on in Spaiir. I beg you to I'Vik 
back to the out-set of this war; to culi to 
your mind what were the objects then 
professed by those who were the advo¬ 
cates of the war; and to consitler above 
all things what w’e are now fighting for in 

that country.-It is not my intention 

BOW to enter upon an analysis of the JVciu 
Constitution of l^ain; but, I have here 
given you a specimen of it. 1 have here 
given you quite sufficient to awaken your 
curiosity, and to excite in you a most 
lively interest. The wlwle of the Consti¬ 
tution is ip the same spirit; it is a most 
able composition ; it contains proof of ex¬ 
tensive knowledge and of profound reflec¬ 
tion. The Junta at Seville di<l, as you will 
remember, publicly invite the friends of 
freedom, in all parts of the world, to give 
their assistance in suggesting a fit consti 
tution for Spain. 1 believe that Major 
Cartwright sent in his plan ; and, really, 
there does appear good reason to suppose, 
that . the excellent Major’s plan has hem 
adopted with very few alterations; and, 
where the Cortes have at all deviated from, 
his plan, it has been to render their go¬ 
vernment mortf of a republican cast.-- 

But, 1 s-hall say no more upon the subject 
at present, My intention is to lay before 
the people of England an Analysis of this 
famouH instrument, wftich, the reader may 
be well assured, will produce more effect, 
will be productive of greater and more 
lasting consequence, than any thmgthat has 
taken place, even during the last twenty 
«Teiiil«l years.—the meanwhile, let 

t 


it be borne in mind, that we are now 
ingin Spain/or the establishment of this (in¬ 
stitution; or, we are fighting against the 
grhernment of Spain ; and, another thing is 
as clear as day-light, namely, Spain must 
have this Constitution, or Napoleon w'ill have 
Spain. So that the Anti-jaoobiiis are re¬ 
duced to this dilemma: either they must 
wish to see this free, this republican (for 
so it is all but in name) Consfituiion esta¬ 
blished in Spain ; or they must wish for 
the success of Napoleon in his endeavours 

to subdue lhat country.-Not a word do 

we see, in the venal prints, nor even in the 
Morning Chronicle, In the way of com¬ 
ment upon this Constitution ; ihougli, aa 
one, would iuiagiiie, the subject i.s’ of full 
1 as marb importance to us as is ihat of Mr. 
Laoca.s«er's schools o*' of the adventures of 
Mf. Trotter. Not a word do thPy ' Uer 
upon the subject. Boih the p'lriies seem 
to be dumb-foundeil, and well they may, 
if they only look at the passage taken 
for my Motto.-Their silerne, how¬ 

ever, must not be .suffered to answer its 
, iiiiendcd purpose. The evidence lieie af* 
lorded in support of ihc necessity of free¬ 
dom to the defence of nations must not 
thus be smoth’ered. I Invite these prints 
to a decbiration of their .seutimeitis upon 
this important subject; and, if they de¬ 
cline the invitation, their motive will not 
be equivocal. To .say the truth, tlie sub¬ 
ject is equally thorny for both parties. -If 
tbey condemn the Constitution, they not 
only condemn the principles of real free¬ 
dom, but they condemn that for which wc 
are ffgbtirfg, and, of course, they might as 
well propose, at once, for us to join Napo- 
^lecm against the Spaniards. If they ap¬ 
prove of the Constitution; tf they say it 
provides for a/orm of government for the 
establisbment of which the sweat and 
blood of the people of England ought to. 
be expended, then let them recollect, that 
tbey have represented us as traitors beeftose 
we ask for only a veiy, very mail par* yf 
a . 
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what this Cmstitution ' gives to, the people 
of fiipam.—Thos hampered, they will, 1 
dare say, preserve a sulky silence; but, that 
ought not and will not prevent »sfrom mak¬ 
ing such remarks as the occasion so loudly 
calls for; and* indeed, I trust, that the 
demonstrations of approbation which,vve 
shall give of this signal recognition ef the 
soundness of our principles will not be 
confined to the mere courts of the press, 
but will call forth from all the friends »f 
freedom and reform ^hose other marks of 
approbation, which, on great occasions, 
»h/py have been accustomed to give.- — - 
The public must have observed, how cold 
the venal prints have lately been in their 
language- relative to Spain; and, indeed, 
in some cases, they have begtm to carp 
at the conduct of Use Cortes. They have 
begun to complain of a want of cordial 
eo-operntion on their part; they have talked 
ifi a huffish sort of style of the indiffiirence 
of the result to usi We have seen, too, 
that there really lias been some coldness 
between some of our persons in aulhorky 
and 'some persons in authority*' in i^pain. 
General Graham has come away wiiliotrt 
any sufficient cause having been assigned 
for it; and, I cannot help pointing out to 
the reader again, that the. Spanish General 
’ Lacy, who wrote and published the an¬ 
swer to General Graham, has been since 
that selected by the Spanish governmtnt 
to be entrusted with a most important 

command.-1 am sorry to see all this 

at this time; and hope that we shall see 
harmony restored ; for, it would be la¬ 
mentable indeed, that there should a cool¬ 
ness take place between us and the Spa-. 
nish government, just at the moment when 
they have most solemnly pledged them¬ 
selves to fight for «/r« Cons'litution! 

C 

- Sicily. -Lord William Bentinck is, 

it is said, gone off’ to embark again fiir 
Sicily. The cause of his sudden return 
home has not yet been publicly stated. 
But, as it were .by the way of a pulSi- 
feeler, tlie venal prints of the Qth instant 
have given, under the shape of an extract 
of a letter from Palermo, the following 
statement of the propositions said to have 
been made by him to the Sicilian Cmirt, 

-« Palei;inof Aug. 27.—On Lord Wm^ 

•' Benlinck’s arrival here, it is understood 
be was instructeij to demand and insist 
“ on three things—Jst, That 10,0(X) Sid- 
•• Han /roo/w shopld be sent to Spain and \ 
“ i'ortugai. — 2d, That Lord Bentinck 
shoydd be appointed to the command qf 


“ the Sicilian Army, and be a Member of 
“ the fViry Council.—',id, that EngHsh 
« troops should be admitted to garrison Fa- 
“ lermo.**~ — Pretty well this! If this is 
not calculated to insure what the Times 
calls th^tRdependence of,the Island, 1 am 

sure i do not know what is !-'But, the 

most curious move of all would be, the 
sending of'the native SicilitHi army to 
Spain and Portugal, while the English 
army were left to defend Sicily. This 
makes part of the system, I suppose, which 
appears to have been founded upon the 
new discovery, that men are likely to 
fight better in defence of a foreign coun¬ 
try than of their own country. This dis¬ 
covery is certainly a new one; for, until 
of late years, it has always been the no¬ 
tion, that men would fight best for that 
country, in which they were born and in 
which were their kindred, parents and 

children.-^-But, is it certain, that the 

Spaniards would like to have the assistance 
of the Sicilian troops ? I slmuld doubt of 
it very much indeed; and, in fact, I do 
not believe it, especially as I see in the 
New Constitution, an Article directly 
pointed at a jealousy respecting the em- 
plnyment n{foreign troths, or the admis¬ 
sion of such troops into the country.-If 

we take the command of the Sicilian army 
that remai ns, send the rest of the army away, 
put our Commander in Chief into the 
King’s Council, and garrison Palermo, 
where the king’s palace is, with English 
troops, we do, in fact, take the whole thing • 
into our own bands. Under suph circum¬ 
stances, no one would pretend to talk of 
any will that the Court of Sicily would 
have. 1 do not believe that this will be 
done ; for, how completely would it si¬ 
lence us in future as to.the acts of Napo¬ 
leon with regard to the weak powers of the 
North of Europe? In the very news¬ 
papers, which contain this paragraph, w« 
are told that Napoleon has a design to 
garrison the island of Zealand with French 
Troops, and we are told that he is a tyrant 
for this. The design is described in all 
the most odious polours that can be well 
^ imagined. But, if we do what is proposed, 
in this paragraph, with respect to Sicily, 
what will our news-papers say then ? Will 
the}' still call him a tyrant for insisting to 
put his garrisons imo the strong posts of 

weaker states ?-In this absence of all 

authentic information, however, it is, per¬ 
haps, us^ess to spend our time in specula¬ 
tions, as to what may or may not happen- 
Hme will tell what is at present kept ffom 
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our knowledge; and, in the meanwhile 
those who wish to be prepared for the form¬ 
ing of a correct opinion of all our transac- 
tions with the Sicilian Court, from the 
memorable year 1799 to the present time, 
will do well to raad first of all CAPTAIN 
FOOTFS VINDICATION. This gentle¬ 
man, a Caplin in our navy, was the per¬ 
son, who, on the part of the king of Eng¬ 
land, wigned the Capitulations with the 
Neapolitan Patriots, previous to the return i 
of the kitigand queen from Sicily in that 
year, and previous to the exeauions of the 
persons, for whose lives he had become 
the guarantee, on condition of their sur¬ 
rendering the forts that they possessed. 
Finditig that a Mr. Harrison, who had 
published what he called genuine Me- 
moirs of Lord Nelson,” had attacked his 
condui t, Captain Foote, wishing to avoid 
an exposure of the transactions jn the Bay 
of Naples, wrote to Mr. Harrison to cor¬ 
rect his error in a second edition. This 
was not done, and, therefore. Captain 
Foote resolved to vindicate his conduct 
through the means of the press. In the 
meanwhile a " Life of Lord Nelson” was 
preparing by the Rev. J. S. Clarke, 
with whom Captain Foote got into a cor¬ 
respondence, and to whom he appeaA to 
have commufiic ated all his papers, in the 
hope that this reverend gentleman would 
have done justice to him and to truth. In 
this, however, he was disappointed ; for, 
as appears from one of Mr. Clarke’s letters, 
all that he wanted with Captain Foote and 
his papers was to prevent, if possible, 
those facts from being believed that Cap¬ 
tain Foote’s papersestiiblihed as true. This, 
will clearly appear from a perusal of the 
correspondence, but particularly from the 
following passages in one of the letters : 
'* From what has been said in the foreign 
"Journals, and by Helen Maria Williams, 
•• and very recently by Belsham in the 
“ 11th and l2ih volumes of his History 
« of England, it is not only necessary to 
“ mention Lord Nelson’s conduct, but to 
“ enlarge upon it, and, IF POSSIBLK, 
“ to do away what DEMOCRATS, for 

" bad, purposes, have asserted.”-IN 

promised Capt. Foote, that he should see 
the proof sheets as they came from the press 
but, this promise he did not keep. Captain 
Foote complained of unfair treatment, and 
told him, that he should publish a vindi¬ 
cation of his own conduct including the 
correapordence with Mr. Claike.—^ 
This he has since done, subjoining to it all 
the authentic documents in support of his 


1811.—Si«7y. [4M 

statements,; and bis book is to be. had of 
Mr. Hatchard in FiccadiWy.^—This book 
should be read by every person in the 
kingdom. Nor will the impartial reader 
be disposed to overlook the book of MiA 
Williams, published by Messrs, Robinstms 
in J*aternoster Row. - Mr. Belsham’s his- 
tory should also be read. I have not read 
it yet; but the Reverend Mr. Clarke’s re¬ 
commendation is a quite sufficient (Irouf 
of its merit in this respect.——What, 
however, must the Journals have 

been at? How comes it to pass, that these 
facts never got into them ; I have looked 
into the Annual Register for 1799 ; and I 
find, that, not only is the truth wholly sup¬ 
pressed ; but that falshoods the most gross 
are substituted in its place. This might 
have arisen from the want of information; 
but, what a stain is this whole affair upon 

the English press:-Mr. Fox, whose 

mind was always on the side pf humanity, 
did mention the matter, in the House of 
Commons, on the 3id of February, 1800, 
in the words as quoted by Captain I;oote. 
He ?tate(/ the case briefly, and in terms 
far short of what Captain Foote’s account 
tvould have justified. He stated it in 
order to obtain an answer in cqntradic- 
tion ; but no answer and no explanation was 

givdh.-What means have been made 

use of, since that time, to keep the facts 
frhm the English people, I shall leave the 
reader to gue.ss; but, I repeat, that, in 
order to arrive at a correct opinion of our 
transactions with the Court of Sicily, and 
in order to form a sound judgment as to 
what is likely to result from what.is now 
said to be going on, we. must, at least, read 
the work of Captain Foote and Miss Wil¬ 
liams, makigg what allowances we may 
find necessary for the political principles 
of the litter. As to Captain Foote’s book, 
it is a mere vindication of his own charac¬ 
ter and conduct. ' He appears to be as 
warm a loyalist and as stout a hater of Ja¬ 
cobins as any that can be found ; but,’he 
Voulj^ not, as he says,* bring his ipind t« 
submit* to have his character blasted in 
order to save that of another.-—There is 
(quoted By Captain Foote from the Life 
of Lord Nelson) a letter to Lord Nelson 
fA>m Lt>RD Keith, which ought to be 
written in letters of gold. *11 was dated 
from Corsica on the 29th of June, 1799, 
just before the executions began, and it 
says : “ For God’s sake, do not let those 
“ good people cany their heads too high, 
“ They will find it more easy to improve 
“ the ‘government when in it tRan to get 
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*' into it. Therefore, let them return on 
" any terms that are tolerable :. and, even 
“ (lid it depend on the king, and he were 
*' to grantssff/ad jmvilei’ei to his people, it 
'tertuinltf ioouid be better to govern freemen 
“ than slaves .”—^This does great honour 
to the heart as well as to the understand- 
ing of Lord Keith, and points him out as a 
man entitled to the respect of the nation. 

- -. If this sober, this wise counsel of Lord 

Keith, this counsel so worthy of a British 
Admiral, had been fol^wed. how dilierent 
might the lot of the Court of Sicily have been 
at l^js day,.end how dilTerent our situation 
with regard to that cdurt!—But, how 
came the Reverend Mr. Clarke to insert 
this letter of Lord Keith ? Why, he dareiJ 
not leave it out; for. Lord Keith was the 
superior officer on the station to Lord 
Nelson. It was, in some measure, neces¬ 
sary to Lord Keith’s character ; and, Mr. 
Me. Arthur, yrho wa'h the associate qf Mr. 
Clarke in the compilation of the life of Lord 
Nelson, was, I believe, the Secretary qf Lord 
Keith,jind has, 1 believe, ever since, been 
intimately connected, or at least,‘ ac¬ 
quainted, with his Lordship. I do not 
mention this in order to hint at any jwr-* 
tiality shqwn towards Lord Keith; ior the 
insertion was called for by truth and jus¬ 
tice ; but, 1 mention it to shew, that; at 
far as the Biographers were concerned, 
other motives might, and in all liUelihooM, 
had, their influence ; but, at any rate, it 
is manifest, that they had more scruple to 
run even the risk of barely touching by 
inference the reputation of Lord Keith, 
than they had to make a complete and 
direct sacrifice of the reputation of Cap¬ 
tain Foote; though, from the beginning to 
the end, he appear.^ to have acletl the part 
of an intelligent and z(;alous officer and 
of a man of humanity and lionobr, with 
feelings always alive to the fair fame 
of bis country.-Reverting, for a mo¬ 

ment, to the aOairsof Sicily at this time, it 
is 7«fsi6/r that facts may have been dis¬ 
covered sufficient to-warrant the suspicion* 
of a de.sign on the part of our allies, the 
Court of Sicily, to throw themselves into 
the arms of the French. This is' possible, 
though no proof has been produced of it; 
and, if this should prove to be the*case,1t 
will then become a very delicate question, 
what toe ought to do. It will form a point 
of more, difficulty thun any that has yet 
arisen. ’ For, though -we may have the 
power in our hands to compel, what is sug¬ 
gested in the above paragraph, and what 
Captaiui^ Pasley aad our -aewspapdrs re¬ 


commend, to exercise that power will be 
running great risks as to the effect vvhich it 
is calculated to produce in the minds of 
the people of other countries, especially 
in the minds of the Spaniards, whose 
friendship it is now so important to us to 
preserve. And, then, as I be fore‘pointed 
out, the expence will becomq enormous; 
fur, %ve must not only maintain a sea and 
land force sufficient to make head s^ainst 
the French, but also sufficient to watch 
any movements amongst the people of 
Sicily themselves. That the people would 
have no reason to repent their change of 
rulers is probable ; but, in such cases, 
men are not always under the guidance of 
reason ; and, indeed, they seldom are, 
otherwise history would not inform us of 
so many long and bloody wars about the 
right of succession. So that, in any case* 
present appearances, with regard to Sicily, 
are, in a military and nava] point of 
view, any thing but promising; though, 
considered politically, they may, in the 
opinions of some men, be of a different 
aspect. 

Militias’ duAnnELiNC -It appears 

from the Dublin news-papers, that twe 
regiments of Militia, the Limerick and the 
JNottingfum, quartered in the' Barracks in 
that city, have had a serious misunder¬ 
standing. It is stated, in these- papers, 
that there were -iOO of the Irisli who en¬ 
countered IjOOof the English, Wounds 
appear to have been given on both sides, 
and, it is said, that .some lives verc lost; 
but, that peace was at last restored; that 
.the Irish were moved away from those 
quarters, and that, since, perfect harmony 
has been shown between the corps, w’ho 
have shaken hands, and given to each 
other assurances of unalterable friendship. 

-This is a matter of no small account; 

for, from such beginnings, the most im¬ 
portant consequences have often ensued ; 
and, it is the duty of every one, who bat 
ail opportunity of addressing the public; 
to suggest any thing that appears to him 
likely to tend towards the averting of 

such consequences.-^Thelmost efi^ctual 

step would certainly be, in my opiaioit, 
,to untfo what has been done as to the tn- 
terchange of the Militias, leave the Irish in 
their country and k'eep the English at 
home. But, perhaps, it is useless to talk 
of this now. The interchange has taken 
place; and 4t might be difficult to attempt, 
to undo it all at once.—-One thing, 

however, may always be done; one 

e 



457] OCTOBER 12,1811, 

tHin« is at ail times in season; and that is 
to CONCILIATE loeland; an 6bject of 
which 1 have never lost sight for one sin* 
gle moment of the last ten years of my 
Jife, being fully convinced, seeing as 

! >lain]y as 1 could see any thing, that un- 
ess Ireland was Conciliated, England must 
always be in imminent danger. The 
Irish are fuM of wit, eloquence, spirit, and 
braver^', and they are hardy beyond al¬ 
most any people in the world, but by 
none of their other qualities are they so 
much distinguished as by their kindness 
and their readiness to for^ve. Yet, they 
are hasty, impetuous, sanguine, rash, and 

(on the sudden) vengeful. -It requires 

but a very small portion of the knowledge 
of human nature to know, that such a peo¬ 
ple must either be treated kindly or ac¬ 
tually Ae/d down iy s/irer/tree. The latter, 
in the present siiuatioii of the world, is 
impossible; and, therefore, if vre were to 
leave justice wholly out of sight, sound 
policy calls upon us; to do all that lies in 

our power in the way of conciliation. - 

Whether our government has done all that 
it was able in this way; whether it has 
pursued, either lately or formerly, a sys¬ 
tem of conciliation towards Ireland, to¬ 
wards that great, that powerful, that tyost 
vulnerable part of the kingdom,! must leave 
the reader to judge; but, of the conduct of 
the hireling’s newspapers, in this respect, I 
cannot forbear to speak in terms becom¬ 
ing the nature of that conduct.-These 

prints, in both coqntries, have loaded the 
Irish Catholics with the foulest abuse that 
ever blacBened paper. They have called 
their leaders, and all those who have re¬ 
cently appeared conspicuous in forward¬ 
ing the intended petition, by every name 
descriptive of bad men, bad citizens, and 
bad subjects. They have accused them of 
acting .under falsely ailedged motives; 
they have accused them of a design to 
stir up the people to a resistance of tlie 
government and the law; they have ac¬ 
cused them of a desire to separate Ireland 
from England; and, in short, they have 
branded them as traitors. This has beerf 
done in the Cciubier nefws-paper over ant^ 

over again.-To accuse the Catholics in 

this way is to accuse Ireland; for, Ireland 
is, at least, three-fourths Catholic. And, yet 
these malignant wrisers seem surprized, 
that the Irish should be irritated against 
England. It may be unjust, and it cer¬ 
tainly is unjust, to suppose thatjlhase hire¬ 
ling prints speak the voice of the people of 
-J^gland; but, the people of Ireland can- 
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not know that, and they are not, there¬ 
fore, to blame for mistaking the object of 
their resentment.——The Courier news¬ 
paper seems now, however, to be alarmed 
a little at the natural consequences of Us 
own labours. It quotes, from an Irish 
paper, the Dublin Morning Post, of the • 
3rfl of October, the following angry para¬ 
graph upon the subject of the verdict of 
justijiable homicide on the killing ofc‘ the 
Irish soldiers a little while ago at ihatcham. 
——“ Is there common justice for an Irish- 
•• man, or when wifi the inbabiiants of 
England cease to insult their long-su^F- 
“ fering, though brave protestors ? Ine 
“ day seems to be far distant, for the in- 
"•sulent inhabitants of England arc as 
“ ungrateful to the People of Ireland, as they 
“ were cruel to the natives of Africa in 
“resisting the Abolition of the Slave 
“ Trade. The people of England are de- 
“ bandied by opulence; and, though the 
“ British naunf would syem-to^ie preserved 
“ from utter extinction by Irish valour, 

“ their arrogance is equal to their corrup- ^ 
“ tios ! Yet that arrogance may he huni- 
“ bled, if they should persist in thinking 
“ that Irishmen are passive us Britons, or 
“ that forbearance is cowardice, or that 
“ their indignant silence results* from a 
“ conviction cjf their inubiliiy to obtain 
"justice even ly tise tedious forms of 
“ Imw f No, no; the Irish seem at 
“ this awful moment to be destined by 
“ Providence to suslaiii the glorious eba- 
“ racter of being the arbiters of the fate 
•‘of Europe! The Peojlfc of Ireland cry 
" aloud for justice on the slayers of the 
“ brave man, who voluntarily left his native 
“ land to protect that couiury, whqre he 
“ was so basely slaughtered. The People 
“ of Ireland 4001 the greatest indignation 
“ againstthose unfeeling Englishmen, who 
“ solemnly—on their oaths—at a public 
“ inquest—in the face of the world, de- 
" dared that a wanton murder (ns it after- 
" wards appeared to be) was a justifiable 
•tact.. Brutal—infatuated men, do you 
“ seek to irritate Ireland, or do you not 
« dread 'the consequences of injustice f How 
“ stands the fad according to your own 
•• Newspapers f—That corrupt' portion gf 
“ ^fpur pt^lic Journals ui t/ie pay qf 'tbe Trea- 
’•' suty. Your Newspapejs that flutter your 
•' commit vanity to the destruction of the Bri- 
*' tish name! Your Ne^wspapers that 
•' Ireland, because you are prejudiced and 
“ ungrateful! Your Newspapers that pal. 
•• liate those abominable crimes which cannot 
" in deegney be named I Your Newysipers 
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“ iband your guilt too flagrant to be de- have done all that was in your power to 
" nied, and you have thus prbved your produce deep and implacable animosity in 
"criminality. Be unjust, and sufler man- the breasts of the Irssli! The writer whose 
" slaughter to escape if you dare / By your ** violence'* you censure, accuses youhe 
".own statements, which you cannot accuses the/nre/iBg Tieics-paycrs of England, 
"deny, you are condemned already.” WhydoyounotanswerhifnupontAatpoint? 

-This is indeed strong and violent Why do you not attempt to defend your- 

language. It certainly is not justifiable sey* An exclamation of " Good God 
as applied to the people of England. But, is no defence; and, unless yOu can offer 
who^ave we to thank for it but those venal something better, you may as we}^ keep 

prints, which have so outrageously calum- your piety for the use of your closet.- 

niated the people of Ireland, and which You complain about " squabbling about 
have never hesiiatecf to brand with the places And disputing about dogmas but, 
name of traitor every Irishman who dared whose fault is that ? Do you remember 
tobiteracohiplaint, in however mild a way La Fontaine’s Hister Jane, the aged Nun, 
it was done ? Such abuse, such contemp- who, having been gay in her youth, ex- 
tuous treatment would move stocks and horted the young girls when they cameto 
Stones to resentment; and, of all the peo- the grate, to shun the blandishments of 
pie in the world, the Irish are the farthest men, and who received for answer, that, 
from stocks and stones.——The Courier when they had done as she had done, 
has now discovered, that there is a point they would do as she did ? Oh ! Sir, there 
beyond which it may be dangerous to is nothing so easy as for those who are in 
goad the Irish people with abuse; and, place to exhort those who are Out of place 
therefore, in copying the above para- not, for God’s sake, to " squabble about 
graph, on the 8th instant, it assumes a “ places.” Tlie same may be said about 
softeBcd tone, aod (Oh ! admiroble 1) be- dogmas, by those who object to the grant- 
comes the preacher of mutual forbearance ! ing of any thing that is asked by others as 

After having complained of the violence to religious toleration.-But have the 

the above quoted paragraph, it proceeds news-papers ceased to calumniate the Irish 
thus: "''These comments would inculcate Catholics? No: they assault iliemwith as 
-a belief that there is no community qf in- much bitterness as ever, as will be seen by 
Icrests between the two countries; that Eng- a paragraph quoted from a Dublin News- 
" lish interests are not Irish interests, aftd paper in this same number of the Cou- 

" that it were possible for Ireland to be rier.-" To the corfusion of the Fac- 

" prosperous and free for a day, a moment, “ litm, we rejoice in siating, that the late 
" without being connected with England. " dilierences between j^he Limerick and 
" Let this delusicA pass away— Good God! "Nottingham Regiments of Militia, have 
" that while the sword and sceptre of Eu- “ been happily accommodated. These 
" rope are in one hand'against us, that we "Regiments met yesterday morning in 
” ahoa\d not be united ! that we should still “ Stephen’s gieea, and delighted every 
" be squabbling about places, and disputing " honest mind by their cordial reconcilia- 
" about dogmas. The instixet of brptes " tion. During this gratifying scene, the 
" unites them in a common daitgpr. The "Bands of each Regiment played the 
reason of man seems to render him an " National Tunes of the other- This is as 
easier prey—Let us put an end to this " it should be ; henceforth their weapons 
" system of exasjiera«on and reenWna/wm.” "will bediawnonly against the common 
Aye, put an end to them by all means; “ Enemy; and the Faction, who so brutally 
hut, how f Why by you and your like •• exulted in (heir dissention, have now to 
ceasing to accuse \he Irish petitioners with " mourn their re-union. May such tears be 
treasonable designs; by your ceasing to " ever shed by the eternal adversarm of 
abuse the Irish people, and tot speak of " Inland, the AGENTS QF Hl-.iv EX- 
them as men to be kept in awe by the “TERNaL FOE!”——Thus even the 
sword. If the people of Ireland gre reconciliation of tin Soldiers of the two 
taught to believe, that there is po commu-' countries who had utif< rtuna>ely disagreed, 
liity of intei%ste between the two conn- must be seized on Ey the implacable ma- 
tries, whose fault is it but yours and those liguity of these men as a suitable occasion 
who ftct and think'like you? Ah! you for caiummaiing their political opponents 
may exclaim " Good God !” but, if we and for representing them as traitors. If 
are dis-united'at this perilous season, who is any thing disastrous happens, they are 
to be blamed but you and your li[ie, who accused of rejoicing at it, and if any 


I 
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thing fortunate, they are arcused of mourn. 
ingoT^rit; and, in both cases/they are 
marked out aa worthy of being treated 
with all possible severity. This is the 
way to conciliate is it ? And, observe, too, 
that these writers have no hesitation in 
proclaiming to *all the world, * and, of 
course, to our ever.watchl'ul enemy, that 
there is, in Iteland, a party who are consi¬ 
dered ^s his " agrtiis.'* They have no hesi¬ 
tation in doing this, and yet they have the 
cool insolence to express their sorrow at 
the existence of disunion! This cool inso¬ 
lence is even better calculated to foment 
animosity than their outrageous abuse ; 
and, in short, the abused and insulied 
party, must be far too low to merit the 
name of men, if they did not show their 
resentment against their calumniators.——. 
It was the government who adopted the 
measure of an interchange of Militias; if 
any evils have arisen, or shall arise, out of 
it, the fault, if any, lies with the govern¬ 
ment. The least, therefore, that justice 
demands is to forbear to impute thehlame, 
or any part of it, to those who are looked 
upon as opponents of the government, and 
who had no hand in the adoption of the 
measure. Yet do the venal prints conti¬ 
nually throw out insinuations, upon this 
score, againt the political opponents ot the 
government; against the “/aetioMs,” that 
is to say, in their sense of the word, against 
every man, who dares to utter a complaint 
upon any subject connected with politics, 
and especially if he goes so far as to call for 
a redress of any grievance, however modest 
and humble may be his language and his 

mode of proceeding.-^Thus treated how 

is it possible for men of any spirit not to be-* 
come desperate ; and, from desperate men 
what are we to expect but desperate deeds ? 
Infinite is the mischief which these prints 
have done. They find themselves beaten 
at argument, and then they fall to abuse. 
Those whom they thus answer feel as they 
naturally must feel; and thus is animosity, 
the animosity inspired by injustice, which 
is the most lasting of all, kept constantly 
alive in bosoms where it seldom long rl- 
mains inactive, and *when it discove/s 
itself either in words or acts, the same 
men who have occasioned it are the 
first to recommend the severest punish'' 
roents of those wonls or acts. And, after 
all this they have the astonishing eilirontry 
coolly to express their lamentations over 
that want of union which js found to 
prevail . .As to the remedy for all the 
evils which belong to Ireland, it is, as 


— Militias' Quorretmg^ ' 

it always has been, ray ceoviction, that 
nothing will put an end to those evik, b*t 
pujttiDg t/te Catholics upon the same footing 
with the members of the Church qf Scotland. 
The mea.sure which has been so much 
in agitation would do something; and 1 
should say “so far so good but I will not. 
lefld my hand to deceive the public. 1 do 
not think that that measure would do much, 
and every one whom 1 know, conversant in 
Irish alTairs, thinks the same. I have be¬ 
fore, upon various occasions, shown, that 
to do. what 1 prupojh, would he attended 
with little cost, and with no injury at all 
to the established Chuich ; bur,supp*ose 
it were to weaken the established Churt h, 
and suppose that to be an evil, that evil 
is to be set against the evil of (oiuinuing 
the disseniions in Ireland, which render 
that part of the kingdom so vulnerable 
at a time when it is impossible to say what 
hour it may be attacked by a powerful fo¬ 
reign enemy.* I may be deceived; my 
remedy might be insufficient for the pur¬ 
pose; hut, no man will, 1 think, deny that 
something ought to be attempted to put an 
end to those dissentions, the existence of 
^wliich is notorious, and the consequences 

of which may be so fatal.-But, at any 

rate, it would cost nothing for the venal 
writers to abstain from an abuse of the 
Irish Catholics, which, 1 repeat, compose 
three fourths of the people of Ireland ; it 
would costthe nation nothing for them to ab¬ 
stain from the indulgence of their malignity 
in that way; it would cost nothing for 
them to cease to speak, upon all occasions, 
so contemptuously as they do of the claims 
and the character of the Irish Catholics; 
it would cost nothing for them to refrain 
from exulting at every measure, hostile in 
its operatiot) to that numerous class of 
people; it would cost nothing fur them to 
cease, in short, to rejiresenl the Catholic 
body as fools and their leaders as traitors. 
This would cost nothing, at any rate ; hut, 
I must confess, that it is more than I fan, 
after long observation of their conduct, 
hope to see. All the.I'act and argument is 
against them ; they have nothing left liut 
to give up the contestor resort to calumny; 
and, in such cases, 1 have seen them unifurm- 
Ip ado^t the latter course. They charge 
the Catholics with havyig other views than 
those which they profess. * What can be 
more unjust and more irritating than this ? 
There is no such iting as amwering such 
an' accusation, and there is no such thing 
as hearing it with patience. The party thus 
accuipd must necessarily be filUd.withre- 
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sentment; and, is it* any wonder if they 
realty do, even 6n the ground 6fthisaccu* 
Eatii>n, conceive projects whicK they did 
did not before entertain ? To make a 
wmuii faithless the ready and infallible 
way is to shew that you suspect her; and, 
to inalie a man aim at accomplishing any 
thin ; hostile to the government, whdt is 
so likely as a false accusation of his in- 
tenting solo do ? But, all these arguments, 
and ten million more, if I could add them, 
would, I am afraid, have no weight with 
the conductors of a Serial press. 

*E«sex hl.ECTioN.-The state of par¬ 

ties in 'his country is worthy of particular 
atteiitioii. For many elrcions past, the 
. two sethed, regularly drilUd parlies, have 
diviiletl the courtly between th^tn, as they 
used to divide the ciiy of Westminster, 
till the people there were resolved no 

binger to be the tools of party.-The 

Whi^i (as tirt y still call thVmseIvcs) used 
to put in one member, and the Pittilesthe 
other. There w,rs no dispositi*. n in either 
party to have a contested elcctson. • The 
thing was a matter of amicable convention, 
and was settled by the respective leader,s 
over a bottle at some inn, or at somecoon- 
try hou'ti;.-Thus tlie p;'or>/eof the coun¬ 

ty, the freeholders <u lar^e., had no meve to 
do in choosinii the mein hers of the county, 
than the peopff of .my roiien borough have 
in choosing the members for ttie said rotten 

borough.-To put an end to this, and, 

at (be same time, to give the freeholders 
of Essex an opportunity of making a stand 
for Parliameniurj/ Reibrrn, Mr. Bukgoyne 
declared hitnsvlf a candidate upon that 
ground. This was throwing open the coun¬ 
ty ; it was putting an end to the snug 
thing that had been going ort for so rnanjf 
years, it was what the IVhigs in particular 
complained of as disitirbing the peace oi tlie 
county. Oh! impudent assertion! To 
give the freeholders an opportunity of 
cii^^rcising their elective rights was to dis¬ 
turb the peace of llje county! -But, why 

did the Whigs dislike it most? For a*very 
good reason Mr. Burgoyne stood, and 
yet nieans to stand it seems, <ipon ilie 
very piinupleg that the Whigs had al- 
Ways professed ; and, he had the. candour 
to tell them, ^hat,if any one of ihem would 
pledge himself to endeavour to obtain a par- 
/tofocHtaryr^rm, he,,Mr. Burgoyne,would 
resign •his own pretensions, aiid join in 
aopporting that man. Nothing could be 
more fair and 'public-spirited than this, 
aslwd for oolbiag more than iht sup¬ 


port of reform, that very reform, to which 
stood pledged these very Whigs, by decla¬ 
rations the most solemn. I have now ly* 
in^ before me their peclaration to the ifeo- 
pk of England, wsoed in 1791, signed by 
twenty-seven Members of Parliament, 
amongst whom were Charles Grey, Lord 
Lauderdale, Lord Kinnaird, William IL 
Lamhton, George Tierney, AVthur Pigott, 
William Baker, Samuel Whitbrea^, Dud-' 
ley North, Thomas Erskine, Loid John 
Russell, T. C. Curwen, R. B. Sheridan, 
William Smith, Ralph Milbank, Henry 
Howard, Richard S. Milnes, H. Haworth, 
W. Powlett Powlett. These gentlemen 
and their associates declared their objects 
to be, ‘‘ I. To restore the freedom of election 
" and a more equal representat'ion of the 
" people ill Parliament. 2. To secure to 
the people a more frequent exercise of 
“ their right of electing their representa- 

“ lives.’■’-J-Tliese were the objects which 

the Whigs professed to have ifi view'; and 
thesearc the objects that Mr. Burgoyne has 
in view', tie tells thecountyof Essex: “I 
“ do not want to be elected myself; I am 
" not anxious that you should vote for me; 
“ hut I am anxious that you should vote 
"for these objects; and, if no one amongst 
" tljose who have professed to have them 
" in view, will now distiiiclly p/calgc him- 
“ seif to pursue them, I wilt, and I will 
“ stand forward as a candidate, and give 
" you an opportunity of approving of such 
" a pledge.” Kolhiog can be more fair 
or more consistent. The way i.s clearly 
open for any Whig candidate, who will 
act upon the principles, which his party 
have so long professed to the people ; 
but, if no one will do that, and if any one 
of them becomes a candidate without giv¬ 
ing the pledge, Mr. Burgoyne will oppa.se 
him.—- -Thus, then, stand.s the case with 
the Whigs: they must, in Essex, give the 
pledge for Reform ; or, they must see Mr. 
Burgoyne beat them; or, they roust be con¬ 
tent to let the Pittites put in both the Mem¬ 
bers. They are unable to carry a Mem¬ 
ber, without the aid of the Heformers. Mr. 
Burgoyne divides their numbers and takes 
Vhe better half from them, if such division 
takes place, the Pittites will potforward two 
of their own candidates; and, it is very 

probable, may carry them both.-The 

question is, then; wdl the Whigs give the' 
pledge ? 1 think they will not; for, from 
their conduct of late years, it is clear, that 
they prefer the success ol the Pittites; 
that they prefer being beaten by their 
rivals in all sorts of ways; that, in sboit, 
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they prtfer ary thing to reform .—^—Let u« 
hope, however, that the Freeholders of 
Essex will reflect a little upon their sitiia* 
tion; that they will feel the deep shame 
of having been so long made the tools of 
interested factions; and that they will, at 
last, act as heeomes^en sensible of* their 
rights and alive to the interests and ho¬ 
nour of their country. They will, at the 
next election, have an opportunity of 
doing this’; and, if they neglect it, the 
fault will be their own. 

W“. COBBEn'. 

Stoic Prison, Newgate. Friday, 
llih October, 1811. 

P. S. A Correspondent asks rne, wlure 
I have read of the use of Horse C/iesnuts as 
food for Merino Slieep. I stated, in iny 
preface to Mr. Livingstone’s Book (to 
which Preface ray Correspondent refers) 
that I had read of it in La-iteyrie^s Mxslory 
of the Introduction of the Merinos into the 
diflerent States of Europe; .and, if my 
correspondent cannot conic at the French, 
he will find a Translation of that very use¬ 
ful aud interesting work at Mr. Harding’s 
in St. James’s Street, and at page 15() he 
will find the passage iliat 1 paTticulariy 

allude to.-1 beg him to excuse me for 

not answering his question sooner. I hdd 
mislaid his letter. 


KING LAMBERT. 

The folltrwing account of the establishment of 
u New Kingdom is taken from the Ame¬ 
rican Newspapers of July, ] 811. 

Know all men by these presents that I, 
Jonathan Lambert, late of tialem, in the 
st.ate of Massachusetts, United States of 
America, mariner, and citizen thereof, 
have this 4.th day of February, in the year 
of our laard eighteen hundred and eleven, 
taken absolute possession of the islands of 
Tristan de Cunha, so called, viz. : the great 
island, and the other two known by the 
name of Inaccessible and Nightingale 
islands : solely for myself and my heirs 
for ever : with the right of convey¬ 
ing the whol^ or ady part thereof, 
to one or more persons, by deed or sale,' 
free gift, or otherwise, as I or they (ray 
heirs) may hereafter think fitter or proper. 
—And as no European, or other power 
whatever, has hitherto publicly claimed the 
said islands by right of discovery, or act 
of possession, therefore be it known to ail 
nations, tongues, and languages,* that from 
and after the dale of this public instru¬ 


ment, I constitute niy; individoal self tiia 
sole proprietor of thd above-mentioned 
islands, grounding my right anil claim on 
the rational and sure principles of abso- 
^ lute occupancy, and as such, holding and 
possessing all the rights, ti les and im« 
iiiunitie.s properly belonging to proprietors 
by the usage of nations. 

' In consequence of this right and title by 
me thus assumed and established, I do fur¬ 
ther declare, that the said islands shall for 
the future be denominated the islands of 
Refreshments, the great^island bearing that 
name in particular, aud the landing place 
on the north side, a little to the e^ist of the. 
Cascade, to be chlled Reception, and 
whifh shall be the place of my residence. 
The isle formerly called Inaccessible shall 
henceforward be called Pinfrd Island, and 
that known by the name of Nightingale 
Island, shall now be called Lovell Island. 
—.And I do further declare, that the cause 
of the said act si;t forth hi this instrument, 
originated in the desire and determination 
of preparing for myself and family a home 
where I can^enjoy life without the embar¬ 
rassments which have hirherto constantly 
attended me, and procure for us an inte- 
reift and properly, by means of which a 
competency may be ever secured, and re¬ 
main, if posssible, far removed beyond the 
reach t)f chicanery and ordinary misfortune. 
—For the above purpose 1 intend paying 
the strictest attention to husbandry, pre¬ 
suming when it is known in the wurid that 
ri freshments may be obtained at my resi¬ 
dence, all vessels of whatever description, 
and belonging to w’hatever nation, will 
visit me lor that jiurpose, and by a fair and 
open irafiic, supply themselves with those 
articles of which they may be in need. 
And 1 do here])y invite alt those who may 
want refreshraenta to call at Reception, 
where by*laying by opposite to the Cas¬ 
cade, they will be immediately visited by 
a boat from the shore, and speedily sup¬ 
plied with such things as the Islands may 
produce, at a reasonable price.—And Iw 
it furtjier known, that 4>y virtue of the 
aforesaid-tight, and authority above men¬ 
tioned, I have adopted a flag* which shall 

* This flag is formed of five diamonds. 
Aransversdly from corner to corner, and 
four half diamonds, placiSd cn the center 
of the top, bottom and both sides. The 
two upper and two lower diamonds are 
blue next the staff’or halyard, -and red on 
the uppermost side ; the centre white, the 
four half diamonds bear the lettw W.-w 
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forever be the known anil acknowledged 
jitandard flag of theM islands. And ihai a 
white flag shall be known, and coiisidtMcd 
as the common flag for any vessel or ves¬ 
sels in the merchants service, which may 
now, or hereafter, belong to any inhabi¬ 
tants of these islands.—And lastly, be it 
knownj that 1 hold myself and my pwple, 
to be bound on the principles of hospitality' 
and good fellowship and the laws ol na- 
tiAns(if any there are) as established by 
the best writers on that subject, and by no 
other law whaieve(, until time may pro¬ 
duce particular contracts or other engage- 
mients. , d- Lambert. 

Witness to this signature, 

Andrew Miller. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

SfAiN.—//cads of the New Constitution — 

’ August, IS J1. 

(Concluded from puj^c 418.^ 

The Kin^. 

The person of the King is inviolable and 
sacred,—He shall sanction th<? Lawc caoct- 
ed by the Cortes .—He may declare war atid 
make peace.—He shall appoint to C^il 
anil Military Employments on the proposal 
of the Council of State .—He shall direct all 
diplomatic Negociations.—He shall*uper- 
intend the Application of the Public Reve¬ 
nue, &c. • 

Restrictions on the Ktngly Authority. 

The king shall not obstruct the ineetiag 
of the Cortes in the t'ases and at the periods 
pointed out by the Constitution, nor em¬ 
barrass or suspend the Sittings, &c,—All 
who may advise him to any such proceed-, 
ings shall be liolden and dealt with as 
traitors. — He must not gravel, marry, 
alienate any thing, abdicate the crown, 
raise taxes, nor exchange any idvvn, city, 
&c. without haviijg first obtained the per- 


Notc.-—Captain Lovell observes, that hav¬ 
ing left the above mentioned Jonathan 
Lambert, accompanied by two persons 
from Rio de Janeiro, on Trista de C'unha 
Island about the 1st of January, he pro¬ 
ceeded on his voyage, and on l*is return to 
the island, after the space of 34 days, Mr. 
Lambert had cleared about fifty acres of 
land, and plantlid various kinds of seeds, 
some of which, as well as the coffee tree 
and sugar cane, were furnished him by 
the American minister at Rio de Janeiro. 
The above seeds had sprung up, and look¬ 
ed very promising. 


mission of the Cortes. — Don Fernan'db 
VII. is declared by the Cortes King of Spain, 
and after bis decease, his legitimate descen- 
danls shall succeed to th^ throne.*“The 
King shall be a minor until he has com¬ 
pleted the age of 18 years.—The eldest 
son of the King shall *be called) Prince of 
the Asturias, and, as such, shall, at the age 
of 14, take an oath b^oret the Cortes, to 
maintain the Constitution, and to be faith¬ 
ful to the King.—During a ntinority, a 
Regency shall be formed, which shall 
superintend the education of the young 
Prince, according to the orders of the 
Cories. The Regency shall be presided 
by the Queen Mother, if she be in life, 
and shall be composed of two of the oldest 
Deputies of the Cortes, who shall be re¬ 
placed from year to year, and of two 
Counsellers of the Council of State, chosen 
ill the order of their seniority.—-The Cortes 
shall fix,the salary proper for the suppoi't of 
the King and his Family, and shall point 
out the placusdestinedfor his recreation, Ac. 
—The Infantes may be appointed to all em¬ 
ployments, but cannot be Magi.strates, 
nor Members of the Cortes, and must not 
leave the kingdom without the permission 
of the said Corte.s.—There sliali be eight 
Secretaries of State, including two for 
Sftulh and North America; they shall be 
responsible for the affairs of iheir respec¬ 
tive depariiiieiiu, and the remuneration 
which they shall receive, shall be deter- ' 
mined by the Cories.—A Council of State 
shall be formed, consUtingof forty Mern-, 
bers : four of this number are to be Gran¬ 
dees of Spain, of acknowledged merit and 
virtue; four Ecclesiastics, of which two 
shall be Bishops; twelve Americans; the 
remaining twenty Members to be chosen 
from among the most respectable Citizens 
of the other classes of the community. 
Th is council shall meet every ye;ir on the 
1st of March, and shall sit during three 
months. Tins period can only be extend¬ 
ed on the request of the King, or for some 
reason of great urgency, in such cases 
the Session may be prolonged, but not 
• beyond one month.—’Ihe election qf the 
Cortes shall take place conformable to the 
'mode prescribed by the (Tonstituiion, and 
one Deputy shall be chosen for each 70,000 
sotils .—Tiie Sittings of the Cortes shall 
be opened by the Kjng, or in his name, by 
the President of the Deputation of the 


* The particular Regulation of the 
Successioh appears to be, for the present, 
reserved by the Cortes. 
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Cortes, which ought to remain permanent, 
in order to watch over the fulfilment of the 
Constitution.*—The above are the chief 
Articles of the Report which has been pre¬ 
sented to the Cortes, It is ordered to be 
printed, and when the copies are received 
from the pr^ss, will be fully discussed. 


Spain.—E rcctt/ton of the alkdged Traitors 
• at Figueras. 

On the 25th August the Military Com¬ 
mission charged with the trial of the au¬ 
thors and accomplices in the treason that 
delivered Figueras to the enemy, con¬ 
demned to death and to forfeiture of pro¬ 
perty the following :—-Jean Marquh, Con- 
iidential Clerk of the Keeper of the Maga¬ 
zine Blouquier .—Jean Floretta, Servant of 
the said Blouquier.—Jean Jouyne, procu- 
rier .—Gents Pons, and Pierre Pons .—All 
the five living at Fort Fernando, de Fi¬ 
gueras, and convicted of Treason: the 
three first, present at the trial, were exe¬ 
cuted : the two latter were declared con- 
timiaceous.—^The said Commission has ac¬ 
quitted of the said crime the undermen¬ 
tioned :—Anton Francois blouquier, — The- 
rese Pons,—Magdekine Pons ,—Sister of 
Genis and Pierre Pons.—And Marianne 
Floretta, servant of Blouquier.—HowevA, 
considering that in the absence of suffi¬ 
cient proofs, they afford at least reason for 
■ suspicion; these four individuals have been 
placed under the special superintendance 
.of the superior PoHce, until the pacifica¬ 
tion of Upper Catalonia, and they were 
present at the execution of the condemned. 


Spain.-The Wmi.—.^A ddress of Gene¬ 

ral Dpyk to the Catalonians. Maturo, 
Ju/y 5,1811. . 

Catalo,nians.—Suchet has spread a re¬ 
port that Buonapart6 has begun, to treat 
for peace with Great Britain, and that he 
was so anxious it should take efiect, that 
he had sent Talleyrand to London, and 
was himself gone to the vicinity of the 
coast to facilitate a prompt communica¬ 
tion.—Itemember, valiaAt and unconquer¬ 
able Catalonians, that it is scarcely a year* 
since this same Suchet asserted, that the 
British Government, in conjunction with 
the Spanish, had mad^peace with France; 
and in consequence of it, he recommended 
the CaUdunians to retire to their houses, 
since there would no longer be any war. 
And what w'ere the means he Alopted to 
give publicity and weight to this infamous 


treachery ? He published a proclamation; 
and forged the signature of Captain Ge¬ 
neral O'Donnell,—an act tilhthen unheard 
of and unknown. But this treason, this 
vile intrigue, did not prodace the efiect 
Suchet bad promised himself; in place of 
retiring to their homes, more than I0,U0() 
youths joined the ranks of the army.—I 
deceive myself much, or Senor Suchet 
wishes (now that no other resource re¬ 
mains to him) to impede the general 
rising of this indefatigable principality, 
which never can be efii^ted by his saying 
France is treating for peace with England; 
—he foolishly judges, that youMCatalo-* 
nians, will allow yourselves to be seduced, 
and think, that the great efibrts you now 
make, and will continue to make, and 
which the enemy so greatly fears, must 
be useless. He says the English are treat¬ 
ing for peace, because he knows it would 
increase your difficulties in receiving suc¬ 
cours ; Senor Suqfiet calculates this consi¬ 
deration ought to discourage }'ou much. 
Catalonians, he tells you nothing of Frencli 
perfidy, or of the little faith you slioqld 
place in their promi.ses or information. 
Your own ground furnishes you with un- 
detfiahle proofs of the impossibility of 
joining the words " good faith” with the 
French nation. Courage, then, Cfatalo- 
niaiis :* England will never abandon you, 
but on the contrary redouble her efiurts, 
because you redouble your own. A ge¬ 
neral clFort, then, O, Catalonians; and do 
not hearken to the French, the P'rencli 
party, or the timid ! (Signed) Doyle, 


Portugal.-The War, - Extract qf 

an official dispatch Jrom las Excellency 
Lord Wellington to his Excellency Don 
Miguel F(/rJas. Sabugal, August S, 
1811. . 

I have continued to move the troops 
upon their left, since my dispatch of the 
1st inst. to your Excellency.—General 
Sijveira informs me, under date of the 
28th of July, that the troops of Bessieres, 
and those*under the command of General 
Santocildes, continued to maintain the 
same posifions which they respectively 
occupied' according to his letter of the 
218 ? of July.— 1 know that a part of the 
fifth army still remained m Zefra, on the 
2d inst, and that a division only had set 
out in the direction of the county of Niebla. 
—All the information which I have re¬ 
ceived, agrees in Slating, that Marshal 
Soult has gone in the direction of Gra- 
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nada.—1 .hare received a communication 
from Valladolid, mentioning that Marshal 
Bessieres bac[ gone to France, and that 
General Dorsenne had now the command 
•f the North of Spain. 

Extract of an qficial Dispatch from Lord 
Weliingtoa, to Don Miguel Pereira For- 
JaSf dated head quarters, Fuenti G«*- 
naido, August 14. 

• The enemy has made no alteration in 
regard to the respective positions which 
their diilerent corps occupied, since my 
last dispatch of the 8th inst.; the army of 
(Portugal was in the same positions in the 
valley of the Tagus, and near Placentia, 
on the lath inst. The army of the north, 
and the. filih corps, remained as they were 
on the I2ih inst.—It appears very certain 
that Soult has marched in the direction of 
Gratiada, with a large corps of troops. 

Wellington. 


Portugal.-The Wau.- A Dispatch, 

qf which the following is an extract, was 
,ye>sterday received at the Ojiee of fjte Earl 
of Liverpool, addressed to his Lordship by 
General Lord Viscount Wellington, dated 
Fuente Guinuldo, August 31, 1811. 

The” enemy have made no movement of 
any importance since I addiefsed your 
lordship on the I tih. On that evening a 
detachment of about 1,200 infantiy ai;d 
cavalry, arrived at Gala, vihi :h is on the 
South side of the mountains which sepa¬ 
rate Casiile from Estremadura; and on the 
following morning they surprised a smal! 
picqnet in St. Martin do Trehejo, under 
Lieutenant Wood, of the llih Light Drat 
goons, whoili they ma<le pri.'^oner with ten 
men, and went off that t^vening to Moia- 
legoo, and on the next morning to Monte 
Hermosso. 


Havti.—("S r. Domingo.) New Constitu¬ 
tion, 1811. 

• 

An Extraordiaary Council bcirt^ con¬ 
vened U) determine on the changes tlie 
State ought to undergo, tlie said Council 
consider that the Coiistituticn df the I7tb 
February, in the year 4 (1807), which 
was made without social compact, 'and 
during the (SIomiis of civil war, is not 
adapted to the present condition of the 
Wand, on the foll&wing grounds -.—That 
the Constitution mentioned, although 
suited to the tempestuous circumstances of 
the country, had many acknowledged im¬ 


perfections. It secured such means of en¬ 
joyment as the deplorable situation of 
things permitted, but none suited to the 
more favourable condition of aiiairs, which 
by the grace of the Chief Magistrate, and 
his sublime and brilliant talents, are ap¬ 
proaching to order, prosperity, and happi¬ 
ness. — That in the flourishing state of 
agriculture, commerce^ and navigation, re¬ 
establishing morals, religion, and advanc¬ 
ing to the highest discipline'the public 
force, such a prospect of security and per¬ 
manence is afforded which Justities the es¬ 
tablishment of a firm and stable Govern¬ 
ment to insure that prosperity.—The said 
Council judging for such reasons, that it is 
necessary to invest the Supreme Authority 
with all that constitutes the grandeur, 
dignity and power of Majesty, has re¬ 
solved : 

1 . That the establishment of an heredi¬ 
tary I'hrone is the best expedient for ful¬ 
filling this purpose.—2. ThatThe throne 
shall descend in the male line, to the con¬ 
stant e.xclusion of fi-males, and that the 
Sovereign shall be selected from that illus¬ 
trious family, unceasingly' elevated to glory 
and lo the good of the country, and that 
the Chief of that family shall be the per¬ 
son on whom the Sovereignty shall de¬ 
volve, as a mark of national gratitude, as 
on him the political existence of the coun- 

tvy has depended_^The nation, by us, the 

organs of its will, thus confers this high * 
disiiiiction upon that Prince who has main¬ 
tained its glory, and to whom its liberty,, 
iu independence, and its happiness may 
be .safely confided,—It being proper to 
create great public Autliorities from 
among the Ofl'icers who have devoted 
tiiernselves to the honour and prosperity of 
the Slate, us tvell for the splendour of the 
throne as for the rew'ard of their distin¬ 
guished services, the following law is 
sanctioned by the said Council. 

TtTLE Of the Supreme Authority. 

\. The President Henry Christophe, is 
declared to be King of Hayti, under the 
name of Henry. 1 his distinction, its pre¬ 
rogatives, and immunities, shall be heredi¬ 
tary in his family, in the tine of the male 
and legitimate descendants, according to 
seniority, aud to the exclusion of females. 
—2. All the Royal Acts shall be doae in the 
name of the King, and published and pro¬ 
mulgated under the Royal isignet.—3. In 
defect of male children, the heirship shall 
pass to th(6 nearest relation of the King, or 
to the highest rauk.—4. Notwithstanding 
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this law, the King may adopt the children 
of any Prince of his kingdom, whom he 
may tbinkfit lo appoint hisheirs.—5. If the 
King should have male children subsequent 
to such adoption, his own ofispring will 
have the prior right^—6. On the decease 
of the Sovereign, until the accession of the 
heir, the affairs^ of the kingdom shall be 
governed by the Monsters and the Royal 
Council, wi^o, being formed into a General 
Council, shall decide by a majority of 
votes, the Secretary of State registering 
the decisions. 

TITLE i\.— Of the Royal Family. 

7. The Consort of the King is declared 
Queen of Hayti.—8. The Members of the 
Royal Family are to receive the titles of 
Princes and Princesses, and are to be ad¬ 
dressed Most Serene Highnesses. The 
presumptive heir is to be called Prince 
Royal.—9. Those Princes are Members of 
the Council of State as soon as they come 
of age.—10. Neither the Princes or Prin¬ 
cesses shall marry without the King’s per¬ 
mission.—I 1. The King himself is to ap¬ 
point the Officers-of his Palace, in a way 
suited to the dignity of his crown.—12. 
There shall be established under the same 
authority. Palaces and Castles in such si¬ 
tuations of the Kingdom as his Majesty 
shall point out. 

TITLE in. —Of the Regency. 

13. The King is a minor until he be 15 
years of age. During his minority a Re¬ 
gent shall be nominated.—I't. The Re¬ 
gent shall be.25 years of age at least, and 
shall either be chosen from the nearest 
relation of the King, to the exclusion of 
females, and in defept of such relations, 
from the Grand Dignitaries of the king¬ 
dom.—15. Should the King not have ap¬ 
pointed a Regent, the Grand Council shall 
select a person according to the preceding 
law.—IR. Until the King become of age, 
the Regent shall be invested with all the 
attributes of Royalty.—17. But the Re¬ 
gent is not to conclude treaties of peace, 
alliance, or commerce, or to make decla¬ 
ration of war, until he sjjall have taken 
the advice of th» Grand Council, the ma¬ 
jority of the votes of which on such sub- 
I jects he is to carry into effect.—18. The 
Regent is not empowered to nominate to 
the Grand Dignities oPthe kingdom^ nor 
to the rank of Generals and Admirals.— 
19. All the acu (tf the Regent are to be in 
the name of the young King.-—20. The 
aardiamfaip of the King is entrusted to 
is mother; and if he have no mother, to 


the Prince the deceased King shall have 
appointed to this duty. Neither the Re¬ 
gent or his children are to have the guar* 
dianship of the young King. 

TITLE IV. — Of the Grand and Pt'iry Councils. 

21. The Grand Council is composed of 
the Princes of the Blood, and of the 
Princes, Dukes, and Earls to be chosen by 
his Majesty, who shall himself determine 
the number.—22. The President of the 
Council is the King, himself, and in his 
absence, such noble person as be shall 
name!—23. The Privy Council is to be 
chosen by the King from the Grand Dig- * 
nitaries of the State. 

TITLE V.— 0/ the Grand Officers cf tha 
Kingdom. 

24. The Great Officers of the kingdom 
are the Grand Marshals of Playti, and are 
chosen from among the persons holding 
the rank of Generals, according to their 
merit.—25. Their number is ib be as- 
.signed by the King himself.—26. The 
places of the Great Officers are to be held 
during life.-5-27. Unless they shall 6c 
removed by a Royal Order, or from inca¬ 
pacity, and in such cases they shall pre¬ 
serve their title, their rank, and the half 
of their revenue. * 

TiTL*E w.—^Of tlx Ministers of State. 

28, The King shall nominate four Mi¬ 
nisters of State, the Mini.ster of War and 
of the Marine, the Minister of the Fi¬ 
nances and of the Home Department, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister 
of .Justice.—2!,>. The Ministers are Mem¬ 
bers of the Council, and have votes,—30. 
The Ministers rendering account of their 
services in person to his Majesty, and re¬ 
ceive his commands. 

TiiTLE vn .—Of Oaths. 

.31. On the King’s coming of age, he it 
to make oath on the Evangelist in the 
presence of the great Authorities of the 
Kingdom.—32. The Regent is to do the. 
sarfie on assuming his fuiK^ions.—33. The 
great QlScjers, the Ministers, and the Se¬ 
cretary of State, are to deliver their oath 
•of fidelity iiltb the hands of the King, 

TiTLg vm.—Qf the Promulgation of the 
Laws. 

34. The promulgation of aTl the Acts 
of the Kingdom is as fpllows" By the 
Grace of God and the Constitutional Law , 
of the State, we King of Hayti do declare, 
greeting.”—These public Acts are to con¬ 
clude as.fcdlows:—We command and 
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order that tlifese Presents under onr Seal 
be directed to all Courts, Tribunals, and 
Authorities, that they may be transcribed 
in their Registers, that they themselves, 
and all others in the Kingdom, may ob- 
seeve tutd obey the same. The Minister 
of Justice is to promulgate this law."— 
35. The Decrees of Courts of Justice are 
in the following form t—"By the Grace 
c^f God, and the Constitutional Law of the 
State, do declare greeting. (Then follows 
the Decree.) We command and order all 
Officers to put in Execution the said judg¬ 
ment, to all our Law Agents to sign their 
name t6 it, and to all Military Com¬ 
manders to employ their force, if re¬ 
quired, to secure obedience to the sarfie.— 
In witness whereof,” &c. 

[To be signed by the President and 
Chief Secretary.) 

The above Constitutional Law of the 
Realm is dated from Cape Henry, in the 
8 th year'of Independertce, 1811, and is 
signed by all the Public Authorities com¬ 
posing the Council of State. 

• f. 

French Army in Spain. 

Army op the North. 

Report of the Count D'Orsenne, General-in- 
Chitf of the Army of the North, to the 

Prince of Netfchatel and Wdgram _ 

Camp of Astorgtt, Aug. 28. 

C Concluded from page 416. J 
Bonnet’s, Dumoustier’s, and Koguet’s di¬ 
visions received orders to pass the Elsa on 
the 25ih, at four in the tdorning, and to 
proceed, the first by the Leon road to 
Astorga on Poente d’Orbigo—the second 
from Valencia de Don Juan on Baiie^a 
—the 3d by Benavente to the same 
oint, and the reserve, aLtIte head of whiclv 
was, marched from Valdera.s^ to proceed 
to Cebrones, passing by Villaquesjida. 
—The dilTerent movements were execut¬ 
ed with much unity. General Abadia, who 
had been informed but a few hours before, 
had only time to evacuate his position,cre- 
tiring upon Aiiorga. Disturbed- by the 
unexpected march of our troops, he re¬ 
treated with the greatest precipitation.^ 
His advanced guard, which was on the 
'height of St. Martin, shewed a deterpiina- 
tion to defend uself. I ordered the Horse 
Chasseurs,* and light Chasseurs of the 
Guard to drive them away. Some squa- 
dronj of Galician Hussars maintained 
themselves obstinately, but they were 
pharged by our brave men, who killed or 
wounded some sixty, and made several 


prisoners. My light cavalry, after the 
action, pursued the enemy beyond ■ Pa- 
lairos, where he took up a position at the 
same time that General Dumoustier en¬ 
tered Baneza, Roguet, Cebrones, and Bon¬ 
net established himsijifin front of Orbigo. 
I arrived at Baneza, where 1 learned that 
General Abadia intended to collect his 
army under Astorga, and wait for me. I 
gave orders in consequence cto all my 
troops to proceed thither.—On the 26tn, 
my advanced guard arrived there at seven 
a. m. and the divisions of the army at eight. 
The enemy, after haying evacuated the 
place in the night, continued his retreat, 
taking the road of Galicia. 1 then ordered 
General Bonnet to pursue him with two 
brigades of infantry and GOO horse beyond 
Villafranca, keeping the two roads that 
lead from A.«torga to that town. Roguci 
took uj) a position in front of Astorga, 
and during Bonnet’s march-pushed for¬ 
ward strong parties to watch the de¬ 
bouches of Asturias.—Dumoustier had or¬ 
ders to be ready to act as occasion re¬ 
quired.—General Bonnet established him¬ 
self the same day in front of Ravanal 
On the 27th, he came up with the enemy 
5,000 strong, on the heights of Reigo dc 
Ambroso, and in spite of a heavy firing 
carried this .strong position at the point o 
the bayonet. General Abadia, who be¬ 
held the defeat of his troops, retired has 
lily by the mountains of Orensee. Or 
the 28lh, early in the morning, we enlcret 
Villafranca. We found there, and a' 
Ponferrada, 2,500 muskets, 400 uniforms 
1.7,000 pounds of rice, and 120,000 cart 
ridges—The enemy lost 300 killed ant 

wounded, and 200 prisoners_We had nt 

one killed—General Corsen, Col. Bartel 
and two chasseurs were wounded.—Al 
the reports confirm the entire dispersion o 
the army of Galicia, and the impossibility 
of its resuming the offensive for a lobj 
time, which fulfils completely the objec 
I had in view. I am, &c. 

Count D’Orsenne. 

To the Prince qf Neufchatel and Wagram 
Camp of Aslorga^ Aug. 30. 

The information I receive from al 
parts, confirms more and more the tota 
dissolution and dispersion in the mountain 
of the different cofps of this armv. Tbi 
greatest privations oblige the soldiers to re 
turn home—hencethe.se assemblageswhici 
for a mqmem threatened the tranquillity o 
this province, are dispersed like a cloud. 

Count D’Orsennx. 
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Akmy of Portugal. 

“ Five divisions of the English army 
have passed the Tagus, and directed their 
march to the Coa ; two divisions remain on 
the left bank of the Tagus. This move¬ 
ment, at this season, is very fatal to the 
English. It increases diseases which 
have fatigued them much for some time. 
The heat, which is very great this year, 
is more prejudicial to the English, who 
are little used to it, than any other nation! 
Our army is in good cantonments, and 
is recovering from its fatigues. It has 
received a great quantity of horses to re¬ 
mount its artillery entirely. 

Fourth Government. 

General Roguet, Commandant at St. 
Andero, suHered himself to be surprised 
on I he l+th August. An hour before day¬ 
break, a column of SOO insurgentymrirch- 
ed upon the city, after having travelled all 
night, carefully avoiding the dilferent 
posts of the provinces ; it thus arrived at 
the skirts of the town, whilst a second co¬ 
lumn of 1,800 men proceeded against the 
important post of Torre Lovega, The 
guard before the Hospital of St. Andero 
was the first attacked, and lought. with 
courage; the day having dawned, llie 
enemy was attacked in his turn, beat, and 
pursued ; upwards of 300 men remained 
* on the field, the rest were driven beyond 
the mountains of Eresillas, where more 
•were kdicd.—The cplumn vidiich attacked 
Torre Lovega was not more fortunate; the 
garri.sun derended itself bravely, and more 
than half the insurgents were killed. 


France _ Decree relaiive to the Natural¬ 

ization of I'rcnc/uncn. Trianon, 20 Aug. 
1811. 

Napoleon, by the grace of God, and the 
' Constitutions, Emperor of the French, &c. 
to all present and to come, greeting: 

Dilierentque.slions having been submitted 
to u.s wtih regard to the condition of 
Frenchmen established in foreign coun-' 
tries, we have fought *t right to make^ 
known our intentions on that, subject. 

By our decree of the bi hof April, 1809, 
we have already pronounced with regard 
to such . Frenchmen *s have borne arms 
against their country ; and those who, re¬ 
siding with a Power with whom w’e go to 
war. do not q„it its territory or who, 
being summoned b}' us, do not obey that 
order. 
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But no law has yet been laid .dow» 
either with rt'gard to Frenchmen naturhl- 
ised in foreign countries, with or ^it^out 
our authority, or with regard to such as 
may havfc already entered, or choose to 
enter, in future, into the service of a fo¬ 
reign Power. 

And as it is not our wish to confound 
those of our subjects who are induced from 
legitimate motives to naturalise tbemselvps 
abroad, with those whose conduct will as¬ 
sume the character of felony, we have 
resolved, by these prelients, to complete 
and make known this important braqch of 
legislation. * 

For these reasons, on the report of ouv 
GraH'l Judge, Minister of Justice, and our 
Council of State, being heard, 

We have decreed and ordered, and do 
decree ami order, as follows: 

Title !.—Cy Frenchmen naturalised abroad 
with ^ur permission. 

Art 1. No Frenchman can be natural- 

i.sed abroad, without our authority, 

2. Opr permission shall be grantedi}y 
letiers-patent, drawn up by our Grand 
Judge, signed with our hand, countersigned 
hy'our Secretary of State, inspected by our 
Cousin the Prince Arch-Chancellqr. in¬ 
serted in the Bulletin of Laws, and re¬ 
gistered in the Imperial Court of the last 
placf of domicile of the person to, whom 
they relate. 

3. Frenchmen thus naturalised abroad 
shall enjoy the right of possessing, of 
transmitting, and of .succeeding to pro¬ 
perty, even when the subjects of the 
countries where they shall be naturalised 
do not enjoy those rights in France. 

4. The children of a Frenchman born 
in the country where he is naturalised, are 
aliens. 

5. FrenclMnen naturalised abroad even 
with our permission, can at no time carry 
arms against France, under pain of being 
indicted in our Courts, and condemned to 
tl;^ punishments enacted- in the Pentd 
Code, Book 3d, cap. 75. " 

Title II.— Of Frenchmen rmturalised abroad 
, without our permission. 

fij Ever^ Frenchman naturalised abroad 
without our permission, shall incur the 
loss of his property, whiclf shtrll be confis¬ 
cated ; he shall no longer enjoy the right 
of succession, and all ihe succession fall¬ 
ing in to him shall- pass to the next heirj 
provided he is domiciliated in France. . 

By the 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th, it is 
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provided, that by* a process instituted in 
tbe Courts of Justice, such 'persons shall 
los# their titles if they have any, together 
with the properly attached to them, which 
shall devolve to the nearest heir, being 
French, the rights of the wife being se¬ 
cured, which shall be regulated as in the 
case of widowhood. 

11. Those who are naturalised abroad 
«;itbout permission, and against whom the 
above process has taken place, if found in 
the territory of the Empire, shall, for the 
first time, be arrested and conducted be¬ 
yond, the frontiers; if they return, tliey 
shall be'condemned to a period of impri¬ 
sonmnent not less than a year, nor more 
than 10 years. 

TiTtE III .—Of Individuals already natura¬ 
lised abroad. 

12. Individuals naturalised abroad at 
the period of the publication of this de¬ 
cree, may, witliin a yeai, if on the Con¬ 
tinent of Europe; within three years, if 
beyond that Continent; within five years, 
if beyond the Cape of Good‘Hope and in 
the Indies, obtain our confirmation accor¬ 
ding to the forms prescribed in the present 
Decree. 

Title W.—Of Frenchmen in the service of 
a Foreign Fewer. 

13. No Frenchman can enter the ser¬ 
vice of a foreign pow'er without our spe¬ 
cial permission, and except under condi¬ 
tion of returning, should we recal him 
cither by a general proclamation or a di¬ 
rect order. 

14. Those of our subjects who shall 
have obtained this permission, cannot tak‘e { 
the oaths to the power which they serve, 
without a proviso of never bearing arms 
against France, and of quitting the service, 
even without being recalled should that 
power happen to go to war with us. 

15. The permission of entering the ser- 
yice of a foreign Power shall be granted 
by letters patept, according to the forms 
presented iff Act 2d. 

16. Ihey cannot act as ministers pleni¬ 
potentiary in any treaty whese qur inle-, 
rests come into discussion. * 

17. They roust not wear a foreign cock¬ 
ade in countries in subjection to us, nor 
there appear in a foreign uniform; they 
shall be authorise^ to wear the national 
colours when in the Empire. 
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18. They may nevertheless wear the 
decorations of foreign orders, when they 
shall have received them with our, cohsent, 

19. They may not enter France but 
with our special permission. “ 

20. Frenchmen in jihe service of a for 
reign power can never be arscredited as 
Ambassadors, Ministers,.or Envoys at our 
Coort, nor received as charged with any 
kind of mission that would re]Qder it ne¬ 
cessary for them to appear before us in 
their foreign costume. 

21 . Frenclrmen entering the service of 
a Foreign Power, without our permission, 
and remaining in it after war is’declared 
between France and that Power, shall be 
considered as having borne arms against 
us. from the circumstance alone of their 
having continued to form part of a military 
corps destined to act against the Frencti 
empire or its allies. 

22. Our Ministers are charged, each in 
his own department, with the execution 
of the present degree.—(Signed) 

By the Emperor, Napoleon. 

Count Daru, Secretary of State. 

Spain. — Head Quarters at Valladolid. 

Ordinance. 

, We the Marshal of the Empire, Duke 
of Istria, Colonel General of the Imperial 
Guards, General in Chief of the Army of 
the North of Spain; 

Considering that the measures of cle¬ 
mency by which we had flattered our¬ 
selves that the people would be brought* 
back to submission, and thus avoid the 
evils produced by a more protracted re¬ 
sistance, have had no other effect but to 
increase the audacity of the insurgents 
and their partisans: 

Considering that measures of rigour 
must be so much the mere severe the 
longer they are deferred, and that- we 
have not adopted them until I we have 
been convinced that they are the sole 
means of maintaining, the tranquillity uf 
the country: 

Upon the report of the Intendant Ge¬ 
neral, We have prdered and do order as 
follows:— 1 

Art. 1. There shall be formed by the 
municipalities in the towns, and by the 
magistrates in the viliaifes, a list of all the 
individuals who ba'^e quilted their homes, 
and who do not reside in places occupied 
by French troops. (To bt continued.J 
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“ Captain Hams, of the Iris, just arrived at Liverpool, has DEPOSED, that, on the SOlh, when he 
-left Li Aon, a Telegraphic message bad been received of the defeat of the French, after two days * 
** bard fighting, with the loss of 20,0fe'0 in killed and wouiidcd.”—'Couaisa news-paper, 14thOct. 1811. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

TAbAVERA’s Wars. -Long as the peo¬ 

ple of this country have been accustomed 
to be abused with falsehoods as to these 
wars; mauirold as these falsehoods have 
been and gross and impudent as tliey have 
been in their manner and extent; still, I 
think, that the last ten days have, in this 
respect, surpassed all former periods. A 
little while ago there were published, in 
the Moniteur, two articles upon the sub¬ 
ject of the Impostor Paper, which had been 
circulated through o\^r venal prints, under 
pretence of its having been copied from 
an American news-paper, and upon the 
letters between Napoleon and bis brother 
Joseph, pretended to have been intercepted 
in Spain. In these articles the Moniteur 
goes into a description of the ways in 
which the people of England are chedfted 
and kept in ignorance by means of a ser¬ 
vile press; and, its observations were so 
cutting, liecause so true, that one might 
have hoped, that, for the future, shame 
would have had some power in restraining 
the fabricating fingers of these venal men. 
One might have hoped, that, when they 
saw proofs of the contempt, which, from 
all foreign nations, they were, by 
their miserable forgeries, daily bring¬ 
ing upon themselves and their country, 
they would hav4 desisted from the dis¬ 
graceful practice. But, nothing of this 
sort has any effect upon them. They seem 
wholly insensible to shame; an4 they still 
affect to laugh at the hood-winked state qf 
the people qf France, while they themselves 
are continually labouring to hoodwink and 
cheat the people of England, and while 
their publications arevthe scorn and con¬ 
tempt, and they themselves know thsft 
they are the scorn and contempt, of all 

Europe and all America.-This much I 

could not refrain fr<yn saying by way of 
.preface to ibe analysis that I am about to 
endeavour to give of the falshoods which 
have appeared in these prints, during the 
last ten days, upon the subjectbf the mili- 
operations of the hostile armies on 


the border of Spain and Portugal ipd'near 

the city of Rodrigo.-These ^bricalors. 

of falshoods had, for more than a month be¬ 
fore, been telling the people ofEngland, that 
our Commander had safely blockaded Ro¬ 
drigo. At one time they said he bad laid 
sijjge to it; and, at another time, they ac¬ 
tually asserted, that he had taken it. Then 
again he liad left it in his rear, and was 
upon high march towards Salamanca. 
But, the very least they taught us to ex¬ 
pect was, a blockade of llodrigo, which set 
the enemy at defiance, and which it was, 

in short, impos-sible for him to raise.- - 

At the same time, we were told, that our 
Compiandlpr was daily receiving great re¬ 
inforcements from the sea-ports; that his 
army amounted fo 4-7,000 British troops, 
5nd that the Portuguese part of the army 
(equal, it was said, in quality to pur own) 
amounted to upwards of 30,000 regulars, 
makuig an army of 77,000 exclusive ot 
thje large bodies of militia, which were 
under arms in all parts of Portugal. And. 
to this was added, that the Spaniards had 
recently gained such advantages over 
the French, that the latter, barrassed 
In all quarters, beset with enemies 
from every hill, hedge, ditch, and brake, 
and wasted exceedingly by sickness, were 
not in a state, to force their way into Rod¬ 
rigo ; and that, therefore, in a short time, 
without any loss of lives, that important; 
city and fortress must fall into our hands. 

-Having thus prepared the public to 

expect llic fall of this place sooner or later 
during the campaign; having made such 
representation as, if believed, must tie- 
ecssipily lead the public to rely upon the 
capiure»of one of the most important for¬ 
tresses in the Peninsula, and having, in¬ 
deed, so represented the state of the hoi^* 

I tile armies, that every one who credited 
th*e representation must have been in daily 
hopes of hearing of some ^reat achieve¬ 
ment, and, if a battle did take place, must 
have made sure of dtcisire victor^'; hav-* 
ing thus stuffed the heads ** 

" tl{mkmg people of all Europe/' in .a pre* 
paratofy way, there rcmainetPnpthpg bu* 
R * 
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to come .to the acc6i]Qt of t|pe ftromiaed 
and expected Tictories, and, in doing this, 

very little time was lost-On the 10th 

in8taiit„the important news was announced 
to the public, through the channel of the 
news'papers, but especially the Courier, 

in the following words:-“ Intelligence 

" of the highm importance, has been bronght 
*' to Liverpool by a vessel from Oporto. 
“ Xhe following is the account from Li- 
“ verj^ool: “ “ Liverpool, October 8. The 
« '* Bripi, Ward, is arrived at Hoylake 
" " from Oporto, sailed from thence the 
«" 2d instant; reports that an account 
" " was received there just as they sailed, 
“ “ that a general engagement had taken 
" " place on the 25th or 26th September, 
“ " between the British army under Lord 
“ <« Wellington, and the Frenclt army, in 
“ " wliich the latter were defeated with 
“ *' great loss, and was driven six leagues 
" ‘I beyond Ciudad Rodrigo.”-—In addi* 
" tion to ihft above letter w^e have received 
*' the following from the respectable Pro- 
“ prietor of the Liverpool Advertiser: 
••"'Liverpool, October S. SiR; The brig 
“ •• Briton, Captain Ward, has just arriv- 
“ ” ed here, in five days from Oporto, 
" •• bringing a Mr. James Welsh, of this 
"♦‘town, passenger, who gives the Ibl- 
" “ lowing account, which he received 
" " from Colonel Fagan, who obtained it 
" " from Colonel Trnnt, Governor of riiat 
" " place: Lord Wellington has had a bat- 
" " tie with the French, and has killed and 
" " taken prisoners 20,000 of the enemy. 
" " The battle was fought five days before 
" " about six leagues from Ciudad Rod- 
•• " rigo. Captain Ward further says that 
" " the account came to Oporto on Thurs-* 
*' •• day morning last, just before he sailed, 
" and was fully believed by the inha- 
" " bitants there, who were rejoicing on the 
•• •• occasion. I think the account will 
"" prove true, though possibly not to 
"" the extent. I am, Gentlemen, yours, 

&c. Thomas Billinge.” _This 

W'as the first publ^ication upon the subject. 
The Courier adds'a paragraph of its* own, 
in which the truth ot the news is insisted 
upon. Truth! why, after sucUsolemnity 
of statement, who, that did not know these 
people, could have wanted any thing in 

confirmation of what had been said ?-_ 

On, the neVt day. the Uth instant, the 
former accounts were backed up by the 

following:-“ ••'’Liverpool, October 9 

« « DlffEAT OF MASMONT_^The 

“ " Briton, Ward, arrived here yesterday 
froni Oporto in six day», Mr. Welsh, 


" " a pMsenger, has favonred us with the' 

*' following grateful information, which 
" " was communicated to him by Colonel 
*•" Fagan, on the authority of Colonel 
" " Trant, governor of the place. On the 
" " 25th ult.6ix leagues from Ciudad Hod- 
" " rigo. Lord Wellington dented the 
" *• French army under Marjpaontand kiil- 
" " ed and took prisoners 20,000 men.”—— 
This was accompanied with a column and 
a half of observations in the Courier, the 
jet of which was, that the news was likely 
to lie true. Every thing was here said that 
the writer could think of calculated to 
make the public believe the news to be 
true. He went into reasoning to show 
that, if the French advanced for the re¬ 
lief of Rodrigo, it was not only reasonable 
to suppose that a battle must take place, 
but, that it would be his duty to fight them 
ill opposition to such an enterprize. This 
was actijig nfriendly part towards him with 
a vengeance! The passage I allude to 

was in these words :•- •’ Taking all these 

"circumstances into our consideration; 

" hearing, from previous accounts, that 
" Marmont was on the advance, and a 
" convoy coming from Salamanca; hav- 
" ing no reason to believe that Lord Welling- 
•• (on had INVESTED Ciudad Rodrigo 
•• MERELY TO RETIRE THE MO- 
"MENT MARMONT ADVANCED; 

" an advance which it was of NO USE 
" TO PRODUCE IF WE DID NOT 
" FIGHT HIM; finding from reports at 
" Lisbon that a battle was expected; and < 
" last of all receiving from Oporto an ac- 
" count that a battle had been fought, and 
" that accounts brought by the Captain 
" of a British vessel, and by a passenger 
" in that vessel, an inhabitant of Liver- 
" pool, who SOLEMNLY DECLARES, 
"that he had it FROM A BRITISH 
" OFFICER, WHOSE VERACITY IT 
"WERE IMPOSSIBLE TO QUES- 
" TION; taking all these circumstances 
" into consideration, we have no doubt that 
•• the intelligence is correct The statement 
" of the enemy’s loss may be exaggerat* 
"cd ; the account may not be correct to 
" the extent, but 'that a h&ttle has been 
" fought, and our arms been successful, 

" we repeat, we have no doubt.”——This 
was not only inculcating a belief in the 
news; but, in his eagerness to inculcate 
such belief, the writer reasons in a wajr 
completely to commit, as far as he is able, 
the reputation of the General, whose 
praises it is his main object to sing forth 
in Uie proatuigation of this iiaws.-^Oji 
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the 12th instant, the aame paper gave the 
public the following additional assurance: 

--«‘ SECOND EDITION. Courier Of- 

four o’clock, A gentleman HIGH 
" IN OFFICE, has received from one 
•* of the frat M^chanta of Liverpool, a 
*' letter 8f which the folluw'ing is the sub- 
“ stance : That he sincerely congratulated 
“him on tlie n'fews from Oporto; that 
“ he di<i not give implicit credit to it in the 
**frst instance ; biit that be had since seen 
“ the Captain of the vessel, who had as- 
“ aured him that he was AUTHORISED 
« BY THE BRITISH CONSUL AT 
«' OPORTO TO USE HIS NAME, and 
“ to state that the intelligence of Lord 
“Wellington’s Victor}' came from him.” 
“ The conclusion of the Letter is the most 
“ important. “ And l have now to add, 
“THAT A FRESH ARRIVAL, THIS 
« MOMENT, BRINGS A CONFIRMA- 
“TION OF THE INTELUGENCE.” 
■-' — ■After this it would have seemed to be 
a complete proof not only of Jacobinism, 
but of timon, to doubt. Yet, as if this 
were not enough, the same writer, having 
had the Sabbath to repose and to reflect 
on his moral duties, came out with the fol¬ 
lowing :- “ We had hoped in this day’s 

" Paper to have been able to have c^m- 
" municatcd oflicial intelligence from Por- 
“ tugal, confirming the accounts brought 
“ to Liverpool. But no dispatches have 
“ yet been received, nor any later ac- 
“ counts either from Oporto or Lisbon, 
than those we *inserled on Saturday. 
** There i^ however another vessel, the Iris, 
“ arrived at Liverpool, from Lisbon, the 
“ Captain of which, whose name is Harris, 
*' has DEPOSED, that on the 30th, w hen 
“ he left the Portuguese Capital, a tele- 
" graphic message Jiad been received of the 
“ defeat cf the French after two days hard 
“ fighting with the loss of 20,000 men in killed 
“ and wounded, and 3,000 on the aide of the 
«• allies.” - So it was with Peter. Hav¬ 

ing told a lie, and being closely taxed and 
in danger of detection, “ he began to curse 
and to suxar, saying, I know not the 
** man: and, instantly the cock ere*.’* 
And, so it v^s here ; for scarcely had 
Captain Harris’s deposition ^ot forth, when 
out came the official intelligence, telling 
us, that the French had advanced, bad re- 
lieved Rodrigo, and hfad compelled our army 
to retreat, with some loss; instead of our 
having fought the army for two days, 
•ompletely defeated him, l^illing and 

wounding 20,000 of his army.-Now, 1 

tht reader, whetbtr any thing more 

j 


disgraceful than this‘conduct in our press 
was ever 5eard of in the world ? It was 
not the Courier only, but the Sun, the 
Morning Post, and all the prints of that 
description, making, at least, four fifths o& 
the daily London Papers. And this is 
what they call serving the cause, is it ? .This 
is ifie way for a writer to give proof of his 
loyalty f It is truly an infamy on the 
nation. What must foreigners think pf a 
country where such publications are tole¬ 
rated and encouraged ? What must they 
think of our morals, our taste, and our un¬ 
derstandings ? For my part, 1 have loi^ 
thought and often said, that a ’press, con¬ 
ducted as ours is, is the greatest scourge a 
nation can endure- The taste of the people 
becomes vitiated through it; the public 
mind is debauched; and, at last, there 
grows up a love for lies, while truth is coarse¬ 
ness and libelling .——Having pointed out 
these shameful publications to the indigna¬ 
tion of those 4vho retain a hatred of fals- 
hood, and which 1 thought it absolutely 
necessary to do, let us now take a look at 
the real iittelligence, as contained ill the 
Gazette, which, I shall publish at full 
length in my next.—The Dispatches of 
Lord Talavera are dated from the places 
farther in the rear than the position which 
be liwld at the date of his former Dis¬ 
patches. It appears that the French, per¬ 
ceiving that he had invested Rodrigo, and 
wishing to throw into it supplies, marched 
against him and compelled him to retreat, 
while they efl’ecled their object of reliev¬ 
ing Rodrigo; and that, having done this, 
they again distributed their army in nearly 
the same way in which it was distributed 

before.-^This appears to be the true, not 

the venal, not the lying, not the hireling, 
history ofthe'transaction. The dispatch of 
the viscount gives a pretty minute, though 
not a very clear, account of the different 
movements and rencontres, none of which 
seem to have been of much importance : 
mere skirmishes between an army whose 
object was to retreat unbroken and one 
who does not appear to have been very 
desirous of a battle, though superior in 
numbers.*—But, the closing paragraph 
of the dispatch ought to be read atten¬ 
tively; because it not only states the rea¬ 
sons for our retreating, but^also glances at the 
utility of our having invested itodrigo. This 
■ is very material iude|d; and, in fact, it is 
all that is of much consequence in th« 
dispatch. Let us, therefore, take th« 
words The enemy having coltectod 

“ for tl|^si object of relieving Ciudnd 
B 2 > 
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•• drigo« the army of the North which 
•• were withdrawn fcQin the attack which 
«they commenced on General Abadia, 
in Gallicia, in which are included 22 
battalions of the Imperial Guard, and 
General Souham’s division of Infantry# 

*' composed of troops recently arrived in 
“ Spain from the army of Naples, and 
“ now drawn from the frontiers of Na- 
“ varre, where they had been empleyed in ope- 
“ rafjons against Mina, together with five 
“ divisions, and all the cavalry of the 
*’ army called of Potlogal, composing al- 
«' together an army of not less than sixty 
••tihousemd^mm, of which six thousand 
“ were cavalry and 125 pieces of artillery; 

•’ I could not pretend to maintain the 
“ blockade of Ciudad Rodrigb, nor could 
« my efforts tchich I could make, prevent, or 
•• materially impede the collection qf tlte sup- 
<* plies, or the march qf the convoy for the re- 
*' li^ of that place. I did alt that I cotdd 
»' expect to ^ct without incunring the risk of 
<• great loss for NO OBJECT, and as 'he 
“reports, as usual, were so various in re- 
“ gard to the enemy's real strength, it 
was necessary that I should see their 
“ army.’*- —The Morning Chronicle finds 
faultof the oiscarzVy of this passage, and cer¬ 
tainly it is less clear tlian the importance of 
the subject rendered desirable. The^first 
part, however, of it leaves us to injer, that the 
French armies were drawn away fromth^ir 
hostilities against the Spaniards by our in¬ 
vesting of Rodrigo ; and that, therefore, 
we are to look upon that as the price of 
the efforts before Rodrigo. Then, when 
those armies were so drawn away, there 
was no longer any object in investing Ro¬ 
drigo. If this be not the meaning of the 
passage, 1 must confess that I am unable to 
dii^e into it, and shall le^vc it to be got at 
by some of those who have had “,the ad- 
“ vantage of a liberal education,” and who, 
of course con repeat fifty or sixty words 
of Latin and Greek as glibly as any magpie 
or parrot in the United kingdom.——The 
Cofl rier, however, as we have seen, in the, 
above extracts, has* taken care to shut the 
door, as far as it is able, against ev6ry rea¬ 
son for not fgluing upon this pccasion. 
« Having,” says he, “ no reason to be- 
li^ve that Lord Wellington had invested 
« Rodrigo merely to retire the momait Mar- 
“ mont advanced, An advance which u was 
••no use to produce if we did not fght him, 
•• we have no doubt that a battle has been 
“ foughf."——What a slap in the face was 
here ! What a salutation from a friend! 1 
iMTe mure than once observed bow upforta- 
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natelord Talavera is in bis literary friends ^ 
and, if we wanted a complete proof 
of it here it is. It must be a reputa¬ 
tion like that of a Marlborough or a 
poleon to withstand tfie efforts of friend¬ 
ship like this.——-And so, Mr.^Courier, 
you could see “ no reaso'h to believe that 
“ Lord Wellington had invested Rodrigo 
" merely to retire the mojhent 'Marmont ad-! 

“ vanced and you could see “ no use ia 
“producing the aavance if wc did not fight 

••him!” -Come, now, do not eat your 

words. Stand to this. You have said it, 
and that, too, within these seven days; 
therefore, stand to it. It is now youc 
affair; and Heave it to you, with ibis in 
your ear: that before you laugh at any 
act imputed to a general whom you are 
incessantly extolling, take care, anoihcr 
lime, to ascertain that he fias not com¬ 
mitted that very act.-It was truly 

amusing to observe the Courier, when, on 
Wednesday night, it brought out the ofti- 
cial dispatch, annoui^ing that that very 
thing which he had ridiculed upon a sup¬ 
position that it could not have taken place, 
really had taken place; it vvas truly 
I curious to observe his change of manner 
and of tone. Only the day before, when 
be was tooling forth the letter of the man 
•• high in ofike-” the “solemn declaration” 
of one British Captain, and the “ deposition” 
of another, h*^sas all life and talk : but, 
now, out he comes, dull as a clod; his 
long ears, that were, the day before, 
pricked up like a brace pf bayonets, now. 
flap his jowls ; and, instead of the inces¬ 
sant noise which we heard from him be¬ 
fore, he, with .seeming difliculty, faintly 
•brays out this laconic introduction to the 

official dispatch :-“ Lord Wellington 

“ retired to Sabugal after one or wo smart 
.skirmishc.s. The following supplement 
“ to last night's gazette was published ibis 
“ morning.”——And not another word! 
Well; it is a symptom that there are some 
small remains of shame. The Sun and 
the Morning Post have no scruple to 
come round, smack, at once, and to com¬ 
mend as a proof of the greatest skill and 
courage, that which they but^the very day 
b*efore IcwgAcd ct, when they had no idea 
that it had taken place. The Courier is 
not quite so bad as these ; and, though I 
dare say be will noiu Ue able to find out a 
reason, and a very good reason “ tor invest- 
“ ing Rodrigo merely to retire the moment 
“Marmont advanced;” though I dare 
say he will 'now find out that there was 
great “ lUUity io producing the advance 
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“ if we did not mean to fight;” though I 
dare say he will now lose no time in making 
these discoveries ; sljil, he has taken one 
dtiyA .0 do it in, and, considering wiio and 
what he is, that is more than was to be 
, expected ; and I iieg leave to point it out 
to ilie leader as something worthy not 

only ofnotit^ but of commendation.- 

Leaving Lord Talavera’s •• friends” to 
settle tunongst themselves these ques¬ 
tions as to the reasons for “ inveuin" I’od# 

“ rigo and retiring the moment tlica Marmont 
“ advanced" and the “ utility of produc- 
ing that advance without fighting*' when 
it was produced, let us now look a little at 
what he himself says about the relative 
force of the armies. And here vve sec a 
striking instance of what it is to be cursed 
witii fools and parasites for partizans. He I 
says, that the enemy had a force of 
<iO,OOO men, 6,000 of whom were cavalry, 
and that the enemy had an artillery of 
125 pieces brought into the field. He 
says, that he was unable to meet this force 
without " incurring the risk of great loss." 
Very well; and I dare say that this was 
the case, though he does not give a state¬ 
ment of his own numbers. But, how 
does this square with the representations 
of those writers in England, who have«set 
themselves up as his “friends ?” They 
liave told us, v/ithin the.?e fifteen days, 
that he bad, uniler his immediate com¬ 
mand, 47,000 British Troops; and we see 
that he has many corps of Portuguese. 

• Now, this is so neaely to the amount of the 
force of ilje enemy, that the people of 
England, had, under this representation, a 
fair claim to a battle, and even a success¬ 
ful battle upon the advance of the French 
with an army of 60,000 men; because 
our Commander had the great advantage 
of having chosen his position, having en> ‘ 
trenched his ground, and having had time i 
to provide every thing for the occasion ; 
and we were told, through his “ friends” 
of the press, how well he was supplied 
with cannon, ammunition, provisions, and 
stores of all sorts. But, if he had r\t\ 
such force as 47,000 Qiitish Troops be¬ 
sides large bodies of Portuguese; then 
the case is wholly altered; and, my 
real belief is, that be had not mucli 
more than haff that number of effective 
men ; though we havl been so often told 
to the' contrary, and though my belief 
is, that, as to the Portuguese, he has 
not, to bring into the field, 10,000 
men. If this be so, then, how was he 
to face 60,000 men, and jdeBciplihed troops, 


too, commanded by*tl4e most experienced 
and intrepid generals that Europe ever 
.saw ? Aye, but thi.s defence of his conduct 
cannot be made by the venal writers, wfaA 
call themselves his “ friendsior they * 
have .said, that he Ivad 47,000 Bi iiish troops 
boe^des many thousands of Portuguese 
equal in valour and di.scipline to Brilisli 
Troops, and, in so .saying, they have con¬ 
demned him bc’forciiand. • 

Owing to a mistake in estimatir^ the 
space, we are obliged lb leave out mutter and 
break off thus abruptly. 

• . • • 

Spanish Constitution. —^—The plan of 
the New Spanish Cbusiitution 1 have in- 
sehed entire in this Number to the exclu¬ 
sion of some other matter that I very much 
wished to insert; bnt, it vv is desirable to 
have the whole of this imporiant document 
in an undivided state. 1 request the 
reader’s particular ntientlon to it. 1 shsiil 
hereafter have to oiler .some observations 
on it; but, in the nipanvvbile, 1 beg the 
reader to notice the principle upon vvhich 
it sets oaf, a principle, for inculcating 
which in the shape of a toast, the Duke of 
Norfolk has reason to remember. The 
provisions also fur the election of the 
Cortes; the right of suffrage, and many 
othewpoints deserve particular attention ; 
but, 1 have no room for any thing more at 
present. 

W«. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate. Friday, 

] Sth October, 1S1). 

OFFICIAL PAPEPiS. 

SPANISH CONSTITUTION. 

Pllm of a Political Constitution for the 
Spanish 31onarchy,, presented to the Ge¬ 
neral Mmd Extraordinary Cartas, by their 
Constitutional Committee. 

Intuoduction.— In the name of Al¬ 
mighty God,Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
the Author and Supreme Legislator of Sh- 
dicty.—The general and extraordinary 
Cortes o£ the Spanish Nation, convinced, 
after the most minute examination and 
mature deliberation, that the ancient fun¬ 
damental laws of this Monarchy, accom- 
paitied with suitable provisions, to resume 
their regular and permanent execution, 
are adequate to accomplish the great ob¬ 
ject of promoting the glory, prosperity, 
and welfare of the whole nation, dberee 
the following Political Constitution, for 
: the good government and right adK.uiis- 
tratiou of the State. 



4&n POLITICAL BEGISTER.-.<)^?CMfPape«. [4»a 


TITLE 1.— Of the‘Spanish Nation, and 
OF Spamiauds. * 

Chapter Of the Spanish Nation. 

Art. 1. The Spanish Nation is formed 
by the union of all Spaniards in both he¬ 
mispheres. 

2. The Spanish Nation is free and in¬ 
dependent, and neither is nor can be the 
patrimony of any family or individual. 

3. The Sovereignty resides essentially 
in the nation, and to the same belongs ex¬ 
clusively the right <of establishing funda¬ 
mental laws, and of appointing the most 
jMiitable form of government. 

4. The end of Government is the hap¬ 
piness of the nation, since the object^ of 
political society can be no other than the 
welfare of the inhabitants of whom it is 
composed. 

5. The nation is obliged to preserve, 
and to protect, by wise and just laws, the 
civil liberty, the property, and the other 
legitimate rights of all individuals who can 
claim it. 

• Chapter II.— Of Spaniards., 

C. Spaniards are, 1st, All men born free, 
or made free, in all the dominions of Spttjn, 
and their sons.—2d, Strangers who have 
obtained letters of naturalization from the 
Cortes.—3d, Those who, without, these 
letters, have lived ten years in a state of 
freedom, according to law, in any town of 
the Monarchy.—4th, The sons of each of 
these clas.ses, burn in the Spanish territo¬ 
ries, and who exercise any trade in the 
place of their residence.—5lh, Freed men, 
who have acquired their freedom in Spain. 

7. The love of their countiy is a prin¬ 

cipal obligation on all Spaniards, as well 
as justice and benevolence among each 
other. • 

8. Every Spaniard is bound to be faith¬ 
ful to the Constitution, to obey the laws, 
and to respect the established authorities. 

9. Every Spaniard is'also obliged, wiih- 

Qut a distinction, to coniribuie, in propor¬ 
tion to his means, to the expcnces of the 
State. * < 

10. Every Spaniard is also obliged to' 
defend bis country by arms, }vhen he is 
called upon by the laW. 

TITLE II. — Of the Territory of SPajn, 

HER REfclGItoN, AND GOVERNMENT, AND 

OF Spanish Citizens. 

Chapter I.-^lfihs Territory qf Spain. 

11. The SpanisfoTerritory comprehends, 
in the Peninsula, with its dependencies, 
and the islands adjacent, Arragpn, Astu¬ 


rias, Old Castile, New Castile, Catalonia, 
CordoT&, Estremadura, Galicia, Grenada, 
Jaen, Leon, Murcia, Navarre, the Vascon- 
gada iVIermees, Seville and Valencia ; the 
Balearic and Canary Islands. In North 
America, New Spain, with New Galicia, 
Guatimala, the internal* Provincas of the 
East, the internal Provinces of the West, 
Island of Cuba, with theftwoTloridas; the 
Spanish part of the Island of St. Iloiningo,' 
and the Island of Porto Rico, with me 
others adjacent to those, and to the con¬ 
tinent in both seas, in Sooth America, 
New Grenada, Venezuela, Peru, Chili, 

• he Provinces of the Rio de la Plata, and 
all the adjacent Islands in the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans. Ih Asia, the Pbillipine 
Islands, and their dependencies. 

12. A more convenient division of the 
Spanish territories shall be established by 
a constitutional law, as soon as political 
circumstances will permit. . 

Chapter II. —Of Religion. 

13. The Spanish'Nation professes the 
Catholic, Apostolic, Roman, only true 
Religion, to the exclusion of all others. 

Chapter III.— Of the Government. 

14. The Government of the Spanish Na¬ 
tion is a limited hereditary Monarchy. 

15. The power of making laws resides 
in the Cortes jointly with the King. 

16. The power of executing the laws 
resides in the King. 

-17. The power of applying the laws to 
civil and criminal cases, resides in the tri¬ 
bunals established by law. 

Chapter IV —Of Spanish Citizens. 

18. Spanish Citizens are those who de¬ 
rive their origins, in both lines, from the 
Spanish dominions of both hemispheres, 
and who have acquireVl their freedom in 
any place within the same dominjons. 

i 9. He is also a Citizen who, enjoying 
already the lights of a Spaniard, .shall ob¬ 
tain from the Cortes the real letters of Citi¬ 
zenship. 

20. For a Foreigner to obtain these let¬ 
ters from the Cortes, he must be married 
to a Spanish wonSan, or have introduced 
and established in Spain some useful dis¬ 
covery, or branch of industry, or acquired 
property which pays a direct contribution, 
or established himself in business with a 
considerable capital, in the opinion of the 
Cortes. 

21. The legitimate sons of foreigners 
domiciliated in Spain, are also Citizens, 
who, having been born in the Spanish di- 

t 
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minioat, hare never left them without the 
permissioo of Government; and Jiaving 
attained the age of 21 years complete, 
have acquired the right ot Citizen in some 
place of the same domitiions, by exercis¬ 
ing in it some profession, office, or useful 
art. , » 

22. For tliose Spaniards who, by either 
aide, derive their descent from Africa, the 
path of virtue and desert lies open, by 
which tli^y may acquire the rights of Citi¬ 
zens. In consequence of this, the Cortes 
are empowered to grant letters of Citizen- 
■hip to those who have rendered eminent 
services to their country, or have distin¬ 
guished themselves by their talents and 
good conduct; but upon this condition, 
with respect to these last, that they are 
born in lawful wedlock of free fathers ; 
that they are themselves married to a free 
woman, and acquired the rights of Citi¬ 
zenship in the dominions of Spain ; that 
they exercise some profession, office, or 
useful art, with means sufficient to support 
their family, and to give a good education 
to their children. 

23. None but Citizens can hold cure 
employments, or chuse others to hll them, 
in cases specified by the law. 

24. The privilege of a Spanish Citizen 

is lost: • 

1st. By acquiring naturalization in a 
foreign countiy. 

2d. By accepting an employment 
pnder another Government. 

3d. By a sentence imposing ignomi¬ 
nious or infamous*()unishment, should it 
not be afiarwards repealed. 

4th. By having lived ten successive 
years out of the Spanish territories, with¬ 
out a commission, or permission from the 
Government. 

25. The exercise of the same rights is 
suspended: 

1st. In virtue of a judicial interdiction, 
by reason of phrensy or madness. 

2d. By being in a state of insolvency, 
or in debt to the public revenues. 

3d. By receiving wages as a servant. 

4th. By having no employment, or li-, 
sible means of procuring a livelihood. 

5th. By being involved in a criminal* 
process. 

Otb. From the yaa ISOO all those who 
enter anew upon the rights of Citizens 
must learn to read and write. 

26. The rights of Citizenship can be lost 
or suspended only by the reasons specified 
in the two preceding articles, and by no 
ethar. 


TITLE III.— Of the Gobtes. 
Chapter I.—Of the mamer of forming the 
Cortes. 

27. The Cortes are formed by the union 
of all the Deputies who represent the na¬ 
tion, named by the citizens alter the Ibrin 
preiicribed. 

28. The basis of national represei\tation 
is the same in both hemispheres. 

29. This basis is composed of the popu¬ 
lation of inhabitants, who, in both lines, 
are natives of the Spapish dominions, and 
of those who have obtained from the 
Cortes letters of citizonship, as^lSo thos# 
comprehended in Article 21. 

30. To com pute the population of the Eu¬ 
ropean dominions, the last Census of 1797 
shall be had recourse to, till another can 
be taken, and a corresponding one shall 
be formed, to ascertain the population of 
the provinces beyond the seas. 

31. For every 70,000 souls of a popu¬ 
lation, composed as is stated in the 23d 
Article, one shall be deputed to the Cortes. 

The population being distributed over 
the dtil'crent provinces, if in any there 
should be an excess of more than 35,000, 
one Deputy more shall be elected, as if 
the number amounted to 70,000; but if 
the surplus should not exceed 35,0bo, this 
is noVto take place. If the population of 
any province should not amount to 70,000 
sodls, it shall be joined to the rest, in 
order to complete the number requisite 
for the nomination of a Deputy. The 
island of St. Domingo to be excepted, 
which is to send a Deputy, though the po¬ 
pulation should not amount to the number 
required. 

Chapter II .—Of the number of the Deputies 
, to the Cortes. 

34. For -the election of Deputies to the 
Cortes, Electoral Juntas shall be held 
throughout the difierent parishes of the 
different provinces. 

Chapter 111 .—Cf the deetoral parish Juntqf. 
* 35. The Electoral Parochial Juntas, 
shall LeA:oraposed of all the free citizens 
and residents in the bounds of the. respec¬ 
tive parish, among whom the secular ec¬ 
clesiastics are to be comprehended. 

36. Those Juntas shall be held always 

in the Peninsula, the islaitds syid territories 
adjacent, the first Sunday of the month of 
Uctoberof the year preceding the holding 
of the Cortes. • 

37. In the provinces beyond sea, they 
shall b« held the first Sunday of the 
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tnontb of December,‘five monifas prior to 
the meeting of the Cortes, it b^ng under¬ 
stood that in both cases previous notice 
shall be given by the Magistrates. 

, The remaining articles of this chapter, 
to the 58th inclusive, prescribe the mode 
of choosing the Parochial Electors,, of 
whom one is elected for every 200 hodse- 
holderSk—^The Parochial Junta in the first 
place elects Cotnpromissarios ^rbiters), 
w’ho'in their turn choose the Parochial 
Electors.—If the population of the parish 
require one ParocKal Elector, eleven 
Cornpromissarios must be previously chosen, 
iuTordcr tltat they ifiay nominate him.— 
If the population rqquire two Electors, the 
number of Cornpromissarios must be twenty- 
one, and so on—^'fhe Cornpromissarios are 
chosen by each householder going up to 
the table at which the President and Se¬ 
cretaries of the Junta are placed, and de¬ 
claring the names of the persons for w hnni 
lie votes, which are taken- down by the 
Secretaries. Those who obtain the ma¬ 
jority of voles are immediately proclaimed 
Cornpromissarios—on hearing the Pr/)cla- 
juatioii they withdraw, before the Junta 
breaks up, to. another apartment, and 
choose by a majority of votes the Elector 
or Electors. No Citizen is permitted to 
excuse h-mself from these duties. The 
qualiCcations for a Parochial Elector are 
the being a Citizen, above 25 years of age, 
a householder and resident in the pari.sh, 
married or a widow. Before the proceed¬ 
ings of the election commence, mass is 
celebrated iu the Parish Church, and at 
the conclusion of the business, Te Deum is 
chanted. [No person must appear at the 
Election armed.] 

Chapter IV. — Of the District Electoral 
Juntas. * 

59. The Electoral Juntas of ?)istricls 
shall be composed of tlic Parocliial Elec¬ 
tors, who shall assemble in the chief place 
of each district, in order to nominate the 
Elector or Electors, Who shall repair to the 
capital of the province, iaorder to choose*' 
the Deputies to theCorte.s. , 

The succeeding articles of this Chapter, 
to No. 77, prescribe the duties and legu- 
Jatioxis o.f these Juntas.—The number of 
DistrieJ Electors must be ti ipie tjie num¬ 
ber of Deputes to be elected.—They are 
chosen by ballot.—The qualificatioris are 
citizeiisbip^25 yeaue of age—a house¬ 
holder resident in the district, cither in the 
secular or ecclesiastic state, 

Chapier V.—tijf the I*rteincM Metioiral 
Juntas. 


78. The Electoral Juflthi hf the Pro* 
vinceS, cohsisting of the Electors of iheil' 
Districts, shall assemble in the Capital, 
in order to choose the necessary number oF 
Deputies to be sedt to the Cortes, as 'Re¬ 
presentatives of the nation. 

According to the following «articles, 
&c. five Electors ebuse one Deputy by 
ballot.—The sup/entus (substifiites for the 
Deputies] are chosen in the same hianner. 
The number of suplentas for ea‘ch Pro¬ 
vince, is one-third of the number of its 
Deputies. The qualifications of a Deputy 
of the Cortes, are the full possession ot the 
rightsof Citizenship, the age of 25 ycaw, 
to be a native of the Province, or domici¬ 
liated in it by a residence of seven years. 
The Deputy may be called a seculSr or 
lay person. A ceitain income is also to 
be neces.sary, but that is to be fixed here¬ 
after by the Cortes.—The Secretaries aftd 
Councillors of State, and persons em¬ 
ployed in the Royal Houseiiold, cannot 
be members of the Cojrte.s,—All foreigners, 
even though naturalized, are excluded.^-^ 
No person having an employment under 
the Government, can be elected fora pro¬ 
vince in which he e.xcrcises his office. 

Chapter \l.—Of the Meeting of the Cortes. 

li)4. The Cortes shall meet every year 
in the capital of the kingdom. 

105. When the Cortes find it convenient 
to remove to another place, they have 
the power to do so, provided the distance 
be not more than twelve leagues from the 
capital, and that two thirds of the De- 
’puties present consent to the removal. 

106 . The Sittings of the Cortes each 
. year shall last for three months succes¬ 
sively, commencing the first day of the 
month of March. 

107. The Cortes may prolong their 
Session for another month only in two 
cases:—1st. At the request of the King; 
2dly. If the Cortes think it necessary, 
by a resolution of two-thirds of the De¬ 
puties, approved by the King. 

108. The Deputies shall be re-elcCted 
t'very two yeai's. 

J 09. If war, or *lhe pos^ssion of any 
part of the k'mgdoTn by the'enemy, iffittll 
prevt iuall or any of the Deputies of one 
or more provinces from being preaetnl: at 
the time, the defect shall be supplied by 
the former Deputies of the respeOtive pfb- 
vihfccs casting lota among themselfes, till 
the proper number be completed. 

,110. Th% Deputiets to the Cortiss may 
be re-chosen repeatedly, bat without being 
obliged to a-cppt of the trust. 
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111 . When the Deputies arrive at the 
capital, they shall present themselves be* 
lote the Permanent Deputation of the 
Cortes^ which shall cause their numbers, 
and that of the province that elected them, 
to be inscribed in a register in the Secre* 
tary’s Offiqp of the Cortes. 

112. In the year when the Deputies are 
to be re-elected, orikthe 15th of February, 
the primary Junta shall be held with open 
doors, the*Fresi(len.t being one of the per¬ 
manent Deputation, and the others belong¬ 
ing to it, acting the part of Secretaries, 
and Registrars. 

113. In this first Junta all the Deputies 
shall products their powers, and two com-' 
missions shall be appointed by a majority 
of votes: one consisting of five persons, 
to examine the powers of all the Deputies; 
and (be other of three, to examine those 
of the Commission of five. 

114-. On the20lh of the same February, 
the 2d preparatory Junta shall be held 
also with open doors,^in which the two 
Commissions shall give information re¬ 
specting the legality of the powers, having 
presented copies of the acts of the pro¬ 
vincial elections. 

115. In this‘Junta, and in the others 
which may be necessary until the 25tb, 
the doubts which may arise respecting the 
legality of the pow'crs, and the qualifica¬ 
tions of the Deputies, shall be settled de¬ 
finitively by a majority of votes. 

110 . In the year following that of the 
^ re-election of the Deputies, the first pre¬ 
paratory Junta shalf be held on the 20;h 
of February', and until the 25th, such as 
may be deemed necessary to determine in 
the manner and form expressed in tlie 
three preceding articles, the legality of 
the powers of the Deputies that may have 
been Iasi presented. 

117. Every yc:ir, on the 25th of Fe¬ 
bruary, the last Preparatorj'^ JunUi shall 
be held, in which all the Deputies, laying 
their hands on ilie Holy Evangelists, 
sliall take the following oath ;— 

Do you swear to defimd and pursue the 
Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Religion, aucU 
to admit no other into the kingdom ? A. 
I swear.—Do you sivear to persevere, anti* 
cause to be pursued religiously, the Con¬ 
stitution of the Spanish Monarchy, sanc¬ 
tioned by the Geoeraj and Extraordinary 

Estates of the Nation, in the year of- 

A. 1 swear.—Do you swear faithfully to 
discharge the trust which the nation has 
reposed in you, having respect in every 
thing to the welfare and prosperity of the 


nation? I swear.—If you act thii, liiajr 
God reward j;ou, and if not, may hit de¬ 
mand it at your bands. 

118. Su!)seqaently they shall proceed 
to elect from among the same Deputies, 
by a secret scrutiny, and a simple majority 
of votes, a President,, a Vice-President 
and fpur Secretaries, when the Cortes shall 
be regarded as formed, and six constituted, 
and all the functions of the permanent 
deputation shall cease. • 

119' Onthesame day a deputation of 
22 members, and two of Secretaries, shall 
be nominated, to inform the King of the 
Cortes being constituted, and of .the Pre-> 
sident wboin they have chosen, tliat he 
may signify if he will assist at the opening 
the Cortes, which shall take place on thC 
1st of March. 

120. If the King be out of the capital, 
this communication shall be made in writ¬ 
ing, and the King shall return an answer 
in the same manner. 

121. The King shall assist in* person at 
the opening of the Cortes, and if any im¬ 
pediment should arise, the President shall 
do it dn tlte day appointed, as on no*ac- 
count can this be postponed. The same' 
formalities .shall be observed at closing the 
Session of the Cortes. 

122. The King shall enter the hall of 
the Cdrtes without a guard, and only ac¬ 
companied by those persons specified in 
the* ceremonial for the entrance and de¬ 
parture of the King, as is presented in the 
regulations for the internal Government 
of the Cortes, 

123. The King shall make a speech, in 
which he shall propose to the Cortes what 
may appear to him proper, and the Presi¬ 
dent shall reply to him in general terms. 
If the King be not present, he shall send 
his speech lo*ihe President,'that the Pre¬ 
sident mdy read it to the Cortes. 

124-. The Cones cannot deliberate in 
presence of the King. 

125. As little can they deliberate when 
the Secretaries of Dispatches are present, 
so majie any proposals in the name of the 
King. • • 

12 (}. The Sittings of the Cortes shall 'be 
public, and only in tlie case of some ex¬ 
traordinary' circuntstatices, tliat imposes 
reserve, -sliall there be a secret sitting. 

127. In the discusb'ions o^ the Cortes, 
and in all that relates to its governnienl 
and irtlemal arrangements, the regulatihttt 
which the General Extraoidinary«Cortes 
hate formed shall be observed, without 
prejudice to such relbrms as saccewiilti|p.. 
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Cortes may Uimk it expedient to introduce. 

128. The Deputilbs shall be inviolable 
as far as regards their opinions, and at no 
time, in no event, and by no authority, 
can they be called to account for them. 
In criminal actions which may be brought 
against them, they can only be judged b)' 
the tribunal of the Cortes, in the ro|nner 
and form prescribed for the regulation of 
its internal government. During the sitt* 
ing of the Cortes, and for a month after, 
the Deputies cannot be arrested for debt. 

129. During the period of their depu¬ 
tation, reckoned from the time that the 
nomination was admitted in the permanent 
sitting olr the Cortes, the Deputies can 
neither accept for themselves, nor solicit 
for another,'any employment from “the 
King, not even any honour, as there g)'e 
BO. gradations of rank among the members 
of the Cortes. 

130. In the same manner, they cannot, 
during the period of their deputation, nor 
for a yetlr after their'functions have 
ceased, accept for themselves, or solicit 
for another, any pension, or honorary dis¬ 
tinction, that may be in the* gift •of the 
King. 

Chapter VII .—Of the Faculties qf the' 
Cortes. 

9 

The faculties of the Cortes are—« 

1. To propose and decree the laws, and 
interpret and abrogate them, if necesssry. 

2. To receive the oath of the King, the 
Prince of Asturian, and the Regency. 

3. To resolve any doubt of fact or right 
which may occur in the order of the suc¬ 
cession to the throne. 

4. To elect a Regency or Regent of the 
kingdom, when the constitution requires 
it, and to appoint the limitations within 
which the Regency «r Regent are to ex¬ 
ercise the royal authority. < 

5. To make a public acknowledgment 
•f the Prince of the Asturias. 

6. To appoint a tutor to the minor 
King, when the constitution requires it 

7. To approve^ before ratification tht: 
treaties of offensive alliance, of subsidies, 
and of cooqmercial regulations. 

I. To permit or prohibit the, introduc¬ 
tion of foreign troops into the kingdom. 

9. To determine the creation^ and sup¬ 
pression of places in the tribunals estab¬ 
lished by the constitution, as well as the 
•rcation and sappre|8ion of public offices. 

10. .To fix yearly, upon a proposition 
from the King, the amount of the land 
Mid MB foreei> and determine those which 


shall be maintained in time of peace, and 
their increase in time of war. 

n. To 4 ;ive orders to the army, the 
fleet, and the national militia, in all their 
branches. 

12. To fix the expcnces of the pubTic 

administration. • .. 

13. To establish the annual contribu¬ 
tions and imports. , « 

14. To borrow loans on interest, hr 
cases of necessity, upon the cr«lii of the 
nation. 

15. To approve the allocation of the 
contributions among the provinces. 

lb. To examine and approve the ac¬ 
counts of the expenditure of the public, 
money, 

17. To establish custom-houses and 
places for receiving duties. 

18. To adopt the most convenient me¬ 
thods for the administration, conservation, 
and application of the national property. 

19. 1*0 determine the value, the weight,, 

the law, impression, and denomination of 
money. • 

20. To adopt the system which shall be 
j udged most proper ofweights and measures.. 

21. To create and promote every spe¬ 
cies of industry, and remove the ob.stdciea 
which may obstruct them. 

,22. To establish a general plan of pub* 
lie instruction throughout the Monarchy, 
and approve of that which may be pre¬ 
sented for the education of the Prince of 
the Asturias. 

23. To approve of the general cegula- 

tions for the police and welfare of the 
kingdom. , 

24. To protect tile political liberty of 
the press. 

25. To render effective the re-sponsibl- 
lity of the Secretaries of State, and of 
Dispatches, and other Public Officers. 

26. Lastly, It belongs to the Cortes to 
give or refuse their consent to all cases 
and acts which may be necessary for the 
Constitution. 

Chapter VIII.— fV" the Formation qf the 
Laws, and the Royal Sanctionm 

' *132. Every Deputy shall have power 
to propose to the Cortes, in writing, the 
projects of laws, and explaining the 
grounds on which they are founded. 

133. Two days at least afier a project 
of law shall be presehted and read, it may 
be read a second time, and the Cortes shall 
deliberate whether it shall undergo ano¬ 
ther discussion. 

iSfi. It being altowcdl a if 
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fbe importance of the subject, in the 
judgment of the Cortes, requires that it 
mshouid pass through a Committee, it shall 
be so. 

135. Four days at least shall hate 

elapsed after its having i^cen allowed a dis¬ 
cussion. • * 

136. The day appointed for the discus¬ 
sion having arrived, it shall embrace the 
project in the whole, and in each one of 
its Articles. 

137. The Cortes shall decide when the 
business is sufficiently discussed ; and 
having decided that it is so, it shall he 
determined whether there is ground or 
not for putting it to the vote. 

138. It being determined that there is 
ground for putting it to the vote, it shall be 
proceeded to immediately, admitting or 
rejecting the prf>ject in whole or in part, 
or varying and modilying it according to 
the observations which may be jnade in 
the course of the discussion. 

139. The voting shall be carried by the 
plurality of voices ; and in order to pro¬ 
ceed to it, it shall be necessary that the 
number of the members of the Cortes pre¬ 
sent shall at least exceed by one the half 
of the whole number of the deputies. 

140. If the Cortes reject the project of 
a law in any stage of its examination, tor 
determine that it shall not be put to the 
vote, it cannot be proposed anew in the 
same year. 

141. If adopted, it shall be extended by 
a duplicate in the form of a law, and read 
in the Cortes; which done, and both ori¬ 
ginals being signed by the president, and 
two secretaries, they shall be presented 
immediately to the King by a deputa¬ 
tion. 

142. The King has the sanction of the 
laws. 

143. Tlie King shall give his sanction 
by this formula, signed by his own 
hand—“ I.et it be published as law.” 

144. The King shall refuse his sanc¬ 
tion by this formula, which must also 
be signed by his own band. “ Let it be 
returned to the Cortes,” accompanied^ aj 
the same time, with « statement of the 
reasons which have induced him to re^ 
fuse it. 

145. The King shall be allowed thirty 
days for exercising this prerogative. If 
in that time he shall neither have given 
nor refused his sanction, it shall ipsojucio 
be understood that he has given it, and 
shall be acted on accordingly.* 

14 - 6 . Whether the King shall give or 


refuse his sanction, one of the two origi* 
nals, with tjie respedtive formala, shall 
be returned to the Cortes for their infor¬ 
mation. This original shall be recorded 
in the archives of the Cortes, and the du> 
plicate shall remain with the King. 

147. If the King shall refuse his sanction, 
the gubject shall not be resumed in the 
Cortes during that year, but may again 
beco.nie the subject of discussion in the 
sittings of the year following. , 

146. If in the Cortes of the following 
year the subject shall^be proposed anew, 
and the same Bill received and adopted, 
on its being again presented to (he King^ 
he shall have it in his power either to give 
or refuse his sanction a second time, in 
the' terms prescribed by articles 143 and 
144, and in the latter case, the subject 
shall nut again be resumed during that 
year. 

149. If the same Bill shall be proposed 
a third time, and passed by the Cortes of 
the following year, it shall be understood,. 
ipso facto, that the King is to give it his 
sanction, which he shall do on its 'being 
presented (o him by tlie Formula, a^ ex¬ 
pressed in article 143. 

• 150. If before the expiration of the pe¬ 
riod of thirty days, in which the King iv 
to give or vvitbhuld his .sanction, die day 
shall 'arrive on w'hich the Cones are to 
terminate their siiiiugi;, the King shal! 
git^ or refuse it within the lir.st eight days 
of the sessions of the following Cortes ; 
and if this period shall elapse niLhout his 
having given it, it shall be understood, 
in that case, as given, and he shall give it 
accordingly, in the form prescribed, re¬ 
turning to the Cortes, with his sanction, 
the original that is to remain with them. 

151. Though after the King’s having 
refused his s'&nclion to a Bill, there may 
pass one* or more years without the same 
subject being resinned, yet provided the 
Bill be again bronglit in during the time 
of tile Same depmaiion which at first 
adopted it, or during that of the two de¬ 
putations that immediately follow it, sliail 
always.be understood as the same Bill 
with respect to the King’s sanction, as 
stated ire the tliree preceding Articles; 
but if, during the period of the three said 
ddpuiatipns, it shall not be again intro¬ 
duced, though it may; aj|terwardt bu 
proposed in tiie same terms, it shall be 
considered as a nevy Bill with respect 
the regulations, as already stated, 

152. If the second or third time that 
the BtU is proposed within the period pro*; 
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Tided for by the preceding article, it Bhatl 
be thrown out by the Cortes* at whatever 
time it may afterwards be brought in, it 
shall be considered as anew Bill. 

153. Laws shall be annulledor amended 
with the same formalities, and by the 
same steps, as enacted. 

Chapter IX. Of the Promulgation ef the 
Lfiu's. 

154. The law being publLshed in the 
Cortes, notice shall be given thereof to the 
King, that measures may be immediately 
taken for its solemn'promulgaiion. 

155. The King, in promulgating the 

laws, shffll use tlife following formula:— 
“ Wc, (the name of the King) by the 
Grace of God and the. Constitution of 4he 
Spanish Monarchy, King of the Spains, to 
all who shall see and hear, these presents, 
know that the Cories have decreed, and 
we sanction the following (here tiie literal 
words of the law:) wherefore tve order all 
Tribunals,/tislices, Chiefst Governors, and 
other authorities, as vrell civil a.s military, 
and ecclesiastic, of whatever description 
or dignity, that they observer and,cause 
to be observed, obeyed, and e,xeeiH.ed, the 
present law, in all its parts. You wjH 
make known the, same, that it may lie 
carried.iitto cllect, and will see that it be 
printed, published, and circulated.”— 
(Addres-sed to the Secretary of the proper 
Department). * 

15li. Ail the laws shall be translated by 
order of the King, by the respective Se¬ 
cretaries of State, directly to all and each 
of the supreme tribunals, anil those of the 
provinces, and the other chief and superior 
authorities, who shall circulate them to 
the subordinate. 

Chapter X.— ty the permanent Dipijuation 
of the Cortes. * 

157. The Cortes before separafing shall 
nominate a Deputation, which shall be 
called th6 permanent Deputation of the 
Cortes, compo.sed of seven pjeinbors of 
their own body, three from the Europe an 
Provinces, and three belonging to j^hose 
beyond seas, and the seventh shall be 
chosen by .lot between a Deputy of 
Europe and another from beyond seas, 

15S. At the same time the Cortes shall 
nominate ttvo Supplementary Membirs 
for this DefVtation, one belonging to 
Europe and another from beyond seas. 

J59. The permanent depotation shall 
continue from one ordinary Carte's to 
another. 

JdO. The <K’putation 


are ;—1st, to watch over the due observ¬ 
ance of the Constitution, and to give ah 
account to the rie.xt Cortes of any inlVac- 
tions llioy may have noticed.—2d, 7’o in¬ 
voke r.ii'extraordinary Cories in ca.ses 
pre.scribed by the consiitulion.—3d, To 
discharge the functiuAs assigned them in 
Articles J11 and 112.—-4th, to give notice 
to the sup|)lenientary»dep«ties to attend 
instead of the regular, and if the death or 
absolute impossibility should ot*bur of the 
ordinary and supplementary deputies of 
any province attending, to give the ne¬ 
cessary orders to the said province to pro¬ 
ceed to a new election. 

Chapter XI. — Of the Extraordinari/ Cortes, 

101. The Extraordinary Cortes shall 
consist of the same Dcputie.s that form the 
ordinary, during the two ycai.s of iheir de¬ 
putation. 

102. The permanent Deputation of the 
Cories shall convene them, and-hx the day 
of their meeting in the three following 
casts.—Firs?, when* the Throne .shall be¬ 
come vacatil.—Second, vv'ien- the Kirrg 
shall ill any way be discpnilificd for the 
Governnumt, or .sliall wisii to abdicate the 
'ihrotic til favour of his .successor,—'Fhird, 
when ihc King in difficult circumstances, 
an^l for business of iinpoi lance, .shall lltinlc 
it I xpedient that they a.ssemble, and lend 
their , a.ssistance to him. a.s well as to the 
perman- lit Deputation of the Cortes. 

1()3. 'File Extraordinary Cortes shall 
not go beyond the i.bjcct for which they 
have been convoked. • 

101-. The Sessions of the E.vVaordinary 
Cortes shall commence and terminate wiih 
the same formalities a.s the Ordinary. 

105. The Silling of the Extraordinary 
Corte.s shall not jirevent the election of 
new D pmii 3 at liie jirescribed time. 

idb, Jf the Extraordinary Cortes shall 
not have concluded their Sittings on the 
day fi.xed for the Ordinary, the functions 
of the former .shall cease, and the Ordinary 
shall continue the business lor which they 
had been convoked. 

107. The penmiiiciit Deputation of the 
Cot'tcs shall Continue in the functions that 
()^ve been pointed out in Articles 111 and 
112, in the case comprehended in ihe 
preceding Article. 

TITLE IV.— Of the King. 

I * 

Chapter I. —On the InviolabUity qf the 
King’s Person, and of his Autherity, 

108. The person of the King is sacred 
and iiiviola.'bkj and not subject to respon- 
sibiltt}'* 
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109. To tbs King shall be given the 
title of Catholic Majesty. 

170. The power of executing the laws 

reside^-e.YcIusively in the King, and his 
iiatbority extends to every thing condu^ 
cive to the preservation of the public order 
in the intenor, and tAe security of the Stale 
abroad, conformably to the Constitution 
and the Laws. * • 

171. Besides the prerogative inherent 
in the King, of sanctioning and proinul* 
gating the laws, the following, as leading 
functions, also belong to him:—1. To 
carry into eli'ect the decrees, regulations, 
and instrultions, which he institutes for 
the due execution of the laws.—2. To 
take care that throughout the w hole king¬ 
dom justice be duly and promptly admi¬ 
nistered.—-3. To declare war, and make 
and ratify peace.—4. To nominate the 
magistrates of ail the civil and military 
tribunals on the proposition of the Council 
of State.—5. To provide Ihr all employ¬ 
ments, civil and military.—0. To present 
to all the bishoprics and ecclesiastical 
dignities and benefices, in llie gift of the 
Crown, on the proposition of the Council 
of Stale.—7. To command armies and 
fleets, and to nominate their Generals.—8. 
To dispose of the armed force of the 
country, by distributing it as may be most 
expedient.—9. To direct all diplomatic 
and commereial relations with other 

•Powers, and to nominate Ambassadors. 
Ministers, and Consuls.—lo. To super- 
jntend the coinage pf money, on which 
Ids bust and name shall be placed.—11. 
To direct tli>! application of tlie funds des¬ 
tined to the several Irranches of the public 
administialioit.—12. 'I’o pardon n iininal* 
as regulated by the hru.s.—13, To submit 
to the Corte.s [>ropo.siii(;ris of lavv.s, or of 
ifforms whicii hc-rnay think Condocive to 
the good of the nation, foi tlie.ii d.. libe¬ 
ration, in the form ptescriberl.—.I4, To 
nominate and dismiss at pleasure the Se¬ 
cretaries of Slate, &c. 

172. The Restrictions on the Royal 
Authority are the follbwing:—I. The 
King cannot impede, on any pretext, the 
assembling of the Corte^ at the periods, 
and in the cases provided for by the Con- 
Ktitution, nor suspend nor dissolve them, 
nor in any manner obstruct their sittings 
and deliberations. Whoever shall advi.se 
or assist him jn any attempt for these 
purposes, are declared traitors, and shall 
be prosecuted as such.—2. The King can¬ 
not absent hinrself from the kingdom with¬ 
out the consent of the Cortes; and, if he 

s 


does 80 , it shall be understood that he has 
abdicated.— S. The King cannot alienate, 
cede, renounce, or in any way transfer to 
another the royal authority, or any of his 
prerogatives. If for any reason he wishes 
lo abdicate the throne in favour of his 
immediate successor, it shall not be in his 
power to do so, without the consent of 
the Cortes.—4-. The King cannot alienate, 
cede, or exchange any province, citjr, 
town, or place, or any part, however 
small, of the Spanish territory.—.“i. The 
King cannot make an* oflensive alliance 
or special treaty of commerce, with any 
foreign power," without*lhe con.spht of the’' 
Cortes.—ti. Tlie King cannot bind him¬ 
self,.however little, by any treaty, to give , 
subsidies to any foreign power, without 
the consent of the Cortes.—7. The King 
cannot cede or alienate the national do¬ 
mains, without the consent of the Cortes. 
—S. The King cannot exact taxes or con¬ 
tributions, undewany name vvhntever, or 
for whatever object, either directly or in¬ 
directly, without the Cortes having always 
previou^lj' decreed them.—9. *Tlie King 
cannol grant exclusive privileges to any 
indjvidual, or any corporation,—10. The 
King cannot seize the property qf any in¬ 
dividual or corporation, or disturb, them 
in the profession, use and enjoyment of 
it; and if, in any case, it shall be found 
nece,^sary for an object of acknowledged 
public ulllily to take the property of any 
individual, it shall only be done by giv¬ 
ing, at the .same time, a suitable indetuni- 
lication, and a fair e.\cliange, on a valua¬ 
tion, by qualified and honest men.—11. 
The King cannot deprive any individual 
of his liberty, nor of himself inflict any 

punishment. The Secretary of-. who 

signs the orde% and the Judge who ex¬ 
ecutes it, jliall be responsible to tlie na¬ 
tion, and puni.died as guilty of an attack 
on personal liberty, only in cases where 
the happiness and safety of the Slate re¬ 
quire the arrest of any person, sisal I the 
King be empowered to issue orders to 
that efiect, but on condition only that 
*within fo/ty-eight hours he shall subiHit 
^ the questioQ to the investigation of sotne 
‘tribunal or competent, judge.—12. The 
Kind before contracting marriage, shall 
give noticb to the Cortes to obtain their 
consent. > * 

173. 'flio King, on hi* coming to the' 
throne, and if heshall'be a minor, hw 
entering oa the goverainent -of the King¬ 
dom, shall take an oath before the Certesi 
acetySing to the following formula; -*• 
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•< Wt (here his name) by the grace of 
God, and the constitution of the Spanish 
Monarchy, King of the . Spains, swear by 
God and the holy Evangelists, tliat I will 
defend and preserve the Catholic Apos¬ 
tolic Romish religion, without permitting 
any other in the kingdom; that I will ob- 
lerve, and cause to be observed, the* con¬ 
stitution and laws of the Spanish Mo- 
niwchy, having as my only object in all 
that I shall do, its prosperity and advan¬ 
tage; that I shall not alienate, cede or 
dismember any papl of the kingdom; that 
I shall never exact any proportion of 
Vriiits, nfoney, or'other thing, unless the 
Cortes shall have decreed them; that I 
shall never take from any one his pro- 
perty; and that I shall respect above all, 
the political liberty of the nation, and 
the personal liberty of every individual. 
And i( in what I have sworn, or in any 
part of it, I shall do the cantrary, I ought 
cot to br obeyed, and 4et that which I 
shall do to the contmry be null and of no 
elfect. So help and defend me God ! and 
if not, may he require it at my hands.” 
Chapter 11.—Of the Succession to the 
Crown. 

In this thapter the Committee proposes 
we same as the whole nation, and the 
Cortes have since proclaimed and' sworn 
solemnly in favour of S. D. Fernando VII. 
actual King of the Spains, and of his* de¬ 
fendants and lawful successors ; but the 
Cortes have reserved them for a separate 
discussion of the inferior details of this 
chapter. 

Chapter III.— Of tl^ Minority of the King, 
and of the Regency, 

Art. 165. The King is a minor till he is 
18 years of age. 

_J86. During the King’s miijority, the 
Kingdom shall be governed by a Regency. 

187. The provision shall be the .same 

when the King is incapable of exercising 
nis authority, from whatever cause, phv- 
steal or moral. f 

188. If the indapacity of the King shall 
COQtinue for two year.s, and the imme- ' 
diate simcessor, or shall be more than 18 
yeart of age, the Cortes shall have it in 
their power to appoint him Regent oC the 
Kingdom instead of the Regency. 

IW. Froh the death of the King till 
the EKtraordinary Cortes assemble, if the 
Ordinary are not met, the provisional Re¬ 
gency shall be composed of the Queen 
mother; if there is one of the two Depu- 
"••tf the pemaaeot Deputatiop of.Uie 
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Cortes, the oldest by election in the De¬ 
putation, and of the two senior Counsel* 
iors of the Council of State, viz. the Dean, 
and he that is next to him. If there is no 
Queen mother, another Counsellor of 
State, the third inoeniority.shallalso enter 
the Regency. * « 

190. The Queen mother, if there is 
One, shall preside in the provisional Re¬ 
gency ; and in case there is .none, the 
Member of the permanent Deputation of 
the Cortes who is the'oldcst in the order 
of their election for the said Deputation. 

191. The Provisional Rewncy shall 
dispatch no other business but Inch as ad¬ 
mits of no delay, and shall neither remove 
nor appoint to employments, except for 
the lime being. 

192. The Extraordinary Cortes having 
assembled, shall nominate a Regency, 
composed of ihreeor of five persons. 

193. "To be qualified to be a Member of 
the Regency, it is necessary to be a na¬ 
tive of the kingdom. 

194. That Member sliall preside in the 
Regency whom the Cortes shall designate, 
should they not think it expedient to es¬ 
tablish a regulation of taking the Presi¬ 
dency by turns. 

19.5. The Regency shall exercise the 
authority of the King in such terms as the 
Cortes may deem proper. 

196. Both Regencies shall take an oath 
according to the formula prescribed in* 
Article 173, adding the efause, that they 
will be faithful to the King and the per¬ 
manent Regency ; shall add besides, that 
they will observe the conditions that the 
Cortes have imposed on them for the ex¬ 
ercise of their authority; and when the 
King shall arrive at the age of majority, 
or his incapacity shall cease, they will de¬ 
liver into his hands the government of the 
kingdom, under pain, in case of a mo¬ 
ment’s delay, of having its Members seiz¬ 
ed and punished as traitors. 

197. All the Acts of the Regency shall 
be published in the name of the King. 

198. The Tutor of the King in his mi¬ 
nority shall be the person whom the de¬ 
ceased King shall have nominated in his 
will. If more shall have been appointed, 
the Queen mother shall be tutoress so long 
as she remains a widow. In default of 
her, the tutor shall be nominated by the 
Cortes. 

199. The regency shall take care Otat 
the education of the minor King shall be 
suitable to the great object of bis high 
dignity, Md that it be conducted con* 
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formably to the plan that the Cortes shall 
approve. 

200. The Cortes shall fix the members 
of the* Regency. 

Chapter the R^al Family, and of 

the Title qf the i'rmceof Asturias. 

201. The fijrst born son of the King 

shall be called Prince of Asturias. ^ 

202. Tl^e other sons and daughters of 
the King shall be called Infantes of the 
Spains. 

20.1. In like manner the sons and 
daughters of the Prince of Asturias .shall 
be, and should be called Infantes of the 
Spains. 

20+. To these persons precisely shall 
be limited the title of Infante of the Spains, 
svithout the possibility of its being ex¬ 
tended to others. 

205. The Infantes of the Spains shall 
enjoy the distinctions and honours that 
tlie\’ have done hitherto, and may be no¬ 
minated to any employment, except those 
of judicature, and the deputation of the 
Cortes. 

206. The Prince of the Asturias cannot 
leave the kingdom without the consent of 
the Cortes; and if he leave it without their 
consent, he shall, thereupon, be exclude^l 
from the succession to the throne. 

207. The same shall happen if he re¬ 
main out of the kingdom for a longer time 

"than that prescribed in the permission; or 
if, on being required to return, hf^docs 
fiot do so within tl'ie period which the 
Cortes may ordain. 

208. The* Princo of the Asturias, the 
Infantes, and Infantes, and their children 
and descendants, cannot marry without 
the con.sent of the King and the Cortes, 
under pain of being excluded from the 
succession to the throne. 

20!). An authentic copy of the certifi¬ 
cates of birth, marriage, and death, of all 
the persons of the Royal Family, shall be 
remitted to the Cortes, and in the suspen¬ 
sion of its sittings, to the permanent depu¬ 
tation, in or4er that it may be placed in 
their archives. , * 

210. The Prince of the Asturias is to 
be acknowledged by the Cortes with the 
formalities which the regulations of their 
interior governments shall prescribe. 

211. This acknowledgment shall be 
made in the first Cortes holden after his 
birth. 

212. The Prince of the Astuirias, after 
arriving at the age of 1+ years, shall take 
an oath in the presence of the Cortes, in 


the following form tT*" I Prince 

of the Asturiks, do swear by God, and by 
the Holy Evangelists, that I will defend 
and maintain the Catholic, Apostolic, 
Roman religion, without perinitting any 
other in the kingdom; that I will pre¬ 
serve the Constitution of the Sjpanish Mo¬ 
narch*}', and that 1 will be faithful and 
obedient to the King. So help me God.” 
Chapter V.— Of the Maintenance qf ike 
Royal Family. 

213. The Cortes shall assign to the 
King the annual revenue of his household, 
which shall be conformable to frbe high* 
dignity of bis person. 

2|4. There shall belong to the King all 
the royal palaces which his predecessors 
have enjoyed, and the Cortes shall point 
out the lands which may be proper for 
his recreation. 

[The following Articles, to 221 inclu¬ 
sive, relate to t^c appropiiatiups for the 
maintenance of the diflerent members of 
the Royal Family, pay of the Regency, 
&c. —The s\Jlowances for the King and 
the Royal Family are fixed at the com- 
mence.nient of each reign, and cannot be 
altered during that reign.] 

Chapter VI. — Of the Secretary of. State 
^ and Dispatch. 

222. The Secretaries of Dispatch shall 
be eight, viz. the Secretary for the dis¬ 
patch of the affairs of State; the Secre- 
tpry for the dispatch of the alTairs of the 
Government of the Kingdom ; the Secre¬ 
tary for the dispatch of the affairs of Grace 
and Justice; the Secretary for the dis¬ 
patch of the affairs of Finance; the Se¬ 
cretary for the dispatch of the afliiirs of 
War: the Secretary for the dispatch of 
Marine affairs^ and two Secretaries for 
the univesal dispatch of ultra Marine 
business; one for the aflairs of North 
America and its Isles, and the other for 
those of South Americk, its Isles, and the 
provinces of Asia. This regulation of twq 
Secretaries, for the universal dispatch of 
affairs abroad, is thus fixed for the present, 

*but future Cortes will make such altera- 
, tions as experience or circumstances may 
requiie. 

223. By a regulation approved by the 
Cortes, each Secretary will Jiavc (yrescribed 
to him those ’affairs which shall belong t* 
his department. , 

224. All the orders of the King sh.all be 
issued under the seal of the Secretary of 
the Department in which the subject 
aucK ord+rs are referable. N« trihuial #t 
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authority shall givQ execution to an order 
in which thif requisite is wasting. 

225. The Secretaries of the Dispatch 
shall be responsible to the Cortes for any 
orders whicn they may. give contrary to 
the Constitution of the laws, and their hav¬ 
ing been-ordered by the King shall be to 

. them no excuse. '' 

226. The Secretaries for the Dispatch j 
shall prepare the estimates of the expences 
of the public Administration, each accord¬ 
ing to what may appear to be necessary 
for his respective department, and shall 
tender an account of the expenditure which 

•has taken place in the mode which shall 
be prescribed. 

227- When the Cortes shall beofopi-- 
nion that a case has occurred in which 
the responsibilitj' of any of the Secretaries 
of Dispatch ought to be rendered effective, 
they shall, before proceeding to any other 
business, come to a decree, declaring whe¬ 
ther or not there be groujid for an accusa¬ 
tion. 

228. This decree being passed, the 
Cortes shall transmit to the Supreme Tri¬ 
bunal of Justice all documents concerning 
the subject which is to come under cogni- 
zanceof that Court, which shall substantiate 
the facts, and decide the cause according 
■to the laws. 

229. The Cortes shall fix the sularies of 
the Secretaries of Dispatch. 

Chaptek VII .—Of the Coundl of State. 

230. There shall be a'Couacil of Statft, 
consisting of 40 Members, 

231. This Council shall be composed 
precisely in the following manner; viz. four 
dignihed Ecclesiastics, and no more, of 
whom two shall be bishops ; four Spanish 
Grandees, and no more, possessing virtue, 
talents, and the necessary information. 
The remaiuiiig members shall be chosen 
from among persons who are employed or 
have been employed in diplomatic situa¬ 
tions in the army, in olTices of Finance and 
(he Magistracy, and who liavedistinguish¬ 
ed themselves by their taieiits, knojvledge, 
and services. The Cortes shall not pro-i 
pose for these places any individual, who, 

• at the time of appointment, may be a mem- 
Cortes; at least twelve of the 
membors must bo from the irltra marine 
proyixices. ‘ 

232. All the Counsellors of State shall 
be appointed by the King, on the proposal 
of th6 Cortes. 


Committee of the Cories, consisting of 
twelve members, shall prepare a triple list 
of the respective classes of Counsellors in 
the proportion stated above. From this 
list the King shall choose 40, taking the 
Ecclesiastics from their class, the Grandees 
from theirs, and the other members from 
their respective classec. ' 

234. The Cortes shall keep this list al¬ 
ways complete, filling up the blanks wblcli 
may arise from appointments to oiBces, or 
from the decease of any of the persons in¬ 
cluded in the list. 

235. The Council of State is the Council 
of the King, wlio shall consult its opinion 
on all important points, and particularly 
in giving or refusing the Royal assent to 
laws, in declaring war and making treaties. 

236. This Council will propose 4o the 
King three names for filling up each va¬ 
cancy sn Ecclesiastical Benefices, or Ju¬ 
dicial Offices. 

237. The Counsellors of State cannot be 
removed without good cause made out {o 
the satisfaction of the Supreme Court of 
Justice. 

238. The Cortes shall fix the salaries 
of the Counsellors of State, it being under¬ 
stood that none shall be allowed to any 
Lcclesioslic, who, in consequence of bi.s 
dignity, may have his residence in the Ca¬ 
pital, nor lo'any Grandee. 

23;), The Counsellor of Sl ate, on enter-* 
iiig into oflice, shall take an oaili before 
tlic Wing to pvest'i ve the constitution, to. 
be faithful to the King, and to counsel him 
to what may seem to them to be con¬ 
ducive to the public welfare, without any 
secTetvlew, or private interest. (Signed.) 

Dieco Ml'noz Tokucuo, 

President of the Committee. 

Augustin de AuGufei,LEs. 

F. S. R, DU LA Barcena. 

Dr. Mariano Mendiola. 

Pedro Maria Ric. 

Francisco Guttiurrf.z de la Huerta. 

Antonio Joaquin Perez. 

Joaquin Fernandez de Leyva, 

. Vicente Moralez Duarez. 

Jose de Kspioa. 

Alonso Canedo. 

Antonio Oliveros. 

Andres de Jauregui. 

Evauisto Peue2;.de Castro. 

Secretary to the Comniitlte. 

Cadiz, Aug. il, \ 


VobbslMd by R. BAQSBAW, Bryd^cs-Street, Coveat- <*ard«Qalso by 
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“ The officers of the Srmy may depend upon it,, that the enemy, to whom they are opposed, are 
“ not les»«prudent than powerful. Notwithstanding' vshat has ieen printed in Gazki'tes and News- • 
“ PAPEKs, we have never seen small bodies, unsupportc-d,s opposed to large ; n'jr has 'the experience of 
“ any officer r3cl>T,eil the stories, which all have read, of whole armies being driven by a handful of light 
“ infantry or dragoons.”—(Signed) WELLINGTON. —Circular Letter to the Officers of the English Army 
in Portugi^l, which see in another part of this Number. ' , 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Tai.avera’s Wars.- - -In my last, at 
page TOO, I broke off this subject abrupt¬ 
ly, Itecaase there wa.s not room tor tite 
whole of my Article, without dividing the 
Pl'in of the Spmish Constitution, which I 

wished to avoid by all means.-Belbre 

1 resume it, I think it necessary to refer 
to a passage, published in the RVgister of 
the 20th of July last, and to which pas. 
sage, I am informed, an interpretation 
has been given, which I am sure it does 
not bear, and which I well know not 
to have been my meaning. It relates to 
Lord Wellinirtoii, and after noticing, that 
his brother had lately called him a “ dis- 
“ tin'ruished warrior," it proceeds thjis: 

-“ If he be inn, it shall not, if I live, 

“ be for want of one to give, and put upon 
“ record, a full account of all his opera- 
“ lions : not a lying account; not a hire- 
“ ling account; not a base and abomi- 
“ nalife siring of frauds upon the people 
“ of England, which serve to cheat some 
“ of them’and to (urnish others of them 
" with excuses for the r villainies, but, 
" which, so far from deceiving the rest of 
" the world, are the scorn and contempt 
" of all foreign nations ; not an account 
“ of this sort, but a true account; an ac- 
" count which will place all the actors, on 
" both sides, in their proper light; that 
" will hold up the skilful and the brave 
•* to the admiration of posterity, that will 
“ show what misfortunes, disgraces, and 
“ miseries proceed from putting power in 
‘‘ the hands of a fat-headed fool, and that 
" will damn to everla'^ling infamy thosp 
" who have sought to di.sguise their cow- 
•• ardice by the means of blustering and 
“ lies, be they on which side they may.” 
-^The words in kalks have, I am in¬ 
formed, been, by some persons, and those 
pretty closely interested in the matter, 
represented as intended to apply to Lord 
Welliiigtori. Now, not only dia I not mean 
so to apply them; but, they do not, jn 


any way that they ban be viewed, bear 
that con.struction. They have no refer¬ 
ence to him at all; they do not point 
him, but, on the contrary they point, if 
they point at all, away from him, lie, as it 
is well known to me as well as to all who 
ever saw him, being, not fat-headed hut 
3 lean-headed man. However, notwith¬ 
standing the evident marks of the non-ap- 
plii atioii of the word.s, I have no scruple 
solemnly to disclare, that I had him notin. 
my eye in using them; that I did not mean 
him; and that I mver cither heard him culled, 
or ctdled him, or thought him, a fool, nn my 

life. -From the beginning of ihe waf in 

Portugal I have been endeavouring to 
guard the public against the faishood.s, 
the endless falshoods of the venal press; 
and,, 1 have several times observed, that 
tliis press, while it was incessantly ex- 
tqjling the (ieneral, was, in fact, doing its 
best to demolish his reputation, by svjelling 
out^is numbers, and by diminishing the force 
of tfte enemy and .speakiiuj contemptuously of 
that enemy. It i.s curious enough, that, 
those representations of mine should, at 
last, have been seconded by the General 
himself: whether the venal cn w will pay 
more attention to him than to me I can¬ 
not say ; but, I should not be much sur¬ 
prised, jf they were now to turn round, 
upon him and retract all theiieformer ex¬ 
travagant praises.-The Circular, from 

which 1 take my motto, has appeared in 
all the London news-papers, and has evi¬ 
dently been inserted by pretty good au- 
tliorHy. With regarfl to the censure it 
contains on Col. Cocmkane, the censure is 
not ver^ harsh, and the offence is one 
which will always be looked atwithavery 
lesiient eye. Over-zeal and unrestrain- 
able courage, though they may sometimes 
be productive of loss, are, upon many oc¬ 
casions, the very tbines which are deci¬ 
sive of victory—^The mention of th« 
marvellous “ stories," that is '» say, lies, 
whicl; " all have read," in Gazettes and 
nfws-papert, is vcry iniportaut. He, pro- 
S 
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bably, alludes to tho Goartte in Portugal ; 
but, as to news-papers, he muM: hare oar 
Courier and Morning Post, and others of 
our prints, in his eye ; and iierein he con¬ 
firms my repeated complaints against 
them. This is, on his part, an art of self- 
defence, and the same in behalf of^his 
army; for, if these " stories** were be¬ 
lieved, how were the public to account 
for the continuation of the war? How 
were the public to avoid being surprized, 
that the French were not wholly defeated 
and chstsed out of the Peninsula long ago ? 
But, this .inference.from such “stone*” 
fell particularly heavy upon the reputa¬ 
tion of our Commander; for, if it were 
true, that whole armies of the enemy wdre 
to be driven back by detachments of our 
Light Infantry or Dragoons, how was he 
to answer to his country for retreating, at 
any time, or under any circumstarrces, 
before that same enemy ?-The Cou¬ 

rier, perceiving how this ‘circular letter 
bore upon him, had, as I thought, kept it 
wholly out of his columns; but, upon 
looking at the back of the pap6r, I fitund 
it crammed in there, where, of course, 
it would escape the observation of tbs 
greater part of his readers. This trick is 
well wdrlhy of observation. The docu¬ 
ment was the. most important that has 
come from Portugal for a long while, as 
containing very useful information; ‘as 
containing an expression of our Com¬ 
mander’s opinion of the enemy; and, asllon- 
taining his ofiicial protest against the ex¬ 
aggerated accounts published in this coun¬ 
try; and yet, this very document the 
Courier crams into a back page, usually, 
and, indeed, always, appropriated to ar¬ 
ticles upon which the Editor sets the 
least value, and which he does, in fact, 
put in generally as mere mrsWev' tofill up 
with. But, to publish the document was 
to promulgate his own shame; it was to 
promulgate Lord Wellington’s condemna¬ 
tion of what I had so often condemned. 
•——Indeed, if thjs writer of the CouricF 
and many others, had met together and 
deliberated upon a plan for the real de- 
•tfuction of the reputation of the man, on 
whom they were lavishing the most ex¬ 
travagant encomiums, they could.not bSve 
aOted otherwise, than they have done. 
Stfbre a battle they^ have always given 
him a soperiority of Jinmbers; they have 
invariably represented him as amply 
supplied with every thing; they have 
always greatly diminished the number 
if his sick; they have fabcicated " let- 


« ters from the army” contradicting the 
reports of great prevalent sickness; they 
have denounced, as enemies to the coun¬ 
try, those who gave true statements of the 
ravages of disease in our camps or garri¬ 
sons ; they have alv^ays^ad the ariiiy " in 
“ high Tiealth and spirits,” eveh iri the 
most sickly times; anc^ though last not 
least, they have constantly spoken of our 
army as having the cordial support of all 
the people of the Peninsula of every de¬ 
scription. Qn the contrary, they have 
represented the French, before every ap¬ 
proaching battle, as having inferiormum- 
bers; they have represented them, upon 
all occasions, as destitute of provisions and 
supplies of all sorts; they have told us 
that sickness and desertion were constantly 
making dreadful ravages amongst tkt 
enemy, and have, at times, reduced their 
numbers almost to nothing; and, never 
have they ceased to assert, tliat the whole 
of the inhabitants of the Peninsula detested 
and abhorred the French, and lost no op¬ 
portunity of annoying them. —Well, 
now, if this was believed ; and believed 
it must have been by a great majority of 
the public, in w'hat a situation must that 
belief place our Commander and his army 
in the eyes of that public, when the latter 
saw, that, though advantages were occa¬ 
sionally gained, they were soon taken 
away again ; and tliat, at almost every 
encounter, a retreat, or, at least, a retro- 
gade movement, on our part, was the con¬ 
sequence ? The premises point directly 
to the conclusion, and to the only possible 
conclusion, that was, and must have been, 
drawn by every man capable of reason¬ 
ing.-And, with regard to the French, 

if these stories were believed, if it was 
believed that their numbers were always 
inferior, that they were destitute of supplies 
of all kinds, that they were wasting hourly 
with sickness, and that every one of the 
people had a knife ready for their throats; 
if ail this was believed by the public, what 
most naturally have been the conclusion 
of that public, when they saw, that our 
army was still oljliged to retreat before 

those French ?-But, this has been the 

constant practice of the venal part of the 
English press from the commencement of 
the Anti-Jacobin war to this day, which 
press has always swdiled out our own force 
before a battle, and diminished that of the 
enemy; it has always painted our pros¬ 
pects in the most flowery colours; aad, 
observe, if any man has had the courage 
to endeavc^rr to' give a check to the san* 
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guinfl and falladous hopes thus endea* 
voored to be excited, that man has l)een 
reproached with wishes correspondinfj with 
Ilia opinions; he has been called the 
friend of the enemy; and, in short, de¬ 
nounced'as a trai|or ih his heart, who only 
wanted*the occasion to become so in act 

as well as in,inclination.-A remarkable 

instance of ihh*hope-exciting work, on the 
part of, the English press, was seen at the 
time wh(-n the Duke of York was about to 
invade Holland in the year 17P9. Upon 
that occasion the public prints teemed 
with the most confident predictions of the 
deliverance of the Cnited Provinces and 
the restoration of the Stadtholderian Go¬ 
vernment, which, so far from being re¬ 
garded as an enterprise of difiiculty, was 
represented as a merely holiday march. 
Mr. Mallet Dii Pan, who, at'that time, 
published the British Mercury, under the 
avowed patronage of the mini;.try, said, in 
his No. of the 30th of S.':ptember, I7f)!): 

« To an army of fort^-five thousand men, 

“ full of emulation, from the general to 
*' the last soldier,-to a sciuadron command- 
“ ing the Zoyder Sea, to the support 
“ which there are hopes of obtaining from 
a great portion of the inhabitants, and 
" to the ancient and unalterable aflach- 
" ment of the Dutch Regular Troops to 
the Stadtholdcr ; to -all these wh-at do 
the Batavian Directory, the revolutionary 
faction, and tluir extravagant guardians 
on the banks of the Seine oppose ? Why, 
9.bool twenty tfuMsand French, commanded 
** by a Vrinter’s Hoy of Limosin; by th-at 
" Biujne who juggled and pillaged Swit- 
" Zetland ; who received his military and 
*' political education in the tennis courts 

*'of the French Revolution.”-Such 

Were the pictures that were exhibited to 
the English public at the out-fit of that ill- 
fated expedition; such were the prospects 
held forth to them. How that expedition 
ended we all know, and, though I was not 
in England at the time, I venture to say, 
that the public mortification was increased’' 
ten-fold by these flattering and fallacious 
representations. And, in what a ligRt did 
pictures like this tend finally to place (he 
Duke of York and the other commanders, 
consisting of numbers of English and Rus¬ 
sian Noblemen; who were, at last, beaten 
by, and compelled* to capitulate with, " a 
" Printer’s Boy of Limosin,” who had had 
his education in a tennis court r--If, in¬ 

stead of giving the public tjiis fallacious 
description, the writer had said : " The 
" English and Russian aro)^', though nu- 
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merous and brave, will have occasion 
to exerfcise all their force and all their 
skill; for, they have opposed to them 
twenty thousand, at least, of these same 
Frenchmen, who have conquered so* 
many countries, and routed so many 
brave and well-disciplined armies,com-* 
manded by the greatest generals in Eu- 
roi)e; and, these French troops, together 
" with tlie Dut( li, beaded by the Pqtriots 
" wiio v'cre put down by the, Stadtliolder 
" and the Prussians in 17S7, arc under tlte 
" command of a man, whom nature iorm- 
“ ed for great exploits, and whom the 
*' soul-stirring RevoluUo't of F'rance has 
" raised to the command of an army from 
“ being a Printer's boy at l antosin; a sure 
" and certain sign, an iniallible proof, 

“ tiiat he is a man not to be despised.” -- 

Now, if tills had been the languacfo of the 
English piers, at the lime referretl to, does 
not the reader see, that the disappoint-, 
ment of the itation, that the 'mortifn a'ion, 
that the humili ition, which, at last, came 
upon it, would not have been nearly so 

great as * they v«ire ?-Yes, be'sees it 

very plainly ; but, he al.so sees, that such 
.language from the English press might 
not have had a tendency to render the 
Expedition very popular. Aye, there is 
the,rub! In order to render the war po¬ 
pular ; in order to excite hopes of its final 
success ; with this view the means of the 
enemy are continually diminished,or kept 
wholly out of sight, while our own means 
are swelled very far beyond the truth. 
This may serve to keep the planners of 
wars and expeditions in countenance; but, 
is it, 1 ask, fair dealing with the army and 

its commanders ?-To return, now, 

a little more closely to the subject before 
u.s, the numbers of our own army had, as 
I was sbserving in my last, been stated at 
1-7,000 English Troops, and at dO.OOO 
Portuguese, the greater part of whom was 
represented as being wither near our main 
army. What excuse then, with those who 
believed this statement, could there be for 
raiding the blockade of Rodrigo at the ap- 
proacli of 60,000 of the enemy? Thus 
was th<^ public left, by those venal writers, 
to draw a conclusion either most injurious 
<0 the reputation of our Commander or to 

the reputation' of his army.--B is true, 

that these prints praise him still; they ap¬ 
plaud what he has {lone; but, w’bat is their 
praise worth, unless they were frankly 
to' acknowledge, that what they before 
said of the strength of his army was to- 
.tally false ? Unless they were to do this, 
S 2 • 
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thtir opmiayis are al var with their- 
and niiicli are likely to have most weight 

Heave the public to judge.--They can 

not nct(j with any effect, unsay what they 
^ have said; lor they would be believed by 
nobody ; and, besides, they have other 
_ inaUeis to attend to; they have to justify 
the measures of ihe miuistvy; they liave to 
perforin the task of nrikiiig the nation be¬ 
lieve, not only that the war is wise in 
itself^ hut that cure is taken to furnish ample 
means for carrjjin^ it on with success. Here 
is the r,neat difficulty. They must ina'ai- 
triinthis; and, to inainloin this, and, at 
the same lime, to jir.;ii!y the late niovv- 
rnenr,ot ihe (iencral (Mnimandiiig, i.^ task 
tar beyond their slendi r capacities. Heni;e 
it is, that they are continually sacrificing in 
cHect,! he iiiilitary repn'.atien ofthe Cieneral 
whom in words they are extolling to tlie 
skies. Nor is it llie General who aliaie iias 
ground ol roinplaiiit against tin in; the 
whole army .vjfh rs io its chavarter throui h 
tliese f.ils!KK>i!s of the press; for, those suf¬ 
ferings, which would call forth the compas¬ 
sion o( the nation, are kept wln.ljy out of 
sighti and we ai e bid to believe, "that 
the army, while soflrring from sickness 
and Inon all sorts of privalioiis, arc in' 
" hi ji heiUth and spirits,” and are abun¬ 
dantly sup|)Vu'd wall all sorts of neces¬ 
saries and comforts. What I have heard, 
and from very gootl aulhoriiy ; what I 
lir.ve h< ai d from the lips of eye-w'itnesses, 
an.'l what I have been informed of by 
letters, written by tliose whom 1 know to 
be inrajjabU; of lalshood, would, if I were 
to stall: it, be treated as a malicious invcri- 
lion of, my own. Indeed, 1 should lie 
afiaid to state it. But, 1 will gay tliif, and 
which, indeed, I have said before, that, 
from every thing that I have Jteard, I do 
not believe, that we had a force aetuallv 
fit for doty, lialf suffiei' in !o face "OO.OOO 
nirn ; mid, il so, all ilie s'ori.'s about the 
47.0t)'J Biil.i:diTroop?,.'i.".,l tlie great mini- 
bers o, Portogic'st' iti our armv, must 
have been ffiymiids, ,.r..] fhls’: .ods, too, 
ol a moit cruei tendency as io the rt-fivJa- 

tion ol oui'i.iin army.-There is aFiother 

H.aj, in wbicii the press v.Oiks ii.gai!!st tiic 
army. W e see everla.slir,g!y oceurriiig 
accounts of (he embarkation of “ iionps to 
•’jom Lord Welun-ion " The (mbkio hear 
of this contiiiuttfly.. One would imagine, , 
that tbousan.ds go oirt todiim every vveek. ! 
If the papers were Idoketi over for the | 
last year and a half, 1 am of opinion, that 
we should find accouat.s of 200,000 men 
having been sent out to him. All men. 


wlio reflect, must know that those accounts 
are false-; but how many mcfi are there 
who do reflect ? Very few, indeed; and 
the general impression upon the public 
mind is, that a very great army has beeQ 
sent out to him; and that, as they have 
always been “ in high hAtkh and ispirits,” 
he. rnust have a great army with him now. 

-But, if we were to<ook*blosely into 

he matter, we should find, that, in the 
accounts of embarkations, pariie/ of re¬ 
cruits have been taken for battalions ; 
and battalions for brig'ades; and, that 
the very same parties have been, under 
difilrer.t dates and descriptions, menfion- 
eii several tiuics over, and tliat thus every 
parly has, al. las', been multiplied by tea 
or twenty. A simiiar deception has been 
practrsed a.s to tiio sending out of stores 
and In rses and provision.s; and, as tlie 
realer must bavo perceived, the public 
have a thousand liaoes been jobl of ihe 
cheapness of provisions at Lisbon, leaving it 
to be inferred, that opr army bad every 

tiling in ibis way in gretu ahuudancc. - 

Is il pos.sible to lonn an idea of fal.ilioods 
more injurious to the reputation of the 

whole of that army ?-The truth is, 

tha', though great r. inforcoments have 
been sent out, great for tis, they have 
beetf, compared wiili tlie scale of the war 
and the force and reinforcements -of the 
enemy,but very tr fling The government, 
I may be tol(i,/i«’x'r/f.>n'' aHlhcy can. I do not 
doubt that; but, wbiit is tliat to the fact ? 
How can that lesia-n (he injulious tendency 
of the flattering falb!ioo;!s of the public 
prints? The climate of Porlugnl is un¬ 
healthy, more so fa- us lliaii for the 
i'Vench, who are natives of a more 
.ijouthern clima'e, '.viio>c liabiis, both a$ 
to dii't and drink, exj; ;.:g lliem less to the 
ravages of fev(;rs, and vvho“ are, moreover, 
enured to the labours and privations of 
war, and have been trught by long ex- 
pi-rier.; e riujii'-rous precautions and timely 
remedies, v.ijicli are fir more powerful in 
,jif t iling un army <.n Ibo'. liun all the skill 
of -a mediciii s::!fl'. Our men are more 
Iviided with flesh, are fuller ot' blood, are 
greater eaters of animal food, drink a great 
dr-Jl more strong liquor. '1 hey have few 
of them ever licibte bCcn under a burning 
sun ; they have in geo.cra! been unused 
to long i iid painful tn^ielres; they have 
not known what it i.s .io seek their bed 
in the open air. Sickness seizes hold of 
tiiern; and though their hearts 'do not 
fail them, tjleir strength does. When 
they are got into battle there is no doubt 
C 
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of them ; -bdt, amidst all these disadran- 
tages, there must necessarily be great dif- 
ik-ulty in getting tlieni there in numbers 
any thtrig nearly equal to tlieir numbers 

upon puptr. -Such are in part {for I 

have mentioned onl.y a part) the fals- 
hoods, l*y th:; nii&ans of which the venal 
press has laboured to the injury of the re¬ 
putation of the wdiole army. Now, ifiitat 
press had pursued a dilfercnt c juise; if 
it bad given a true account of the force of 
the enemy; if it had taken .care to inform 
the public of the great reinforcements that 
have arrived from France ; if ii had spoken 
of tfie Fiench as an army of experienced 
soldiers; if it had descrilied the French 
artillery as served with ific ()uickncss of 
lightning; if it liad spoken of the French 
engineers as men of incomparable skill; 
if it described all these means as placed 
under the direction of Generals whose 
buoyant genius had forced t.herft upwards, 
through all obstacles, Ircrn the lowest 
walks of life, who h^ive lived in the midst 
of armies and almost in the midst of des¬ 
perate battles from their boyish days, and 
whose fortunate exjploits have given their 
soldiers an habitual confidence in them: 
if the English press had held this lan¬ 
guage, and had besides, spoken of the 
natives of Portugal and their disposifions 
Uiith truth; if this had been the line of 
conduct of the English press, bow differ¬ 
ently .would the nation have felt upon 
receiving the news, the other day, of the 
raising of the si^e of Rodrigo! There 
would, then, have been none of the dis- 
appoiniintnt and mortification, which was 
so visible upon every countenance, and 
which, in spite of all the after cx|)lana- 
tions of the pre.ss, could not fail to excite 
sentiments more or less injurious to the 

whole of the ariny in Portugal.-But, 

there i-s yet one light, in which we have 
not yet viewed the eflect of " the stories,” 
of which we have been speaking; and 
that is w'ith regard to the final result ofi the 
war. If the war should end in victory ; . 
if it should end, whether by a peace or 
otherwise, in rendering Portugal indi^ 
pendent of the French^; if it should end in 
this way, then the “ stories,” will have 
produced, as to that end, no evil conse¬ 
quence; but, if the war should end alto¬ 
gether diflerentiy ; jf our army should be 
forced back to Lisbon, and be compelled, 
at last, to quit the country, leaving it in 
the hands of the French ; what wilt then 
be the feeling of the people of this king- 
dlom, after all tho stories” that they have 
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[been told? I am -not speaking here of 
the feelirfg as to (he Commander and the 
Army; but, how will ihe people fed as to 
their own sateiy ? After being'so long 
tolfl, that oiir aniiy in Portugal was su-» 
periur to the French in numliers ; .(hat it 
had plenty of all sorts of supplies, vvhil» 
llrt‘ French were de.stituie oi’ every filing ; 
that it was in h:gh heaiih. wiiile the 
French tvere wasting widi sickness^ that 
in ail the inliahirants it had so many 
warm friends, while the French Ind in 
those inhabitants, s:? many bitter and im¬ 
placable enemie.';; aiier bring so long (old 
all this, what must fie tile feefifigs ol’liie 
people of England upon seeing the French 
become ina.sters of Poitugil } Will not 
their minds revert to tlicir (nun S'dintion .? 
Will they not begin to think of the conse¬ 
quences of a possible invasion of England 
or Ireland I And will they not feel a.uprc- 
heii.'ions, which they nevei wonki have felt, 
if the real stsle of the ai niiiJs in Portugal 
had been fairly represented to tlcmi I 
pul these (|ue3tioiis to the plain .sense of 
the jeadev; and, 1 am persuaik d, he will 
not fail to join me in reprobating the con¬ 
duct of those, who have so long liccn cn- 
(Jeavouriiig to keep the public in the dark 
as to the state of the contending atrmics in 

the ^ peninsula.-The stoiL s” now 

complained of by the. Commander himself, 
ajid which have been constantly reprobated 
by me, are .«aid to tend to “ keep up the 
“ spirits of the people;’ and f have, been ac¬ 
cused of endeavouring “to damp their 
“ spirits.” But, who does them really the 
most service; those venal writers who de¬ 
ceive them and provide for ihein picbahle 
disa[>pointment and monitlcuiion ; or I, 
who tell ibein the truth, and who prepare 
them for thnse riJverses which may pro¬ 
bably J{}a[)pen ?-For the last twciitjr 

years this nation has been the sport oi 
unioundtd hopes. It has been icmarked, 
that no nation is move .suddenly elated, or 
more suddenly depressed ; that none is so 
^ronc to be elated in prosperit}', or to tie- 
spond in adveisity ; ftnd, it must he con- 
fessed,*lliat the pid)!icatioiis lirom the venal 
press are admirably calculated to give its 
full force and most mischievoas elf ct to 
lijis national prtipensity. In short, and 
this is Illy decided opinion, that this nation 
has not had, for tlie last^wcfity years, any 
enemy so successful as the unprincipled 
part of the press. —-1 shall non|oMer to the 
reader a few general reflections bpou the 

war in'Fortugal.-It appears evident to 

me, as it long has, that it is the policy of 
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Napoleon not. to put a speedy end to the raise the blockadt? upon the approach of 
war in' Portugal, if he could. Jle is not the French army. To raise a siege or a 
a man to permit a war to Unger, unless blockade is, in fact, a sort of defeat; it is 
it suit hU purpose so to do. He is not what a general always yields to with great 
a man to permit his generals to hang reluctance; And,weraay beassured.thatno- 
off from fighting, having -a force superior thing short of a decided, an overwhelming 
Jo the enemy. Marmont^Would not have superiority of numberswOuld haveindoced 
dared to stop the pursuit of our army on our army to raise the blockade of Rod- 
this last occasion, if it ha<i not been agree- rigo. That we are not/*theh, in a epa* 
ably 1.0 tbe orders of his Master. The diiion to meet the French now is clear, 
truth Is, and, I think, it must be evident to And when shall we be ? again I isk. If 
every man of common sense, that Napo- ministers are able to send out troops suffi- 
leon maUes sure of Pov lugal, whenever he cienl to meet the French, why do they not 
shall please to bend his wlmle force send them ? And, if they are not able to 
against it; rand, this* being the case, the send out troops sufficient to meet'the 
longer lie can make it convenient to keep French, why do they persevere in the war, 
the stroke suspended the belter for hiin, which,inlhiscase,mu8tbe hopeless,though 
because the more destructive to us.— — it costs the nationsuch immense sacrifices ? 

It is said, tlial we r/rfrad Portugal ; but, -One would think, that the experience 

it is very clear, tliat we are unable to cle- we have now had ol the war in Portugal 
fend it any longer than the enemy refrains ought to be sufficient to convince such men 
from attacking us ; for, even those who as Captainr Pasley, that contiimntal war is 
talk of this of Portugal, admit now, notour element. In other countries w» 

that, if pushed by the French, our army have complained, tfiat our allies were 
must again retreat to its lines at the cold; that the people were not with us. 

mouth, of the Tagus.--The eflect,lhat But, in this case, we have tbe government 

such a inovemeiit would have upon the of the country pretty nearly in our own 
Portuguese need hariUy be pointed out; it hands; we have the absolute command 
will suggest itself to every man capable of of the native troops as well as of our own ; 
the. smal.lcst degree of reflection; and, it we put our own officers into the Portu- 
will manifestly be very ditlerenl from what gue&e corps; and we say, that the people 

it was in the former instance.-The'war of ilie country are all for us, and that 

is of that sort, that our means are not calcu- they all l»old the French in the great- 
lated to meet. We cannot send an army to est abhorrence. Well, we have been thus 
the peninsula able to meet the armies that situated with regard to Portugal three goad 
Napoleon can send thither, which has long years; and, what have we done ? We 
been proved by experience. Our general and our enemy have made the country the 
now tells us in so many words, that he has theatre of a most destructive tMid devas- 
not forces fit to meet hO.OOOFrench; and, tating war; hut that is all. We havenot 
if he has them not now, when is he to have taken one jot from the power of Napoleon, 
them ? It is generally thought, I believe, in whose grand drama,-the war in Portu- 
that the reinforcements, whichiare now sent gal seems to be an insignificant underplot, 
out, do little uuirethan A-efj) the numbersup; though it be quite sufficient to drain Eng- 
and, as to the Portuguese, is thete much land of her men and money; to exhaust, 
prospect of their becoming any belter fatigue, and, if finally baffled, dishearten 

than they are, or of their increasing in her.-What would I do, then ? Would 

numbers? From what cause, then, is our I recommend the toi/Adraiyfrig o/ our army 
forte to be augmented ? And, if it cannok, /row Portugal? 1 would. What', would 
be augmented, the*jjoint i,s set at rest at I abandon the people of Portugal after 
once, for our Commander himself says, having been in the country so long 
that he could not, “ without risking great In answer to this I® will not ask, whether 
“ loss,” pretend to meet tbe French army the people of Portugal have any claiot 
that be saw opposed to him before Rodrigo, upon us ; nor will I enter into an inquiry 
Thi.s, say the von.d prints, wus trite.; and, as to what would be the effect to them of 
1 have no cldubt* of the truth of it; for, the change. I shall-suppose, that they 
putting myself, for a moment, in the place have a great claim upon us, and that they 
of our coriander, I ban easily determine would suffer from falling under the abso- 
that nothi^ but sheer necessity, nothing Jute sway of the French. But, then comes 
but a moj'ul certainty of being beaten, the questioh, are we uA/e to defend Portu- 
and routed, could have induced him to gal, to kap the Fratck outqfit (for that 
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alone is worthy of ibe tianae of defence) 
for any len^^th of time ?’ Are we abje^noi/y 
to secure its independence of France ? 
This last is the only question for us to dc< 
teritiine; and, if we determine it in the 
negative; if we make up our minds to the 
point, that wc are.una'ble finally to secure 
the independence of Portugal, then it is 
clear thattb# soojicr we quit the country, 
the better it will he for the Poi'tuguese.— 
Then, as to ourselves, the longer we conti* 
nue the war, the more we shall be ex¬ 
hausted by it; and, as to the effect upon 
our spirits, shall we not be more discouraged 
by 3.»forced than by a voluntary relinquish- 

nient of Portugal i- -There is one use, 

indeed, that might possibly be made of a 
longer possession of Portugal: I mean as 
an item in negotiating for pfffce; but, as 
peace seems to be thought of now by no¬ 
body, tills is hardly worth mentioning ; 
and, let it be observed, that unljess we re¬ 
solve to make no peace without stipulating 
for the independence of Portugal, it will 
be better to be out of it than in at the time 
of entering upon a negociation; for, to 
surrender it to France as part of the price 
of advantages to ourselves, would be an 

everlasting stain upon our character.- 

Such are my reasons against a further con¬ 
tinuation of the war in Portugal ; and, 
until they are shewn to be wrong ; until 
they meet with something hotter than 
abusive reproach and vile insinuation by 
way oPanswer, I shall be perverse enough 
to think them unanswerable. 

• 

Malta^ -This Island, which was, at 

first, the o.siensible object of the present 

war, seems to have almost wholly dropped 
out of sight. Thpre is, however, appa¬ 
rently, something now going on there 
well worthy of the public attention. 
Many of the principal people have drawn 
up and signed a Petition to the Governor, 
General Oak.es, which he has expressed 
his disapprobation of in a Proclamation. I 
subjoin both documents. The Petition 

was, it .seems, signed by many more per¬ 
sons than those whose names are here piu 
to it. — As to the merits of the case, I 
am not well enough acquainted with the 
statcujf the Island to say much about it; 
and T must, therefore, for the present at 
least, leave both documents to speak for 

themselves.-It is,* however, a matter of 

some consequence, that this Island, so near 
to Sicily, should, at this moment, be agi¬ 
tated with,any serious contest between 
the government and the people ; and, it 

« 


certainly makes an iinportfint point in our 
affairs in ^the Mediterranean, yrhere^ they 
were already in a very critical state. The 
Mediterranean is become a scene of great 
interest. The enemy are. in great force 
upon its borders. We command the * 
islands; but, our expence is enorftious, 
wt^ile that of the enemy, who is tu home, is* 
Very trifling indeed. The loss we sustain 
by the exchange of money is immense; 
and,.yet, are there men, who, like Captain 
Pasley, are eager for an extension of our 
foreign expeditions and wars ! 

W«. COBBETf. 

State Prison, Newgffle, Friday, ^ 
25th October, 1811. 


MALTESE PETITION. 

To Hi.s Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land ill Council. 

Humbly supplicate, • 

We native Maltese, faithful subject.^ of 
your Majesty our elected and benign So¬ 
vereign, puslicd on by the many fac^s that 
has occurred in these islands of Malta and 
Gozzo for the last ten ye irs, totally oppo¬ 
site to that high idea which public fame, 
and the experience given us during the 
blockade of Valletta, made us conceive of 
the English nation, and induces us to take 
tlse boldness to humble, at the throne of 
your Majesty, what follows:—That rare 
confidence and total submission with 
which the Maltese shewed an inviolable 
attachment to the British government, re¬ 
mitting entirelv their afl'^irs to the dispo¬ 
sition of your Majesty's officers, notwith¬ 
standing the full authority residing with 
the Maltese, gave them the strongest mo¬ 
tives to hopft an amicable correspondence. 
The Maltese nevertheless see themselves 
deluded in their hopes, and see that, from 
a sordid policy, their most sacred rights 
and greatest interests are unjustly sacri¬ 
ficed, and, without necessity, by an abusive 
tapitulation, stipulate^ by the officers of 
your Majesty with the French garrison, 
without the least participation with the 
MaltesCwat the expence of our substance 
constrained to lay down our arms in the 
cefuntry^ when uur enemies surrendered 
their’s in the cities giv^n pp. We saw 
with the most sensible displeasure those 
our enemies, under pur very eyes, loaded 
with the spoils of our nation, vauliJng with 
pride at the universal desolation, after the 
natioOi for the space of two years, had 
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suffered mortality, hunger, affliction, and of our ancient sacred rights, violated bjr 
unspeakable fatigue under tlv? walls of the last-grand master ot the order of St. 
Valletta. The privileges of the rmincil. J<ihn, enjoyed by us during the blockade 
after giving up the city, was immediately of Valletta, expressly stipulated wheq^we 
suspended and suppressed ; thoughi by consigned our islands with unlimited faith 
' the flattering promises of sir Alex. Ball to the «)fficer8 of ytpir Majesty, and taken 
to the representatives, in future to re- from us by the defunct sir A. Ball, and 
' unite them in case of need, increased the newly solemnly promised us in the name 
unhappiness of our condition. We then of your Majesty by sir Charges Cameron, 
began to feel the fatal eflecis of the sup- —The principal of these our rights is a 
presMon of a people the most honest and free representation of the peoplef; other- 
considerable of the place. Violence in wise a popular council, with the right to 
taking from the magistrates the free exer- send deputed memorials to your Majesty 
else of (heir jurisdiction, and removing the in council, when they are found to be 
wBole body* at the *3016 caprice of Ball, lawful, 
without ariv formalit\'of justice ; deputa- 2d. Independent tribunals, 

lions formed of very few people, among^st 3d. Liberty ol the Press; but not li- 

whoin were likewise strangers put in to cence in things that might offend our Ca- 
answer private objects, without the least iholic Religion. 

formality or legality, and given to the 4th. A Jury in the manner in use in 
. press under the name of the nation, with England, or according to our aritient 
the approbation of some late commissaries usage, with the right to appeal in every 
occupying public places sej, apart for the c.i>e from the sentence of the judge to the 
exercise of pity and commiseration; popular council. 

seizin e of the youth, sprung from onr re- 5ili. In fine, a Constitution wherein 

motest foref ithcrs, with insult jnd griev- uiay enter the spirit of our free and legiti- 
atice.* The distance of your Majesty,«nil male Government with that of the Con- 
far of the (ic fpoiical Ball, has impeded, .stimtion of England, saving always ®ur 
for a length of lime, the present rla'ms — Catholic Religion. 

There ate iho-e wlio tax the isij'hful Mai- Tb obtain our antient rights, we have 
tese wiifi urupjie iicss as a people, whic h acc'.ainied your Majesty for our Sovereign; 
is a false iiupulaii ti Our patieiir e,*suh- we therefore supplicate in the name of jus- 
mission, and fai h tti the justic e of your tice, of all laws divine and human, and for 
Majesty, dtiring ten yeears, gives to our the loss of about twenty thousand men, and 
faith Very 'iti i vig argimieuts of facts, and for our sufferings in all the lime of the 

blockade;, that the restitution of our rights 
and privileges, for which the Maltese have 
bt;en authorized by their antienl sovereigns 
to give their consent in whatever change 
of government, whieli consent cannot be 
neglected without offence to justice. And 
whic h we do not expect from the just go- 
V riirnent of your Majesty, who was 
ele cted by our hearts.—The Maltese have 
recourse; to your Majesty as in duty bound, 
and will never cease to supplicate and 
protest themselves faithful. 

The underwritten, 

Barone Vincenzo Azopardi, 

„ Cavaliere Paolo Parisi, 

Emico Tc stafen'aia,. 

' Gio Baita Cassar Desain, 

Conte Ferdinando Teuma, 

Marches! Saverio Alessi, 

D. Mario Testafejrrata, 

Nicolo Mai chesi di Testaferrata, 

D Gregorio Augusto Testaferrata, 
Conte Maitino Preziosi, 

Conte Gio Dr. Fenma Castelletti, 
Daniele Bonnici, 


not of words, which i* fully siiflicient to 
coiifountl our ca'umnuitors.— Finally, 
many other facts of injustice upon which 
our prudence imposes silence, the which 
in a small j.ait exist with ftiie elected 
agent, Gicivanni Ricard-*, which form our 
util)list mis(t/rtuiie.s, anil justifjr enough our 
suspicions, and leave us without much 
ccnfidfiice with regard to the fTiture.— 
To dissipate tiien o ir fears, to increase 
alvvais mote those tics of attacliment of 
our e, untrymen in a manner inseparable 
from the crown of your Majesty, we ad¬ 
dress ourselves to the saiije source,'to have 
in consid-.ratii n the state in which we find 
ourselves, and to turn a benign eye to our 
supplications, so that at last wc Inay ob¬ 
tain the many times promised resiituiioii 
of our aiK.ient rights, to till the hearts of a 
sincere |)eople wiih gratitude, fidelity, 
and love., And your Majesty will have a 
people the most faitWul and attached to¬ 
wards your Majesty’s crown, and to de¬ 
fend our islainls,—'i hese supplications are 
reduced in general terms to the restitution 
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Dfi Elias Vella, 

Vincenzo Alessi, 

Marchese Gio Ant. Apase, j 

Pietro Paolo Bonnici, 
iir. Francesco Alessi, 

F. Guis. Imbrol, for Pandoifo, de- 
priyed of si^it, 

Gio Balta Bonnici Monpalaco, 
Guiseppe*Gatt» 

Vincenzo Vella, 

Anloftio Gailea, 

Luigi de Conii Teuraa Catelletta, 
Vincenzo Borg, 

Dr. Tisico Gio Batta Falzon, 

Sillvadorc Filed, 

Sac Am. Darmanin, 

Sar Franc. Seychet, 

Antonio Gailea, 

Chiruigo Gio Faison, - 
Baldassare Lamutta, 

Franc. Farrugia, 

Guise. Cilia, , 

Franc. Borg, 

Antonio Parnis, 

Guist;. Erinia, 

Franc. Russo, 

Antonio Manguir, 

Pietro MalliaSacerdote, 

Gio B itia Lasperanza, 

Cancelit re Gio Franc. Bonella, 

Con Salvadore Curso, • 

Salva. Xeri C.iii Cantone, 

Aloisio Xiierc, 

Guis, I''irrtijjia. 

Ant*. A It: a. 

Pa* li Falea Neg. 

Ignazi" Faison, 

XicolifcCianiar, 

Fraticfsco t.acoana, 

Calcedonio Face, 

Guis. Xii:iiiha, ■ 

Salvatore Pace. 

The aforegoing is faithfully tran.slated 
from an authenticated copy, extracted, 
from its original in the Itaiiaii language. 
Malta, August, 18)1. 


PROCLAMATION 

By the Govcriior^of Malta. 

The King’s Civil Commissioner observes* 
with regret, that some weak apd inconside¬ 
rate persons, deceived under specious 
pretexts, have suffered them.selves to be¬ 
come the instruments'of a few turbulent 
and factious individuals. They have been 
seduced to subscribeapaper, purporting to 
be an Application to the King fcr certain 
changes in the existing form of the Go- 
vernmeat of these Islands, but ffhicb is in 
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fact a scandalous libel upon tb>t Govem- 
ment, as hitherto administered, and the 
vehicle of private maligtiUy.-i-The acts of 
His Majesty's former Repre.sentatives are 
grossly and insidiously perverted; facts 
are misrepresented ; and the revered me¬ 
mory of one, whose long administration, 
marked as it was by wisdom and mildness, 
and by the most distinguished benefits to 
these Islands, had been sanctioned by the 
gracious approbation of his Sovereign^ is 
ungratefully and vindictively traduced by 
an ipifeeling and disappointed faction.— . 
Whilst His Excellency feels himself called 
upon thus to animadvest upon a^trocced^ 
ing no less dishonourable to the parties 
concerned, than it is disrespectful to the 
Government, lie reflects with peculiar sa¬ 
tisfaction that so small a number of indi¬ 
viduals, and of those so very fea of any 
respectability, have been seduced by the 
insidious arts so long and so industriously 
practised to mislead them, 'rtiis conside¬ 
ration, added to the well-grouiiderl confi¬ 
dence which the King’s Civil Commis¬ 
sioner reposes in the loyahy and atmeh- 
mentioTihc IVIaliese at large, vvh- sr happi¬ 
ness has long been dear lo him, and wiiose 
real interests His Excellency shall ever be 
■solicitous to promote, enables him to excr- . 
cise mote gcneially towards a niis'guided 
few, rtie lenity, and fnrbearance, which 
liave ever characterised His Maj sty’s Go- 
verfiiiieiU in thc.se I dand.s. ■ Few, indeed, 
and (iMtjud .ced, musi those Maltese be, who 
are iiiserisiiili- to the superior advantages 
they jiossess under the auspices of Great 
Biiiaiii; hut if .such there are, lettiuin 
learn from the vi(aims of French oppres- 
si.iii who daily crowd lo these shores, a.s to 
an envied asylum, how they ought to 
ajijireciaie the prosperity and security 
which, under the powerful protection of 
His M jtfsiy’s Fleets and Armies, they 
so liberally enjoy.—If His Excellency has 
hiilicrtii delayed publicly to notice this 
extraordinary memorial, be has been 
actuaied by the desire of afl’ording to ilui,»e 
wlio might have been dttf eived, an oppor¬ 
tunity ctiacknowledging their error; and 
several have accordingly come forward 
and avowftl, in writing, the gross delusion 
under which their subscriptions were ob¬ 
tained toxlie document, and their total ig¬ 
norance of its contents.v-Tke Pajier in 
question, such as it is. His Excellency is 
determined to transmrt by the first oppor¬ 
tunity to His Majesty’s Ministers. - 

By Command of his Excellency, 

F. Laing, Acting Public Secretary. 

Palace, 23d August, 1811. 
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The following is given as a copy of a 
letter intended to nave been circulated 
by Lord Wellington among the Officers 
of the army under his command, but 
which circulation, from some ftnex- 
plained capse, was not carried into ef¬ 
fect- 

* Villa Formosa, May 15. 

Sir Adverting to your report of the 
transactions of the* morning of the .‘list 
ult. in pursuit of the garrison of Almeida, 
t have tu state, that notliing has given me 
more concern than the conduct of the hon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cochrane, of the Stith 
regiment. When the enemy had passed 
the bridge of Barba del Porco, the farther 
pursuit of those troops was useless; and 
every step taken beyond the point to 
which the Lieutenain-Colonel was ordered 
to proceeiT, was only a ri3k to the officers 
and soldiers under his command, from 
whence retieat was next to impossible.— 
Thtf Lieutenant-Colonel did nois Jinow 
possibly, that the whole of the 2d corps 
d’Armee was at St. Felices, but a slmrt 
distance from Barba del Porco; and, upon 
hearing the firing, formed on the Agueda 
to protect the retreat of these lioo|rs; he 
knew, however, that'the garrison of Al¬ 
meida, although perhaps in disorder, were 
a body far superior in numbers to those he 
had under his command ; and he did not 
know what troops were in St. Felices to 
support them :—his advance, therefore, 
and his passage of the bridge', was an im¬ 
prudence, to which all the losses of the 
day must be attributed.—^'Fhe frequent 
instances that occurred lately of severe 
loss, and, in some instances,* of important 
failures, by Officers leading the troops 
beyond the point to which they were or¬ 
dered, and beyond all bounds; such as 
the loss of prisoners taken in front of the 
v/llage of Fuentes, on the 3d and 5th; 
the loss incurred^by the 13ih Light Drfi • 
goon.s, near and at Badajoz, on .file 25 ih 
of March;’the severe loss incurred by 
the troops at the siege of Badajoz, on. 
the right of the Guadiana, on the lOth 
inst. nave induced me to det^rmind to 
bring befort^a (general Court-martial, for 
disobedience of orders, any officer who 
should in future be guilty of this conduct. 
—I entertain no doubt of the readiness of 
the officers and soldiers of the army to ad¬ 
vance upon the enemy } but U is my duty. 


and that bf every General and other Offi¬ 
cer in command, to emulate the spirit, 
and riot to expose the soldiers to contend 
with unequal numbers in sifuntious where 
they cannot be supportejl, Ironi which 
their retreat is not secure, and in which 
they run the risk bf bping prisoners to the 
enemy they had before beaten.—-The de¬ 
sire of being forward in, engaging the 
enemy is not uncommon in the British 
army ; but that quality whicl^I wish to 
see the Officers possess, who are at the 
head of troops, is a cool discriminating 
judgment in action, which will enable 
them to decide with promptitude how far 
they can and ought to go with propriety, 
and to convey their orders, and to act 
with such vigour and decision as that the 
soldiers will look up to them with con¬ 
fidence in the moment of action, and obey- 
them with alacrity. The officers of the 
army may depend upon it, ibat the enemy 
10 whom they are opposed "are not Ic.ss 
prudent ih-an powerful. Notwithstanding 
what has been printed in gazettes and 
newspapers, we have never seen small 
bodies, unsupported, opposed to large; 
nor-has the experience of any officer rea¬ 
lised the storjes, which all have read, of 
whole armies being driven by a handlul of 
light infantry or dragoons.—I trust that 
this letter, copies of which I propose to 
circulate to General Officers of Divisions, 
with directions to circulate it among the , 
officers of the army, will have the effect 
of inducing them to reflect seriously upon 
the duties which they have to perform" 
before the enemy, and to avoijl the crime 
which is the subject of it, and which is 
really become of serious detriment to the 
army and public interest. 

(Signed) Wellington. 


Portugal. —Dispatches from Lord tVelling- 
Ion, published in London 1 6th Oct. 1811. 
Dispatches, of which the following are 
a Copy and an Extract, were yesterday 
evening received at the Earl of Liver¬ 
pool’s Office, addressed to his Lordship by 
‘ General Viscount Wellington, dated Uua- 
drasayes, 29th September, andFrexada,2d 
October, I SI 1. 

Quadrasayes, Sept. 29, 1811. 
My Loud, —The enemy commenced 
their movements toWards Ciudad Rodrigo 
with the convoys of provisions from the 
Sierra de Bejar and from Salamanca oo the 
2lstinst. and on the following day I coUeeft 
ed the BritiYh army, in poiiUoQs uom which 
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I could either advance or retire without 
dilhculty, which would enable me tci see 
all that was going on, and the strength of 
the enemy’s army.—The 3d division, and 
that part of the General Alten’s brigadeof 
cavalry Which was not detached, occu¬ 
pied the range of hei§^Us which are on the 
left of the Agueda, having their advanced 
guard, under Lieutenant Colonel Williams 
of the 6()ih, on the heights of Pastores 
within three miles of Ciudad Rodrigo ; the 
♦th division were at Fuente Guinaidn, 
where I had strengthened a position with 
some works; the light division on the right 
of the Agueda, having their right resting 
upon the mountains which separate Cas¬ 
tile and Cstremadura; Lieutenant General 
Graham commanded the troops on the left 
of the army, which were posted on the 
Lower Azavi; the(ith division and Major- 
General Anson’s brigade of cavalry being 
at Espeja, and occupying Carpio Marialva, 
&c.—Mareschal del Campo Don Carlos 
D’Espagne observed the Lower Agueda 
with Don Julian Sanclicz’s cavalry an<i 
infantry. Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
ton Cotton, with Major-General Slade’s 
and Major-General De Grey’s brigades of 
cavalry, was on the Upper Azava, in the 
centre, between the right and left of the 
army, with General Pack’s brigade dt 
Campillo; and the 5th division were in 
observation of the pass of Perales in the 
«ar of the right, the French General Foy 
having remained and collected a body of 
troops in Upper Esiremadura, consisting 
of part of his own diA^ision of the Artriy of 
Portugal, and a division of the Army of the 
Centre ; and the 7th division was in reserve 
at Alamedilla.—^The enemy first appeared 
in the plain near Ciudad Rodrigo, on the 
23d, and retired again in a short time ; 
but on the 24th in the morning, they ad¬ 
vanced again in considerable force, and 
entered the plain, by the roads of St. Spi- 
ritus and Tenebron ; and before evening 
they had collected there all their cavalry, 
to the anionnt of about six thousand men, 
and four divisions of infantry, of which 
one division were of the Imperial Guard,; 
and the remainder of the armies were 
encamperlon the Guadapero, immediately 
beyond the hills which surround the plain 
of Ciudad Rodrigo.—On the morning of 
the 25tb, the enemy s|nt a reconnoisance 
of cavalry towards the Lower Azava, con¬ 
sisting ot about fourteen squadrons of the 
cavalry of the Imperial Guard.—iThey 
4rove in our posts on the right of the 
Asava'i but having passed that river, the 
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Lanciers de ^fg w«re charged by tw 0 
squadrons of the 16th, ahd one of the i ^th 
light dragoons' and driven |)ack; they at* ■ 
tempted to rally and to return, but were* 
fired upon by the light infantry of the 6|st 
regiment, which had been posted in the 
wood, on their flank, by Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral praham ; and Major-General An¬ 
son'pursued them across the Azava, and 
afterwards resumed his posts on the right 
of that river. Lieutenant General Grabaia 
was highly pleased with the conduct of 
Major-General Anson’p brigade; and 
Major-General Anson particularly men¬ 
tions Lieutenant-Colonel JUervey and Cap-, 
tain Brotherton of the 14th, and Captain 
Hay and Major Cocks of the 16th.—But 
the enemy’s attention was principally di¬ 
rected during this day to the position of the 
3d division on the hills between Fuente 
Guinaldo, and Pastores. About eight in 
the morning, they moved a column, con¬ 
sisting of between 3U and 40 sqqadrons of 
cavalry, and battalions of infantry, 
and 12 pieces of cannon, from Ciudad R^ 
drigo, in such a direction, as that it was 
doubiftfl whether they would attempt to 
ascend the hills by Encina £l Bodon, or 
by‘the direct road towards Fuente Gui¬ 
naldo, and 1 was not certain by which road 
they would make their attack, till ihfey ac¬ 
tually toinmenced it upon the last.—As 
soon asl saw the dirci tionsof theirmarch, 

1 had reinforced the 2d battalion 5th regi¬ 
ment, which occupied the post on the hill, 
over which the road passes to Guinaldo, 
by the 77th regiment, and the 21st Por¬ 
tuguese regiment, under the command of 
Major General the Hun. C. Colville, and 
Major General Alien’s Brigade, of which 
only titree squadrons remained, which had 
not been detached, drawn fromEI Bodon; 
and I ordereil there a brigade of tba 
4th divisibn from Fuente Guinaldo, and 
afterwards from El Bodon the remainder 
of the troops of the 3d division, with the 
exception of those at Pastores, which were 
too distant.—In the mean time, howevev, 
the small body of iroopc^in this post sus- 
itained the attacli; of the enemy’s cavalry 
and artillery. One regiment of French 
dragoons succeeded in taking two pieces 
of cannon which had been posted on a 
rising ground on the right of our troops; 
but they were charged iby nhe second 
battalion 5th regiment, under the com¬ 
mand of Major Ridge, and the guns were 
immediately re-taken.—While thi» ope¬ 
ration was going on on the flank, an attack 
was made on the front by another regi- 
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ment, which was repulsed in a similar 
manner by the 77th regigient, and the 
three scjuadrotif of Major General Aiten’s 
brigade charged r.-peafe<llv* dilFercm bo¬ 
dies of the enemy, whicl\ ascended the 
hill, on the left o1’ the two regiments of,j 
British infantry ; the Portuguese regi¬ 
ment being posted in the rear of the r^ht. 
—At length the division of the enemy’s 
infantry, which had marcht-d with the ca¬ 
valry from Ciudad Rodrigo, were brought 
up to the a’tfi(;k on tlic road of Fuenle 
Guinaldo, and scQing that they would ar¬ 
rive and be engaged before the troops 
.could arrive eithsr from Guinaldo or E! 
Bodon,I deterniined to wilh.h aw our post, 
and to retire with the whole on Fuente 
Guinaldo. The 2d battalion 5lh rcgi- 
■ ment, and the 77th regiment, were fornu d 
into one stiuure, and the 21st Portuguese 
regiment into another, sup[)ort<'<l by 
Major-General Aiten’s small body of ca¬ 
valry and the Portugu«-.s|! ariil'erv-—The 
enemy’s cavalry iminedialely rushed for¬ 
ward and obliged our cavalry to retire to 
the support of the l-’otluguese regiment; 
anel lie .Oih and 77lh regirnenVj were 
charged on three faces of t!ie s(|uare by 
the French e.ivalry; but they halted Wd 
repulsed ihe attack with the utmost stea¬ 
diness and gallantry. W* ihtnVon'inuf d 
the reireat, and joined the remainder of 
the third divi.sloti, also formed in srpiares, 
on their tnarcli to Fuonte Guinaldo ;* and 
the whole letired together in the utmost 
order; and the enemy never made ano¬ 
ther attempt to chtli ge any of them ; but 
were satisfied with firing upon them with 
their artillery, and with lollowing them.— 
LieuUnant-Colonel Williams wiiti Ins light 
infantry, and the Honourable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Trench, with the 74ih regimemt, 
retired from Pastores across the Agueda, 
and thence inarched by Rohlfda, where 
they look some prisoners, and le-erossed 
the Agoeda, and joined at Guinaldo in the 
^ placed the third and fourth 
divisions, and General Pack’s brigade of 
infantry, and M*jor-General Alten’s, ]\Ja- 
jor-Genoral De Grey’.s,'and Major-Ge-.' 
neral Slade’.s brigades of cavalry, in the 
position of Fuenie Guinaldo, oTi the even- ' 
ing cl the 2.i)ih, and ordered Major-General 
Crawford lo retire with the light division 
across the Agueda ; the sevcnlli division 
to form at Albergaria, and Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral Graham to collect the troops under 
his command at Nave d’Aver, keeping 
only posts of observation on the Azava ; 
and the troops were thus formed in an 


echelon, of which the centre was in the po- 
.sition at Guinaldo ; and the right upon the 
Pa.ss of Perales, and the left at Nave 
d’Aver. Marisclial del CampoDoi} Carlos 
d’Espagiie wa.s placed on the left of the 
Coa, and Don Ji^lian Sanchez was detach¬ 
ed with the ctivalry tTj ifie enepiy’s rear_ 

Tlie enemy brought up a 2d divi.sionof in¬ 
fantry from Cuidad Kodr^o, in the after¬ 
noon of ilie 25tli, and, in the cour.-e of that 
night, and of the 2()tli, they collected their 
wliolij army in front of our position at 
Guinaldo; and not deeming it expedient 
to stand tlieir attack in that position, I re¬ 
tired about three leagues, and on the 27th 
formed (lie ."irmy as follows; the 5lh di- 
vi,sion on the right, at Aldea Vclha : the 
4th, and light divisions, and Maj. Gen. 
Aiten’s cavalry, at the Convent of Saca- 
parte, in front of Alf’ayates; the 2d and 
7th divisions, in second line, behind Al- 
fayates; and Lieut. Geiig,ral Graham’s 
corps on the left at Bisniiila, having their 
advanced guard l^ieyond the Villa Maior 
River, and Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
Ion Coilofi’icavalry near Ail'avates, onihe 
left of the 4ifi division, and having Gene¬ 
ral Pack’s and General M'Mahon’s bri¬ 
gades, at Nebulosa, on their left. The 
pi(|ut:t.s of the cavalry wore in firfiit of 
Aldea de Ponte, beyond the Villa Mainr 
River ; and those of General Allen’s bri¬ 
gade beyond the same river towards Fur- 
calfios.—It had been the enemy’s intenlioir 
to turn the left of the position of Guinaldo 
by moving a column into the valley of the; 
Upper Azava, and thence ascending tlie 
heights in the rear of the position by Cas- 
tillegos ; and from this column they de¬ 
tached a division ofinlaniry and fourteen 
stjiiadrons of cavalry lo follow our retreat 
by Albergaria, and another body of the 
same strength followed-us by Furcalhos. 
The foiiner altar ketl the picquets of the 
cavairy at Aldea ile Ponte,and drovetbem 
in; and they pushed on nearly as far as 
Allayates. 1 then made General Paken- 
liam attack them with his brigade of the 
4th division, supported by the Honourable 
Lieutenant-General Cole, and the 4th di¬ 
vision ; and by Sir Stapleton Cotton’s ca¬ 
valry; and the enemy were driven ihrougli 
Aldea dc Ponte, back upon Albergaria, 
and the piquets of the cavalry resumed 
their station.—-But ^he enemy having been 
reinforced by the troops which marched 
upon Furcalhos, again advanced about 
sun-set, and drove in the piquets of the ca¬ 
valry frofti Aldea de Ponte; and took pos¬ 
session of the village.—'Lieutenant-General 
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Cole again allatked lliem witli a pari of 
General Pakenliam’s brigade, and drove 
them through the village, but night having 
come qn, and as General Pakenhnni was ! 
not certain what was passing on iiis flanks, ' 
or of the numbers of tlq^ enemy, and he 
knew that the ar.nyVcre lo fall back still 
fariher,he evacuated the village, which ihe 
enemy occiipiedT, and^ield during tlic night. 
—On the 2.Sth, I Ibrmed the ai iny on the | 
heights behind soito, having the Sierra das ■ 
Mesas on ih- right, and the left Ueutio on j 
the Coa, about om: league in the roar of: 
the position w hich they had cccu|/itd on i 
the 27iH. Tlie cnomy also retired from i 
Aldea dc Ponte, and had their atlvaiicn! 1 
posts at AllH igavia; rnv.i as it ajipears that ■ 
liiey are about lo retire from this pan of ^ 
tlie coanii V, and as ue have alrcidy had I 
some bad weatiu r, and may expect more i 
at the period of the efjm.iooiia! g.ih’, I | 
propose to enroll i!ic tioops. — 1 (Gurnet: 
coiiciude this iveporl oi the oecorreiices of ■ 
the last wvek, vvi'lrnU (.xprefising lo your i 
Livr(lslii|j oiv ad.niraiion ol‘ the condui t ofj 
tile irc'iji'S eogaei'd in die alia,r ot thc‘25lh j 
iiisiaiii.—'liie conduct el the 2d h itial on 
3di regimeiil, coioio iided hy .Majoi Ridge, 
ill particular, aliiuds a iiieoiofahhi exam¬ 
ple of w'hat the sieadiness anti di-cipline 
of the troops, and tlieir confidence in their 
oflictrs, can elli'Ct, in the most difficult 
and trying siiu.itiotis. Tile conciuci ofllie 
?7iti regiiijeiit, under the command of 
Lieiiieii oit Calotiel I’lomhead'was equally 
(oiod, and I have never seen a more de¬ 
termined ati.ick than was nr.do by the 
wiiole of the ciuany’s cavalry, with every 
advaiiiage ol the assistaiiCe of a sijjierior 
aitdlery, ami repnisetl by tiiese two weak 
battalions.—I imist not omit also to report 
the good conduct on the same occasions, 
of the 2ist 1‘ortiigriese regiment, under ilio 
command of Col. Baceilar, and of Major 
Arenicliildi’s artillery-—The Portuguese 
infantry were not actually cliargi •!,- but 
Were repeatedly tiirealcned; .and tlrey 
sliewed the utmost steadiness and di.si ipiine 
both in the mode in wliich they prepared 
*<> receive the enemy, and in all the movc- 
nents of a retreat made ofer six miles of 
>iain, in front of superior cavalry and ar- 

dUry_The Poriiiguesc arliliery-meti al- 

ached to the gums, which were lor a ino- 
tieiu in the enemy’s possession, wci. cut 
'uvvn at their guns.—The infantry, upon 
lug occasion, ‘Were tinder the cointnand ot 
Wajor-Generid the Honourable C. Coi- 
?ille; Lieuienant-Geperal Picton hav- 
'>g rtmiatned with the troops at E! 


jBodon; and the conduct of Major- 
General CoIvtHe wa.s beyond all praise.-— 

■ Your Lord.ship will hive reserved by tht 
details of tilt: action which I have given 
yqp, how much reason I had to be satis- 
ilecl w ith the conduct of the 1st Hussars 
and llih Light Dragoons, of Major Gene¬ 
ral Alton’s Brigade. There were not 
more than three .squadrons of the two re¬ 
giments on the ground, this brigade hav¬ 
ing for some time furnished the cavalry 
for the out-posts of the army, and they 
cliarged the etipmy’s cav^alry repeatedly; 
and nniwiihstaiiciiiig the superiority of the 
latter, the post would luive been* main- * 
lained, if I bad not preferred to abandon 
it to risking the loss of those brave men, 
by continuing the unequal contest under 
additional clisadraiitages, in consequence 
of the iiumedia'e entry of fourteen bat¬ 
in'ions of Difanti y into the action, before 
I lie siippoi t uliicli I had ordered up could 
arrive.— Muj.ir Gc«eial Alien, add Lieu¬ 
tenant Colon! Is (dimming and Arents- 
cliildt, and the Oflicers of these regi¬ 
ments, par icsdiirly distinguished them¬ 
selves flpon this occa-ioii.— I have also 
to mention, iliat the Adjulant-General, 
Major-(Teiieral the Honourable C, Stewart 
being upon the field, gave his assistance 
as an Ol^cer of Cavaby, with his usual 
gallantry.—la the afiiiir of the 27th, at 
A Idea,tie Pome, Brigadier-General Pa- 
kenham, and the troops of the fourth di¬ 
vision, under the orders of Lieutenant- 
General Co!»‘, likewise conducted them- 
selvc-sreni.ark ibly well.—His Serene High¬ 
ness the Hereditary Prince of Orange ac¬ 
companied me during the operations 
which I have detailed to your Lordship, 
and was for the fir.st time in fire, and he 
conducted himseU’ vvith the spirit and in¬ 
telligence w ljich allbrd a hope that he will 
become an ornament of his profession.— . 
The enemy having collected, f«)r the ob- 
ijeot of relieving Ciudad Rodrigo, the 
Army of tin North, which were with¬ 
drawn from the attack which they com- 
mencctl on (ftiicrai Abadid, in Galiicia, 
'•in* which an! included 22 battalions of the 
I Jmperial Guard, and General Stvuham’s 
' d,‘vision of iiJllantry, composed of troops 
: rccomly arr ived in Spain from the Army 
I of Naple.s, arid now drawn from the fron- 
! tiers of Navarre, where they liad been 
employed in operations against Mina, to- 
i gether with five divisions* and all the ca¬ 
valry of the .army called of Portugal, cota- 
jrosing altogether an aruay than 

sixty thousand men, of which six tboup 
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«aTid were cavalry^ anj 125 pieces of ar> 
eitlery; I cndj^d not preteiid to maintain 
tbe blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, nor 
Coald any efibrts which 1 could make, 
prevent, or materially impede the coUfcc- 
tion of the supplies, or the march of the 
convoy for the .relief of that place.^ I did 
allthat 1 could expect to effect wifliout 
incurring the risk of great loss for no ob¬ 
ject, and as the reports, as usual, were so 
various in regard to the enemyreal 
strength, it was ^necessary that 1 should 
see t^ir army.—I have had no reports 
frojjst the North, since I addressed your 
Lordship last, nor from the South of Spain. 
—General Girard had collected at Me¬ 
rida, a small body of troops; but 1 ima¬ 
gine that he will break up this collection 
again, as soon ak he will hear that General 
Hill is at Portalegre.—I have the honour 
to be, &c. (Signed) Wellington. 

1. enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded, on the 25th ahd 27ih instant. 

Return qf Killed, Wounded, and Missing of 
. the Army, under the Comijuind his Ex¬ 
cellency General Lord (discount 'Welling¬ 
ton, K. B. in an Affair with the Eneiny, 
mthe'ihth of September, ISlJ, dn the 
fieiglas ef El Bodon. 

nth Light Dragoons—8 rankvand file, 
12 horses, killed; 1 Lieiit.-Coloncl, 1 

Lieutenant, 1 Quarter-Master, 3 Sesjcanls, 
10 rank and file, 14 horses, wounded. 

14th ditto—1 Lieutenant, 2 rank and 
file, 5 horses, wounded ; I horse missing. 

l6th ditto—2 horses killed ; 1 Serjeant, 

7 rank' and file, 1 horse wounded ; I rank 
and file, 2 horses, missing. 

1st Hussars, King’s German Legion—I 
Serjeant, 4 rank and file,23 horses, killed; 
2 Captains, 4 Serjeants, ‘1 Trumpeter, 27 
Vsmk and file,2<J horses, wonaded; 5 rank 
snd file, missing. 

2d Batt. 5th Foot—5 rank and file 
killed ; 1 Captain, 1 Serjeant, 12 rank and 
file. Wounded.' 

Ist Batt. 45fhFoot—1 Serjeant miHsing. 
T7th Foot—4 rank and filg killed; 14 
rank and file wounded; 5 rank and ffle' 
missing. «. , 

S?d Batt. 83d Foot—5 rank and file 
kilted; 1 Serjeant, I3 rankapd file'Wound¬ 
ed ; 1 dcumxner, 4 r|uik and file, missing. 

1st Batt. S8th foot—5 rank and file 
missing. 

94th Foot— 1 rank and file missing. 
Total British loss— 1 Seijeant, 29 rank 
and file, S7 horses killed; I Lieutenant- 
Colonel, S Captain!i, 2 Lieutenants, 1 


Quarter-Master, 10 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 
85 rank and file, 49 horses, wounded ; i 
Serjeant, 1 Drummer, 21 rank and file, 3 
horses, missing. 

Total Portuguese loss—1 rank and file 
killed; 5 rank aijd file wounded; 1 
Drummer, I rank and file, ml&sing. 

General total—1 Serjeant, 27 rank and 
file, 37 horses, kille‘d ; 1 Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel, 3 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, i Quarter- 
Master, 10 Serjeants, I Drummer, 90 rank 
and file, 49 horses, wounded; 1 Serjeant, 

2 Drummers, 22 rank and file, 3 horses, 
missing. 

N.B. The 14th and l6th LightDragoons 
engaged near Espeja, on tbe left of the 
army. (Signed) Chaules Stewart, 
Maj. General and Adj,-General. 

Litl of Officers wounded on the 25th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1811. 

Mill Light Dragoons—tieut.-Col. Cum¬ 
mings, slightly ; Lieut. King, severely. 
14th ditto—Lieut Hall, slightly. 

1st Hussars, King’s German Legion- 
Captains Burgrnaii and Poten, severely. 

2d Batt. 5th Foot—Capt. Ratnus,s]ightly. 

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, qf 
the Army under the Command of his Excel¬ 
lency Gen. Lord Viscount Wellington, K. B. 
in an Affair with the Enemy, near Aldea 
de Ponte, an the 21th of September, 1811. 

Royal Horse Artillery—1 Lieutenant, 
wounded. 

5d Dragoon Guards—4 horses, wounded. 
Ist or Royal Dragoons—I horse, killed; 

3 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded; 1 
rank and file, 1 horse, missing. 

4th Dragoons— I horse, missing. 
r2t.h Light Dragoons—2 horses, killed,' 
2 rank and file, 3 .horses, wounded; 4 
rank and file, 4 horses, missing. 

1st Batt. 7th Fusileers—9 rank and file, 
killed ; 4 Captain, 3 Lieutenants, 1 Ser¬ 
jeant, 28 rank and file, wounded. 

1st Batt. 23d Foot—1 Captain, 2 ranl^ 
and file, killed; 1 Major, 1 Captain, 13 
rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, 
missing. 

1st Batt. 48th ditto—1 Captain, I Sen 
jeant, 1 Drummer, 5 rank and file, wound* 
ed ; 2 rank and file, missing. 

5th Batt, 60th ditto.(I Company attach¬ 
ed to the Hoq. Major-Gen. Cole)-^l Cap' 
tain, wounded. 

Light Infantry Brnnswiclt Oels (I Com 
pany attached to 4th Division of Infantry 
—1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and fih 
wounded. 
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Total British loss~l Captain, 12 rank 
and file, 3 horses, killed ; I Major, 4 Cap^ 
tains, 4 Lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 1 Drum¬ 
mer, 54 rank and file, 14horses, wounded; 

rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 

Total Portuguese lpssJ«-l rank and file, 
killed; 1 Serjeant, ]0 rank and file, 
wounded; I ra^^k and file, missing. 

Total general loss—1 Captain, IS rank’ 
and file, 3 Jjorses, killed ; 1 Major, 4 Cap¬ 
tains, 4 Lieutenants, 3 Serjeants, I Drum¬ 
mer, 64 rank and tile, 14 horses, wounded; 
9 rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 

N. B., One Serjeant and one Horse of 
the 18th Hussars (Orderly to the Hon. 
Major-General Charles Stewart), missing, 
supposed to'be taken prisoner. 

(Signed) Charles Stewart, 
Maj.-General and Adj.-General. 

Return qf Officers killed and wounded, on the 
21th of September, 1811. • 

Killed. —1st Batt. 23d Foot—Capt. C. 
Courtland. 

Wounded. — Royal Horse Artillery — 
Lieut. Dunn, sererely, not dangerously. 

7th Fusileers—Capt. Willy, severely; 
Lieuts. Seton, Wallace, and Barrington, 
slightly, 

23d Foot—Major and Brevet-Lieute* 
nant-Colonel Pearson and Captain Payne, 
severely. 

1st Batt. 48th Foot—Capt. Turnpenny, 
slightly. * 

5th Batt. 60th ditto—Captain Prevost, 
severely. • 

Frexada, October 2,1811. 

Since I a(fdressed you on the 29ih of 
September, I hare learned that the enemy 
retired from Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, 
the Army of the North towards Salamanca, 
and it is said, Valladolid; and the Army 
of Portugal towards Banos and Placentia. 
—Girard’s division of the 5th corps, which 
I informed j’our Lordship had been col¬ 
lected at Merida, has fetired from thence, 
and has again been cantoned in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Zafra.—I likewise learn that 
General Foy, who had advanced as far as 
Zarza Major, in the valley of the Allegon,’ 
with his own division, and one of the 
Army of the Centre, has retired towards 
Placentia. 

Spain. — Head Suartars at Valladolid. 

(Concluded from page 480. J 
Ordinance. , 

2. AH such individuals shall be bound 

return tp their homes in the oourse of 


one month, in default of which, they •ball 
be considered'as forming gai t of the bands 
of insurgents, and all their property shall 
be confiscated; all persons owing them 
nititB, and their debtors of every descrip¬ 
tion whatever, are forbidden to make their 
payments in any other way but into the 
hanUs of the administrators of the national 
domains. 

3. Tlie fathers, mothers, brothers, sis¬ 
ters, children, and nephews of such indi¬ 
viduals are declared responsible, both in 
their property and in their persons^ lor 
every act of spoliation yommitteijti^ th«^ 
insurgents upon peaceable citia«iis, or 
upon their properly. 

4. *lf any inhabitant is carried ofl'from 
his home, three of the nearest relatives of 
a brigand shall be immediately arrested, 
to serve as hostages; if this individual ia 
put to death by the bands, the ho.stages 
shall be shot immediately ; and without 
any form of proebss, 

5. Every person who shall absent him¬ 
self from his township, for more than 
eight fjsrys, (to commence from the publi¬ 
cation of (he present ordinance), without 
peraiission, shall be considered as having 
gone over to the bands; all his property 
shall be sequestrated, and sold afttr th« 
expiration of three months; all his rela¬ 
tives within the degrees mentioned in th« 
3d Article shall be put under arrest. 

6. No inhabitant can remove from his 
township, without being provided with a 
passport, which shall be given him for a 
limited time. This passport shall only be 
given upon thq certificate of two resident 
householders in the township, who shall 
be sureties, that at the expiration of th* 
time mentioned in the passport, he who » 
the bearer shalf have returned to his town¬ 
ship, or shall have shewn chat he resided 
in places occupied by the French army. 
In failure of which, the two sureties shall 
be arrested, and put in prison. 

7. Every inhabitant of towns wherCk 
thele is a Commissary of police, shall pro- 
jiide binisijlf with a card of security. 

8. Domreiliar}' visits shall be made, in 

•pursuance of the orders of Commandants of 
Towns, at periods which they shall deem 
proper: evpry individual unprovided with 
a card of security, shall be iramediately 
arrested, and sent to prison ; the public 
functionaTies*alone aretcxccpted from thk 
order. , 

9. In like manner those shall be arrested 

who have given an asylum to any indi¬ 
vidual unprovided with a passport or 
card of security. • 
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10. Whoever ihall be convicted of hav* 
itig held correspondence wHh the brig' 
andsj shall be pAnished with death. 

11. All correspondence with the inha* i 
bitants of districts occupied by insurgentii 
is prohibited ; those who receive letters 
from such districts must give them to the 
Commandants of towns, or to CoAitrtiS' 
sioners of Police, where there are such. 

J2. Infractions of the preceding article 
shall be punished with ten years imprison- 
inent. 

i:J. The Governbrs-General of the dif¬ 
ferent Governments, and the liueiidant- 
VJeneral, are charged, each in his own de¬ 
partment, with the execution of the present 
ordinance, which shall be printed, pub 
Sished, and fixed up in all the usual places. 

(Signed) Marshal, Duke of Is’mia. 

By his Excellency the General in Cliief. 

(Signed) De Bkogue, 

Auditor of the Council of State, Secre¬ 
tary-General of the GoveiDment. 

Head Quarters at Valladolid, June 5. 

• Genet al Orders., ^ \ 

It is ordered that all the Magistrates and 
Alcaldes of towns that are within (oor 
leagues distance of any fortress or post 
occu|jsed by the troops of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, do give immediate in- 
for naiion of the movement or halt of any 
parties of bi ieainls within their distrittt. to 
the nearest Freneli Commandants, and this 
under pain of military execution.—It is 
:i]sn ordered, that the Alcaldes and Magis¬ 
trates of towns and villaees do give in¬ 
formation io every French detachment on 
its march on ihe high road, of all the con¬ 
cealed positions which the parties of 
brigands mav have formed wiihio their 
district.—Wlienever a (fetachment of 
troops is attacked on the road, an i the in- 
habitants of the town upon whose.terri¬ 
tory the attack took place have not given 
information of the concealed post or am 
puscade to the Commander of the detach¬ 
ment, the town shall he given up to <;)il- 
lage, and the most culpable inhabitants 
ihall be arrested, and delivered over to sf 
Military Commission; and in,case of any, 
repetition of the same circumstance the 
town shall be burnt—The ringing ofebelis 
on the .approach of French troops is pro¬ 
hibited. The person who gives or exe¬ 
cutes orders for rpiging of bells oa such 


orders’shall be printed, and posted up on 
the principal gate of the churches of all 
the towns.—The Military Chiefs and 
Commandants of Fortresses are especially 
charged with the axeculionof these orders. 
—By command of Marshal Ike Duke of 
Istria, General in Chief of the army of the 
North of Spain. * ^ 

Baroii Lecsmus, Chief of the Staff. 


THE BANK MEETING. 

September IP, 1811, 

To day a Half Yearly Meeting of the 
Proprietors of Bank Stock was held, when 
Mr. Clifford rose and made a variety of 
oiiservaiions for the purpose of shewing 
that the extraordinary profits recently 
made, entitled the Propiietors to an in¬ 
crease of ,5 per cent, on the present divi¬ 
dend. "The dividend of lU-per cent, w&s 
now, by the depreciation of paper, of much 
less real amount tli ju at the period when it 
was first declared. In justice to the Pro¬ 
prietors, therefore, the addition was impe- 
liously called for, as well as upon the 
ground of the great augmentation of the 
profits upon all the different concerns of 
the Bank. Ho was prepared to sImiw that 
tfiere was a large excess in the hands of 
the Directors, wiiich he conceived ought 
to be divided among the Proprietors. 
Mr. Clifford then entered into a state-* 
ment of the sums derived by the Bank 
upon the various iterqs of the rise in thi^ 
nominal valu.. of the dollar token, the 
charges for managing the national debt, 
the profits on dead stock, lottery prizes, 
unclamied dividends. &c. which he stated 
to be on the average, since 1S0(J, 702,401/. 
a year. He then contended at consider¬ 
able length, that the ‘issue of notes had 
been excessive, and that until reduced, it 
would be unavailing to issue siher tokens, 
since the growing depreciation would al¬ 
ways destroy the equilibrium between 
them and the paper, and the evil now so 
generally felt and complained of, the 
Want of small change, must remain incu¬ 
rable. The emission of every single addi¬ 
tional note operated to raise the price of 
bullion, and of all the necessaries of life.—• 
The price of the quartern loaf was now 
Itid. t 

(To be continued, j 


Vubl.iiaeU by K. BAUSHAW, Brydnes-Street. Covent- GardenSold also by J.BUBD, Pall-Mall. 

Tr& Rutvd, retcrban»Jii4:diirt. ncel-Striet. ” 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American Statb|, -In the Letters, 

which 1 did myself^ie honour to address 
to the Prince Regent upon the subject of 
the dispute with America, I observed, that, 
in thejrresent state of the matter, it was im¬ 
possible to say, which of the two ships, the 
Little Belt or the President, fire5 the first 
shot. That point, however, pow appears 
to have been settled by a Court (fi In¬ 
quiry, held at New-York, by order of 
the American Goyerninent, an abstract 
of the Proceedings of which Court will 
be found in another part of iRis Num¬ 
ber.-From these proceedings it ap¬ 

pears, that about tw>enty witnesses were 
examined, and that ail of them, except 
three, were quite positive as to the fact, 
that the first shot was fired by the Little Belt. 
The three who were not quite positive as 
to this point, said, that they believed the 
first shot was fired by the Little Bell: .hut 
that they were notin a situation actually 
to see the flash, and to be quite sure of the 
matter. The rest swear that they both 

.saw ihe flash and heard the report.- 

One would think, that, after this, there 
• could be no longes any di.spute about the 
fact; buf, so far from such aconclusion hav¬ 
ing been efrawn by our venal prints, they, 
on the contrary, treat the proceedings of 
this Court with perfect contempt, and all 
the witnesses who .swore to the fact, they 

treat as perjured men-The Times, with 

a degree of insolence rarely to be met 
with, even amongst writers secure of im¬ 
punity, say.s: “ It has, as we predicted, 
“ become a matter of downright swearing; 
“ and it is hard to say we do not believe 
“ 80 many men, who declare upon oath 
*' that our vessel fired the first gun : veL 
“ in plain F.nglish, we do not; butare will- 

ing to aitribuie their deviation from trutji 
" to error, rather than to intentional false- 

*' hood.”-This last part is even more 

insolent than the rest; for, error was im¬ 
possible, where twen^ people swore positive¬ 
ly, that they saw the flash and heard the 
report; fhat they were all both eye and 
ear vvitne.sses of the fact. " A matter of 
downright swearing!’* And thus all these 
Officers and Petty Officers »f a Frigate 
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i/re’to be held forth as perjured wretqhes 
bedluse their evidence dues not suit the 
purposes of these writers.—^—The Courier, 
which yields to none now except the 
Times, says: "Notwithstanding the evl- 
" dence ofthe.se perSons, we still must ad- 
" here to our belief in the' veracity of 
" Capt. Bingham’s statement. For, efen 
" putting out of our consideration the irn- 
“ •probability that a sloop of war should 
" commence hostilities within pistol shot 
" of a large 44 gun frigate, we have Cap- 
" tain Bingham receiving from his com- 
“ manding Officer, Admiral Sawyer, just 
" before he sailed, most positive directions to 
" be particulariy careful not to give any just 
" cause of offence to the Government or sub» 
“jects of the United States.’* We cannot, 
" tlfp-tforf, believe that he would, tlfb very 
"first time he met an American ship, fly 
V in the face of these orders; and for what 
" purpjose ? to draw down hostilities upon 
" his little ship from a large 44* gun fri- 
" grJle which he could not expect to take, 
" and which could not do but the greatest 
‘•'•injury both to his crew and vessel. But 
" it will be said, are we prepared to believe 
" «// thg witnesses examined in America per- 
“juredf We reply, and are w'e to give 
" up Captain Bingham and his Officers, 
“ and believe them perjured ? They declare, 
“ that after the second hail the American 
" frigate fired, not a single gun, but a 
" broadside; that the Little Belt did not 

“ fire the firlt.”-Now, in the first place, 

I have sever seen the proceedings of any 
Court, where the Officers of Captain Bing¬ 
ham were sworn. I have seen his Letter, in¬ 
deed, giving an account of the aflair; but, 
I have never seen the report of any trial 
Aipon the subject, nor ^o I believe, that any 

thing qf the kind has taken place.-The 

Letter of Captain Bingham is, indeed, indi¬ 
rect opivisiiion tnthe oaths of thewitnesses 
in America. But, is this letter to be op- 
pbsed to those oaths, when we come to 
speak o^ the matter seriously.^ Is the bare 
word of one man, and that man too the 
parly accused^ to be set up against the clear 
oaths of twenty eye and ear witnesses? 
Such a. thing was never heard of before ; 
and the attempt bespeaks a total want of 

impartiality.-But, says the Courier, we 

T 
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roust either believe the American witnesses 
to be all perjured, or must believe Captain 
Btnghm to be poured. Even in this 
case, svno would believe, wbat juryman 
would believe man’s oath against the 
of tiocBfy men ? This, however, is not 
a rair way of stating the case; for, we 
have no oath of Captain Bingham; and^ if 
we had, I should be inclined to impiiti| it 
to«Tor,a8 the Times does in the case' of 
the American Witnesses; for, such an 
error onr man might fall into, but for twenty 
men to fall into an .error as to a fact 
of which they swear they were eye and ear 

witnesses, is impossible.- ^The Courier 

opposes to all these positive statements 
upon oath, probabilities. He says, that it 
is improbable, that a sloop of war shoufd 
have attacked a frigate; and, then, he 
says, tha^, besides. Captain Bingham had 
such positive Orders from his Commodore 
not to do liny thing to give just cause of 
offence to the American (^vernment or 
People. If this reasoning were of any 
weight, who that transgressed any order 
or anyjaw, would ever want a ^defence ? 
According to this the more positive <Jie 
law, and the more flagrant the violation of 
it, the stronger would be the presumptiotl 
in favour^ of the inculpated person. Yet, 
Hi the existence of the Orders here referred 
to, does this writer find that wheneb he 
concludes, and would have his readers 
conclude, that a fact, attested by twenfy 

eye and ear witnesses, is false.-There is 

another fact attested by these witnesses, 
namely, that the American guns were 
loaded with nothing but.round and ^ape 
shot, while Captain Bingham, in his Letter 
(page 212 ot this Volume) says, that bits of 

old iron were fired at him.-1 do not 

wish to dwell upon this subject, and am 
quite willing to attribute Captain Bing¬ 
ham s statement to error; but, I must be¬ 
lieve the oaths of twenty men in prefer¬ 
ence to Mie assertion of one man, however 
respectable be may be in point of cha¬ 
racter, and hovvever anxiously I may wisl\ 
that his assertion were correct,—By a 

contrary decision what should I do?> Why, 

I should pronounce all the . world to be liars, 
our own nation excepted; I shouW put all 
the rest of the world out of the pale pf 
credence; I should assume, what would 
be intolerablOven to think of, that, from 
the moment any nation came to have a 
dispute with England,^hat Hation ought to 
he considered as totally unworthy of be¬ 
lief in any case whatever. In private life, 
who is so unbearable as the man who is at- 
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tn the right f The pest i> iM>t mere to 
be shunned than such a man. And, will 
not tite same rule apply to ilktions * A 
wwr with soch a nation mostvnecemarily 
be a war of externfination; for, who is to 
make peace with those, who lay it down 
ae a maxim, that thi^e who are opposed- to 
them are tiever to be believed f ——'Ine Times 
has applied to the officers on board the 
President, the remarks as to the little 
credit generally due m American fnerchant 
Captains. But, how wide is the difference ? 
These Captains hare been, for twenty 
years, carrying on a profitable commerce 
under forgM papers and false manifestoes i 
To the dis^ace of nations the revenue 
laws have eiven rise to a species of fals# 
swearing, vrUteh, from being so common, 
scarcely any man looks upon as perjury; 
and, it is well known, that a white lie and a 
Custom-home oath have long been terms al¬ 
most synonymous. Is tbere any compa¬ 
rison between oaths thus taicen and the 
oaths taken upon the occasion of which we 
are speaking t If these masters and lieu¬ 
tenants and midshipmen and petty officers 
swore falsely, it must be well known to 
the rest of the crew; and, will the reader 
believe, that any twenty men in the world, 
except they were taken from on board the 
Hulks, would, under such circumstance-s, 
be guilty of the crime of false-swearing; 
that they would, and without any interested 
object to answer, voluntarily thus expose 
themselves to be held in abhorrence by 
their comrades and their country I 1 think 
not; I think that no mdn of sense and of 
common candour will believe, or affect to 
believe, this ; and, therefore, I must con¬ 
clude, that it is now a settled point, that 

the Little Belt did fire the first shot. -If 

this be, so, then, what will those persons 
now say, who before so 'loudly Cried out 
for satisfaction f The satisfaction now 
makes an item on the other side of the ac¬ 
count. Let us hope, however, that, as 
satisfaction was really taken upon the spot, 
the matter will now rest, and be forgotten 
as soon as possible; and, very soon it 
would be forgotten, were there not soch 
swarms of venal writers to fan the embers 
of ill-will, and by every species of con¬ 
tumely to work into enemies those who 

would fain be our friends,-In the same 

article where the Cqurier speaks of the 
American witnesses as unworthy of belief, 
he takes occasion to complain of the viru¬ 
lence against this country displayed by 
tlie American writers. «» The American 
“ Editors we more than usually cOjjtrK 
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*' and TiAlent againtt this country, and par* 
*• tiduiarly against our revered and affikted 
*• Monarch, upon whose venerable head ail 
" possible scurrilities are accumulated/’ 
•—this be true, it is, as far as relates to 
the King, very unmanly, and I am sure it is 
confine^ to a smarfl pbrtion of the public 
prints in America, where the great majo¬ 
rity of the people are of too reflecting a 
turn to be pleased with any such like mat¬ 
ter. But, unmanly as it is, it does not 
surpass what we have seen in the Morn¬ 
ing Post and the Courier, the former of 
whom has distinctly asserted, that Buona- 
partd and his ministers boasted of being 
addicted to the horrid crimes <jf the Vere Street 
gang; and both prints have been, and are, 
in the constant habit of cdlHng the em¬ 
press of France the mistress of Buonaparte, 
and his son a bastard. This is full as un¬ 
manly as any thing that can have been 
said by the American editors respecting 
the King; and, though one bad art does 
not justiiy another, it does not become 
those, who are themselves guilty of such 
acu, to stand foremost as the accusers of 
others who are guilty in the same way. 
——But, have the Americans had no pro¬ 
vocation Not to be scurrilous on the 
King, especially in bis present unhappy 
state, I allow ; but, have not the fenal 
prints in England been guilty of scurrili¬ 
ties against their President ? Is there a 
term of reproach which they have not 
conferred upon him ? Is there an expres¬ 
sion conveying contempt which they have 
not used as applicable to him ? Have they 
not even broadly as.serted, that be has be¬ 
trayed his country to France ? And, have 
they not appealed fur the proof to the 
publications of Mr. Smith, who has noto¬ 
riously been guilty of the most shameful 
breach of confidence, and who is an object 
of scorn with every upright bun that has 
beard his name mentioned i Arid, is it 
after all thi$ that they complain, that they 
find the face to complain, of the coarseness 
and violence of the American writers against 
this country ? What, then, our venal writers 
are to abuse and insult whomsoever they 
please; they are to Calumniate and vilify 
every one who acts in opposition to th'eir 
views; and, if any one attempts to reta¬ 
liate, he is to be accused of coarseness and 
violence ! This is the way they deal with 
their domestic opponents: they do that 
with impunity; but, it is jiot so with re¬ 
gard tc foreign nations, who, in one way 
or another, never fail to make England 
su^er for these outrages of )t| venal press. 


-In the articles, upon which ! have 
been observing, mention is made of a de¬ 
sign on the part of the^merican Govern¬ 
ment to lay an Embargo, at which measure 
our writers affect to laugh. They say that 
America has tried it before, and was glad* 
to abandon it.——They do not advert to 
^9 change that has since taken pla(% iri 
thi^situation of America; they do not 
peiriseive, that, since the year 1307, Ame¬ 
rica has reared manufactories nearly-equal 
to the supply of her own wants. Lord 
Sheffield, at the last Lewes Wool Fair, 
fell into the same mistake. He there told 
his bearers, that America must deal with 
us fur cloth; that she could obtain it in 
no other country ; that, if she excluded 
our woollens for a year or two, she must 
make up for it by larger importations af¬ 
terwards. How deceived he was! How 
little did he know of what had taken place 
in America during the last four years! 
How little dyl he know of the immense 
quantity of woollens, since that time, fa¬ 
bricated in the American States! The pre¬ 
sent^ non;importation law will tend to in¬ 
crease the manufacturing establishments 
in America; manufacturers will follow 
the manufactories; and capital will follow 
too, where capital is wanted. Of the raw 
material America will have a superabun¬ 
dance, and manufacturers are soon taught. 

-The following paragraph, from the 

'liMES, three days ago, will aflbrd a spe¬ 
cimen of what is]! and long has been, going 
on : “ Yesterday se’nnight, a discovery 

was made at Liverpool, which is of con- 
“ siderahle importance to our manufactories. 
" In consequence of private information 
« received by Mr. Miller, Superintendant 
" of the Police, at Liverpool, that a man 
“ of the ni^e of Hugh WagstafT bad ar- 
" rived in Liverpool from Manchester, for 
" the purpose of (mnveying implements used 
“ in mantfaciures lo America, Mr. Miller 
" found WagstafT out, and watched his 
“ movements. He observed him go se- 
veral times on board the American‘ship 
" called the Vernon, bound to New 

" York. The information Mr. Miller had 
" received stated, that the implements were 
"inbokes; and yesterday se’nnigbt, he 
‘I observed WagstafT assisting in loading a 
** cart with boxes, and then watched them 
** to the water-side, and cofitinued his ob- 
" servations till he saw some of the boxes 
" put on board life Mount Vernon j the 
" ofTence not being complete tilLthe boxes 
" were put- on board. Mr. Miller then 
<• took WagstafT into custody, and seized 
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twenty-three boxes.^ On opening them, 
" they proved to contain spindle^, tohich are 
•• mea in the spinning of cotton. The pri- 
•' soner was taken before JamesDrinkwater, 
" Esq. the Mayor, and has been committed 
“ to Lancaster Castle, for trial at the ensu- 
f ing Assizes, under the Act of 21 Geo. III. 

#>ap. 37Does the reader believe, lrhE(f 
these spindles would have been purchased 
if there had not been hands in America 
to nsc them ? The non-importation Act of 
America would have prevented the land¬ 
ing of the spindles; but, the shipper knew, 
doubtless, before-hand; that he could 
shi() them without risk, and that a relaxa¬ 
tion of the law would be obtained in his 

favour.-Well: the spindles will not go 

in this instance; but, is it to be believed, 
that prevention will take place in all cases ? 
And, if that were possible, what then ? 
Why then the Spindle-makers would go to 
the place where spindles are wanted to be 

made.-No: there is np longer any 

dependence on the part of America upon 
England for manufactures any more than 
there .is a political dependence. , The 
connection might have existed for sfime 
years yet to come, had it not been cut 
asunder by ourdisputes; but, it is clearljr 
the wish,of the American government, and 
»ot less clearly the interest of their country 
that the connexion should cease: or, at 
least, that it should not be so close as^it 
was.—-—And, as to exports from America, 
who would sufi'er from a stop being put to 
them by an Embargo.^ Our revenue ; our 
navy ; our courts of admiralty ; our half 
ruined West-lndia planters; and, which 
is not to be forgotten, our armies in Spain 
and Portugal and the miserable people of 
those countries. The provisions consumed 
at Cadiz, at Lisbon, at Oportos at Corunna, 
for the last four years, have, in great part, 
gone from the lJnile<| States, w*ho have 
sent hither all sorts of salt meat, flour, In¬ 
dian-corn, wheat, oats, and even potatoes 
and hap! A curious fact, and one quite de¬ 
cisive as to the state of Portugal, is, that 
hay has been carried from JS^ew-England 
to Lisbon, and has produced a good" profit! 
As to oats, I have been (credibly informed, 
that, in one instance, a cargo from Rhode 
Island brought the owner thirty-times the 
.original cost,^besides paying freight and 
insurance—AThat many persons in Ame¬ 
rica would also suffer from an Embargo, 
there can be no doubt. It would ruin 
many merchants and ship-owners; it 
would injure the owners of wharfs and 
•bouses in the sea-ports; but, this is tl^e 


only way of effectually checking^ the 
growth -of those sea-ports, and to do that 
is, I believe, an object of policy with the , 
American government, an object, too, the 
accomplishment of which, in my opinion, 
the freedom and happiness of their country 

calls for at their iiands.-should 

hear very dismal stories about wheat and 
flour and beef and pork«nd butter and fish 
being a drug. If they were a drug one 
year, they would not be so the n*xt year. 
Less of them would be raised. Fewer 
handii would be employed in raising them, 
and more in making implements, furniture, 
and wearing apparel. Instead of entploy- 
ing a part of the population to raise food 
to send to England, to feed manufac¬ 
turers who Aake goods for American use, 
the Americans would *employ that same 
part of their population in making the 
goods at home. And would not this be 
better.^ Would not this make her more 
independent than she was before I Here, 
therefore, we see the grounds of the policy 
of the American government; and, tome, 

very suflicient grounds they appear.- 

It is clear, then, that every thing which 
tends to weaken the connexion with Eng¬ 
land mu^l be desired by the American go¬ 
vernment, upon the ground of national po¬ 
licy ; and, besides, it is to be observed, 
that the party who are opposed to the men 
at present in power are, in fact, iaEnglisk 
party ; so Uiat to all the other motives for 
cutting up the connection with England, 
there is that of crippling for ever this party, 
which, while it is in open hostility to th« 
government party, is suspected, and with 
but too much reason, to be; in heart, not 
less hostile to the freedom of the American 

People.-Yet, surel}', all this may take 

place in America without giving offence 
tons? The Americans have a right to do 
what they please in their own country. 
“Their ships will rot” Well, let them 
rot: that is nothing to us. They will not 
then excite, our envy. But if we will 
not suffer them either to navigate the 
sea or to rot at home in quiet, we may, 
&t Hast, smart for our conduct. The 
Americans- have ifo navy worth speak¬ 
ing of, nor have they, perhaps, the pe¬ 
cuniary means of making a great navy ; 
hut Napoleon has; all he wants is sea¬ 
men, and America pessesses a good hun¬ 
dred thousand of the best in the whole 
world. It would be a lamentable thing to 
see the ships of France mabned and com¬ 
manded by Americans; but, it is far from 
imposiible^ for, if we will not luffec thc 
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Americans to navigate the sea, .those of 
them who live by the sea will assuredlv 
go to man the ships of France. Wisdom”, 
in case of a war with us, would dictate to 
the Ameiicaus to swell out their army and 
navy as yttle as possible; but, it would, at 
the same time, dictate to them to do all in 
their power towards completing and aug¬ 
menting the fleets of France ; and, in this 
way, they might and would become most 
formidable enemies to us. With their as¬ 
sistance Napoleon would not be long in 
sending his fleets to sea. The moment a 
war was declared against America, Ame¬ 
rican oflicers and seamen would flock to 
the French navy, w here they would be re¬ 
ceived with open arms, and* w'ould meet 
with all sorts of favours. Emolument, ho¬ 
nours, distinction, revenge ; #all would 
unite to push them into the French service, 
and won id urge tilem to deeds •of valour 
tv hen there. When, therefor^, our venal 
w'riters are cutting their jokes upon the 
warlike means of America, they, as usual, 
forget that there are two lights in w'hich 
the matter may be victved. The state of 
America is changed. Her own resources 
have now rendered her indopcnderit of 
England. She wants to live in peace; 
but, if you force her into war; if youVill 
make it a question of who can do the other 
the most mischief, the mischief you can 
do her is neither great nor lasting, while 
that which she can do you may be mortal. 

■ Under these circumstances, the va¬ 
pouring of the Times and the Courier 
might as well be spared. Their abuse of 
the American President can do no good. 
If, with a curse, they could, as I make no 
doubt they would,- take away his power 
and enslave his country, then there might 
be some sense In what they are doing. 
But, they cannot take a particle from his 
power or his character; and the pebple of 
America will continue to be an eye-sore 
to tyranny, in spite of all the execrations 
poured out on them by the venal press of 
England. 

. • 

Sp\im.- French Account of the late 

cjperfl/jojw.——The French papers have 
brought us an official report of the Duke 
of Ragusa of the late affair with our army 

near Rodrigo.-This account does not, 

as to the event of the partial actions that 
took place, differ materially from our own 
official account. Both agree, that our 
army had blockaded Rodrigo* and that, 
upon the approach of the &encb, the 
blockade was raised.——The French gife 
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an Bccouty^ more in their own favour than 
we do; but; it does not materially differ as 
far as relates to what took place. The 
great* difference is, as to the of the^ 
opposite armies, and the consecjuences ex¬ 
pected to result from these operations, 
r-f—Our Commander’s account says, that 
he found himself unable to meet the 
French, and that, therefore, he retired, 
having by his blockade of Rodrigoy com¬ 
pelled the French to draw a large army to 
that spot, by which»means he made a di¬ 
version very favourable to the Spaniards. 
The Duke of Ragusa«ays, on the contr»ry, 
that the Spaniards complain of us for hav¬ 
ing left them exposed. This may not be 
true ; but, one thing is, 1 think, clear from 
these dispatches, and that is, that the 
French might have pursued us further if 
they had been so inclined.——^This was, 
indeed, clear enough before; for, if we 
could not facQ them in a fortified camp, 
how were we to face them when compelled 
by them to quit that camp ? Our Com¬ 
mander speak.s as plain as man caa speak, 
upAn this occasion. He says, he could 
not pretend to meet the French with their 
Superior force. Indeed, it was absolutely 
necessary for him to say this; ^for, what 
else could account for his retiring from a 
spot, which he had taken such pains to 
strengthen ? If he had not explicitly stated 
his inability to meet the enemy upon this 
occasion, what would have been said of 
him. here; and especially after all the 
flourishing accounts that our ivewspapers 
had given us of his wonderful army and of 
the immense magazines that bad been con¬ 
veyed to it from Oporto.-^The French 

Commander had, on his part, too, some¬ 
thing to explain. He had to account 
not having pursued our army further. Ha 
had forced us out of an entrenched cai)|jip ; 
be bad made us retreat a good distance ; 
he had relieved Rodrigo before our eyes; 
and, its all this proved his great superiority 
pf numbers, why did he not pursue us I 
Why did he i\at push fts back again to the 
lines of Torres Vedras ?—r—His reasons 
are as follows, and they are interesting in 
the extreme. He says to the Minister of 
war : " About the beginning of Septem- 
“ ber, Hearned that seven divisions of the 
“ English army were all assembled on the 
" Coa ; that they blockaded Ciudad Ro- 
drigo; that they were collecting fascines 
“ and gabions at Fuentc Guinalio ; that 
“ the works of their entrenched cam|j at 
“ Fuente Goinaldo were already advanced, 
‘**andthat even the besieging equipage bad 
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•< arrived there from dporto. I,then pro- 
" posed to General J)orsenne, to join him 
** with a part of my army, in order to raise 
“ the siege of Ciudad llodrigo, to supply 
it with provisions for a long time, to take 
'' the entrenched camp of the enemy, his 
*' magazines, and park of besieging artil*, 

** lery, and, in short, to give him battle, 

** and pursue him as far as was co’-'paiible xvilh 
" the general plan cf operations which pour 
Highness communicated to me in pour last 
" letter in cypher; a plan which embraces all 
*• these regions. I have now the satisfaction 
o&nnnouncing to your Highness, that our 
••arms have' been completely succesful.” 
And, at the close of his dispatch, he says; 
_—“ IVe should have followed the enemy to 
•' the lines of Lisbon, where we should have 
" been able to form a junction with the 
•• army of the South, which, completely 
•• entire, has in its front only the division 
•• of General Hill, had the moment been come 
*• which is fixed for the catastrophe of the Eng~ 

•• lish.” -From these passages, it appears 

clear tg me, that the intention of ,the 
French is not to put a speedy end to the 
war in Portugal. This was my decided 
opinim before, because it appeared to me,' 
for the res^sons, which I have several times 
stated, that it was the best line of policy 
that the French could pursue, to keep 
Portugal as a drain upon England, and tp 
pail all our efibrts to that one spot. But, 
now we have what seems to amount to 
' dear proof that this is the policy upon 
which they are acting.——The proof does 
not consist in Kagusa's saying so ; but in 
his actions,which say so much plainer than 
his words; for, here we hear him stating 
to the Minister of war: •• I marched against 
" the English; 1 drove them aut of their 
•• entrenched camp; 1 threw part of them 
intp great confusion.” And, why, then, 
bis master would have said, did you not 
pursue an army- which you had thus 
fleeing before you ? He would have an- 
twerled that question with his head, if he< 
had not had orders to act upon a plan which 
forbade such pursuit; and, it was as heces- 
sary to him to state, in his dispatch, that 
he did act upon such a plan, as it was ne¬ 
cessary to our CommanJer lo state, that 
want of force disabled him* td meet 
the French and compelled him to re¬ 
treat,—Our venal prints affect to laugh 
at these parts of Ragusa’s dispatch, and 
treat them as empty excuses for not hav¬ 
ing been able to do more than he did. 
But, is Napoleon to be amused with empty 
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have talked of these plans of pro^astina- 
lion, if such plans had had no existence r 
No: and the reader nmst be convmcM, 
that if Ragusa had not had instructions thus 
to act, be would have resorted to other re¬ 
presentations as a jultifieation foij bis not 
pursuing further an army that he says he 

had driven out of its entreachedcamp.-- 

The point, therefore, appears to me settled, 
that it is the. wish of the Frenchrto pro- 
tract the war with us in Portugal. This 
war has been, by some persons, said to 
costus l(H),000i.aday. Round numbers arc 
generally to be distrusted. This vrtmld 
amount to 36,000,000^. a year, which is so 
far beyond the bounds of credibility, that 
no man of common sense can believe it, 
the sum being almost twice as much as 
the cost of €he whole army in all parts of 
the world. But, that the war is very 
co.stly no one can doubt j tha^ it swallows 
a vast deal of the resources of the nation ; 
and that it is weakening h^r exceedingly 
and precipitating the fate of her finances. 

One answer to this is, that, if the army 
were not in Portugal, it would be some- 
where else abroad. I think it had better be 
no where else abroad ; but, it it must be, 
then it is a question with the French, 
whelUer Portugal is not the precise place 
where it is likely to do her the least 
harm. She, in this case, will say :' Eng- 
‘ land has an army and she will send it 
‘ somewhere or the other to annoy me. 

• Now, which is the place where she will 

* do me the least mischief with that army. 
And, though I do not see where else we 
could do Napoleon more mischiei with 
this army, neither do I see where we 
could do him less. If the army were 
driven out of Portugal, it might go round 
and give him annoyance'in some parts of 
Spain. It might, at last, be pax afloat, for 
menaci'ng or attacking the empire of Na¬ 
poleon in various places, and thereby giv¬ 
ing him great annoyance. If, however, 
he were able wholly to destroy or capupt 
our army in Portugal, then it mightpossiify, 
though I do not say it would, be bis interest 
to do ihat without delay ; but, if that is 
not in bis power; if a pursuit of it could 
only end in sending it back to its lines at 
Lisbon, he is to consider, whether it be 
better for him to keep it employed in 
Portugal or to set it loos^ to be employed 
else where. And, next, if, upon tl»e whole, 
he finds it good policy to leave it in Por¬ 
tugal, he has to consider, whether it be 
best to shut jt up in the lines of Lisbon, oi 


0 xettses ? V/as it to him that a man would to keep it employed at a distance thence. 
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The latter is certainly the wise plan, as effect upon the nation that is living; and, 
long as its presence^ and operations do not when a people find their cause fail at the 
materially affect his proceedings against end of a long and sanguinary and arduous 
the'Spaniards; for, within the lines of contest, their discouragement never fails to 

Torres Vedras our army would be far less be great and lasting.-^The withdraw-* 

expensive to us ; ,tliere would be a much ing of the army from Portugal now would, 
less wasffe of life; our provisions and ma- doubtless, have the effect of discouraging * 
gazines woqld all be upon the spot, in- thfi nation; but that effect would not be 
stead of being, as they now must be, car- nearly so great as that of a compulsory 
l ied to ^uch a great distance and at an evacuation at a year or two or three from 
pxpence so enormous. The further, there- this time, if we could suppose it possTble for 
fore, he can keep our army from itj lines «s to continue the war there for so long a 
and its shipping, the better for him and duration. We shotfld then have no hope 
the worse for us, so long as he is, at all but merely that of defending ourselves; 
limes, able to keep it at what distance he and, in the meanwhile the fleets of Nfipo- 
pleases, which, at present, appears to be Icon would have become formidable, not- 
the case. To hem it up within those lines withstanding all the silly jeering that they 
would be bad policy, not only because it now call forth from the wise men who 
would be maintained cheaper^tlierc; but, conduct most of our journals. We shall 
because his army, which would then be then begin to think of peace; and, what 
in an exhausted and <lesoIate^ country, sort of a peace are we then to obtain? 
could scarcely be supported at all,'and, if What sort of a close shall we then see to 
at all, with the utmost dilBculty. So that, a war that aPnse out of a dispute jQw the 
as it appears to me, *not only is it his inte- possession of the Island of Malta! How ■ 
j-est to make no attempt, at present, to many crowns has that war already laid 
drive the English army out or Portugal, lojw! Hmv large a portion of Europe has 
but that it is also his interest, not to force it put into the hands of our enemy ! Day 
it within its lines; but, to let it remain at .by day it proceeds in consolidating his 
as great a distance as possible from those fearful power ; and yet are there men 

lines all the winter.-Napoleon, while who hope, or profess to hope, tosee it end 

he occupies the whole of the forces, that in the diminution of that power!——What 
we can spare, in Portugal, finds himself are we to do then ? This is a question to 
uncontrouled master in the North of £u- which no thinking man will give a hasty 
rope, Vhich he is settling to his mind, and answer; but, if we arc convinced, as 1 
which he might not be able so easily to am, that the contest in the Peninsula only* 
do, if we were iiet so wholly engaged in tends to weaken us, without finally dis- 
the 8out^. He finds, with a tenth part of comfiting the enemy, it is certain, that 
bis army, full employment for all that we the sooner we cease that contest the better 

are able to send out; because, if we were it must be for us.-If, indeed, we had 

able to send out a greater force, there the power to send out an army in force 
would be no earthly excuse for the minis- equal to any army that Napoleon could 
ters.——What,'then, is, in the end, to be send, the *aspect of the thing would be 
expected ? I put thi.s question to the wholly different; but, this we are not 
readers’ serious consideration; for, it is able to do; our General now tells es, at 
the end that we are to look to, and not to the end of three years, that, with all the 
partial affairs during the contest. Tjbe end aid he derives from the native troops and 
of such a war is but too easily foreseen, the universal good disposition of thq peo* 
though, perhaps, few persons, compara-* pie, he is not in a state to face that part 
lively, see it in all its bearings. Bat,,of of thf Frendi army that is brought against 
this every man must ^e certain; that, if we him, though they are assembled from a 
.are, at last, compelled to give up the con- distanee, and though they find him in a 
test in the Peninsula, the longer vx support situation perfectly prepared. What can 
it the more fatal will be the constqaiaices. If Ve wqnt more to convince us ?' What can 
the American war had been given up at we want more to'shovv us, that the strug- 
the end of one year, would it not have gle is beyond our strength ?—-As to the 
been luuch better than it was to '^give it people of the Peninsula, whatever may be 
up at the end of six T It is the end that said to the contrary, they make but small 
tells who is the victor: al4 the interme- exertions compared with the ol^ect. They 
diate exploits are forgotten: if they live are like all other people who see two 
iff the page of history, thej^ produce no iforeigii himies contending on their soil: 
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that is to say, they afe, as far, at least, 
as el&cient action goes, always for the 
strongest. You see» no convulsive move¬ 
ment t^ere as you saw in France in 1792; 
you do not see the towns and villages 
pouring forth their young men ready to 
Ijerish or triumph in their country’s de¬ 
fence. Object not, that the Spaniaids. 
and Portuguese have to fight against dis¬ 
ciplined armies ; for so had the volunteers 
and tht national guards who fought under 
Kleber and Dumourier; so had the same 
men, veritable sans-calottes, when they 
won the immortal victories under Jourdain 
and»Pichegru. The^e was no want of 
either skill or courage in their opponents; 
generals rocked in the cradle of war and 
soldiers inured to all its hardships were 
opposed to them; thousands upon thou¬ 
sands and tens of thousands fell, and often 
France saw' reverses ; but the spirit of the 
people of France supplied all deficiencies, 
eunnountcd ail difricullics, triumphed over 
all misfortunes and miseries. Those who 
saw, as I did, the youth of France rush¬ 
ing forth io meet the army of the Dpke 
of Brunswick; those who saw the sons V)f 
opulent farmers and tradesmen, promiscu¬ 
ously'vnixeii with ploughmen, journey¬ 
men, a|)prfntices, and school-boys, urged 
forw'ard by their fathers and mothers and 
sisters to combat the invaders of France ; 
those and those only can have an adequat«i 
idea of what the spirit of a people is capa- 
^blc ol performing. I well remember, and 
1 never shall forget, seeing the volunteers 
of Abbeville niarcli oil’ for the army of 
Luckner; but, though the recollection is 
strong in my memory, a just description of 
the scene is far beyond the powers of my 
pen. They poured out of the town like 
bees out of a l)ive. There viere rndre 
•women than volunteers. The shouting; 
•the tjieering ; the waving of handker¬ 
chiefs; the sii owing of b'Higlis and flowers; 
the varied marks of encouragement! It 
was impossiltle not to say to one.self; 

“ Thfe people can never be subdued.” ■ 
——If 1 could see atiy signs of a spirit 
like this in the Spaniards and Portuguese, 

I should say the same of them ; but, alas ! 

I see no such sign; and, therefue,* I can 
see no reason to hope, that they will not* 
finally succumb to the numertms aftd va-, 
li 'Ct and skilfurty-i ominanded armies of i 
Frauce, We are pione^to think well of 
tliose, be they vtdio or what they may, 
who -vre opposed to our enemies ; but, it'is 
but .1 poor mark of patriotism to become 
iint i)upes of our oyvji wishes.-—I hare i 


now given my reasons, as amply as I think 
it necessary, for a speedy abandonment of 
the contest in the Peninsula, as far, at 
least, as it is, on our part, a land war. . la 
my opinions I am quite sincere, though I 
may be in error. I ^hall be glad to hear 
and ^ven to give publicity to acy argu¬ 
ments that can be offered on the other 
side; but, if, in answer tO me,Tiolhing but 
seuseless abuse be ottered, I shall retain 
my opinions until 1 am contradfcted by 

• W**. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

Friday, 1st Nov. 1811. 

THE BANK MEETING. 

September 19, 1S1]. 

(Concludedfrom p. 544J 
If he had a guinea and were to pur¬ 
chase bullion with it in the market, he 
might afterwards buy Bank-of England 
paper, and by this cirpuitous means pro¬ 
cure the loaf of bread for J3|d. This was 
a sufficient illustration of the fact of de¬ 
preciation, and the interests of the Pro¬ 
prietors of Bank Stock were injured no less 
than the interests of the public. Mr. 
Cliflbid stated that the dollar token was 
now Sold at fis. id. and declared his con¬ 
viction that the Bank note, which was 
now worth only 15s. would soon be worth 
less, And that the present condition of the 
affair.s of the Bank bore a strong resem¬ 
blance to the South Sea Scheme, and if the 
Directors continuetl to act on their present 
wild and aUsurd principles, the bubble 
must at length bnisl in the .same way. 
( Considerable disapproOuiion and hisses.) Mr. 
Clitlbrd said if they doubled it, he would 
give them a stanza of a ballad written in 
the year 1721, about the South Sea scheme, 
than which nothing could be more appro¬ 
priate to'our present situation:— 

Five hiinclred inillinns notes and bonds 
Our .stocks are worth in val ic. 

Blit neither lie in ^oods or lands, 

Nor money let me tell ye: 

Yet, though onr foreign trade i.s lo.st, 

" 'Of inignly wealth we vapour, 

When all the riches tViat we boast 
‘ Are (lansy scraps of paper. 

On putting the question the motion was 
» ./ xeamded, and was consequently lost. 

Mk. Peawsb, the ilteveruor, did not 
mean to enter into any refutation of the 
principles advance! by the Gentleman 
who brought ^fonvard the motion, as he 
was ('onvinced the general opinion qf Bank 
Fropriei&rs wt<s such as to render any sudli 


4 
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refutation altogether unnecessary; neither 
would he attempt to follow him through 
his various calculations, of which many, 
if Dot .all, were evidently founded on er¬ 
roneous data. With respect to what that 
Gentleman had said respecting Bank Dol¬ 
lars beingvvorih t)3.*Id. he could assiJre 
him that the value of one of these dollars 
was not more ifian 5%. '2d. He could only 
answer the charge which had been brought 
agaiiist*the*Bank Directors, for neglecting 
to lay before the meeting of proprietors 
such a statement as would enable them to 
see the diilerenl sources of the profits de¬ 
rived by the Bank, by saying, that hi¬ 
therto the Proprietors had always reposed 
such confidence in the Direcloi-s, as to entrust 
them with the duty of deciding what sum 
the Bank could with safety divide from 
their profits (applauses) ; and it had not 
been thought proper to deviate from the uni¬ 
form practice on this occasion.-—Mri. Clif- 
FOKD observed, that he had not stated the 
intrinsic value, of the Bank Dollar at ds. Id. 
but its value in Bank Paper, and the ad¬ 
mission of the Govi rnor proved his argu¬ 
ment.— Mr. Pf-arse then moved, that it 
was the unanimous sense of the Meeting 
that the usual Dividends should he made 
at this time.—The Dcke of NoRFoyc 
wished to trespass for a lew moments on 
the attention of the Meeting before the 
Resolution should be agreed to. He had 
"lately been through various parts of the 
country,and everywhere, but particularly 
in tho,se jrarts of Eiigland bordering on 
Scotland, he found the people complain¬ 
ing of the ^reat distress to which they 
were put for the want of small change. 
He wished to know, therefore, whether it 
was the intention of the Bank Directors to 
put into circulation such an additional 
quantity of tokens as might be fully ade¬ 
quate to the wants of the people.— .JVIr. 
Pearse said, he was happy to have it in 
his power to inform the Noble Duke, that 
the Bank had a considerable quantity of 
silver in their posse.ssion, which they des¬ 
tined for coining, and that no less a sum 
than 500,000/. had already been put into cir¬ 
culation—considerable sums hud been sent to 
the different large towns throughout the 
country, in proportion to their reputed 
i populations ; and very large sums also 
had been distributed antong the different Lon- 
\ don Hankers, so much as 500/. weekly. 
They intended in this way to continue 
coining till the wants of the country were 
completely supplied; but it was to be recol- 
iected> that the process of co'lbiug was 


such as to require a. considerable time 
before this could be effected.— Mb. Clif¬ 
ford asked, whether, when they issued 
the additional tokens, the Directors meant 
to diminish the number of notes, if not the 
issue of tokens would increase the scarcity 
of change — Mr. Pearse answered, that it . 
wa« ^impossible to give an answer to that 
question.—The Duke of Norfolk ex¬ 
pressed lii.s satisfaction for the communica¬ 
tion made by Mr. Pearse, and wisheS to 
know what mode of conveyance was pro¬ 
posed for distributing tTiis money through¬ 
out the country ? He had been lately at a 
considerable town nearly a hundred milft 
distant, when be was informed the expence 

of oonvevance amounted to 3 percent _ 

Mr. M AC Aulay said, he believed he 
coultl give the Noble D«ke some informa¬ 
tion on this subject. He had been at 
Manchester latejy, where QOOOl. had been 
received in change, which was deposited 
in the Town Halts and given out to the inha¬ 
bitants as it was wanted; and the expence 
of conveyance, including freight, insu- 
rance,«and every other outlay, amomited 
only to 25s. on the 100/.—The Resolution 
was then put and carried nemine conira- 
dicente, after which the meeting adjourned. 


OPFICIAL PAPERS. 

American States. [From American Prints.) 
*ihstracto/ the Proctrdings qf the Court of 
hujiim/, relative to the Affair between the 
Little Belt and the President. Held at 
New York, Stpi. 18 J1. 

The Court of Enquiry on the conduct of 
Commodore Rodgers, in the action be¬ 
tween the President and Little Belt, has 
now closed the testimony in the case. 

This Couril consists of—Commodore 
Stephen Decatur, President, Captain 
Charles Stewart, Captain Isaac Chaux- 
cuY—and William P.aulding, Jun. Esq. 
.Judge Advocate. 

Of the evidence furnished to this Court, 
OIF the oaths of the several witnesses exa¬ 
mined, we present a brfef outline, in the 
'order it was adduced; and leave the public, 
in a case where doubt is impossible, and 
conviction irresistible, to make its own 
coimnents.' Whenever the proper leave 
is obtained, the proceedings, Jn their of¬ 
ficial shape and extent, shall be given to 
our readers.—The fiijst'witness examined 
was— 

Charles Ludlow, Master Commandant 
and acting Captain of the President.— 
wa% on board the ship the time of the 
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Bction with the Little Belt, on the night of 
the 10th of May last. The Little Belt had 
her top-saais aba#k. From his position he 
was uncertain which fired the first gun; 
but the second was from the President, and 
was instantly followed by three cannon 
and musketry from the Belt. Commodore 
Rodgers ordered to fire low, and witK itvo 
round shot. After a short pause the Belt 
recommenced firing, as did the President. 
Tb^Belt soon appeared ungovernable, and 
lay bow on towards the President, when 
Commodore R. obsefved thatsome accident 
* must have happened to her, and ceased 
fifing. Her gaii'was down, and her main- 
topsail-yard on the cap; and mizen, too, 
he thinks. The action continued fourteen 
or fifteen minutes, including the interval. 
There was nothing but round and grape-shot 
fired, or on deck, onboard the President. 
The ship was not on fire, or any part of 
her, and did not sheer oU’after the action. 
Another broadside would'probably have 
.sunk the Little Belt. Did not know or be« 
lieveany part of the Commodore’s official 
accotfnt was untrue or incorreefk. , 

John Orde Creighton, First Lieutenant.— 
Was stationed at the +lh division of guns, 
on the upper deck. Commodore Rodgers 
hailed first, then a second time, when a 
shot was fited, as he believes, from the Lit¬ 
tle Belt, no gun having been fired or pro* j 
vocation given on board the Presidtmt. j 
The or«lers ofCninmodore R, were to keep 
the guns at half cock, and guard against j 
accidents. After receiving the Little Belt’s j 
broadside, wa.s ordered to fire. The Belt 
was silenced in five minutes, and the Presi¬ 
dent ceased. The Belt renewed the fire, 
and Commodore R. returned h,and silenced 
the Belt again in five minuses. Boarded 
the Little Belt the next morning; Com¬ 
modore Rodgers sent a friendly message, 
expressing' regret fbr the occurrence, and 
i oilers of assistance. Captailt Bingham 
said he look the President foraPfenchman. 
President was noton fire, and did not sheer 
off. Nothing but round and g[tape was 
fired or on deck. Another broadsiae would 
probably have sunk the Belt. Commo¬ 
dore’s account confirmed. • 

Henry Caldwell, Commandant of Ma¬ 
rines.—Heard the hailing; was looking at 
the Little Belt and saw the first shot pro¬ 
ceed from her ; ,on which Commodore 
Rodgers said, *!L,Wtiatds that and he an¬ 
swered, " She into us.** Orders 

were thhn givan thfire. Belt silenced in five 
minutes. Com0t>0ft R. was anxious tor 
stop his fire, and did so. The Belt renewed 


the action, and in six or seven minutes was 
silenced again, wheft Commodore R. was 
anxious to prevent mischiet, and stopt his 
fire. No fire or sheering off. Commo¬ 
dore’s account confirmed. 

Raymond H. Y. d*erfy, junior Lieutenant 
and signal officer.—Was on the quarter 
deck, near Commodore Rodgers’s elbow. 
The Commodore haile'd; got no reply— 
hailed a second time, and got nrae. .Heard 
a gun, and was looking at the Belt, which 
fired it, previous to any gun or provoca¬ 
tion from the President. The Belt was 
silenced in five minutes, and orders were 
sent to every division of guns on board the 
President to cease. The Belt renewed the 
fire, and the President also. In six mi¬ 
nutes the Belt was silenced again, and the 
Commodore, was very anxious to stop the 
firing on board the President. No fire or 
sheering off. The Belt was in a very dan¬ 
gerous situation, and would,probably, have 
been sunk by another broadside. Heard 
hailing from the Belt, arid understood they 
said their colours were down ; and so 
reported. Commodore Rodgera hailed, 

" Have you struck your colours?” and 
WHS answered, " t have, and am in great 
cli.stres.s.” Lights were on board the'Pre- 
sident during the night. Commodore 
Rodgers’s statem6;nt confirmed. 

Andrew L. ii. Madison, Lieutenant of 
Marines.—Was on the gangway. Heard , 
the Commodore hail first, then wait fifteen 
or eighteen seconds, time enough for a reply, 
but got none, and hailed again ; when the ’ 
Belt fired a gun from her gangway. Saw 
the Hash, and heard the report; no gun 
or provocation had been offered by Com¬ 
modore Rodgers. In six seconds a gun 
was fired from the President, when in- 
.stantly the Belt fired three guns, and then 
her broadside and musketry. Belt silenced 
in si» or MMn minutes. Firing stopped 
in the Presit^t. In two or three minutes 
BcUfenewedthe action, and in lour or five 
minutes was again silenced : when Com¬ 
modore Rodgers ordered his fire to cease, 
,^nd appeared anxious to prevent damage. 
No firing or shceiiing off of the President. 
Commodore’s report confirmed. 

Captain Caldwell confirmed the account 
of the first and second guns'and broadside, 
as given by the othej; witnesses. 

Jacob Mull, sailing-master.—^Was on the 
quarter deck. Commodore Rodgers hailed, 
and got no answer, but" halloo** After 
sufficient time hailed again, and got no 
reply, but a shot, without provocation. 
In three or four seconds returned the'sheti 
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and gcyt a general fire from the Little Belt. 
Thought the Belt a heary frigate until 
next day. Action continued fourteen or 
fifteen' minutes, including three or four 
minutes’ interval. Little Beit could have 
fired agoin^but Presidertt could have scyik 
her. Commodore’s official account is 
true. . . 

Lieutenant Creighton thought the Little 
Belt a fri^te (excepting her feeble de- 
fence) unlit next day. Captain Bingham 
told him the President**! colours were ^ot 
hoisted, but he recollected the pendant. It 
is the usage as before slated by another 
witness, for the President to be prepared 
for action on coming along-side an armed 
vessel. Thought the Little Belt displayed 
bad management or want of conduct in her 
defence. 

Joseph Smith, midshipman, acting as 
master’s mate.—Commanded the. 4th di¬ 
vision of guns. Heard Commodore R. 
hail, and no reply for five seconds. Heard 
second hail, and was lo'oking at the Little 
Belt when the first gun was fired by her, 
before a shot or any provocation was given 
from the President. The Commodore fired 
one gun, then the Little Belt three, and 
action continued. Thought the Little 
Belt a frigate. The duration of the acticxi, 
and orders to cease, as before staled. The 
last order to stop firing was received by 
•three different officers. Commodore IL’s 
statement confirmed. 

Henry Damison, acting chaplain.—Was 
bn the quarter-deck.* Little Belt was 70 
or 80 yards.distant. Heard Commodore 
R. I’.ail, and the reply, and the second hail 
~lhen a gun, ho thinks from the Belt, tis 
he felt no jar in the President, and no gun 
or provocation had been given by Oltm- 
modore R.—AcciAint of Commodore K. 
confirmed. 

Michael Roberts, boat8wai||ir—Was on 
the forecastle, saw the flash Slhd heard the 
gun from the Little Belt, before anyiyithot 
or provocation had been given from the 
President. Had not seen the Commodore’s 
account. . . » 

Richard Carsbn, midshipman.—Was on 
the forecastle and gangways. Comino-* 
dore R. bailed, and was answered by re¬ 
peating his words ; second hail was an¬ 
swered by a shot. Wjs looking at the Belt 
and saw and beard the gun, before any 
provocation from Commodore Rodgers. 
Gun from the President was followed by 
, the Beit’s broadside, as stated by others. 

I Commodore’s account confirmed. 

I Matthevi C. Perry, Silas Duncan, ajt«l John 


M^Clack; midshipmen; gave tfa'eireyidenctf 
to the same effect. 

Thomas Gamble, secoftd Lieutenant.—^ 
Commanded tUe first division of guns. 
Commodore Rodgers hailed, “ Shipaht^ !” 
Was answered ••halloo!” Asked " What 
ship is that ?” Received his own words re¬ 
peated in reply. Hailed again, •• What 
ship is that ?” ’Then' a gun from the Belt. 
Heard no gun or provocation from the 
President—swears no gun was fired from 
his division. Nothing but round and grape 
fired after the action commenced. Com¬ 
modore’s orders as before stated; when 
firing ceased finally. Belt was in a favour¬ 
able position for firing, butanoUier broad¬ 
side from the President probably would 
have sunk her. Saw no colours on the 
Belt, and took her for a frigate of 36 or 38 
guns. No firing on board or sheering off 
b}!^ the President. Statement of Commo¬ 
dore Kodgers confirmed. 

John Neese, CUptain of the first gun—In 
lihe first division on the gun deck, was 
looking at the Little Belt, and saw and 
heard lier flV.st fire. * 

All the other Captains of the guns tes¬ 
tified exactly the same as Neese. 

Lieutenant Creighton testified farther, that 
when the Belt was silenced the secrltid time 
she lulled up towards the Commodore, in¬ 
stead of keeping away, as she should have 
doife to fire at the President, and would 
have done if her rudder had been free. 
Commodore R. expressed much humanity 
and anxiety to slop the firing. Lieutenant 
C. also testified to the offers of assistance 
from Commodore Kodgers to the Little 
Belt the next morning. 

Here the examination closed, having as 
we understaBd, embraced every deck 
officer, as well as captains of guns, now on 
board the President, who were present 
during the action. The hours when flie 
chace and action took place, Vith the 
courses stccrerf, and some technical sea 
terms, are omitted as unessential to tlie 
material objects of the ipquiry. 

• ' ■“ 

Navai, Court M autiai..— Qn Thursday, 
October >7, a Court>!y;iurtial was held on 
board Hi.s Majesty’s ship Gladiator, on 
Captain Robert Preston, of His Majesty’s 
ship Ganymede, of 22 gun.v, which was 
continued by adjournment till the 23d. 

Members of the Court. 

Capt. Paterson, President;* 

Capt. Bissett. I Capt.Phillimbr*. 

—R. Hall. I — RuBhwMth. 
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Capt P. Browne. . 
Capt. Halliday. 
Hon. Capt. Kodnty. 


Capt. R. Elliot. 
—— Lumley. 
— Sneyd. 


M. GreethatTi, Esq. Judge Advocate. 

Upon charges exhibited by the Admi¬ 
ralty of Cruelty, Tyranny, and Oppres¬ 
sion, contained in the following letter, 
which had been forwarded to their Lord¬ 
ships by the Ship’s Company of the Gany¬ 
mede :— 

*' Portsmoiilh Harbour, Sept. 23, 1811. 
" For the Right Hofi. the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Admiralty, the Petition 
■ of the. Ganymede Ship’s Company, 

“ Humbly sbeweth, 

" That your petitioners, from grievances 
which they labour under, through the 
cruel treatment they receive from the 
Captain and Officers belonging to the said 
ship, we your petitioners, humbly solicit 
your Lordships, that you^will be pleased 
to remedy the same, by a change of ship 
or officers, as your Petitioners wish to be^ 
true their King and Country, an^d are 
willing to serve in any ships your Lord- 
ships may think proper. Honourable Sirs, 
in granting this }’our Petitioners will evtr 
pray. . Your Lordships roost obedient 
humble'seiryants at command.” 


It appeared to the Court, that upon the 
receipt of the above letter the Lords of the 
Admiralty directed a Court of Inquiry to 
be held on board the Ganymede, to ascer¬ 
tain the authenticity of the letter. This 
Court consisted of Admiral Hakgood, Cap¬ 
tains Otway and Haixiday. Upon turn¬ 
ing up the hands, the letter was unani¬ 
mously declared to have been written 
with the consent of the whole ship’s com¬ 
pany ; and a seaman (Mac Govuric) deli¬ 
vered another letter to this Court, which 
wa« to the same effect.—The Court of In- 

S uiry expres.sed a wish, that any twelve of 
le crew would step forward as prosecutors 
in fhe charges. This, however, they declin¬ 
ed ; and in a letter they afterwards wroth 
to Admiral IlAr.eoon, signed by n^arl}' all 
the ship’s company, they stated their w’ish 
to prosecute in a body.—Upon Uhe above 
documents and recital appearing before 
the Court-martial, Admiral Hakgood, abd 
Captains Otway and Hai.i,iday were call¬ 
ed, and proved their truth. 

John M’Gowie,' Wm. Loxvrie, George 
Tmmsend, and 17 other seamen, were exa¬ 
mined h) support of the allegations con¬ 
tained in the above letter. Their evidence 
went to prove, that Captain Preston wos 


more in the habit of adopting the sum¬ 
mary punishment of starting* than the 
witnesses had known to have ^er prevail¬ 
ed on board other ships; and to’ have 
frequently uttered very intemperate, lan- 

guage- * * , P 

Capt. Senhouse, being ordcrecTto proceed 
to sea, was examinee^, and, deposed, that 
Captain P. had been his most intimate 
friend and messmate; that h^ was pos¬ 
sessed of gentlemanly manners, not habi- 
tua^d to blasphemous expressions, nor in¬ 
clined to cruel. Or oppressive, or tyranni¬ 
cal manners. « 

Sir Home Popham sworn.—Capt. P. ask¬ 
ed, As you have coptimanded several of 
His Majesty’s ships, and been several 
years hi the Navy, I would beg leave to 
ask, whether you have not found it gene¬ 
rally both expedient and salutary to the 
service, ,in the exorci.se of your own dis¬ 
cretion, as a summary punishment, to give 
four dozen lashes, and sometimes more, 
and to what extent, at the gang-way, for 
offences contrary to the discipline and 
subordination of your ship; and whether 
such punishments have not been essential¬ 
ly necofisary for the good of His Majesty’.s 
service r —The Court was cleared, and 
agseed, that as the information required 
by questions like the above was irrelevant 
to the charges, and contained matters of 
opinion unnecessary to the Court, for the 
purpose of forming their judgment, that 
the above question should nut be put to 
the witness. * 

The prosecution being clospd. Captain 
P. begged the indulgence of the Court 
till the next day, to make his defence: 
when Mr. Mincuin having been taken ill, 
Mr.|W^ EDDELL, a Solicitor, read it. Cap¬ 
tain P. lamented that the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty should have brought him before 
the present jpourt, upon charges which 
were anonymously asserted, and equally 
direcl^d against his officers as himself. 
When he assumed the command of the 
Ganymede, he found his crew in a bad 
^late; lie bad to restore them to that de¬ 
gree of discipline* and subordination so 
essential in ships of war; he had certainly 
practised a summary mode of punishment 
(that of starting), but there was no degree 
of severity mixed wjlh it; and he con¬ 
ceived he was justified in the practice, by 

e 

* Starting is ordering a boatswain’s 
mate to ta^e a rope’s end, and lay on the 
party until ordered to stop by the com¬ 
manding olficer. 



569^ NOVEMBER 2, 1 

the custom in ail other ships and by the 
salutary eftects it produced in all-delin¬ 
quents : he never punished from caprice, 
nor From aA feeling but that of the good 
of the service. When men properly con¬ 
ducted themselves, he was their friend and 
benefactor; in siclmesl, they often bad 
had his personal attention, were fed from 
his table, and»participated in all the in- 
dulgencies the service would admit of. 

Lieut. iSf)arshott Mr. Ttlfer, surgeon; 
Mr. Rian, boatwain; Lieut. Waring, K. M. 
and several other officers were sworn, who 
deposed, that they knew of no instance in 
Capt. P.s conduct w'hich could be desig¬ 
nated tyrannical or oppressive. 

The Court, after deliberating some con¬ 
siderable time, agreed, " That the charges 
had not been proved against the said Capt. 
R. Preston, and did adjudge him to be ac- 
(juitied; but the Court, however, farther 
agreed, that they could not help* feeling 
it their duty, to express their sense of 
the singularity of punisjimcnt, in-many in¬ 
stances, on board the Ganymede, and to 
strongly recommend to Captain Preston 
a future change of conduct in that respect.” 


^usTniAN Paper Money. - The Regency 

qf Lmver Austria has published the fal¬ 
lowing Circular. 

1 . On the IGth of this month, Redenip- 
•tion-billii of 10 and of 5 florins .shall be 
issued, in order'to withdraw from circula¬ 
tion the bank-notes of 50 and of 25 florins. 
—2. The above two sorts of redemption- 
bills are severally to pass in exchange for 
bank-notes of 50 and of 25 florins; but 
the holders of bank-notes of a lower deno¬ 
mination are permitted to exchange them 
for redemption-hills of 10 or of 5 florins, 
provided they present, in one or more 
sort.s, 50 or 25 florins in bank-notes, for 
10 or 5 florins in redcmptidn-billsr—3. 
From the date of the 10th of September, 
the exchange of bank-notes of 50 and of 
25 florins, for bank-notes of a lower de¬ 
nomination, shall cease to take place.— 4. 
From the 15th of October next, bank¬ 
notes of 50 and of 25 florins are put out 
ef circulation. From that date, they shall 
no longer be received at the Treasury, 
nor in payments to individuals.—5. How-^ 
ever, permission is given, till the 31st of 
December, to carry the above two .sorts of 
bank-notes* to the office, created by the 
patent of the 20tli of June last, under the 
name of Redemption-bill Office, and to 
exchgpge them for redemption-tills of 10 
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and of 5 florins; but this exchange must 
be entirely terminated'on the 3Jst of De¬ 
cember: and after (he ^piration of thU 
period, the said office shall no longer re¬ 
ceive any note of 50 or of 25 florins; be¬ 
cause, frora the first of January, 1812, 
these two denominations of bank-notes 
ar<i, by supreme order, declared null and 
of no value. 

Francis Count de Sauuau, Governor. 

Vienna, Sept. 3, 1811. • 


France. - Maritime Decree, issued at 

Hamburgh, nih^Sept, 1811. ^ 

In the name of his Majesty the Empe¬ 
ror of the French, &c. the Commission of 
the Government, established by the De¬ 
cree of the iStli of December, 1310, 
considering the Decree of his Majesty, 
dated 20th of December, 1810, order¬ 
ing that a maritime administration and 
navigation policy should be established in 
the Hanseatic departments, conformably 
to the haws and regulations in existence 
in Fragce, qpon the report of the (k>un- 
sellotf of State, Intendant of Jthe Interior 
and Finances, decrees as follows Art. 1. 
Tli^ere shall be taken throughout the Han¬ 
seatic departments, a particular apeount 
of French citizens who are destined to na¬ 
vigation.—Art. 2. The offices for mari¬ 
time inscription are provisionally esta¬ 
blished at Hamburgh, for Hamburgh and 
Luneburg; at Travemuntle, for the aron- 
dissement of Lubeck; at Stadte, for the 
arondissement of Stadte; at Bremerlehe, 
for the department of the mouths of the 
Weser; and at Varel, for the department 
of the Upper Ems.—Art. 3. There are 
comprehended in the maritime inscription, 
—1. Sailors of every description, whether 
navigating arpied or merchants’ ships— 
2 . Those who navigate, or are fishermey. 
—3. Those who sail in barges or boats, 
upon the coasts or in the roads, rivers, or 
canals, comprehended in the maritime 
districts.—Art. 4. There shall be include’d 
in the maritime, inscription every citizen, 
aged 13,*who has fulfilled one of the fol¬ 
lowing conditions:—1. The having per¬ 
formed two long voyages, or to the Grand 
Fishery.—2. Having been at sea eighteen 
months.—3. Having been employed in 
the coasting fishery two years.—4. Hav¬ 
ing served two years apprenticeship to 
the sea.—Art. 5. All foreign sailors re¬ 
siding in the territory of the Empire, who 
have manied French women, and sailed 
in French merchant ships, are subject to 
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the tnaritiine inscription.>-Art. 6. The 
already mentioned saitors are bound to 
present themselves at the ofltce of Mari* 
time Inscription, in the district where 
they reside, and have their names iti- 
scrihed.—Art. 7. Carpenters, sail-makers, 
&c, exercising their professions in the 
maritime ports and places, shall be raUed 
to the military posts in the event of^ war, 
preparations for war, or of extraordinary 
or t:onsiderabIe works. There shall be 
kept an exact registry in the offices of in¬ 
scription, and they shall be exempt from 
all other requisitions than those relative 
fe, the ntaritime service.—Art. 8. Every 
French citizen comprehended in the ma¬ 
ritime inscription is exempt from all other 
services, than those of the Navy, Marine, 
Arsenals, and the National Guard, in the 
arondissement of their districts,—Art. 9. 
Etery sailor who has attained the full age 
of 50 years, is, by right, exempt from the 
requisition for the ships or arsenals of the 
Empire; without, however, losing the 
' pow’er of continuing the employment of 
fishing, or even serving in the,ships of the 
State.—Ar^lO. There shall be gratfted to 
enrolled ssmors, pensions, according to 
their rank, age, wounds nr infirmities. 
These,pensions will be fixed according to 
their services on board the ships and 
arsenals of the empire, and the merchants’ 
vessels.—Art. II. The length of sepice 
in the three departments, either in the 
merchants’ service, or on board ships of 
war, shall be computed agreeably to ar¬ 
ticle 205 of the Imperial Decree of the 
4th of July, 1811, as if it had taken place 
on board French ships, and give the same 
right to half-pay and pensions upon the 
invalid marine chest.—Art. 12, The wi¬ 
dows and children of sailors shall have 
the same claims to assistance and succours, 
those of military men who died in the 
service.—Art. 13. All Captains, &c. ria- 
vigating the rivers, or on the coasts df the 
S2df military division, will, from hence to 
the 1st of November next, provide ihtm- 
selves with a relk d’equipage, at the niari- 
tioie office of inscription.-—Art. f4. Every 
Captain, &c. who, after the 1st of No-^, 
vember, sails upon the rivers, coasts, &c. j 
of the 32d military division, and haa not 
conformed,to the dispositions df the pre-l 
sent decree, shall be punished with eight 
■day’s imprisonix\en^ without prejudice to 
still greater {tenalties, should there be; 
occasion to inflict them. 

Given at the palace at Hamburgh, 
Sept. 17. (Signed) 

The Marshal Prince of Eciuivhl. ■ 


Sicily. —-General Orders, issued at Mes¬ 
sina, 5d Sept, 1811. ^ 

Lieutenant General Mai|H|ld'ipforms 
the army, tjiat the CominsTOer of the' 
Forces has already sailed for England; 
and that his Lordship has undertaken this 
voyage from the most urgent poliiical 
motives, which highly interest the ho¬ 
nour of Great Britain, and the prosperity 
of Sicily.—In the absence of the chief of 
this army, Lieutenant General Maitland 
ftnds himself more than ever obliged to 
be assiduous in cultivating the good-will 
and opinion of bis brother officers; and 
requests from the soldiers the most soli¬ 
citous attention to the fulfilment of their 
duties. He trusts that he will receive 
throughout the district the experienced as¬ 
sistance of the General Officers, and that 
ihq, entire army shall be united and ready 
for every emergency that the vicissitude 
of events may produce.—^The four follow¬ 
ing persons, namely, Orazio Ballantinio, 
Antonio Barese, Vincenzo Smirida, and 
Giovanni Grillo, who have been irnpri- 
.soued for holding correspondence with 
the enemy in Calabria, have been set at 
liberty by order of General Maitland, on 
his return from Palermo.—Tliese persons 
htive been liberated, not because there 
wanted sufficient proof against them, but 
because the General would not condemn 
to death, immediately after having as* 
sumed the command of the British army, 
four men, who were arrested by hi.s pre¬ 
decessor, whose departure prevented the 
pending sentence.—He avails himself of 
this occasion to exercise an act of cle¬ 
mency, which will not be renewed at any 
other time. He is resolved to use his ut¬ 
most means to put an end to the system of' 
espionage, and of treachery, which has 
been for so long a time, and in a manner 
so notoriously practised by persons of evil 
intentions, and equally enemies of the Si¬ 
cilian people and the British. He is re¬ 
solved, in consequence, to watch atten¬ 
tively persons of this description ; and is 
determined from tliis time forward, lo 
bring before a ‘Council of War, those, 
whoever they may be, who shall be thus 
found holding communication ivith the 
Icnemy, .and thus placing in danger the 
British army and this Island ; and imme¬ 
diately the sentence of that Council shall 
be executed. J. Campbell, Adj. Gen. 

-.- ■ ■ 

Spain.— dTHE War. —French Official 
from the Annies in Spain. 
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AawY OP THE South. 

bn the 20th of August, general Godinot 
came vp jatb, at Torbisean, the rear- 
guard'.of and overthrew it; on 

the 218t h^mund a part of the division in 
position at Velez de Bennudella; he im¬ 
mediately caused it to be attacked ; it das 
routed with the bayonet: a great number 
were killed, and nigtit alone favoured the 
escape of a few. Montijo got offwilb 12 
men only.i—In the meanwhile Colonel 
Dulong entered Motril, and pursued the 
other part of the enemy’s division, which 
bad retired to Pinos del Rey ; the Adju¬ 
tant General Remond, detached from 
Grenada to assist the operations of Godi- 
not, arrived at the same time with one 
battalion and two squadrons; six compa¬ 
nies detached by General Godinot also 
made their appearance; in an instant the 
village was penetrated and carried; the 
enemy, pursued to the summit” of the 
mountain La Cruz, was precipitated from 
it, with the bayonet, into frightful ravines. 
The loss of the enemy cannot be calcu¬ 
lated ; a very few escaped under the cover 
of night. This division was composed of 
the regiments of Alpuxares, of Cuenca, of 
Burgos, of a number of united bands, and 
300 horsemen.—^The Duke of Dalmatja 
having ordered Count D'Erlon, command- 
ng the 5th corps in Estramadura, to rlirect 
an expedition towards the mouth of the 
\iuadiana, for the purpose of completely 
clearing that country of the bands of Bal- 
iasteros, who has still about 3,000 men 
left; General Quint, and the Adjutant 
Commandanf Foreister, were charged with 
this expedition. Ballasteros, after an 
tion of little importance, made off in all 
haste, arid embarked at Ayamonte for 
Cadiz. Two hundred Spaniards were 
sabred >in this expedition, and a detach¬ 
ment of 78 cavalry with their horses yere 
taken. The chief of squadron Millet has 
distinguished himself.—General Cassagne 
i'occupies Rondain force ; his moveable co¬ 
lumns do not permit any band to gain a 
moment’s footing in the mountains. Every 
day brigands are arrested, who are de¬ 
livered up to justice. 

District of the Army of the Centre. 

The Duke of Dalmatia seems .salisHed 
(kith the spirit which prevails in the pro- 
▼inces of Malaga and Granada. He has 
returned to.Seville. The Duke of Belluno 
pushes his operations before Cadiz.—Ge¬ 
neral Darniagnac has advanced* with his 
divisitm upon Cuenca, to second 3 he ope¬ 


rations of Marshal Sachet against Valen¬ 
cia.—Colonel Reizet,dftbe ISth dragoons, 
has surpriseU, with a detachment of bis 
regiment, the band of bhavo. He shot 
120 of these banditti and took their horses. 
—The insurgents of Murcia attribute all 
their defeats to being abandoned by Lord 
Wellington: they breathe the most biller 
complaints against the English. 

Army of Portugal. 

Ciudad Rodrigo, Sept. 30, 1811. 
Report qf the Marshal Duke qf Ragusa, Com¬ 
mander in Chiif qf llte Army Rortugal, 
to his Highness the Prince of Wagram and 
Neufchatel, Major (ienerat. ■* 

Monseigneur,— I had the honour of ac¬ 
quainting your Highness, that after having 
raised the siege of Badajoz, and driving the 
English army beyond the Guadiana, it was 
settled between the Duke of Dalmatia and 
myself, that I should advance towards the 
Tagus, Icaving^one division on the Gua¬ 
diana; that the army of the South should 
leave the 5th corps in Estremadura; that 
the Duke of Dalmatia, with his trpops, 
shouhf march against theSpuish divisions 
w'hich had quitted the Engliim army, and 
against the insurgent array of Marcia ; 
and that, while he should destroy them, 
and clear the provinces of Cordova, Gra¬ 
nada, Malaga, and Murcia, 1 should keep 
in check the English army. We had 
takdn our measures in case the English 
General should make a diversion,and again 
advance upon Badajoz; but the English 
General, deaf to the Spaniards, abandoned 
the army of Murcia to its fate, and passing 
the Tagus, advanced to the Coa. ItVas 
then supposed to be his plan, to march to 
the assistance of the army of Galltcia.— 
As soon as Geileral Dnrsenne was informed 
of this new combination, he marched upon 
Astorga, beat the Gallicians, dispersed 
them beyond Villa Franca, and repaired 
the fortifications of Astorga. We hoped 
that this movement would induce the 
Eqglish to advance upon Salamanca; but 
they remained unconcerned at this event, 
>as they had been at the disasters olltbe 
Mercian army—About the beginning of 
' Septombef, 1 learned that seveu divisions 
of the English army were all asseiuhled 
on the Coa; that they blockaded Ciudad 
Rodrigo; that they were collecting fas¬ 
cines ami gabions at Fuenle Goinaldo,; 
that the works of ihclr entrenched camp 
atFuente Guinaldo were already adv,anced, 
and that even the besieging equipage had 
arrived there from Oporto, 1 then pro- 
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posed to 'Gen. Dor^enne, to join him with 
a part of my army, in ordef to raise the 
aiege' at Ciudad Rodrigo,—to supply it 
with provisions for a long time,—to take 
the. entrenched camp of the enemy, hi.s ma¬ 
gazines, and park of besieging artillery, 
—and, in short, to give him battle and pur¬ 
sue him as far as was compatible wi*h/be 
general plan of operations ivhich your 
Highness communicated to me in your last 
letter in cypher; a plan which embraces 
all these regions. I have now the satis¬ 
faction of announckig to your Highness, 
that our arms have been com|)letely suc- 
ocssful.—I set out with five divisions of my 
army, and arrived on the 22d, by the pass 
of Banos, atTamames, where I formeij my 
junction with the four divisions of General 
Dorsenne. 1 admired the good condition 
of a convoy of 1,500 carriages, laden w'iih 
provisions, which had beencollected and or¬ 
ganized with an activity and an order that 
are extraordinary. The,two armies put 
themselves in motion. We drove in all 
the enemy’s posts, and on the 2 Uh intro¬ 
duced the whole convoy into {Diudsid Rod¬ 
rigo. Thttfortress is, therefore, sufiplied 
with provisrons for a long period.—Count 
Dorsenne gave up to me the troops of *1110 
garrison which belonged to my army corps, 
and replaced them b}" those of the army 
of the North.—On the 25ih we put our¬ 
selves in march. Two leagues from Cipdad 
Rodrigo we perceived the English rear¬ 
guard. General Montbrun, commanding 
our advanced guard, charged the enemy 
with that rapidity and boldness which he 
has so frequently displayed; and took 
from them four pieces of cannon. We 
made ourselves masters of the ridge, and 
maintained ourselves there in spite of all 
the eilorts of the Englilh, who were 
obliged to commence a retreat. General 
^ontbrun pursued them for two hours; Ids 
fire was so lively, that he expended all his 
ammunition. The loss of the enemy was 
considerable; he never stopped till he 
reached the camp of Fuente Guinaldo; 
but our advanced ^uard alone was there : 
ouf divisions of infantry were a'march in* 
our rear. Had not this been the case, 
the English army was lost: we had the 
mortification of seeing its divisions •pre¬ 
cipitate themselves in all directibn.stowards 
their fntrenched camp. If I had then 
only 15,000 men ^at hand, the English 
army would have been caught in a flagrant 


fault, and beaten in detail, without being 
able to reunite. The division of the 
Euglish General Cole was at Pajo; 
while the lignt division of ^^Bral .Craw¬ 
ford was at M>rtiago; bu^Wr infantry 
only arrived during the night; ahd at 
d;iy-l)reak we peVeetved the «entrenched 
camp entirely lined with enemy’s troops. 
General Dorsenne ami myself made the 
necessary dispositions for attacking, on 
the 27th in the morning: butVhe English 
Geneial did not think proper to aw'ait us ; 
be abandoned his camp during the night, 
retiring from Alfayates and Sabugal. We 
entered into Fuente Guinahio nckt day, 
and caused to be conveyed to Ciudad 
Rodrigo a great quantity of fascines, and 
other materials collected tor the .siege. I 
caused the enemy’s lines to be destroyed; 
his retreat w'as conducted in three columns. 
General Montbrun went in pursuit of him 
by the foute of Casiljas de Flores. General 
Watier, with the cavalry of the army of 
the north, took tlie direction of Alber- 
geria ; he came up with the rear-guard 
of the enemy at Aldea del-Ponte, and 
immediately charged tliem. The division 
Souliam having arrived, the action was 
glorious for the arms of his Majesty, and 
the enemy was driven back with great loss 
and confusion. Tlie rear-guard continued 
to retreat upon Sabugal. We have taken 
the baggage of the Prince of Orange and 
of General Crawford. The confusion wa^ 
so great in the English army, that an Aide- 
de-Camp of Lord \yellington, while en? 
dtiavouring to rejoin that General, threw 
himself into our ranks. We have made 
two hundred prisoners. The army of 
Portugal has had one hundred and twenty 
men made unfit for service; the enemy’s 
loss amounted to between seven and eight 
hundred men. Assure his Majesty that 
the Spanish insurgents have felt the 
greatest indignation on seeing themselves 
thus abandoned in the North, as in the 
South; and this contrast between the con¬ 
duct of the English and the promises which 
they have incessantly broken, nourishes a 
national hatred which will break out 
sooner or later.—I must mention with 
praise Generals Montbrun and Boyer, 
Capt. Hubert, of the 22d Chasseurs, Heute* 
nant Merel, of the 15th Light Dragoons, 
as well as my Aiden-de-Camp Jardot ant! 
Favier. 

CTo he continued.) ‘ 
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" The ftiquisilion is ii)cotnpat.il>Ie with the liberty of the press, which has been decreed with the ap- 
“ plaase the whoft: nation : for that I'riBunal once re.ef tablished, no public writer could be fru(» 
*• from alarm, even should he abstain from every^pic of religion. While discussing any polUkal 
“ question, o» explaining the very rudiments of the science of Government, he would expose himself to 
“ the risk of being accused and punished' by that Tribunal. We all know, by iitifortunate experience, 
“ Aok' easy it is to torture the meaning of an expression, and to represent as scandalous an insulated propo- 
" sition, which, joined with the context, would appear perfectly innocent. We all know witli what 
“ cunning policy our kings have availed themselves of the Inquisition, to prohibit Useful works, which 
“ Were guilty of no other offence than thal^of exposing the abuses of despolim. We have not forgotten 
bfuv many wise and patriotic men have been peri-ecuted as impious or irreligious; while the arm of 
“ thc^Iiiqiiisition, powerless in reaching the infamous minion of power, the audacious insulfer of rdigion 
“ and morals, sulfeicd the chair of the Holy Ghost to be profaned with the praises of such a monster, 
** and the purity of the altars defiled by placing upon them his abominable picture. Neither have we 
“ forgotten, that the doctrines of the Sovereignly of the potion, of its authority to dictate laws, and of tb« 
‘‘ delegated power of monarchs, have, by a base abuse of texts of holy writ, been condemned as anti- 
“ Christian, and tlieir propagators ppr.sccutcd, and immured in the dungeons of the Inquisition, With 
“ such recent facts before liis eyes, where is the writer so rash or thoughtless, who would think of iu- 
“ structing the people while such a tribunal existed ? The Inquisition and the Liberty of the Press! It is 
“ quite sufiicicht to mention them, to shew that they are placed in the most determined state of mutual 
“ hostility.”-TOllTADO’s SpeecU in tlie Cortes of Spain. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Austrian Paper-Money. ——In page 
50ri of the last Number will be found an 
OQicial-jiaper, issued in Lower Austria, 
on the jtrd of Sepicrnher last, which is 
very well worthy of the attention of* tl»e 

English reader at this time.-They have 

a great quantity of Bank Notes in that 
unfortunate country*. Formerly the.se 
notes 'were dl par ; that is to say, they 
were as good, in^,thc purchase of cornmo- 
ditie.s, as Gold and Silver; every llorin in 
Bank Not^s was equal in value to a florin 
in silver. This is not the case now, and 
has not been for a good while past. The 
Bank Notes became, gradually, of less 
and less value ; they depreciated ; they 
became lower ilnd lower in comparison 
with Gold and Silver; and, at last, na¬ 
turally arrived at a state of open 3nd no¬ 
torious discount.-What has been the 

consequence? Why simply this: the go¬ 
vernment, or the Bank (for 1 do not know 
which it is) is now prepared to put an end 
to these Bank Notes, by redeemins ther*. 
They are to be taken*up by “ Redemption 
“ Uills”, which bills will be paid, it’is 
said, to their real amount in Gold and 
Silver.—Why not pay oft' the Bank Notes 
tbem.selves, then?,the reader will ask. 
Oh ! I will tell yon why. The man, who 
has a Bank Note (or fifty florins, is to get 
a Redemption Bill for ten florins in ex¬ 
change lor it; he, who has k Bank Note 
for twenty-five florins, is to get, a Redeaip* 


tion Bill for five florins in exchange for it; 
and so on; and, after the 31st of .Decem¬ 
ber* those who hold Bank Notes are to get 
nothing at all for them, arid they are to 

•be sull'ered to pass no more.-Here are 

pretty sufficient reasons for the scheme. 
The holders of Bank Notes will’only lose 

4 florins out of 5 ; that is all ;-This is 

no " new way of paying old debts.” It 
iS what the French did with regard to 
their Assipfiats and Mandats; and, it is 
what must always be done first or last, 
when a paper-money once becomes de¬ 
preciated ; for, the bare fact of deprecia¬ 
tion proves the want of abilit,y tcer topay 
oir to the full amount. A bankruptcy does 
indeed, take place, and the creditors re¬ 
ceive a pkundage. —The sight of this 
Austrian Circular naturally force.s the 
mind back to the causes of the humiliation 
of the haughty Dynasty who govern that 
unhappy country. Twenty six years ago, 
the House of Austria was contending for 
,the free navigation of the'Scheldt; ii: had 
begun to open the part of Antwerp, and 
to construct Vessels there ; it had erected 
Ostend into a sca-port of considerable 
conseqacnce; it was aiming at the suh- 
uigalion, or, at least, the oppression, of the 
United. Provinces. The Dutch were com¬ 
pelled to submit, for the sake of safety, to 
all sorts of humiliations; and they, at 
last, secured their Safety only by throwing 
themselves into the arms of France. Hence 
is to be dated the attachment of the Dutch 
to the French: and, indeed, from that 
• IJ 






,S79] POLITICAL REGIOTR.—l*8» 


time, they became f' Frenchmen in heart,’' 
a phrase, which, having recently proceed¬ 
ed from the lips of th^ Mayor of Amster¬ 
dam, has given such offence to the wise¬ 
acres, who, for our sins, conduct the press 

of England.-The House of Austria, 

. w'ith Its half million of soldiers and with 
English money to aid, took the lead hf the 
coalition against the republicans of France. 
A nation rose up and humbled those im- 
n)cn.^e armies; and that same Belgium, 
which had so lately been the scene of the 
Austrian power and®arrogance, received, 
with open arms, its republican invaders, 
wlfdm it hailed as its real deliverers. That 
city ofBrussels,vvhicli had seen the Austrian 
minister treat the Dutch Plenipotentiaries 
like scavengers, opened its gates to the 
French, hailed their arrival with joy un¬ 
bounded, and revelled in the defacing and 
destroying of every vestige of its former 

subjection.-Ambition, revenge, shame, 

pushed on the House of Auctria to recover 
its lost ground and fame. At every 
plunge it got deeper in disgrace ; till, at 
last, that haughty House, whioh hai'l set 
out in the w'ar with a declared resolution 
to dictate a government to France, had f.o 
yield its very capital and its palaces to 
Frenchwen, and to accept, as a boon at 
their hands, of leave to reign over a part 
of its former dominions, driven out of Cler- 
mariy and stripped of its most elcvafed 
titles. Reduced now to comparatively a 
petty patrimony, which it holds by a pre¬ 
carious tenure, its voice is become nothing 
in the adaiis of Europe ; and, amongst its 
own beggaretl subjects, it is compelled to 
act a part i‘s humble almost as even those 
subjects can wish; and, to crown all, it is 
forced, by the French, to be at war with 
England, wiili whose aid it so long carried 

on war against those French.-Such, to 

the,House of Austria, have been the con- 
stujuencesof tile coalitions against France ; 
such, to tlial House, have been the conse¬ 
quences of erecting itself into a dictator 
as u> the internal affairs of the French nas- 

tion-If the FAnch had met with no 

oppo.silion in the making of their'revolu¬ 
tion ; if ihv v had been .suffered to arrange 
their goverunient in their own way; if 
fhrir internal enemies had not met*with 
r.' iriitenaisc.- ^ and encouragement from 
witboiit; ii' w ar had not, in .short, been 
tmu'lc upon them how different migiit 
have been the situation of the Hou-se of 
Auitiia a! tlsis day ! The example of 
France might, indetd, have done much; 
sad, it would have been next to impossi¬ 


ble, that, with a free people on their con¬ 
fines, the people of Belgium should have 
remained in their former state. But, what 
then ? The House of Austria would .have 
lost Belgium ; and, has it not lost it now ? 
It would have lost Belgium; but it would 
havb lost it without dfefeat andt disgrace. 
It might still have retained the title at 
least of Emperor of G*many and King of 
the Romans; and it certainly would have 
avoided those pecuniary dismisses that 
now press upon it.—It is curious enough, 
that\he Rulers of Austria and Prussia, who 
combined against the republicans of 
France, because, amongst other ‘things, 
they had siczed upon the property of the 
Church, should both have been driven by 
their necessities to seize upon the (Ihurch 
property in their dominions; that is to 
say, to commit themselves, that which 
they warred again.st as sacrilege in the 
people of France; and that Ihe war, wjiicli 
was to ruin France tlirough'lier finances, 
should have ended in leaving her rich, and 
in reducing these her principal opponents 

to beggary.-These are great le.ssons for 

princes and statesmen. They are well 
calculated to make a deep impression ; 
but, after all that we have .seen, it is, per¬ 
haps, too much to hope, (hat the dictates 
of reason will at last prevail over the dic¬ 
tates of passion. 

Spain.- The IFar.——For more than 

a week the public were entertained with 
accounts of a great victory gained over 
the French by liallasteros, whose name, 
connected with the w'ord victory, was 
posted up at the news-paper offices, and 
exhibited, in large characters, on the 
placards in the nevvs-cryers hats. Many 
columns, in our public prints, were filled 
not only with the account of the victory 
itself, but with reflections on the important 
consequences to which it was likely to lead. 

-What has turned out to be the fact ? 

Why, that Ballasteros has been defeated; 
that, in his attempt to make his first move¬ 
ment, he w'a.s met, driven back, pushed 
'out of St. Roque, wherein he had taken 
shelter, and compelled to seel: refuge 
under the guns of Gibraltar! There the 
last advices left him and his army, desti¬ 
tute even of water to drink, and receiving 
wherewith to cool their tongues from the 
tanks of Gibraltar, while the misera'ble 
inhabitants of St. Roque, driven from the 
town, were lying upon the bare earth on a 
spot called the neutral ground, but which, 
it was fecred, would not long affbyd a 
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neutrality to them.-Thus, upon every 

occasion, the news favourable .to the Spa¬ 
niards finally turns nut to be false ; or, at 
least, in hardly any case, does it turn out 
to be true. Who, then, will now be per¬ 
suaded, that the contest will not end in 
the submijsion of a4l S{)ain to the swsy of 
Napoleon ? The kingdom of Spain is large, 
and though oubdued, it is not aettkd in a 
day; but, as to the work of subjugation, 
there realjy appears very little remaining 
to be done. We are told of Spanish troops 
here and Spanish troops there; but* we 
find them uniformly making off at the ap¬ 
proach' of the French ; and, it is manifest, 
that, by degrees, the mass of iht? inhabi¬ 
tants must become anxi >us for repose, and 
will he inclined to accept of any change 
of rulers, rather than endure a prolonga¬ 
tion of the war, which so severely op¬ 
presses and distresses them. By the ex¬ 
penditure of vast sums of motiey,* we may 
keep up a sort of lingering war upon the 
borders of the sea ; hut, what end will that 
answer } It will not secure, nor tend to se¬ 
cure, the independence of Spain or France. 
It will not operate at all in favour of peace ; 
nor would it better the terms of a peace to 
be made with France, who would treat 
with the utmost cotiiempt any endeavour 
to consider Spaifi as arty tiling other than 

the. dominions of its new' king .Joseph_ 

I, therefore, see, in the war in Spain, no¬ 
thing hut a drain upon thi-i couti'ry, with¬ 
out the smallest chance of any ultimate 
benefit. II, indeed, we could see any pro¬ 
bability of uhim ite’success, it might then 
be advi.seaWe to continue the contest; but, 
we have now' the experience of three years 
bef( ire, us ; we have seen with our eyes 
enough to convince us, that there exist 
not the means of final sticccss; and, there¬ 
fore, the sooner we abandon the under¬ 
taking the better. By prolonging it we 
do, indeed, cause some expence and'some 
mortality to France; but we, at the same 
time, weaken ourselves in a degree tenfold 
to what we weaken her.-In the mean¬ 

while the ruleis of Spain are divided 
amongst themselves: it is yet a serious* 
question, whether they Mihail nor rc'/ore the 
Inquitition, which was, at the outset, abo¬ 
lished by the French ! Can any man be¬ 
lieve, that, with this before their eyes, the 
people of Spain will ,ent( r,heartily into a 
war against the French } Is it not much 
more iikel-y that they will look upon them 
as their real deliverers ! 

t 

Cakaccas.——H ert a sceaa .’has been 
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opened, which will not, in all human pro¬ 
bability, close till the* newworld has under¬ 
gone a revolution as complete as that of 
the old. Twenty years ago, an old 
Frenchman used, in speaking of the revo¬ 
lution, to say to me: " Ah, monsieur! eile 
/era la tour du monde.” And, really, it 
d;ieii seem, that it will make the tour of the 
World; for, so far from its career having 
been stopped by the exaltation of Buona¬ 
parte and the establishment of a regal go¬ 
vernment in France, that event seems to 
have extended the principle of change. So 
far from its having given the world a dis¬ 
gust with respect to revolutions, it sewms 
to have called forth a spirit of liberty 
before unknown to the world. It has been 
supposed, that the establishment of a regal 
government in France w ould prove an ef¬ 
fectual check to the revolutionary spirit; 
that men would reason thus: '' see what 
“ has happened in France; the peopla 
“ there made revolution iti order to es- 
" tabiish a republic;; but, the end has 
" been, that they have got a kingly go- 
“ verjimeqt, as they had before !’\ Men 
do iJot reason thus from that event; or, at 
least, their reasoning does not stop here. 
Tliey go further ; and, at last, they feel 
nothing to discourage them in Uieir en¬ 
deavours to effect a change, where they 
find ihemselvesoppresscd. Besides, France 
has acquired such immense power; she 
has acquired so much glory; she has been 
raised to such a height; that men lose 
sight of the mi.series she underwent in the 
|:;.-ogress from her former to her present 
state. The example, too, of so many 
men, raised from the lowest walks in life, 
to the most exalted ranks and dignities, 
has great irvAuence on the minds of men 
in general; ind, the knowledge which ih« 
world has of the bettered condition of the 
people of France, the diffusion of property 
which the revolution has produced; the 
more equal distribution of power and con¬ 
sequence, have bad a wonderful eff«^ct. ,■ - 
These things seem to be wholly- over¬ 
looked by thoj?e w'ho •express their sur¬ 
prize, that the French should find imitators 
in any part of the world ; but, these 
things art well worthy of the serious con- 
sids^ration of statesmen in all countries 
which have not yet been shaken hy revo¬ 
lution; and which statesmen, if they act 
wi.sely, will take care, to adopt, %n time, 
such nica.sure.s as will effeciually prevent 
the people from wishing for any^change 

in forms established.-^Tl.ese rtflectlona 

naturally Suggested themselves upon read- 

•TT /"fc 
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ing the account of Gener^il Miranda’s pro¬ 
gress in oversetting the old Government in 
Terra Firma. He understands such mat- 
tersSrery well; he was one of those men 
who headed the insurrection against the 
Old §overnments of the Continent of Eu- 
•rope, which he assisted to pull down; and 
now that he has ample room for the ekdir- 
tion of his talents, there is little doubt of 
his using them to the utmost of his power. 
He has proclaimed the Rights qf Man in 
terms still stronger than those rights were 
proclaimed in France at the outset of the 
revelation ; the absqlutesovereignty of the 
people is laid down as the basis of govern¬ 
ment in Old Spain. Here are altogether 
nearly 20 millions of people shakingv)!!’ 
kingly authority, and claiming the right 
of governing themselves ; and this, too, 
after all the erperience of France, which, 
therefore, does not operate as a check to 

revolutions.-There can be little doubt 

that the insurrection will eiftend itself from 
the Caraccas to Mexico, and continue in 
its route till it joins the American States in 
the Flbriclas, where it will nanirali 3 ',stop 
upon finding a system of self-government 
already established. To the southwaiid, 
we see the same spirit at work at Buenos 
Ayres ;*any, though we are told, that the 
Prince Regent is sending troops from the 
Brazils to assist the old government, there 
is no ground to expect that such a project 
can succeed ; and, indeed, it is by no 
means impossible, that the old govern¬ 
ment in the Brazils may be shaken by the 
spirit of revolution that is now agitatin'^ 
the New World.-It is curious to re¬ 

mark how the work of revolution is now 
singularly favoured. The old govern¬ 
ment of Spain is overset ty Napoleon, 
tvhose object is to establish a new 
dynasty there in a branch of his own 
faBiil\\ England, in order to prevent 
this, espouses the cause of the old govern¬ 
ment of Spain; she join.s the adherents of 
that government, and declares her object 
to be to preserve t/if integrity of the ancient 
wonarchjf. Nearly the saihe takes place 
with regard to Portugal. The Peninsula 
becomes the theatre of a great and dread¬ 
ful war between these two powers, who 
alone are able to do any thiijg fot^ or 
against the Provinces of South America. 
These Provinces seize tins opportunity of 
shaking ofi' the yoke of the old govern- 
incm. That old government has no 
power Vo prevent their success, and Eng¬ 
land, kept fully occupied by France, in 
£uiope, has iio power to preveut it. The 


only force that could be sent against the 
insurgents is safely bountl to the soil or 
the seas of Europe. And thus, the New 
World is left to follow its own taste, to 
form and fashion its governments accord¬ 
ing to its own wjll.-The interesting 

question tO an Engiisli readei*, is, how 
these changes will affect its. How they 
may affect us internally ; w^at moral ef¬ 
fects they may produce upon us, it is, 
perhaps, very difficult to say f but, it is 
by no means difficult to foresee, that, in a 
few years, they must have a wonderful 
effect upon our exterior relatio/tships. 
With free and independent governments 
along the wholv coast of North America 
and round that of the gulph of Mexico 
and in Terra Firma, it would be exceed- 
ingly great folly for us to expect to retain 
possession of any part of the West India 
Islands;,all the force we have would not 
be sufficient to preserve Jamaica, if the 
American governments were once to at¬ 
tack it. Their force would be at home; 
ours would have to be sent and fed from 
this kingdom. And, besides, the fleets 
of France would necessarily become so 
formidable, by the time I have my eye 
upon, as to engage the attention of the 

greater part of our maritime force.- 

To prevent the change, the stupendous 
change, which I am here contemplating 
as probable and likely, there appears to 
me to be required nothing short of an 
union of the whole of the forces of Franc* 
and England; and, tlie consequence of< 
that would be, that England would be¬ 
come a member of the French empire; 
80 that we should by an endeavour to pre¬ 
vent revolutions in distant countries and 
the loss of colonies, really lo.se our own 

independence.-These is one other way 

that, might retard the revolutions in South 
America, and that is by makingpeoce with 
Napoleon, recognizing his sovereignty in 
Spain and Portugal, and leaving him, with 
his fleets and armies, to reduce the insur¬ 
gent colonics to obedience.-This we 

^ might do, bat this is what we shall not do. 

shall carry oq the war in Europe till 
.America is completely emancipated; and, 
let the war in Spain then terminate as it 
may, it will not be in the power of Eu¬ 
rope to bring the Americans back to obe¬ 
dience.-1 perceiTfe, that amongst the 

grounds, which Miranda has alledged for 
the assertion of independence in the Ca¬ 
raccas, hu states the incapacity of the old 
government of Spain, with the assistance 
Qf EngtaitU, to resist Napoleon. He says 
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to tbe people: •* Your old government 
" is gone; it is no more: your 'choice, 
»therefore, lies between independence 
and subjection to France.” This may 
be said to be merely his opinion ; but, it 
aecms.to have been adopted by the people, 
and to hav^ formed one of the chief grounds 
nf the revolution.——If Napoleon should 
Bnally succeed in subduing the still re¬ 
sisting part of the Peninsula, and should, 
at a peace, see his brother seated quietly 
upon the throne of Spain and Portugal and 
recognized, as the lawful sovereign ; will 
it then be his interest to endeavour to re¬ 
sume the governments in South Am.;rica 
and the Islands ? In my opinion, it will 
not. The attempt would waste his means, 
and tarnish the glory of his arms. Nature 
seems to say, that the New World can no 
longer be dependent upon the Old; and 
a wise government in Spain and Portugal 
would nut fail to [profit from the experience 
of England, and to see, that, as it is im¬ 
possible to retain the sovereignty of South 
America, it is better so to part from it as, 
in future, to have the people of those 
countries for its friends than its enemies. 

--Upon looking back; upon taking a 

view of the events of the last twenty years, 
what a change strikes the eye! What a 
change has grown out of the corres¬ 
pondence between Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Chauvelin! The sovereigns of Europe com¬ 
bined to prevent c/mnge ,* and those of them 
who have escaped death in the conflict 
have seen half the, world completely re¬ 
volutionized. The king of Spain in par¬ 
ticular refused to acknowledge even i/te 
king of France as acting under theneiu von~ 
siUiuion. And that very king of Spain, 
now accepting of support at the hands of 
those who have, revolutionized France, 
may hear, if he hear of any thing, that 
those who call themselvesthe king’s friends 
in Spain, have proposed a new constitution, 
upon the model of that, which he so des- 
piseii in the year I7!f I, only rather more 
democraiical.—To attribute this change 
to this or that partial cause ; to talk of this^ 
or that efror in the ol<] governments;‘to 
talk of the Jacctbin and anti-Chri.stian con/ 
spiracles ; to talk of this nr that defeat or 
victory; is to reason very childishly. 
There is a great moral cause at work : 
there is a change id the mind of man, cl- 
which the leaders in revolutions have been 
merely the expositors. The writings of 
Paine and Cundorcet have been the ellect 
and not the cause of this change, wliich 
Itas 4)eeo gradually taking placet which 
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gradually advances In its progress, and 
which canimt be arrested in that progress 
any more than human p^wer can arrest th« 
progress of nature in any of her operatibns- 
The fault of the fallen governments has been, 
that they have not perceived these truths. 
They saw a resistance to their authority* 
g.ovring up amongst their subjects, and, 
ascribing it to a want of a sufficiency of 
rigour on their part, they have added to 
their former rigour. This, in some fases, 
produced an immediate effect contrary to 
what was expected; 3nd, where the people 
had not the power of themselves to oppose 
their government, they had only to jmt 
up their prayers for the arrival of the 
Frsnch, whom they received with open 
arms as their deliverers. The French, in 
many cases, treated the people worse than 
their former masters; but, it was only a 
part of the people that they thus treated ; 
they spared their partizans; and as tp 
the great mass, they would, of course, feel 
nothing of any ill-treatment from the 
French, who relied upon them for the du¬ 
ration of ttseir power. When we hear of 
the complaints of those who have been 
subdued, or have yielded themselves up 
to the French, we ought to bear in mind, 
that we hear only one side. V/e hear 
those who formerly enjoyed rank and 
opulence; we hear the complaints of a 
degraded and harshly treated nobility 
and clergy; we hear the complaints of 
pillaged and ruined merchants; but, though 
those complaints may be very just and 
must excite compassion in our breasts, we 
ought to bear in mind, that wc do not 
hear the mass of any people; ami we 
may be assured, that we never shall hear 
any compla nts from those who had no¬ 
thing to lose, and to whom no change could 

be for the worse.-This is what we should 

always bear in mind, because it would 
prevent us from being deluded into hopes 
of security to be derived from the discon¬ 
tents of the nations now under the sway 

eff our enemy.-If the government of 

England had reasoned in this way, the fatal 
expedition to the Helder would never have 
taken place. From the complaints oi !he 
merchants and other opulent men, wlio 
wdre smarting under the revolniien ni 
Holland, it was concluded that the whole 
country was discontented ; it was conclud¬ 
ed, that, having felt the miseries attendant 
upon French fraternity, tlic Dutt.h people 
would gladly return to their old govern¬ 
ment, if they had the means. Nothing 
otthis happened: the Butch volunteers 
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fought against our arVny with a degree of 
bravery for vvliich their counti^men were 
by no means fameB ; and, as to the people, 
those who have written accounts of the 
expedition, staie that our army was every 
Were received with as much hostility as tlie 
‘people dared to discover, and that thCjIat- 
ter buried and even destroyed provisions 
rather than sc/riht-m to our men. Here 
was, pne would liave thought, a les.son suffi¬ 
cient to awaken reflection. But, that lesson, 
and many others of t,he'sanic sort, serm to 
have produced upon us very little ellect. 
Wij stdl hear the same old story about the 
discontents of the Dulcli and other nution.s 
now united to Prance; and, which is the 
ser'ous part of the business, v\ e may yet 
see ex'itediiiinis founded upon such stories. 

-As to the Caraccas, howe,ver, if we 

were mad enough to entertain the wish, 
we have not the power, to send out ex¬ 
peditions. And, l)t‘sides, here is a re¬ 
volution, not only unconiiecied with 
the French, but even with a view to 
kei'p tile country out of the power of (he 
French. Here is a revolution going on 
with which the Frennh liave iioiliing at 
all to do. It is, in fact, a rii ing of m#n 
against what they think unjust authority ; 
and tliis is what has been taking place all 
over linrope. Whether it be belter or 
W'orse for mankind that rank and birth 
should fall into contempt is a cpiestTon 
which i.s beyond my humble capacity to 
answer; bn', it is a fact, that they have 
fallen and are daily filling into contempt. 
What has lunm and is going on, is an in¬ 
surrection ol titlenls and ronrage and in¬ 
dustry iigaiiisi hir«!i and rank. Men have 
not, at bottom, been contending about 
forms of governnunt. Wrilerl and orators 
have; but the mass of nations do not 
enter into the theories; they look to the 
prtfctical eflects. Tliey have hecn seek¬ 
ing su' h a diuni^c as will render their^lives 
more h p))y and less hn.'iiiliating, with 
Very little regaid as to navies and form^. 
The tall ol I lie old governments might 
have been (ireveiited by iiihcly concession ; 
but, who has been able to point out one 
single act ol tins sort, on the part of any 
government in Europe ? Ibnv glac^lj', 
when it was tjo late, ivouid they«all have 
conceded ! fSow g',.d!y would the French 
Princes have saricijoned that constitution, 
wJiii'h, in their manifestoes from Cobleniz* 
they ireaiid with so much contempt ! 
How gl'idly wool I the S atl'-tmliler have 
conceded all that the, Piussians, in 1787 , 
enabled him to refuse to the people ‘of 


Holland ! How gladly wpuld the Empe¬ 
ror have conceded to the people of Bel¬ 
gium all those things, and more than all, 
for having humbly asked for only a'part 
of which, many of the people had been 
trea,Jed as rebellioeis subjects !—^-'I’hese 
are great lessons; but, if we are to judge 
from the past, there caji be .little ground 
to hope that they will produce any salu¬ 
tary effect. ^ 

-From what we see in the 

public prints, there appears to be a desire 
to prepare the public mind for the de¬ 
thronement of the King of Sicily, or, at 
least, for .some, such event. The Coukier 

of the 7tli instant says:-" I here seems 

“ to be a general exneciation of some re- 
“ volution taking place in Sicily, if it has 
" not already taken place. We are jrerfect- 
“ ly at a loss to explain the policy of the 
” S.ciiian Government. It seems wholly 
“ at war with common .sense. For what 
“ can be more a.stoni,shing than that a 
'* Government should feel any other sr n- 
" tinient th,m that of detestation of an ene- 
“ my which has de.prived it of so large a 
“part of its power; or any other .senti- 
“ tonenl than that of graiituiie for a. ?jatiun 
“ which has preserved to it all that it yet 
" possesses of its ancient territories. But 
“ if v\e may err dit the accounts from 
"Sicily, the direct cotitiary is the fact,, 
“ and the British are regarded by the Court 
“ with jealously, distrust, and every other senti- 
" tnent but that which the^ merit. We say the" 
“ Court, as Ciintradistinjuisht d from the Jieo- 
" pie for the 1 lUi r are tnthusiasiically at- 
" laclied to this country, and feel as they 
" oughi for the protection we have aftbrd- 

" ed tilt rii.”-The reader remembers, I 

suppose, that one of the grouiiils of the 
war with the Jacobins of France, was, that 
they'attempted to divide the people of other 
nations from their governments f '1 he reader, 
if he was ohl enough to reail at the time, • 
can scarcely have firgoiten, that this was 
one of the heaviest of the charges against 
•thp poor Jacobins, at The out-set of the war 

for '• social order/'-Whal a change! 

Where will it all end ?-#^ut, this writer 

does not gti so far as a writer in the Times 
of the 4th ol October, who not only^ecom- 
iT)end.s the acting iipyii ihi,s principle with 
regard to Sicily, bnl with regard to ail the 
other old govniinients of Euippe; and, 
thus we, who began the “just and neces- 
" sary vvitr” of 171)3, lest the French 
stiould succeed in assisting people against 
their governmeats, are now to set ^bout 
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that same work ourselves.-The passage 

I allude to is as follows “ The people 
" of Sicily groan under'the burthen of 
"oppressions which it is not right that 
" men should bear. 'J’heir whole system 
" of laws and government is only one dark 
" tissue af error aAd Exaction. TheTii- 
" bunal of Patrimony, an iniquitous iribu- 
" nal, and ini1|uitoAsly administered, makes 
" the name of property a mockery : the 
" corn latvs starve the people, in the hearts 
“ of vallies that were once the granary of 
" the Roman Empire. The preserite of 
" the English, our fiJidity to our con- 
" tracts, our freedom of speech, our con- 
" tempt of every thing that oflers itself in 
" the shape of oppression, our newspapers, 
" which are read with inconceivable 
" avidity throughout the island, liave set 
" before the peoj)le cn example which 
" they have gone loo far not to follow lo 
" the uttermost. If we leave th’em to the 
" vengeance of the Court, and the French, 
" our faith and name will he degraded 
" throughout the Mediterranean. If we 
“ adhere to them, and ofer them a constitu- 
" tion, or enable them to choose one for 
“ themselves, we shall make for England 
" an ally, grateful and l>ound to us by the 
*' strongest tics, we shall fix a citadel in 
" the centre of the Mediterranean, from 
" which the most fatal blows may be di- 
“ reeled at the enemy the moment liis 
" powxr begins to shake, we shall shew 
" by one act of manly and generous po- 
" licy, the most striking contrast to the 
" conduct of France ; and prove that the 
" people v*hich trusts to the honour of the 
" British character will not be deceived. 
“ All policy is weak and empty in comparison 
" of this. The war is a war of character. 

“ The French, by holding out the promise 
" of relief from acknowledged burthens, 
" have gone forth ‘ conquering, and to 
" * conquer.' This, and not the ^rms or 
" the wisdom of France, has made her at 
*' this day the first power of the Continent. 
" As character raised her, character must put 
her down. The good faith and putic- 
" tiiioua honour of England make her eml- 
nently respected throughout Europe. 
" put there has been always an alloy of 
“ weakness and wavering in her policy. 
“ She has wanted the bold, frank, open as- 
" pect of a warliloe nation. The Conti- 
“ nent has been stricken deep; aial no- 
*' thing but the certainty of advantage w ill 
" make it rise. It fell through the vice of its 
*• old Governments ; and if we come Ibrward 
«m the allies of those Goveftiments, we 
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I" only come forward/q make the slavery of 
" Europe without hope. We might gain 
“ victories* and give the people a moment 
" to breathe and buckl^ on their armour : 
" but it has already encumbered and 
“ broken down their strength. Their 
" struggle might be desperate, but it 
‘iviould be short; and every blow lef 
“ in through the chinks of that gaping, 
" disjointed, ponderous covering, must 
“ be mortal. If the Confincnl couU look 
“ u|:» lo England as the reformer of its 
" abuses, as spreadint;ttheprinciples of libetty^ 
" without striving for dominion, as giving 
“ the nations the mighty example its 
” freedom, and strengthening them for 
“Jlhe attainment of the only thing that is 
" worth the purchase of man’s blood, we 
" should soon see the end of French usur- 
" pation ; and all the calamities with 
“ which it has harassed the world would pass 
“ aw'ay like a shade. The experiment isopen 
“ to vs in Sici^ : ihe people are strongly 
" attached to England, the Court has 
“ abandoned tliem, they have no consliiution, 
“ an^ iluyjiublicly demand our assistimce in ob- 
" thining one. The ground for the building 
" is cleared ; and nothing hut a f.iint-heari- 
ednetts, or a fickleness unworthy of the 
“ British character, can prevent our erect- 
" ing on it a proud and glorious memorial 
" of the, blessings of alliance with Eng- 

*Mand.”-What would Burke have said, 

if he had lived to hear this in an English 
ministerial print ? What would .lohii 
Bowle.s have said, if he had lived to read 
it in that same print which he used to se¬ 
lect as the vehicle of his lesser effusions in 
support of •' social order.” tiere is the 
doctrine broadly laid down, that we have 
a right to t|ke the j)art of people against 
their old governments. We are here told, 
that the continent of Flurope has falieu, 
not by the arms of France, not by th» 
writings of Jacobin.s, and Atheists, no’t by 
iheitseditious disposition of the people; 
but “ through the vices of the old govern^ 
tncnis and, that, to come forward as 
the allies of those governments is to en¬ 
deavour to " make the slavery of Europe 
“ without hope.'* Upon these grounds we 
are noxf to become " the reformer qf the 
“t abuses” of the old govermiu tiis of 
Europe*, and the Promulgators ol' “ the 
'' principles of liberty ann we are lo lie- 
gin the experiment ig Sicily, where “ the 
“ people have no'constitntion and publicly' 
" demand our assistance.” Hear tliis, all 
you, who, in 1793, sent up addresses in fa¬ 
vour of *• the just and necessary war,” ihea 



591] POLITIGAL Rfi<iISTER.—TficI of Mr. White. [59* 


began against Pran<;e, and <me of the 
chief grounds of which war w^, that she 
had passed a decyse, declaring, that if 
any people, by their unanimous voice, 
asked her assistance against an oppressive 
government, she would give them that 
assistance. Hear this, ail you who 
shouted for that war and who give 
the name of traitor to every man who 
did not approve of it. Hear this, all 
yon who have, for twenty years, been 

paying taxes in support of that war!- 

When Lord Grenville?" complained to Mr. 
Chauvelin of the Decree of which I have 
been speaking, the letter explained, and 
denied that its object or tendency was to 
set up any people against their goverE- 
niein, and said that it was only iiitemled 
to assist such nations as should have first 
conquered their liberty and should then 
ask assistance of France by the solemn 
and unequieocal expression oftlie general 
will. Lord Grenville says, ra an aver, th.at 
such an c.xplanation is iioi satisfuclory ; for 
that still ‘‘ there are cases, in wliich the 
“ promoters of sedition may c ouKt before- 
" band upon the assistance of the French 
“ Republic.” The French Minister Li;. 
Rrun afterwards wrote to our government 
a more fid 1 explanation ; but neither was 
that satisfactory. The offering assistance 
to a •wholepeople in opposition to their go¬ 
vernment was an offence, which the 
French^nation was to answer for at the 
cannon s mouth. Yet, we are now told, 
in an English ministerial paper, that it is 
our right, and indeed our duty, to give any 
people assistance against their government, 
and even the place where we are to begin 
is pointed out, namely, a country where 
we are the allies ot that very lovenimeiU 
agamst which it is proposed that we should 
assist the people ! Chauvelin, in one of his 
last ^otes tc Lord Grenville, has this pas¬ 
sage : “ It is evident, that ail the weight, 
« all the responsibility of the war, willTall 
“ sooner or later upon those who have pro- 
« voted it;” and Le Brun, in his note,* 
after having urged e\cry argernent to dis- 
suado England from entering mto the 
coalitjon against France, concludes with 
these memorable words: “If her (France’s) 
** explanations are yet insufficient, and H’ 
" we. are yet to hear a haughty lan¬ 

guage t ii hostile }>reparaj,ion 3 arc yet 
« continued in the English ports; after 
" having exhausted every means to pre- 
" serve ppace, we will prepare for war, 
** with a sense of the justice of our cause, 
and of our efforts to avoid this extre-i 


“ mity: We will fight the English, fwhom 
“ we esteem, with regret, but without 
“ fear.” To this Note, though coming 
from one of the persons iheit att.hc head 
of the French government. Lord Grenville 

did not think proper to reply.-What 

events have taken plaFe since that Note 
was written! Children then unborn in 
England and Ireland haVe hs^ to rue that 
day'; and who has yet to me it no one 
can tell, or even guess. But, of all the 
strange events, the most strange certainly 
is, that it is now openly inculcated in the 
English ministerial prints, that •we ought 
to look upon it as our right and our iuty to 
afford assistance to any people who are 
discontented with their government, and 
who apply to us for that assistance— 
Time only can discover where all this is 
to end. 

WM. CQBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Priday, 
i'Ali Nov. 1811. 

P. S. It was intention to insert 
some remarks upon the Tuial or Mu. 
White of the Iii(le|)endent Whig ; birt, I 
defer thelii till the whole of the I'loceed- 
iiigs are before my readers, w'hen 1 can 
refer to them as I proceed. In the mean 
while, I cannot help expressing that satis¬ 
faction at the verdict, which has been so 
generally felt by the public. 


TRIAL OF MR. WHITE. 

Sittings before Lord Eltenborough and a 
Special Jury. 

THE KING V. HENRY WHITE. 

« 

Court of King’s-Bench, Nov. 1 . 
The following were the names of the 
Gentlemen sworn as the Jury to try this 
case 

f^eaal. 

Richard Noble, St.-Mary-at-Hill. 

Tliornas Bowden, Camomile-street. 

vJolui Danvers, Bread-street-bill. 

Abraham Alanii, • .Size-lane. 

James Henckell, Upper-Tliames-st. 

Grant Allan, Wiuchester-siroet. 

Tales. 

Robert-Rigalsford, J B^hop^ate-Ward 

Tliomas Hamilton, Castlehaynard-Ward. 
Thomas Cole, Same place. 

James Carpenter, Same place. 

Jolin Leafc Same place. 

Benjamiil Chip. Same place. 
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Mr. Ri(^ttris6n opened the pleadings on 
the part of the prosecution, stating ‘this to 
be an Information charging the Defendant 
with hiving printed and published a scan* 
dalous and seditious Libel on the Idth of 
September, 1810, and ^to this charge the 
Defendant*had pleaSed—Not Guilty. * 
The Altomiy-Generic, on the same side, 
stated, that the Libil to which he had now 
to call the attention of his Lordship pnd 
of the Jury, was one of the most mis¬ 
chievous and malignant tendency, and was, 
in all its parts of such a nature, tha\ he 
should have felt he neglected his duty, had 
he allowed it to pass without observation 
and to go unpunished. It would be ne¬ 
cessary for him to state the circumstances 
which had given occasion to the publica¬ 
tion in question, that the Jury miglit be 
better able to judge of the motives by 
which it was dictated. After the splendid 
achievements of our armies in Spain and 
Portugal, particularly in the battles of Vi- 
miera, Roleia, Taiavera, Busa^o, &c. it 
was judged that it would be for the honour 
' of the army, that medals should be pre¬ 
pared and presented to the Officers, above 
a certain rank, who had borne a sliare in 
those engagements, that they might wear 
the same, suspended by a ribbon, round 
the neck, in commemoration of the exer¬ 
tions made by the British Army on those 
days. It was impossible that these medals 
could be prcseiued to every' individual, 
though all wereequaily distinguished. All 
•the Army, howevcr,«it must be apparent to 
every one who rightly viewed the subject, 
W'as equally'honoured in this mark of ap¬ 
probation and distinction thus paid to the 
Commanding Officers, ^be medals being 
presented to all the General Officers, in¬ 
cluding Lieutenant-Colonels ; nor was it 
ever dreamt, before the publication in 
question made its appearance, that there 
could a person be found capable of con¬ 
struing this mark of distinction into some¬ 
thing injurious tothesoldier. The object of 
the publicationin question, however, there 
could not be a doubt, was to hold out to, 
the soldiers that an ,odious distinction 
was thereby made between the of^ 
fleers and the soldiers; that the merit v/as 
wished to be represented all due to the 
Officers, and that the soldiers were disre¬ 
garded, and even befd out to. contempt; 
and that a private soldier was esteemed as 
of no regard. The publication in ques¬ 
tion did not lose'sight of a topic never 
omitted or lost sight of on such occasions. 
“-It'did Bot omit to state, and to point 


out with care and ^xiety, hovr mudi 
better the soldiers in the ranks of Buona- 
pane were rewarded t^^ tfaeaoldiers in 
the British Army were. He (the Attorney 
General) sliould say no more than this, that 
it was impossible not to see that the pub¬ 
lication in question was intended ^d was . 
caicdlated to produce disaflbciion and dis¬ 
content among our soldiers ; and, if such 
spirit were to be disseminated, it was need¬ 
less for him to state, far more to Snter 
into a detail of the dreadful consequences 
which might ensue. ‘The publication was 
a gross misrepresentation of the feelings 
of the soldiery, as wellTas a scandalous Aid 
malignant attempt to induce them to 
abandon those honourable and praise¬ 
worthy feelings by which they had hither¬ 
to had been actuated, and to embrace the 
views of the writer of this publication. It 
was a gross misrepresentation irf the feel¬ 
ings of the soldier : for, did the Jury bt^- 
lieve that any soldier could be found who 
would feel a rancour in his mind at an ho¬ 
nour conferred on his Officer?—On lire 
contrary, did they not believe thaPa sol¬ 
dier seeing mi Oflicer who had commanded 
hipi in any of the battles, in commemora¬ 
tion of which these racdels had been con¬ 
ferred, with the medal hanging at hie breast, 
would not say' to those who accompanied 
him—“ See how we are honoured ; see 
how the person who led us on to victory 
at Vimiera, &c. has been honoured for 
him, and for us?” 

The A(t<)rney-General was satisfied 
there was scm cely a person to be found 
who could have give n any other interpre¬ 
tation to the motive which actuated His 
Majesty’s Goverumeiit in the issuing of 
these medalsJ It remained for the person 
who pri'.ited and published the article in 
question to give to this act the dark repre¬ 
sentation he had chosen to affix to»it. 
There was another part of the pubiicatiem 
in question, wliich went to the conduct of 
His Majesty’s Government, or of Ministers. 
Now he (the Attorney-General) was far 
from di!jputing*the right of the subjects of 
this country fully, freely, and fairly, to 
enter inta a discussion of the conduct of 
Ministers. This, he agreed, was a riglit 
which must, at all times, he liberally per¬ 
mitted; but still this would not and ought 
not to warrant general calumny. That 
the character of the pVesent Government 
was infamy, that every part of their con¬ 
duct was marked by corruption, was not 
to be tolerated as a general assertion, 
without assigning the ground for so hafiish 
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slid severe a conclusion. This could not 
be called discussimt, but was gyoss, unpro¬ 
voked, and unsubstantiated calumny, as 
his Lordship would inform them. Such 
was this publication, as far as the soldiers 
were concerned, and such were the ge- 
.neral calumnies it contained, which he had 
no doubt the Learned Lord would infosm 
them amounted to a libel. He should now 
read the libel to them, and ask them, if 
this Was not its true character ? After re¬ 
citing the order in the immediately pre¬ 
ceding Gazette, the |fublication goes on to 
make the observations of its Author, which 
hetonreives well whrthy of attention, at a 
moment when the military energies of a 
neighbouring nation have reached an un¬ 
precedented blight, and when the pre¬ 
vention of the actual subjugation of this 
country by our enemies in a great measure 
depends on the exertions of our sailors and 
soldiers. Ttiat a Ministr}', who-se cha¬ 
racter is infamy,—that sncii a mass of ig¬ 
norance and corruption should have pul 
the seal to their own conduct, by issuing 
such an onicr, the Writer esteesns even in 
them exiraorilinary. The Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral asked, could it be permitted, thjit, 
without discussing the merits of any act of 
an Ailtninistraiion, or the merits of any 
Administration generally, any Newspaper 
W ritcr should take upon himself to .say 
that the conduct of Ministers was such tiiat 
their character was infamy, and such as 
held them out to abhorrence }—The puh- 
licatioii proceeds, “ Wliy, we indignantly 
demand, is this reward to be confined to 
the officers.? Why is this insult to the 
army at large ? Why is this unjust and 
ungenerous distinction made r” it, goes on 
to notice the battles of i/imicra and 
Corunna, which it characlcrize.s as “ equi¬ 
vocal and barren,” and asks, " must cor¬ 
ruption and imbecility manifest itself in 
every particular ?”—Thins, the Attorney- 
General contended, it was represented to 
the soldiers that they were vilified and 
disgraced ; and to the public, that the md- 
tivo of this grant *to the officers ^as cor¬ 
ruption.—^This mark of honour, which 
could be granted only to a fig,w of the 
leading-officers, in testimony of the ho¬ 
nourable conduct of tlie whole, was reffre- 
sented as odious and disgraceful to the 
soldiers, and to be corrupt on the part of 
Ministers. The pftbUcation then warned 
this country not rashly to shut their eves 
against-instructioni but to attend to the 
military system of the Ruler of France, 
which was deserving of imitation. •• Mez-it 


finds promotion in his army.”—" In his 
army, merit always finds reward.” The 
spirit of the order the Author of the Pub¬ 
lication interprets into this, that ths offi¬ 
cers alone in our army are entitled to re¬ 
ward. At this the Author feels indignant, 
and complains that edmmon pdicy, nay, 
that justice is violated, by thus treating 
the soldier with contenfpt, ndy, by placing 
him below his level.—^The Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral concluded by asking of the Jury, if 
this could be done for any other purpose 
thad to excite discontent in the army ?— 
and if so, they would hear from a higher 
authority than his that the Publication ia 
que.stion was alibel. 

A person from the Office of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury was then examined, who 
stated that he saw the certificate, to which 
was annexed the certified Copy of the Af¬ 
fidavit ol' Mr. While, as sole Proprietor 
and Prin'ter of The Irulependent Whig, sworn 
by him at Dorchester GaolJ on the 18th 
May, 1810, signed by pAlward Hatton, 
Esq. one of the Commissioners of the Stamp 
Office, which certificate, with the aflidavit 
annexed, he now produced. 

Mr. Lams, jun. here addressed his Lord- 
ship, begging to he heard a few words in 
this stage of the business. He begged to 
call to his Lordship’s attention tlie case of 
Mr. Redhead Yorke, who was tried at 
York, on which occasion it was put to the 
Judge, whether the Defendant might not* 
be allowed the privilege of Counttel to 
examine and cross-examine witnesse.s, „ 
while, at the same time, the Defendant 
was heard in his own defence? There was 
a printed Report of the case, w'hich would 
give his Lordship satisfaction on this point, 
if he required it. 

Lord Ellenborough sajd he recollected 
the case, and being then Counsellor the 
Crowji, had deferred to the opinion of the 
Learned Judge on that particular occasion. 
There was a contrary practice, however, 
prevailing in the Court, which he should 
be sorry to overturn, and that was, that no 
person could avail himself both of his own 
*ex*crtions, and of those of his Counsel, 
[lis Lordship had' no objection, however, 
if a point of law should occur, that the 
Defendant should have the benefit, in 
arguing it, of the assistance of the Learned 
Counsel, or of any oflier Counsel he might 
chuse. His Lordship did not speak in re¬ 
lation to this trial, but objected tb the irre¬ 
gularity wjiich must naturally arise from 
such a practice. 

Mr. LSba then requested to be aljiowcd 
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to take an objection as to the Copy of the 
Airidavit, which had been put in to prove 
the responsibility of the Defendant to 
whafever was contained in the Sunday 
Newspaper called The Independent Whii;. 
The Act of the 3^th pf the King, which 
recognizAl this as sufficient proof, directed 
that the Affijlavit of Newspaper Proprie¬ 
torship should be sworn before a Conunis- 
•ioner of Stamps, or one whom the Com¬ 
missioner! should S[iecially appoint for 
that purpose. The present Affidavit ap¬ 
peared to have been sworn only before 
the D’ytributor of Stamps for the Dorset¬ 
shire district, the Defendant being, at the 
time of its being made, a prisoner in Dor¬ 
chester gaol ; and no authority to have 
been given to him for that purpose. 

The Attorney General answered this, ob¬ 
jection by reading from the Act a Proviso, 
that it should not be necessary,to prove 
the Deputy a Commissioner or Officer. 

Lord Ellenhorough would assume from 
the Copy of the Affidavit produced, that 
the Affidavit itself was sworn, because he 
was directed to do so by the Act: but that 
was not enough; it must be sworn either 
before a Commissioner, or a Person autho- 
riziA by the Commissioners. The Act 
did not leijuire that the authority should 
be proved; but the Affidavit before the 
Court ran, “ Sworn before me, Whitaker, 
Distributor.” The Act did not state that 
a Distributor,- (juotiU Distributor had any 
authority to take the Affidavit. 

The Attorney General cal.ed Mr. Whi¬ 
taker, who ^proved that he had revived 
from the Sump Office in 1803, an wuiho- 
rily in writing to take such Affidavits; 
but he had mislaid.it. « 

Mr. Lawes, rising to cross-examine this 
■wiiiit-ss, 

Lord ElUnhnrouqh said, he would not 
have what was meant foi lenity qursled as 
a precedent. Ttie Counsel must put his 
client upon examining the witness: lie 
might suggest the questions to liim. 

Mr. Gurrow, for the Prosecution, said, 
that this was not a new doctrine. It harj 
been derided, in WcH|iiiinsier Hall ; and 
Mr. Cliffiird had left the Court in conso- 
quei«;e of the decision. 

Mr. Whiiak'-r protluccd the Letter fiom 
Mr. Beresf-.ril, late Set rt lary to the Com¬ 
missioners, wnieh enclosed ,his inislait! 
authority,. It meniioiied the authority 
enclosed. 

Mr. White then proceetled to cross- 
examine the Wfiiiess, which he/lid atcon- 
■idsffiible length. 


From the incompktenesa of this evi¬ 
dence, the ,fact of the #*aper in question 
being bought at the Ogice of the' The /«- 
dependent Whig, No. 23, Warwick-sqoare, 
was pro ved ; and Mr. S. Hill, of the Stamp 
Office, produced the original Affidavit. 

Mr. Lowes objected that the evidence, 
whs'now more incomplete than before. 

Lord Ellenborough ,—They are not pro¬ 
ceeding under the Statute now; they have 
proved what they are not required By the 
Act to do—the buying of the publication. 

Mr. Lawes procee&ed to stale, that the 
Affidavit was a nullity. 

Lord Ellenborough.^The certificatW is 
now only supple.tory evidence; and if the 
Affidavit was not sworn before the proper 
Officer it is void. But if the Defendant 
had only written a Letter, saying, I shall 
carry on such a Priming Business at such a 
Place, and M Paper had been produced 
bought at that Place, it w’ould be pro¬ 
bable evidence* to go to a Jury, that the 
Defendant was the Publi.sher of the Paper. 

Mr. LaWMsaid, that his objection was, 
that,the Affidavit was a perfect liullity, 
unless authorised by the Act of Pariia- 
ment. Here the Affidavit had been sworn 
before a Person not appointed to take it. 

Lord Ellenborough .—It is agamst you 
both ways. If they go upon the Act of 
Parliament, the Affidavit will be left to 
Ih# Jury, with .such observations as the 
produced envelope may suggest in favour 
ot its authority. But, at any rate, they 
have a Declaration tinder the Defendant’s 
hand, that heis the Printer, Publislier, and 
Sole Proprietor, of a I’aper intended to 
be published at No. 23, Warwii k-sqoare, 
on the I8tti of May ; and on the 23d of 
September fAllowing, a paper is purchased 
tliere. It is competent to you to shew, 
that in the intermediate titne he ceased to 
carry on the Printing Business thtre. 
Otherwise the evidence is competent to 
go to a Jury, as to the fact of the Defend¬ 
ant being the Publisher of the Paper in 
(]ue.siion. 

Mr. Lftives requestedf that a Note might 
be taken of his objection., 

Lord Milent^rough .—I have already an¬ 
ticipated your wishes. 

*I'lie Jjbel was then read by the proper 
Officer, Mr. Lowten. The Paper was 
S lid to be printed and published by and 
lor the Defendant. • * 

Mr. Lowes was afraid the court were 
not yet in possession of iiis objection. It 
was, tlkat the Affidavit could not be read 
far another purpose than that for which 
it was made. « 
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'Lori Ellenborough.-r-l have heard your 
objection,—think # ha« no foujidation,— 
over-rule' it,—and^now we will go to 
something else. 

Mr. Whitaker underwent a long cross- 
examination by the Defendant. 

Mr. Latoes asked the Attorney-General, 
if he went upon the first or third couob; 
as he wished to know which tjje Libel was 
read as applicable to; for, having only 
the ctnnmoii faculties of man, he had 
compared it only vriib the first in the 
Record. ‘ 

Lotd Ellmborougk.-—As applicable to 
anyt‘ If it is stated 4iiiicrently in different 
counts, it was your business to discover 
that difl'erence before you came here, r 
The Gazette was put in and proved ; it 
being an allegation that such an order ex¬ 
isted in it as the Libel ijuoted. 

The Defendant said, there bad been no 
proof where the Gazette was obtained. 

Lord Ellcfihoroug/t.’^Your Paper admits 
it. The production of the Paper is evi¬ 
dence in all cases of bankruptcy. 


DEFENCE. 

May it please Your Lordship and 
Gentlemen qf the Jury, 

In oflering to the Court my Defence to 
the allegations this day produced against 
me,—mistrustful as I am of the efl'ect of 
ray own feelings in the peculiar situation 
in which I stand, with a desire not to waste 
unnecessarily the time of the Court and 
Jury,—! have chosen to commit what I 
have to say to paper, rather than to place 
iny inexperience in competition with the 
practice and ingenuity of fciy Learned 
Opponent. 

Sensible, also, that the nature and qua- 
lit}«,of iny vindication would be likely to 
bear little upon the tenour of the argu- 
DDirnt which would be pressed against me, 
and consequently less liable to interruption, 
I availed myself of this circumstance tb 
digest my thoughts, and adapt them to 
the double purpose of convenience and 
precision.—In doing which, I do4ut follow 
the example of that great lifferary Genius 
and Philanthropist, the unhappy Mr. Gil¬ 
bert Wakefield;—who, it will be' remem¬ 
bered, for a similar oflence with which I 
am charged, so fatally endured the peril 
attached to the indulgence of an exuber¬ 
ant butarirtuous fancy,, by being long im- 
raured within the very walls from which 
i have just eBterge<i.«>To pursue the aav 


logy, and with little appearance of hyper¬ 
bole,—“ He did but live to taste of li¬ 
berty and die —while for me, it sbetuld 
seem, after a much longer enduranoe, a 
worse calamity than even death is reserved, 
from which there is no escape, but through 
the 'effect of truth hpoh the minds of aa 
enlightened and merciful Jury. 

After what has been'urged by the At¬ 
torney-General, as to the nature and effect 
of the imputed Libel, and the dangerous 
tendency of its publication,—I should rise 
to adtircss you in my own behalf with a 
much greater degree of diflidence and con¬ 
cern, were I not led to place my hopes 
upon a foundation totally distinct from the 
merits or demerits of the Publication iu 
question. 

Had I beencharged upon the record with 
the mere act of publication of the matter 
alleged against me, it would then have 
been necessary to have examined its 
quality ; but when I am charged w'ith 
causing the Publication to be made,— 
with the view of exciting discontent and 
disaffection in the minds of the Liege Sub¬ 
jects of our Lord the King, and particu¬ 
larly of the Persons belonging to the 
Army,—I come here to justify myself 
from this implication of the record.—In 
doing which I assume it as a principle of 
Justice, as well as Humanity, that 1 shall 
experience the indulgence of the Court 
and the attention of the J ury. 

Gentlemen of the Jury,—I will not 
question your liberality by supposing, that 
the remembrance of past transactions will 
have^y influence in directing your deci¬ 
sion upon the present occasion:—neither 
passion nor prejudice, I am persuaded, 
will interfere with or obstruct your justice. 

Gentlemen,—You have heard every 
thing brought that could be brought, from 
the spurces of Law and Ingenuity, to 
stamp the shame of wilful criminality upon 
my bead ;—and it is now your duty, as I 
am sure it is your inclination, to attend 
patiently and seriously to what I shalloiler 
in my Defence. 

1 pass over, therefore, the matter alleged 
ip the information without a comment 
but I reply to all and every the particular 
charges contained in the Record and as 
the Law, which sets up that official instru¬ 
ment against me, pei^its me to attempt 
to refute its allegations,—it is here 1 taka 
my stand,—it is here I challenge convio 
lion,—and, fearlessly invoke your un- 
bia.ssed and discriminating Verdict. Tha 
Record stnes, not only that 1 publishedxht 



€0t]^ NOVEMBERS, 1*11 

alleged LU)e1, bat pronounces that I did 
k wiih a Criminal Intention !—The Speech 
of my Learned Adversary necessarily 
agrees with the words and meaning of the 
Record,—both ascribing to me a wilful 
criminality, a direcj mischievous and 
wicked iiftent, to tfie end and for the *pur. 
poses set forth in the Information.—With¬ 
out attempting to follow my Learned Ad¬ 
versary through the mazy path of legal 
disquisition, it is simply to the plain and 
positive declaration contained in that Re¬ 
cord alone, that I propose to make my Re¬ 
ply, and to rest the proof of my Innocence 
upon the broad basis of Truth.-Gen¬ 

tlemen,—In a cause like the present, I 
apprehend your own judgment will tell 
you, and I should hope the Court will con¬ 
firm it,—that if I show in any one in¬ 
stance that! am charged wrongfully,—that 
the Instrument by which I am prraigned 
is fictitious and defective,—that it is defi¬ 
cient in regularity as well as in substance. 
—1 say. Gentlemen, I apprehend it will 
be only necessary to make this appear to 
procure me a ready acquittal. 

I am aware, that there arc certain cases 
wherein the law can dispense with forms, 
as well as render them indispensihle in 
others. I kiiovv not, therefore, whether 
the error I shall detect will come under 
the first or last denomination ; hut this I 
know, that the error will be none the less 
for bring disregarded; and that in cri¬ 
minal cases, where the life or liberty of a 
fellow creature is at stake, I have under¬ 
stood it to be the maxim of the Constitu- 
tional Law*of England to h‘t the scale of 
mercy preporiderate, and grant the benefit 
of informality to the side which most re¬ 
quires it. 

In the first place, then, allow me to 
direct your attention while I declare, that 
the Place of Publication as set fortb.in the 
Record is erroneous, I know of no Publi¬ 
cation vended in the Parish of St. Mary- 
le-Bow, in the Ward of Cheap ;—I have 
never stated myself to h'ave had any Pub- 
ticalion in such place. Let the Court refcf 
to my affidavit, nay,,to ifie Publication 
itself, or to any person who may be savf 
^0 have purchased the same at the Office 
of Publication, and their evidence must 
refute the substance of the Record. 

The Law, I know,*s heldto,be, that per¬ 
sonal evidence is unnecessary in a case 
like the present} the Court receiving and 
ackiiowlc'lgitig my affidavit, tr^ether with 
the production of my Publication, as suffi- 
cienkevidenen of roy printing and pubtinih- 
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ingbut then the. Record mast a^ee 
with both ^ost minutely and circtmutimiiallif. 
It does not do so!-^It t^oes neither. It nei¬ 
ther agrees with my Paper, nor nay affi¬ 
davit—but is contradictory to both. 

Should it be pretended that the forms of 
Court go so far as to allow that proof of 
the* Publication in London only shall be 
held sufficient, I will ask, why attempt to 
name the specific place of Publication ?— 
why should the King's Attorney invalidate 
his official instrument ?—why impeach the 
Record by the introduction of a positive 
falsehood, if he had not known that the 
proof of the identity of the Place of I"5bh- 
cation had been necessary to have sus- 
tsnned his information—w'hcn the simple 
line of truth was plain before him r—But 
I ask, if I had been as well prepared to 
have disproved the Publication being 
made in London, as I am prepared to dis¬ 
prove its being issued, where the Record 
states it to have been issued,—would not 
his Lordship have held it fatal to the in¬ 
formation ?—and I maintain the error is as 
palpable Ml the eye of reason and justice, 
as though the Publtcafiun had been issued 
sjt York. 

In other criminal cases, the Law re¬ 
quires a strict adlicrencc to fact in matters 
of evidence ; and shall I not be entitled to 
equal privilege w’it'i the assassin or tlie 
hsf’Viwayrnan ? 

This error is not imputed to me, and I 
leave it to your candour and justice to de¬ 
cide, whether the consequence should not 
rest with those who committed it. 

I have shewn the Record to be false, 
which states " The Independent Whig" 
Sunday Newspaper, to be published in the 
Parish of St?Mary-le-Bow, in the Ward of 
Cheap;—that Paper being published lin 
the Parish of Christchurch, in the Wardnf 
Farringdon Within. Is it possible, then, 
that the Court shall proceed to try a cause, 
and a crimihal cause too, by a false inslau- 
ment ? Or should his Lordship decree 
that I must answer to a false arraignment, 
I trust the Jury wilf never consent to 
ground their verdict upon the faith of an 
instrument so palpably erroneous. 

Should that, however, be the decision of 
tlTe Court, though I do not despair of a 
different sentiment being entertained by 
the Jury, I .shall nevertlieless proceed to 
observe, that this Fel^e Record states also, 
that I published the alleged Libel with 
the most criminal intention :--and to 
prove this, my Learned Prosecutor has at¬ 
tempted to shew,—-not that I either wrote. 
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rtad, or even saw, tl^e ofTenslve article be¬ 
fore insertion,—not that I was privy to, or 
participating in, the very act of its publi¬ 
cation,—for this. Gentlemen, it was impos¬ 
sible that he could shew;—but only that 
the Law considers me responsible for all 
.and every thing to which my name is af¬ 
fixed, whether with or without my con¬ 
sent, provided I enter my name in the 
proper Books at the Stamp-Office for that 
purpose.—Thus you observe. Gentlemen, 
that the Law is to be imperative upon me, 
to keep me to the strict letter and mean¬ 
ing of my Affidavit, as entered in the Go- 
vei^ment Books, wifile it assumes to itself 
the license to vary or mis-state facts at 
pleasure, and still justice must Submit tuits 
caprice.—If such be the usage of the Law, 
I cannot^ .<iay much in praise of it.s equity. 
But to proceed:—Gentlemen, I humbly 
conceive that you sit here this day, to de¬ 
cide not more upon the merits and ten¬ 
dency of. the Publication before you, than 
upon the positive assurance you may be 
brought to entertain of iriy intentional 
guilt OP innocerice in the fact of‘its publi¬ 
cation.—His Lord.ship may tell you,*tliat 
the matter in que-tion is a ni 0 .st heinous 
Libel,—he may possibly convince you to 
that elliiCt,—but he must tMl lo eonvince 
you that 1 enterlained ihe Criminal Imen- 
tiun set ferih in the Record. Genilemen 
—Ui ason, as 1^11 a,. Law, must agree, tjiat 
jt i.s the Iiteiition alone which constitutes 
the criiiiiiialiiy of the deed. “ I may 
shoot mine arrow o’er the house and slay 
my hroiher,”—hut the Law would not 
condemn me, r.or yet my con>icienie. 
With respect to this mailer, 1 am as one 
who is told he has <lone some act in his 
sleep, ot wiiich he is altogether uncon¬ 
scious. But, Gentlemen, it is not (happily 
for me) it is not the Attorney-General’s 
voit/:lnn^ it to have been done with a Cri¬ 
minal Jnieniion, whirli will weigh any 
thing in your minds, piovided your con¬ 
sciences do not concur in his opinion.— 
Genilemen, You sit here, deputed by tlse 
Constitution of yAur Country, to decide 
between innocence and accusation,—to 
elicit truth,—and such must constitute 
your Verdict- The Law is understood to 
be grounded upon Truth ; and, whatever 
colouring art or enmity may |rive to a 
case, whatever interence or interpretation 
may arise from professional learning or in¬ 
genuity,—still, afier all. His Lordship, I 
should hope, will tell you, that it is your 
consciences which must decide,—that Truth 
nust be the umpire !—If the Rules of this 


Court would permit, I would here call 
witnesses to prove that the article in ques¬ 
tion was the production of another person, 
and inserted without tiihtr nty knoukflge or 
consent but. Gent lemen, though the forms 
of law debar me from the privilege of thus 
unequivocally subAantiating thij^ fact, you 
will, nevertheless credit the assertion; as 
ou must necessarily 0 oncei*«e, situated as 
was at the time, a prisoner in a distant 
gaol, (the gaol of Dorchesjer.) that, 
morally speaking, I could not have had 
the tnost distant idea of such an Articls 
being about to appear in my Paper; and 
that consequently it was a moral hnpossi- 
bility that 1 could either participate in tho 
intention of the writer, or prevent its 
publication.— I say. Gentlemen, I could 
produce evidence of this fact, if the 
Rules of Court would permit ;—but, 
though not suffered to do this, I can at 
least dedlare, which here I most solemtdy 
do, that tlic Ariicle in quesiilm was written 
so close upon the hour of publication, as 
lo preclude the ptis.sibiiily of any copy of 
it being sent to me before it was published 
to the world;—but that when it did reach 
me, I have ev.dence also to jirove that I 
disclaimed any knowledge of it—let this 
circumstance, then, w'ilness For me that I 
had no Criminal Intention in its publica¬ 
tion.—And now. Gentlemen, let me en¬ 
treat you to reflect upon the unprecedented 
perilous situation into which 1 Iiaye been' 
driven, and from the effi-cis of which I 
am thus brought to st'and belore you this^ 
day.—It is just and natural to trace effects 
to their causes, and the present will be 
found to have, its source in the operation 
of that Power which now arraigns me.— I 
beseech your earnest attention to this point. 
Gemlemen, I was borne away from the 
scene of my avocations,—deprived of the 
personal superintendance of my concerns, 
still to be accounted amenable for every 
incidental error, and with this only alter¬ 
native, —to embrace immediate ruin, by re- 
lincjuisliing my means of support .—Driven, 
therefore, as 1 have been, into this present 
'peril by the rigorous operation of the 
Law,—feeling, as‘l am made lo do, the 
pressure of an kwful responsibility, with 
the combination of other evils which haf# 
resulted from it,—I cannot but feel, like¬ 
wise, the just and moral right I possess to 
your indul^nce and protection —(ientle* 
men, 1 take my God to witness, that I 
neither saw nor beard of the Article in 
question before its insertion; 1 never 
couiueilet nor sanctioned its appearance i 
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and you must necessarily perceive, if you 
credit the assertion I have made, -or the 
evidence I desire to adduce, that it was an 
utter impossibility, from the nature of my 
situation, a*nd the time and manner of its 
appearance,—an utter impossibility for 
me to hav»» done so.4-/(nd if I haveshdwn 
this, let me ask, where is the individual 
that can cohicicnfiously pronounce me 
morally guilty of a malicious and wicked in¬ 
tention in ^his matter ?—What alone was 
morally possible for me to do in such a 
case, I have already offered. The Wfiter 
and bona-fide Publisher has declared him¬ 
self reaHy and willing to Answer for its 
production. This offer on our part has 
been rejected; not rejected as to any 
backwardness in prosecuting the real Au¬ 
thor, but only as to the condition of free¬ 
ing me from implication. 

Gentlemen, let me not be understood to 
infer that this conduct in my Learned 
Prosecutor is ascribable to any other mo- 
live than what he takes to be the line oi 
his public duly :—I cannot question but 
that the practice and usage of the law con¬ 
stitute his rule of action:—yet, gentlemen, 
I may reasonably presume, that the just 
principle of that duty, the trui; essence of 
□ur law, is to invoke correction upon, 
such, and such only, who can be proved 
to have deserved it: and therefore it is 
upon this ground I contend, that duty 
should assi/uilate with reason and equity 
and not confound the technicalities of 
Law with the purposes of Justice,# 

To arrive at the true source of mischief 
the Law wisely admits a power to arraign 
the suspicious;—hut, when that true 
lource is tendered, when the real offender 
18 neitlier attempted' to be disguised nor 
withheld, where is the justice which would 
involve the guiltless? Here is an Implied 
alienee committed, and to get at the^ of¬ 
fender, (which surely must constitute the 
full intent of justice,) the Law seeks its 
remedy against such as lie within its cog¬ 
nizance ;—but, if I have been placed, by 
the sentence of this Court, for the long 
interval of three years, an almost solitary 
prisoner in a gaol one hutidred and twenty 
miles distant from the place of the publi¬ 
cation of my Paper, and thereby cowi- 
pelled to submit the superintendance of 
that Paper to an Ageift, or cease to pub¬ 
lish it, and thus have renounced the 
means of Subsistence for myself and fa- 
|nily, I appea^ to your consciences as 
lost, as feeling, as honourable men, if the 
ckarge^of criminal intention can possibly 
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attach to me, for the. publication by my 
Agent, during my compelkd absence, of 
an Article, 'which I had no humah meane 
of preventing the appearance of. To 
prove this fact iiicontestibly, and to an¬ 
swer all the proper and equitable ends of 
public justice, the writer of this alleged, 
iihek has, through the medium of his 
Counsel, offered to surrender himself, if 
the Attorney General would have con¬ 
sented to prosecute him instead of me, the 
innocent victim. Is it not, then, incon¬ 
sistent with the principle ofjustice, of fair, 
strict and impartial justice, to persist in 
confounding the innoefent with the guii^ ? 

I do not say that the Attorney General 
refuses to accept the disclosure of the real 
offender, but he requires that I should 
confess to what the Record implies, that 
is, the Criminal Intention of doing what 
was done by another;—tliat I should so 
far forget what was due to the dignity of 
truth and my own honour, as to tamely 
acknowledge myself guilty of an act, in 
which 1 had not the smallest participation, 
and wilhflr^w mj' plea of innocertCe, by 
suffering judgment to go by default. 

Gentlemen, for a resistance to such a 
mean and dastardly expedient to court 
the forbearance of the Law, I trust 1 shall 
experience rather your commendation 
than your censure, and i^t my causa 
will,thereby lose no internr in your con¬ 
sideration. 

No, Gentlemen, that I am free,—unde¬ 
niably free from the Criminal Intention 
imputed to me, 1 shall ever resolutely in¬ 
sist ;—and neither favour nor persecution 
sliall instigate me to a false confession !— 
That 1 am morally innocent, even my 
Prosecutor, (from the knowledge of the 
situation into which his power had thrown 
me, joined to the ‘Representations which 
have been made to him on the subjeci), 
even he must conscientiously admit:-— 
His Lordship himself, from the evidence 
which I have desired to adduce, I feel as¬ 
sured, must necessarily have perceived 
the sainc^:—and. you, Gfentlemen, I trust, 
'will fully shew' you join in the sentiment 
hj' your unprejudiced Verdict this day. 
it may be urged, that I brave or insult 
the«t.aw by proposing to compound with 
its authority;—that it docs not become 
me to attempt to commute tlie peril I have 
incurred ;—but, Gentlesnen, let it be re- 
jiollected now I have inciincd this awful 
responsibility which is to burthen me with 
the faults of another ! Let it be remem¬ 
bered, that it arose wholly from compul- 
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iaon/ It was th# Law, as you well know, sion?—Or would yourselves. Gentlemen, 
Gentlemen, wbich took tne from my place as a Jury summoned to decide upon a 
of busiitess,—Biy sphere of life,—and ba- case where any such fraudulent absence 
nished me to a dAtant Jail! It cannot be was apparent, not be sufficiently guarded 
supposed, that, by such a s^ntenae it was against evasion, and decide acctrdingly f— 
meant to be inferred, that 1 should be de> Besides, Gentlemen, let me ask,—dre cases 
barred the means of my existence;—it such as mine at aU common?—Has there 
aimed hot at depriving me of the b‘'yfel ew been any thing similar before the 
sources of support,—to take from me my Court ? And I may a^d, is-it ever likely 
prop of life, and the power or means of to occur again, except probably in my 
maintaining my family ;—it was not in- own person, seeing the evil rejiulting from 
tended to act as a prohibition to the far- it ?—Among the many of my profession, 
ther pursuit of tny*profession yet how rvh® have lately engaged the attention ol 
continue that profession, with all its local the Law, has any one been placed in a 
iiBiressities, without incurring this fearful like conditifn? Have r/iey been •forced a 
liability to accusation which now enthrals hundred miles from their place of business, 
me ?—Therefore, Gentlemen, you must and from the spot where the offences were 
readily perceive, that it is from the opera- committed, (however superior in crimi- 
tioii of that very sentence that I am nality those offences were acknowledged 
placed in peril here this day :—I aver, to have been,)—and this at the hazard ol 
that, from the operation of that sentence, their total ruin, or the awful risk of future 
and that alone, am I brought to answer liability from the conduct of agents ?— 
this present charge :—because, had it been You perceive, therefore. Gentlemen, thal 
possible for me to have prevented it,— precedent is not likely to be injurious, as 
(without doing what the Law could not my case appears destined to remain so- 
insist>jpon, namely, the abapdonyieHt of litary, and may be dealt with without ap- 
my necessary avocations),—I say, "itad it prehension of consequences. 1 do not say 
been possible for me to have prevented it, that men have not been banished to distant 
I should certainly have done so, and'not Gaols, but has it been attended with like 
have incurred the present danger. Surely, circumstances?——Have they been re- 
Gentlemen, nothing can be more unjust in duced to the necessity of employing lile- 
naluie, that^pt one man should be made rafy agents, or of relinquishing at. once 
-to sufl’er forHe. acts of another ;—fm- an their mean.s of life 't —A mnn, it is true 
offence which be neither promittefl nor may exercise his ideas, though qne hurt 
sanctiuned,—which he could neither fore- dred miles from home, but not be able tc 
see nor prevent!—Ruin undeserved, the correct^ltlie ideas of others:—I was noi 
Laws of a Just Government should never obliged to write, but, what is iniiniteiy 
'permit, much less promote. The Subject, worse, I was rendered liable,to answer fo: 
who is^iminally arraigned for an im- the writing of other persons;—I was de¬ 
puted oflence, avowedly committed by barred acting for myself, where 1 could 
another person, surely, Geitllemen, should only act with effi>ct,-yet held liable to ac- 
not be doomed to languish under the in- count for the actions of others:—and the 
famyofd false acciAation, and to perish alternative was—the loss of my means oi 
jf proachfully by- an unjust sentence.— support!—With this argument the law 
My Learned Adversary may endeavour may avow it has nothing to dobut 1 
to set aside this my rational plea, upon maintain, that, in the instance before you, 
the ground of its inadmissibility with the this argument grdWs out of the operation 
custom and practice of the Court, as well of the Law;—^for, that it is to the opera- 
as from the dangVr of precedent:—that the tion of that law that the present mischiel 
plea of absence from the spot of Publicai- is owing ;—when I say tliis. Gentlemen] 
tion is no defence in cases of this nature ; I do not mean to vilify either the Law or 
and, if once admitted, would set wide' the Courtbut merely to impress the 
the gates of fraud and evasion, te the plain truth upon your minds, that, by 
mockery pf justice and the^ injury of reason of the sentence which was passed 
Society :—But, Gentlemen, will reason, upon me, (that the operation of the 
justice, or common, humanity, admit of NO Law,) I Was precluded the power of su* 
difference between a voluntary or fraud,u- perintending niy business, 
lent absence, and one caused by compin* ^ (To be continued:^ 
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TRIAJL OF, MR. WHITE, ' 
Proprietor of the Independent Whig. 

This Trial, tlie proceedings of which, 

38 reported in the news-papers, have been 
inserted in the present and the fore^ing 
Numbers of the Re^fistcr, call for some 
remarlts from me, and, indeed, from every 
man, who has any porti<tn of the lihgUsh 
press in his hands, and who wishes to see 
that press retain any portion of the liberty 
that it formerly enjoyed. 

The publication, for which Mr. White 
was prosecuted, through the means of m 
Information Ex Officio, related to an order 
for the bestowing of il/cda/s upon Oflic ers, 
who had been present at the battles, t ailed 
victories, in Spain and Portugal. 'Ihe 
Order appeared in the Londo.n (Jazette, 
Mometime in the summer of 1310. Mr. 
White was in Dorchester Gaol at the time 
when the publication took place. His 
Son wrote the article, and it appears, that 
proof was produced, that the father never 
saw it, till after it was published. Whe.n 
the prosecution was commenced, Mr. White 
was stjll in Gaol; the three years, which, | 
for two former publications, he had been 
sentenced to be imprisoned, were, as yet, 
unexpired, when this new Information Ex- 
Officio wa» instituted against him. The 
Son, conscious that the guilt, if any, lay 
wholly with him, offered himself to the 
Attorney General as the responsible per¬ 
son, ready to abide the consequences. 
This oIKt was reYused, it is stated by Mr. 
White, unless the latter, by withdrawing 
his plea of “ noi gwi/ry,” would la^ him¬ 
self at the mercy of the Attorney General. 
This Mr. White, conscious of his inno¬ 
cence, refused to do; and, accordingly, 
the prosecution was carried on against him. 

I shall first take a view of the nature 3 / 
the publication, having^read it at the time, 

» d having also read it since, with grc&t 
ention. It was, for the most part, a 
very spirited and very sensible article, 
though written withput that caution, which 
the present humbled state-of^he presT and 
the fashionable clamour against bold e.x- 
pressioB Tendered prudent. It complained 
that the.Medals in question'were to be 
giTCtt to every one of a »ank above 
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Uentenant Colonels inclusive ; it asked, why 
these marks of honour were not distributed 
also amongst the soldiers; and it then 
proceeded to make a comparison beAveen 
the conduct of our goyernment and the 
conduct of the Emp8ror of Fiance as to 
the distribution of marks of Inmour, and 
gave the preference td that of N >poison, 
insisting that his was better cal -uiated to 
inspire the soldiers with zeal for the service 
in which they were engaged. Besides 
this, the article spoke of t*ie present mi¬ 
nistry as weak and corrupt, and used, in 
this respect, those common-place expres¬ 
sions, which each of the p.ditical pa*lies 
are in the cotystant practice of jnsiiig to¬ 
wards their opponents. But, it said no- 
tdirig more than those parties are in the 
daily, haby of rt pealing; and, swely, if 
the* youthful author was deceived, he 
might well be excused if he took the 
parlies at their words. As to this part of 
the article, how'ever, it might as w;ell have 
been omitted; it was filling op space to 
no useful purpose; there was no man that 
re^d the article who had not, long aiMl 
long befoie, come to a settled opinion as 
to the real character of the ministry, one 
way or the other. 

As to the first part of the ariiclc, the 
Attorney General alledged in his speech 
against the unfortunate and woe-worn de¬ 
fendant, that the tendency was to alitnale 
the htaris of the soldiers from the service ; 
first, by telling them that they were de¬ 
prived of their due share of the honors 
they had won; and, next, more especi¬ 
ally by pointing out to them, that *tho 
French soldiers were, in this respect, used 
better than they were. The reader will 
perceive, that this argument makes no dis- 
linction between trM//i«nd falshood ; fur, 
it is Che tendency only that is brought 
into view; so that, according to the At¬ 
torney General, whether the sfaternent 
were true or false, it would be equaliy cri¬ 
minal, if the tendency was to alienate the 
hearts ol the soldiers from the service; 
acd, if this doctrine^be admitted, every 
thing is criminal that has such a tendency. 
Suppose, for instance, a fanner were to 
see a recruiting party going dowh a lane, 
and were to see the Serjeant, Corporal, 
• Y 
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md DruniiBer knock a poor recruit's' 
brains out, and then pick his pockets of 
his bounty money. Must the^fermer not 
speak of this ? Mult be smother his know- 
Ijedge of the murder, le^t tiie i^iation 
shonltl discourage young men from enlist- 
^ ing-? I saw, some time ago, in the Salis¬ 
bury Journal, an account of the flogging 
of a young man in the Militia, because he 
bad married ! Was this to be smothered, 
lest U should alienate the hearts of young 
men from tlie service ? Thousands of cases 
might he supposed, and to all of them this 
doctrine would apply equally well as to 
tlnancase before us. • 

It has a ttndency, we are told, to make 
the soldiers dislike the army. Well, apd 
what then ? “ Why,.then the army would 
“ be broken up.” Oh; no: that is 
false logic: that is not reasoning. 
The naUiral consequence, or at least, 
the proper consequence, would be a change 
as to the things complained oj^ by the writer ; 
and, tlieh. so far from tending to make the 
soldiers dislike the army, the endeavours of 
such wtjter would have a tendency to make 
them like it better than they can *now 
like it; and, of course, these endeavours 
tend to the strengthening of the mililai'y 
force of the country. Sir Francis Burdelt, 
for instance, is using all his endeavours to 
put an end to the flogging of soldiers, and 
it is, I am pretty sure, a cause that he will 
never abandon 'till he sees it accomplish¬ 
ed. But, is he tu be told, that these ef¬ 
forts tend to tlie breaking up of the army ? 
He says, on the contrary, leave off flog¬ 
ging and you will easily get plenty of 
good men for soldiers. And, is it in hu¬ 
man nature to believe that he can, as to 
this matter, be wrong ? Will^any thing in 
the shape of man pretend to believe, that 
soldiers would like the army less on ac¬ 
count of the abolition of flogging f 

But, these publications make the sol¬ 
diers discontented with the state of things 
that now is. Weil; and has not every 
speech, at a public meeting, in favour of 
a petition for redeess of grievances, that 
tendency ? Is it not precisely the. object 
of every such speech ? For, as long as 
people are contented with what is going 
on, why .should they petition or remqn- 
slrate ? 'J his doflriuc of its being a crime 
to excite dUcantent sti ikes at the very root 
of political liberty. livery man who 
writes hr speaks in"disapprobation of what 
is going on comes under the charge of 
committing this crime; for, what he 
writes or speaks must necessarily tend to 


excite discontent against people in power; 
every petition: every address (except it 
consist of praise) ; every thing, in short, 
which is, in whatever degree, expressive 
of disapprobation of the acts of the go¬ 
vernment, is a crime; is an act, for which 
the perpetrator may be punisbe|l more se¬ 
vere^ than nine-tenths of the felons! What 
would have been said 4o a doctrine like 
this only twenty years ago } 

This doctrine goes at once to ^.ihe utter 
extinguishment of every thing like dis¬ 
cussion. To excite discontent against any 
act of the government that you think to 
be injurious to the country is not only a 
laudable mode of proceeding, but it is the 
only mode of proceeding that has any 
sense in it. In what other way, 1 should 
be glad to know, are you to go to work to 
correct what is not within your own ab¬ 
solute power to correct t If any of us want 
a joad inended or turned, do we not en¬ 
deavour to make our neighbours discon¬ 
tented with the old road ^ And, if 1 want 
to see a ministry turned out, how, in the 
name of coriirnon sense, am 1 to go to work, 
except it be to raise the public voice or 
the king’.s voice, against them ; and hoiV 
am I to raise those voices against th6m, 
unless 1 make the public or the king dis¬ 
contented with them Oh ! blessed Liberty 
of the Press ! We may “ discuss," oh, aye, 
that we may ! We may “ discuss" the con¬ 
duct of the government; hut, woe be 
unto him amongst us, who dares to com¬ 
mit the crime of exciting discontent against 
it in the mipds of thosd who attend to our 
discussions. In short, this doctrine leaves 
us at “ perfect liberty” to write antj speak 
ae much as we please, so long as our writ¬ 
ing and speaking are calculated to produce 
no effect. 

But, Mr. White’s publication drew a 
contrast between the treatment, in one re¬ 
spect,* of the English soldiers and that of 
French soldiers, and this contrast was to 
the disadvantage of the former; it exhi¬ 
bited the French soldiers as treated, in the 
distribution of honours, better than the 
•BpglKsh soldiers. This, was a circum¬ 
stance heavily dvi;elt upon. This was 
what appeared to form the grave part of 
the oflence. This was what seemed to 
give it, in the iniud of the prosecutor, its 
deep die of oflence. Whether it was trM 
or not did no{. become a question; for, the 
truth was not, according to the,mode of 
prosecution, a circumstance thai could be 
stated in justification. 

It is ye{y odd to observe with what 
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«nxioQs attention every word is watcbeS 
which tends to this point; every word 
which tends to cause it to be believed, 
tltat the French soldiers are treated better 
than ours. Why this anxiety? It was 
never known to exist before. It is a jea¬ 
lousy quite of modern date; and, really, 
if it must exist, it does not appear to be 
very wise* polity to be continually dis¬ 
covering it, and especially in such a se¬ 
rious i^anner. But, is it, then, really an 
offence in law; is it a matter coming 
under the description of a crimt^ to be 
punished more severely than many felo- 
iiieo; is it to commit an offence of this 
sort to compare the treatment of English 
with that of French soldiers and to give 
the preference to the latter ? If this be so, 
why. then, what belonging to France must 
we say is better than a thing of the same 
sort belonging to us ? We see no scruple 
made in imitating the measures of Napo¬ 
leon in certain points, though, indeed, it 
may be said, (hat the imitation is very 
awkward. We are told, that there are 
corps of Lancers going to be established 
in our army ; though we were once told, 
that those Lancers were a set of barbarous 
ruffians who had not sense enough to 
know when thev had had a sufficiency 
of beating. We are told that his Royal 
Highness the Regent wears French Panta¬ 
loons when reviewing the troops. And, if 
it be laudable, as it appears to be thought, 
to ihiitate tlie French as to these matters, 
why should it be regarded as a crime to 
recommend the* imitation qf them in the 
distribution of rewards amongst our sol¬ 
diers ? it any man had recommended, in 
print, the establishment of corps of 
Lancers, he must have dune it upon the 
ground, that the corps of that description 
in the French service were better than our 
corps of horse; and, would it not have 
been a grievous libel thus to hold up the 
French troops as superior to our own? 
Would it not have been to endeavour to 
excite discontents in the army and the na¬ 
tion against the government and the chiefs' 
of our army ? ^ , 

If this doctrine Jbe acted upon, it is 
clear, that, whoever prints a paper,, in 
which a contrast is drawn between any 
thing English and any thing Fr.encb, disad¬ 
vantageous to the former, exposes himself 
to the charge of* criminal^libel, French 
lam must not be preferred before English 
laws; * nor, do I see why French wines 
should not be liable to the ssame sort of 
interdict. Sometimes, hovjever, vastly 
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loyal men, without, perceiving it perhd^s, 
fall into the commission of acts of this 
kind, a itemarkable instance of which oc¬ 
curred in the speecliP of Lord Sheffield, at 
the last Lewes Wool-fair. Fie was stating 
the causes of the unfortunate low price of * 
wool, amongst which he stated, Uiat there 
,w^re large quantities raised in other coun^ 
"tries, many of which, he said, enjoyed the 
great advantage over this country of not 
being burthened with tythes. Now,^his not 
only pointed at France; it not only exhi¬ 
bited to the mind pf every hearer a con--*> 
trast between England and France, clearly 
advantageous to th« latter; but it qeces- 
sarily implied a strong commendation of 
that revolution and of those jacobins, 
'against whom England has been so long 
at war. Here, then, was a field for inu- 
endoes ! What excursions might the mind 
of our active Attorney General have taken 
here ! The author of this speech (printed 
in most of the news-papers), how came he 
to escape a* charge of endeavouring to 
subvert the establishments in Church and 
State?, He holds out to the omy of the 
fartners * those neighbouring countries 
where there are no tyihcs. And is not this 
•full as bad as to teach the soldiers to envy 
the French soldiers ? Is not this an endea¬ 
vour to excite discontent atifbngst the 
farmers? Is it not, in effect, to inculcate, 
ill a manner not very indirect, the neces¬ 
sity of a revolution like that which luis taken 
place in Prance ? No : it is no such thing; 
but, it is just as much that, and more too, 
than Mr. White's was an endeavour to 
excite among.st the soldiers a spirit of mu¬ 
tiny. And what was to deprive Mr, 
White of the right of praising the esta¬ 
blishments of Buonaparte which would 
not also deprive Lord Sheffield of that 
right ? Had not the former as good a right 
to complain that our soldiers were not 
treated so well as Buonaparte's as the latter 
had to complain that our farmers were not 
treated so well as Buonaparte's farmers ? 
The object of the war we are carrying on, 
is. We are told, to preserve us against the 
endeavours which Napoleon is making to 
take away our indepeiitlence ; to deprive 
us ol' freedom; to take from us all our 
manifold blessings, and, amongst the rest, 
that supreme blessing,, the liherty qf the 
press!' If our soldiers are.persuaded, that 
they are treated worse than Napoleon'a 
soldiers, they willi it is supposed, fight for 
us no longer; the war would, then, ceas^ 
of course: and we shall lose ali.our (iless- 
ings. But, Lord Sheffield would not, it 
. X 2 
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seeww. object very strongly to be tleprived 
of one of our blessings': namely, the blegs- 
ing nf^cs/ Two, i’faith ! 'T«;o bless- 
mgs; for his Lordship takes in fares as 
Well as tythcM The dulness of the wool- 
market " may,'’ he says, •• in great part, 
i>€ attributed to our 0 ivn bad policy, the 
neglect of encouraging tillage, the suf-, 
" fering it to labour under great expences, 
permitting the grain of other countries 
" compqirativefy untaxed, and untyihed, to 
t" enter oor ports." This was the most 
home stroke at " sociaL order” that I have 
witne.ssed for a long time; it was no bat- 
tling^t the elbows and cheek-bones^ it 
was what the boxers call a body-blow. It 
conveyed volumes into the open ears of 
the audience, not a man of whom (unless 
he was a lay impropriator) did not anxi¬ 
ously wisli to get rid of tythes; not a 
man of wlmm did not know that France 
was meant principally by the untythed 
country; not a man of them did not know, 
that tythes were gotten rid of in France 
by the ooerthrow of the old government. 
They all yell knew, indeed, that the»tyihes 
were done away by the repubficaas* V)f 
France ; that they were abolished by the 
very men against whose principles ihis^ 
country, in the year 1793, entered upon 
the dreadful war which is still going on; 
tliat they were abolished by Brissot and 
Paine and Guadet and Petbion and Verg- 
niaud and Roland and the vest of that 
band, who have been represented as the 
worst enemies of order and law and espe- 
cially of royalty; that, in short, the tythes 
ware abolished in Fr.aiice by the sworn 
enemies of kinglv government. I'lie 
hearers of Lord Sheffield would not fail 
to bew this in mind; this tbev would re¬ 
member perfectly well; but one thing 
t ey might possildy have been uninform- 

ed, (flat Napoleon, in restoring the mo- 
narmy, had not restored the tythes; thav 
might not have been informed of this • 
they might have supposed, that, as the 
Kingly name and authority had returned; 
they might have supposed, that, as Ahere 
were Bishops and Prie.sts again in France, 
tlie tythes masi have been restored: this 
they might have thought, and would, of 
course, have concluded, that the fprraers 

of Fiance liad, alter all, gained nothing by 
the revolution ; but Lord Sheffield did 
not seem disposed td Jfcave them in this 
error; his lordship did justice to the go- 
vernmenuof Napoleon. Whether he was 
vvell aware of what he was doing is more 
than I can say. 


* I have dwelt the longer upon this in* 
stance as'it affords a case exactly in point 
with all those which have lately been the 
i^ibject of BO much discussion. To tnli 
the people of England, and particularly to 
tell the cultivators of the land, when ac- 
cotinting to them for«th(rduli sale pf their 
produce, that one of the causes of the ca¬ 
lamity is, that the government permits 
produce to be imported from countries 
(necessarily alluding to the Frent^ terri¬ 
tories) comparatively mtaxed, and untythed ; 
what is this but to tell them, Ist, that the 
government occasions the calamity; and 
next, that the came of those other coun¬ 
tries being able to send grain into this 
cheaper than our own grain, is, that the 
lands in those countries are untythed, and 
that, when compared with us, the people 
are mtaxed f Well, and what then ? Had 
not Lord Sheffield a right to tell the Sus¬ 
sex farmers this ? To be sure he had ; but 
he had no greater right to tell it them 
than Mr. White had to tell the soldiers 
that they were not so well off as the sol¬ 
diers of France. Whether either or nei¬ 
ther spoke the truth is of no consequence 
in the argument; for, Mr. White’s offence 
would, in the eye of our libel law, have 
been not the less if he had been able to 
prove the truth of every word that he had 
published. We shall suppose both Lord 
Sheffield and Mr. White to speak their 
real sentiments; and then, I think, no 
man wilj hesitate to say, that the publica¬ 
tion of tile one was lull as justifiable as 
the speech oC the other. • 

I have before spoken of the ill-look that 
this jealousy has; this uncommon anxiety 
to keep out of print all these contrasts be¬ 
tween the situation of the French and 
English soldiers; and, indeed, every com¬ 
parison, wherein the siatcmf the two na¬ 
tions is spoken of in terms advantageous 
to Fi'antce. This anxiety has an ugly 
look. It argues, that there is not a stout 
feeling within, it argues a fear on the 
part of the prosecutors, that somebody or 
ether will believe what is said by the al- 
ledgfd libeller; that somebody or other 
will really tiiink, that,the French soldiers 
arei better off" than the English soldiers, 
and that the people of France, after all 
that has been said, are better off than the 
people of England. 

The contrary is, indeed, constantly and 
loudly asserted by the prosecutors and 
their advocates, who say, that the army 
and the peo^e have TOO MUCH SENSE 
to be tlms milled; that they are too thinking 
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•nd too lojfol to be led astray by any such 
efforts; and, indeed, that they most 
heartily despise the contemptible lltcen- 
diaries, by whom those efforts are madA 
Well, DOW, if this were really the case, 
or if such were the opinion of the prose¬ 
cutors, • why not save themselves the 
trouble of prosecuting ? Why prosecute 
men for publislung what you declare to 
be harmless in effect ? Why take the pains 
to prosecute those, whom no man thinks 
of consequence enough to hate, and whom 
he can only find in his heart to despise? 
The object of prosecution is said to be, to 
prevent others from offending in the like 
manner. But, of what use is this, if the 
offeiice not only has done no harm, but 
can do no harm ? If the soldiers and the 
people, the parties to be seduced, have 
been proof against the attempts at seducing 
them, and if they have been sq, not from 
accident, not from any particular circum¬ 
stance, but from character and mind and 
feeling; if this be the case, why prose¬ 
cute ? It is, in this case, prosecuting under 
colour of preventing what is impossible to take 
place. If a man were to publish an ad¬ 
dress to the dogs in England, telling them 
that they were ill-used, and that Napoleon’s 
dogs were used much better. Would you 
prosecute for this ? No. And why ? Be¬ 
cause, whether true or false, it could pro¬ 
duce no evil effect. The dogs would not 
be instigated to break out against their 
masters by such a publication, because 
they would not ujiderstand what •was ad¬ 
dressed to them. Precisely SO ! And why 
prosecute) then, a man who has written 
that,^hicb from the very character of the 
parties intenced to be seduced, must be 
despised by those parties ? Why prosecute 
for that which you know must necessarily 
fall dead from the press ? But, is there not, 
at bottom, a little affectation in these 
boasts about the contempt which the army 
and the people bestow upon the alledged 
libellers, who draw contrasts between tbe 
French and English soldiers } Is there not 
a little affectation at bottom? And will 
the reader believe, that contrasts, in wbidh 
the soldiers of other countries than 
France should be put before those of Eng¬ 
land, would be watched with equal jea¬ 
lousy ? Does the reader believe, for in¬ 
stance, that there vsould be any great dan¬ 
ger in a writer's preferring <he situation of 
an American soldier to that of an English 
soldier ? Any writer might, I fancy, sing 
the praises of the situation of the Turkish 
or Russian qr Prussian or Austrian or Alge- 
rinf soldier long enough without attracting 
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any. particular notira from the Ex Officio 
prosecutoi. >t is the French 4 Ob, tbe 
French ! There is the gall and vinegaf! 
There is the gravel to the teeth ; there is 
the blast to the eyes'! It is tbe French! * 

We must say nothing good, it would seem* 
of the situation of France, or of ajiy thing 
belonging to her. We must believe that 
her people are not only poor but starving, 
though they send us victuals in exchange 
for the remnant of our gold; and we must 
believe that her soldiers are good for little, « • 
though they have conquered the continent 
of Europe having for enemies djiring 
the whole of the time. 

Header; English reader, how are things 
changed of late years! What wonders 
have been worked by this French revolu¬ 
tion ! When was it before known, heard 
of, or dreamt of, that offence wa.s likely to 
be taken at a comparison drawn between 
any thing French and any thing English ? 
Look back, and consider how strimge it 
would have appeared for the English go¬ 
vernment to apprehend danger from any 
suql* comparison. Look at Mogarth's 
story of the Gates of Calais. Look at his 
contrast between England and France. 
Surely we are not the same natiens that 
we formerly were ! What! and do our 
rulers really fear the effect of contrastt 
drawn between our situation and that of 
the nation of fresg-eaters ? Look at. the 
French soldiers in the above-meinioned 
contrast of Hogarth: ruffles without a 
shirt; bones sallying out through tlie .skin; 
soup without meat; the sw'ord used as a 
spit for frogs; the bayonet pointed at the 
backs of the soldiers to make them face 
the enemy. isuch were the pictures, 
which we formerly drew of the soldiers 
of France. And, is it of contrasts between 
English and French soldiers that our rulers 
are now afraid ? Is there, can there, be, 
any ground for such fears ? And, if there 
be no ground for such fears, where is the 
policy of prosecutions founded upon die 
•supposed danger of such contrasts ? Per¬ 
haps, in the .whole of the symptoms of 
the times, there is not a worse than ihi.s; 
that the English Prosecutor should lay 
such mi'ghty stress upon the evil tendency 
of comparisons drawn between tbe situa¬ 
tion of the English soldier ynd that of the 
French soldier; that he should arraign 
men at the bar lor, drawing such compa¬ 
risons ; that the act should be considered 
as one deeply affecting the safety of the 
nation; an act wbicli, lormerly, would 
have attracted no more attention than » 
Comparison of French against English 
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bors«$ nr cows. It is 'manifest, that there 
has beenra great change in the relative 
situation of the tw<f countries as to cha¬ 
racter, or, that these alarms are totally 
groundless; and, if*such change has taken 
place, and to the advantage of France, the 
change must be ascribed to her revojuj 
tion. To profit from whatever she has 
discovered of good, shuniiiiig carefully all 
that has proved injurious to her, vvould be 
thp wisest course that our government 
could pursue, and woi*ld be attended with 
much better consequences than any en¬ 
deavours to suppress: the knowledge of 
those benefits wiuch she has derived either 
from her revolution or from the laws and 
regulations of her present ruler. 

My Article is much longer; but I am 
compelled to leave olF here, aiul reserve 
the remainder for my next Number, be¬ 
cause I could not divide the proceedings 
on the Trial again. The following very 
sensible letter, I could nut delav inserting. 

W«. COBBETT. 
Stale i^ison, Nevo^atc, Friday, , 

- J 5/A November, 1S11. * * • 

On Mn. White’s Trial. * 

“ Mr. tobbett; I shall leave it to your 
“ judgment, to insert in your Register or 
" not, tl)C following remarks on the Li- 
berty of the Press. The result of life 
“ trial of Mr. White, is pleasing to every 
“ humane man,‘patriot, and sincere friend 
“ to the Liberty of the Press. In the love 
" of truth, 1 beg leave to attract Lord 
'• Ellenborough’s serious attention, to the 
" subsequent concise observations, the 
“ multum inparvo, to use a littlq Latin, Mr. 
** Cobbett, for once in a way.—Every man, 
" my Lord, who writes at all respecting 
Governments, must write, either,/I>r, or 
'* a^ifns/Government, and what he writes 
" must be either truth or Juhehood. 

" In the first pjace,— Truth wrillmfur, 
"or in furor Government, will not he 
" considered as libejllous,—it i.s due to the* 
" Government, and to the People, ^i'here 
" is no danger that the Attorney General 
“ jvill prosecute it,—But in the •second 
'» place, what shall we say of Truth written 
" against Government f it has been said, 
« my Lord, that it is libellous—that it 
*' brings the Government into dises/c«n,— 
that it is of injurious tendency,—tq 
*' whom, my Lord ? to those, against whom 
" it is \lirected, the Governors; • ay, 
" ' there’s the rubbut to whom js it 

U ■ T_ .U.. 'T'u;. 


" is the very essence and Titality of the 
“Lil^erty of the Press—its very mean- 
•“ ingand explanaiiorv—its form and pres- 
sure—its principal object and pteroga- 
" live. And this truth ought to be written 
" in letters of gold, «n the heart of every 
“ Englishman—that the Liberty write 
“ Truth against the Government, is for the 
“ Benefit of the People, But, it is sard, it 
“ will bring the Government into dises- 
“ teem—30 it should, my Lord—tfiat is its 
" great use and intention, its highest and 
" noblest praise. Injustice, Oppre.ssion, 

“ Corruption, Bigotry, Fraud, Deceit* and 
" Peculation, ought ever to be held in 
" disesteem, in abhorrence by a virtuous 
" People- To expose continually, and 
" without ceremony, the vices and errors 
“ of Government, to stamp its measures 
" with a true character, and by exposing, 

“ to tend <,0 remove the grievances, are 
“ the grand u.ses and blessings of the 
“ Liberty of the Press. Now, I beg leave 
“ to turn iny attention to the Attorney 
" (iem ral.—In the first \t\aco.falsehood 
" written against Governmetit, is injfistice to 
“ the Government and to the People. Mr. 

“ Attorney General will doubtlessly keep a 
“ keen eye upon this.—In the second 
“ place”; what shall we say of Falsehood 
" written in favor qf Government —I a.ssert 
“ it is an inlamous libel—a libel equally 
“ upon the fioveiiiment and the People— . 
“ it is exliemrly injurious to bollf. It 
" brings the Government, as well QS the 
" whole natjon, into utter contempt and 
“ derision—it tleceives the People, and 
“ vvill ultimately destroy their* conjidence 
“ in the government, as well a»their inte- 
“ grity. It would retjuire a volume to 
“ trace its evil etlects thro’ all their wind- 
" ings and concatenations. And should 
" Truth be shut up in a dungeon, while 
" Falsahood, and Impudence, and Fraud, 

" and Oppression, stalk thro’ the palace, 

" as well as thro’ our streets, and tr>wns, 

“ and villages, with impunity ? Then 
“adieu. Dear and Noble Liberty! the 
paragon of this world ! for whom our an- 
“ cestors poured outjheir generous blood ; 
“•and farewell, the greatness and happi- 
“ ness of England ! Thus I think I have 
“ fully. yet concisely treated this im- 
" portant subject—and shown that the 
" Liberty of Press' is the Liberty to 
“ write Truth against the Government, for 
“ the benefit of the People. Your, &c. 

“ G. G. Fordham.— iVbr, 6, 1811. Hoy 
“ stom Hertj** 
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prisonment, (as is the common usage), 
been sufiered to take place in the County 
or tlistriet where Ihe'cIFenre was com¬ 
mitted, instead of one hundred and twfcnty 
miles distant,.this Article wo^ild then have 
been subject to my revision. Therefore 
it is that si say it vras the operation of the 
Law which has brought me into this peril, 
and I hold myself justified in declaring it, 
because I was thereby deprived of the 
power of preventing its insertion. The 
Law is said to consider nothing but the 

act, and the party attached thereto- 

And why ?—to prevent collusion and eva¬ 
sion, but nOt to destroy the innocent.— 
The Law knows of no other persons than 
such whose names accompany the subject 
of Publication :—true ;—but will it r fnse 
to know them when tendered ? And, above 
all, will it refuse to di.scrimiiiate between 
the innocent and the accused ? The real 
writer in Hiis case oilers to produce himself, 
—is Justice then evaded ? 

There is, I am certain, no persort pre¬ 
sent, who has heard the circumstances of 
my case, but what must be convinced that 
in reason, and consequently in strict jus¬ 
tice, I am not guilty of the criminai. In- 
^TENTioN ascribed to the meaning of the 
Article in question ;— 

It was the act of my Agent whic;h gave 
, it to the w orld, it true, and that^n my 
name ;—w’hencc the law imp+ies that it 
becomes mine also :—But, Cientlemen. 
suffer Ate to ask,—Imw far this Peril of 
Agency,—this responsibily for the actions 
of others, i^ permitted to extend ? 

Are there to be_KO exceptions to the rule 
in this case ? 

What if my Agent, by sudden mental 
affliction, becomes lunatic; and inserts, 
without my knowledge or consent, certain 
expressions which should amount to High 
Treason ?—If I am not suHered to bring 
that Agent forward, so caniiot 1 avail my¬ 
self of the exculpation to which he woald* 
be entitled from the dature of his afflic¬ 
tion :—And, need 1 ask. Gentlemen, woulU 
you calmly send me, by your Verdict, to 
the scaffold for a crime so committed I 

Where then does the Law fix the Line of 
responsibility ^—Does it emlrface all other 
subjects and circumstances, and only stop 
short oi madnas or treason 

Again f—does it include the peril of im¬ 
moderate imprisonment, personSi ruin, the 
destiQction of the means of existence,— 


and still afiect to meddle not with death 
Where, I ask, is the boundary to be’ 
sought to^this liability for the deeds of 
Had my im-^ others ?—Is it not amply sufficient for the 
ends of Justice, when ap error has been , 
committed, that neither Agent nor Princi¬ 
pal desires to screen the imputed offender ? . 
—>dAid is not the Criminal Intention 
charged upon either of them, by this 
means, proved to be misapplied ? 

Surely, Gentlemen you wifi admif, that 
the law was never designed to be so vague, 
illiberal, and unjust^ as to insist upon 
identifying the Innocent with the Guilty. 

In all criminal caSes you must well 
know, it i.s the moral intention which con¬ 
stitutes the crime ! —the hands perform what' 
the heart directs, or so it is believed ; and, 
where it is not so believed, as in the case 
of unintentional Killing, the Jury will 
never ascribe an Intention where none is 
proved to have existed. 

Gentlemen,! have, I hope, convinced 
you, that neither my heart or hand con¬ 
sented to this act;—but, as my property 
was luadT^ihe medium of its pro{)«gatioii, 
thougli perfectly unknown to me, it be¬ 
came duty to produce the Author of 
the matter alleged against me, or become 
idenlifierl with him in the Accusation.— 
Now*, as this is what 1 have oifered to do. 
—as neither the matter nor the motive is 
ju-Vified or acknoivledged by me, nor yet 
the Author attempted to he screened from 
the power of the Law wherein. Gen¬ 
tlemen, does it appear that I have pro¬ 
voked that Law, and wliy does it pursue 
me with unrelenting rigour ?—Gentle¬ 
men, I need not remind you, that it is 
your province to decide • upon the whole 
merits of the»case before you, both as to 
Law and to JFact; and, above all. Gen¬ 
tlemen, according to the solemn convic¬ 
tion of your own consciences :—this is at 
once your privilege and your duty ; and 
you will, I am Confident, most scrupu¬ 
lously exercise them.— • 

Tilt; Act of Parliament, known by the 
Title of Mr. F,ox’s Acir, confirmed to the 
Jury th’e right of pronouncing in cases of 
Libel upon the whole matter placed at is- • 
•sue in lh5 Indictment or Information, and 
ofuhe sense ascribed to the same;—It gives 
to (he Jury the complete cognizance of 
both the legal and the mara'l guilt of the 
publication, even thoygh such Publication 
be considered legally a Libelwhich 
clearly infers, that there may be^a Pub¬ 
lication, conceived to be a Libel in the 
Legal sense, anrl yet the publisher may Ibe 
efttitled to his acquittal, if the moroi guilt 
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be not made manifest.—By this Act, 
Gentlemen, you are impowered and hound 
to prondunce upon^^ wholematier in issue 
whicb includes both the le^al and moral 
guilt;—and you aje called upon by every 
principle of duty and honour to acauiT 
•where the moral guilt be not undeniably 
established —Gentlemen, I appeal to fticts 
that this is the true construction of the 
Ai-r, which was ninst clearly defined in 
the cSfiie of Mr. John Reeves, which, oc- 
curred-soon alter its passing, and while se¬ 
veral of the Legislattft-s, who were insiru- 
nieiual in its adoption, were on the Bench 
a(iti»ai (tie bar.—In 'this case, the luatter 
was held to be culpable, yet he was clear¬ 
ed ot u culpable Intention : -the Fone- 

manoftiie Jury upon that occasion pro- 
noimted tluse remaikable words " My 
■* I ord, the Jury are of opinion, that ihe 
“ Pamphlet, whu-k has-been proved to lime 
“ bitn WRIT'I iiN I'y John Reeves, Esq. 
“ is a Kvy improper Publication ;—but, 
“ being of opinion th .t the Deiendani was 
“ not actuuud by the crini.nal motive ini. 
“ pnteiWto him in the leforniAlVin* find 
« him Not Guilty !”— And, Gentlemen, 
sh' iiid \ - n even be of opinion that the 
matter alledged in this prosecution is of 
the naigre of Mr. Reeves’s Book; yet 
still, unless you are equally convinced that 
it Wes given lo the world with the inten¬ 
tions ascribed to it,—the Auilior of this 
Publication must he equally Not Guilty : 
—the Analogy is complete. If the Jury 
in Mr. Reeves’s Ca.se, though they con¬ 
demned the matter, believed not the im¬ 
puted (airainal Intention, though Reeves 
iiinisell was the Author ; much less can 
you. Gentlemen, inipuie a Criminal In- 
lention lo me, alter all which 1 have of¬ 
fered, after all which you must have 
ascertained, after the conviction you must 
have drawn that 1 was totally ignorant of 
the* Publication in question. Gentlemen, 
it w ould at. once he an insult to your un¬ 
derstanding and <your justice, to suppose 
it possible that you can ascribe aCrhninuil 
In tention to me, with respect to a thing I 
never saw, nor could have seen till after 
its publication,—while you perceive, that 
s who could nof make the^r minds 

satisfied that the WRIIER HIMSELF 
had the Criminal Intention imputed to 
him, would not sufiVr his conviction. I 
hed not, cocld not ,have, the Intention 
imputed to me; and of this, I doubt not, 
you are clearly convinced. 

Hep(>* theu„Gentlemen, is a direct and 
absolute precedent, a plain and positive 
exampkibr your guide and authority,—a 


Recorded Fcrdirt for your precept and 
imitatioh ! 

Indeed, if the object of Mr. Fox’s Act 
ewas not to bring the moral guilt of'the 
Defendant, in the cases of Libel, within 
the purview of the Jur^, the act itself was 
superfluous and nugatory. *■ 

fiat It not only does this, but also ex¬ 
plains or declares, whatTnigiit*before have 
been doubtful, the nature of a IJbel; —and 
if the Judge is to treat the matter in his 
charge to the Jury as in other criminal 
case*, ‘which this Act enjoins him to uo, 
the Defendant is unquestionably entitled to 
the same protection as aflbrded in other 
criminal Cases ; and consequently that the 
eriininal intention (whatever be the nature 
of the Publication) must be made manifest, 
or conviction cannot follow. 

It has, I know, been held, and may 
still be held, that the Declaration of a 
Criminal 'Intention, as specified in the Re¬ 
cord, is a mere inatter of lorlii,—that they 
are phrases of Law,—mere words of course, 
and out of the con.sidoration of the Jury : 
—that is, that the Jury is to confine itselF 
lo judging of the Fact, which probably tc- 
quires little judgment at all, and the 
Court alone is to be left to decide on the 
Intention. 

We find that Lord Mansfield laid it 
down so to tne Jury, upon the trial of Mr. 
Miller, for publishing Junius’s Letter to 
the King ;—He said, “ that the .words 
scandalous, seditious, &c, were inferences 
of law^ and were not ui^ler the cognizance 
of Ihe Jury !”—But the Jury thought 
otherwise,; and, judging of tk' Intention 
as well as the Act, returned a Vetdict— 
“ Not Guilty.” 

Upon the Trial of 'Mr. Baldwin, for 
publishing the same Letter, Lord Mans¬ 
field again said,—“ The epithets false, 
scaudalou.s, and malicious, are, AT PRE¬ 
SENT, all words of course :—if the writ¬ 
ing be found a Libel, they are merely in¬ 
ferences of I.aw !”—The Jury, however, 
who rightly considered, that a-man should 
be charged with nothing more than was 
lietdful to his case,—that Fact, not Jn- 
Jerence, was to coiiAitute the Criminal In¬ 
tention and direct their Verdict,—and be¬ 
lieving no Criminal Intention to be justly 
a.scribable to the Publisher,—unanimously 
pronounced him Not Guilty. 

Upon the ftiemorable trial of Mr. Owen, 
in 1752, for printing and publishing a 
Libel against Alexander Murray, Esq. 
Mr. Pratt, ^afterwards Lord Camden,) in 
his argumtnt for the Defieivdant, bai the 
following words:—“if there is «ff is* 
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dictment preferred'against a man for an 
assaolt to commit a rape, the Intention 
must be proved, or else the Jury cannot 
find hhn Guilty the same of an assault, 
widt an intent to kill, if the Intent be pot 
proved, he must be acquitted ',—-ifhe kill, 
and the /r«e»tton be *noi proved,— 
jf it be npt proved, that he killed preMdi- 
tiitedly and of*foietBought, it is but man¬ 
slaughter therefore (said Mr. Pratt,) in 
tlie cas-e before ns, if that part of the In¬ 
formation be not pToeed that he published 
maliciously, &c. too MusT-AcauiT !" Sind 
the Jury, notwithstanding a contrary opi¬ 
nion dMivered by the Judge, did acquit 

ACCOttOlNCLT ! ! ! 

In the case of Mr. Almon, the Book¬ 
seller, Mr. Serjeant Glynn moved for a 
new Trial, and offered to produce the affi¬ 
davit of Mr. Mackworth, the Foreman of 
the Jury, setting forth,—“ that he was by 
no means satisfied, with respect to Mr. Al- 
nion’s servant selling the seditious Pamphlet 
in question, with the privity, consent, and 
kiiowledt'e of his Master; and, if so, Mr. 
Aiinoii COULD NOT BE Guilty of the crime 
laid to his charge !” One of the Judges 
laid down also at the time, " that no Man 
was answerable for the cm mi.sal actions 
of his Servants !” though another of the 
Judges observed, that every Bookseller 
might by such subterfuges escape. But, 
Gentlemen, is there the slightest appear- 
*ance ■yf.suhtetfus’e in the case now before 
you? C'sH there be any iniprudence or 
.censure imputable tp me in being .com¬ 
pelled to leave the coridacting «f my bu¬ 
siness to my> Agent; that Business which 
I was constrained so to leave, or to rtdin- 
quish altogether ? There is surely much 
to allow for in my'situation, but nothing 
to condemn : nec^sity ha^ combined with 
law against me, and 1 must depend on 
Justice and an enlightened Jury for relief. 

I shall adduce one more instance to [Irove 
the liability of Agents : 

Barnard, K. B. 336. Fitzgib. 47. The 
King V. Nutli In Hilary Term, 2d. Geo. 
11, 1729, A woman was indicted fur being 
the publisher of a treasonable Libel, but* 
the evidence only profed that there the 
Libel was sold, but not that she knew of 
its being sold; in fact, she proved that she 
lived a mile from the shop, and had been 
bed-ridden for a lo*g time; so that the 
presumption was that she reaHy knew no¬ 
thing of‘it. Kettleby trusted upon this 
evidence for an acquittal; for, though an 
action might lie against Masters .or Mm- 
tvesjieg for the actions of their ftervants in 
4 ttviTsuit; it was itot reasonable ii should 
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^ so in a Ckiminal Peosecution. The^ 
Chief Justice said, that the Master of a 
Shop was antwerable for every Bodk sold 
dherein. The Jury, hodiever, refused to 
do any thing else than ^nd the circum¬ 
stances specially, and deliver a Verdict-of 
publishing only: and the Alturney-Ge- 
neraleconsidering it a hard case, consented 
to withdraw a Juror. 

Gentlemen,—! stand here to be judged 
by the Laws of God and my Country;— 
and surel am, you will,not suffer the lech- 
nicaliiies or imperfections of the one to 
militate against the purity and just.ee of 
the other ! He who reads the Heart knows 
me to be as free from the imputed Offence 
as any of the persons in the cases 1 have 
quoted ; and from ttie facts 1 have adduced. 
Gentlemen, you must, I doubt not, be fully 
impressed with the same conviction.—You 
will not suffer the intricacies of the Law 
to fetter or mislead your understanding, at 
the peril of you; own peace of mind, and 
to the irreparable injury of a fellow-crea¬ 
ture. Remember, Gentlemen, your Ver¬ 
dict if t«f ^e the Verdict of Trutji, and 
Trutlf alone. I have shewn to you that 
the Information is incorrect,—that the 
Record is false,—it will be for you to de¬ 
termine whether you will concur jn that 
falsehood, and convict me upon it. Again; 
yon must be able to look your Country in 
the/ace, and solemnly declare, upon your 
oath, that you believe I really liad the 
Criminal Intention imputed to me in the 
Record, to which I have offered to prove 
that I was neither privy nor consenting ; 
You must believe that I concurred in the 
full intent and meaning of the expressions 
therein contained,—winch 1 have offered 
evidence to substantiate that 1 did not 
sanction :—You must. Gentlemen, be able 
conscientiously to do all this, in direct 
contradiction to all I have adduced, before 
you can possibly pronounce me Guilty. 
Gentlemen, On your Verdict this day 
depends the Liberty, and I had almost 
said thp Life, of a Fellow Creature ;—as too 
surely 1 feel, that the farther abridgement 
of. the tine will soon cause the extinc¬ 
tion of the otherand surely that is nei¬ 
ther merited by the imputed Crime, taken 
in its utmost extent, nor sanctioned by the 
Law of the Land. 

The greatest punishment, jicrmitted by 
the jurisdiction of this Country, next to 
Deaih, is that of Imprisonment; though 
in some cases, even a deprivation of Life 
would be mercy compared to the* tortwre 
(if the soUiary dungeon! Gentlemen, a con- 
ddlBsaation of forther imprisonment upon 
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^«e will probably combine both thes/ 
evilsthe fountain of life, alrcaJ 3 ' nearly 
exhausted by the efiects of a tigorous and 
tedious conhnemAnt, will assuredly soon* 
be wholly stopt, by a continuance of the 
like endurance. There has been lalelj' a 
most melancholy instance of the fatal 
effects of a rigorous confinement acting 
upon a feeble Constitution; creating first 
despondency, next despair and delirium, 
and ending in premature mortality. 

These considerations, iliough not within 
the cognizance of the law, will not escape 
the notice of humanity.—Gentlemen, as 
honest men,—as mvjn of candour and dis¬ 
cernment,—as lovers of Justice,—esta¬ 
blished on Truth and guided by Mercy„— 

I conjure you to reflect seriously upon 
the true nature of the case before you.— 
Kecollect, Gentlemen, the case I have Just 
adduced .of Mr. John Reeves; where 
the Jury, because not satisfied of the cri¬ 
minal intention even in tlje Writer him¬ 
self, although they condemned his produc¬ 
tion, would not convict him for it.—Now, 
Gentlamen, I was iveither the^utl^or nor 
Publisher, nor did I, as staled in tHe In¬ 
formation, cause it to be published ;—on 
what principle, then, can a Criminal In¬ 
tention attach to me that was not applica¬ 
ble to 'Mr. Reeves, the actual Author of 
his own Publication ?—His Information, 
like mine, imputed to him a criminal^in- 
tention, which the Jury could not discover, 
although they knew him to have been the 
Author of the obnoxiou.s article', will you. 
Gentlemen, consent to impute an inten¬ 
tion to me, which I could not possibly en¬ 
tertain, having no knowledge whatever of 
what had been done in my absence ?— 
Reflect, Gentlemen, therefore, on the 
most unprecedented situation to which I 
have been reduced brought here as I 
am. Gentlemen, by the power of the Law, 
t(/depend solely upon the effort of rea.son. 
—Gentlemen, 1 do not pretend to vie in 
legal argument* with niy Learned Adver¬ 
sary; hut I will not yield to him oQe 
point in the arguaient of Truth, f know 
little of the Law but its inflexibility, but 
I know that 1 never wantonly or wickedly 
offended it.—Genileincn, you may be told 
that I have incurred this hazard for n^re 
lucre .sake ;—so it may be said «f the sol¬ 
dier who falht in the field, nr the. pleader 
who sits in this Court; the same inference 
will attach to all, w^io risk their persons 
or their property, or employ their time 
or talents, to improve their fortunes, or 
provide for their families. This cannot 
be a reproach, or it i*rould attach as wvl] 


in one case as another, either to M« at the 
Bar, or his Lordship on the Bertch.—But 
whatever view to Jucre I may have had in 
pursuing my Public Labours, I cannot 
boast of much success in that particular; 
as the heavy hand of the Law has con- 
trih^d to crush the hopes of many years 
ofitffitstry and application, and left me 
nothing to hope for, arM littlh more to lose. 
—Gentlemen, as a fellow-creature, bent 
down with affliction and disesvie, chiefly 
the result of my long confinement, 1 may 
truly claim your sympathy;—but, as a 
Man, free from all intentional crime, I 
claim a higher interest in your brhasts,— 

I claim your Justice!—Gentlemen, I am 
Not 6 ’BtYry,—either in word or deed,— 
either in act or inclination,—of the Libel 
imputed to me. I have offered to prove that 
1 conceived it not,—was not consenting 
to it, nor even saw it till it was published 
to the ^I'orld.—Gentlemen, You will re¬ 
member that your Verdict Is to be given 
according to the tenour of the accusation 
brought against me :—Y 6 u have no other 
point to consider than the baie charge 
contained in that Record, which you must 
believe to be truly made in every part, 
or no Verdict can be founded upon it.— 
Now, Gentlemen, I have stated to you, 
that the very Place of Publication, which 
is the preliminary to the charge, is set 
forth ERRONEOUSLY. I cannot answer to 
such a charge. 1 cannot con 8 en,t to ac-* 
knowledge that my Office of Publication 
was ip such a place.^—And 1 put it to. 
your candour. Gentlemen, whether yo» 
can consent to pronounce a Verdict against 
the evidence of facts. I plead* not for 
the FORMS of Law, 1 appeal to you for the 
conviction of reason.—Gentlemen, It is 
my undoubted privilege to have my case 
treated on the same principle as all other 
criminal cases; and, does not every day’s 
expedience prove that the least error, 
arising either from ignorance .nr informa¬ 
lity, is fatal to a Criminal Indictment ? 
Gentlemen, Let me ask you, were I ar¬ 
raigned before you for a murder or a bur¬ 
glary, alleged to have been committed in 
a wrong County s>r Parish, though the 
fact was established, would not such an 
error prove fatal to the charge ?—Gentle¬ 
men, You may be told that the Record does 
not pretend to specify the identical place 
of Pubiicatien, that it does not even men¬ 
tion Warwick-square, conlenting itself 
with the name of London.—Now, Gentle¬ 
men, had *this been so, I had «lso been 
content. Had it said Londoq onlV, I could 
not gainsay it. But why spoil tbs Record 
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by a usstBss ADDITION ; Why state m staled to the Jury— " That in order to find ^ 
Publication to hare been issued in a wrong “ the Defendant Guilty, they must be sa- 
PAKisH AND WARD ?;—Gentlemen, That ** tisfied of tlie evil intention of the'De- 
luch an error is fatal in a Criminal Case, "afendant: —the quo anitno was the qnes- 
the Trial of Thomas Wildey for felony, at tion to be tried.”—Lord Kenyon charged, 

the last Somei^set Sessjons, is a most cory that they were to find "Whether their 
vincing protW':—where the superfluous in- "consciences were satisfied the inotire 
gertion ofasingje letter, (such as St. Ml^ “ laid fh the information was the motive 
chad’s for St. Michad,) though it did not "which influenced the Defendant in the 
falsify the place, rendered the Indictment " publication in judging of the matter 
nugatory. ‘But here. Gentlemen, is an " alleged, they were to judge of the d!o-' 
absolute falsehood inserted :—1 am per- " fives with which the.Sefendaiit publish- 
suaded you will never consent to find nae “ ed it. That was not*to be his decision, 
guilty of, publishing my paper where it " but it was for the decision of the Jury.” 
never was published.—Thenext pointGen- —He added—" That it ^lioiild be remem* 
tiemen, for your earnest attention is, that " bered that all Law, and especially the 
it charges me, in unqualified terms, with " Criminal Law, should be administered 
having published this article with a nmli- “ in mercy, for the King by his Corona- 
cious and seditious motive, and you are “ tion Oath was bound to administer the 
called upon to agree with that charge. “ Law in mercy.” And now. Gentlemen, 

—Let me once more ask you, Gent|,emen, I conclude; with thanks to you and to the 
can malice attach where there has been no Court for the attention which has been 
forethought ?— Cun a malicious motive be attbi"ded me; leiwiug my fate witli.confi- 
imputed to that man, who can prove he dence in your hands; persuaded, that, in 
knew nothing of the act? You cannot the minds of an intelligent British Jury, 
possibly agrt^e to think so. I beg you to Mercy and*Truth will ever be found to 
remember. Gentlemen, that I knew no- pievaif. 

THING of Tins niATTEu.—Gentlemen, You Ap the conclusion of his Defence, Mr. 
are bound to decide upon the whole mat- White was asked. Whether he meant to 
tei in issue,—^Tlie Act of parliament, which call Witnesses to speak to what h? bad 
I have before me, expressly enjoins you opened. 

to do so:—it says, “ The Jury may give iiOrd-jEWenioroagAsaid, that the evidence 
General Verdict upon the"wAo/c matter he had staled would go only in mitigation, 

" put in issue ; jund shall not be required by and not to acquittal; but his Lordship 
" the Court to find the Defendant Guilty wished to know whether the Defendant 
‘'•merely on proof of tjie Publication, or of would prefer having it on his Nole.s, or by 
" the sense ascribed toil in the info^ation !” Affidavit before the Court hereafter. 
—Therefore,’Gentlemen, in the case be- The Defendant at first chose to wait; 
fore you* you must positively believe me but the Foreman of the Jury saying it 
to have had the ffia/ice without the fore- would be more satisfactory to his mind to 
thought, —that I had the malicious motive hear if, the Defi'ndant called bis Witness, 
ascribed to me without the knowledge Lord EUenborough told the Juryman to 
OF THE matter, —and that the Publication what extent only it would aflect the case. 
WAS issued in a Parish and Ward wher^e it Every Printer was responsible for what 
never existed. All lhe.se palpable inenn- was printed at his press; otherwise the 
sistencies and falsehoods you must impli- moment a man get^ into jail, he might 
ciily believe,— OT you will acquit me of the open his engine for all sorts of libel with 
whole charge contained in the Record.— impunitjr. 

Genvlemen, You must upon your oaths be The Defendant said, th«t he did not in- 
convinced in your consciences—not mere* ^end to call his VVitness, that the Attorney 
)y that I have published the matter al- General itii^ht not have the benefit of re- 
leged in the Information;-—but that 1 have plying. 

published it with all the criminal inten- L»rd Ellenboroui^h. He has.that benefit 
tions imputed in the Record—that 1 have whether y6u do or not in this case, if he 
published it for the express purpose of choose to exercise his right. 

»Xciiing disaffection and disiaiisfaciion The Defendant then,called his son, JoAb 
among HiS Majesty’s subjects;—that 1 White, who said that he visited his father 
have published, it with the view pf creat- in prison every day, and acted as his am^ 
>ng discontent in the Army:—or,, your nuensis. He knew of every artiefe his 
Verdlct^must be Not Guilty.* In Reeves’s father wrote for the Paper, previously to 
Case, the then Chief Justice of England / its Seing sent to London. The Paper in 



<|ueition reached, the Defendant only La 
the Mraday after it was published. He 
was with his father from Mrelve o'clock 
on the Sunday &f its publication, and liad 
beeti so for nmny days previously. To 
the best ol the witness’s belief his father 
never knew of the Libel till after it was 
printed. The Defendant had not Jbeen 
employed in writing or reading any such 
Article, to the best of the Witness’s belief. 
If his father had seen it in manuscript, the 
Witness must hav^ known it. 

Quettion hy a Jutw. What time does the 
post reach Dorchester?— A. It depends 
upon, the state ®f the road ; generally 
about ten o’ch ck, or a little after. 

a. What time does the post leave.Dor¬ 
chester ?— A. About twelve o’clock. 

Upon his cross-examination by the At¬ 
torney General, he said, he did not know 
who was the Author of the Libel. When 
asked whether he had not heard his father 
say vvhose it was. he ^sked Lord Ellen- 
berough if he was bound to answer that 
question. 

Lard Elknborough. Certainly. , 

The Defendant interposed, an^ Mr. 
Lawes olpected to the qviestion. 

Lord Elhibormgk refused to hear* the 
Counsel, who, he said, had volunteered 
himself into a situation perfectly new; 
and the Court expected that the Bar would 
set the Public an example in preserving 
the order of justice. 

The Defendant complained loudly of | 
injustice; and Lord Ellenborough cau¬ 
tioned him not to injure himself by such 
unfounded complaints. 

The Witness said, he might have heard 
his father say the Libel was written by 
an elder brother. This*brother corre¬ 
sponded with his father once or twice a 
week. The Libel was never contradicted 
in the Paper, which was published till 
how, but which had changed its Proprie¬ 
tor, the witness’s brother having become 
80 since his father came to town. 'I’he 
brother conducted the Paper wjiiie jthe 
father was in prison. 

Upon his re-examination, he knew that 
nis brother had a discretionary latitude as 
to articles under the head London, as the* 
Libel was. Such articles were wKitten 
the latest in the week, and must be left to 
an agent’s discretion. 

The Attorney Gemrat, in reply, said he 
was ashamed to take up the time of the 
Jury with a refutation of that part of the 
argument of the Defendant which related 
to the parish and county in which the 
publicatiou actually took place, is tiie 
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case of a murdet, it might be liecessafy to 
state- exactly where it was committed; 
but in the present case, the statement of 
the place of publication was a mere matter 
of form. The Defendant had entered into 
various other arguments, which, whatever 
etdect they might have when oflered at 
another stage of the prosecution, in miti¬ 
gation of punishmeAt, wef-e at present to¬ 
tally irrelevant.—The Defendant had 
. .spoken at great length of theahardships of 
his situation; that he had oflered to give 
up the real author of the libel on condi¬ 
tion of escaping from prosecution. He 
would take upon him to say, ihalt no pub¬ 
lisher of a Newspaper had ever less rea¬ 
son to complain of hard treatment than 
the Defendant; but he could never con¬ 
descend to submit lo the terms which the 
Defendant wished to impose upon him, 
nor agree to the doctrine, that the pro¬ 
prietors of those publications in which li¬ 
bels have appeared, are'not completely 
answerable for all such libels. A doctrine 
like this would lead to the most alarming 
consequences. He re.ally could see no¬ 
thing which could place the present De¬ 
fendant out of the general rule of latv. 
The Defendant did not dispute that this 
article charged against him was a libel, 
and that its intention was evidently to 
create dissatisfaction among His Majesty’s 
Subjects, and to spread discontent among 
the soldiers ; he did not dispute that *tt 
was scandalous and malicious; that it 
slaivlered His Majesty’s Ministers in tljp 
most giwss and unfounded manner ; but 
be grounded his defence oa this, that he 
w’as not answtM-able for any thi^g which' 

[ was published during his coiifiiieinenl in 
1 prison; that any such improper publica¬ 
tion WM not his fault, but the fault of the 
law ; for the law had confined him, and 
prevented him from exercising a super- 
inthrdance over any thing which might 
appear’in his Paper. The law had, indeed, 
sentenced him to imprisonment, because 
of his commission of an .offence which 
called for that punishment; the Defend¬ 
ant had placed himself in Dorchester Gaol, 
by doing aii acts which called for the in¬ 
fliction of such a sentence; and nothing 
could be more unjust, therefore, than w 
charge that upon the law which was only 
chargeable upon himself; and when ano¬ 
ther act #vas committed more criminal 
than that for which he was sentenced, I 
say, that because he was prevented ffow 
supeiinttnding bis publicaton, he • was, 
tberef'pae, not answerable jfor it. Such » 
proposition he knew not well bow* to exa- 
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mine; it was neither founded on law nor 
justice. If a publication was carried on 
in Tendon, from which ail the profit was 
derived 4)y the Defendant, because he hap¬ 
pened to entrust the charge of it to others, 
was be to be permitted to send out fire¬ 
brands through the land, without being ani 
swerable for them ? .But what evidence was 
there that he disappmved of the article 
in question ? He had asked that witness 
who had slated that the article was written 
by his elder brother, if any single article 
had ever yet appeared in Tlje Independ¬ 
ent Whig, from which it might be inferred 
(hat the sentiments of the libel had been 
disapproved of ? No such article could be 
pointed out; and it appeared most evident, 
that this seeming disapproval was now 
resoited to solely for the purpose of elud¬ 
ing the grasp of the law. How did he not 
think of applying an antidote to the poi¬ 
son which had been disseminated by 
his agent ? In doing this, there could not 
have been the smallest danger. Although 
the writer of the libel was his own son, 
he had no qccasion to disclose that cir¬ 
cumstance ; he had nothing to do but to 
state that his confinement in Dorchester 
Gaul left him nn opportunity to examine 
all the articles of the Newspaper previous 
I to insertion, and that he had seen with 
concern an article make its appearance 
containing principles which he disclaimed. 
This, if what the Defendant had stated 
this day were sincere, would have been 
the course of conduct pursued by hjpn. 
Had he been conviiid^d that tht^article 
in his paper lyas mischievous, the road 
was comi^etely open to him, and he 
would have endeavoured to set himself 
right; he would have-taken the earliest 
opportunity to disavow its sentiments. 
Instead of that, however, he allows 
the poison tu work on the public mind, 
he allows it to spread among the st^l- 
diery without endeavouring to furnish 
them with any remedy ; and then, when 
all the mischief .was done, and when he 

^ as called upon to answer for his offence, 
e thought proper to come forward with 
^ disavowal. Let any man be as favora¬ 
bly disposed towards the Defendant as it 
"'as possible to be, could he, could even 
he Defendant’s own friends and relations 
>relend, that if he had Really repented of 
I'e libellous article, had seen )he niis- 
hievous tei^dency of it, and wished to 
l^ert the effects which it might pro- 
he Would not have published an 
ftiniediate disavowal ? But had tlig. De- 
*oilapi done thfs ?—had he not quietly 
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allPwed all the mischief to be done with¬ 
out taking the smallest step to endeavour 
to avert it, or ‘to testify his regret ? • He 
wjs aware that hswas unfiecessarily con¬ 
suming the time of the Jury; for the only- 
time when such topics as fiad been urged 
by the Defendant could be brought fbr- 
ward,\«ith any degree of propriety was iu 
mitigation of punishmeiTt. By law, the 
Proprietors of Newspapers were answera¬ 
ble for every thing which appeared "in 
them ; ami it was hecapse they were an¬ 
swerable that the law tequired them to 
furnish their names. If the doctrine of 
the Defendant, however, Were to be listen-* 
ed to, the law would become an object of 
ridictOe, a mere stalking horse, when 
every man might say that he had not, for-. 
sooth, the cognizance of any particular 
article in his Paper. By law, it wps the 
condition of being a proprietor of a 
Newspaper to be answerable for whatever 
was contained in i^ It was not contepded, 
the article now charged against the De¬ 
fendant did not contain gross and mis¬ 
chievous, slar^Jer; and if it did contain 
such slander, as Proprietor and Editor of 
the Paper in which it appeared, ho war 
everjf way answerable for it by law. 

Lord Ellenborough then proceeded t* 
charge the Jury. This was an indictment 
against the Defendant, Henry White, for 
a Libel. The first thing which was to be 
proved was the fact of publication ;—and 
if, after the notice he had given at the 
Stamp Office of his intention to publish 
such a Journal at No. 23, Warwick square, 
there opuldyet remain any doubts whether 
there was sufficient legal proof of the pub¬ 
lication, those doubts must have been com¬ 
pletely removedtby the coarse which the 
Defendant had taken. It w-as certainly 
the right of every Defendant to determine 
whether he should conduct his defence 
himself, or whether he should employ 
Counselbut they who chose to defend 
themselves, always incurred tjie danger of 
injuring their case, by letting out facts 
wliich the discretion of Counsel would 
have thought it m^re prudent to conceal. 
In this respect, the present Defendant had 
imprudently* admitted that, which, if h* 
had lei't his Defence to bis Counsel, would, 
probably, not have been admitted. If, 
however, he had not been directly instru¬ 
mental in the publication of this libel, the 
Jury must recollect, th'at he had taken 
no pains to counteract its malignity. In 
calling witnesses, the Defendant had made 
an unnecessary parade" and display ot 
evidence, the object of which appeared 
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merely to be, that those matters ihigh( be 
placed OB the Judge's notes of the trial, 
which might otherwise mofe regularly be 
brought forwaiU by affidavits in tnitigat|pn 
of punishment. It was no defence in law 
to say, that he was not the writer of the 
libel,—he was equally responsible if' it 
were inserted by his authorised ^gent. 
He who does a thing by the hands of ano¬ 
ther, is as responsible as if he had done it 
hWnself. If that were not the law, what 
mischiefs might pot every Proprietor of a 
Newspaper commit with impunity?—He 
might employ a machine which should be 
•constantly at weft'll to infect'and poison the 
public mind with his own malignity 
bis types might- be always ready to, disse¬ 
minate libels and calumnies, and yet he 
himself might put his hands before bis 
eyes, and be determined to see nothing, 
or know nothing of the mischiefs that he 
was doing. He might swear, and get 
othe;s to swears that h^liad never seen the 
libel for which he was. prosecuted. This, 
however, would not satisfy the law. He 
would be still responsible for aU the mis¬ 
chiefs done either by himself or ms autho¬ 
rised agents. This was a doctrine upon 
which there could be no doubt; it d;as es¬ 
tablished, and recognised as law by every 
.Judge and every lawyer whom he had 
ever known since his acquaintance with 
Courts of Justice. The Defendant had 
quoted several expressions of different 
lawyers in their aigujnents but it was of 
very little consequence what Mr. Ketileby 
or any other Kawyer might have said in the 
management of-their client’s causes. He 
knew many men of the first authority in 
the present day, who would be very sorry 
■to be held to whatever ojunions they might 
have said in arguments at the bar. He 
felt it his duty to lay it down as the un¬ 
questionable Law of the Land, the law 
* ‘which to all the subjects of this realm is 
the security for every blessing which they 
enjoy, and Ute protection from every mis¬ 
chief to which they would otberwije be 
exposed,—that the Proprietor* of every 
Newspaper is responsible for the contexts, 
of his Paper, whether written* by himself 
or any other person. This bad frequently 
been determined to be the law, pven in 
cases where the sickness of such Pro¬ 
prietor tdade it absolutely impossible for 
him to see what was inserted in bis Paper. 
Circumstances oY this nature had, how¬ 
ever, always their proper weight, when 
urged at a fit time in mitigation of punish¬ 
ment. He had seen twenty printers on 
the Roar of tha Court of King’s Bench, 


who had sworn to their absolute ignorance I J 
of the insertion of the offensive article; I v 
and such affidavits were always allowed I t 
their due weight at a proper time. .The! v 
Defendant bad pressed strongly upon tbel f 
J ury the length of his imprisonment, which I s 
■should have seaved as a caution to him to I | 
abstain from publishing libels. If his I « 
means of subsistenoe were entirely derived I \ 
from the conduct of a Journal, it migiitl g 
have been supposed, that, after so severe al r 
warning, be would have felt more thani j 
aver the necessity of superintending thel i 
articles which were to be inserted, and! r 
keeping out w'hat was libellous* It mightl t 
have been expected that be would havel t 
been particularly cautious in the choicel t 
of his agents; and that he would havel t 
found it necessary to exercise considerablel } 
care in their superintendance and control.l f 
On the contrary, it seemed that he left thel ^ 
management to his son. with a discre-l i 
tionary power to insert whatever he mightl u 
thiok proper. If, however, a libel badi } 
found its way into a paper which vy||ivdi-| | 
rectly contrary to its usual tenor, ahd ani f 
apology had been speedily inade, the cas« ] 
would not then, in all probability, havel ^ 
been .selected for prosecution. If the prel . 
sent Defendant had really disapproved of t 
the article in question, as lie now professeJ f 
to disapprove of it, why did he not take! j 
some means of manifesting bis disappro-l | 
bation in his own Paper ? The Defendmitl f 
in the course of his argument,’ had taken ; 
different objections to the information! t 
wfiichjie called aVoolish and false recihdl ] 
His first objection was to ^tbe publicatioJ t 
being staled to have taken pjace in thil { 
parish of St. Mary-le-Bow. This wa* ] 
however, a usual description in law, and il | 
was not to be expected that the rules ol j 
law, established for wise purposes, were tn ■ 
bend to the suggestions of every unlearnetf \ 
Defendant. How many convictions haw i 
taken place upon indictments for robberiel' 
and other criminal offences, alleged gel ] 
nerally in the parish of St. Mary-le-Bowf j 
in the ward of Cheap, whereas, in faci \ 
they were in a different parish and warifl | 

And yet no num had ever before thoughj | 
it consistent with modesty to make such 41 
objection. The Defendant had very prj f 
perly exonerated his legal advisers 1 
any blame in taking such an objectio'li 
for it was one w’fiicli he could not belir'’li 
that any Barrister would make. If the oVi 
fence was laid in the proper county, tbeVi 
was no occasion for the pansh to be 
prdssly stated ; and the constant practi®! 
was, Bot to specify the' particitUr parif"' 
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In burglStries, however, (a fatal flaw in- 
which had been quoted as a precedent by 
the Defendant,) the reason of the thing 
was diflerent. Since that was a local of¬ 
fence, it was absolutely necessary to de¬ 
scribe the situation of the house which wits 
broken into; and, ih^refcre, the tnisno'tlbr 
of the place was justly fatal in the case 
which the D('fendamt had cited. The 
same accuracy of local desc ription was 
not necessaj^ in setting out other oflences. 
As to his next objection, that the indict¬ 
ment had falsely charged him with a cri¬ 
minal intention, the rule which pervaded 
the cririiinal as well as the civil law was, 
that a man is responsible for the acts of 
bis agents. The law collects the inten¬ 
tion from the act itself. If any man, with 
his eyes open, were to strike and wound 
his Lordship with a deadly tveapon, it 
would be no satisfaction to him for the 
man to say he did not intend it. Such a 
man would be as mad as the cobler of 
Messina, who w^emt about shooting every 
whom he thotight mischievous to the 
State. His plea was,—“ It is true I have 
killed this or that man, but my intention 
was gocnl,—I meant to benefit the Statq.” 
—Men must generally be presumed to in¬ 
tend that which they do. A man, there¬ 
fore, who chooses to conduct a newspaper, 
and sets up somebody else, who circulates 
libels through its means, must be presumed 
tc intend the circulation of such libels; 
and he must be Considered as having done 
that which he has so caused to be done, 
lie must also be presumed to have sanc¬ 
tioned that w hich he never thought proper 
to express any disapprobation of. As to 
Mr. Reeves’s case, which the Defendant 
had cited, that stood upon very difhTent 
ground; his Lordship was in the cause, 
and felt perfectly satisfied at the time with 
the verdict of i the Jury, and knew that 
many high in authority agreed with him. 
The Jury thougic the publication of Mr. 
Reeves a very improper one, but acquitted 
him on the grpund of his not writing it 
with the criminal intention imputed to 
him,' In this opinion of that publication 
he entirely coincided. Mr. Reeves bad 
been charged with writing his Book'with 
die intention of vilifying the Houses of 
Lords and Commons; but it appeared to 
him, that he had no such intention, and 
that what gave cftence was nothing but 
'Metaphor ruif mad. Mr. Reeves had got 
hold of a metaphor,—the trunk of a tree ; 
“j-and. he called Monarchy the trunk, and 
me two Houses of Parliament the branches, 
"'hich might be lopped off without de- 
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slroying the trunk. Now, as to the qnei-' 
tion which of the parts of our Governifient 
Was the original stem, and which were to 
l^e considered the adjuncts, was a quertien 
more of antiquarian research than of real 
importance ; and Mr. Reeves was a great 
antiquary, ilis Lordship was, therefore, , 
satisfiod with that verdict, because he 
really believed that Mr. Reeves had not 
the intention imputed to him ; and bis 
reason for so believing was collected from 
the book itself. This jvas the great dif¬ 
ference between the two cases. In Mr. 
Reeves’s case it was from the perusal of 
the writing charged as a libel, that the 
Jury formed their opinion that there was 
no criminal intention ; but in this case he 
believed that no such conclusion could be 
drawn from the writing itself. 

As to the law of Libel he did not seek, 
nor ever had sought, to abridge the privi¬ 
leges which the Constitution gave to Juries. 
He must say, however, that he could 
hardly conceive that any sensible man 
could entertain a doubt but that the article 
for whi|;h nlje Defendant was now prose¬ 
cuted *did tend to disgust our soldiers, 
upon whose valour and good conduct the 
tlefihice of the country, and every thing 
dear to us, now mainly depend.—He could 
have no doubt but that publications tend¬ 
ing to alienate the soldiery, and directly 
defaming the Government, were Libels. 
He should wish to know by what law it 
was that the very lowest Officer in the 
Statemay be protected from calumnies,but 
that those whofill the bighestand mostim- 
portant offices in the Administration are to 
find no similar protection ?—He by no 
means wished to abridge the privilege of 
discussing temperately the measures of 
any Administration ; but such discussion 
ought to be conducted innocently and 
decently. To charge the Members of the 
Administration generally with corruption 
was clearly libellous : and to do so on an 
occasion where corruption could not enter, 
was foolish. It was most evident in the 
present case, that granting medals to all 
Officers of a certain rank, who had sqpna 
certain service, could not answer any pur- 
*pose of cotruption; and that extending 
them,to every soldier in the army would 
have made the distinction of no value. 
The Defendant, in the publication before 
them, spoke of " the equivocal and barren 
victories of Roleia, Vimiera, Corunna, and 
Talavera.”—Now, although circumstances 
had prevented results as important us we 
could have wished following those battles, 
still he conceived there was something in 
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' them in which Englishmen naturally feltp 
pride; and, as to the vatoar of our soldiers, 
he beiieved it was as conspieaous in these 
battles, as in the Sncicht battles, which th^ 
Pefendant had alluded to, of Cressy,Poir- 
tiers, &c. ThI Defendant had asked, 

“ why wrere the soldiers who fought in 
those battles not also honoured, 
medals ?*’—aud said, " that such distinc¬ 
tion was an insult to the army.”—-Now he 
W’owld ask, did not the soldier feel a pride 
in the honours an/1 distinctions conferred 
upon his Officer^—The Defendant had 
also spoken of “ the drooping energies 
and wasted resources of this country," 
His Lordship did not know how the ener¬ 
gies of this couniry could be said to d^oop, 
and was convinced that the energies of 
Englishmen would always be found suffi¬ 
cient to defend their country. He would 
wish to know, for what period of lime the 
energies of the people of this country have 
been supposed to bedeplining?—Was it 
during the career of Lord Nelson’s victo¬ 
ries?—was it when Captain Hoste lately 
conqoered in the Mediturraqeun ^ hostile 
force of double the number?—«r-was it 
the other day, when he himself heard with 
his own pars, the cannon of our cruhsers 
that repulsed Buonaparte’s flotiila, under 
the eyes of that great Commander, and 

took one of his praams'?-The telling 

the army that they were insulted by their 
fiovernment appeared to him a Libel of 
the most dangerous tendency; and the 
calumnies against the Members of the 
Government were equally libellous. Cha¬ 
racter is of the utmost importance to every ' 
man in high trust; and those in the 
highest situation have a right to the pro¬ 
tection of their characters from those 
coarse, brutal, and calumnious, misrepre¬ 
sentations which were so often poured out 
against them. The principal danger of 
those foul calumnies, which were often 
bestowed most undeservedly, was, that it 
was apt to make min callous to Public 
censure, and to generate a sort of indiffe¬ 
rence as to any thing which might be 
published with respect td their Public con,- 
duct. In this manner the licentious abuse 
of the press prevented that •{’ublic good’ 
which might be expected from the fair 
exercise of it. He would noUay it down 
merely frbm his own authority, but he 
would state it from the authority of Chief 
Justice Holt, (than whom there was no 
warmer friend of the liberty of the sub- 
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jpct.) that a libel on the Government of 
the Conniry, charging them with corrup¬ 
tion and baseness, was a sort of libel which 
ought to be severely punished. To tell 
the Army" they were insulted,” appeared 
dearly to him to be a dangerous libel; 
anti from this commiseration 4>f the situa¬ 
tion of the English soldiers, the writer (as 
is the custom in such articles) proceeds in 
compliment Buonaparte. “With him, 
merit is always rewarded, and the situa¬ 
tion of the soldier attended to.’^ He could 
not, conceive jvbat greater mischiefs the 
emissaries of Buonaparte (if there are any 
in this Country) could do, than disseminate 
such doctrines among our soldiers. As 
to the Government that wtts charged with 
so much imbecility and corruption, he did 
not himself belong to the Administration, 
whatever was its character, imbecile or not 
so : but he could not have a doubt in his 
mind but that the charging the Members 
of the Administration with imbecility and 
corruption in their office was a libel. He 
had also no manner of doubt, but the 
Defendant was legally responsible for the 
insertion of such an article in his paper. 
He knew that it was within the province of 
the Jury to determine on the whole of the 
case ; but it w’as his duty also to state to 
them his opinion of the articles before 
them: and that opinion was clearly that 
it was a libel. If the Jury coincided in 
that opinion, they would of course find tlie 
Defendant Guilty'. 

The Trial of th(s Information lasted 
from Nirtfe o’clock in the Morning till One 
in the Afternoon. The Jury, after an 
absence o<ifouT hoim, returned ttftbeirbox 
at Five o’clock, and delivered ii» writing 
the following verdict:—“ The Jury find 
the Defendant gudty of printing and publish¬ 
ing the Libel, through the medium of hh 
Ag^t: but on account of his peculiar, siiua- 
tian, earnestly recommaid hint to mercy," 

Mr. Lowien, the Clerk of the Court, 
objected to this verdict, unless he might 
consider it as Guilty. A cry of" No, No,” 
immediately issued from the Jury, and 
'they again retired ; and, after consulting 
about 'Ten Minufes,returned with a Verdict 
of " NOT GUILTY !!!” 

On the announcement of the Verdict, 
acclamations of joy proceeded from the 
persons wjio had waited in the Court fot 
the result. 


Vanished by R. BAQSH.^W^ Brydgey-Street, Covent- Garden:—Sold also by J. BUDU, Pall-Malt 
uvailpt -.-.niiiMd by Tt c. HumH, retwbontsli-Caiirt, riect'atraei. 

— ■■■XL . L^L 'I ' «1. .M, ' ■■ -* X - . . ■ . : 


POLITICAL REGISTER—7'itafqr Mr. White. 


i 





COBBEITS WEEKLY POLITICAL EEGISTJIB. 

ir- vj_- ^__j " V „. » - j:, : ? ■ _ g n "sra 

VoL.'XX. No. 21.] LONDON, SATURbAY, NOVEMBER 25.1811. . [Price 1*. 


" Aftpf tlic evidence hn both ikles is closed, tlie individul prosecutor, or his counted, and the* 
“ Altorncy GcnCril, shall be heard in support of the agcasation. The accoRed person, w hi* ccransel, 

•• may* answerhem. tTlie individual prosecutor, or the Attorney General, shall be permitted to reply; 
“ but, the accused person, or bis counsel, shall always have the last word.”— NAt*OLEON*S CODE <rf 
Criminal Procedure. Book II. Title 11. Chap. IV. Clause 335, , 

C4l] _ * ______ [6«2 


TRIAL OF MR. *WHITE, ’ 
Proprktor of the Independent Whig, 
(contintttd from page 620.) 

Having taken a riew of the nature of 
the publication, for which Mr. White was 
proaecuted, let us next see, what were the 
grounds of proceeding against him in pre¬ 
ference to his son, who wa<i the re|i author 
of the publication, and who was, as it is 
stated-by Mr, White, ready to stand for-- 
ward and to declare himself to be such. 
It is staled, in the reported proceedings on 
the Trial,•that the prosecution was carried 
on against Mr. White, because he was the 
proprietor of the paper; because he was, 
at bottom, the person who caused the 
paper to exist and go forth ; and, of course, 
the person who ought to be made answer- 
able for the psiblication, seeing that, rf he 
had not had such a paper, the alledged 
“libel CGuld not ha^e been published in it. 
The same was said in the case of Mr. 
•Lavel: " iflhere wevp no publishers,” jt was 
said, “ tfsere could be no libels ptibliihed 
which is very true ; and it is not less true, 
that rf there were no publishers, nothing at 
aU coidd be published; and, further, that this | 
reasoning leads directly to the last stage of 
the progress; naipely, to the patting an 
end to all pubiishiog, as the eAectual 
means of preventing libelling. , 

But, is this doctrine always acted upon ? 
The reader shall judge. When I was upon 
my trial, I cited an instance of the con¬ 
trary. I related, that the Proprietor of 
thoAfomtng Post, having-published what 
waa deemed a libel by sir Arthur Pigdt, 
the latter filed an Ex Officio Infoi;piatioit, 

1 against him, and which was the only one he 
did ffie for a libel, while he was in office. 
The party against whom this information 
was filed, had, I staked, never been pro¬ 
secuted by the successor of* Sir Asrtbur 
Pigot, though, as I conceived, the publi- 
catkin complained of bad a muc^ more di¬ 
rect' tendency to excUe a mutiny.in the 
army, than had the publication,tor which 


I was prosecuted. In his reply, what did 
the Attorney General^say ? Why> he sold 
this: that there was a great deal of Slf- 
Terence; a very wide distinction indeed, 
between the author and the publisher; that 
the former was much the roost criminal of 
the two ; and that when he could be confe 
at, the publisher might be let oRi 1 know 
not that these were hiS very words; but, 
for the substance I will answer. Accord¬ 
ingly, he 8aid,*that the Proprietor of the 
Morning Post having given up the author, 
that Proprietor had not been prosecuted ; 
but, jre aclded, that the author was "abrohdt 
and would be prosecuted on his return 
hc^me. 

Nothing could be more reasonable than 
this. It was a very fair way of dealing ; 
and this answer to me was complete; be¬ 
cause I was not only the Proprietor of the 
paper, but also the autitor of the alledged 
libel. Was it, however an answer to my 
Printer, my Publisher, and one of the Pria- 
cipal News-men f Was it an answer to 
them? Were they more guilty than the 
Proprietor of the Morning Post; ^y, 
two of whom swore that they knew not 
what the article contained; and that they 
sold the Remlter in the way of their trade, 
as they did* other publications, witlwut 
being at ail interested in its success any 
more than in that of other publicationys ? 
Was this an.answer to them, whom the At¬ 
torney General prosecuted, and who were 
imprisoned ? And, bow ddes the same an¬ 
swer epply to tha case of Mr. White ? 
He was not the fiuthor : he was merely the 
Proprietor of the paper as in the case of 
the Mdi^ning Post. The Morning Post 
Proprietor gave up his author: Mr, White's 
author gave himself up. The author in 
the first base was abroad; the author in 
the latter case was at home. Upon what 
principle, then, was ,it» proper to pursue 
Mr, White, and not to pursue tlio Pro¬ 
prietor of the Morning V Post ? Nothing 
more need l>e skid upon this part of the 
subject. Th^we being thus put, every 
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is able to forma just opinion upon it. 

There wero.in the' course: of the pro- 
ceediogs/aany things well worthy of re* 
mark j buti as the^proc^dings nave been 
pretty, folly given in most of the news¬ 
papers, and as they speak so plainly for 
thetnselves', much more so, indeed, than I 
4hoald think it prudent to speak of them, 

I shall leave them to work their naluViA 
eflect. 

One^doctripe, however, I cannot help 
noticing in a more particular manner. I 
mean, the doctrine, tljat the inienium is to 
be gathered solely from the act; and that 
every Proprietor is qpmerahle to the full, 
extent of criminality for whatever may 
appear in his paper. Now, it appears to 
me, that this doctrine, if it be maintairt- 
abie, makes the press a thing so perilous 
at that we ought to wish to tee it extin¬ 
guished at once. 

When a man is charged with a he 
is accused of having written, or published, 
such and‘such words with luch and such 
evil intention; and, therefore, if the jury 
find him innocent of the kU intent\pn, they 
must acquit him, or (bust be* perjured 
men. It is, in all cases of this sort, the 
intention, and that akme, that makes itm 
crime. The thing may be false, it may 
be calculated to do mischief, and it may 
even really do mischief; and yet the man 
who writes or publishes it may be per¬ 
fectly innocent. How often do men in¬ 
jure and even kill one another, and yet 
commit no crime? The acts they do 
would be criminal if the eoU intention ex¬ 
isted ; hut, unless that be shown to exist, 
unless the jury be convinced of that, they 
ought to acquit; and, why not in cases 
of libel as well as in cases of homicide ? 
As applicable to this point,*Mr. White 
very judiciously referred to the charge 
given to the jury in the case of Mr. 
Ke^ves by Lord Kenyon, who said: 
" That, in order to find the defendant 
" guilty, they mast bei satisfied of the 
" EVIL INTEJPriQN of the defendant; 

_ " the ^ animo was the question to bli 
" tried." He said, they, were ^o find, 
" whether their consciences were satisfied, 
" that the motive laid in tlie lt\fornmlianwat 
•• the motive that infiuenced the de^dant in 
« the publication: in judging of the matter 
" alledged, they were to judg4 of the 

motms with which the defendant pub- 
" lisbed it. That, eves not to ^ HIS de- 

cision, but it was for the deciwon of the • 
'" jury." He added t " that it should be 
" remembered that all Law, and espe- 


cially the criminal law, should be odmi- 
nistered m mercy; for the king, by his 
" coronation oath, was bomd to administor 
" Law w 

• Now, without stopping to compare'the 
charge in this ctue with charges ef the 
samejudge in other casps of li^l, I think 
I may anticipate the reader’s conborrence 
with 'me in the opinion, that this charge 
was in the true spirit of English law; and 
that it is upon the same principles^ that 
every jury, in cases of libel, ought to de¬ 
cide and that they ought not to judge of 
the motive from ‘the nature, nor from the 
tendency, nor even from the actual ^efiect 
of the act, if it should have product any 
effects. It has been said : we must judge 
of the motive from the tendency of the words 
published; but, how are we to judge of 
the tendency ; what proof have we as to 
that prior point ? It was alledged, for in¬ 
stance, that .the pretended libel of Mr. 
White tended to alienate the hearts of the 
soldiers from the service, and that, there¬ 
fore, such must have been his mtentim. 
He proved that Ae could have no intention 
at all about the matter, because Sbe pub¬ 
lication '^as made without his knowledge. 
But, suppose he had been the author. In 
order to satify the mind of the jury, that 
the allegation of evil tendency was true, it 
was necessary to give some proof of it. 
Had the hearts of the soldiers been alien¬ 
ated from the service ? No. Where,, 
then, was the proof of the alledged ten¬ 
dency ? And where was the ground for a 
verdictfof guilty as to the motive; which < 
motive wa^.you will observe, to be ga¬ 
thered from that tendency f • 

With regard to the doctrine of fespon- 
ribility, let us see whither it would lead us; 
let us see how enviable it would make 
the situation of the negro slave compared 
with that of the Proprietor of any pe¬ 
riodical publication. The doctrine is, that 
such proprietor, be he absent or present, 
be he in health or at the point of death, be 
he the author himself or be he in a state 
of delirium when an- article is inserted in 
his paper, is equally responsible for nl. 
'iSldw, suppose my printer, without my 
knowleijige, were to put into my paper an 
article, instigating the people to rise and kill 
the king; and, suppose the article to have 
the effect of causing the king to be mur¬ 
dered. Here would "be an act of high 
treason so clear that there could not |)os- 
sibiy be any dispute about the matter. 
Bat, will ,^ny man say, that I should 
ba-guiUy^^ high treason^ and ^at 1 ought 
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to be hanged wd cut up into qaarterif 
and.that me aeveral parts of my carcue* 
ought to be placed at the disposal of the 
new king t Would any jury, would any 
twelTe men upon the face of this earth Hna 
me guilty of that crime, and expose me to 
such a fate, if they h|id it proved to them, 
thkt I MuJ no knowledge of the insertion 
of the article ? .^nd. if they would not; 
if they would not, under such circum¬ 
stances. take away my life, how could the 
jury ban taken Mr. White’s liberty ? 

It is very well known, that tho^e who 
write and those who ire proprietors of 
periqdical works, have not the power to 
prevent the insertion of any article that 
the printer has a mind to insert. The 
printer has the sole management of the 
types and the press; and though it is 
quite improbable that a person so entrusted 
should insert any thing of bis own bead, 
yet it is always possible ; and, if a verdict 
of guilty against the proprietor be to be 
the necessary consequence, then should 
the writer of a periodical paper, keep 
constantly upon the table before him, a 
halter and a death’s head ; for, he is every 
hour of his life exposed to an ignominious 
death. It may be said, that I have here 
supposed strong and improbable cases 
True; but they are possible. The doc¬ 
trine goes this length. This is what may 
happen to any man, who is a writer or 
proprietor of a periodical work, if such 
be the law.. 

I shall conclude what I have to say 
upon this subjecw at present, b^ asking, 
what is, or can be, the good bf these pro¬ 
secutions*? They have been going on, with 
unu^al activity, for about twenty years 
past, and what have they done for 
tl» country, or for the government ? 
They have hir the most part been 
connected with the war against France 
and with the opinions which a^ose out 
of the French revolution. And, has 
the state of the nation become more sC' 
cure on account of them ? Is the church 
or state ih less danger now than in the 
year 1793, when the horrible cry of Ja 
cobinism was hrst set up, and wheA ihe 
people of England were divideij into Jwo 
hostile parties ? Do these prosecutions 
tend to unite us ? Do they tend to pro¬ 
duce harmony in society ? Do they tend 
to the preparing of the people^ for that 
unanimity of exertion, which will, in all 
humaA probability, ’ere long be necessary 
to the nefence of our very ^mes ? 

Tliirnotiop has been, that such prostwi^ 


tions were aeceisary, to prevviit ocmte* 
quences hero similar to those wbieh ' 
taken pli^ in France ; and ttiii^appCto«» 
with many persons, tovife ^1 toe aodfin. 
“Hold ti^t toe rein," luui been toe 
maxim. - They tried this under all toe old 
govemAientt of. Europe, and where are 
those governmenta nato f Have they prdK 
f ehteo^tbe so-much-dreaded consequences 
Has their ••timely ryicur” saved them? 
None of them thought of timely concession. 
That was a way which none of them tried* 
or attempted to trjC till it was too late. X* 
have been much leased with a passage 
in a small pamphyst, just poblished by. 
Johnson and Co., St Paul’s Church,^Tard* 
entitled •• A Letter upon the niitchieeout 
consequences qf the Spanish Infumtion,'at 
it actually exists in the Prooinces under, 
the Spmish Ootd^mment.” •— The writer 
is speaking of the use made of toe In-, 
quisition with regard to the press ; and, 
in the passage, I allude to, be says: 
—“ Perhaps* you imagine that’the Inqui¬ 
sition has produced or may produce, sui 
“ indirect advantage, by checking the cir^ 

“ {Alation of those doctrines, which, in 
“ the opinion of many, have caused the 
.“misfortunes of Fraqce, and.overturned 
“ the rest of Europe. , It is very far from 
“ my intention to, enter into aaiiscussiou 
“ on the real causes of the French. Revolu¬ 
tion; but, even though all that influx 
V ence, which some have pretended, were 
“ to be attributed to the books of philoso- 
" pliers, and which I am very far from ad- 
" mitting to the same extent, the time of 
“ explosion has now passed, and as we 
“ have rvitnessed what the re^lt has been, 
“ it is ridiculous to imagine it will be re- 
“ peated. Every nation of the continent 
“ has seeif to what these theories amount 
“ when put into practice, and although 
“the truths they contain can never be 
“entirely forgotten, they are convjnced 
“ that the entire systems are literally im- 
“ practicable. .Besides, these instruments 
“ of combustion and disorder are infinitely 
" more dangerous when they bum secretly, 
“ than wheii they wqete ihmseloes in sparks 
•• in *the open air. In a country oppressed 
“ by* the religious and literary tmmny of 
•• the Jaquisition, i\xt most soperncial and 
*» fdmrd book becomes a treasure, which 
passks from' hand to hand: it is suf- 
" ficient that it , be prohibited, to ba 
“ thought exceUepi« danger and peneca- 
“ tion irritate toe imagination of the itu^ 
“dious: ALL BUl^ WITH DpIKE 
“ QF REVENGING THSMSELXSS ON 
Y^2 





IHMi!TOAL SB<3!STfift.-IHirfVitfr. White. 




^ THEIR OPPRESSORS. The party in 
^ favciar of a Kbeny aa Abaotote tu fl^ 
oppfeafion lender lidiicb ita iaditidoaia 
"are groaom|, ineVitald^ itterd^ 

** the patsaion for feVan|^, fowaded on a 
'«basia which, a»«(8t ilijAiiu, containa 
^,not a tThaU ptoportioA of trath and joa* 
** Idee, If^hoanded Wmk nie^mifgfpot^ 
** itS^ 4f veM% The only nt^e of 
« aamingreTolotlotu, like of Prance, 

til 1br« g(ivernmCnti not to he Umd to the 
*• tiecie oi^ntcn ^ ilfm and fer 

*** them to Know, that in la tieceaaary for 
«their own sakOs TO T1£LD IN ITME, 
*'1 ^ not aay all that ia just (for that 
** mi^t perhaps he aaking too much) but 
**what tft the end they cannot deny. Bub 
** » reS^ bo fatik the propc^im of OP£ 
‘•’NIONS is «/(%, ip an impoasibiiijty, 
** since there is a press. If tbeie opi- 
** nions be correct, they will penetrate 
** eVery where; and persecution will give 
'«to them a dangeroua character, without 
" socceedihg in diminiabing tite number of 
* adepts.. If they be folae, and merely 
“ daszle .by their false spiendoar,«do not 
" give them consequence by a tyranmCal 
" opposition; let them pan, and attack 
“ them reammgi There is no fcar of 
folsefadw Ttiltng: one or two may per- 
*• haps bddeceived, but the generality of 
" people are not to be imposed upon in a 
« free dtacussion. If a system, examined 
" in this manner, preserres the general 
** opinion it at first Obtained, or instead of 
" lowng it, encreasCs h daily in its favour, 

" neither the Intpiisititm of Spain, with its 
“ excommunications, nor the former go- 
"feroment of France, with its banish- 
*' ments and burnings by the hand of the 
" hangman, nor Boonapart^, w.ith his sup- 
*' pression of the press, will ever succeed 
** in overthrowing it." 

_ The same reasoning applies to all coun¬ 
tries,. all governments, and to all the vari- 
ous means made use of in muting Jty force 
thepnpagation if apbdont: It is remark- 
febte, that these are almost the very words, 
so often made use 0 /by Mr. Fox atUe ** 
ootsrt ofthe Anti-Jacobinwav. He sailed 
that a waregain«<ytnj<wis; and, because 
that wHs, iw basis; he said it never could 
succw. real.grounds of ^at war 
were jieiw openly avowed: it was called 
a juft and neoessary war; it was‘called 
by all sorts of indefihite names. But, the 
fact wits, titat ft was a»War for the preven¬ 
tion of the piopagation of political princi- 
F'ea R ^sWered Itir purpose, for awhile,, 
its'farim TdaietPio thtf efieCt of these pria- 


|Ciplea1n some countries; but, what haa it 
dorm in the end? It has insured the total 
destroctifin and annihilation of the oldgo- 
fenimenti of the continent; and it has 
created a power at the bare name of 
which uneasy sensations are exeked even 
in thb country, where heretofore. Franca 
and Frenchmen were held in scorn. 
war having failed; having so completely 
failed of its object, what reason is there 
to expect, that the propagation of^opiniona 
. are to be resisted by any other %pecit» (f 
Jfhrceff Why shquld men believe, ^at 
that which immense armies have not been 
able to overcome, will be aobdued bydegal 
prosecutions f 

Again, if it were possible to so subdue, 
so bend down, the minds of a whole peo- 
pie, as to make them afraid to interchange 
their thoughts, even in conversation, 
what would you effect thereby? Only 
render theta perfectly indifferent as to the 
political fate of their country^ only to 
make each man draw himself within his 
shell, and say, « let what will come, I 
" cannot be less free than I am.", It was 
in this state, that the French found the peo¬ 
ple of the continent; and was it any won¬ 
der, that they met with so little resistance? 
Wes it not, on the contrary, wonderful, 
that they met with any resistatfee at all ? 

I remember, that it w'as the fashion of 
1774, 5, 6, 7, and 8, to abuse the people of 
the continent for suffering the French to 
take quiet possession of their countries) at.d 
few joiijed more heartily in that abuse 
than 1 did; j)ot I had no^.thendoly consi¬ 
dered the cause, which, when jt is once 
seen, leaves nothing to wonder at. , 

Of all objects, degrading to the country 
where^hey are seen, thatof a slcamhpress is 
certainly the most degrading. With tiie 
press men have been understood to as¬ 
sociate the ideas of liberality of mind; 
thoughte free as air; words free as those 
thoughts. The press lias been called the 
guardian qf freedom; and, in short, it has 
been looked upon as something forming a 
sort of balance agaJnsi the great powers of 
(Mr government in particular; and, it has 
often been said, that,a minister dared not 
do4his ofothat tn England, because) though 
there might be no positive kmi to reach 
him, there was the press. 

Is not this true, reader ? Is not this thu 
light in which you haveviewed the press? 

Is hot this press, therefore, one of tbo 
thinga that we are expend ing nine^ millions 
ayear topreseme, to prevent from being pul 
down by U conquering invader ?* If this 
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be SO, theo there ought to be some use iri 
this press. It ought to operate as some 
check upon oien in power ; and to do that 
it tnust^xercisethe rightof exposing these 
men in their proper colours, be they in 
what station they may. . instead of this 
what we ? hf press, in whatever 
shape its productions may make their ap« 
pearance, the mftst servite that ever ex¬ 
isted in the world; a press whose conti¬ 
nual gutter of praise of men in power, and 
of any one who has the means of paying 
its venal authors, stinks through th^land; 
,a press sending forth, whether in hooks, 
pamphlets, or papers, statements innume¬ 
rable, which the authors know to be false; 
a press, the vehicle of the grossest fabrica¬ 
tions, forged signatures, and forged docu- 
cuments, so that the history of the times 
as it stands recorded by this press is a mass 
of lies; a press, in short, the foe of truth 
and the foe of freedom. Whp it is so the 
reader need not be told ; nor will any 
man of common discernment fail to per¬ 
ceive what are the consequences, to which 
the exercise of such a press must finally 
lead. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to 
state, that a deputation of friends of the 
liderty of the press have waited on Sih 
Francis Burdett, and obtained his con¬ 
sent to preside at a Meeting to be held at 
the Crovai and Anchor, on Monday sen? 
nighty to take into consideration the claim 
of Mr. White' to Public Support. 

• .. 

There was an error of the printer, 
in the last dumber, where speaking of the 
hour ci the day, when the post came in at 
Dorchester, it was, in page 031, said to be 
at ten o'clock, when it ought to have been 
at one o'clock. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American States— —In another part 
of this Number, will be found a Letter 
from a correspondent upon the subject of 
tlip Court of Immiry, held at New York, 
relative to the affair between the President* 
and the little Belt. Invill only say upon 
that'letter, that I have inserted it, becansS 
I^sh both sides to be heard; but that it, 
in no degree, alters my opinion as to the 
fact of the first shot,baying been fired by 
the Little Belt. Besides, if .our govern¬ 
ment wece not conscious of that fact, how 
comes it that they should have called no 
Court of Inquinr 1 The thing^tands thus 
At preaeot: jtmer our gowiriimcot are 
• ' ' « 


satisfied, that we were the tigpvttors iu 
this affair, or, they think it pruu^t qpf t» 
give proqr of the aggression pn the other 
side, not being prepared tp resrat it in a 
becoming triatmar. fhrmer is wbac* 
one would wiUiilgly shpfmse as 1«ist dimti* 
vantagppas lo the country; Imt, then, wu 
ou^fat to bear in mind« that some apology 
for the aggression is due to the Americans. 
—^Speculations now begin to oocupy 
the public minii as to the ppuduct that the 
American goVertiUMnt will pursue towards . 
us when the Congress shall meet. Indeed 
it has met before now. It is tbojught by 
some, that the first will be an emtargt. it 
this measore be adopted, it will, at thjs 
tsme, most serion8t5' affect us. Corn is 
already very dear ip this kingdom, apd k 
appears to be rising daily in price. The 
quartern loaf sells at Is. tid. making the 
mend fourpence a pound. The supply 
which America could afford to this coun¬ 
try might potdie very great; but, it is by 
her that Lisbon and Cadiz and a consider 
rable portion of Spain and Portugal arc 
fed.a ChUoff that source of supj^ly, and 
what follows ? Whyi our army pinst conte 
home, or be^i from this kingdom, where Uie 
quartern loaf is already at the price of 
Ir. 6d.-—That America will do what¬ 
ever she can to .annoy ua no one will 
doubt; and she can now do a great deaL 
Si)e can send her men; indeed they wiU 
go of themselveB, to mmt the fleets of Na¬ 
poleon, who wants nothing hot sailors, 
and who will here find what he wants. 1 
wish our government to think seriously of 
this, before they get into a war with 
America. We cannot materially hurt her 
now. She has tbe means of supplying 
herself with manufactures. She wants no 
more of pur assistance in that way. Her 
lands are well stocked with the sheep, 
which our war has driven out of Sjuuo. 
She has been sending food to our armies, 
and she has beep, and yet is, freij^tiog 
back her ships with th^ anitnals whim 
will complete her independence us. 
From the port^ of Spatn, and even from 
those df Portugal, the Americans take 
sheep in almost every vessel. An eye wit¬ 
ness, wfab left Portugal but a week or Jwo 
age, has inforumd .me, that, from Lisbon, 
scarcely «n Amerkaa vessel sails witnout 
having some sheep on board. This fact 
alone would convive .any body but suck 
a mam as Lord^ Shemeid, that there is an 
end to the simplyiug of Arperica with' 
woutlehs frmn Engiaud. The ftrifler con- 

nectioA might have existed for some^ and 

• 
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'even muy, yetti longer, bad it noibeen for 
that series oftneasnre's on our part, which 
have produced the wdte-inqjoriattON act. But 
that Act has put an end to the connection 
(bpon its former footing) for ever.—•Suppose 
that we, by sending out fleets, are able to 
no mischief to America. Will that^d^o 
us tmy good i If we had, indeed, no ofA^ 
enemy, the mischief we are able to do her 
might be worth calculating upon. Bat, 
we have anotiter ene^y, and every shot 
We flfe at the Americans is a shot fired for 
Napoleon, who, if it answered no other 
purpose, nnist gain*by any expence or 
loss of lives that we may sustain in a war 
with America.—-—Is the reader fully aware 
of all the consequences of such a war? 
The loss of Canada and Nova Scotia would 
be a trifle, and tbeir seizure might pos¬ 
sibly not be attempted. But, the West 
India islands! What a force would be 
necessary to protect the tra^de with them I 
And, indeed, how many troops would be 
necessary to render them safe from the 
attack <4 a country so nearly situate^, the 
islands always containing wiihin tbem- 
shlves the seeds of revolt! The keeping up 
of such a maritime force in the West InditfS, 
and on the coast of America, must weadeen 
Us in thd European seas, while the force of 
our enemy is daily Increasing. This, 
therefore, without any of the consequences 
mentioned before, seems to me to be a 
reason quite sufficient for coming, as 
speedily as possible, to an amicable ar¬ 
rangement with the American government, 
if the hour for a restoration of narmony be 
hot already passed. That we ought to 
have repealed our Orders in Council, as 
far as related to America, ^ have before 
stated as my opinion; and, if that opinion 
was correct, there can be no disgrace in 
doing it now. It would not,.besides, be 
tho first time, that we had swallowed a 
bitter bolus. We promised and vowed, 
or, at least,our_mlnistefr8 did for us, that 
we would never make peace with France 
' Wrthout obtaining Indemnity for the phi and 
ttcarity for the Jiiture. But, we mode the 
jp***^® ^ Amiens; and, in about twelve 
moh^a afterwards, we went to wa‘r again, 

peace,” 

Aft^r the peece of Amiens we may, 1 
think, get the better of any little punctilio 
about the Oraers in Council. We have 
been stifiT y but, if *iW6 must give way at 
last, or incur the risk of fatal consequences, 

the soqncr we nnl^nd the better._.In 

short, a war with America appears to me 
to be full of moat dangerous effects to this 


^country.. I think it would produce a moat 
decided preponderance on the part of 
^apoleon in the minds of the American 
^ople, who are smarting under the ope¬ 
ration of our maritime regulations, ]»r- 
ticularly those relfting to th, jimpre^ 
ment, of sailors into our service, of 
the effect of which no man in this country 
can be a judge unless he is an attentive 
reader of the American news-papers/which 
abound with relations of this suA eno^h 
to rmise resentment in the most patient 
breast. From extracts which the 
venal press of England copies from the 
American papers, the public would natu¬ 
rally suppose, that almost all the writers 
there, and the people loo, are on our side. 
This is one of the many ways in which 
the public are abused by this press, whose 
object is to promulgate falsehood and to 
smother Wulh. The fact is, that there is 
no writer in America that-attempts to 
justify our conduct: the utmost they attempt 
is, to show, that the conduct of Napoleon 
is as bad as ours towards their country ; 
and, then, there is always this heavy 
weight of charge exclusively against us, 
that we impress their seamen; that is, that 
we take away, that we banish from their 
country, and expose to death, so many of 
the people of America. It is here that 
the American Government is strung 
againsT us; and it is here that Nfipoleon is< 

free from accusation.-"The danger of 

throwing the American sailors (full as 
good ia ours) into the French fleet is very 
great. Tfiey would there meet with all 
sorts of rewards, they would be an in¬ 
valuable acquisition to Napoleon.*^ They 
would be able teachers of bis boys and 
his conscripts. In the space of two years 
they would make his fleets truly formidable. 
This, in my opinion, is the greatest danger 
of alh; and, if it be a danger that may be 
obviated without disgrace, surely it ought 
to be obviated. 

Riots at Nottingham. —^ For some 
,^^days past the news-papers have contained 
accounts of riots jn this town and in the 
county* of the same name. Stocking- 
Weavers going in search of machines, the 
use of which threw them out of work, 
appears .to have been the original ebarac* 
ter of these assemblages. Much mis¬ 
chief is Btat^ to have Seen done; one ol 
the rioters killed in an attack updh a house 
It is Btatedhthat the price of-bread becanu 
one of ibg objects of di^nteift amimgs 
the rioters; and it is also stSUd, riiat jt scar- 
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city of work, sdded to the other causes, firs# 
led to the riots. The mUUmy having been 
Coflected together in great force, the riots 
.appear to have been put an end 
Now, that these riots may be traced to the 
Americait non>iipp(}rtation Act, and to 
Napoleon's continental system, is, very 
clear; because i( was the misery arising 
but of a scarciiy (if "work that produced 
the riots; and, it is well known that the 
scarcity of work amongst the manufac* 
turers has arisen out of the America and 
Napoleon system of ihterdict. It does 
not follow, that the government are to 
blame, however; because it was not in 
their power to prevent the interdict of 
Napoleon at any rate. What 1 point out 
the fact for is, to shew, that his system 
has produced such effects, that it may pro* 
duce others of the same kind, especially in 
a season of scarcity of corn, and that mea¬ 
sures ought to be adopted, not so much for 
the putting an end to riots, as to prevent the 
misery out of which they arise. It is in 
vain to hope for the return of such a state 
of thin*gs as would restore the manufac¬ 
turers to their former state. That state of 
things will never return, or, at least, in the 
life time uf any man now twenty years of 
age. Something else must therefore be 
thought of. There must be something 
done to give employment to persons for¬ 
merly Employed in the manufactures. I 
do not mean, the work should be made for 
them, as we make work for the people in 
the Highlands of Scotland. But, I mean 
the adoption of such measures as would 
give all ])ossible facility to the employ¬ 
ment of additional hands in agriculture, 
amongst which .measures certainly is that 
of relieving all enclosure bills from the 
heavy expence that new attends them, and 
which operate as a very great discourage¬ 
ment. A wise government would,find out 
many means to adopt in such a case; and 
though I am sensible, that no government 
can do much in this way in haste ; yet 
somerMfljg ' might be done.——The most* 
pressing object, however, is the high prjce 
(ff bread. If that pnce should continue to 
rise, great and general misery must be.the 
consequence; especially if we obtain no 
supply of corn from tlw dominions of Na- 
'poleon. This will depend, perhaps, upon 
the nature of thd crops there; for he is 
not fool enough to preven? the expormwn 
of coin, while it brings him back oqr 
hoarded gold. He has acted very wisely 
iB'thi^respcjpt. The export|ti«n enriches 
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bis own farmers; ’improves tbe soil. 
France ynd dependenciei^ malm 
ample provision for jiears of warcity; 
makes us, in some measure, ifependeiA 
upon him. It must* make us even W 
wish to see France destroyed; it must 

f ive us an iaterest in the prosperity'uf odr 
nemy. .■ He is aware of all this; and be 
knows very well-how fo prefer such effects 
to the gratification of his passion of hatred 
against our government. He knows very 
well what impre^on the supplying of. 
England with part of her bread is calcu¬ 
lated to produce in^is favour. The man 
whose hunger is fed by another wilt feel 
his anger abate towards him. It is not all 
that the venal writers can say in a year, 
that will be able to wear away the impres¬ 
sion produced by the simple fact of the 
quartern loaf having fallen a farthing in 
consequence of corn sent from France. 
The reasonings of the belly are always 
more poweribl than those of the brains. 
—Nothing cpuld happen more injurious 
to us tjjtun an embargo in America at this 
tigfe. It) all ways it would be mischiev¬ 
ous. Besides the evil arising from the 
,want of the supply, it would throw us 
more into the power of Napoleon. His 
conditions would be harder, or, if they 
were not, he would have the merit, in the 
eyes of most people, of acting from mo¬ 
tives of humanity towards us, while others 
were moved by no such considerations. 

-The contrast, too, would be suph as it 

would not be very easy to bear patiently. 
The fact would become as notorious as the 
sun at noon-day, that France was sending 
bread to England. There would be no 
disguising this fact, the inforence from 
which would be so obvious, that no one 
could fail to draw it. Who, thpn, would 
the venal prints or the author of the Im¬ 
poster Pamphlet be able to persuadp that 
the people of France were in a state of 
misery ? Who would believe any silcU 
assertions? They mi^ht be repealed in 
every line of every column, and no aoul 
wou^ beliere them! Misery and a su¬ 
perabundance of bread, all the nation 
.wouf^say, were never yet companions.' 
^——These are views of this matter, which, 
*perhaps the government will laugh at; 
but they and tbeir partiaans have been 
accustomed to laugh at so many tbiogi, 
which have, in the* end, become subjects 
of deep regret, that 1 do not attach mnch 
importance to what they muy thmk of 
my opinions. 
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6p%srm Revolution. ——- In another 
part of this Nomtier the r«^er wHi'fitidan 
articK constated fr<iia a Sp^ish news* 

C per« upon this adblecl, which article I 
g him to read with attetition. If be does 
tliis,faewiti clearly,perceive,that thow who 
have any weight in the'government of 
Spain, are decidedly for a complete rtv«iur 
tion ; that they are for the conttiiutim, tlie 
plan df which 1 have before published, and 
which as more demoeraiical than the first 
constitution of Francej Indeed, tlie Cortes 
* have declared for tbn constitution ; and 
though it may be loo late though it may 
havcvbeen done after vhe country has been 
lost in fact, still it wilt live as a memorial 
of the wishes of the parties, and, as I b(>- 
lieve,'of the wishes of the people of Spain, 

•-But, the intereating question, is, what 

ehall we do ? We arc fairly in for it here. 
We are fighting fur the Cortes. Well, 
- then, we are also fighting for the constitu¬ 
tion that Cortes are mf^king and will 
act under. Shall we continue to fight for 
the Cortes when they have adopted their 
new consititution ? We must, oi; we rpust 
withdraw, and leave the Spaniards to th^- 
selvds ; for, as to pretending to espouse 
the cause of any faction against the Cortes* 
that, of course, would send the Cortes and 
the people over to the French. And yet, 
to fight (O, heavens!) for a constitution 
even mure democratical than that which 
was drawn up by Omdorcet and applauded 
by Paine! To this dilemma. However, 
we sh^ll be reduced : either we must fight 
for this constitution, or leave the Spaniards 
to fight foritthemselves.——Then, again, 
either the Spaniards will succeed in their 
. struggle, or they will not. If they do not, 
then is Napoleon master of Spain, and all 
our expcnce of life and money is wasted : 
if they do, then they succeed without our 
aid, and not only their triumph, but the 
triumph of the sovereignty of the people, 
ate proclaimed to the world. While Spain 
was under its old KpvcrnmSnt, it was unable 
to resist France; l^t, having fornaed a con¬ 
stitution upon Ihe basts of the sovereignty 
of the people, it has been dble to'resist 
that power, before which all the old gp- 
yernments of Europe have fallen. Will not 
this he'the observation of every.man' ■» 
How much better would it have been if 
we had been at the head of this revolution, 
and had encouraged die promnlgation of 
such a constitution bhfhre the Frendi bad 
had time to abolish the Inquisition ! This, 
at my readers will recollect, was what I 
was for from the outset. I daid, *• a»ist 


them hot, unleu/they mhke a new and 
« a free government." I have many times 
since said: “ the country will be^^e, or 
ff it will be Napoleon’s.” It wsb as clear 
as day-light, that, without a total abandoo* 
ment of the old system, there was 1 M» 
meaifli of defence agsHnst the ^French. 
It was clear, that nothing short of a re¬ 
volution could rouse thef people of bpaih. 
I said, that I hoped, that their struggle 
would be a long one; because a long 
struggle was necessary to shake the 
old system to atoms, and so disperse those 
atoms as to make it impossible to reunite 
them. The Spaniards appear to btf’divi- 
ded between yielding to the French and 
becoming free; but, they are, at any 
rate, resolverl not to hnve their old gocern* 
ment; and, if w'e ineaii to stand by them 
against the French, wc must make up our 
minds to fight for the new constitution; 
that is to rfhy, for the right$ qf wan and 
the tovercignlt/ qf the people and, it only 
remains for us to see, whether we shall 
take this course or not. 

W“. COBBEIT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

22ad November, 1811. 


I understand, from a gentleman, who 
was present last evening at a meeting 
the Iloyal Society at Somerstt-hobse, that 
a paper by Mr. Glenie was cead, in 
which be demonstrated, that the circum¬ 
ference of the circle is not Only incom- 
mensur!\ble to the diameter, but infinitely 
so, and that jts quadratufe is therefore im¬ 
possible. This much celebraletl problem, 
then, for the solution of which high re¬ 
wards have been offered in different coun¬ 
tries, and on which the solutions of many 
other important ones hinge, is now put to 
rest by that gentleman, ‘though it has 
heretofore baffled the attempts of man-. 
kind. • 


SPANISH REVOLUTION. 

Front the Smanario Patriotico of Cadtz.-^ 
, ^Oct. 24-, 1811 .—Cempiraty agamd 
Liberty. , . 

We arts told, that M. Turgot, one of 
the Ministers of the unfortunate Loui's 
XVI. observed to him early in his reign# 
—“ Your Majesty shtyild anticipate ^ 
Revdution whjch is approaching, and con¬ 
duct it yourself : if not, one of twq things 
will liappen your majesty will eitbnr 
see yourself hompelied to shoot'yopr peo¬ 
ple, like 'CkarlM IX of FruKe j «r t!hh 
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French people will'Mrag you to a scaiTold, 
like Cnsirles I of Ettgland/' Lodis, 
though naturally w,eli' inclined, did not 
follow •this adrrce: the Revolution ad* 
vaheed in spite of him, and that inde* 
cisivo prince verified the prediction in its 
two estrentiQ^; at first making war upon 
his people through the medium of his 
Courtiers, and then being dragged by that 
people to a scaffold.—^The same,, ful rice 
might have^been useful to the -liitasscs, 
corps, and ambitious Authorities, who, on 
the approach of the terriblt^ crisis of otir 
coilntry, were desirous above all to pre¬ 
serve the* influence and power of vvhicb 
they were possessed. Place yourselves, 
might they have been told, in the van of 
the Revolution which is approaching,-—be 
the foremost and most active in gaining 
liberty and independence to the state, 
shew yourselves the most devoted and 
most ardent defenders of the rights 6f tire 
people. If you do not act thus, you are 
lost: your ambition and your pride, ill 
according with novelties, will leave you 
not a momeijt’s repose : and you will per¬ 
form the part of odious oppressors, if you 
conquer; and of vile conspirators, if you 
are conquered.—That, since the com- 
; inencement of the Revolution, there has 
existed a very numerous party, hostile to 
every innovation the object of which was 
to reform uqr ndm nistrution and political 
IiTstitutions, is a fact quite obvious to the 
most cursory observer. It could hardly 
bp otherwise ; for there were among us 
too many people whSse importar)pe, and 
even existence depended upon old abuses, 

I not to be interested in their preservation. 
Hence have we seen them oppose with 
rage, or reject with contempt, every plan 
of reform, however useful and nece.ssary, 
that has been adopted by government or 
proposed by individuals. And, as the 
measures for delivering us from the French 
must go hand in hand with tliose which 
'have the establishment of liberty for 
their object, .(since you cannot expect 
great efforts from the people, without great 
privileges in returii), it unfortunately hap-, 
pened, that the eneraie.'s of good princi¬ 
ples werfe depreE.sed when fortune was fa¬ 
vourable In our arms; aDd,on the contrary, 
assumed importance when events were un¬ 
favourable: not becaq^e they rejoiv;ed in 
the successes of the enemy, hut because 
Such succejises discrodiied and %eakened 
the authoriiy of. men and maxims whosA 
^estraption {bey'sought. Deplorable situa¬ 
tion, cgrtainly, ^to which pride and- Jimbi- 


tion naturally lead, when they are JisJened , 
to’rathcr than reason and patriotism t We \,. 
have seen tbeiji form o hostile coHfedqjracy 
against all whom the Reiaojotion hasjpth- 
moned into employment,—pride tmih- 
selves on their oild siations^ and boast of 
iinving been official men under Charles IV. 
ldiot|l, as if they could suppose that the 
nation had forgotten that Charles IV. his 
ministers, his agents, and his whole sys¬ 
tem of government, were that which ^lad 
ruined it I—The installaiinn of the Cortes,, 
whicli they were unabje to prevent, and 
its first decrees, confounded these men- 
But they soon began totally ; and deter¬ 
mined to avail themselves of the first fa¬ 
vourable copiancture for dissolving the 
Congress, and putting a period !o liberty. 

—This crisis was approaching. The cam¬ 
paign of Estremadura, brilliant in iis com- 
niciK'ement, but trifling in its resulis,— 
the almost desperate situation of Catalonia, 
after the occupation of Tarragona and Fi- 
guoiias by the French,—Valencia already 
ihreatciic'cl,—nil seemed to prepare the 
mind for discontent, and smoothed tb^way 
for destroying that order of things, which 
appnrtnily neither promised felicity, nor 
insjifred confidence. Hence intrigues of 
every kind were set at work. Rumours 
du'siinec! to prepare the public mittd for 
insubordination and change, flew from 
Valencia to Cadiz, and from Cadiz to Va¬ 
lencia. In the forpicr place, it was assert¬ 
ed, that the French had taken the Isla by 
surprise,—that various Deputies were pri¬ 
soners,—Cadiz in fermentation, the Cortea 
dissolved, — the Government changed. 
Here, at first Vvitb a mysterious, air, and 
then witii mure confidence, Valencia wax 
represented as,tumultuous, and as risott 
against the Regent General: that the lat¬ 
ter had^died miserably in tlictumult: some 
said lltaihc had escaped the sedition, and 
fled (o Taiigieis; otliers, that he was con# 
cealcd in Cadiz. Such were the rcjrorts 
whose object Was to discredit that respect¬ 
able Functionary, who, since the Revolu¬ 
tion be|aii, has noi. cea^sed to perform 
eniirtciic aervicesHo the public Xiause, as a 
soldier aqjl us a citizeit. The Cortes, not- ' 
-withstanding their continued application 
I to thf discussion of the constitution, which 
is the same,thing as marching straight for¬ 
ward to the teriiiination of tbek function^, 
were represented as an assemblage of in¬ 
triguers aspiring to perpetuate iheir power, 
to arrogate all authority, and to divide all 
! offices among themselves. A resoluiion of 
the Couiiciiof Castile was talked ofi whic^ 
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wo<iI5 shew the Congreu its illegitini««ly. 
the iaisehood of ite principlest the in- 
josti^ end polii|c«I mischiefsi ojP its mea- 
saretf; in short, every thing presented % 
black and gloomy sspiect tn the friends of 
liberty, who were in a momentary dread 
of an explosion.—At this veiy time was 
pnblished in Alicaril, a manifesto^of the 
Ex-Regent Don Miguel de Lardizabal, 
which, when-denounced and publicly read 
in rtie Cortes, excited the indignation of 
all who beard it, and shewed Congress the 
danger in which ft was placed. That a 
few contemptible authors, as ignorant as 
obscure, might accumulate attacks upon 
the. eternal bases of social order, adopted 
and sanctioned by the Cortes,'and'pour 
forth reproaches and calumnies against 
their defenders, was not a thing to be won* 
dered atand their miserable efforts 
might justly be consigned to contempt and 
oblivion. But that a Statesman, an Ex* 
Regent, after having sworn to these laws, 
as the fundamental laws of the monarchy, 
—after declaring bis adherence to the es* 
tablislied order of things, shourd pc^Ush a 
libel for its subversion,—should deny the 
sovereignty of the nation, the legitiipacy 
of the Cortes, the authority of theirdecrees, 
—shquld profess his intention to restrain 
and destroy them, if *fae could depend 
upon the opinion of the people and the 
army,—should involve his former, col¬ 
leagues as accomplices in this base 
design,* and should represent the deputies 
as a dub qf Jacobin levellers, was an absur¬ 
dity so enormous, an attempt so scanda¬ 
lous, that it appears rather the frenzied 
act of a madman, than the crime of a res¬ 
ponsible being. But it is not possible, 
however much one would* wish it, to ac¬ 
count for the thing in this way: the coin¬ 
cidence of other circumstances shews that 
the manifesto was only part of a complete 
^lan, which, from want of co-opei^tion 
in the other parts prqduced an efirect con¬ 
trary to that which its author anticipated.— 
The Cortes, justly indignant at this soan- 
dalous conduct, and bound to defend public 
liberty thus attacked in its origm, ordered 
that the author should be arrested, his 
papers seized, and himself brought to* 
--^_r 

* Senor^ Escano, the only* one of the 
Ex-Regento now resident in Cadiz, took 
an immediate opportunity of warmly re¬ 
pelling the imputation, in a representation 
which he addressed to the Cortes, and 
which they ordered to be printed and cir¬ 
culated among ijhe people. 


Cadiz; A tribunal has since been formed 
for deciding upon the cause of jthe' Ex- 
Regent, that of soihe of the Members of 
the Council of Castile, and all the rami¬ 
fications connected therewith; and, if 
there has been a qpnspiraqy against the 
liberty of the co*ontry, their decision will 
in'form us who are its accomplices, and 
what punishment Aiey deserve.—What 
objeci,||iad they in view, who, under such 
calamitous circumstances, caloroinated our 
new institutions, and that national repre¬ 
sentation fronf which they flowed ? Surely 
it was a terrible moment in Whiqjh to raise 
the standard of division among us ! Suebet 
was advancing against Valencia;—Sachet, 
still more formidable as an intriguer than 
as a General. One would almost say, 
that these perfidious agitators acted by 
his directions, were not the imputation too 
horribje to be ascribed to Spaniards. We 
rather believe, that their conduct proceeds 
from an inflexible pride, from a boundless 
lust of power, from aversion to a constitu¬ 
tional government, from rage at losing an 
influence and preponderance''founded .on 
vicious institutions, and inveterate abuses. 
There were, doubtless, few who were per¬ 
sonally attached to Godoy, whose in¬ 
solence and vices disgusted even those on 
whom he conferred favours; but there 
were numbers partial to his arbitrary 
power, to his despotism, and to his dis¬ 
orderly and fatal ^stem of abuses. These 
men have always believed, and stHl aiFect 
to believe, that the revolution had no 
other object, but to pre.serve to them their 
influence, their honours, their employ¬ 
ments '■ they have always retSrded the 
tendency of our affairs towards a salutary 
and general reform. Enemies, perhaps, 
of the tyrant, but not qf tyranny, ihey are 
more easily capable qf coming to terms with 
Napoleon, than with t\ia friends qf liberty.— 
It will not cost them much. Of the prin¬ 
cipal instigators of these treasons, some, 
swore obedience at Bayonne to the usurper 
King; others did the same at Madrid; and 
a third set received commissions from the 
'intruder to calm the eflervescence of the 
peopje; the ieasC culpable among them let 
themselves be carried down the stmaffl 
without openly joining either the Frencii 
or the Spanish party. It is painfhl to 
descend to these Odious accusations; but 
they have compelled us to that step wbo 
jet no means of reproach aOd calumny 
pass that may to disexedit the firiendt 
of the people; and who, in order to pr^ 
judice The weak, have always upon 
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ipi the appellations of impkm dUorgmizm, 
md even ^ rebeb. Let them thank our 
noderation, that, in recording their trea- 
:bery,’ we do not also address them by 
.heir names; and let those who pretend to 
ae 80 zealous in detpnding the rights,ot' 
Ferdinand Til. that they tuould not leave a 
\ingle right to the ner^on,—let these hypo- 
Dritical pretenders to fidelity tell us, what 
they did with those rights at Bayonne and 
a Madrid, fvhen they sold them with so 
tniich facility to the tyrant who usur|)ed 
them ’.—There is no middle course : mr 
voliiical fevolvtion is not a game of puppets; 
it is the work of men and of Spaniards. 
The nation contemplates with anxiety 
those constitutional laws, which' are to 
become its hope and its consolation: Eu¬ 
rope views them with respectful admira¬ 
tion,—tlie French with terror. Who, 
then, are the rash men who would ^are to 
retard the progress and conclusion of these 
majestic labours ? If they are individuals, 
let pnnishment repress them; if public 
bodies, let them be dissdlved. Are we to 
seek for supporters of liberty and guardians 
of the nation, among its representatives, 
or among those, who, for twenty succes¬ 
sive years, abandoned it to the deplorable 
and shamrful voracity of Maria Louisa, and 
tf Godoy ?—There is no medium : we re¬ 
peat it The Cortes must either resolve 
io preserve the national liberty and 
dignity, together with their own institu¬ 
tion, or resign lhemselve.H to an untimely 
dissolution, by intqgue or by violence; 
thus bringingon themselves the Execration 
of Spaniai'd^, and the scorn of the whole 
world. * In fine, if the sovereignty of the 
people is a fundamental maxim, from the 
recognition of which flows both civil and 
political liberty ,-T-if the balance of powers, 
—if the equality of the laws,—if the be¬ 
nefits of a Constitution, are not the rajrings 
of heated brains,—then fit it is, that the 
senseless' men who conspire against its 
establishment should suffer tlie punishment 
due to their' audacity, and learn, that the 
Spanish nation does not drain its veins in 
the sanguinary contest with Buonaparte,’ 
in order to remain subject to the.caprice 
of four insolent Viziers. 


AMERICA?} STATES. 

Coarr of Inquiry, reialive to /Ac Rencontre 
between the President and Little telt.^ 
Sin, —I have just read it^ your last 
week’s Register (the f^eral sentiments 
t«d-luguag« of which I higbl^ approve) 
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an account of the Proceedings of a Court' 
of Inquiry, held at New York, relative 
to the affair Tietween the Little Bell and . 
the American Frigate President; I ’con¬ 
fess, however, that, by the same evi¬ 
dence, 1 am led to very opposite con- 
clusionsf and 1 hav^.- so high an opinion 
of y<fur perfect iparightness of inten¬ 
tion, and liberalitylor sentiment, that 1 
doubt not your readily giving this a place 
in your invaluable Paper, and moreftver 
that, should my exposition make that im¬ 
pression on yours, which your statement 
has on my mind, you will with equal 
readiness admit it.—In (he first place then. 
Sir, I am an old Soldier, and have seen 
and > heard many shots fired, both by sea 
and land; and though 1 am willing to 
admit the bare possibility, that men below, 
and employed, (though 1 must even then 
confine my meaning to men without ex¬ 
perience) might be so situated as, on the 
hearing of a gunynot immediately to know 
whether it proceeded from their own ship, 
or from one 70 or SO or 90 yards distant, 
still l,4iav% no hesitation in declaring my 
full convictiop of the utter impossimlity 
of jny ihan’s being on the quarter-deck, 
fore-castle, or gangways, or in any other 
part of a ship, above-board, and .of his 
not, of an absolute certainty, knowing from 
whence the first fire (particularly a single 
shot^ proceeded, more particularly under 
the circumstances of that extreme silence 
and attention which invariably accompa¬ 
nies the hailing of one ship 1^ another ; 
and more particularly still, when accom¬ 
panied by the nervous anticipation of an 
action. Sir, 1 lament that my own ex¬ 
perience has convinced me, and your nu¬ 
merous siaietfients and expositions have 
confirmed the fact, that there are men 
(aye, and 1 fear in bulk too) who will rob 
and plunder, and prosecute, and persecute, 
under false pretences, the innocent, the 
poor, and the needy > commit every 
breach of every law, human and divine, 
without fear, and without remor.se; why, 
then, should they not lie and swear ? And 
why iio( Americans, as well as those who 
now disgrace the once honourable name 
of Engliaimen ? It is a lamentable fact, 
Sii^ that where hopes of reward, and no 
fears of punishment exist, we must now 
look among men for circumstances, and 
not for oaths, in cpqfirmaiion of their 
Btatementa. Sir, it must be evident to 
every man of common understanding, that 
it will be pleasing to the American go- 
vetnraent to substantiate the fact of the 
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first shot haring been fired by the Lillie Sir,they have BotsncdBeiled.for asUconji 
Belt; they thereby remoye the onus (in the monly the case, falsehood sooner or iMer 
•yeff of the world )'fromtheiaowa shoulders takescaretodeVectiuelf; so in this instance 
toc^rs; and qiake their hostile mcjssu^s wefindsereralofthceyidencescontradict- 
(which Iverily believe it to be their real in- ing each other on their oaths; and u^ert 
terest to pursue),still more and more palata- though in situations where ignorance it 
'bletothe American people at large; for the manifestly impossible, syrearing that they 
American government. Sir, halh‘tV)V(lihe are ignorant, thereby evidently endei* 
some other governments) ceased (o regard vouring (weak men^ to salve over their 
the opinions of that very people, who have consciences, and trying hard to reconcile 
established their power, and on whose their interests and their feelingswith some- 
shoulders they are borne. And when T tliing'at least like the truth. Sir, all that 
consider the num^'ous indignities and op- can be said ,fur them is, that to a lesser 
pressioDs which have been exercised to- degree of wickedness, they add a much 
wards that peoplerat large, and towards the greater degree of weakness; but to the 
American seamen in particular, how can I proofs.—In the first place, Charles Lud- 
wonder that the first shot should havejbeen low, master commandant, and acting cap- 
fired by them; even supposing it not to .tain of the President (of coursp»rn expe- 
have been accidental ? or how can I expect rienced seaman) swears, that he docs not 
then® to swear again.st their strongest and tnow whether the first shot was fired from 
bitterest aniinosiiics, and equally again.st his own .ship, or from one 70, or 80, or BO 
their self-evident personal interests.^ There yards off!! Tilts at least will prove, that 
exists however in .some of the instances there is not at all times a.8ehsible jar felt at 
an evident and almost’ msurmoutiTable alt parts of a ship, from the firing of a sin- 
disiike to the thing itself, however palaia- gle gim; and you will observe. Sir, that 
ble, Jiowever gilded ; which os as it the chaplain who was on the qpartcr-deck, 
goes, docs honour to the individuals, and only wiagwicd ihejfirst shot to have pro¬ 
to the American natjon. In the first place ceeded from the Little Belt, because he 
then. Sir, it appears on tlitj face of the felt no jar in his own ship! Well done, oh 
proceedings, that they embrace only thou prince of quibbles! well done, oh 
every'deck officer, as well as captains of thou worthy brother of the gown! what, 
guns, ‘ now’ on board the President who thou on the quarter-deck couldst find no 
were present at the action. Sir, it cannot other cause of, suspicion, bu;. that thou 
be doubted, but that every man’s seuti- didst feel n-o jar on board thine own shi|f) 
ments were known long before the exa- what wast not thou directing thine eyes, 
minatioa took place; in all examinations and thine ears, and all thine attention to- 
of that sort, it is invariably so; and here, wards tlje ship thinb officer was hailing? 
cither all were prosecutors or all defen- Thou couldst hear the reply to the bail 
dants, an absurdity in all law ; here were of thy commodore, but thou cQuldst not; 
no cross examinations; but an evident see whence the flash, the sound (that dread- 
anxious desire, that there sihould not be fulsound, the cannons’roar) and the smoke 
the smallest variation in evidence; and proceeded! no, though several seconds 
the above quotation evidently implies intervened between th6 first solitary shot, 
that, some of the deck officers or captains and the second! oh, thou worthy brother 
of guns had been removed from the Pre- of a-quibbling brotherhood!!—John Orde 
sident subsequently to the action, and Creighton, the first lieutenant, stationed 
were not among those‘examined. In the on the upper-deck, who bad received in¬ 
face of the world, let me then ask. Sir, structions to' keep at half cot-'k, &c. &c. 
why is this? Is q.ot a rupture between the and who mus| of necessity have been 
two nations, which rosty involve the > vvaichful and attentive, and have partici- 
dearcst interests of both, worthy pf every paled in that silmt feeling cf anxietv, 
testimony, of every elucidation which can “which' must have pervaded the whole 
be given to it? and will it not subject,the crew; he also swears that be only beliefs 
American government to a so/ipicion at the first shot to have been fired from.tbe 
least,ofhavmg removed some conscientious Little Belt ! Had a reason he 

men out of tne way, thereby endeavour- probably would have said, because be bad 
ing to smother tbd fruth? and expressing since been^Id so; and which tyould have 
as well as though they had used words, b#en as good a reason at least as the re* 
the sort of evidence they desired, demand- verend Churchman’s !—'Thq qnestioD 
ed, and would reward. But even in this, askpd'b^ the Coonnodore of Captain 
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Caldwell of the'«ttfiiriQes, is also a strong 
fireni{n|>thp« eridence, that he also did not 
know« or indeed believe, that the' Little 
Belt had fired j “ what is that" !! an ex* 
ciamation evidently of ignorance, as well 
as sorfwue ; an explosion on board his 
own ship! What a shot fired without 
orders? well indeed might be exclaim 
» what is that ? !’* and Captain Caldwell 
also, may have answered with truth, she 
has fired at ^s; fur I doubt not it was re¬ 
turned, as quickly as the trigger could be 
pulled. Had flic shot been fired Rom the 
Little Belt, a ship the Commodore was 
hailing, and which at that moment en¬ 
gaged all his attention, he must have been 
an ass indeed, to have enquired of his 
Captain of marines *' what is that ? 
And this, if possible, receives additional 
confirmation from the evidence of Lieu¬ 
tenant John Orde Creighton, on that point, 
iwho swears that the or^rs to fire wci^e not 
given till they had received the Little 
Belt’s broadside! What then, did they 
{fire without orders? no doi^it they did, 
land the whole mystery is solved; for it 
appears by Ludlow’s swearing that the 
econd shot was from the President, 
then three and musquetry from the Belt, 
&c.; L. B. Maddison, Lieutenant of tna- 
iiies, swears to the same purport. Captain 
'aldwell ditto ditto. Jacob Mull, sailing 
naster, ditto. Joseph Smith, midshipman, 
liWO. How then, 1 hear it said, is this im- 
lortant point to lie settled ? I aiisvver, not 
>y the contradictory evidence ofinteresjed 
uti impassioned men. But by the uqerring 
»w of facts aqd circumstances; the evi- 
ence is qpntradiclory, and consequent- 
y militates against themselves; and that 
»iy which appears to have been extract- 
d inadvertently and which is contrary 
a their own avowed 'interests and wishes, 
SB be received as truth. Now for once, 
!t us admit as a fact, that the first shot 
'as fired from the President, and without 
rders; for what he dared to do, he (the 
ommodore) wguld have dared to justify; 
> short, he would not have so acted, with- 
utorders ; but let us picture to ourselves 
ship full of men, nine tenths of whom 
ad never seen a shot fired ; guns loaded, 
id though ordered on half cock, some of 
lem probably on full cock j for on board 
ir own ships of war, J have seen locks 
at would not stand at half cock, or in- 
at full either; and, is it likely, let me 
•b that an American frigate should be 
'tier ibund .(furnisked) than ouril ? Let 
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us farther picture to oarMlvM (whit it 
assuredly she fact) lhat *the ship was full 
of men, whom by our own acts we havi 
duven to detect us, and who must have 
felt much of that nervous irritatiim and 
trepidation, which accoifipuiies every 
parley preceding an action; let us fancy 
all thqso and which is undoubtedly true, 
and we may easily come to Ihe conclusion, 
that the first shot was very likely to have 
proceeded from the President, either by 
accident or individual^ design, without 
orders. That the second and third shots, 
and the whole broadside followed imme¬ 
diately from the Little Belt, is a natural. 
and necessary consequence, and daring 
those moments it is natural also, to con¬ 
clude, that the first impulse of the Com¬ 
modore was directed towards a prevention 
of a repetition of the shot fired by the 
President; and that not until the fire was 
so warmly returned, was the order given to 
fire ; here. Sir, is pn easy solution of the 
whole ailbir, and perfectly accords with 
such of the evidence as in the present 
case is admissible ; here I should close 
my obs(?rvations, considering them unan¬ 
swerable, did I not think it advisable by 
proving further falshoods, still further 
to invalidate the testimony before us. 
With reference to the hailing preceding 
the fire, Raymond H. Y. Perry, jun. 
lieutenant, and signal officer swears, 
that he was on the quarter deck, near the 
Commodore’s elbow, who hailed and got 
no reply ; that he bailed again, and got 
none. Andrew L. B. Maddison, lieu¬ 
tenant of marines, swears to the same ef¬ 
fect. Joseph Smith, midshipman and mas¬ 
ter-mate, ditto, ditto. Now again, Jacob 
Mull, sailing master, swears that bealso was 
on the quarter deck, heard the Com¬ 
modore hail, and that he got no answer but 
halloo! after sufficient time hailed again, 
but got no reply but a shot. Henry Den- ' 
nison, acting chaplain, swears, that he also 
was on the qaarter-de*ck, heard the liail, 
and ,the reply, tliough he does not say 
what repfy, (though others^swore he got 
none) then « hail Again, then a gun; but 
whether it .came from Heaven or Hell, he 
cannot tell.* Richard Carson, midship¬ 
man, stvears he was on the forecastle and 
gangways, generally a much more noisy 
situation than the quarter deck, heard the 
hail, and was answered by repeating bis 
own words. Thomas t?hmbie, second 
lieutenant, s wears, that he commanded the 
first division of guns, that Commodore 
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Rogers hailed " Ship a boy/’ was aoswlr- 
ied " halloo,” ashed •• what ship is iha«?-” 
revived his own words repealed in reply; 
liaifcd again "^what ship is that,” then a 
gun* from the Belt 1 Here we have a eft’*' 
cumstantial aijpoantof question and an¬ 
swer, though several of the evidences 
have sworn that no reply whatever was 
tnade, and alUiough they were in fh£ most 
eligible situations possible to hear ; and 
men who will swear to one falsehood will 
swear to one thousand ; and are only to 
be believed, as 1 have before observed, 
when their evidence is against themselves; 
4ind in these inspuices it is evident, that 
' *these persons, for the greater part, have 
been governed in their replies by no other 
considerations than the general tendency 
and importance of the questions, as they 
bore on the points they desired to esta¬ 
blish. But as many men have many 
minds, s» also have some of these gentle¬ 
men deemed certain points of sufficient 
importance to deny, •which others liave 
truly considered as of little or no import¬ 
ance to the question, and hqye therefore 
ermiited themselves to admit ;*';tnd thus 
ave they on their oaths contradicted each 
other; proving to the world, that their 
oaths are not worth three inches of an old 
tobacco-pipe ; and thus. Sir, may perjury 
and falsehood almost always (and always 
when a sufficient number of persons are 
concerned) be detected. The last record¬ 
ed hail is most likely the truth, because 
the words said to have been used, are those 
commonly used, on similar occasions; 1 
have purposely omitted drawing any con¬ 
clusion from the sizes of the respective ves¬ 
sels, neither our sailors or soldiers are 
much in the habit of calculating or reason¬ 
ing on any odds of thatsort; any inferences 
drawn therefrom would consequently be 
fallacious. I trust, however, that our gnvern- 
, ment still holds the fair character of this 
nation, of too much importance to 6e thus 
trifled with in the eyes of the world 
or to suffer "an official document of this 
sort to go abroad without a full <8011 tom- 
plete refutation; the .only ^ode to be 
pursued is obvious, and iet us hope our 
attempts thereto will be at leasl; as strong, 
and more consistent, than that before us. 
—I am, Sir, a friend to America, a friend 
to the /:onstitution of America; but a 
still greeter friend to truth, and your 
•bed lent servant and well-wishec, 

Nam , 11,1811. Ah Old Soldisb. 
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OFFICIAL EAPERS. 

Spain.—The Wab .—French (^ieial Netet 

from the Armies in- Spasa. 

Ciudad Rodrigo, Sept. SO, 181 i. 
Report of the Marshal Duke qf Ragusa, Com¬ 
mander in Chiqf of the Army qf Portugal, 
to his Uighneh tne Prince^ Wagram and 
’ Ncufchtttel, Major General. 

(Concludedyrom p. 576.) 

..I cannot, moreover, too much 

praise the Generals, Officersf and soldieri 
of the ^rmy. We should have followed 
tlie enemy tb the lines of Lisbon, where 
we should have been able to foi;p a junc¬ 
tion with the Army of the South, which, 
completely entire, has in its front only the 
division of General Hill, had the moment 
been come which is fixed for the catas¬ 
trophe of the English. 

(Signed) Marshal Duke of Ragusa. 

‘ Ciudad Rodr^o, Sept. 30, 1811. 
Report if Count Dorsenne, (JomnHmder in 
Chief qf the Army qf the North qf Spain, 
to the Prt^ce of IVagram, i;c. 

Monseigneur —As soon as I ivas in¬ 
formed that the English army had re- 
crossed the Tagus, and was approaching 
the Coa, I resolved on marching agains! 
the insurgent army of Gallicia, with the 
design of retaking Astorga, and driving 
back into the mountains these ill-organised 
corps. I had acquainted ‘the Mar^al 
Duke of Ragusa with my intended move¬ 
ment, that, should the English army march 
to *the assistance of that of Gallicia, die 
might take measures for following it; but 
the English army gave itsdlf no trouble tn 
support that of Gallicia, which teas beaten 
and dispersed. I retook Astorga, which 
was repaired and provisioned. I repaire 
to Salamanca ; I collected, thanks to thi 
activity and the talents of the Commissar} 
Vpland, whom I cannot too strongly k 
commend to the favour of his Majesty 
about 1,500 carriages laden with prorj 
sions for Ciudad Rodrigo. The Duke o 
Ragusa having communicated to me, tka 
he was coming with a part of his army ^ 
co-operate in the revictualling of Cludai 
Rodrigo, I di(f not think it necessafy > 
avail myself of the latitude which 
Highness gave me, to summon to roy 
the army of reserve; I contented lnyr®‘ 
with sending for*the division of Souham 
and leading in the cantonments marke| 
out by your Highness the ibi'ee other 
sions of that army-corps;—I joined tb 
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)uke of Ragusa at TamameB on the 22d. Highness an accoont of tha oiScers vi^h», 
ye entered Ciudad Rodrigo on the distinguished tbetnseHei. • I beg you to 

immediately , changed the' garrison, lay before hie Majesty, the zeal and a|^dpur 
imptied the hospitals, and provisioned the which animafe all my trpops. When he 
dace for a year.—The first object of my shall pronounce the moment arrived for 
novement was thus happily accomplished; commencing the grand ogerations for de« 
he second, which wa^'that of carrying the finitively dfi^ing the English from the 
Mttrerfched%amp of Fuente Guinaldo, has .Peninsula, his Majesty will find in ne ’ 
ilso been as speedily attained.—While army fhore zeal and devptedness. 

General Watier marcned with the cavalry • (Signed) The Count Dobssnns. 

>f the Army of the North upon Espeja, * . 

Sen. Montbran took to the left; ha came Abmyof Akracon. • 

ip with the enemy on the ridge of Bodon, Head-quarter^t Alcala de CMwr, * 

vnere he had a brilliant affair, in which Sept. 10, 1811. 

he_ eneipy was overthrown. We soon Monseicneur, —I have entered tita 
irrived at Fuente Guinaldo, where we province of Valencia: on the 14tbj my 
earned with astonishment that the English head quarters were at Beni Carlo; to^ay 
irmy had not yet collected its corps, tbey’are at Alcala de Chiver, with the view 
dad we been able to foresee that the Eng* of advancing on Murviedro, which the 
ish General would have been capable of enemy has fortified. The army is animated 
;ommitting such a blunder, we might have with the greatest ardour, 
aken a part of theEnglish army in partial Marshal Count Suchet. 

sombats; but our infantry was not to ir j m j 

:ome up till the night, and the ensuing Head-quarters at Mwwiedra, 

Jay, which was the 26th. I made my 30, 1811. 

irrangements for attack on the 27th; they Monseicneur,—I have already ac- 
^^■ould not, "however, be so secret, as to ybur Hiuhness that I had eiftered 

pass unobserved by the enemy: by ten the province of yalencia,andwa.smarch» 
in the evening the English General was in '"g upon Murviedro. I arri^ved on the 
Full reireat upon Alfayates. On the 27th 

Gen. Walter came up with, at Aldea del 26th, six companies of the dtviston 

Ponte, the rear-guard of the enemy, con- Hubert, and six others of the Italian divi- 
tistingof 15,0(X)infantry, and 3,000 horse. s|on advanced m front of the ramparts of 
with 14 pi^es of cannon. He charged ^h® fertress, and carried all the outworks, 
the English cavalry with audacity, broke enemy has in the forts 3,000 men and 
and put them to flight; while General * ® cannon; on the 29th the trenches were 
Thiebaut advanced rapidly on the roid of ^ have also invested Fort Oropesa. 

Alfayates, pouring upon theenemV in dis- assernblage of from 1,000 to 1»100 

order a terrible fire of' artillery.-Several P«»*f"‘s had collected on my right, at Val 
cavalry.tfliarges made us ma.sters of the Uxo; Colonel Milet of the 12l8t, 
whole plai n. At half past four General w’th 300 men of his 

Souhani joined Gen. Thiebaut with bis regiment and ‘50 cmrassiers; he routed 
grenadiers and voltigeurs; he made an '■hop completely, killed 400 of them, and 
attack on the village withthat vigourwhich the greater part of thetr orps. 
characterises him; the enemy made, an ^ Marshal Count Suchet. ^ 

obstinate resistance for half an hour; but * Canq) at Murviedro, Oct. I, 1811. 
at last the village was carried with the Monsiegneur,- Informed that General 

bayonet, and the enemy precipitated into Blake had advanced a part of his forces 
a ravine; soon after, this part of the Eng- upbn Iiiria and Segorbe, I ordered Gen. 
Iish*army was driven beyond the Coa. ^Palumbit\i to march against the division 
My army-corps lost in this affair 46 ^of Obispo, established at Setieja. Four 
hitleil and 120 wounded. The loss ofhundred defended the high-road, 

the English was considerable; the Eng- while three thousand infantry occupied the 
lish General Cole was severely wounded, heights to the right and left. . General 
—I Vas extremely satisfied with the zeal, Palombini’ordered a battalion of the 114tli 
•ctivity, and intelligence of General Rey- to charge the enemy on the left, while 
*>aud, Commandant at Ciudad Rodrigo; General Robert directed the attack on the 
he had organised that place in such a way right with the rest of his brigade. Col. 
as to make the most brilliant defence, had Schiazetti, at the head of the drqgoons 
bMn necessary.—I transmit your Napftleon, charged the enemy's cavalry, 

' * • 

. i 
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' and punued them to the bridge of Mas* 
Sana, the ifrhole division of Obispo was Si- 
semUed at this point. The dragoons took* 
post on the bridge, and preserved it in spi^e 
of the fire of' the enemy. Obispo was 
making every effort to surround them, 
when the arrival of the select companies 
of the 114lh and the Isl of the Vispilp ar¬ 
rested his movement; a getieral charge 
decided his route, and bis flight upon 
Lirie. The dragoons Napoleon entered 
Segorhe pell-mell with the enemy, sabreing 
all that oppose<l them; they pursued the 
enemy to within tivo leagues of the city, 
.f^pncral Balathier, who commanded the 
reserve, caused them to pursue the efieniy 
in good time on the road to Liria. Oi^ispu 
is in a state of complete route, and has 
lost 300 men, one colour, 90 horses, and 
a great many prisoners. 

Marshal Count Suchet. 

Abragon. 

The band of Pes.sodaro, a famous bri¬ 
gand, the Lieut, of Mina, had infested for 
a long time the Cincovilias and thj hanks 
of the Ebro ; the Adjutant Commitndant 
Priloque pursued them for several ilays 
without relaxation. On the 20th PcSso- 
duro escaped him in the Bardana ; but on 
the same evening that brigand baited in 
the village of Biota, with his 60 horsemen. 
Lieut. Poison, of the 14th squadron of ca¬ 
valry, got knowledge ofH; he took'iviih 
him two detachments of tiie9thaud 14ih 
aquadroRs, arrived at the village by bye- 
roads, surrounded it on all sides, took them 
onawaregi, killed them ail, and mortally 
wounded the ferocious Pessoduro himself; 
three gensd’arraes only were wounded ; 
twelve French prisoners were set at liberty. 


Portugal. The War.—G ciet/e Eztraor- 
1 dijiary, published 18 Nov. 1811 . 

A Dispatch, of wby:h the following is 
an extract, bar been received this morn¬ 
ing by the Marquis Wellesley freen 
Charles Stuart,,Esq. his Majesty's Minis¬ 
ter at Lisbon, dated Novt 2, IK FI. 

The movement of General Gerard on 
Caceres induced General Hill tb break up 
from Portalegre on the 22d alt. > He 
ivsmhed Albuquerque on the 24th. and oa 
the 20th bis head-quarters were at Malpar- 
tida. General Gerjrd havingfalten back 
from Caceres on this day to Torremaefaa, 


was endeavouring to ^n Mcrida, whe( 
Gen. Hill came up with, and surprised bin 
at Atroyd do$ Molinos, on the morfting o 
the 28th. One column of the preneb bet 
proceeded on the road to Merida befori 
the commepcement of the action, ant 
allbough pursuedi, vfill prohaVIy be en¬ 
abled to cross the Guadiana, before the 
arrival of our troops.-A.Qeneral Gerard wa 
badly wounded, and escaped to the moun 
tains with about three hundred men 
followed by the ^anish corps undei 
General Murillo. Two hundred FrencI 
Were killed, and one thousand taken, in 
eluding Generals Bron and th& Pritici 
d’Arciiiberg, two Colonels, and forty 01111 
cers, with all their artillery and baggage 

Downing-slrett, Nov. 18. Diipatchrs, o. 
which the following are ertraHs, have been Un. 
dap received at Lord Liverpool’s Office, ad 
dressed, to his Lordship by Gen. Viseoitn 
Wellington, dated Freneda, 41$ and 30th 
Ort. I8|l. Fieneda, Oct. 2$. 

The enterprize of Don Julian Sanchez 
to carry off the cattle from Ciudac 
Rodrigo, adverted to in my last dispatch 
was Very well conducted and very success 
fill. During the night of the 14th, he 
posted his troops near the places at which 
he had been informed that the cattle from 
the garrison were usually brought to graze 
fn the morning, and he expected that they 
would come to the ground on the lyft banS 
of the Agurda, between the bills on the 
El Bodun ru'ad and the fort; and h^ 
placed two dotacbmehts of cavalry behind 
these bills. Tiie Governor, General Reg- 
nauid, had come out of the fort acd across 
the Agueda, attended by some Staff Offi¬ 
cers, and escorted by a party of about 
twenty cavalry : he was surrounded by 
Don Julian’s detachments as soon as he 
entered the hills, and was taken with two 
of his escort under the fire of the guns oi 
the place. The remainder of llie escort 
escaped; one of the officers attending the 
Governor was wounded.—Shortly after¬ 
wards, Don Jqlian’s detachments on .the 
right of the Agueda, drove off the greatest 
number of the cattle which bad.been sent 
to graie under the guns of the fort, on that 
side of the river.—The enemy’s troops in 
front of this army have made no move¬ 
ments of importance since I addressed 
your Lordi^ip last. 

(To be continued.) . 


____ * • - ■ , ^ 

l*aabshed Iqr K. BXOSHAW, Brydfes-Htraet, Covont • Sanfew:—Sold atw by 3. BUDl), Pklt-linh* 

UIBDCUI s—MaiaA by T« C.,«uuM, r rt W»« i—a li-Couft. tlwHtrW. ' , 









C75] POLITICAL REGISTER— Cai^^ics. [67C 

more than another, and dfaVtng out, the UcompVain of any former decision*, let u» 

" !^alne measure of justice to the Peer and . see whither it would lead iis. The Seven 
« the peasatn. afford tquul protection to ad. Bishops ■were acquitted, their acquittal sva* 

" This cdnviciion tee did not waift; but we the cause of great rejoicing; but, did it 
" are.’glhd that ihe®veil of delusion with «lraw from the nation an acknowledgment^ 
which the Reformers wished to blind the that all former decisions were just ? Did it 
** eyes of ihe people, has been thus removed, make men acquiesce in the sentences upon 
and that they now sec they need not Russell and Sidney^ Because‘ar. jury.ac- 
** apply to Conventions nor lo sell'Cresieid quitted the Seven Bishops, did the nation 
" Parliaments, unless their object be to say, or did any one fever say, that th# 

•' df'.troy-, instead of preirn-oj? those Laws juries who sent Russell and Sidney to th» 
••and tfiiit Trial hj^ Jury, which are now block were not packed and perjured? 

" the suhjpcis of iheir iriumpli and their And, again, did the acquittal of the Seven 

‘" exuliation.”-Tlil^ is a poor misera- Bislicfps shut men’s mouths cither as to 

ble piece of sophistry and falsliood. In the past or the, future ? Did it prevent the 
llipsirst place, it is false that the 6Wio/w people’s alarm for their liberties ? Did it 
or the R("/br/;/ers ever complained, that the prevent the •• Glorious Revolution,’* which 
constitution did not allord adequate protec- followed soon after, and which seated the 
tiori. They have, on the contrary, always present family upon the throne to the ex- 

said, that it did allord them anqile prolec- elusion of the lineal heirs ?-As to Ire- 

tion ; but, t!if;y have said, that the ton.sti- land, I ani not able to speak of the past, 
tution had not fair play ; tiiey have said. All the whippings and transportings and 

that they were deprived of its benefits. - hangings' and shootings that have taken 

And, as to the packinj; of juries, vi'hat was place in that unhappy country, during 
predicted about this, might, for aught I the last twenty years, may. for aught I 
know, have no foundation. It might have know, have been conformable to law; 
been, foi* any thing thatto the/:on- but, the acquittal of Dr. Sheridan does 
trary, what is here called a calumny, not prove this. It prove* nothing at all 

But, thi.s acquittal does by no meansprope relating to the matter.-It is perfectly 

that it was wholly without foundation, notorious, that the juries of Russell and 
'I'iie jury, were good men; but, that is no Sidney and a great many other innocent 
proof that it was not intended to have them men were packed; it is as notorious that 
a packed set. Tlifre is, indeed, ho proof the Sheriff who packed them was chosen 
neither that it wns intended to pack then;; by the court for the express purpose of 
but, there i.s no proof that it was not so iiS selecting juries to answer the purposes of** 
tended. Indeed there is no positive proof that corrupt and tyrannical court; it is 
one way or the other; and the fact must, also notorious, that their decisions and the . 
as in all similar cases, be left to be gather- sentences grounded upon them have sines 
ed from the chain of circumstances, which been declared infamous, and that repara- 
the proceedings present to the reader, and tion has been done to the descendants of 
upon which circumstances I do not think the sufferers. But, according to this venal 
proper to oiler any opinion.——The idea man’s mode of reasoning, those decisions 
here is, that, because an acquittal of a and sentences ought to have been con- 
man, accu.sed by the Attorney General, sidered as just the moment a subsequent 
has taken place, there can have been no jury was forced to bring in a just verdict, 
grodtid rvhatever to complain of any pro- and thus the joy which the people ex- 
8ecutioii.softhi.s sort, eithpr before or now. pressed at the acquittal of the Seven 
In answer to whicl), I have first to observe. Bishops was to be construed into a mark 
- that the innocence of Dr. Sheridan hitvingi of public approbation of all the numerou* 
been proved by his acquittal, .surely he legal murders before committed. If this 
may complain of the heavy expebce to ttfi iter will look back into history, he will 
which he has been exposed and which he find, that the acquittal of the Seven Bishops 
has incurred in consequence of a*ground- had no such efiect. On the contrary, it 
less charge pushed on agamst him at the made the people more watchful over their 
public expence; and, sure^, here is also remaining liberties,and gave them courage 
some ground of complaint fur the public, to endeavour to regain those that the ty- 

-Bnt> if we were to adopt the reason- rannical bigqt had wrenched from them, 

ing of ibis venal writer, and to conclude, in which endeavour they at last succeeded, 
(hat, because one acquittal has taken ——^The acquittal of Dr. Sheridan must, 
place, there can have been no ground to therefore^ rest upon its own bpUoov and 
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so muit the general conduct of the courts*1 
end the government in Ireland. This 
acquittal has nothing to do with the past, 
and it may possibly have no effect as to 

.the future.-1 do not know whether it) 

be too much to expect, but one must wish 
at any rate, that this acquittal and the 
demunstmtlons of public feeling that jit 
has drawn forth may tend to produce 
those measures of ’conciliation, that I have 
so Ions' heeri anxious to see »<!opted with 
regard to Ireland ; for, when I speak¬ 
ing of the. Irish Lmhulics, I cannot get rid 
of the idea, ( hat 1 am speaking of the’/n>A 
Nation. What joy it must be to Napoleon 
tosee IreLoulthosdisiurhefl! Of all things 
in the world it is that which must please 
him the ocHt. Ir the Catholics were to he 
silenced hy these prosecutions, or by any 
Other means, that silence would, in the 
mind ol no ranonal man, l)e a mark of 
contentment and harmoiiv; apil it is 
harmony, it is that tins kingdom 

now stands in need of. 


Spain — Battk Sagmtum. [675 

This mode of representing the matter is 
not fair; for, though General Hill c#r- 
tainly acted under the orders generally 
of his Contmander in Chief, a gdbd deal, 
as to this particular dhse, must ifttve de¬ 
pended upon himself; and, if he \iwIfaUed, 
would there have been” no blame imputed 
to him ? Would the whole of the blame 
have been imputed to the Commander in 
Chief? Has this been the case upon/ormer 

occasions I- -As to a campaign upon the 

tuliole it is certain, that whatever ssuccees 
attends it the Commander in Chief is to 
be praised for ; btfi, if he is to have the * 
praise due to successes like that of Geperal 
Mill, his eulogists will be so good •mto 
hear in mind, that they expose him, on 
the other side ; and yet, they would not, 

I imagine, be very ready to blame him 
for the escape of flrennier from Almeida. 
Ju.stice, however, clearly demands this, if 
they insist upon ascribing to him, in so 
(>xcli)si\e a manner, the merit of this af¬ 
fair of General Hill. . 


General Hill. -Tim nfriir, in which 

this (ieneral h is been engaged, and of 
which an account was eiven in my last 
Number, appears to have been a very 
brilliant one. Here we have n proof of real 
victory. Here are a thousand prisoners ac¬ 
tually taken, inclu.ling many oflicers, and 
some of high rank. This is unequivocal 
^success. • What might be the circum¬ 
stance I know not; what might be the 
advantages General Hill had and what the 
disadvantages of ity; enemy I cannAt tell ; 
but, upon the face of the thing‘as it now 
lies beforeos, tills gentleman has shown a 
great deal of the cliaracter of an able ge¬ 
neral.-Yet, very little ha.sbeen said in 

his praise by the venal prints. They 
seem to think v^ry little of a thousand 
prisoners taken from the French upon this 
occasion. When were there, however, a 
thousand taken by ns before ? And this 
was achieved, loo, with so little loss. We 
have bad a long war in the Peninsula and 
have won a great many victories; but, 
does the reader recoUect*any other victory 
which was attended w ith the capture <5f k 
thousand of the enemjf ?——The ^ornln^ 
Post and the Courier have taken a great 
deal of pains to instill into the minds of 
tlfeir readers, that this movement of Gene¬ 
ral Hill was planned by Lord Wellington,! 
and thus the former is, b^them, repr*- 
sented as little more than the mere jpxe- 
cuter of the thing; the mere agent, as the 
•ubsket is in the hands of the soldier.—•— I 

i 


I Spain.-Battle of Sacuntum.— 

1 The J'rch'jh official account of this battle 
i vvill be insetted in next week’s Rt gister. 
Here we have the detail of another 
real victory, and such a one as our allies 
will find it (liflicult, I believe, to repair the 
loss of. The result of a battle is what we 
are to judge by ; and here we see 7,211 
prisoners taken and sent off to F'rance, and 
we a).so see a celebrated fortress fall im¬ 
mediately afterw'ards. ‘This is victory . 

The account of the siege of the fortress i$ 
very' interesting. It shows, in a striking 
manner, what French engineers, with 
French troops under them, are capable of 
performing; and, it has awakened in my 
mind a thought, which had not before |)rc- 
senteJ itself; namely, the possibility of a 
siege of Gibraltar succeeding in the same 
hands. That it will be attempted I have no 
dhubt; and, though I cannot know ttoW 
difficult the undertaking might be, having 
never seen the place, I know that (here are 
rveryj few difficulties that such besiegers 
would not, in the pm^uit of such an ob¬ 
ject, overcome. For this, therefore, the 
nationeought to be prepared. Not that I 
look upon Gibraltar as of much real value 
to’England ; but, it has a great imaginary 
value. "It is a possession of honour; but. 
this circumstance would be only a motive 
the more for the French to endeavour to 
pul ins out of it. If ftlapoleim Aould sub¬ 
due the rest of Spain, it is not to be sup¬ 
posed, that ha wiU «Far make la peace. 
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kaving this proud fortren in onr handt. 
\Ve must, therefore, make up our minds to 
coRfznue the war for it, as we 6^an it for 
Maka; or we must^I think, mike up our 
minds to give it up in the arrangements pf 
a peace ; that is to ^y, if Napoleon should 
finally subdue the rest of Spain.—<-I throw 
out this to the public here, in order that 
it may be thought of and talked of and fhkt 
I may hear the opinions of others upon the 
subject. It is, as appears to me, an ex- 
c^edin^y great folly for us to cling to 
,ojd prijudices. Europe has all been 
changed ; there is a new distribution of 
dominions and power,,and a new distribu- 
tiof^/f commerce is fast taking place. We 
cannot expect to remain unaffected by this 
change; and, we ought, in our views as to 
peace, to dismiss all old prejudices, and to 
consider merely what is likely to redound 
most to our own safety and our own hap¬ 
piness.-^To return to Marshal Suchet, 

tlie venal prints, by way of commentary 
upon the -battle of Saguntufn, tell us, that 
the m-dii who won it was formerly aiiarber. 
These are very malignant and bj^se men, 
but still is their great chatacterfstic. 
For, what is the tendency of statements of 
this sort ? Why, to exalt the character of 
that nation, whom it is their wish to decry. 
They put)lish the account of the battle ; 
they caimotcontradict that account; they 
are compelled to become the vehicles of 
the facts, that the fruit of this battle have 
been the fall of Saguntum and the taking 
of 7,211 prisoners of war. And, then 
comes the observation which th^ suggest 
to the reader, that this achievement has 
been performed by a French Barber! If, 
then, the reader might say, French Barbers 
can do things like this, what a nation must 
the French be! And, again, if the Spa¬ 
niards, with their best generals and best 
army, and strongest fortress, and with most 
gallgnt fighting, were beaten by a French 
Barber, what chance have they of final 
success —This puts 'one in mind of 

Mallet du Pan and the " Pripter's Boy 
" of Limosin,” who was opposed ttf the" 
Duke of York in Holland. iDoes t|te sen¬ 
sible reader not perceive how all attempts 
of this sort have a contrary effect ‘io that 
of. degrading the French nation and t^ir 
officers? Why, there are, after all, more 
, Barbers and Printers Boys than there are 
noblemen (though'these latter are become 
pretty abiyidant of late years in this coun¬ 
try.) ; aPd, who can fail to see, that the im¬ 
pression, produced by these attempts at 
ffvgradatioa isan impression, in the minds 


*of men in general, ha favouf of the enemy f 

I . - T hen, again, what a conclusion do 

these attempts point to with regard to tho 
French Revolution; and, of course, to re- 
*voIutions ill general ? Before that e^ent,. 
we heard of no' Barbert becoming great 
Generals. The Marshals of France, whom 
w/! used to see beateh, and whom ^we KSed 
sometimes to beat, were all of the high nobi¬ 
lity. Of all the animals, fwo-legged or four¬ 
legged, exhibited upon our stage, a French 
Barber was the most contemptible. He 
was always the most ridiculous, puny, 
cowardly, and ifospicable thing that the, 
author could imagine and that the mftnager 
could dress up. This was the idea we 
formerly had of Frenchmen in general, but 
especially of French barbers. What a 
wonder-working thing then, must this Re- 
I volution have been! What a change it 
has produced in the character of that na¬ 
tion ! France has suffered much ; but, 
was it not worth some suffering to effect a 
change like this !-These are the re¬ 

flections, which the silly attempts above- 
mentioned arc calculated to give rise to. 
It is obvious enough that such must be the 
effect of them ; but the writers, of whom 
I am speaking, do not take time to look 
at ultimate effects. They are actuated by 
a desire to degrade the character of the 
men of whom they are writing ; and do 
not perceive, that they do, in fact, pro¬ 
nounce not only the eulogium'of these. 
men, but also of their nation and of 
their revolution. This revolution it is 
to which a wise statesman will con¬ 
stantly look. He will examine well ipto 
the causes and the effects of h ; and, he 
will find amongst the latter the ti^uraph 
of talent and courage oyer birth. He will 
cast his eye over Europe; he will see 
that dominion and power have changed 
m|isters; he will see a total subver¬ 
sion pf almost every establishment that 
before existed; he will see new sove¬ 
reigns, new codes of laws, new con¬ 
nections of commerce. And, he will 
see, that all this has been accomplished 
by men emerging from the lowest walks 
in fife, some of whom were at the plough 
and some upon the shop-board,, when the 
sound of liberty was first heard in France. 
And, with these facts before his eyes, he 
will not be inclined to affect to feel coh- 
tempt towards -j great general because he 
was once a barber; but, on the contrary^ 
he will endeavour to draw forth frotn obscu¬ 
rity the tala nts and virtues of the barbers in 
bis own ,country; that is to bay, he 
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iviH avail hijnielf of talent and vir4ae, find 
itwbere hemay.eitherinhigh life or inlow, 
nndite will take care not to encourage pub'^ 
‘lications like those upon which I have here 
been observing; for he will perceive, that 
th^ preach up revt)lu|ion in the tnost*per- 
auasive language. When a barber is told 
that, before the revolution, Count Suchet 
wasabarber; when a labourer is told, that, 
before the revolution, the Prince of Ess- 
iiNG was a labourer; when ihe 'farmer is 
told, that, before the revpiution, the •Duke 
OF Treviso was a farmer; when the 
drummer is told, that, before the revolu¬ 
tion, the Duke of Belluno was a drum¬ 
mer; when the printer’s boy is told, that, 
before the revolution. Marshal Brune 
(I forget his title) was a printer’s boy ; 
when the post-boy is told, that, before the 
revolution. General Drouet was a post¬ 
boy ; when the people in general are told, 
that, before the revolution, the now King 
OF Naples was living in an ale-house 
kept by his father, and that the Emperor 
himself i^ the son of “ a Little Attorney,” 
When these things are told to the people, 
what must naturally he the effect upon 
their minds; and what but the grossest 
folly could induce those, who wish to pre¬ 
serve the. present establishments, to tel! 
the people these things ? Will the barbers 
and the ]|^bourers and the fanners and the 
* drumpiers and the printer’s boys and the 
post-boys and publican’s and attorney’s 
sons think the^ worse of the French revo¬ 
lution for being toTd this? Air! will they 
be the mpre likely to set their faces 
againat any thing tending to a revolution 

in England ? -1 leave these questions 

to be answered by the wise men whose 
publications have called them forth. 

Nottingham Riots. -These riots ap-- 

pear to be still going on. The'rioters 
continue to enter houses and to demolish 
the machiiaes, which they look upon as the 
cause of their want of employment. They 
hpve, however, committed, it seems, seve¬ 
ral other acts, such as setting firx: to ricks 
and houses. It is a-vad sight to behold, 
and the more so on account of tfie seasSn 
of the year and the high price of bread, 
Mpeciaily if we consider the several cir* 
cumstances that seem to concur for the 
peeping up of that price.-r—-These riots 
in Nottinghainshire, if they are very ^mis¬ 
chievous, as .they are, in many respeefts, 
might stilj' Be useful in one *way, if our 
writera would but make this dbe of them: 
1 metn, if they would, for a monoenL sup- 
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pose such riots to exist in Normandy, or 
any other* province of France, or in any 
part of Holland; and tell us, vi^iat they 
would augur therefrom as to the disposi¬ 
tion of the subjects of •Napoleon in gene¬ 
ral. Would they not publish “ secon^ji 
'' editions/.* in order not to lose a moment 
in conveying the glad tidings to this most 
thinking people ? Would they not predict 
a counter-revolution, the fall of»Buona- 
parte, and the re|toration of the Bour¬ 
bons ? Yet, there* would be no more* 
truth in that than there would be in the 
F'rench now predicting the fall Bf-tly^o- 
vernment from the riots at Nottingham. 
This ought to teach these writer.s some 
degree of caution : it ought to operate as 
some little check to those sanguine con¬ 
clusions which they are so ready to draw 
from every little brawl they hear of ujjon 
the continent.-The riot.s have un¬ 

doubtedly arijen from the diminution in 
the demand for the articles upon which 
the people at Nottingham worked ; and, 
as this ^yninution has arisen from the in- 
teiuicts of Napoleon, he may very 
fairly be accused of being the instigator, 
ftie prime mover and cause of the riots. 
That he ought to be punished for this 
there can be no doubt; but, alas! he U 
beyond the reach of a prosecution! We 
must, therefore, do as well as we can, not 
being able to do what we would. He 
prevents the nations of Europe from wear¬ 
ing our stockings and cutting their meat 
with our knives ; but our government pre¬ 
vents us from drinking his wine and eat¬ 
ing his oil. We dare not say, that our' 
government does wrong ; and, really, we 
may full as well hold our tongues about 
Napoleon. He has his commercial sys¬ 
tem and we have ours. We do him ail 
the mischief that we can, and be is by no 
means backward in t he way of retaliation. 
——One measure that may be adopted, 
as connected with the oause of these riots, 

• is tl^e putting of a stop to the use of grain 
in the Distilleries, andithisis, 1 suppose, to 
be ddne ; but, if the Americans should 
lay an embargo, and thereby prevent the 
exportation of food to Spain and Portugal, 
the stoppage of the Distilleries will not 
answer* much purpose; or, at least, it 
will not keep down the price of corn. 
'I'his Embargo, if continued for any, 
length of time, would be a measure of 
the most fatal tendency i'' crisis of 
our affairs. It would compel viS to send 
food out of England and Ireland to Cadiz, 
*and Lisbon, and to many parts of the pen- 
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insula. Our armies must be fed from*} 
home, histead of being fed from America 
as they now are;*'and the West India 

islands also must be fed from home.- 

What would I ddj then, to prerent this 
jembargo? The means are always at^and. 
Come to an arrangement with Amerrc? ; 
repeal those Orders in Council of which 
she complains, and which were to be re- 
pealed'upon the revocation of the Berlin 
and Milati Decrees., I see no obstacle to 
"this. We have beeiV trying this war of 
the ,custom -house for some years, and we 
fiR'',.not only that it?s productive of great 
present distress, but that it is likely to 
transfer perraanenily a considerable part 
of our inanul'artures and commerce to 
other countries. Since, then, it has not 
succeeded, w hy not abandon it ? We see 
Buonaparte abandon many of the inodes 
of warfare that he tries. It is the part of 
wisdom to cliangc a path that is wronj f 'r 
a path that is r.ight. Wiio that finds him¬ 
self in a wrong path does not act thus ? 
And, as to the sit/ime, what shame /'an /here 
be in doing that w hich is for our owfi good 
and for the injury of nobody?-Ano¬ 

ther reason for coming to a speedy ar¬ 
rangement with- America, is, that the 
longer we delay it, the harder will be her 
terms. She becomes every day more and 
more independent of us, and she ev(;ry 
day has a stronger ally in 'he growing 
fleets of Napoleon, and, indeed, in his 
armies. Every victory that France gains in 
the Peninsula tends to raise the demands of 
America upon us. In short, w'hile we 
are in this slate with her, every thing that 
injures us is for her good; and, as the 
distress of our armies for want of food 
would be greatly injurious to us, she wdll, 
ill all probability, do whatever she can to 
produce that distress.——It is useless for 
us Yo rail at the President and the Cdh- 
jgress, and excuse thenv of partiality for 
France: they hare just as good a right to 
accuse us of partiality for Ferdinand. Wv 
cannot prevent their laying an embargo. 
They will do what they please fn their 
own country, at any rate. We have the 
power to do at sea what we please, and 
we do not please to let them trade wY'th 
the dominions of France. And, if they 
do not please to let their corn and meat 
go to Spain and Portugal, why, then, each 
party does his pleasure ; and there is no 
more to be said about the matter. 

HonsG-wHippiNc.—And what can horse¬ 
whipping have to do with Politics f th'e 
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reader may ask. Very little, and especi¬ 
ally the horse whipping below, recorded ; 
ebut, the article which I have here to in-, 
sert from the Star Newspaper of lhe'2l8t 
instant contains matter well worthy of 
pubfic attention* Aft^r inserting it I will 
oter some remarks on it, which will, I 
think, show, that the silYijeci is one of a 
really public and important nature.— 
“ Remarkable Case. —Relating to an as- 
“ sauh, tried at the Assizes at Winchester 
"in 1810, Mr. Paddon, an Attorney at 
" Fareham, Plaintdf, and Mr. Denmark, 
" Surgeon of his Majesty’s ship ban Josef, 
“ Defendant.—A poor woman, wife to a 
“ marine on board the San Josef, lying at 
“ Spi'lieui ill July 181)!). having travelled 
"from Devonsloie with two young chil- 
" (treii to .'•ee lier husband, had the mis- 
" fortune,to tiave one of them taken ill 
" wito the small pox, shortly after going 
" on board. She was, of course, in order to 
" prevent the communication of infection 
" among the ship’s l ompany, ordered on 
“ shore, aoumg strant;eis, withoex money, 
" without friends, and carrying contagion 
“ in liei arms. A small subscription was 
" instantly inaile at the ward-room table 
" for her; and it occurred to Mr. Den- 
" mark, thai he might be able to gain her 
" admittance into a house entirely adapt- 
" cd for the iece|>iion of small pox pa- 
" tients, in the parish of Titchfield (to 
" which he belonged,.and vvhich was si- 
" tuated about seven, mUes distance), 
" through the medium of a MRS. BRETT, 
“ of that place, of whose humanity he had 
" a high opinion. To eflect this humane 
" purpose, bte wrote her the following 
" letter, via.:—" His Mojestys ship San 
" " Josrf,July 22, 1809.—My Dear Madam 
•• " —In the first place, give me leave to 
" " enquire particularly after your valu- 
" " aBle health, and, in the next place, to 
" " recommend to your benevolent atten- 
" " tion a poor woman, whose child has 
" " been taken ill of the small pox, on 
" " board this ship. We cannot, with- 
" " out endangering the ship’s company, 
" " keep her on bdard, and her being a 
" perfect stranger, with no friends at 
" " Portsmouth, will obviate her being 
" “ received at lodgings. I have, there- 
" " fore, my dear Madam, most earnestly 
" " to entreaivyou will use your beneficent 
" "^influence to get her into the Pest- 
house. „ In this you wilj particularly 
" " oblige one who must ever Itold rou’in 
" « the hi|hest estimation. .Believe me, 
" " My* dear Madam, ever truly,—Your 
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*• « obedient humble servant, — Alex-i 
“ « ANDER Denmark.—P, S. Tbc object 
*•" of your attention is a inariiieV 
*“" wife, who has travelled from P|y- 
“ " mouth/'—This lady advised with the 
" parish clerk, l>ogfr Gough, whb in 
“ his turn recommended thp opinion of %n 
" attorney to be talsen on the poor woman’s 
case ! Accordingly Joseph Paddon, an 
" attorney at Fareham, upon the sole au- 
“ ihority of this parish clerk, Wrote Mr. 
" Denmark the followit^ letter, vb. ; — 
•••• Fareham, July 25, 1809.—Sir,—The 
“ “ church wardens and overseers of Titch- 
" " field have directed me, on behalf of 
“ themselves and the rest of the inhabi* 
“ " tants, to sue you in an action-at-iaw, 
“ " or prosecute you by indictment, as coun< 
" “ sel shall advise, for the most unwar- 
" " rantahle, illegal, and INDECENT act 
" “ they have ever had occasion' to seek a 
" " remedy at law for. You have sent 
“ " into the parish a family afflicted with 
“ '* the small pox, not having the least 
“ " clairp to relief there; and that too, 
" " in a manner which gives the highest 
" " offence to the lady, upon whose know- 
“ *' ledge of you in your profession, you 
•'"presume to ask assistance of in this 
*• » ABOMINABLE TRANSACTION. 

" " Your letter to her is before me. You 
" " state^that it would endanger the ship’s 
“ " company to keep the family on board. 

" " Pray are not the lives of the inhabitants 
" " of Titchfi^d as valuable as tho^eof the 
" “ ship’s coMpariy ? And is/iot the life 
“ “ of Mr, Anderson, who has never yet 
••" hsj^ the small pox, but who was ne- 
" " cessarily the person to receive this 
•‘ "pestilential consignment from you, of 
•• •• equal value with that of any indivi- 
•• " dual on bodrd the San Josef? You 
*' " have caused the greatest distress in the 
" " parish of Titchfield, and must •answer 
•• " for the consequences. At present I can 
*' “ only demand of you a recompence for 
" •• the injury which the parish as a body 
« " sustains. And I am directed to call 
•• •• upon you for your undertaking in 
*• " writing to defray *11 the expences 
" " which the parish may incur in conse* 
•• " quence of your " benevolent attention lo 
a poor woman, who must ever hold you in 
•• •• the highest estimatum.” Your imme- 
" diate determination will determine the 
•• •• parish, in whose brhall* I am. Sir,— 
** " Your very obedient humble servant, 
"?*J. Paddon.”—M r. Deimlark, on the 
receipt of the above letter,* waited on 
** tbe> parisfi officers, who (tssufed him 


» 

“ that, instead of hkring authorijied the 
" above 4)Osepd) Paddon to writ* to him 
“ such a letter about* the afflicted family 
'• which he had sent into the parish, they 
did not so much-as know of thecircum* 
" stance of the family being in the parish, 
‘‘except a Mr. Fry, one of the overseers, 
" and even he liad not authorized the writ- 
" ing of such a letter as was sent by Pad* 
'• don. Upon receiving this infucmation, 
" Mr. Denmark repaired to Fareham, the 
“ place of the residence of Paddon, and* 
“ finding the latter not in a humour to 
" retract any of the expressions hd had 
•' used, he, in the language of th^Taw, 
'• committed an assault upon his body; 
•• or, in plain English, HORSEWHIPPED 
“ HIM, The consequenee was, a prose- 
" cution on the part of Paddon ; and, as 
" might be expected, a conviction at the 
" assizes at Winchester in 1810. On the 
" 14th instant^ Mr. Denmark was brought 
" up to the Court of King’s Be’/ich to re- 
" ceive judgment, when he gave in afJi.da- 
•' vUs, slating that he had been galled on 
“ tt) pay,*and had paid the parish officers, 

“ for the expences of the poor woman and 
'• her children while in the pest-house of 
" Titchfield ! that he had been put to 
“ very heavy expences in preparing for a 
“ trial at the Ouarter Sessions at Win- 
" Chester in 1809 ; that he had incurved 
"*more than seventy pounds in law ex- 
" pences previous to June 1810 (not know- 
“ ing how much he had incurred since,) 

“ and that he had now been coiiipeJIcd to 
" leave his ship, and to travel expressly 
“ from Plymouth lo London, and to re- 
“ main here many days, while bis family 
“ were in the greatest anxiety on his ac- 
“ count. His Counsel presented several 
“ other affidavits, particularly one from 
“ SirCharles Colton, Commander in Chief 
‘',of the Channel Fleet, strongly expres* 
" sive of the humanity, benevolence and 
“ gentlemanlike‘behavipur of Mr. Den- 
" mark, both in his professional and pri- 
“ vate situations; and,expressing his opi- 
“ nions that nothing short of great provo- 
“ catipn could have urged him to a viola- 
" lion »f the laws,—Also, an affidavit of 
‘SMr. Fry, one of .the parish officers, de- 
“ daring that Paddon was not auiborized 
" to write to Mr. Denmark, in the ntiqiia- 
“ lified terms he made use of in liis letter 
“ to that genilemarf.-i—The Court sentenc- 
“ eil him to pay a fine of 30/. to the King, 
" and to find bail to keep the peace tor 
“ two years.—In the course ot the plead- 
i‘ ing in this cause. Lord Ellenborougtl 
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» (Observed, that ** the Cooit felt that ail 
** the conduct of the defeijdant was the* 
" ritorioia up to the unfortunate moment 
"in which he exceeded the bounds of 
" law." He also observed, that Mr. 
" Serjeant Pell “ hieed not enforce the 
*1 subject matter of Paddon’s letter^ for 
" the Court will perceive it wasf 
" coarse letter, and that he was ndt 
" warranted to the extent he went."— 
The public are, indeed, little interested in 
the question, whether i*iie horse-whip was 
‘used, in ihis case, totf freely or too spa¬ 
ringly ; but, they are, or ought to be, 
mwb,inleresied in th^ circumstances con- 
necied with this horse-whipping, and 
which.the horse-whipping has, at any 

rate, brought before the public.-Wc 

here see a poor woman, a soldier’s wife, at 
150 miles distance from her liome, with 
twosiiiall children, and one suddenly taken 
ill ol tlie .siTiiill pox, recommended to the 
attention fif a lady, in order that, they 
may be rcceivi d info a parish 
and we ste the gentleman, who had the 
huin.inity to give the recomtnr-bdahon, 
compell'd to pay, out nf bis ownpockdt, the 
expences attending the keeping of these 
poor creatures, while in the pest-liouse. 
And, can this be according to law ? Is it, 
then, a ci't’ne, punishable by pecuniary 
penalties, to reci tumeiid a prior helpless 
wretch to the cliaritable atten ion of an^ 
one? Is it here, in this r.ounliy. where 
we are raising money to comfort the Por- 
iuj'mse, and where we almost blubber out 
loud at hearing reconnied the sorrows of 
Cvffee and Sluashee and tlieir sable oiispring; 
is It here, in this country, where we seem 
to be beatitig up round the globe for ob¬ 
jects of compassion; is it here, that it is a 
sort of crime to recommend a soldier’s 
w.ife and children to the humanity of a 
parish ? It may be said, perh.aps, that the 
sam^ thing would not have happened ih. 
any other parish in the .kingdom; that, 
search England, 4reland, and Scotland 
through, you vvid not find a parish tu do, 
in a sindlar lase, what was done in the 
parish of Titchfieid. May he so : iVvould 
.fain hope so: hit, the law f I.s it possible, 
that Mr. Denmark was liable to ah actimi 
or an indwtmtnt, for what he did? Is thla 
possible? it it be, let us cease to talk 

about English h*nmaiiity.--What was his 

crime? Why this: a soldier’s wife, anx¬ 
ious to set h' r husband before he sailed in 
the Mediterranean, and he as anxious, 
doub less* tosceher and his children; this 
poor woman, v^ith one child by her side 


and another in her arms, tramps up to. 
^Portsmouth from the neighbourhood of 
Plymouth, a distance of about 150 miles. 
tSbe goes on board, and she is hardly there. 
when her youngest child is taken ill with 
a disease which too often proves mortal. 
Slje cannot remain fn the shipt for thfere. 
the ebntagion may reach a considerable 
part of the crew. She" and her husband, 
are compelled to part. And) under what 
circumstances! Reader, if you hr & father, 
need 1 attempt to describe to you the feel¬ 
ings df this soldier at that moment? Talk 
to me not of " our brave Jellows," our," ,gai- 
l^nt /ars." This, unless you can feel for 
this man, is all empty sound. lie is com¬ 
pelled to quit his wife and child ; he sees, 
them sail to the shore ; and under cir-, 
cumstam es the most painful that can pos-. 
sibly be conceived, They are ISOmileSi 
from home, they are friendless, penny less,, 
and his youngest child seized with a dan¬ 
gerous disease. But, he has some littje, 
hope, he receives some comfort, when in¬ 
formed that the Surgeon nf the ship has 
had the goodness to recommend-them to 
the protection of a lady arid of officers 
of a parinh near at hand. What must the 
man’s thoughts have been when he heard, 
the result of ihis recoinmendatidn ? Ido 
not mean the horse-whipping result; but, 
the result as far as related .to the people 
at Titchfieid ? Must not their condjc* have 
made him ask himself) for whom he wgs. 
daily venturing hi|f life ?—-The parish of¬ 
ficers oh Titchfieid appe,ar t^iave had no-, 
thing to do with theoifensive letter, which, 
produced the horse-whipping ;** but they 
made Mr. Denmark pay, out of b& own, 
pocket,for the feeding and taking care of the 
poor woman and her children, They tCKjk, 
care to do this; they inflicted this species 
of punishment upon him for his humanity: 
as an example, I suppose, to others likely. 

to offend in the same way.--But, again, 

I ask, is it possible, that Mr. Denmark did. 
in this case, by recommending the poor 
woman to the lady and the. parish office^rs,. 
commit a crime in' the eye of the law Y,. If, 
it be so, then what is to become of peopje. 
in the situation of fhis poor wognau apd. 
her child ? If it be a crime to tend^ per-, 
son into a parish, that person having the. 
small pox, it must be a crime for a perspS, 
so afflicted to go into a parish ; and, a«, 
every «pot of. land in the country is in. 
some^ parish or other, what, 1" should, 
be' glad to Jinow, is to become of any. 
one who .is put on shore with the small, 
pox? There seems to be a sentence of deatK> 
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passed before hand upon all perpns in 
that situation, who may happen to be on 

board of ship.-It is, I think, impos- 

vble Ibat such can be the law; or, if it be, 
there ought not a moment to be lost in al¬ 
tering it.——This js an object of injith 
greaCler con*8eqnence rtian is that of edu>- 
eating the poor; aiid, there ought, in’my 
opinion, to be some special regulations re¬ 
lative to the wives and children of Sol¬ 
diers and Sailors, who are made .of flesh 
and blood as well as other "people, and 
who cannot live upon enipty bombas’tical 
praisesv—Of the conduct of the several 
individuals, in the transaction here recorded, 

I need say nothing. The facts speak for 
themselves, and no ipan of a right mind 
will fail to draw a proper conclusion from 
them. That the parish officers should 
have made Mr. Denmark pay the expences 
is what does very much surprize me; 
and, I should be glad to know, whether 
even that was legal.-One thing re¬ 

mains to be noticed, and I deem it worthy 
of the reader’s particular attention, if he 
be not already well acquaintetl with 

Parish law.-We here see, that it was 

the Parish Clerk, upon whose instructions 
the Attorney acted in the case before us; 
and, the Parish Clerk appears to have 
had nothing more than the Imre consent of 
a parish oflirer; but, that officer was but 
^ne out of’six, all the rest of whom have, 
upon their oaths, disavowed having had 
any knowledge of the matter. So that 
'here is all this turmoil conjured up 5y the 
Parish C.lerk acting upon the bare assent of 
one of the Parish officers. But does the 
reader imagine, that parishes are to be 
plunged into law .in this way ? Does he 
suppose' that any Parish Clerk, or even 
Parish officer, has the power to make the 
people pay taxes in order to put money 
into the pocket.s of Attorneys, or to gratify 
any whim or passion of his own, under 
the garb of going to Ittw Jor the, parish ? 
If the reader thinks this, he is mistaken ; 
for no Parish officer, no, nor all the of¬ 
ficers of a parish put together, can legally 
employ any Attorney or Advocate, on the 
Parish account, wiitiout the consentMnd ap* 
pTchalum qf the Parish, given in Vestry. 
•ff the law were otherwise, what parish 
would be safe from ruin ? Any litigious 
man, in the character of overseer or 
churchwarden, might give the parish as 
many laA,suits as days in the year, kdp 
not know a otfeaper way for a vindictive 
roan to gratify his hatred of iiis neigh- 
bpuK.^ The'law dues not perrajit^this ; it 
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does not bold out this temptation to any - 
litigious man to indulge h» mischievoui 
taste at tbi expence of others. It I'e- 
’quires that, before an* Attorney 6e ea^ 
ployed in behalf of a Parish, the whole 
Parish shall be consulted and give their 
assent/ How necessary this is, appears from * 
thi? base before us. It appears that five 
out of six of tb* Parish officers were 
wholly ignorant of the Attorney having 
been applied to; and, that the one, who 
was acquainted witb^t, had merely given 
bis assent, and that, too, with reluctance. 
So, in fact, here we %ee the Parish Clerk, 
who is no parish officer, setting an'*!^- 
torney to work in the name of a whole 
Parish, the Parish being almost wholly 
ignorant of the matter. This would have 
been prevented, together with all the con¬ 
sequences, if the Parish had been called 
together and consulted before theAttorney 
had been employed ; and I hope that this 
case will be a Earning to Parishes how 
they act in this respect. • 

In ehe last Number, in the remarks 
upon Mr. White’s Tiuai,, at page 643, 
there was an error of the press. Instead 
of “ 1774, 5, 6, &c.” it should have been 

“ 1794, 5, 6, &c.”-1 find, too, that 

there was an error in my assuming, as a 
fact, that the author of the alledged libel 
was Mr. White’s son. 1 see, upon looking 
over the defence again, that this is not 
particularly stated, and that Mr. While 
speaks of an agent, without any thing 
further. 

W“. COBBETT. 

Sto/e Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

29tA November, 1811. 


IRISH CATHOLICS. 

{n the present volume of the Register, 
at pages 193 and 215 and the following 
ones, an account vtill be ^ound of the cause 
of the prosecution of Dr. Sheridan and .the 
several other Catholic Oentlenien, whose 
trials ase now* going on in Dublin. It 
would, therefore, be useless.to repeat here 
the circumstances whence the prosecutions, 
arq^e. The trial of one of the gentlemen. 
Dr. Sheridan, has taken place, and an ae~ 
quiltal has been the result. • 1 shall here, 
therefore, give an accouiiti taken lioiu. the 
Dublin Papers, of the Proceedings on that 
trial, which are of very great jiuportancei 
Dh^g the reader to attend in particular to 
wbatisstatedas to the formutiou qf the jury. 
agd as to certain other points, which wero. 



Wl] POLITICAL REGlSrrER.—/ri4A [C03 


discussed before the Judges and decided 
on by,them, before and during the Trial. 

CoiiKT or King’j Bench, Dublin, Wed-^ 

nesday, 20 Not. 18,11.-Dr. Sheridan 

was called upon liis trial,and the following 
Jurymen answered to their names, and 
appeared in the box. , 

1. Benjamin Geale, Esq.—Mr. Geale 
was asked by the Traverser’s Council, if 
he hi^ formed or declared any opinion 
upon the subject ? But the question was 
over-ruled, and he vfas sworn. 

2. Peter Digges Latouche, Esq. sworn. 

S. John Roche, Esq. objected to by the 

^rfwn. 

4. John Lindsay, Esq. ditto. 

5. Bartholomew Maziere, Esq. do. 

6. Leland Crosthwaite, Esq. sworn. 

7. John Orr, Esq. sworn. 

8. Richard Darling, Esq. objected to 
by the Crown. 

P. John Duncan, Esq. sworn. 

10. William Hutton, Esq. objected to 
by the Crowd. 

] 1. Thomas T. Frank, Esq. dilto.^ 

12. Francis Beggs. Esq. do.. , ^ 

13. Alexander Jaliray, Esq. do. 

IL John Pepper, Esq. sworn. 

15. Patrick Marsli, Esq. objected to by 
tbe Crown. 

16. Richard Geoghegan, Esq. do. 

17. William Sparrow, Esq.—Upon the 
book being handed to Mr. Sparrow, Mr. 
Burrowes objected to Mr. Sparrow, as 
being an Orangeman ; the Chief Justice 
declared that was no legal objection. Mr. 
Burrowes then proceeded to make his chal¬ 
lenge against Mr. Sparrow, that as an 
Orangeman, he had malice against all 
Roman Catholic.s, and, of course, against 
the Traverser.—The two first of the Jurors 
who had been sworn, Benjamin Geale, Esq. 
and P. D. Latouche, £>q. were appointed 
to try the challenge, and Mr. Sparrow was 
sworn to give evidence. 

'I he CAief Jitj^fice olfserved upon the 
novelty of a man being sworn to give evi¬ 
dence against bin^ielf; but if both' sides 
assented to it, the Court will not interfere. 

Air. Burrowes stated, that he had made 
a fair appeal to the Counsel for ibe Crown 
to have Mr. Sparrow sworn, in ordeato 
shew that he belonged to a society hostile 
to the religiort of the Traverser. 

Judtie Day .—If the man has' taken an 
unlawful oath he it hardly bound to ac¬ 
knowledge U, as he subjects himself to a 
serious itidictment. If lie has taken the 
Orangeman’s Oath I d<ni’t know that he 
ioulii have taken an oath more unlawfuL 
s 


The Chief Justice. —He cannot be exa¬ 
mined to make himself infamous in society. 
I will not object, however, to any proper 
question. ■ * * 

Mr. Johnson —A number of questions 
mary be asked him toc make the olijection 
'intelligible to the Jury, without asking an 
improper one. 

Mr. Burrowes. —We have no witness to 
prove the fact but himself, and we appeal 
to his ' conscience.—^The objection was 
ovey-ruled by the Court, as no sufficient 
proof was adduced. Mr. Sparrow was ac¬ 
cordingly sworn. 

Mr. Burrowes. —If there are nine other 
Orangemen on the pannel—we shall make 
no further observations. 

Robert Orr, Esq. objected to by the 
Crown. 

Thomas Meade, Esq. do. 

R. Williamson, Esq. do. 

Thomas Jameson, Esq. db, 

'J'homas Prentice, Esq. do. 

N. Wade, Esq. do. 

John Hulttm, Esq. sworn. 

W. Humpl)rey.s, Esq. objected to by the 
Crown. 

James Chambers, Esq. do. 

Wm. Wood, Esq. do. 

James'.Tackson, Esq. do. 

Robert Armstrong, Fisq. sworn. 

Edward Clilrborn, Esq. sworn. 

Charles M'Kernon, Esq, was objected ttfv 
by the Crown. 

TliQmas Ricllardson, Esq. do. 

Charley Pentland, Esq. sworn. 

John Flamilton, Esq. sworn. 

Of the above, our readers will ppreeive, 
twenty-two were put by, by the Crown, 
and none by the Traverser.—-The Clerk of 
the Crown stated—“Doctor Sheridan has 
been indicted for an offebce, of which he 
has traversed—you are to try whether h« 
is guilty or not.” 

Mr. Kanmis, the junior Counsel for the 
Crown, opened the pleadings. 

The Attcrmey General then addressed the 
Jury to the following efiect:—I congratu¬ 
late you. Gentlemen of the Jury, that tlie 
long expected day,of Justice has at last 
arrived,* and 1 am sanguine that the result 
of this day’s proceedings will frustrate the 
designs of treason, and give a check to Uae 
disgui.se of faction, and folly. The case 
itself lies in a narrow compass, both with 
respect to the law and the fact: ij is, how- 
feveV, connected with suclj a variety of 
matter, thit 1 must trespass upon yeur 
patience' Much longer than 1 could wish. 

I hope the issue of it will be “to restereoar 
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peace, allay the discontents, and abate the 
ferment' which prevails in this country. 
Treason and disatfection. Gentlemen of the 
J’ury, have been but too saccessfully ex¬ 
erted in influencing the minds of the 
Roman Catholics of*Ireland, and the ffro- 
ject of a Convention was detailed in Reso¬ 
lutions of a certaiit Aggregate Meeting, 
assembled in this city, the Pthof July last. 

The Aggr^fgate Meeting sprang from a 
Resolution of a Committee, w>tiicB, for 18 
months, had acted a distinguished part, 
under the name of the General Committee 
of the Catholics of Ireland. When I talk 
of treasonable views—bottomed in treason 
and rebellion—let me not be misunder¬ 
stood.—A great proportion of Roman Ca¬ 
tholics arc loyal and amenable to the laws, 
and look with alarm and dismay at the un¬ 
warrantable and false proceedings which 
have taken place in the name of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland. 1 do declare that a 
great proportion of them are loyal, and 
take no part in their projects. Some of 
them are misled, and are dupes, and made 
the instruments of designs which they 
would abominate if they were to know 
thtiu. Young men, in particular, of ardent 
minds, have engaged in those political pur¬ 
suits, with no criminal object; they merely 
desire to raise themselves to notice, and to 
make spet^hes. Some of those speeches 
'arc moist dangerous and unwarrantable, the 
work of Uoit'ed Irishmen, labouring for a 
.8 paraiion of this country from England. 
Others are made merely for tha gratifica¬ 
tion of vanity, the authors not seeing that 
they (we acting adverse to the public 
peace, and conirary to the success of that 
very Catholic Emancipation they pretend 
to be the advocates of. I will now call 
your attention to the Resolutions of the 
Aggregate Meeting of the 9th of July. 

Here the Attorney-General read the Reso¬ 
lutions, as followsfirst—^That being 
impressed with the unalterable conviction 
of the undoubted right of every man to 
worship his Creator accorsimg to the dic¬ 
tates of his own conscience, we deen> it 
our duty thus publicly 3nd solemnly to 
declare our decision, that no govSininent 
can .in'flict any pain, penalty, or privation, 
fowobeying that form ol Christian Faith, 
which, in his conscience, he believes to be 
right. -Nfcouii—That we again Petition 
the Legialature for a repeal of the laws af¬ 
fecting the Catholics of Ireland.—'/’Airii-*- 
Tlrat, in ei^ercising our undoubted right to 
Petition, we,will adhere to ifle'ancient 
forms "of the Comtitution, Sic.'—Fourth— 
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IThat a Committee be Appointed to ioqtiira 
into the Pegal Laws, and make a rqjort of 
,the same, within one, month—all, which 
were carried unanimously. That the 
Committee to be appointed to prepare Pe> 
titions to Parliament, do consist,—ftrst— 
Of Qglholic Peers, and eldest sons of Peers’ 
and Catholic Baronets.—^Second—Catholic 
Prelates.— Third —Ten persons chosen, 
from the Counties, and the survivorj^of the 
Delegates of 1792 to form an integral part 
of these ten.—FoKr/A,—Four persons from 
each of the Counties in Ireland; which 
resolution was likewise carried un%i^- 
mously.—These resolutions were merely 
to ^throw dust into the eyes of loyal Ca¬ 
tholics. Fully aware o£the law they were 
about to otfenii, they professed obedience 
to it while they were actually disobeying 
it. Observe, they appoint managers to 
conduct Catholic aft'airs until a new Com¬ 
mittee is elected, an interim government 
was appointed not confined to a Petition to 
Parliament, but to manage Catholic afl'airs 
generally.^ By the Constitution the ma- 
nag^tneiit of the public afl'airs is entrusted 
to the lawful Government of the country. 
Bat this is a disclaim of all Government, 
and such proceedings are hostile to Go¬ 
vernment. It is said, that an assembly so 
constituted, would not act contrary to the 
peace and tranquillity of the country; but 
a few lespeciable loyal men in such an 
assembly, could be no guaiMiitee for its 
conduct; the intemperate men, in ail such 
meetings, govern the rest. Tliis Com¬ 
mittee took its rise from the last; look at 
what their proceedings had been. Their 
language had been so seditious, treasonable 
and indecent, that their Press, wicked and 
daring as it had been, was alarmed, and 
would not venture to insert some parts of 
their speeches—but left chasms and blanks 
in» their paper, for that which they dwre 
not tell. Every Catholic of respectability 
felt himself scandalized* by such wicked 
and (^angerous proceedings. Every loyal 
man was calling out against such bare¬ 
faced sftditionT Government was blamed 
for not interfering. In F’chruary, how¬ 
ever, thfty were about to terminate their 
sittings; a circular letter from the Com¬ 
mittee was issued to call a renovation of 
itself; then, and not before; Government 
iitter[iose(T, not by a measure against law, 
it merely signified *to the Magistrate* 
throughout Ireland, that the intended elec¬ 
tions were against Statute Law, and should 
be prevented. This had the desired eftect; 
for a time it was abandoned. Several re- 
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ipectable member! of the Committee whi)- 
bad left it, however, went back to it, be- 
lievingi perhaps, t|)e existence of it was 
useful to the cause, their presence was 
restraint upon thc^rest, and a Committee 
was from that circomslance unt interfered 
with until the close of their sittings/ The 
meeting of the 9th of July was composed 
of some of the members who had been 
guilty of the greatest excesses. It is iin- 
possibfe not to conceive, however, that 
^ere was a portion ^f* well meaning men 
amongst them. It was then held out to 
the 'loyal Catholics ,pf Ireland, that their 
aEliiiiion was merely called' to the Peli* 
tioa,.aod for that purpose it was necessary 
to elect a Catholic Convention—but See 
what the substance of the Petition is, 
which was thus made a pretence of assem¬ 
bling this Convention. In order to shew 
what little deliberation is necessary to 
frame a petition, I will state to you, what 
the state*of the Catholics was in the year 
1778, and what it is now. 

[Here the Attorney General went into 
a statement of what the penal lawrs %rere 
at that period, and,their gradual repeal, 
and what the restrictions were which still 
continue. In running over the list of 
penal laws he mentioned one which en* 
couraged the son to rise up in rebellion 
against the father, one. which dispossessed 
a Catholic of his horse if it was wofth 
more than 51. &c. &c. &c.; and when he 
ended a narrative of this description, a 
smile of contempt at the bigotry of those 
disgraceful times, spread through the 
court, and created a temporary interrup¬ 
tion. The Attorney General, wlu3n this 
subsided, proceeded].—Let it not he un¬ 
derstood that I mean to speak lightly of 
these matters; I acknowledge the repeal 
of them are laudable objects for men of 
rank and talents to pursue.—But what is 
the object of the Petition ? Those restric¬ 
tions can be expressed ‘in a narrow and 
confined compass: Persons capable ojf 
reading and writing could form a Petition 
at once, and without difficulty; and 
therefore to talk of collecting a 7'^tional 
Convention for the purpose, is an imposi¬ 
tion upon common sepse. Their Petition 
has been again and again presented to 
Parliament; it has been discussed by 
Parliament, and has never been rejected 
for want of form. ‘Why has it therefore 
been now thought necessary to sunrmon a 
Convention to deliberate upon it: to call 
a Convention of 500 persons, to act in the 
capital, day after day, and montli after 


month/ Because there is a Rebel parly 
and a party of United Irishmen at work, 
and who noiV endeavour to effect by arti¬ 
fice what they, could not do by force ih 
1798, and in 1803—they mw have an 
object in calling ^ NationalCon venation, 
because such desperate, wicked and fac¬ 
tious persons always sway such assemblies. 
How was this Convention to act but by 
the example of that Committee, out of 
which it was to spring ?—What rules or 
ordtfrs wore to govern them ? Our Parlia¬ 
ment cannot meet but by order of the 
King, and cannot sit a moment longer 
than he pleases. But this Convention, 
self-created, has no law but its own discre¬ 
tion-such an assembly can never be to¬ 
lerated under any form of government. 
This is no contest between the Govern¬ 
ment and the Catholics.—I deny it.—It is 
a contest between the law and the viola¬ 
tion of the public peace. * Government 
would be unable to stand, if it was ob¬ 
liged to submit to such things. The Press 
says the right to Petition is attacked—it 
is no such thing. Because Government 
stops a National Convention, can it be 
said they stop. Petitioning? Because the 
Catholics cannot have a Parliament of 
their own, do they complain of not having 
he Right to Petition ? The Attorney 
General then adverted to the origin and 
necessity of the Convention Act, whicit* 
was adopted in consequence of intended 
meeti^igs proposed by the North of Ire- ^ 
land. He then proceeded with great in¬ 
genuity and ability, to comtpent on the 
Convention Act, and its applicability to 
the case of the Traverser, but we must 
defer the remainder to allow ourselves 
time to detail the evidence. 

John Shepherd was the first witness call¬ 
ed, was examined by the Solicitor Ge¬ 
neral* He said he was a police officer. 
He attended at Liffey Street Chapel on 
the SIst pf July last according to direc¬ 
tions. He knew Dr. Sheddaii. The 
Meeting was large, but be could not take 
upipn himself to say how large. Dr. She¬ 
ridan was in tlw? chair. Heard Mr. Kir- 
wan adxlress the Chair, and make a mo¬ 
tion for a petition to the Prince Regent 
and both houses of Parliament for a Re¬ 
peal of the remaining disabilities which 
affect the Catholic body. The question 
was put upon this motion by Dr. ^beridan, 
and it was carried nnaninqously. He re¬ 
collected ahother motion foi* appointing a 
Committc* of five, to represent that parish 
in the .General Committee^be omitted 
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those particulars^ appointing a Committee 
to prepare and present a petition, and 
transact the business of the Meeting in 
the General Committee- It was not in 
his re'collection that this* motion was put 
in consequence of any former Meeting. 
The motion of appointing five Delegates 
was ’put by' Dr. Siiertdan. There waj 
some djiference as to the mode of electing 
the five; it was proposed at length that 
seven persons should be appointed to se¬ 
lect five oitt of a list which was furnished. 
The proposal was carried, of the seven 
persons who retired two alone, as hecbuld 
perceiv^, for he was in a situation to com¬ 
mand a general view, returned. 

One of the persons returned, handed a 
slip of paper to Dr. Sheridan. He be¬ 
lieved Dr. Sheridan handed the slip of 
paper to another, and from it were read 
the following names; Dr. Sheridan, Tho¬ 
mas Kirwan, Henry Edmund TaafFe, 
Francis Sweetman and Richard Shiel. 
Dr. Sheridan was removed from the 
Chair, and Dr. Burke took it and put the 
question of Dr. Sheridan’s election, which 
was carried unanimously. Dr. Sheridan 
then resumed the Chair, and all the new 
nominations were carried unanimously 
with the exception of one. Mr. Kirwan, 
and Mr. Taafle returned thanks for the 
honour of their election. Mr. Sweetman 
was not present, but some person spoke 
for him. 'Mr. Shiel was in London, and 
this was the reason of an opposition being 
made to his nomination.* Dr. Sheridan 
left the Chair and Nlr. Taafie took it,'when 
the thanks of the meeting werd* votec} to 
Dr. Sheridsfn. The motion was carried 
unanimously, ^and Dr. Sheridan merely 
thanked the meeting. Liffey-street Cha¬ 
pel is in the parish of St. Mary. No 
other business done but what he related— 
could not swear that he was at Fishambic 
street on the 9th of July.. , 

Crou-txamined by Mr. liurrowes. —He 
was of the Established Church. Did not 
go to Liffey-street Chapel as a member of 
the meeting.' It was open to every one. 
No concealment. There Was no abuse of 
any individual or government. He could 
discover no sedition at the Meeting, from, 
the respectability of the persons who at¬ 
tended he would be surprised to find any 
thibg of a seditious tendency. He be- 
lievet the Meeting met to Petition Parliament 
and to I^etition Parliament aUme. He be¬ 
lieves the resolutions were read from a 
written paper-.* [Here he was shewn a 
brief containing a-resolution; hf believed 


"it was the first. He read ahoUier which he 
said was like the second ; but it was not At 
kn so full.] He swore positively to the 
word represmt—oh ! he begged pardon, he 
»meant prepare or preibu. When he said 
prepare or present he did not mean to say 
rep/remrt. He did not doubt but a written 
document would give a better account df> 
the proceedings than he did- He again 
said he thought the only object of the 
meeting was petitioning. * Did you not,* 
said Mr. Burrowes, ' talk of trandacting 
other business.’ [In answering this the 
witness seemed to Have a confusion of 
ideas.] Five delegates were appointed, 
but he believed that petitioning was th'vu'd- 
ject of the meeting. There was no business 
but about petitioning. Did not recollect 
where they said would •'transact’ business. 
He believed Liffey-street included the 
parishes of St. Mary’s, St. Thomas’s and 
St. George’s. He took a memorandum of 
the proceedings of the meeting, but has 
it not now. Hu bad it days ago; knew 
then he was to appear in this- case as a wit* 
ness. He was not desired by any one to 
leavp«the memorandum at horat;. He does 
not know but it is in his desk. If he had 
it ho would bring it. He looked in his 
desk and could not find it; yet it may he 
in his desk. He was sent to this meeting 
as to others ; and he told those he had a 
right to tell what took place. He believes 
he< gave his report to the Magistrates. 
He does not know to whom he gave it. 
Alderman Pemberton, Counsellor Hare, 
and Major Sirr, were present when he 
gave it. He thought that Major Sirr and 
Counsellor Hare were together when he 
gave it in. He said he had General Orders 
to attend the Meetings. “ Those General 
Orders did not come from Heaven,” said 
Mr. Burrowes, " and from whom did they 
come ?” Sometimes from the Magistrates, 
and sometimes from the Chief Constables. 
He acknowledged he swore informations 
against Dr. Breen* 011 /lem'ng of his name. 
Ail he swore was hearing of his name. 
Ne swore the information before the Chief 
Justice., He djid notse4 Dr. Breen.. The 
Second Clerk of the Police Office swore 
against'sgme others ; it was not on his in- 
for|nation Dr. Breen was arrested. This 
meeting did not last half an hour. 

James‘M'Dmough, examined by Ser¬ 
jeant Ball..i—He is a clerk in the bead 
police office. Was on the 9th of July at 
Liffey-street Chapel with Shepherd.-— 
He heard Mr. Kirwan move five ^persons 
to present a petition and to represent that 
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parish in the General Committee. [He* 
aiisnrered the matter of course* questions 
without differing from the other witness,]* 
CrosSi-examined by Mr. Barne-S^- 
herd arftl he went Ul^ether by order of the« 
Magistrates, either Hare or Sirr. Is a 
clerk. Took >no(bs of the proceedings 
•.according to order. He rloes not.,know 
what became of his notes. He saw them 
[like the other") ten days ago. He did 
not give his notes to any Magistrate ; nor 
was he asked (or them only once by Mr. 
Hare. He did not u'^e them then, but 
the informatiotis wer/groundetl upon i hem. 
lie/lid not see them siitce he looked at 
tlteti?. last. He does not know on wh.tt 
occasion he looked at the notes. He Ite- 
jieves they are in his desk or elseivhece. 
(He was asked to* repeat the Resolutions; 
and he seemed to be as undecided as the 
other witness on strictness <>f expression. 
He believed the word “ We present” or 
something like it, was in the Resolutions.) 
He believed the Resolutions were on 
paper ; and that the Chairman spoke from 
a written report. He did not see Hr. Breen 
though'he swore an information bn w^iich 
lie was arrested. He heard the n^me of 
Dr. Breen mentioned. 

Francis IIudiileston, commonly called 
Captain Huddiestone, was next examined 
and cross-examined. He is now, it ap¬ 
pears, a news paper reporter, has been a 
Captain in the army, has been in <*.he 
Barrack Department. He gave an account 
of what passed at the Meetings of the Ca¬ 
tholics in Dublin; he stated the purport 
of the resolutions that they entered into ; 
and gave an account of the part which 

the defendant took therein.-Here 

ended the proceedings on the 20th of 
November. 

On tlte 22nd the Trial was resumed, 
when the Chief Justice called on Mac 
Dqnough, a Clerk in Major Sirr’s Office, 
to explain certain parts of his evidence 
which, in his Lordship'a mind, were con¬ 
tradictory and inconclusive. The witness 
was examined by the Court, and appeared 
»ery muchdashedlind confounded. He was 
asked, whether amongthese persons sworn 
to in the information he had qientioned 
Doctor Breen as present..—He could not 
actually say that Doctor Breen was in'the 
Chapel at Liftey street —heard‘his name 
to the best of his recollection mentioned— 
did not see him in the Chapel—knew his 
person, and heard that he was one of tholie 
concerned in the delegation. 

Mt,‘Justice Osl>omee~-Ba% in the infor- 
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mation before us, you do not speak as to 
your belief—you swear'positively that 
Doctor" Breen .was one of the persons 
chosen. 

ChirfJustice.-^hcn you swore positive; 
ly to a man whom you did not see. 

Witness ordered to retire. 

j5lr iSurrowfs tlren‘‘addres«fed the Jury. 
"thO Learned Council began by arraign¬ 
ing the conduct of th'e Crown in the for¬ 
mation of the Jury. He lametned to have 
witnesse.d that more decency, tpr the ap¬ 
pearance at'" least, if it was no more, of 
justice on the part of the thown. He 
did not lay any blame to his Majesty’s 
Attorney General. It was notorious that 
on the Jury, there was not a single Ca¬ 
tholic, in a cause, in which the Catholic 
Interest was so deeply concerned. He 
I t fleeted upon the circumstance with pain, 
not unniixcd with a considerable portion 
of dismay, that in a City, nine tenths of 
whose inliabilants consisied.of Catholics, 
not one was to be found on a Jury in which 
the Catholics were to be tried, it was, he 
feared ominous for the Country, when Go¬ 
vernment had recourse to such ■ paltry ar¬ 
tifices. Nay, the only Catholic on the 
pannel was instantly objected to—but 
that was not enough for the Crown—it 
was not content with objecting to the so¬ 
litary Catholic—but in the spirit of libe¬ 
rality which so very honourably distin¬ 
guished the Administration of ths Country, 
it objected against twenty-two Protestants 
upon no grounds whatever. These Pro¬ 
testants, it should segm, were under the* 
suspicion'of being suspected as friends to 
the great Catliolic Cause. But the very 
circumstance of these shameful challenges 
put the present Jury in almost delicate 
and awful situation. The eyes of the 
Country were on theim From the par¬ 
tiality evinced by the Crown to their se- 
leclipn from among so many of their ex¬ 
cellent and libetal fellow citizens, it would 
naturally be concluded that they were 
prejudiced, and illiberal. He did not in¬ 
sinuate that they were, he beliered in his 
heart that they were not—but see the-si¬ 
tuation in whicji they were placed by the 
..Crown—a situatioil he would contend not 
only indelicate but almost unconstitu¬ 
tional.—^They would, however, he felt 
convinced, risk themselves from the pe¬ 
culiarity in which they were so unhand¬ 
somely placed, as contradistinguished 
frqjm the remainder of their fellow-citizens. 

‘—Mr. Bgrrowes then, ai. great length, 
went intq the subject matter, of the trial 
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before the Court. As we have already 'case of Walter Cox, in which Lord Nor- 
said^ it would be impossible for us, to bury and Baron George decided againSt 
enter into any thing like a detail of Serjeant Moore, who essayed a reply, 
this admirable forensic display. He first Mr. Pemn stated the particularf of tha 
addressed himself to the facts, then to scase, in which the Chief Justice *of tbo 
ifie Law—next to the Histdry of the Ca- Common Pleas, said that the right of the 
tholics of Ireland, and finally to the Po- Attorney General was* a personal right 
licy of the Irish A(1 ministration. In all and co^ld not be transferred to his brother'.* 
these divisions, Mj. Burrowes was super- M*. Justice Osborne was rather against 
eminently, supremfly happy. But we the practice. 

are comjielled to rcsei ve uniil our next a Mr. Jas/ice DaiVy thought that it was es- 
satisfactoryeportofihis adinirable^speech, lablished by analogy. * 

After he had sat down, there ^as a mur- Mr. Just/cd Day wa# rather inclined with 
inur of applause, ami he w«scorigratul&ied his hrolhers. ’ 

on all sides by his friends. Indeed the Mr. Ueflew argued acutely againstihe 
union of honesty anti talent was eminently right claimed* ' j " 

conspicuous in this address, and we never The Cliief Justice did not think the case 
saw more powerfully * xetnplified what in Lord Kenyon went to the present in¬ 
great virtue, aided by great ability, is able stance. ’ 

to perform. In the course of his speech Mr. Burton said that perhaps the Crown 
Mr. Burrowes pronounced a panegyric on would wave the right and allow the case 
the free press of Ireland, and stigmatized to go to the Jury. 

in his powerful and impassioned language Mr. Ball insisted on the right of the 
the incendiaries and slaves hired by the Crown. 

Castle to influence the popular mind, and Mr. Solicitor General would not give up 
to inflame the people to madness.—When that riglit. 

Mr. Burrowes had concluded, the Council The. yitlotney General coincided \t^ith the 
for the traverser, relying upon the evi- Solicitor, and insisted on the right, 
dence of the Crown and the Law and Jus- 'I'he Chief Ju.stice at length determined 
lice of their case, declined calling wit- in favour of the Crow'n. 
jiesses or occupying the attention of the Mr. Burton tlien asked whether since 
Court and Jury on a case which they con- two Crown Lawyers were allowed to 
sidered already proved for their client. speak where no evidence was adduced on- 
The SoUeitor General rose to reply. the^iart of the Traverser, another Counsel 

^ Mr. Goold objected on the ground of would not be allowed to his clients, 
usage, that the Crown Lawyers, except in To this the Court after some hesitation 
cases when evidence^was tendered on the assented. 

part of tlic Traversers, had no right to re* Mr. Goold then touched upon all the 
ply. • ’ leading topics of this great cause. 

The irf//orjM|^Gcnerfll insisted on the The-Solicitor General replied, 
right. The Chief Justice, after recapitulating 

Justice Osborne wished for precedents to the evidence, proceeded to define the 
establish the right. Law. After about an hour and half's 

Mr. O'Connell said that Mr. Justice Day charge, the Jury retired, 
ruled in the case of Williams (we think) Mr. Byrne rose and enquired whethff 
on the last Munsier Circuit, against the the'indictment on which the traversers 
right claimed by the Crown in those cases, were tried, was haaded up to the Jury. 

Mr. Justice Day assented. The Chirf Justice said ''that it was not 

Mr. Belleur said, that Mr. Justice Os- usual »or'necessary, 
borne ruled a similar case at the Assizes of Mr. Jwtict Oijxtme thdhght that th» in- 
Waterford. , * dictment* might have been read to them, 

Mr. JusticeOsborne assented. , , if they swished it. 

Mr. Byrne cited a case from reports Mr. o'Comell contended that the Jury 
made in the time of Lord Kenyon, in shotfld have a copy of the Indictment on 
which that able Judge had strongly repro- which they were to decide. \ 
bated the practice which Crown Lawyers While the point was mooting, 
assumed of speaking when bo evidence Mr. Geale, the Foreman, and Mr. Pep- 
had been produced by the Traverser. per, returned into the Box and requested a 
Mr. O'Conneli immediately read the Copy of the Indictment. He took occa- 
pamge, and in corroboration, 9 itedthe sion at the same time to inquire wnethec 
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the Court could bring in separate verdicts 
for the two counts laid in the Indictment. 
—He was answered in the affirmative, and 
the Clerk of the Crown havihg enlarged 
the issue, the Ju^y again, retired. In*' 
about an hour and a half, the dury re¬ 
turned with a verdict of NOT GUILTY. 

The names of the Jurors are these : 

1. Benjamin Geale, Esq. ' ‘ 

2. Peter D. Latouchc, Esq. 

3. Leland Crosthwaite, Esq. 

4'; John Orr, Esq. 

5. John Dunctei, Esq. 

0. John Pepper, Esq. 

» 7. William Sparrow, Esq. 

^ '8. John Hutton, Esq. * 

9. Robert Armstrong, Esq. 

10. Edward Clibbom, Esq. 

11. Charles Pentland, Esq. 

12. John Hamilton, Esq. 

The fotlowinKUthc substance of the Indictments 
found against Messrs. Kinuan and Taaffe. 

County'of the City ofj ‘ The Jurors ofi 

Dublin, to wit. V our Lord the King 

--J upon their oath 

present, thdt, on the yih day of JoVy, in 
the year of our Lord, 1811, at Fishamble- 
street, in the County of the City of Dublin, 
divers persons, to the said Jurors unknown, 
assembled themselves together, and being 
so u.ssembled, and then and there contriv- 
ina, and intending to cause and procure 
the appointment of Persons professing'the 
Roman Catholic Ileligiod, to exercise an 
autlioihy lo represent the inhabitants of 
Ireland professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion, under pretence of causing Peti¬ 
tions to both Houses of Parliament to be 
framed, for the repeal of all laws remain¬ 
ing ill force in Ireland, by means whereof 
auv person professing the Roman Catholic 
R.iligioti is subject to any disability by 
reason, or in consequence of his religious 
tepets; and also, under pretence of pro¬ 
curing an alteration of the matters so esta¬ 
blished by law,dj(l then'and there, amongst 
oaber things, enter into certain Resolutions 
of and concerning such Committee, and of 
and anneernirtg said iaw.s oo remaining in 
force itv Ireland, and of and eoncern'iDg 
certain districts in the City of Dublin, 
called Parishes, and used atf such for^.Cbe 
purpose of public vvorship, accordittg to 
the rites of the Roman Catholic Reli'ginn; 
of the purport and ellect herWfollowing: 
that is to say, that a Commiitee of Persons 
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professing the Roman Catholic Religion, 
meaning such Cominittee as arToresaid, 
should be appointed, and requOkted to 
cause proper Petitions to both HoUSel off 
Parliament to |)e forthwith fraihed, lor the 
repeal of the Penal Laws, meaning the said 
laviM so remaining in force in jlreland, and 
to procure signatures thereto in all parts 
of Ireland, and to tak^ measures for bring¬ 
ing such Petition under the serious consi¬ 
deration of the Legislature, within the first 
month ef the'ensuing Sessions'of Parlia¬ 
ment; and* that said Committee should 
consist of the Catholic Peers, and their 
eldest Sons, the Catholic Baroniits, the 
Prelates of tlie Catholic Church in Ireland, 
and also ten persons to be appointed by 
the Catholics in each County in Ireland, 
the survivors of the Delegates of 1793, to 
constitute an integral part of that number, 
and also of five persons to be appointed by 
the Catholic inhabitants of each parish in 
Dublin, meaning each district so called a 
parish, as aforesaid, and that Edward Sheri¬ 
dan, late of Dominick street, in the County 
of the City of Dublin, Doctor of Physic, 
being a person professing the Roman 
Catholic Religion, and divers other per¬ 
sons professing the Roman Catholic Reli¬ 
gion, to the said Jurors unknown, well 
knowing the premises, but being ill dis¬ 
posed persons, and unlawfully contriving 
and intending to aid and assist in and to¬ 
wards the constituting and forming of sucIh 
O ominittee as aforesaid, on the 31st*day of 
July, in the yeafr 1811, at Liffey-street, in 
the County of the City of Dublin, in order' 
to comply with such resolutions, and to 
aid and assistin and towards the"constituting 
and forming suchCominity||Mid meet and 
assemble themselves tuget^ff for the pur¬ 
pose of appointing five persons to act as 
'Representatives of the Inrhabirants profess¬ 
ing the Roman Catholic Religion, of and 
ih one of the districts in the city of Dublin 
aforesaid, commonly called the Parish of 
St. Mary, inthe said Committee so proposed 
to be formed, and that at and in the said 
Meeting so then and there held for the 
said purpose, one Thomas Kirwah, tKen 
and there being a person professing the 
Roman Catholic Religion, Was then aiid 
there unlawfully appointed by the said 
persons so then and there assembled to^ct 
as one of the Representatives of the said 
lAhabilantr of the ittitf district in the said 
X'Eo be continited:, j 
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Th’ appcaran<;c is agniiist me, I confess. 

Who Seeiningly h.-ivc put yon in distress : 

*Yoii, if your goodne.s8^docs not plead my cause. 

May think I brokd all huspiUiMe laws, 

To bear J'ou from your palace-yard by night. 

And put your noble person in a fright; 

This, since yon take it ill, [ must repent. 

Though, heav’n can witness ! with no bad intent. 

Dkyben. Cock atyl the Fox. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. ' 

laisH Catholics.- Tlie acquittal of 

Dr. SHF,uiDAN,in spiteof ailtite means made 
use of to obtain his conviction, has produc¬ 
ed, asmioht have been expected, a suspen¬ 
sion of the prosecutions against the other 
Catholic Centleinen, whom it was intended 
to try for tlie same alledged crime, and 
against wliom Dills of Indictment were 
found. Yet, as the readerwill bear in mind, 
when ihatacquittal, wliici) doesso much iio- j 
nourtothc Jury and to Ireland, w hich lias 1 
given so much satisfaction in this part of 
the kingdom, and which will lie received 
with applause in every part of the world 
where there remains one .spark of the love 
of freedom; wlicn that acijuittal wa.s first 
announced, to the English public, the 
venal prints, and especially the CocaiEit, 
who seems to be a hack abvays in requisi- 
.tion, said, that Dr Shei idan was acquitted 
for tvant of mjjicicnt evidence ; .but, that 
the rest would be proceeded against Uj^on 

amenditi indictments--For want of 

sufficient cvidlllce ! To be sure; and who, 
pray, was ever acquitted upon any other 
ground? Who, (except in case.s of mere 
Jltnu) was ever acquitted upon any ground 
other than that of a want of evidence to 
support the charge ? Dr. Sheridan’ was 
charged with having become a delegate in 
violation of an act of parliament; and the 
Jury say, not guilty, upon the teliole of the 
charge. They bring in .no jitoh'/Jed ver¬ 
dict; they do not say, that there is iKit 
sufficieiit evidence to proAe that he had 
become a delegate; they do not s4y, that* 
to have become a delegate would have been 
a CTiine. They say, not upon the 

to/io/c of the charge.——Now let us hear 
what the venal prints have resorted to, in 
order to<account for the suspension of 
proceedings against the other accused per* 
soas.—At first, it was said, "as 1 have 
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observed abqve, thdi they were ^ hi* 
brought to the bar under amended BhTs of 
Indictment. But a suspension has taken 
place; and, from the following article in 
the Courier, it would seem, that there 
was, at one time, an intention of drop¬ 
ping the proceedings altogether, provided 
the Catholic Gentlemen would give up 
their scheme o^ assembling as delegates. 

I quote from the Ccuricr of the 3(nh of 
November, and the passage is one that 
meritg a ^qod deal of atlentipn. . It pre- 
lentlfe to give the words of the Irish At¬ 
torney (Jeneral, when he expressed lii.s in¬ 
tention not to pursue the prosecutions any 
further; and it contain.s doctrines such, I 
believe, as ncviT were broached before, 
and which, if they be permilled to pass 
as there can, in the mind of no 

rational man, exist the smallest doubt th.Tl 
our liberties are a mere dream. " The 
“ intention of Government to prove by 
“ the highest legal authorities, that Dele- 
“ gation for the purpo.se of petitioning for * 
“ the alteration of law is contrary to the 
“ Convention Act, having been fully ful- 
“ filled, the Irish Attorney General sigiji- 
" fied in open Court last Tuesday, that it 
“ was not his wish to press for the trial of 
" tlu) Delegates at present. He said, " that 
“ v though there has been a verdict, of 
*' ■' acquittal in the case of Dr. Sheridan, 
the Itrej of the'ense fw been clearly, an- 
“, et^iiieocally, and unanimomly declared 
“ “ by the Court; and tjierefore I consider 
“ " it iA>w as ^titled luvi that the Com- 
" " mitiee*or Convention proposed to be 
“ “ convtned by the resolutions of the 
gentlemen on tjie 9th of July last, 

“ " v.-oulil be, if it should meet, an an- 
“ “ lawful assembly. That ’ being so, i 
“ “ cannof suffer myself to believe that 
" “ the Roman Catholics of Ireland will 
" " persevere in the measure, because I 
" “ carmoUuffer myself to believe thqt it ever 
A \ 
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« was, or is, their meaning to violate the 
1‘ law of the land. Under this impression 
“ “ I feel that it would be hardly con- * 
« w’sistent with the ohjeel of thAe ^osecu- 
•• •• tions, which nev^ was to persecute or to 
•• " punish the individual, but to prevent a 
" “ public mischief, to prdss for the trial 
" " of any olherof the Traversers at pre- 
'•“sent; and I will go farther, and sky 
*' " that it is my confident expectation, as 
" “ it is my sincere wish, that it may not 
*• « be rendered necessary for me at any 
, •' " time hereafter to ‘call for the trial of 
" « the other Traversers.”^——-We trust, 
•• therefore, that the Catholics, who enjoy 
"'thff’right of petitioning in as full and 
•* free a manner as any other of his Ma- 
“ jesty’s subjects, |will not persist in ctm- 
" vening the Committee or Convention, 
" which their resolutions in July last had 
*' proposed to do. Iftheydo,Jf mistaking 
''forbearance for fear, and erroneously 
" supposing that the acquittal of Dr. Sheri- 
“ dan was an acquittal upon the law as well 
" as the fact, they do determine to call such 
“ a Convention, then, of course, jthe trials 

" (f the' other delegates will be jn-essed^y - 

Now, I do not, observe, say, that the 
words here put into the mouth of the 
Irish Attorney General were ever uttered 
by him. I see them published in a news¬ 
paper ; and containing, as I think they 
do, some most oflensive matter, 1 shall 
make freely my comments upon them. 
If they w'ere not uttered by the Attorney 
General, it is for him, or his friends, to 
set the public right as to the fact. To me, 
it is of no consequence whether they pro¬ 
ceeded from his lips or not. They form a 
publication, and, as such, 1 comment uptm 

them. ———Let us take the article in the 
order that it lies before us. Tha Attorney 
General, the oiiicial prosecutor on the 
part of the government, having seen one 
of the prosecuted parties escape, through 
the verdict of a jury, is here made to come 
into court, into that very court where the 
acquittal had taCen place, and there to 
say, that, though there had been an ad- 
quittal ot one of tile accused persons, “ the 
“ Taw of the case had been clearly, une- 
" quivocally, and unanimously ^ declared 
“ .by the court, and that he therefore now 
"considered it as siakd law,” &c. ‘ So 

then, accordipg to this notion, the court is 
all and the,7it»y nothing as to settling the 
point whether a map has, or has not, been 
guilty of a breach of the law ! Dr. Sheri¬ 
dan was charged with having violated the 
Conreihion Act.^ The jury declared him 


‘notguilty; but, accordingito this doctrin* 
ascribed to the Attorney Generaknf Ire¬ 
land, that verdict is to have no weight, 
and the declaration of the Judges is to be 
''taken for the |rue decision. Why, wo. 
were told, in this same Courier, that all 
the Judges had given, their opinions on 
tbe side of guUt; But, are we, therefore, 
to consider the acquitfiPd man as guilty ? 
Lord Ellenborough, the other day, was by 
no means equivocal in his charge in tfis 
ease of Mr. White, whose publication he 
expressly and repeatedly declared to be a 
libel, and whom" he expressly and repeat¬ 
edly declared to be answerable for ^11 that 
appeared in his paper. Yet, the jury said, 
that he was not guilty. Tb’eir decision 
was in opposition to the opinion of the 
judge; and are we, for that reason, to 
conclude, that Mr. White was guilty, and 
that the jury were ignorant or perjured 
men ? If this were to be the case, what, I 
would beg leave to ask, is* the use of a. 
jury ? If their decision is to pass for |,no- 
iliing; if a man, though acquitted by 
them, is still to be looked upon as guilty 
in fact, and as having escaped by mera 
chance; if this were to be the case, what a 
despicable, and even what a mischievous 

institution tliat of the jury would be !- 

Here, wa.s a man indicted for the breach 
of a positive law ; the written law was be¬ 
fore the jury; they had to compare tha 
act done with the acts prohibited by that^^ 
law ; and, they declare the .man noS to be 
guilty. But, iiocaure the Judges all de¬ 
clared^, that the act diiiie was amongst tha " 
acts prolnbilcd by the law, it is here said 
to have been assumed, that the acquittal 
was to pass for nothing as a declaration 
of the meaning of the law; as if the opi- 
nioD.s of twelve men were not as good as 
the opinions of four mou, and that, too, 
in a ca.se so plain that it strikes me with 
womEer how two opinions should ever have 

been entertained upon the subject.- 

Am I told, that the Judges must under¬ 
stand the law better than the Jury? If 
this be to be taken in its full extent, abolish 
tbe juries at once, for they are mere aru- 
tohia'ta. Let ilv::ra stay at home for God’s 
^ake, ai,'d mind their farms and their shops; 
for, to Slick them up in courts of justice is 
a mere mockery. If the Judge is, upon 
all occasions, to be looked upon as und^r* 
standing better the application of tbe law 
to the act aMedged than the Jury, away 
with the latter at once. But this js not 
so; and, until of late yeavs, it never was 
pretended ^'The Judge’ is in the court" tf 



^U!)] DkcEMB£R7/l811.—/mACaMofi##. [71» 


regulate the proceedings; to see that alf 
the evidence is fairly laid before the Jury; 
to state to' them the words of the Jaw as* 
applicable to .the act alledged; and to 
• give them, if necessary, |iis opinion, as tJ 
the meaning of doubtful parts of the law. 
But, it is for the Jiiry to try, as Mr. Tooke 
so" well urged it in Ris celebrated action 
with Mr. Fox; il^is for the Jury to try 
the person accused, or rather, the ques¬ 
tion at issue. They are sworn “ mil and 
truly to try;*’ and, if they are. to be no 
judges of the law by whicli they are to 
decide, what is the use Af them? 'they do 
not, in that case, try the que.stion at all; 
and, they had better be sworn well and 
truly to say whatever the Judge might bid 
them say. The Jury, and the Jury dime, 
tries the question brought before it. The 
institution of the Jury is founded upon the 
tresumption that twelve men, imptartialiy 
aken, are not only as likely, but more 
likelv to form a correct opinion and make 
a just decision than one or more judges are; 
and, indeed, what orZ/er reason can there 
be, or could there ever have been, fort-he 
institutibn of Juries ? If the Jury be to act 
as the Judges bid them, and if, in cases 
where the verdict goes in the teeth of llie 
charge, the Judges are to bo regarded as 
right and the Jury wrong, and if the charge 
and not \.i\& verdict he to be looked upon as 
decisive of the law; what, again I ask, 

^ is the uSe of the Jury; what sense is there 
in slicli an. institution; and how can the 

Jury be said to try any thing?-But, 

’ would I make the Judges nothing at all, 
then? No: my objection is U*the at^pmpt, 
which halk ofien been made, and with but 
too (Ruch success, to make tliemcue/y thing 
except responsible persons. They have 
powers enougii rvilhout being triers of 
causes and ciKninais. To them belongs 
the vast, powers of directing and gos^erning 
the whole of the proceedings itj every 
trial; of giving their interpretation of the 
law; ol determining what is oris not ad¬ 
missible evidence and admissible argu¬ 
ment; of receiving the verdict or causing' 
•it to be revised; and,* finally, of passing, 
sentence, of saving life pr inflicting death. 
Is not this enough *for them ? ,Are thpse 
powers too limited ? See, then, what power 
they possess in the granting or refusing of 
motions, rules, attachments, &c. &c. 
And, when wc consider, that they areal! 
appointed by the king, or his ministers, 
and mby, at any time, by the voti of a 
majority in parliament, have,their salaries 
raised,tan we say, that the^ powers are 
• 

« • 


not sufficient? I do not say that the powers 
are too great; but, I do say, that they ara 
quite great enough; and I further ^say, 
that, witl»>ut the Jury in criminal cases, 
these powers would* be monstrous, and 
such as would leave the people not the 
shadow of liberty, ’the jury was insti> 
tuted; and was always considered, and it, 

F Rope, still to be considered, as the gttar- 
dian of the jpeojile’s rights '; as a security for 
Uie administration of Justice in mercy ; and 
not a mere shew, not the mere ecRo of the 
Judge, but a bodyj of men more likely t<i 
come to a just decision, all the circum¬ 
stances considered,,than the Judge would 
be. If it be not sp, of what eartHy R.w, 
Ingain ask, is this thing called a Jury? • 
Why, the only use, and the only possible 
use, which it could then be of, would be 
to screen the Judge from all responsibility at 
to the decision ; and thus removing that 
check, which would exist if there were no 
jury at all, and making our mode of ad- 
rninistring justice the very worst that ever 
was heard of in the vvoHd.-——The Jury 
must Of efficient; they must be, according 
tOjlbeir ftatli, the real triert of the issue; 
or, they are infinitely worse than useless ; 
^nd, if they are not the real triers, they 
betray their trust and falsify their oaths. 
—To return to the doctrine ascribed to 
tbe Irish Attorney General; I would ask, 
if the declaration of the Judges were suffi¬ 
cient for his purpose, and that, loo, in op¬ 
position to a subsequent verdict of a Jury, 
why was a trial necessary ? Why was not 
the declaration of the Judges taken with¬ 
out any indictment or trial at all ? Why 
were the delegates not told, thattheJndges 
said that the law was against the meeting 
by delegates ? There was something to be 
answered by the trial surely ? But, now, ?t 
seems, that these indictments and trials 
were to answer no other purpose than 
merely that of giving the Judges an op¬ 
portunity of declaring, upon the bench, 
what w.as the meaning of the law ; and 
their opinions are now set up, by this 
writer, in the form of a speech of the 
Attorney G^eral, as? tantamount to a de¬ 
claratory act of parliament, and that, too, 
thougl^ they did not produce conviction 
in the minds of twelve men assembled 
and sworn to try the very question, which 
it is hfeld forth' that these opinions have 
decided. V I ■ ■! now come to the second 
part of this publiqation pretending to be 
a speech of the Irish Attorney General; 
and it is certainly very well calculated to 
excite some liltfej surprize. lie is made 
A .K 2 
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to say; “ I cannot sutler myself to believe, 
“that it EVER WAS, or is, (the 

accmed 'persons) " meaning to violate the 
“ law of the land." t Here, reader, is this 
Attorney General, this Official Prosecutor, 
made to say, in opem court, that he does' 
not believe j nay, that he cannot 
himself to believe, that the accused per¬ 
sons ever meant to violate the law of the 
land. Now', what had this same person 
said only a few days before in the indict¬ 
ment ap;ainst Messrs, j^irwan and Taaffe? 
'Why, just the reverse y for he there, as you 
will jee by a reference to the copy of the 
indic^pent, in the lasC columti of my last 
Nomoer, says, that thfy were “ ill-disposed 
“ persons and were unlawfully canirivini’-An^ 
“ inicndiit'f’ to do what he had accused 
them of'. Was it possible, then, for him 
to have uttered the words ascribed to him 
by the Courieh ? W'as it po.ssible for a 
man lo come into co'iirt, and, before those 
very judges, to whom he,, had accused 
tluvsc gentlemcg, declare in so solemn a 
niumier, that he did not believe them to have 
been guilty of the crime that hf; Itad.laid 
to their charge iu a manner still moie^jo- 
h inn, and which charge was founded upon 
informations upon oath } Was it possildt 
for a man to coiue into court ami declare, 
that he did not believe persons to have 
ever been guilty of the crime, for w liich 
he himself had pro.secuted them, he 
himself having necessarily been the ad- 
Viscr of the prosecution ? And, yet, if 
there be no truth in the statement, at what 
a degree of impudence must this editor of 

the Courier have arrived .'-1 cannot 

bring myself to believe, that the declara¬ 
tion was made; because it would, it seems 
to me, call for the most serious inquiry 
into the conduct of the Attorney General. 
He has powers enough, God knows! 
Powers sufficient to make him truly for¬ 
midable without any abuse of them ; bu4, 
if he were to arrive at .^uch a pitch as to 
avow, that hu prostcuted *inen for crimes, 
of which he could not svJJ'er himself to believe, 
that they Were guilty i, M he were come to 
this pass, w hat a country vt'ould ireiand 

be to live in?-Yet this is 'bhat the 

Courier attributes to him ; I have quoted 
the very words said tojiave been iittervd 
by Inm.; I have, I believe, .seen t)ie same 
words, under the same, form, in other pub¬ 
lic prints; and, thus string thelh, vRere I 
to let them pass witliCut comment,! might, 
be thought 10 acquiesce iu the right of an 
Attorney, General to prosecute any man 
that he chose for a crime of which he 


could not suffer himself to believe that he 
fwas guilty; J might be thought to, allow, 
that, ill addition to all his other powers, 
jof which I have so often had to speaks he 
possessed this of' prosecuting men, of har- 
rassing their minds and ruining their for¬ 
tunes', and that, to'>,<!unMi'r protence that 
they ‘ liad cominilted a crime, which he 
could not suffer hiinself to believe that 

they had committed.--Let there be no 

attempt at shuffle here. Let it not be pre¬ 
tended, that the gentlemen migfit commit 
the crime and nqt mean to do it; for, ob¬ 
serve, all crime consists in the evil intention, 
or meanin"; and observe further, thSt this 
Attorney General, in his indictment, did 
actually charge the Catholic Gentlemen 
with being “ill-disposed persons” and with 
“ unlawfully contriving and intending" lo 
do that which he accused them of, and 
for which he brought one of them to be 
tried as a crimiaal.-Our English At¬ 

torney General, when his conduct was 
under discussion, in the House of Com¬ 
mons, last year, said, that he was not to 
he looketi upon as free from errors ^fj’tdg- 
vicnt any more than other men. Very 
true ; but, we hi re see the Coi.riER exhi¬ 
biting the Attorney General as hav¬ 
ing prosecuted mill for crimes that he 
i'imseif acknowledged that he did not be¬ 
lieve them guilty of.—•—The third part 
of this speech given to the Irish Attorney 
General relates to liis views iu tfie prose- '' 
cutions; and he is Kiade to saV, that “ the 
“ olycctfof these pVo.secutions never was to , 
“persecute ,or lo punish the individual.” 

-»No ? What W'as the obji;f:t, liien ?• 

This passage of the Courieh’s fab^cated 
speech (for fabricated,it must be) forced 
into my recollection the professions of the 
Fox, in Dryden's beautiful Fable, where 
the poor Cock has just escaped from his 
jaw'3 to the branches of a friendly maple. 
And !», Dr. Sheridan, according to this 
" false Loon,” the Courier, no harm was 
intended yon, though you were informed 
again.st, indicted, and put upon your trial, 
and though so strong an appeal was made 
to the Jury against you 1 No harm, ac¬ 
cording to this v€nal writer; no harm at 
atl; onlY to put you a little iu a fright 
perhaps! No harm at all, though you 
were described, in the indictment, as an 
evil-dhposed person, not having the fear of 
God before your eyes, but being moved 
and instigates by the Devil, and well 
kno^'ing the premises, contriving and in¬ 
tending to do the act laidjto j'our charge! 
No, not tbd least/tartn; no persccutioni n* 

* • 



ws] December?, 1811.—/riiA C(«Ao/»ci. [71* 


puaiahtffent, intended: all in good part; 
all pftr/ectly friendly, according to thisi 
English hack, surpassing, be you well as- 
.sured, all the hacks of Ireland, except? 
pecchance, you have impdrted some of the 
true British breed^ihe fame of wliicti has 
now extenfieci over the whole earth. You 
know the answer of Chanticleer: * ’ 

“ Nay, quolh the Cock, but 1 beshrew us both. 

If 1 behove a Saint upon his oath.” 

—If asiy thing more were jvanted to 
prove, that this speech pul ihio the mouth 
of the Irish Attorney General was a* inei e 
fabriqation of the Coukier, we have it at 
the close, where the former is made to 
say, that he liopes not to be under the ne¬ 
cessity of pursuing the prosecutions; but 
that, if the Catholics persist in what they 
were doinor, hi, shall pursue tlicm. No 
man could have said this: no man would, 

I hope, have been permitted to throw out 
a threat like this in open court. What! I 
first prosecute men for an ailedgod ; 
crime, which proves to he no crime, and ! 
then tell them, that if they persist in doing j 
that which is no crime, they .shall be har- [ 
rassed with prosecutions! What wouiti 1 
this be but to tell them, in substance, that 
though Juries acquitted lliem, though they 
were-guilty of no crime in the eye of the 
law, they-should, at any rate, sutler all the 
trouble and expeuce of a slate prosecu- 
^ tion, wherein the prosecutor pays no costs, 
and •wherein the public and the prose¬ 
cuted person are obligtjd to bear all the 
■ expence-s, amongst whicli are the* fees of 
the Attorney General himseff? If this 
“^could be said in open court; if this tould 
bepefmiiied; if a threat like this could 
be suffered to be thrown out in the pre¬ 
sence of the Judges, then, indeed, we 
should be in jt pretty state. But, as 1 
said before, it must be a fabrication of the 
Courier, like the French Dispatch said 
to have been promulgated by Mr. Adams, 
and like the many intercepted Letters be¬ 
tween Napoleon and bis brother Joseph. 
—The Courier then adds something as 
fi'om hiuuelf. He scems-to think, that it is 
not enough to make the Attorney General 
threaten, and iherefofe, takes upon him to 
■put forth an additional threat ol*hisowfi, 
and says, that, if the Catholics mistake 
forbearance for fear, they will be prose¬ 
cuted with renewed vigour. Forbearance! 
The Catholic Gentlemen haye experienced 
forbearance, have they It is hard to say 
whaf this man’s ideas of forbearance mky 
be; but this we know, that iheje gentle- 
Bcn have been informed against before 


the Judges; that warrants ta apprehend 
them have thereupon been issued; that 
they liavft (I believe) been held to bail; 
that they have beet# indicted ad ill-dis¬ 
posed persons, unlawfully contriving and 
intending to do certalh wicked acts; and 
ail this for what F Wliy, because they we*!-*: 
tVekjgates, or took a part in choosing dele¬ 
gates, for the purpose of agreeing upon, 
and causing to be presented, a petition to 
Parliament, the object of which w«s to ob¬ 
tain for themselve# and the rest of the 
Catholics an equali^ in rights with their 
Protestant fellow-subjects. Call yoq this 
forbearance !» The Attorney Genct(a| l*as 
forborne to prosecute some of those who , 
were indicted. But, when did he forbear 
to do that ? Not till ofle of them had been 
■acquitted, and till Dublin and the whole 
kingdom had expressed their joy at that 
acquittal add their approbation of the con¬ 
duct of the Jury. Not till then; and, 
therefore, it w by no means ififficult to 
form a just estimate of this forbearance. 

--If the object of the prosecution had 

been m*eiR;ly to put the que.stioii at rest by 
■a !^g*al decision, why were so many per¬ 
sons involved in it ? One would have been 
enough for ihis purpose.-1 can, there¬ 

fore, discover nothing like forbearance in 
any part of the proceedings; and a man 
must have the impudence of 'an English 
venal writer to give that term to the sus¬ 
pension of the trials at-Dublin, which, be it 
observed, appears to have been contrary to 
tile express desire of the parties prosecut- 
I ed, who, of course, were anxious to get rid 
of an indictment hanging over their heads. 

-At the tail of the article, on n hich I have 

been remarking, there are some observations 
upon the conduct of " the Reformers”, as 
this writer calls them, which are also wor¬ 
thy of notice.-He says: “ We appre- 

" Iiciid, from what we have reaff in some 
"Irish Papers, that we most not ffktter 
" ourselves with,the expectation that the 
“ Reformers will sulFdt' the people to be 
•'* undeceived; they will keep the decla- 
" ration of law by tlve Judges as much 
•' out df sjght as they do the fact, that the 
“ acqaittal of Doctor Sheridan was an ac- 
“ quitta*! solely on account of insufficiency 
“^»f evidence. Their wish is to keep the 
“ public mind in a ferment, to inflame 
“ and agUaie the people, arid to take eager 
" advantage of any season of calamity or dis- 
tress. Public calamities are their ele- 
“ ment. Then is the time to create alarm, 

“ to e.xalt their own merits, to *establi8h 
1 " the fame of their political sagacity in tlie 
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" fulfilment of their 'predictions, and their 
« triie jacobin ferocity, by demanding that 
“ Minis;ters “ shsdl fee brought tdthe block.’’ 
" It is not their country that they love, 
" but iheir party ; ,il is not the enemies of 
*\tlicir comitrt) that they hate, but their po- 
liiical opponents; the men whose t&lpts 
“ and characters keep them down ."—— 
Novi', if the Reformers really did wish to 
keep the public mind in a ferment; if they 
did reaiiy ivisli to inflame and agitate the 
•people, what must hVe been their satis¬ 
faction at seeing the above-mentioned pro- 
Bccinions commenced ? It is by those pro¬ 
sec rfKt'ns that the public mind has been 
excited into a ferment, and that the people 
have‘been infiame]jl and agitated, and nbt 
by any thing that the Reformers have 
said or done; .for, unfortunately, what 
they say has but little effect upon the peo¬ 
ple, who have enough to do lo meet the 
misery of the moment.-And as to sea¬ 

sons of ciilamity and distress', whose fault is 
it, if there are Vuch seasons ? The Reform- 
cis havejiad no hand in producingt'.alaniity 
and distress; for they bavehad'no p6v'cr. 
’J'heir advice has been scorned; they have 
wished for and recommended a set of 
measures the opposite of those which'have 
been adopted ; if their advice had been 
followed, there would have been no stop¬ 
page of those channels of intercourse, 
which were before open, and through which 
80 many persons were fed; if their advice 
bad been followed there would have been 
no armies to support in Sicily, Spain, and 
Portugal. You will say, that their advice 
was foolish; very well; but, as you did 
not toHow it, acknowledge, at least, that 
they have had no hand in producing the 
calamities and distress, of which you talk; 
and, acknowledge further, tliat they have 
a fair right to lay these calamities at the 
doQr of those who rejected their advije. 

-But, they are charged with exulting in 

the fulfilment of, their predictions. It is 
very natural and very proper for men to 
, point out to those, who have rejecfeiJ thefr 
advice, the consequencesofisuch rejection; 
but, it by no means follows, that they re¬ 
joice at these consequence Tlje’farmer 
comes into the field to his harvest 
and tells them it w'ill rain bj’ such an hour, 
and that the corn will be wet, unless it be 
got in before that hour. The rain comes; 
the corn is notjot.in; he then reminds 
his men (who have been dilatory) of In's 
prediction; but, is he, therefore, to be 
said to' exult in tbp fulfilment of it i— 

We have said what 'would be the conse¬ 


quence .of pursuing such and suefe^ Tlllea* .. 
sures; and if those measures are pursued, 
and the consequence arrives, are we not to 
‘point out the fulfilment of our predictions,, 
without exposing ourselves to the charge 
of r^oicing at the mis«ihief that has hap¬ 
pened ?-^Thc ReTormers are here ac¬ 

cused of “ demanding Ministers shall 
be brought to the block.” 1 have never 
seen any such demand in print, I have 
never heard^ it verbally made, I have 
nevei; heard any man destine them to 
such a fate, nor 8o 1 believe that any Re¬ 
former in the kingdom would ( are one 
single straw what became of the Ministers, 
provided hecould see a House of Commons 
cliosen as freely as Sir Francis Burdett 
was chosen for Westminster and as his 
Brother will be chosen for Southwark. 
This talking about the block is a trick to 
scare people. A mere invention ; but an 
invention that will answer very litUc |)ur- 
pose; for, the w-ritcr may be assured, that 
the day.s of terror are past; all the ten ors 
lliat he or his abettors could conjure up 
would not extract a sixpence from the 
pocket of the most timid creature in the 
kingdom. The day is gone by when the 
people were made to believe, that it wasne- 
cessary to give their money to placemen and 
pensioners in order to prevent the French from 
making them Atheists. That day is past never 
to return ; and so is the day for exciting 
a dread of revolutionary horrors. ‘ The 
alarming, the terrifying, system is worn out; 
and to attempt to resive the use of it is * 
only to expose the party to ridicule, ^f 
Paine were to write tvventy su(fh books as 
he wrote before, there would be fiobody 
found lo burn him in effigy.——But, the 
Reformers do not, it seems, hate the enemies 
qf the country so much as their political op¬ 
ponents. In the Scripture a very pithy 
question is put: “ who is my neighbour ?*’ 
And, it is equally proper for us to ask, 

" who are the enemies of the country f” The 
French, to be sure. Oh, yes! but the coun¬ 
try may have other enemies. A man is not 
our neighbour meVely because he lives at 
next door; no; are people our enemies 
merely because they are foreigners. No; 
but, the French are at uwr with us. True, 
and they are, in that sense, our enemies; 
and, let the cause of the war be whaf it 
may, it is our duty to defend our country 
against tbesw enemies. But, it does not 
fpliew, that the country may not have 
other and .even greater eftemies, or, at . 
least, nMif. wicked and worse-desigiimg 
enemies, than the open foreign enemies 
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are^ apd, if so,'they are just objects of as 
great, 'and even greater, hatred. Why do 
we call the French our enemy ? Because 
.they endeavour to do ds ham; and, are* 
we not to consider others aS enemies if they 
endeavour to do uj harm ? We are called 
iipdn to fight against the French, lest they 
should conquer our country, and take fro'in 
us what we have *of liberty; and, if we 
were to see any body else endeavouring 
to eflTect t^e same object against us, should 
we not be called upon to oppose them too ? 

- - T his accusation, thesefore, agaiilst the 

Reforipers, has no sense in it, even sup¬ 
posing it to be founded on a fact. No fact 
is produced as to their feelings about the 
enemies of the country. It is mere asser¬ 
tion ; but, were it not so, it would be ne¬ 
cessary, in order to fix blame upon the 
Reformers,, to show that they wefe unjust 
in their estimate of the degrees of enmity 
towards the country.——These same 
writers have not been backward in charg¬ 
ing the Reformers with enmity towards iiie 
country; indeed, it is done in this very 
sentence*; let them not, therefore, be sur¬ 
prized, if the Reformers should think that 
they also perceive some enemies oi the 
country besides the French. 

American States.- ^The President’s 

Speech, at the opening of the Congress, 
will be (blind in another part of thisNum- 
** her. • It does not announce the intention 
of recommending an Epibargo, for which 
• our armies in Sfiain and Portugal may 
thank him; but,’ it breathes* a spirit of 
^hostility against England, and plainly* indi- 
cates^that measures growing out of such a 
spirit will be adopted. One passage of 
the Speech I beg leave to point out to the 
reader. It is that, in which the President 
informs the Congress, that the Marquis 
Wellesley has signified the design of this 
country not to revoke the Orders irf Coun¬ 
cil, as far as they relate to America, until 
American ships are permitted to take eur 
goods to the ports of the Continent, as 
they were formerly. That is to say, then, 
our government will not suffer the Ame¬ 
ricans to carry their ofyn goods from thetr own 
country to France, unless’Napoleon will per¬ 
mit them to carry our goods to France and 
her dependencies, all the continent being her 
dependencies. This is, as the reader will 
bear in mind, precisely whft I anticipated. 
Napoleon tuners America to hrin^ her 
goods tout; ibut we will not suffer Ame¬ 
rica to carry her goods to France, ^ in short, 
Napoleop leaves the trade bsHween Ame- 

• * s 


rica and England, in .American ships, per¬ 
fectly free; but, we will not suffer any 
trade, in any ships, between Americarand 
France.—Now, on what law, or castom, of 
nations, do we prevent America, a. neutral , 
nation, from carrying tobacco, for in- ' 
stancy, to France, and taking home wineip 
exoliange ? There is no law, no custom, 
amongst nations to authorize this. We 
did it, at first, upon the ground of retalia¬ 
tion : because, we said, that Napo4eon, by 
his Berlin and Miljin Decrees, was doing 
the same with regard to us. But, he haiT 
repealed those decrees, and why ^o we 
continue in^jur coufse ? Why, as^e Pre¬ 
sident tells us, becalise Napoleon will not ^ 
spfler American vessels to carry our goods 
to the ports of the (Jantirteni, in his domi¬ 
nions, or under his contruul! This is, 
surely, the most curious reason that 
ever was • alledged. For, what have 
the Americans to do with the regula¬ 
tions that Napoleon chooses to. establish 
as to the trade in his ports.^ If he were to 
prohibit the introduction of American 
goods, *tbe Americans would -have no. 
gr£uAd of quarrel \j'ith him. Every na¬ 
tion has a right to admit, or not,. any 
§oods into its own ports. The preventing 
of two other independent nations from 
trading with each other is the ground of 
quarrel; and well it may be, for it is just 
tbe same as if one man were to say to aiiy 
two of his neighbours, you shall not deal 
with each other, because one of you is my 
enemy. But, every sovereign has a clear 
right to prohibit the entry of what he 
pleases in his own ports, and this is what 
Buonaparte does. It pleases him to pro¬ 
hibit the entry of English goods and Co¬ 
lonial Produce; and, we call upon the 
Americans to make him admit osar goods 
into his ports, or else we will not permit 
them to carry tlseir goods into his ports. 

In short, vi'e want, it seems to me, to-have 
the benefits of peace and of war at one and 
the same time; a (le$ir«, as to the modesty 
of i^hich there cannot, at any rate, be two 
opinions, whatever men may be disposed 

to ihihk of it’ in other respects.-And is 

this;>is'</i» the way, by which our go-, 
vcrnmdnt expects to remove, or to modify, 
rtie Continental Systepi! Men certainly see * 
with different eyes; for, to .me, this ap¬ 
pears just as likely to produce such an 
effect as the frost that is now benumbing 
my fingers is likely to make other men 
sweat. The Continental System is a thing 
not to be changed onany acco\ttttt it is one 
of 'Napoleon’s modes of warfare; h,e is 
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fighting us with it :* and we may with as 
mi)ch reason expect to see him give uf/ 
his aripy to us as give up the Continental 
System. He is resolved, that England' 
shall no longer trade with tlie Continent, 
^le well knows, tliat her influence there 
‘has always arisen out of that tradei His 
object is to prevent her from having' aTny 
influence there; and, as the means of 
accomplishing this object, he will, it he 
can, and it appears that he can, prevent 
her from enjoying any longer that trade. 
This is a fixed and settled thing. He had 
not die power of cutpng off our trade with 
Ameritci; that was beyond iiis retlch ; he 
could not march his troops into the Ame¬ 
rican*' sea-perts in order to .shut out Eirg- 
lish goods. No : tha': was a thing too 
much for him ; and, that we have, by our 
niea.sures against the Americans, kindly 
caused to he done Jhr him. Amciica was 
open to us though the Continent was .shut; 
and we 'have induced thC Americans to 
shut it themscive.s; and thus to aid, in 
the most effectual manner, ihal, system 
which our gVeat enemy has ado^Hed>s,oiie 

of his modes of warfare.-1 have, for my 

part, no notion, that the Americans wjil 
^otovsar. It would be very inconvenient 
to them, and could do them no good. 
They will, probably, pass some laws that 
shall more elfectually annoy us in the 
way' of trade and commerce ; but, if tli'Cy 
continue to do what they are now doing, 
it will, perhaps, better answer their eiuj. 
They will carry on less external com¬ 
merce than formerly, and they will every 

day want it les.s and less.-It is said, it 

has been urged by some writers in the way 
of complaint against the Americans, that 
they permit the French to capture our 
vessels and carry them to American ports, 
while they will not permit our ships of 
war to go into their ports at all. The 
state of the case is this; the ports of a 
neutral state arc open texthe ships of war 
of all belligerents*; and, if no dispute had 
ever existed between us and America anti 
Napoleon and Aifierica, tly? ships of war 
of both Would have been, at .all times, 
permitted to enter her ports, and^td carry ! 
in their prizes. But, when we passed our 
Order.s in Council and Napoleon his lie- 
crees, America, by way of show' her re¬ 
sentment, prohibited the ships yf war of 
both nations from entering her ports ; de¬ 
claring, at the same time, that the prohi.' 
bition would be taken off as soon as those 
violations of her neutrality should cease. 
The decrees of Napoleon have been re- 


pealcdj and, therefore, to his vessels re¬ 
turns the right of entering the American 
ports with or without prizes; but, we 
have not repealed our Orders in Council^ 
and, for that reason our -right of sending 
ships of war into ih<i„.\merican ports has 
not returned. 'I'heVc is no ptiittaliiy horA. 
The measure is the same towards both 
helligerenls. We find an advantage, 
doubtless, in refusing to repeal our Orders 
in Council; and, if so, we cannot expect 
to enjoy, at the same time, the advantages 
that would attdiid the assenting to such 
repeal. 

Mr. WnixE’s Subscription. -No¬ 

thing is calculated to give greater encou¬ 
ragement to the friends of freedom than 
the meetings, which have taken place in 
behalf of Mr, Finneuty and Mr. White, 
both of whom distinguished themselves 
by' a gallant defence of the rights of the 

press.-Tlie latter, which took place on 

Monday last, roiisisted of about 200 per¬ 
sons, and Was, in all respect', worthy of 
the Chairman, Sir Fraiii is Bard\'it, whom 
we always (isid at his |> 0 't,wheii ihe liner- 
ties ot Eoglishint 11 , winch he seems born 
to defend, c.ili for the exertioti of his abi¬ 
lities. He availed hiiuself ol tills occasion 
to repeat those opinions, wlin h he stated 
with .so much force and effect, during the 
debate, last winter, upon Ex Oll/cio Inlbr- 
mations and ilic coiiduci ot the Aiiorney 
(general, and whii.b opinions are, ihank 
(«od, daily gaining gmund. Indeed, what, • 
comiiaredfo this subject, are ail the discus¬ 
sions about Wars ami commerce? Nay,'*'" 
wbai arc wars and commerce ihem.Selves 
What would complete success in both be, 
ifwe were tiot at liberty ./feeZy to scrutinize 
the conduct of public men.? - Mr. Al¬ 

derman Wood, another true (riend to the 
liberties of his country, was appointed by 
the meeting to be treasurer of the Sub¬ 
scription. Other gentlemen were appointed 
to receive, but I am not in possession of 
their names. I see great .subscriptions for 
the Portuguese, wFio, in my opinion, have, 
all the whole nation put together, not so 
good a..claim upon us as either Mr. Fin- 
nerty or Mr. W'liite. Others may think 
differently; and let them follow their 
taste. As, however, there are not iiktdy 1o 
be, for Mr. White, very many collections 
in the Churches, under the direction of the 
Clergy, it becomes the friends of the free- 
dbm of the press not to neglegt any means 
that they ^ave in their power -t* furihler 
the object of the late Meeting. It must 
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generaUy be of small that considerable | 
subscriptions consist. There is scarcely a 
large town, where there are not Clubs of 
.some sort or other; leading societies,' 
or periodical meeting's ol* some kind. If 
in eacti of these grille v^as subscrjbed 
by‘each niciiiber, the aggregate supj 
would be very considerable; and, vt'hen 
the losses and sutliTrings'of Mr, White are 
considered, 1 cannot help hoping, that 
there willjlie found, ni many,il'noiin all ihe 
large towns,some persons reatfy voluntarily 
to become collectors ot snsns toosmalft j be 
forwar^led singly. At Chirhost.er, at Not- 
lingliam, at (.,’oventry, at Northampton, at 
Norwich, atCbe.ster, at .Sheflield, at Froine, 
at Bath, at Bristol, and at many other 
places, I Anow there are such men; and I 
will not believe, that it is necessary to say 
any more to induce them to use their best 
exertions ni such a cause. 

W“. COBBLTT. 

Utaic I'rtson, Neweatt, Friday, 

December, 1811 . 


mSUiNERS OF WAR. 

Sill ;—The difl’crent matters introduced 
into your very excidlent Paper, are treated 
in su(4) a perspicuous manner, that 1 have 
wished long ago, that such an indepen¬ 
dent and good writer as yon would give 
^ his opinion upon a subject, which has 
yet, 1 tliink. never been presented in its 
true light, and still li<>s iy the dark, though 
* a very interesting, one to the ptfblic at 
large, and to many tamilies in’particular. 

subjetft 1 allude to, is the excimnge j 
of Prikoneis of War, which particulurly 
calls upon our humanity.—What the bulk 
of os know about it, is, that a negociation 
has taken place: at Morlaix, and that the 
result was, (as it has been said) that if 
there was no exebangr, it was intirely to 
be attributed to the French government. 
—If, in impartially investigating this sub- i 
jeet it should appear, that an exchange of 
Prisoners is incompatible wiib the lionour 
and welfare of the Biiiish nation, it 
would give our unfortunate countryilien 
in France the great'consolatiotij that, if 
they sutler, it is for thFir country; an3, 
in this case, there is not one among itiem 
yAio would not he proud ot his sutieriiigs. 
But if, on the contrary, the ex< hange is 
practicable, and not diiiadvantageous, 
then the long injustice coinmitted aj^msi 
our brave sojdiers would appg^r palpable, 
ofir eyes.would be opened,^ajid there 
would be liberal minded persons, wlio in 
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[ Parliament would pl^ad in favour of OOr 
tunfortuiiate exiles, some of whom have 
been peaijy nine years far from their 
home, their families*and busirie^,—We 
have seen by the documents in our news- , 
papers,, published at Mr. M'Kcnzie‘’s re- 
turn,^hvii our Government had consented,^ 
-"»rtt. To exchange according to their 
ranks, the English travellers detained in 
France since 1803.—2dly, To send with¬ 
out exchange, 3,000 F'rench prisrWiers for 
the Hanoverians ^lio capitulated in 
I S03, ami entered* afterwards into the 

British service_3dly, To send witjiout 

exchange, 1^905 Frenchmen coiap^siifg 
the garrison of Cape Francois, who capi- ^ 
tulated to us in 1803, (and who havi'been 
sent to France a few mtmths ago).—4th-y, 

To excfiarige the Spaniards and Portu¬ 
guese against French |>risoneis in this 
country. These terms were mutually 
agreed upon by both governments; and 
when they had .settled the delicate points 
wliich had been in contesf. for so many 
years, it could hardly have been expect- 
e<l tiiat*ihey should not hawe urfderstood 
eai^i fuller upon the mode of evacuation 
ol the Prisoneis.—The plan of evacuation 
proposed fry the Englisti government, was 
to exchange the English first, by sending 
one thousand Frenchmen at once, for an 
eipial nuniher of Pinglisfimen, and so on 
till the cxt'liange of Englishmen was el- 
fecled. Afterwards, the French were to 
take a thousand Spaniards to Cadiz, and 
receive an acknowledgineiit of tlieir re- 
ce|>tjon ; they were then to come to Eng¬ 
land, and carry homo a thotisand French¬ 
men —The French government objeeted 
to our plan from this motive; because, 
when all the English prisoneis should li.ive. 
been returned to their homes, they could 
liave no security for the continuation of 
the exchange, with respect to those 
lAeiicfi prisoneis wfio should then Have 
1 remained in England ; and, besides, in 
i sending the Spaniards Ni Cadiz bj a ihou- 
*santk only at a time, tlie exchange of the 
French prisoners now* in England could 
not liifve^ been terminated in less th.in 
eight‘or nine years; a term, before the • 
expiration of which, there is a great 
pPobabiliiy that o»r Briiish army would ' 
have ()i>iiied Spain and Poiiugal, in which 
ca.i^e the Spaniards and Ponugucse would 
be the su''jects of the Emperor of the 

•French_'I he plan’of the French was 

to exchange the English proportionably 
with the Allies, and to exchange them by 
three thousand at aince; one thousand 
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English and two thousand Spaniards or 
Portuguese, by which means neither go<^ 
Vci‘ani#nt could have any. interest in break¬ 
ing ofili‘ the exchail^e.—Let us see now,* 
then, what has broke the treaty. In 
adopting our owif proposals, one month 
•at least would have been necesssry to 
bring home all our comiirymeu; 
in adopting the plun of the French go¬ 
vernment, three months, only at the most, 
would"bave been necessary for the whole 
exchange of 50,000 prisoners on each side. 
—-Hence then the ^>'nly disadvantage in 
tlii.+ case on our side, would have been, 
(baj^isose of our countrymen who had re¬ 
mained longest in *France, would only 
havtf remained two montlis longer tlsun 
those who had bben exchanged first.— 
Now, Sir, were these terms so hard and 
dishonourable, that it is pi t li rabie to let 
our countrymen repiain iji an eternal cap¬ 
tivity, rather than comply with them ? 
Are the- enormous expcne..s this country 
is at, in maintaining aud keeping 50,000 
French prisoners, a matter of no moment ? 
An expenw amounting to considorably 
more than one million sterling a" year; 
and, would it not be a material advantage 
under our present circumstances, to have 
an army of 50,000 English and Spaniards 
to dispose of in the most essential man¬ 
ner ?—I know, Sir, if you would under¬ 
take this subject it would undergo a pro¬ 
per investigation, and every circumstance 
would be made clear as the day. For 
my part, I cannot possibly see any motive, 
grounded on public good, for preventing 
the exchange from taking place. If you 
are of my opinion, I hope. Sir, that it will 
not be said hereafter, that twenty thousand 
Englishmen, who have shed their blood 
for their country have perished in capti¬ 
vity, without Mr. Cobbett having said a 
word upon the subject.—I have the ho¬ 
nour to he, Sir, Your most obedient servant, 
Candidus.— A/b!?tv«5cr 30tA, 1811. 


LIBJiL LAW, 

Sir ;—I am one of the nigny persons 
who approve of the verdict of NotfGuilty, 
given by a late .Tury on the prosecution 
of Mr. White for a Libel, or, rather, to 
speak more correctly, for a •Seditious 
Libel: for the word Libel alpne (as Sir 
Francis Burdett bas^ in a late very excel¬ 
lent speech, observed,} means nothing 
more than a book, or writing; anti, in the 
proceedings in the Ecclesiastical Courts, 
it means the declaration, or plaint, of the 


plaintiff in the cause. I say, I approve of 
this Verdict, even upon the supposition 
that the writing, for which Mr. White was 
prosecuted, was®really a Seditious and 
Mischievous Pkper, for which the wilful 
puldisher might legally be prosecuted and 
punished ; and I approve it for the Very 
reas'on that seems to have induced the 
Jury to give the verdict of Not Guilty, or 
because Mr. White was not the evil- 
minded, or intentional publisher of it, as 
he is charged to be in the information. 

He therefore, not being guilty of the 
crime of commi.ssion with which he was 
charged in the inlbnnalion, ought not to be 
found guilty of it by the Jury. But it is 
possible that he may have been liable to a 
prosecution for a much smaller oifencr, 
which would have been a crime of omis¬ 
sion, ill neglecting to superintend and ex¬ 
amine the several papers published in his 
Journal, before they were sent to the 
press, in order to prevent the publication 
of any thing of a dangerous and seditious 
tendency, as it was his duty to do, and 
he must be supposed to have undertaken 
to do, when he entered his name in a 
public oifice as a publisher of a news¬ 
paper according to a late act of parlia¬ 
ment. There ought therefore, as J con¬ 
ceive, to be in every information against 
a bookseller, or other person that publishes 
a seditious paper, two or iiiore sepa-^ 
rate charges or counts; the one charging 
him with knowing the contents of the 
paper; and publishing it with a mail- • 
cious intffttt to produce certain mischi cy- 
ous‘'eftects ; the other charging him wiJR^ 
neglecting to examine it and satisfy him¬ 
self that it can have no mischievous ef¬ 
fects, before he publishes or sells it, as a 
bookseller or publisher, ought to do: 
whereby the charges would describe dis¬ 
tinctly the different degrec'i of guilt which 
may possibly have been incurred by the 
publisher; and the Jury would find the 
publisher to be guilty of that particular 
oilence which was charged inthe count to 
which the evidence produced against him 
applied. It seems to me, that it is only 
by this^careful way of stating the charges 
in the informations, that the degree of 
guilt incurred by the publisher can be 
ascertained, and the ends of justice ftijly 
attained. For the guilt of publishing a 
seditious paper admits of a great number 
of (jifferent degrees, and, in soma cases, is 
Ao guilt at .all; as, tor example, in a book¬ 
seller's jitvter, who carries a bundle con¬ 
taining a dozen, or more, copies of a sedl- 

a • • 
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tious paper from one bookseller to another, 
or to a private customer of the former, 
which the porter neither has read nor can 
^nead,*nor in any degree!* knows the con- 
• tents* of them. In tins c&se the porter 
would certainly be;, a publisher of this 
paper; but* yet, I pt-esuine, would b? 
allowed by all the jrorld to be guilty of 
no otFence whatever by so doing. I shall 
be glad to hear your opinion u])on this 
subject.— A Constant Reader.— ;3rd 


AMERICAN ST'aTES. 

• 

President’s Speech to the Congress. 
—Fellow Citizens of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives,—In calling you 
together sooner than a separation from 
your homes would, otherwise have been 
rcijuired, 1 yielded to considerations drawn 
from the posture of our foreign afiitirs; 
and in fixing the present for the time of 
your meeting, regard was had to the pro¬ 
bability ot* farther developements of the 
policy of the belligerent powers towards 
tliis country, which might the more unite 
the national councils in the measures to be 
pursued.—At the close of the last se.'^sion 
of Congress, it was hoped that the suc¬ 
cessive confirmations of the extinction of 
the French decrees, so far asthey violated 
our neutral commerce, wouiil have in- 
^duced the* government of Great Britain to 
repeal* its ordprs in council; and thereby 
authorise a removal of ihe existing ob- 
' structions to her .commerce wiflr the 
li lted States.—Instead of this reasonable 
‘''step towards satisfaction and ft'iendship 
betwedh the two nations, the orders were, 
at a moment when least to have been ex¬ 
pected, put into 7norc vigorotis execution; 
and it was communicated through the 
British Envoy just arrived, that whilst the 
revocation of tlie Edicts of F’ranfce, as of¬ 
ficially .made kiiown to the Britisb Go- 
vcniinent, was denied to have taken place, 
it was an indispensable condition of the re¬ 
peal of the' British Orders, tiat commerce 
shakld be restored to a footing, that would ad¬ 
mit the productions tend manufactures of Gfeat 
Britain, when owned by ntutrals, intg marketj 
shut against them by her ehemy, the United 
States being given to understand, that, in 
the mean time, a continuance of their 
Non-importation Act would lead to mea¬ 
sures of retaliation.—At a later date, it has 
indeed, appeared, that acornmunicaiiqp to 
. the British Government, of frosh evidende 
of the repeal of the French decepes against 

eur neutral trade, was followed by an in- 

» • , 
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timation, that it bad been transmitted 
tk> the British plenipotentiary here, in 
order that it might receive full coniidei%<- 
tionin the depending niiscussions. * This 
communication appears not to have been ' 
received : but the traiisftiission of it hither 
instead of founding on it an actual repeal’ • 
of lb* orders, or assurances that the repeal 
would ensue, will not permit us to rely on 
any effective change in the British Cabi¬ 
net. To be ready to meet with coidiality 
satisfactory proofs ofisuch a change, and 
to proceed, in the m$an time in adapting 
our measures to the views which have bfen 
disclosed through that minister, wiiLl^est 
consult our whole duty.—In the unfriend¬ 
ly .spirit of those disclosures, indenmity 
and redress for other Vvroiigs have con¬ 
tinued to bn withheld ; and our coasts and 
the mouths of our harbours have again 
witnessed scenes, noteless derogatory to 
the dearest of our national rights than 
vexatious to the regular course. of our 
trade.-Among the occurrcuces produced 
by the conduct of Briiish ships of war 
hovewng*on our coasts, was ax eiflrounter 
betwedn one them and the Amcricen fri¬ 
gate commanded by Captain Rodgers, 
rendered unavoidable on the part of the 
latter, by a fire commenced without cau.s^ 
by the former; whose Commander is, 
therefore, alone chargeable with the blood 
unfortunately shed in maintaining the ho¬ 
nour of the American flag. The proceed¬ 
ings of a Court of Enquiry, requested by 
Captain Rodgers, are communicated ; to¬ 
gether with the correspondence relating 
to the occurrence, between the Secretary 
of State and his Britannic Majesty’s Envoy. 
To these are added, the several corre¬ 
spondencies which have passed on the 
subject of the British Orders in Council; 
and to both, the correspondence relating 
to the Floridas, in which Congress will be 
mlidc acquainted with the interposition 
which the Government of Great Britain 
has thought proper ttfmake against the 
procoediiigs of the United States.—The 
justice and fairness which have been 
evinced ootlte part of the United Slates to¬ 
wards Trance, both before and since the 
revocation of her decrees, authorised an 
expectation that her Government would 
have followed up that measure by all siich 
others as%\ere due to our reasonable claims, 
as well as dictated b;^ its amicable profes ¬ 
sions. No proof, hovvever, is yet given of 
an intention to repair tlie other wronp 
done to the United States, and, parlicularly 
to restore the great .amount of American 
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property seized ^nd condemned under 
edicts, which, tbotigh not affecting oqr 
nfeutrsl relations, and therefiure, not en¬ 
tering into questitnts between the United 
States ana other belligerents, were never¬ 
theless founded in such unjust principles, 
'that the reparatioit ought to hav/: been 
prompt and ample.—In addition IR)«ihis 
and other demands of .strict right on that 
nation, the United States have much reason 
to dissatisfied with the rigoioOs and 
unexpected restrictyons to which their 
trade with theFrenth dominions has been 
subjected ; and which, if not discontimicd 
■wijljy^quire at least' corresponding icsti ic- 
tions on importations from France into the 
United States.—On all those subjects ^)ur 
Minister PlenipoVeuliary, i.ileiy sent to 
Paris, has carried with him the necessary' 
instructions ; the result of which will be 
communicated to you ; and'by ascertain¬ 
ing the ulterior policy of the French Go 
vernment towards the United .Staio.s, will 
enable you to adapt to it that of the 
United States towards France.—Our other 
foreign relations remain wiilioiAl uulhvour- 
able changes. With Rusnia, they' are on 
the best footing of friendship. The ports 
of Sweden have afforded proofs of friendly 
dispositions towards our commerce in the 
councils of that nation also. And the in¬ 
formation from our Special Minister to 
Denmark, shews, that the mission had been 
attended with valuable effects, to our 
citizens, whose property had been so ex¬ 
tensively violated and endangered by 
cruisers under the Danish flag.—Under 
the ominous indications which command¬ 
ed attention, it became a duly to exert, 
the means committed to the Executive 
department, in providing for the general 
security. Tlie works of defence on our 
maritime frontier have accordingly been 
prosecuted with an activity leaving little 
to'be added fur the completion of the most 
import,-ml ones; and, a^ particmlaiy suited 
for co-operation In eiiiergeiicies, a portion 
of the gun boats have, in jiarticuirfr ha.- 
bours, been ordered into use. The slops 
of war before in commission, vvith the ad¬ 
dition of a frigate, have been chiefly' em¬ 
ployed, as a cruising guard to the rights 
of our coast; and sucii a disposition'has 
been made of our land iorcit*; as was 
, thought to proniise the services most, ap¬ 
propriate and important. In'this dispo¬ 
sition is included a Wee, consistitig of re¬ 
gulars and militia, embodied in the 
Indiana territory, and marched towards 
oar North Western frontier. This mea¬ 


sure was made requisite by several mur¬ 
ders and depredations committed by 
Indians ; but more , especially by tlie 
menacing preparations and aspect 
combination *of them on the Wabash^ 
un^der the influrn^e ami direction of a 
fanatic of the Siiawancse tribe. With 
these exceptions, the Indian tribes retain 
their peaceable dispositions towards u.s, 
and their usual pursuits.—I must now add, 
that the period is arrived, which claims 
from the legislative guurdians of the na- 
tioii’al rights a system of more ample pro¬ 
visions for maintaining them. Notwith¬ 
standing the scrnpulous justice, the pro¬ 
tracted moderation, and the multiplied 
elii>rt^ on 'the part of the United Slates, to 
substiiule, for the. accumulating dangers 
to the peace of the two countries, all the 
mutual advantages oFrc-estahlished fiiend- 
ship and confidence; we have seen that 
the British Cabinet perseveres, pot only iii 
witliiiolding a remedy' tor other wrongs, 
so long and so loudly calling Cor it, but in 
the executioti, brougbt home to the ihres- 
liold of our teiritoiy, of measures which, 
un(lt;r existing circumstances, have the 
character as well as the efiecl ol war on 
our laviiMi cotvimerce.—W'iih.'hi.s evidenee 
of hostile inffexibility, in tramj^iiig on 
rights which no independent, nation can 
relinquish, Congress will fed the duly of 
putting the United States intruan annour 
and an attitude demanded by the crisis,* 
and corresponding with the national spii it 
and expectations.—I recommend, accord-« 
ingly, thatt adequate provision be made for 
filling the ranks and prolonging the enfi?f^ 
inenis of the regular troops; for auxil¬ 
iary' forr:e, to be engaged lor a niorc 
limited term; for the acceptance of 
volunteer corps, wliose, patriotic ardour 
may court a participation in urgent ser¬ 
vices ; for detachments, as they may be 
wanted, of oiher portions of the miiilia; 
and for such a preparation of the great 
body, as will proportion- its u-sefuiness to 
its intrinsic capacities. Nor can the occa¬ 
sion fail to rein laid you of the importance 
of those military seminaries, which, in 
every event, will' form a valuable and 
frugal part of our military establishment. 
—The manufacture of cannon and small 
arms has proceeded with due success, and 
the slock and resources of ail the neces¬ 
sary munitiq;is are adequate to emergen¬ 
cies. It will not be inexpedient, however, 
'Tor Congress to authorise an enlargement 
of them,.-—Your attention will of.cuurse be 
drawn to such provisions, up the subject 
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of our naval force/ as xday be required for 
the services to which it may ba best 
adapted. I subnift to Congress the sea¬ 
sonableness, also, of an ayihority to aug- 
■ffeiit thc.sTofl.'of such miyerials as are 
imperishable in their nature, or niay not 
at once be atjiainabla-i-jin contemplatiTig 
ihc sccnes which distinguish this nioiiicnt-' 
ous epoch, and estinxiling their claims to 
our attention, it is impossible to overlook 
those developing themselves among the 
great comfliunities which occupy the 
southern portion of our own hemisphere, 
and extend into our neighfiourhood. An 
enlargcd'philanlhropy.and an enlightened 
forecast, concur in imposing on the Na¬ 
tional Councils an obligation to take a 
deep interest in their destinies; to cherish 
reciprocal sentiments of good will ; to re¬ 
gard the progress of events; and not to be 
unprepared for whatever order of things 
may be ultimately established.—Under 
another aspect of our situation, the early 
attention of Congress will be due to the 
expediency of fanlier guards against eva¬ 
sions and infractions cf our commercial 
laws. The practice of smuggling, which 
is odious every where, and particularly 
criminal in free governments, where, 
the laws being made by all for the 
good of*all, a fraud is committed on every 
individual as well as on the Slate, attains 
its utmost guilt, when it blend.-, with a 
pursuit of rgnominioiis gain, a treacherous 
subserviency, rn the transgressors, to a fo¬ 
reign policy adverse to th3l of their, own 
country. It is tben*that the virjuous in- 
ation of |he public should be enab^d 
to maniffst itself, through the regular ani¬ 
madversions of the most competent laws. 
—To secure greater respect to our mercan¬ 
tile flag, and to the honest interests which 
it covers, it is e^fpedient, also, that it be 
made punishable in our citizens to accept 
licences from foreign (iovernments, fsr a 
trade unlawfully intcrdictciP by them to 
other American citizens ; or to trade 
under false cidours orpapersof any sort,— 
A prjihibilion is equally called for against 
the acceptance, by our cit*zens, ol speciql 
licences, to be used ii^ a»trade with the 
United States; and against the admission 
into particular.ports of the United Slates, 
of vjessels from foreign ^counlries, autho¬ 
rised to trade with part'ciilar ports only. 
—Allhoiigli other subjects will press more 
immediately on your deliberations, a por¬ 
tion of them cannot but be well bestowed, 
on the jusi and'sound policy of securing to 
«ur manuPactures the sucews they have 


attained, and are still attaining, in some 
degree, under the imphlse of causes not 
p4nnanent; and to our navigation, the fiyr 
xient of wRich it is at present abridged, 
y the unequal regulations of foreign go¬ 
vernments..—Besides the/casonableness of 
saving our manufacturers from sacrifices, 
whict^ % change of circumstances might 
bring on them, the national interest re¬ 
quires, that, with respect to such articles, 
at least, as belong to our defence ai^d our 
primafy w ants, we should not be left in 
unnccesary dependence on external sup¬ 
plies. And whilst foreign governments 
adhere to the existing discriminationS*m 
their ports ag&inst our> navigation, aRS 4n 
equality or lesser discrimination is enjoyed 
by Iheir navigation in oqr ports, the e&ect 
cannot be mistaken, because it has been 
seriously felt by our shipping interests; 
and in proporJ:ion as this takes place, the 
advantages of an indepmident conveyance 
of our products to foreign markets, and of 
a growing body of mariners, trained by 
their occupaitions for the service of their 
countrv'iiv times of danger, must dimi¬ 
nished. , Tlfe receipts into the Treasury, 
during the year ending on the 30th of» 
September last, have exceeded thirteen 
millions and an half of dollars: and have 
enabled ns to defray the current expencts, 
including the interest on the public debt, 
and to reimburse more than five millions 
ofdTillars of the principal, vvil bout recur¬ 
ring to the loan authorised by the act of 
the last session. The temporary loan ob- 
taimcl in the latter end oi' the year 1810 
has also been reimbursed, and is not in¬ 
cluded in that amount.—The decrease of 
revenue, arising from the situation of our 
commerce and the extraordinary expences 
which have, and may become necessary, 
must be taken into view, in making com¬ 
mensurate provisions for the ensuing year. 
And 1 recommend to your consideration 
the propriety of ensuring a sufficiency of 
annual revenue, at* least^o defray the or¬ 
dinary expcnccs of government, and to 
pay tffe interest on the public debt, in¬ 
cluding on*new loans which maj' be 
authorised.* I cannot close this communi¬ 
cation without expressing my deep sense 
of the crisis in which you arc assembled, 
my confidence in a wise and honourable 
result to your deliberations, and assurances 
of the faithful zeal with which my co¬ 
operating duties will be discharged ; in¬ 
voking, at the same time, the blessing of 
Heaven on our beloved country, and on 
all the means that may be employed im 
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vindicating its rights and advancing its 
welfare. , (Signed) James Maoisun. 
Wuthinpon, Navt 5, 1811. f 

__ # 

'■ • o 

' . IRISH CATHOLICS. 

. (Concluded from p. 704.J 
Committee so proposed to be formed; 
and that the said Edward Sheridan fhen 
there, with force and arms, knowingly, 
wilfully, and unlawfully, was one of the 
persons so assembled, and then and there 
acted as Chitirman^of the said Meeting, 
and then and there, as such Chairman, 
pivposed as a question to the said Meeting 
wfctflher the said Thomas Kirwan should 
be so appointed or not, and on the said 
question bfcing put, the said Thomas 
Kirwan was tiicn and there so appointed 
by the said persons as aforesaid ; and so 
the said Jurors say that the said Edward 
Sheridan in manner aforesaid then and 
there acted at and in the said appointment 
to the great encouragemeftt of riot, tumult, 
and disorder, to the evil example of all 
others^in the like case ofl'endipg, against 
the peace of our said Lord the his 

Crown and Dignity, and against the form 
of the Statute in that case made and pro¬ 
vided.—And the said Jurors of our said 
I.ord the King further present and say, 
that Edward Sheridan aforesaid, so being 
a person professing the Homan Catholic 
Religion, together with divers otliet* ill 
disposed persons professing the Roman 
Catholic Religion, on the .'list day of July, 
in the year of our Lord 1811, at Liffby- 
street, in the county of the city of Dublin, 
met, and assembled themselves together 
for the purpose of appointing five persons 
loact as Representatives of all the inhabi¬ 
tants professing the Roman Catholic Reli¬ 
gion of and in a certain district there 
situate, commonly called the Parish of 
J^int Mary, in a Committee of Persons 
professing the Roman Catholic Religion, 
to be thereafter, held; and to exercise a 
right and authority to represent the Inha¬ 
bitants of Ireland professing the Roman 
Catholic Religion, under ipretent;e of pre¬ 
paring Petitions to both Houses of Parlia- 
meiit, for the Repeal of all Laws remain-, 
ing in force in Ireland, by means whereof 
any person professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion is subject to any disability by rea¬ 
son of his religious tenets, and of thereby 
procuring an alteration of the said matters 
■o established by Law; and that at and in 
the said Meeting, so then and there held, 
one Thomas Kirwan^ then and there, 


being a person p'lvfessiqg the Roman Ca¬ 
tholic. Religion, was then and these unlaw- ^ 
fully appointed by thp said persons so ' 
then and there assembled, to act as one of 
the Represcntafives of the said Inhabitants^ 
of the said District in the said Committe^iP 
to be so thereafter held as last aforesaid; and 
.that the said Ed^fd Sheridan, then and 
there, with force and arms, knowingly, wil¬ 
fully, and unlawfully,wasoneofthe persons 
so then and there unlawfully assembled, and 
then and there acted as Chairman of said 
Meeting, and then andtbere,assuch Chair¬ 
man, proposed as a question to the said 
Meeting, whether the said Tiiomas Kirwan 
.should be so appointed or not, and, on the 
said question being so put, the said Thomas 
Kirwan was then and there so appointed 
by the said persons as last aforesaid, and 
so the said Jurors say that the said Edward 
Sheridan, in manner last aforesaid, then 
and there acted at and in the said appoint¬ 
ment last mentioned, to the great encou¬ 
ragement of riot, tumult and disorder, to 
the evil example of all others in the like 
case otlending, against the peace of our 
said Lord the King, his Crown ifnd Dignity, 
and against the form of the Statute in that 
case made and provided. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. " 

SfAiN. - - French Dispatches, —• Marshal 

Count Sachet’s Account of tl/e Battle and 
Capture of Saguntum, 26 Oct, Itil I. ** 

MoNSEiGNEua—Your Serene Highness 
has been informed, by my preceding reS 
pmts, of the difficulties eiicounteret^^ 
forming our approaches befoVe SaguntmnT 
in consequence of the nature of the groubd. 
We succeeded, hovyever, afte^ twenty 
days labour and fatigue, in making a 
practicable breach ; but during. this pe¬ 
riod General Blake bad time to summon 
to (lis aid Mabi, General in Chief of the 
Army of Mtircia, with the whole of the 
force which the insurgents had disposable, 
amounting to 6/)0U men.—The division 
called thst of Alhuera, under the orders 
of Lardizabal‘'and Zayas, joined to'the 
divisions of Villa Campo and .Obispo, 
commanded by O’Donnel and Miranda, 
forming the army of Valencia, united 
with the guerillas, composed a corps of 
20,000 infantry and 3,000 cav.aliy. On 
the 24th of October this corps advanced, 
and took post on tiie heights of Puch, sup¬ 
porting its right on the sea, flabked by the 
English >.fleet, and its 16ft resting upon 
Livia.* oBlake perceiving that' Saguntum 
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•was oa the- pqinyt of jjliUing, and that the 
battery of eight 24-pounders which I had 
constructed, woqld soon decide its fate, 
marched up to me to give battle and 
^ oblig'e me to raise the sfege. I directed 
Generals Balathier and Bronikowski, with 
■ix battalions to sentinue the blocbade 
.and’the works of thesifege of Saguntum,; 
General Compere,,with fifteen hundred 
men, observed the road of Segorbe, and 
served as a reserve to the troops of Ge¬ 
neral Chlo^iski and Robert, destined by 
the defile which leads from Giletto Be^tera, 
and to occupy my right.—i—The next day, 
on the .£5th, at seven in the morning, 1 
reconnoitred the enemy. The heights of 
Puch, and those which covered the road 
to Betera, were defended by artillery and 
infantry. At eight o’clock my sharp¬ 
shooters were briskly driven back, and 
from that moment I was convinced that I 
had to contend with far different troops 
from those of Valencia. Some strong co¬ 
lumns outflanked me on my left, under 
the protection of some English vessels, the 
enemy’s troops filled the village of Puzol, 
which I trad quitted; 0,000 men attacked 
my right, which were full a league from 
me. Finding myself thus outflanked on 
both sides,*l formed a determination to 
penetrate the centre of the enemy. 
Scarcely had I quitted a height, which 1 
considered converiietit to favour my at* 
^.tack, whan 1,000 cavalry, and 6,000 in¬ 
fantry*, came jto occupy it in my place. 
The hussars of the 4th charged with va- 
* lour, and though 4hree times repulsed, 
r^urned again to the charge.* The^tire 
of nine 24-pounder8, which were battering 
ift breath at Saguntura, could not repress 
the enthusiasm of the garrison of Sa- 
guntum, which observing a movement in 
their view in which they believed they 
might soon take a part, went so far as to 
throw their caps into the air, ani^ cry, 
“ Come on to victory !” This first effect 
was checked by our infantry, which ar¬ 
rived in columns on the line of battle. I 
ordered Gefl. Harispe to attack the enemy. 
He’advanced with Gen. Paris at the head 
of the 7th of the linej^thg 116th, and *3d 
of the Vistula, coming^ after wil;h theie 
afms on the rest, deployed under a heavy 
fire of grape and musketry, like troops 
accustomed to conquer. The brave 7th 
' carried the breast work with the bayonet, 
repulsed the enemy and ptirsued them. 
Our ■ artillery occupied the breast-work, 
. but th'^ enemy returned to she charge. 
Odr artillrrynieii were surrotinded and 


sabred. Gen. Boussart.St, George, chief 
of a squadron, at the head of the J3fh' 
jfcuirassiers, vigorously charged 1,500 jca- 
valry, which General Caro, brother* of 
I’Rotnana, brought up \^ith great resolution, 
j The conflict was long, but the f alour of , 
the, hussars and cuirassiers triumphed, 

The field-Marshals Caro, Governor of* 
Vil^ncia, and Almoyer, who came from 
i Cadiz, were wounded and made prisoners 
I by Quarter-Masters Bazin and Vachelot, 
of the hussars. Six pieces of canno'n were 
taken.—During this*time the enemy was , 
making some progress on the left; some 
pickets of our cavalry were obliged tcefall 
back by the’ Spanish cavalry. General 
'Palombini, at the head of four battalions, • 
received them with the greatest coofness; 
the 2nd light, and the 4th of the line, 
Italians, by a well served fire, repulsed the 
charge, and, covered the field of baitle 
with dead bodies. Iik directing the divi¬ 
sion of General Harispe to the centre, I 
ordered Generjfl Habert to move Vith bis 
corps upon the great road; and to lake 
possessioji of Puzol. He had in front the 
divi^ibp of* Albuera; he cau:^ed it to be 
charged first by two battalions of the fifth 
light infantry; a very brisk cannonade 
was kept up on both sides; General Mont- 
marie, With the 16th of the line, supported 
the 5th; the action was maintained with 
great slaughter; the enemy defended 
themselves in the bouses of Puzol, through 
the windows, and from the roofs ; a body 
of Spanish cavalry .shewed an inclination 
to turn our troops, and to advance by the 
great road of Valencia. The General of 
Cavalry, Debort, received orders to over¬ 
throw the enemy with the 24th dragoons ; 
be executedtbisoperation with the greatest 
valour, and drove back the enemy beyond 
the Albalate, without sufferirig himself to 
be impeded by the fire of some battalions 
which were placed in ambush; he tqok 
on the road one howitzer, one 4-pounder,. 
and KO artillery men. , Nevertheless, the 
enemy, though tar outflanked, defended 
(hemtSelves still in Puzol, and had not 
abandoned the* heights *of Puch ; the 16th 
of the line vigorously charged them from* 
street tq street sword in hand ; the 5th 
ligfit infantry succeeded in surrounding 
700 of the Walloon Guards, and made them 
lay dowfl their arms.—Genera] Chiopiski, 
to whom I had entrusted the command on 
my right, very seasoyably perceived that 
h was of consequence not’ to suffer him¬ 
self to be outflanked. He ordered Gene¬ 
ral Robert to attack and follow* up the 
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iroops of Obispo and Miranda. ~This 
General executed 'with success several 
chsjrges of infantny : the 114th and the J stl 
of the,Vistula fought well, avtd lost no 
time in repulsing ine enemy. After this 
General VJhlopiski, with the 44lb, and the 
pragoons Napoleon, came to take a glpri- 
ous share in the success of the centre. 
The Colonel of Dragoons, Schiarett'.'at 
the head of his brave regiment, broke 
through three battalions of the enemy, 
and made 800 prisoners.—From this mo 
ment the hussars, tb/r cuirassiers and the 
Dragoons Napoleon, found themselves on 
the.*same field of butMe. They overthrew 
all ‘tlfe corps of cavaly tlfat presented 
themselves, broke all the squares which* 
the enemy endeavoured to form ; and for 
the space of two leagues covered the 
ground with arms and dead bodies, and 
made 2,0()() prisoners, amongst whom are 
150 f>llicers. Genwals Haii.spe, Bousart, 
and Chlopiski, pressed hard upon the 
enemy,‘by my orders, without iiitermi.s- 
ston. Nevertheless the enemy contrived 
to form, again behind Betera, by.fhe favor 
of a deep ravine. VVe. werfe impeded 
some time, the infantry not having been 
able, to keep up with the rapid movements 
of the cavalry. As soon as the infantry ar¬ 
rived, the enemy no longer looked for 
safety but in flight.^—1 liad allowed some 
rest to the troops of Generals Hubert and 
Paloinbini; I now ordered the latfet to 
pass in the plain the village and the 
heights of Ptich with his Italians, and the 
3rd of the Vistula, whilst General Hubert 
was to attack the heights of Puch, which 
was defended by Blake himself, with his 
reserve, and five pieces of cannon. The 
■Chief of Battalion, Passelar, with a b'ltia- 
lion of the 1 l7th, arrived first on the ridge 
svhich the enemy occupied, whilst Gen. 
Montinarie forceil it on the left: the 
«i\6my fled in disorder, the five (lieces of 
cannon ivcre taken, and it Vas under the 
protection of the^EuglKh ships that these 
troops sought shelter. At this period the 
English fleet, which, since morning, had 
approached to take part in>lbe baple, exe¬ 
cuted, at the same moment, with its allies, 
its retreat toward.s Grao de Vjtlencia.— 
The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners exceeds 6,500 men ; on our 
side we have 128 killed and 5!>6'wounded, 
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according (o the jlt^ornpanying returns. 
Amongst the latter are General Pattis, who 
had his leg pierced by a,hall ; the Chief 
of Squadron, Bar.be, of the 4th hus.sars, 
who was wounded in the arm, the AideS^, 
de-camp, Peridon, of General Harispe; * 
Bram], of General Htijbert. The young 
Debilly, Aid de-Caltnp of General Mhnt- 
inarie, had his arm shoj off: he is a brave 
officer, for whom I shall solicit the favour 
of his Majesty the Emperor; M. Tro- 
quereau, .Aide-de-camp of General Paris, 
was severely wounded. I was myself in 
like manner struck by a ball in the shoulder. 
General Montmarie received raaiiy con¬ 
tusions, and had several bullets through 
his clothes, (leneral Harispe had two 
horses shot under him. Colonels Chris-, 
tophe and Meselop had also their horses 
shot under them. The brave Colonel 
Gudin, of the I6lh of the line, although 
very severely wounded, wished not to quit 
the head of the regiment. All.the troops 
of the army. Monseigneur, rivalled each 
other in the endeavour which should best 
serve his Majesty on this day; they 
fought for seven hours, and followed up 
their victory to the close of night. I have 
been particularly satisfied with the inces¬ 
sant zeal with which my Aides de-Camp 
and my .Stall have served.—1 shall <not go 
at any length into particular panegyrics 
upon the conduct of the iroops. I believe 
J have said enough on this heat! to your, 
Serene Highness, w'lien I detailed what 
they had done ob' the field of battle. The 
result Is, the victory of ^aguntultl places 
in the pot\er of the Emperor 4,639 pfi-' 
sonefs, of whom 230 are Ufliters, 40 Co?*" 
lonels or Lieutenant O.tlonel'i, twio Field 
Mai'.slials, l(i jjiecis of artillery, eight 
caissons, 4,200 English rmiskBts, and four - 
stand of colours.—J have the honour to 
transmit to your Highness a list, by name, 
td ihtj officers prisoners, and an aggregate 
.statement, by regiments, of subaltern of¬ 
ficers and privates.— I beseech your High¬ 
ness to call the attention and goodness of 
his Maje.sty to the Officers in vi'hose favour 
1 solicit rewards. I am assured, Mon- 
selgneur, that ^fiey have rendered them- 
jselves jvorthy of them.—1 am. with re¬ 
spect, &c. — Count SucHET, Marshal of 
the Empire .—Cahip at Muniedro, Vci. 26. 

(To Lx contimted.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American States. -^The Speech, or 

rather Message of the Americao Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. James Madison, h^s been the 
object of much attentioiP here, and*the 
subject,of much observation. That it 
should have excited more than ordinary 
interest is not at all to be wondered at; 
and. whatever else may be the consequence 
of (he present dispute with that country, 
one conseqttencp. is already apparent, 
namely, that our government and our 
public writers no longer seem to think 
America an object of contempt. I was 
always of opinion, that we ought to be 
partnularlj* attentive to observe all the 
forms of respectful demeanour t<)ward.s her 
government; and I a hundred time.s 
dwelt on the propriety of sending out as 
ministers to America men equal in 
point of dipdoinatic rank and public cha¬ 
racter *0 any whom we sent to the first 
courts in Europe, seeing that her govern¬ 
ment alway.s sent hither imn selected 
l[rom amougst her most distinguished ci- 
Viaens.» Our conduct has been just the 
reverse We have invagahly sent men 
wf inferior note; aijd the whole <Jf our 
demeanour towards her government seems 
loliave been marked with studied sllf'hl, 

not to *ty conteinpi. -The time is now 

Cttine, how'. ver, when we, by the whole 
of our laiiguiiLie, show, that, at bottom, 
we. do not dcs he. America ; we discover, 
in all we say, that, howi ver great our dis¬ 
like may be. theie is no longer much con¬ 
tempt remaming. Of this 1 am very §lad, 
and I hope that our conduct will corres¬ 
pond with ibc.se feelings; and that we 
arc not doomvd to see every country upon 
earlb, where Inedotnexists, armed against 
Entrl md. 1 am for makitm no degradiifg 
concessions to America^ Lam for^Iving_ 
ulp to her not one particlP of the rights of 
England ; but I deprecate any measure 
lending to goad her into a war against us, 
and, in which war her government would 
have all the people heartily, on its side. 
——After this preface 1 shall proceed^fo j 
ofteT some ohs^arvations upon certain com-* 
laentahes^that have been madejupoii the 


—A—:- [7SS. 

Pre%itlent’s Message, in our public prints. 

■ ■ First, as to the tiyle and composition, 
upon which I should have said nqthing at 
ail, had I not cast my eye upon tBe fol¬ 
lowing criticism in the Times news-paper. 

-We cannot help, before we con- 

" ciude, bestowing a,word ortwo upon 
“ the style and contpq^tion of tbisHocu- 
‘f ment. It is barbarous beyond all con- 
*' ception. Such jargon was never before 
" put together, instead of language, in any 
''oSiciai paper whatever; except, per- 
“ haps, it were in those of the Wabash 
“ and Shawanese savages spoken of by 
“ the President. There was a dispute soma 
" time ago between Mr. Smith and a man 
“ of the name of Calvin, respecting the 
“ right of authorship to the former State- 
“ Pa^srs of (America. Neithertif' them, wo 
“ appreliend, will claim the present as 
“ tl^eir production, We do not mean, 

“ however, to give this subject more 
“ weight than it deserves. We know 
" that the most illiterate man may be a 
" sag'dciuus politician and a firm p-atriot; 

" bat yet, in the present enlightened state 
“ of the world, it is hardly conceivable 
“ that the chief officer of a large nation, 

" could neither by hihiself or a substitute 
" convey his thoughts in proper and cor- 
“ rect terms. Our copy is extracted front 

“ the American official paper."-^To 

remark on such flippant trash as this may 
seem quite uimecessary ; but, it becomes 
those writers who disapprove of it to 
show, that ad the people in England are 
not of this writer's taste. When the Ame- 
I ictftas see, if they ever should see, this 
criticism on their Pjesident’s Speech, what 
must be their contempt Tor the critic and 
for a [Miblic that would seem to tolerate 
him! In tliis st^ort para’graph of criticism 
on style *aqd composition, there is, as the 
reader will see, no less than three gramma~ 
lical errors, and one instance of the most 
grosS and stupid tautology. To be sure, ^ 
these are not rare, in this print and some 
others; but^ when a man was finding fault 
of the style and composition of another, 
we niSy well suppose, that be himself 
would have taken care to be grammati- 
I cally correct at least, if his igoonmee bad 
IBs 
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not been an over-malcli for his care. Bui, 
if'this criticism does not discover much 
judgment and literary correctness, it (|oes| 
wbtt it*is full as useful for the .Amci icans 


whtt lies tull as useful tor tne^moricans iiuwou ^ . . 
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the patriotism of till nation; and then his 
meanin!:* is only nonsense; for, whj\f nati6n 
does not lore itself better than ae^ other 
nation ?_The as .aiianl oi Mr. Madison 
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malignity. They will readily conclude, 
that they have little to apprehend from 
Jtiose, who are driven to assaults of this 
nature.——Let us now come to the titsKer 
of the Message. It has been objected to 
it generally,that it is not decistVe; that the 
Presideot dots not, in short, declare, at 
once, for one or the o/Afr of the two bellige¬ 
rent powers; and thht he makes America 
a m^re machine dependent upon the con- 
duc^otlhose belligerents —^Perhaps the 
best answer to this w'ould be, Ibat this is. 
the policy which America has pursued for 
the last twenty yeirs, and by the means 
of which her peojde have been free and 
happy; that they have had no fleets and 
armies to maintain, that they'have had no 
increase of paupers, no depreciated paper 
money, t»o suspensions of the Habeas C#)r- 
pus, or Personal Safety Act. This would, 

I think, be a pretty good answer; but, 
what is uie.ant by making Anvu'icata jwa- 
chinef She is a machine, it is said,bec'dusc 
her measures are to depend upon the con¬ 
duct of the belligerents. Upon rvhal 
else, however, ought her measures to de¬ 
pend ? If they act justly towards her, 
she will not go to war; if they do not, 
she will go to war.—->^But, it is said, that 
the President follows the “ narrow selfish 
•• policy of all his predecessors, whose 
patriotism is base and sordid, and conse- 
queiiily, a self-destroying principle.” 
Now, really, I have never seen any thing 
to justify these observations. If, indeed, 
Mr. Madison had, while he was out of 
office, called for a reform, of abases, and, 
the moment he got in, had taken care to 
fix himself and all his relations upon the 
people's purse for life or for two or three 
generations, under the title of sinecure 
placemen and pen.sionei-s ; if it had been 
the custom in America tor each succeed¬ 
ing President and his party to fasten them¬ 
selves, their relations and dependents, 
down to their very footmen, upon the 
people ; then, indeed, 1 should* be: ready 
to agree with this writer, that ^heir pa¬ 
triotism is base and ‘\sx}rdid,” and that if 
it be not “ self-destroying,” it, .at least, 
ought to be so; but never having seen any 
proof of the facts, 1 cannot allw that the 
charge is just.——Ilf is possible, however, 
that this writer might not mean to allude 
to individual patriotism. He might mean 


vances; for hfe says, that “ it has .long 
« bpeii a settled majtiyi of our wisest and 
*'best writers, that* we are scarcely‘lew 
" iiYteresied in the social order and happi- 
“ ness of the world a{ large, than in that 
“ of our own community.” And hence he 
infers, that the Americans ought to take 
a part with bne of the belligerents; and, 
of dourse, with England. —But, does 
not this writer allow, that the ,Ameri¬ 
can President has some reason to doubt 
of the maxims of these “ wisest and best 
“ writers ?” Mr. Madison has some little 
experience to guide him in this particular. 
He has seen England, urged, goaded on, 
by these " wisest and best writers,” to a 
twenty year's war lor ‘‘ social order,” and, 
perhaps, be does not feel very.much en¬ 
couraged by her success; and he may 
moreover, think that what wa mean by 
best writers, is, best paid writers, of whose 
speculations and predictions ho has long 
witnessed the folly and the* falsehood. 
With this experience before him, Mr. 
Madison might, surely, be permitted to 
doubt of the soundness of the ma:i;.ims of 
these “.our wise.st and best writers; or, 
at least, he might be excused for hesitating 
to plunge his country into warj. upon ihe^ 
strength of such authority.—-Having, 
as he appears to^uppose, thus cleared the 
ground, this writer (who, I dare say, num-. 
hers himself amongst our wisest and b est) 
conVes, at once, to his great point j iiamPIJ^ 
to show, that the Americans muit talie 
one sijle or the oilier, and that ours is the 
side, which the President ought to have 
unetjuivocally espoused,, Let us first take 
the passage at full length, and then exa¬ 
mine its contents. — “ Mr, Madison 
“ ou^lit to have fairly stated to his fellow- 
" citizens the nature and extent of the pre- 
“ sent contest. He ought to have told 
“them, th,at it must eventually involve 
“ themselves. He ought to have instruct- 
“ -sd them, that duty, and honour, and 
“ even-prudench urged their taking a side 
t' atonie, rather than remaining to he the 
« sport of the victor. In making their 
“ choice, he should have placed before 
“ them the two pictures, so very unlike in 
“ feature. On the one side, a self-created 
“ Emperor,~the sworn foe of all pollti- 
*•' ckl liberty,—openly ainpng to be the 
“ despot ot the whole eartb,— supported 
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** by a niHilary.sj’stqjiii entirely incompa- 
*' tible nvith tlie existence of civil ri^^hts, 
invailfhg, ann«;\ing, subverting, annihi- 
" lating free and independent Govern- 
ments, the friends and allies of America, 

“ wrlhout pretext, or the formality of ex- 
*' cuse,^—fraudulenV,* equivocatitrg, mpa- 
“ cious low*^ards allied; to enemies, bar- 
“ barous and perficlious beyond example. 

" On the other side, he should have faith- 
*' fully pourtrayed that country from 
'■ which America has drawn, as from a 
" mother's breast, every thing of value 
"that she possesses,—life spirit of* civil 
" liberty and religious toleration,—the 
" precious writings in the English lan- 
" gnage, the salutary law's, the [iroud ex- 
" amplcs, the very blood itself of our com- 
" mon ancestors. That country, he should 
" have said (whatever be her errors), is 
" now heroically contending in a more 
“ glorious cause than the page of history 
" records; she has slaked her existence 
" upon its event; and if she fall, liberty 
" and natibnal independence cannot for a 
“ moment survive. Upon such grounds 
" as these it is, that the United States 
“ should have been called to make their 
" election. If the democratical repub- 
" licans w«re still attracted by the gaudy 
" foriA of an insolent despotism, they 
" should at least have acted with their 
" eyes open; their leader should not have 
" abused* his authority to mislead or to 
"• de(?eive them. The narrow polic}' 
" which I have describad as common to 
" the generality of. American Statesmen, 
‘j^does not indeed exactly tall^ with Mr. 
" Madisoif's professions. He lays claim 
"to an enlarged philanthropy,” and- 
" " an enlightened forecast.” It has un- 
" fortunately happened of late years, that 
" the most sacred terms have been so 
" wretchedly perverted, as to become sus- 
" picious in their very sound. Enlarged 
“ philanthropy! Does this express the 
" feelings with which Mr. Madison con- 
" templates the accursed devastation of 
" Spain arid Portugal ? Is it meant to im- 
"Iriy that new species of honour, which 
" he has gained by the giagnaniraous'an- 
" nexation of the Sjbanish territory (ttje 
"forts excepted) of Florida Does it 
" serve to explain his passive acquics- 
"*cence in the subversion of the free com- 
*<. mercial 8tate.s of Tuscany, Genoa, Hol- 
" land, Hamburgh, Lubeci ? Is it the 
" Napoleon code,—the consefiption Jaws, 
" —the liberty of the press iji France,— 
*j;or, is it the cootiaertal system, 


"with its burnings, its confiscations, its 
" capital punishments for the horriSle 
i" crime of smuggling ? Js any one, or are 
" all thesa together, I sny, the frue’ob* 
“ jects of Mr. Madis<lh’s enlarged *ph'ilan- 
" thropy ? If so, God defenil country 
“in all ages from tliS government of a 
" philanthropist! As to his enlightened 
“forecast, it is a quality, according to his 
" own description of its cllects, which I 
“ apprehend no other Statesman will very 
“ greatly envy; lor it appears, \hal all 
" which Mr. Madiron is enabled to do by, 
“ this rare and peculiar faculty, is " to re- 
" gard the progress pf events,” and to be 
" notwholly*uriprep!\red for " wha£ev«ror- 
“ der of things may be ultimately establish- 

"’•ed.”-Now, as to the first poinf, upon 

what does this writer ground his assertion, 
that the President should have told his fel¬ 
low-citizens, that the contest musteventual- 
ly involve tlicmselvc.®;'; and that they must 
eithertake aside at onco,orfinally become 
tl?e sport of tile victor ? Upon what does 
this wisest writer ground ’this assertion f 
The President has seen the progress of the 
cogttst; be has had twentjt years expe¬ 
rience of it; he has seen it suspended by a 
treaty of peace and amity; and he hasnot 
seen, that America was, at any time, likely 
to become the sport of the victor. Besides, 
does this writer pretend, that there would 
be any danger to America if England 
should be the victor? Ah! That is a pinch¬ 
ing question; for, if he says, that there 
would, in that case^bc danger to America, 
he proclaims beforehand, that England 
only wants the power to do America mis¬ 
chief, and, of course, suggests a most po* 
tent argument against America's adding to 
that power; and, if he says, that there ia 
no such danger, and that America has 
only to dread the victory of France, he 
does, in fact, tell her that she is in no 
danger unless England be subdued; and, 
as he will not allow any one to believe in 
the possibility of this, there can be no 
danger at all to America from the result 
of the contest. The President, however, 
in judging of what wufild be the treatment 
of America by France or England in tha 
case df^ne or the other becoming the de¬ 
cided victor, must be ruled by what she 
has hitherto experitHced at the hands of 
each power; and, if he be of opinion, that 
the treatinent at the hands of England ba 
worse than that at the hands of France, hC 
willj of course, have'as much dread of tha 
preponderance of the former as of that trf 
the latter: he vtili, I tika 
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" the evidence of facts” in preference to of Austria, who was'*^o lo^g our *'august 
thd asseriioDs of -our wisest and best *'ally,”.not only leaving us, but actualljr 
"writers.” If England, he will naturally j giving his daughter in pjarriage^to our* 
say,*doel ail the things which*we com- enemy, w'hat is Mr. Madison to think? 
plain of'so bitterly; •if she now does those *Wben he sees fhe*Emperor of Russia, late. 

• , things, having so mighty an enemy to our " inagnaniiilous ally,” join with •our 
cope with; what wHl she do, if she shoujd enemy in calling upw^ us to give up our 
<»nce completely become the victor.over pivetensions and resttire peace'to Europe, 
that enemy? What will she do, when'rfil what is Mr. Madistin ,to think? Surely, 
her fleets and her armies shall return under such circumstances, he might be 
home triumphant from the seas and coun- excused for not pronouncing any distinct 

tries of Europe ?-Rut, this wTiter leljs sentiment in favour of our cause. I am 

fis what the President should have told aware^ indeeSi, of the maxim, that no evi- 
his fellow citizens as to the nature of the dence whatever, •whether presumptive or 
cause, in which we arje engaged, and as to positive, that makes against us, is, to be 
the (Ufference in tlie .character and con- looked upon a.s worth a straw ; that every 
« duct of us and our enemy; and, of course, > thing said in our favour is to be set down 
the Resident was to draw us in tlve as true, and every thing against us ai 
shape of angels while he drew our enemy false; but, I humbly presume, that this 

in the shape of a devil,-One reason for maxim, in its operative cflect, does not 

the President not doing this might be his extend so far as the American .States, 
having seen, that our cause * has been and, therefore, the President could not 
abandoned by all those who were our al- be reasonably expected to act upon it. — 
lies at the out-set. He haf seen on osr Besides the above-mentioned circum- 
side the king of Prussia, the emperor of stances, had the President seen nothing in 
Russia, the emperor of Austria, and many our own conduct to make him hesitate in 
others, wTio have not only left us toftpr- pronouncing an eulogium upon oilr cause ? 
selves, but who have actually joine^d the In sliort, could he well know,' what that 
French against us. He saw, indeed, onf cause was T If he had asked, could any of 
Royal House, in possession of a part of its " our wisest and best writers’^ have told 
dominions, remain our allies at the price him what it was ? If these wise and'good 
of a subsidy of ^OO.OOO/. a year; I mean hirelings had been shipped off to America 
the court of Sicily; but, of this court he- to remonstrate with him upon the subject 
has HOW seen our writers openly and with in the strain of this writer, and to prevail , 
impunity recommend the expulsion, upon upon him to eulogize our cause to bis 
the ground that they too were secretly at- fellow citizens, he might have been rea- 
tached to our enemy; *a recommendation sonabiy expected to address them* thus: • 
which he does not know but he may see ‘ Before I 'consent to your wishes, be ao ^ 
acted upon. Surely, after having seen all * goo9. Sirs, as to tell me whatf this cause 
this, the President might well hesitate be- ‘ of yours really is; for, as 1 have “to ad r 
fore he pronounced any very decisive • dress myself to a people who are not to 
opinion as to the nature of our cause j for, ‘ be easily cajoled, I cannot think of 
of that cause who were so likely to un* ' grounding any opinion ■ of mine upon 
derstand all the merits and the bearings ' loose and unproved assertion. Now, Sirs, 
as those who had actually taken part in ‘ if my memory be not very treacherous, 
it ? He has, at different times, heai^ " our ‘ you &egan this war with the French, or, 

1‘ wisest and best writers” extol the seve- ' at least, you began to quarrel with them 
ral sovereigns who have been leagued ' and to inveigh against and punish those 
with us, and he has seen the people oP ‘ amongst you who propagated'their prin- 
England drained tn order, to subsidize ' ciples of govem'tnent, at the time wh%R 
thiem. He has heard their praises round- ' th'ey had, as they thought, established a L»- 
■ ad in the speeches of ministers and^i*en in ' pittedil^onarcAy, calling them, at that time, 

^ those of the king; where they have be|n ' by the way of reproach, republicans and 
applauded for their ju'Stice, wisdom, mag- * levellers, which by the bye, was a com- 
nanimity, and, in short, for all the princely ‘ bination of terms that could not be'vefy 
virtues. When, therefore, he sees that all ‘ pleasing to the people of these States, 
these sovereigm have turned their backs; ' Soon afterwasds the French nation formed 
upon us, what is be to think? Is he to set* 'a Republican Government; and open war 
bis single judgment up against all theirs' * followed ob your part, having been pre- 
? 'When bt sees the Emperor ' ceeded,. %r nearly a year, fay. acts 4f 
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' more {ban an nnfriel^dly nature. Vou now 
' becatne tbe soul of a coalition of kings 
‘ against this new republic, the professed 
/ objects of which coalitfon were, the pre- 

* seiivation of regular gotPer'nment, social 
‘order and the ^j^ly religion, thcyigh, 
'* amongst rtie coalesced parties, the re^i- 

* gions were many^. Upon various dcca- 
‘ sionssome persons in your legislature re- 
‘mended overtures for peace; but still 

* you revised upon the groun.d of the 

* anarchy which existed in Fiance, and of 
‘ the danger to be apprehended ffom a 

* comnjunication with her licentious peo- 

* pie. The next form of Government in 
‘France was that of a Directory; but, 
‘ thougli, after many and sore defeats, 

* you condescended to treat with this go- 

< vernment, you still kept on the war, and 
‘ that too upon the ground, that there was 
‘ not in France a regular government, 
‘ and an order of things to adbrd security 
‘ from tlie democratical |>riiiciples in vogue 
‘ in that c*untry. A Consular Government 
‘ having arisen upon the ruins of the Di- 
' rectoryi the chief of that government 
‘ implored* you in the most earnest 
‘ manner to put an end to the misery 
‘ of war and ihe etliision of human blood, 
‘ assuwng you at the same time, of the 
' pacific wishes of France ; to which you 
‘ replied, that assurances were not sullici- 
‘ ent, thitt you waited for “ the evidence 
‘ “ o&faets,” and that until you had it, 

* you would not treat viitb him, who, on 
‘ his part, eager, apparently, to prevent 
*^you from wailing long, ga« you the 
‘*evidence»aftbrded by the battle ot*Ma- 

* reag» and a long list of other such facts. 
‘ Having imbibed, though very ^lowly, 
‘ the conviction vvhich facts so notorious 
‘ and so striking were calculated to pro- 
‘ duce, you, at last, amidst the pressure of 
‘ scarcity at home, condescended to treat 

< with the person who had obligin^y af- 
‘ forded you those facts, though the go- 
‘ vernment of France had undergone no 
‘ change since your last reft^sal to treat, 
‘.flttd though the political principles 
‘^nrofessed by the French still remained 

* the same, liberty ind* equality bein^ 

* still the rallying words Cfthe nation. The 

* peace at that time concluded, lasted 
‘ not long, but soon terminated in a new 

* war against the Chief Consul, *now be- 

* come, as it were to please you. Consul for 

* life. . The hated name of republi^ has 

* since been, dropped, that of Empire aS- 

< sumed„end the man, whose on|rs, of peace 
‘ you one* rejected because be was not at 


' the bead ofa regolan gorernment, baTMig' 

‘ during this war, become Emperor of 
‘ France ^nd King of* Italy, has esta^i 
‘ blished what he cadls. an Itnpefial G 0 - 
‘ vernment, and what you call a Military 
' Despotism ; and still •! find you %t war * 
''^ill) France. What, then, Sirs, again'l 
‘ ask, is this cause for which you are fight- 
‘ ing ? Social order ? Do you tell me that 
‘ you are fighting for the order and happU 
‘ ness of mankind ? Social order 4 Why, 

‘ Sirs, could you,in/)one of these forms of 
‘ governmentsee a diancefor the existence* 

‘ of social order ? In the Limited JVIo* 

' narchy, injthe Republic, in lh% Dlrec* 

‘ tory, in the Consular Triumvirate, in the ^ 
‘ Consulship for life, in the Imperi*! Go- 
' vernment or Military Despotism: could 
‘ you. in none of them see a chance for the 
‘ security ofsurroundingnations? Have you 
' found, thaf the princjples of them all are 
‘ .so dangerous that you cannot live in safety 
‘ within their ’lortex.^ Really, S'o’s, if this 
‘ be the case, I am constrained to believe 
' you to be very difficult to please ; and, I 
‘ inu£t slijfc that it is wholly* beyond my 
‘ n/crilal powers to guess at what your 
‘ cause, considering it acausein which the 
‘ rest of the world are interested, can pos- 
‘ sibly be. I will, however, out of com- 
‘ plai.sance to you, now notice the parli- 
' cular parts of your remonstrance. You tell 
‘ Bie, that on one side, I see " a self-created 
‘ “ Emperor,” and at another time, yoir 
' call him an " usurper.’' It is not for me 
‘to judge of the vwkys, in which foreign 
‘ rulers become possessed of their power ; 

‘ but, Ido jvell remember, that there was an 
‘ election of the Emperor of France, and 
‘ being aware, that you may say that this 
‘ election was a mere sham, a mere cheat 
‘ upon a degraded people, the mere dirty 
‘ result of the vilest jobbing, of the basest 
‘ bribery and corruption carried on be* 
“tween the most infamous miscreants upon 
‘ the whole earth^; being aware, that you 
‘ may say all this, and; while being igno- 
•' raitt of the facts, not at all disposed to 
‘ question the propriety of your epithets, 

‘ if ihe*act3 were such as you state them to 

* have be*en. 1 shall content'myself with : 
‘just p&tting this question to you; will 

‘ ^ou assert, that these reasons are. suffi- ' 
‘ cient to justify a resistance of his au- 
‘ ihority ? If you say no ; then what is 
‘ the source of his authority to me } And, . 

•* if you say yes, I itiust still take the ac- 

* quiescence of the people for an expres- 
‘ sion of their consent. Besides, have I 
‘ not seen him recognized ^ you as tb* 
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* legitimate rule? of. France ? Have I not 'weak have not; r^hether the t%xes be 

* seen you conclude and ratify a treaty of ' levied'iBapartially ; whether Hherte be a 
•“ peaceand/rien^ftzp” with hjm ? Have* ' system oi espionage established; whe- 

* I not 8i*en you receive territory in the ►* ther powerful plunderers of the pbbiic; 

, 'way of«cession at his hands? Have ' be protected;«whether the ofiicers of the 

• * you not, by acts tke most solemn, in the ‘ Enjperor be screened from all real re- 
'.’face of the whole wwld, acknowl(idg%d ‘ sponsibility ; whether the* people' of 
'him to be the lawful ruler of Franca ? ‘France can be sent^io prison without 
' And, how can you, after this, urge his ‘ any previous legal inquiry into their 
' usurpation, as you now call it, as a rea- ‘ conduct; whether, in short, the Napo* 

< son why I should not use my best en- ‘ Icon Code, which you number amongst 

* deavours to live at peace with him and ‘ his wicked ‘acts, be a mere sham, a fraud, 

^ bis people ? Besid«s, if need were of ‘ a rtockery, and that all the proceedings 
' furtlier argument, have 1 not seen one of ‘ under it be intended as the safest, means 
'the F'tpnch emigrants in your country, ‘of exercising that tyranny, which, if 

^ • one of those who (from whatever motive) , ‘openly avowed, the people would not 
' remained attached to the Bourbons, prg- ‘ bear: I do not know how these things 
' secuted by your'Attorney General by ‘are; and, until I do, you will excuse me 
' Ex Officio information, tried in your * for hesitating before I ppjnounce him 
' Court of King’s Bench, and convicted of ‘ the foe of all political liberty, or of civil 
' a libel on this same person,‘whom you ‘ liberty ; but, if I am to believe, that the 
' now call an usurper, and that, too, upon ‘ Napoleon Code is intended by.bim to be 
' the express ground, asstated by thejud^, ‘sincerely acted upon, 1 must say, that 
' of his being, the Chief Magistrate of ‘ with your Edinburgh Reviewers, 1 look 
' France ? .And, yet do you reproach me, ‘ upon him as being a friend to the latter 
' because* I .will not sufter ttfliVt ►you ‘ at least. Besides, are you awai>e of what 
' call his usurpation to be an obSilMle ‘ you are doing here ? Are you aware, 

' to my endeavours to preserve peace ‘ that by calling upon me lo make com- 
' between the people of America anti ‘ mon cause with you against him, on ac- 
' those of France?-You tell me. Sirs, ‘ count of his mode of governing Fiance, 

* that Napoleon is “ the sw'orn foe of all ‘ you acknowledge my right to. join him 
‘ political liberty, and you cite for instance ‘ against you, on account of the mode of 
' lii* coiifcnption laws, and his laws .against ‘ governing your country ? Yoq, must be ^ 
' the liberty of the press in France*’ As ‘ aware of this, but doubtless, you will tell 

* to the former, it is a thing which, dis- ‘ me, that the English mode of governing 

' (pulsed Under whatever wtme, ray couniry ‘ is very different from that in use in France. • 
‘ knows nothing of, and, therefore, I shall ‘ True, but»il may not suit niy taste; so, 

' say nothing particular with regard to it; ‘ the<)est way will be for us not to meddle 

* and, as to “ the liberty of the press in ‘ "ith that point any further, than <ibr me 

* France,” though I arn soiry to see it put ‘ just tej observe, ibut, as long' as the peo- 
an end to, I must say, that 1 am belter ' plu of either country yield obedience 

' pleased at seeing the press under a li- ‘ to their government, jite Americans, 

' cctistT opeuly avowed, than I should be ‘whatever may he their wbhes, will not 

‘ to sec it really ensiavtd nmkr the pro ‘ attempt to interfere.-In your next 

' le»t of being left free, and thus made 'a ‘ char|;e against Napoleon I feel much 
‘ partial mirror, tlie slave of power, the ' more interest. You tell me, that he 
‘ theo.i and the disgrace of the French ‘ openly aims " to be the despot of the 
' nation, and, withal, the cause of much" “ whole earth.” And here, ilirs, permit 
‘ individual suderiag and ruin, oppression ‘ me to express m,y surprise, that you say 

* never being so severe and* the edase of ‘ nothing of the sea, Y’^ou go on: "snp- 
. ' the oppressed never being so ilesperate ‘‘ported by a mtVt/ary sj'stem entirely in- 

' as wheji tyranny is exercised under the compatible with civil rights.” Nothing 

* • names and forms of Jsberty and law.— i— ‘again about a napfll system. Youpro- 
' Y ou gay^ Sirs, that this enemy of ^'ours is “ ceed: “ invading, annexing, suhvertingj 
'the sworn foe of political liberty. I "annihilating free and independent go-. 

' do not know how elections are’eonduct- ‘‘ vernments, ^he friend* and allies of 
‘ etl in France; whether the people be* " America, without pretext or the forma- 

‘ 'really represented in the legislature or "'lit^ of excuse; fraudulent«equivocaiing, 
‘not; wjiethcr the strong have the law "rapacious* towards allies :'tq ^enemies 

* jnUdly administeretl to them, while the " barbaroul and perfidious beyond exam- 

4 1 . • 
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** pie/’——Yob !ay*lt on pretty thick here,; 

* Sirs; *sp(fecially tor “ the wistsfand best' 
"writers.” BJt Sirs, as you have drawn a* 

cahtrast, or professed to draw a contrast,! 

* ypur picture is defective in as mucit as! 
‘ you have not sa«J a rvord of ijje con | 
'duct of your own .government towards 

* other countries and governments. • You ; 

* should have brolight into view the his- ' 

* tory of your own conquests, of which • 
' you hjyre made not a few, as well in | 
‘ islands as on continents,* 'Till, how-1 

* ever, you choose to (io this, 1 shall, as 

* impartiality demands, pas% no judg- 
‘ ment between you upon this bead. It 

* is, in fact, nothing to America which of 
‘ you has been the greatest invader, which | 
' has annexed most territory, which has j 
. ‘ subverted most independent govern-1 

* merits, which has deposed the greatest 
‘ number of sovereigns with the least pro- 
' vocation, which has been the most 
‘ rapacious and has caused the most 

* misery, in the world : but, 1 cannot 
' help reminding you, that every sove- 
' reign, who has been driven from his 
‘ throne «nd dominions by the Emperor 

* Napoleon, did, at one time, belong to 
'the les^ue against republican France; 

' and did at one time, participate in the 
' endeavour to subdue that country to the 

* will of the members of the league, who 

< were^the first invaders; and, I cannot 

’* * help further observing, that, though I 

' pretend hot to criticise the conduct of 
. ' the* English government in tbeir con- 

< quests, I know*, that the .gavernments 
aunihitjited by them never, made any 

• < attempt to invade, or to dictate to Eng- 

* land,—-You were pleased, Sirs, to say, 

' that Napoleon had annibilatect allies of 

* America. The answer to this is, that 
' America has no ailie.s. You talk. Sirs, 

‘ of my acquiescence in the subversion of 
' the commercial states of Tuscany, 

' Genoa, Holland, Hamburgh, and l.u- 
‘beck; but, from what authority do you 

* state this? In W^hat document do yoi^ 

, find the proof of my acquiescence ? Does 

* the proof consist in my not havipg re- 

* commended war. against Napoleon on 

* account of this subversion ;• As well 

* might you say, that my predecessor 
• ‘ acquiesced in the conduct of your go- 

* vernment towards the commercial state 

* of Denmark, because he did not recom- 

* mepd, upon that occaSion, war against 
' you; thap which, however, notit Qpula 

. * be a mo*re erroneous conclusion.-——As 

* lom'ewhat connected with ‘ this com- 


' plaint respecting the submsion of cojn- 
' inerrial slates, you ask me, £>irs, if it'be 
‘ the Continental SystCin of ^poleon, 
'with its burnings,.its cnnhscauons, its 
‘ capital puiii.shmenis for the A’or|iWe crime 
‘of that 1 % the object of my • 

' Calartred philanthropy ; if so, you say 
‘ defend your country from the go- 
' vernment of .such a philanthropist! Fake 
‘ the Amen! so well merited by such a pious 
‘ ejaculation. But,really,Sirs,did%ou,then, 

‘ never bearof/utnisAweB/s forsmugiilini', and 
‘ of capita/ ones too ?«Surely you do not coma 
' from England! Surely you have never 
‘ been in the Court f>f Exchequer at West- 
‘ minster ; have never seen the list tif In- 
formations filed by the English Attorney • 

' General; have never visited the j'ails 
‘ and the poor-houses of your own enun- 
‘ try ! If you contrive to keep the people 
‘ of England in a state of darkness as to 
' these matters, youbannot blind the rest 
‘^of the world. As for me, though my 
‘ head is covered with my own sleek hair, 

‘ and my body with these plain, farmer-like 
‘ garments; though I wear neitltpr big wig 

• Moii long robe ; though I assume not the 
' name of “ learned gentleman,” 1 know 
‘ something of the law of my own country 
‘and of yours too; and. I know, that 
‘ your laws against smuggling forma code 
‘ of forfeitures, fines, cori/iiiCutions, imprison- 

‘ ments, banishment, and deuth .Nayj 

‘ Sirs, attempt not to stoji my mouth. If 
‘ I say what is painful for you to hear, 
‘bear in mind, lira! n is you who hgve 
‘ provoked it; it is y'ut who have forced 

‘ it from me.Tha’ the description 

‘ which I have given of this code i.s just 
‘ you cannot deny. Your laws, your per- 

• manenl laws, nrake it death for any person 
‘ being one of three and being armed, who 
‘ shall assist in the work of smuggling. 

‘ Transportation is the punishmeui of nn- 
‘ tnerous smaller offences, and, onf part* 

‘ of your law provide.s, tint, any susjiected 

• person lurking near Jhe coast's, not giving 
' a good account of himself, m'sy be sent 
‘ l^ a single justice qf the jteucs to the house 
‘ of correction for a *monih. Such is ymir 
‘ stajidin^, code of laws relating tosmutc^ 

‘ gling; as to the law.s you have 

»‘ passpd relating to an intercourse^wiU^ 

‘ France and hei^ ’dfependencies, I find in 
‘ your Statute Book, an act,wiiich in the 
‘ year *1793, made it hinh treason for any 
‘ Iverson in Eiigl^id wlio should send, or' 

• cause to be sent, or have aoy hand, either 

• directly or indirectly, in sending or causing * 
‘ to be sent, to any part of Frduce or any 
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* coi|ji&y ander hercootroal, any tvfteat, or 

* iram, or fr>w, or fteth, or potutoea. Yes, 

* Sirs, if any Englishman, or any man re- 

* sioing^in England.^had heen oetected in 

* any act of-this sort; if he had been detect- 
, ‘ ed in thi crime of |mugg]ing food of any 

*Jitnd to the people of France, at a tiare 

* when they were thought to be ih ,.t{>e 

* midst of famine, the punishment which 
' your law allotted him was, hist to be 

* hanged by the neck till he was dead; 
' next (o be cut in quarters, those quarters 

being placed at ihj; King's disposal; 
and, lastly, to have his estate and goods 
' coijiiscated, and liisd'amily consigned to 
‘ begv;alS'. Look, Sins, at the'STlh Act of 
• ‘ the 33rd year <d the reign of George, the 
‘ Thirtf, and say, if, I have misinterpreted 
, ' your laws. Very imprudent was it in 

* you, therefore, to impute to me a want 
‘•of sincere philanthropy, nioraly because 
'I did lint express my disapprobation of 
‘ Napoleon’s laws against smuggling; for, 

‘ witii what justice could lhave so done, 

‘ without, at tiid sanie time, saying what I 
‘ have said of your code? 1 did not wish 

* to say any thing of either; fot, though 

* I feel for those who may he subjecled to 

* then), it was not my business to inter-* 
‘ ftre in the domestic management of fo- 
' reign countries,especially in cases, where 
‘ I really possess no power to make any 

‘ alteration.-1 have before observed, 

‘ Sir, that your contrast as lo the conducf 
‘ of France and England was incomplete, 

‘ because after having, on the one side, told 

* me what France had done towards other 
‘ countries, you did not tell me what 
‘ England had done towards other coun- 
‘ tries. You do, however, say something 
' about the bein fits vi hich America has 
‘derived Irom England; and as you ap- 
‘ pear to erect here a charge of ingratitude 
‘ against her, it is my duty as well as my 
,‘ iiy'linaiiun to be .somewhat particular in, 
‘ my a*nsvver to this charge. You tell me, 

* that 1 should have told itiy fellow-citi- 
‘ Zens, that, on the oifier side (in contrast 
‘ wi'h the French) they might behold a 
‘“country, frum if hich America,, has 
‘ “ drawn, as from a mother’s •breast, 

* “ every thingol value ihatshe possesses.” 

‘ My feilow citizens are a plain, common, 

* sen-e sort of people, Sift. They do not 
‘oiiirh relish bombast. They are apt to 
‘ analyse, and to dive into the literal,mean- 
*ing of words, 'fbey .would, therefor^e, 

‘ h tvt laughed at bw ; or, which would 
‘ have given me greater pain, they would 
‘ have charged (ue with tiling them false- 


‘ hooda. They wquW have said, that what 
' America possessed as to soil andf CSimate, 
‘ she received from the 'hand of nature; 

,' and that, if the r«ligiou.s, the civil and'poli- 
‘ tical possessions, and the possessioq^ ef 
‘ agriculture and the asts, of Ame rica were 
‘ the things of value pTelint, they owed them 
‘to their own wisdom, courage and indus* 

‘ try.-To come to p'articulars, however, 

‘ you tell me, that we owe to England the 
‘spirit of civil liberty uni religious^ioleration. 

' 'fhat w'e derive the form's of our legal 
‘ prouecdingsfioqi England, that our com- 
‘ mon law was thence derived, and thatihey 
‘ are, for the most part, excellent, we are 
‘ proud to say; but, we cannot forget, and 
' we are soi .'y that you force us to say, 

‘ that, if we still possess these in their an- 
' cient purity, no thanks is due to England, 

‘ seeing that we were compelled to wage a 
‘ long war against her in order to save 
‘ ourselves from being taxed and being 
' bound in all cases whatsoever by a legisla- 
‘ ture, in the choosing of (he members of 
‘ which we were to have nothing to say. 

‘ Nor can we. Sirs, thank you fip’ the li- 
‘ berty we enjoy in carrying oji all sorts 
‘ of trades, when we remember, that the 
‘ maxim with England was, tha^, we ought 
‘ not to be suffered to make ahob-naijt for 
‘ owselves. 1 wish you had said nothing 
‘ about religious toUration. Indeed 1 do; 

‘ for it compels me to remind you, that 
‘ the far greater part of these states lyere 
‘ settled by those of our forelkther.s, who 
‘ fled I'rqm religious persecution. ,11 is 
‘ true, liialtbe great Stath of Pennsylvania, 

‘ which has. always been so interesting ^ 
‘ member of the Union, was settledaihat , 
‘ all its wise and benevolent institutions 
‘ were fbunded, that all- the exemplary 
‘ virtues of the greater part of its inhabi- 
‘ tauts were implanted, by an Englishman, 

‘ whose name will be held in veneration as 
‘ long as gratitude remains a feeling of 
‘ the human breast; but. Sirs, we rccol- 
‘ lect, thattbis Englishman was persecuted 
; for his religion in England ; ttuu, atonie 
‘ time, he was^ for uttering his re.ligtou% ^ 
‘ opiipons, prosecuted as a seditious libel- 
‘ ler; that he was*8a^d from a jail, and, 

‘ perhaps, tfrom a lingering death, by a 
‘ Jury,who had the virtue to wiihstaral the 
‘ menaces ofa ruffian Judge ; aad,insbort;a 
‘ that it is to religious persecution in Eng- 
■ land I bat America owes the wise rcgula- 
‘ lions and the bright example of Willi am 
‘ Peqn.i I would not add, but you force 
* me to do it, vhat of the ptesedt popola- . 

‘ tion of AatA-ica ao anall part am Irmh 
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, Ckuholjcs, I vCill sify DO more, but refer 
, you n»,tbinn, who will be able to tell you, 
, whether the rbligious toleration they 
^ now enjoy is, or is not, ef English origin. 
—;-Yqu next tell me, Siss, of “ thepre* 

* »< cious writings in the English language,” 
' that we derive fro'rt) you. Why, ^irs, 
‘ what favour is this ? Do you hold youf- 
' selves indebted t6 the Saxons and the 

* Normans, from whom you derive your 
' language in common with us ? Or, if 
‘ you allude to mere books, what favour do 
‘•you confer on us any nwre than on any 
' olher^nation, who may choose to pur- 
‘ chase your books, and who, in fact, there* 
' by, in a commercial sense, confer a favour 

* on you. The French write more books 
‘ than you ; they do not prevent us from 
‘ having them, and we have the capacity to 
‘ put them into our own language; butought 
‘ we for this to look upon ourselves aspo/i- 
‘ tically obliged to France } As to myself, 
‘ 1 do not wish to suffer my personal feel* 
‘ ings to «nter into this discussion, but, I 
'will just observe, that 1 have seen, in 
‘ some of.your “ precious writings,” great 

* abuse of me, and most false and foul mis* 

‘ representations of my character and mo* 
‘ tives ; aitjl, at any rate, you cannot ex* 
‘ pectjne to feel towards you any grati- 
‘ lude for those ; if 1 feel no resentment, 
‘ it is.as much as you can expect. Be* 
' sides, ai^ongst ihe writings from England 

1 haye seen histories full of falsehoods; 
‘ and, indeed’, as to all matters wherein 
.' your government is concerned, and those 
' are the matters most interestiog, we in 
‘•this country never expect toheard'rom 
',an English writer a single word of plain 
'truth; our reasons for which I^would 

* state to you, wcrre 1 nut disincliniid un* 

' necessarily to offend your ear, those rea* 
' sons being to you. Who are ' the wisest 
“ and best writers,” in England, very well 

‘ known.-You next tell me, Sirat that 

' we owe to England " the salutary laws, 
" the proud examples, of our common an* 
" cestors.” . You do not, of ctjurse, allude 
' the smuggling laws t[iat 1 have men- 
' tioned above; and, as to the other laws 
' which we derive from England, I have 

* spoken of them beforo. The »• proud 
“ examples of our common ancestors,” we 

* owe to those ancestors; we are indebted 
' and so are you to them. With your do- 

* mestic affairs we pretend not to meddle ; 

< but, as Jo ourselves, we hav«? endeavoured 

< to follow thos^ examples by guarding bus- 

< selves against public robbe^ and all 

* those opfwusioiu and that dlg'ra>dation 


‘ and infamy vvhich would justly be qw 
' lot, if we were ever to forget those ex« 
*' amples, to show our grhtitude for which 
' the best'way is to^e^/ow themsaod not 

‘ brag about them.-You te]! me, ia 

‘ rather a pathetic stpin, that I should 

* have told my fellow citizens, "thatEng* 

whattTver be her errors, is liow 
“ heroically contending in a more glorious 
" c«aje than the page of history records.” 

‘ Indeed ! This would have beej^ going 
‘very far. What! was I to prefer her 
‘ cause to that in which America herself* 

* contended ? Was I to prefer it to the 
‘ cause of ou^ common ancestors when*con- 
‘ tending ag*ainst the Star Chamber* and 
‘ arbitrary taxation and arrests? , And> 

' was I to say nothing about those errors, of 
' which you condescendingly seem to admit 
‘ the existence ? But, Sirs, as I have said 
‘ before, I *cannot for my life discover 
‘ what your came realty is ? In Portugal I 
‘ you coptending for the^ old go> 

* vernment; in Spain 1 see^ you contend* 

* ing for the ancient Spanish monarchy, 

‘ the, inquisition being still jn being ; I 
‘ se* you contending for the son of the 
‘ Old King, while the rather is alive, and 
‘\vhile the Cortes are framing just such a 
‘ constitution as 1 saw you reprobate in 
‘ Fiance. In Sicily I see your writers 
‘ recommending the taking pan with the 
' people against the King. In Asia 1 see 
‘ you continually extending your domi* 

' nion, and by what means 1 need not de* 
'scribe. I pretend not to say, that all 
‘ this may not be very just and very wise; 

' but, really, you must excuse me, if 1 do 
‘ not* clearly see what your cause is; 

‘ and, while I am in this state of pn- 
' certainty, you will have the candour 
' to allow, that it would have been unpar* 

' donable in me to pronounce your cause 

* to be more glorious than any that the 
‘ page of history records ■ ■■But, you«tell 
' me, that your country “ tins staked herexs- 
' “ ist ncf upiin th’c eveat; and that, if she 
i “ fall, lihtity and independence cannot, for 
‘ “ a moment, sorviv^” You wish me, 

‘ Sirs, t« have \old my mllow citizens this; 

‘ but, as 1 said before, they are a plain, 

‘ common sense sort'of people, given to 
‘ inquire, examine,,^nd analyse; and, 1 
‘ do assuje you, that 1 siiould have found it 
‘ very difficult to make them believe these 
‘ facts. They would have asked me bow 
‘ it was possible for a country to stake ifs 
‘ ermence } how it was possible for a couQ* 

‘ try to lose its existence ; and, thpn, per* 

* haps, if I had lii^de this matter out to 
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* ^eir satisraction, they might haVe asked 

' me, it,was that had been the organ of 

«the country's will in putting its existence^ 

* at stake. You, who are the ‘^wisest and 

* •• best s^ri’sers" in England, might, may 

< be, have been ablo to answer them ; but 
«I freely confess to you, that 1 should rftit. 

» And, Sirs, upon what is it, that yourcoun- 

* try has staked her existence ? You say, 
‘upon the event; but what event? The 
‘ event of the contest in which she is en- 
' g.aged ; but, then ^again, what is the 

’'» contest for ? And, thus, we go round the 

* circle, and all that we arrive at is, that 

< En^liyid is contendfng for h,er exislence; 

* for, after all, that is the only object clearly 
' poinjed out.——Your corollary, is, ip- 

* deed, worthy of' great attention, sup- 
‘ posing the premises to be true; for, if 

* “ liberty and independence cannot, for a 

* o moment, survive” in the world after the 
' fall of England, an3 if she really has put 

* her existence at stake, it js high time /‘or 

* us to look £\bout us. But, Sirs, while I 

* trust that England is not doomed to fall; 

» while Ihope that the spirit of^oilr apees- 
« tors is not wholly extinct; while 1‘eriter- 
‘ tain the most anxious desire to see the 
»country of my forefathers enjoying nbt 

* only independence as a nation but all the 
» blessings of freedom ; while I am confi- 

* d^nt that there wants nothing to preserve 

* England but the hearts and arms of fr,ee 

* Englishmen j still I must be permitted to 

* say, that, if the contrary were unhap- 
' pily the fact, and it England were ac- 
»tually to fall beneath the power of France, 
' I do not see, why it should follow, that 
' liberty and independence are to exist no 

* where else in the world ; and, of this I 
' am certain, that, unless her own safely 

* called upon her to interfere, America is 
‘ in no way bound to prevent that fall, 

* never having, either in the way of advice 

* oncxainple, stimulated England to tlrat 
*■ war, which was begun against the repub- 
' licans of France, <ri 17^3, and which lies 
‘ produced all the dangers, with which 

* she is at this tim(^;surrounded from with- 
' out and pressed ■ from within. The war 
‘ was her own war ; she was afraid ,of the 
' principles of iepub!icani.sin ; stif is now, 
' you say, afraid of. .those of despotiftn. 

* Nobody hasconiroultd her ; slip has had 
‘ her own way; and, if she has chosen, at 

* last, to stake her existence, stlrely, she 

* has too much prideco call upon others tp 

* link their fate to hers ; and especially to 
‘ make vhis appeal to Anurica, of whom 
« she has never 'till, now made any ac- 


‘ count, and througK me,*too, whom your 

• « wisdst and best writers” h&ve' treated 

• with every species of dbloquy and con- 
‘ tempt.—^uck, Sirs, is my ansVverj 
' 1 wait your> reply. But, understand 
‘me: I protest bejfere hand against a 
' reply consisting of Hard names and foul 
‘‘insinuations. 'You may call me Jacobki 
‘ and Leveller ; you m‘ay call me an emis> 

‘ sary of Buonaparte’s; you may call me 
‘ what you please ; you may speer at my 
‘ philanthropy, and, in bad grammar, 

' spcftk contemptuously of my style and 
‘ composition, comparing it to tjiose of 
‘ the Wabish and Shawanese Savages; 

‘ but, unless you can by fact and fair ar> 

‘ gument overset what I have said, you 
‘ will do well to leave the discussion 

‘ where it i.s,’-Now, reader, let us see 

what reply, if any, will be given. If Mr. 
I. S. the writer in the Times news-paper, 
whose article I have quoted, wjjl send me 
his reply, in the same compass, the an> 
swer and reply shall, I plcdge»mysclf for 
it, travel together all over the Continent 
of North America; and, if he*will«^not, 
why let his admirers sit down contented 
with the consequences.——These remarks 
relate to the general principles of Ame¬ 
rican politics; upon particular points I 
shall, perhaps, remark hereafter; though, 
these general principles are of the>most 
importance, because from a full fliscussion 
of them, we get at a fair view of the 
grounds upon vvhich the Atnerican go¬ 
vernment acts, and we hence knmv what 
we may reasonably expect at its hands. 

Flogging Soldiers. -It hast-beforc 

been seen, that this subject, the discussion 
of which has been attended with such se- 
l iouscoiisequences to several public writers, 
has been, without any evil consequencas, 
discussed by other person.s, especially by 
Sir Rabert \Vilson and Sir John Stuart. We 
have now to add the Honourable Flenry 
Augustus Dillon to the list of. those who 
have condepned this species, of punish¬ 
ment in our army. Mr. Dillon, in a wr)rk 
on. the Military Establishments and De¬ 
fence of the Briillih Empire, w hich work he 
has addressed tothe Regent, treats of this 
matter. He expresses his disapprobation 
of it; and, what are the reasons which (he 
urges against it ? He says, in page 60, 
that he will proceed to discuss the ques¬ 
tion, “ whether corporal punishment be ne- 
•icAssary or not; and whelher it be not a 
“ great draVirback upon the speedy recruit- 
“ ing of tile army.” Now, Itow does he 
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proceei} t» this Hiscufeion f What are the^ 
argumtnta that he uses for and against this 
degrading punisliment ? None at all/or 
jt; dnd, against it he uses but this one : i 
namely, that the FRENCH conduct their 
armies without it; f(jat the Einperor.Na- 
polt'on does* not find it necessary to flog 
hit soldiers. He goes on to state, that our 
soldiers are of as good, and of a better, na¬ 
tural disposition than the F’rench soldiers; 
and conclitdes by expressly asserting, that 
corporal punishment is not Yiectssary in 
the British army.——Before I apply this 
to the purposes that I have in view, let me 
correct this denomination of Mr. Dillon, 
who follows the example of others in using 
the phrase corporal punishnent instead of 
the word floii’ins’, the use of whicB, by the 
partizans of the practice, is i^hunned with 
as much solicitu<le as if it were the most 
obscene word in the language ; no weak 
presumption, by the bye, that they are, in 
fact, ashamed of what they, for motives 
best known to themselves, become the ad¬ 
vocates-It is not corporal punishment to 

which Sir FVancis Burdett has ever object¬ 
ed. SAootwgis, surely,corporal, or bodily, 
punishment; and so \>i imprisoimcnl. What 
is objected, to is the flogging. Mr. Dillon, 
doubtless, means this .sort of punishment; 
but he should have been more definite. 
Ddieacy, I suppose, prevented him from 
calling jhe thing by its name. What, 
then^inust we think of the infliction of the 

punishment^-However, liere we have 

the contrast. Here we have the contrast 
‘ for which I and Mr. Drakard are suflering 
'corporal punishmi-nt and pecuniary pu- 
inishinent too, and that Mr. White was 
lately brought to trial for, but wjs saved 
by the verdict of .1 Jury. Here we have the 
came contrast. . Here it is. stated that the 
trench soldiers are, in this respect, used 
better than ours; and, as the public will 
not fail to bear in mind, this it that 
was most strongly urged in all the cases 
of, libel before alluded to. We were 
all called, seditions iiAc/Zers.because we 
aaid what Mr. Dillon says in a work 
addressetl, hy permission, to the Regent. 
This forbearance of »he Attorney General 
towards Ml. Dillon i.s but a pooF compfi- 
inent to that genthinan’s powers as a 
w.'itei ; and, at any rate, whatever merit 
this part of his work may have (and it ha.s 
a good deal) must be considered as vastly 
bene uh that of uSj who lecl the way, and 
of w ; use mode of reasoning he is afl iini- 
tator ■ — And, surely, this* is the best 
possible’ luyde of reasoning. *ltisanar- 
• • . ■ • 
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gument drawn from experience, and such 
ample and home-felt experience tod, 
*that nothing can resist iE. If, indgedt we 
and Mr. Dillon had asaid ; “ Loede at the 
*' Prussians and Hanoverians’ and Aus- 
"trians: titey do nouflog; why, then, 
" Should you f”' If we bad said this (sufi^ 
pestng it to be true instead of.being false), 
the answer would have been. “ Yes, they 
“ <lo not flog; and they have all been 
« subdued by their enemy.” But, the 
french, the conquerors of those countries ; 
these were the peopre for us to look to for* 
an argument of experience; and tq thi.s 
argument, :;ncl this*a/one, Mr. DillqU has 
thought it necessary'to resort.—Oti’Mr. 
Vyhite’s trial, the Attorney General is re¬ 
ported to have dvvelt*particQlarly on the 
passage,wherehesaid, the writer" warned 
" the country to attend to the military 
“ system ofMen/Zer of France;” meaning, 
I suppose, the Emperor Aapoleon, for those 
a|e his title an^l name. Tiie Judge is re¬ 
ported to have said : " Fropi his commis- 
" seration of the English Soldiers, the 
" w(itef, ys is the custom in ,such articles, 
“ liroteeds to compligaent Buonaparte. 
" With him” (the writer says) ;• merit is 
* always rewarded, and the situation of the 
“ soldier attended to.” He could " not 
" conceive what greater mischiefs the 
" emissaries of Buonaparte (if there are any 
".in this country) could do than dissemi- 
“ nate .such doctrines amongst our sol- 

" diers.”--Such docirine, nevertheless, 

is Mr. Dillon disseminating ; *lor, he ex- 
pres.ses his disapprobation of the punish¬ 
ment inflicted upon our soldiers, and, in 
ordAr to shew, that this punishment is not 
necessary, be says, that it is not used by 
the F'rencA ; he says that the French sol¬ 
diers are not punished in the way be 
complains of; and, what have any of 
us said more than this ? To what other 
standard were we to refer? W4iere 
else should we look for an argument of 
experience, as to the good or evil of any 
mo^e of treating soldiers? From whom 
were we to take an example, if not from 
him wfho has* won moFc and greater bat¬ 
tles than* all the Commanders that have 
existeif during the last five hundred years, 
aBid who has gained, such an ascendency 
in Europe, by dint of his skill and prowess, 
as to make it a question with public bodies 
in this Auntry, whether England herself 
will* be able to resi.vt his aitempts to sub¬ 
jugate her ? From wlioro, if not from himi 
were we to take an example 9 s to the 
treatment of our .^Idiers ? — —So nitich 

• 
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fsr Mr. Dillon’s o.bserrations as to the 
flogging of soldiers ; and here 1 should 
puo a .stop to ‘my remarks, upon hi^ 


work, •were there* not anoth'er part ofOhy electors of that "ancient borotigh’’ 


it .very linlitnately connected with this 
subject: I mears the part which re¬ 
flates to REWARDS; and this 'will‘'be 
found to apply to the point, whicn*Mr. 
White’s writer discussed, and for which 

discussion he was prosecuted.-In all 

services whatever; nay, in every situation 
of life, men ought to jhave two motives to 
* do well and avoid dding ill: the hope of 
rev>qrd in some shape or other, and the 
fear of f)z<nuAmeni in'tome shape or other. 
This is not always the case ; for, it often j 
happwis, that the exercise of power is suy h 
as to punish 4be innocent and to screen 
the guilty; that it is such as to make a man 
afraid to speak the truth, while the propa¬ 
gator of lies is sure to meet retvard. But, 
that the good ought to be rewarded and 
the bad .punished is wbat^no one will„as 
yet, I believe,, have the boldness openly 

to deny.-When 1 .saw that Mr. Dillon 

disapprovedoof the degrading purtishment 
before mentioned^ and especially wbefa 1 
saw him justify that disapprobation b^ 
citing the example of the French military 
service, I turned over the pages of his 
book in great haste to see what he had 
said upon the subject of rewards. And, I 
am sorry to have it to say, that 1 was here 
most grievously disappointed. But of 
this 1 shall say more in my next. 

• . 

Mb. Walsh, M. P. — - I have very 
seldom noticed any of the proceedings at 
Bow Street, or the other police-oft?fces; 
but, really, when I see a Member of the 
Honourable House brought there, the 
matter must not 1 >e suffered to escape 
being put upon record. The affair ap¬ 
pears to have nothing very extraordinary 
in it, in itself considered. It becorod^ 
dignified only through the parties; the 
person, whose money seems to have been 
in jeopardy, being the Solicitor General,* 
and the person who sepms to have put it 
in jeopardy, being a Member of the Ho¬ 
nourable House, as, indeed, is‘the Soli¬ 
citor General himself.——What k crowd 
of ideas come into the mind upon read¬ 
ing these proceedings, to which,.as pub¬ 
lished in the papers, 1 give a place im¬ 
mediately after this Summary ; what a 
crowd of ideas! Mr.* Walsh was no'Jo-tl 
coIim; Mr. WaUh was a reader, you see, 
of the Mwnmg Post. 1 have heard of 
tiiis Honourable M^ber for Wootton 


Bassett long ago, 
means hew to me. 
with his constituents. 


' His' nain» iH by no 
—But, hoVv tvHI it bo 
1 wonder ? The wor- 


will lose their lepresentative, perhapp, for 
a while.——But, mofe of this when 1 have 
more time. « • 

* : W«. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgaie, Friday, 

I3rA Decemier, 1811. 


MR. WALSH, M. P. 

At half-past eight o’clock yesterday 
evening, Mr. Benjamin Walsh, Member 
for Wotton Bassett, was brought up to the 
Police-office, Bow-street, in custody of the 
officers,* and was seated at the bar. 

Sir Thomas Plomer, His Majesty’s So¬ 
licitor-General, was sworn.—He stated, 
that having made a considerable purchase, 
he consulted with the prisoner about three 
months ago respecting the selling-out of 
some stock in the three per*cents., at 
which time the prisoner advised him to 
the contrary, alleging that the funds would 
certainly get up, and that by keeping the 
stock in them, he (Sir T. Plomer) would 
be benefited. On the 2yih of,November 
last, however, the prisoner called on him 
in Lincoln’s-inn, and advised him to sell 
out, as he, the prisoner, was of opkiion, 
that the funds would fall; and,Sir Tho¬ 
mas, after consulting a mercantile gentle¬ 
man, determined, to do so, and the pri¬ 
soner was instructed to find a purchaser. 
On the Ist of December the prisoner 
called, and told Sir Thomas, that he had 
sold the stock, and only waited for him tor 
suit his,convenience to make the transfer. 
Sir Thomas made the transfer, and the 
money was paid into his banker’s. It so 
happened, that not being able to get the 
title-deed to the estate which he had pur¬ 
chased completed, he found the money he 
had in his banker's hands for that pur¬ 
pose .w'ould not be wanted ; and he cyn- 
sulted the prisoner about laying it out in 
F.xchequer bills;,on which business, he,. 
the* prisoner, called on Sir Thomas, in 
Lincoln’s-inn, on tbre 4th of December, 
and received a cheque on Messrs. Gosling 
and Sharpe, for 22,000/., which cheque 
was accordingly cashed by the bankers. 
On the evening of Thursday, the 5th of 
December, the^prisoner called on Sir Tho¬ 
mas, at his Chambers, and informed him^ 
that ‘'he had only been able to pur¬ 
chase Exchequer-bills to the ajnnount of 
6,645/. 18f. fid. and that he hafi paid them 
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into his (Sir Thomas's) banker’s; also, the 
sum of J 3)300/. in cash. The prisoner 
gave to* Sir Thomas a receipt for the £.v> 
chequer-bills; but did not give him any 
receipt for the' cash allegfid to be paid in. 
The fu-isoner farther informed Sir Thomas, 
that he had contracted for 13,000 poivuls 
worth more Of Exchequer-bills, with th^ 
agent of Messrs. Co^itts: he believed 'the 
prisoner said his name was Trotter. He 
told Sir Thomas, that Mr. Trotter had 
agreed to fut him in possession of.the Ext 
chequer Bills, at half past 3, oli Saturday, 
December the 7th ; that "he had paiS 5s. 
premium for them, and that they bore in¬ 
terest at S|</. per day. He promised to 
call on Sir Thomas, on Saturday, at 2 
o’clock, for a cheque for the 15,000/. 
vvhich he stated he had paid in, to com¬ 
plete the purchase of those bills which 
had been agreed upon with the Agent of 
Messrs. Coutts. Sir Thomas, on the pri¬ 
soner’s leaving him, went to his banker’s, 
and there found that the Exchequer Bills 
had been paid in, but not any part of 
the cash; he soon after learnt that the 
prisoner had left town, no one could 
tell where,* and that his family sup¬ 
posed him to have gone into the coun¬ 
try on businass. Sir Thomas immediately 
applied to the Admiralty, to transmit the 
necessary informatioh to the out-ports by 
telegraph ; and an application was made 
f .0 the Pqet-ofTice, to detain any letters 
that might cqme into its charge in the 
prisoner’s hand writing. The Magistrates 
•and Oflfcers of the.Public Office,*Bow- 
street, afforded all the assistanc6 required 
qF them. The first letter thaf was*re¬ 
ceived had no date, but bore the Exeter 
post-mark. It was sworn by Sir T^iomas 
to be the prisoner’s hand writing, and was 
addressed to himself (the prisoner) in Lon¬ 
don, but intended for his clerk Mr.-. 

It stated, that as he had the fullest confi¬ 
dence in his clerk, he could confidb in 
him the secret, that he had misapplied the 
15,4()6/. entrusted to him by Sir Thomas 
Plomer ; that he was either to do this or 
to %ufier his poor wife •and seven dear 
children to starve, and wrong other peo¬ 
ple who could not half so*well afford it as 
Sir Thomas, one of whonl was the'Clerk’s 
father. He spoke in reprobation of his 
owti conduct, for such an unjust act to a 
man who throughout life had been bis and 
bis father’s best friend; but the act was 
done, and he had nq idea of the transac¬ 
tion being as* yet discovere(]|, In tbit 
IgtMr to 1^ clerk he inclosed ^ for Sir 


Thomas, which was read ; and the suh- 
stance of which was, that at Mr. Coutts*s 
agent would not be in, town on the Satur¬ 
day, the rqpeiving of the Exchequer-bills 
^rom him could not take place until Mon¬ 
day, at half-past three o’clock; and, that 
he, (the prisoner,) would call on Sir 
Thom;is, on that day at two o’clock, for*, 
a eHfeque for 15,500/. The next letter 
received from the prisoner was addressed 
to his brother, in which he acknowledges 
his guilt in having robbed Sir Thomas of 
15,500/., and says,,he had disposed of 
part of il to pay sdlall debts, the loss ot 
which to the parties would be inevitable 
ruin, but that, the ^iC: of it be hadatui(;|)ed 
into Foreign Property and Bullion. He 
spoke most feelingly of his "dear/dear 
" wife,” and of his “ sfeven children ; the 
admirationof avery one that beheld them.” 
He requested, in the most impressive 
terms, his brother’s attention to his wife ; 
who, he said, must be within a week of 
hes confinement; and most fervently 
prayed for her and his children’s happi¬ 
ness. He had some hopes that Sir Tho¬ 
mas Bloifier would not make«th^ matter 
pubfic^ but, if he did, be hoped it would 
not get into the Morning Post, as his dear 
IVfary would then see it; and such a 
shock, in her present situation, lie was 
confident she could never survive. 

The next letter received at the Post- 
ofikie was produced, which was also in¬ 
tended for his brother. It chiefly spoke 
of his aflection for his wife and family, 
and Concluded by Saying, thal ere this, 
he had no doubt but that thal arch Jkn/i, 
Bish, had made a pretty story of it in the- 
news-papers; and that, but for that man, 
he and his family might at that hour have 
been in affluence and •happiness. This 
letter also stated, that he intended to have 
taken the money from another, whose 
miserable and unprincipled conduct de- 
sefved nothing better; but that the 
temptation had fallen in his way by Sir 
Thomas’s money beii1% in his hands; 
that riSther than see his wife and family 
starve, he had^ by this most unjust con¬ 
duct, added ingratitude to real injury, as 
Sir Thomas Plomer was a sincere friend. 
His last fetter was to Sir Thomas Plomer 
himself, confessing the robbery, implor¬ 
ing his .forgiveneis, acknowledging tiie 
imgnitude^ of his guilt, and stating the 
wretchedness of his circumstances, and 
the iiflpossihility of their ever mending or- 
rccovering in this world ; but thatnf any 
change of circumitances ihouki take^ 
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of England notesj and soiqe silver which^ 
with the American slock, the bdllfon, and 
other loose articles, w^e gtveiT to Sir 
Thomas's Solicitor, and the further exa¬ 
mination was f>ostponed at half-past 
eleven, until thts day. 

Mr. Read enquire<fcof the prisoner if 
h/; had any question to ask, o'r any thing 
to say ; but, without taking his hands 
from his face, where he had placed them 
during the whole time, he answered “ No, 
Sir." He bowed respectfully to the Ma¬ 
gistrates when he retired from the bar. 

Mr. Read suf'gested, that as the pri¬ 
soner had been searched, and 'all his 
money bad been taken away, that a small 
sum should be given him for present pur¬ 
poses. The prisoner was immediately sup¬ 
plied with four pounds by Sir Thomas’s 
solicitor. 
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place, and he ottce more become possessed 
ofniotiey, Sir .Tlioin.as might’ depend on 
every farthing byitig returned; but that 
he 'couid nm help sup|)osinii^ that Sir 
Thoma? wojitil at pt'^rsent only think such ^ 
a declariftion fiom him as adding insult 
to injury. Ho farther stated to Sir Tljp- 
vhas, that he had repeatedly applied to 
Mr. Perceval for a situation under *l[?o 
vernment; that he had offered to leave 
his home, his dear wife, and children; 
and tp Aieet the dangers and difficulties of 
, the worst of foreign rcliinates; but, that, 
latterly, Mr. Perceval had returned no 
answers to his letters. After the last 
letter, and one or tw^o jptherv of less im¬ 
portance, had been read. Sir Thomas ^ 
Plomrt signed his deposition, and retired. 

The next witness examined was Sir 
Thomas’s Solicitor, who stated, that he 
accompanied the Police Officer to Fal¬ 
mouth, and found the prisoner at an Inn 
there at breakfast, and on seeing the pri¬ 
soner, be said to him, " 5 suppose y®u 
know my business with youto which he 
answered in the affirmative. He,Qthe Soli¬ 
citor) thSn asked him to retire into attack 
parlour with him and the Officer, winch he 
did. The deponent desired him to give qp 
all he had; his answer was, that he had very 
little; but on being informed by the de¬ 
ponent, whose name we do not recollect, 
that he knew every circumstance of the 
transaction, he stated, that he had only 
some foreign money, and some bullion. 
This, he said, was in his trunks; which 
the deponent sent for,* and now produced 
the contents of them. The foreign money 
consisted of 10,000 and odd pounds worth 
sterling, purchased into the American 
funds, and with it were blank transferable 
warrants. The bullion was in a bag, 
which the deponent, on securing, put his 
seal on. The packet was now, liy order 
of the Magistrates, opened. It consisted 
of VIouhJoons, 71 in number, one haff- 
doubloon, and other Spanish and Portu¬ 
guese money, amotinting in all to about 
300/. A small dressing-case was next pro" 
duced by the deponent, wpich contained 
nothing but the usual articles, p.ncl a few' 
ends of cheques which bad been ystd. 

The Magistrates enquired if his person 
had been searched, »»there were still up¬ 
wards of 5,000/. unaccounted forr Being' 
informed by Sir Thomas’s Soli^citor that 
it bad not, the prisoner was ordered from 
the bar for that purj^ose. On his rleturn 
he wept bitterly.—There were found in 
his poMMsion forty-seven pounds in bank 
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Spain.- - French Dispatches. — Marshal 

Count Sachet’s Account of the Battle and 
Capture of Soguntum, 26 Oct. 1811. 

( Continued from page 7 3(1’. J 

To his Highness the Frince of Wagram and 
Neufchatel, Vice-Consta,hle. 

Monseigneur; After the battle of Sa- 
guntum I left the army a league from 
Valencia, and returned at night ta my 
camp at Murviedro.—During thp day the . 
breach had been mefely formed, a dire of 
some hours would have sufficed to render 
it pradlicable; but it ,was of conse'quence * 
to profit by the victory which had be^en 
gaintfd under the eyes of a whrde garrison, 
for your Highness is aware that (Sie isou 
lated heights on which Saguntum is built 
command the entire plain. I wrote the 
ccnlosed letter to the Governor, by means 
of which reminding him of what he had 
witnessed during the day. I offered him 
perm^3.sion to send two officers in order to 
inform himself of the successes which the 
French army had obtained. My dispatch 
was rc ceived at seven o’clock tvn the morn¬ 
ing of the 20th, end a Lieutenant-Coic/hel 
of‘artillery was ordered to carry an answer. 
He obtained egress ^ith difficulty, all the 
outlets of the fortress being w'alled up. I 
had him conducted to the Generals Caro 
and Almoya, through the midst of .foe 
officers and all the prisoners.—He could 
no longer doubt of the loss of the battle. 
He ^turned at five o’cluck in the evening, 
Ifo came wjth the Colonel of.the regiment 
of Don. Gljurlo*, bringing in informa^idb, 
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that the Gorernor had come to a resolu¬ 
tion to.aoi’ept the tetnis I had offered. 1 
consented to the terms of capitulation sub¬ 
joined, and at nine o’clock the Brigadier 
/\.drfani, eight officers W high rank, and 
2,57,2 soldiers, filed offthroiugh the breach, 
laid down their apps, and six staipj of 
colours, and were ccjftducted as prisoners 
of war to Murviedro.—-We found in tfie 
place 17 guns, 80(5,000 cartridges, 2,000 
pounds of English powder, 6,000 balls, 
and 2,50iJ English muskets, &c. &c. I 
have the honour to transmit to your High¬ 
ness the detailed account* thereof, aS well 
as weH as that of ^le provisions.—Diffi¬ 
culties vanquished by tlie science of forti¬ 
fication; the hollowing a passage in the 
rock for the artillery, and making ap¬ 
proaches upon the single accessaffle point 
of the forts of Saguntum ; the labours of 
the artillery, in the erection of their bat¬ 
teries, all raised upon points of rocks 
brought to a level by means of earth 
brought.from a distance; all this effected 
under a h«avy'fire, do honour to the Colo¬ 
nel of the Engineers, Henry, who displayed 
a great oonstancy and activity, as well as 
the Chiefs'of the Battalion Capelle and 
Chart!, who particularly distinguished 
themselves,by their exertions—1 have the 
honoiv to transmit you the views and 
plans of the forts, and a detailed report of 
the oKtraordinary labours by which a pas- 
»age to ijiem was effected. The task was 
very ^levere, and would have been much 
more so if the enemy had had time to place 
24- poifnders in the forts.—Thus ninitiog 
the prisoners taken* at the battle of the 
25th, and the garrison of Saguntum,•! am 
nbout%o send to France, in three columns, 
7,211 prisoners, of whom more th^in !i(')9 
arc officers,—I am with respect. See, 
SucHET, Marsligl of the Empire.— Camp 
€(f' Murviedro, Oct. 27. 

P. S. 1 have the honour of transmitting 
likewise to your Highness, the repfirt 
the Genera's of Artillery and Engineers, 
Vallieand Regnat. 

Copy of {lie'Letier of his Excdltncy Marshul 
• • Count Sachet to Bfis'udkr Andriani, 
Governor of the Forts of Saiiuntum .— 
Camp before Murviedro, Oct. 2S. • 

You have witnessed the battle of to-day. 
Tb,ree stand of colours, twenty pieces of 
cannon, 4,500 prisoners, among whom are 
Generals Mahi and Caro, have fallen into 
the hanjls of the French army. I offer 
you permission to obtain what informktion 
you majr want, by sending some Officer to 


the Frenrh camp. After that Isball grdnt 
you terms of capitulation, vj'hich in giving 
you the honours of war, will secure to 
•you the rjght of filing* off throngh' the 
breach, and of layisg down ytAir arms 
outside the fortress ; and fiirthes, I shall 
consent that the Offhcers should retain 
thtir^ arras and baggage, 1 require atV 
aiKWcr in the course of an hour.— Suchet, 
Commander in Chief of the Army of Ar- 
ragon, and Marshal of the Empire. 

The substance of the capitulation is, that 
the garrison shall m^rch out, through the 
breach, prisoners ; mit with the honours of* 
w'ar, shall file off with their arms andj)ag- 
gage, and lay doiyn fheir arms ouUid|‘ the 
fort.—The Officers sfiall retain their arms, ^ 
equipage and horses, and the soldier* their 
havresacks. Persons* not 'beariQg arras 
shall be free, an^ may immediately re¬ 
turn to their homes. 

• 

Report with Respect tv the Works erected by 
the Engineers during the Siege of Sagun- 

• turn. * 

» 

The army arrived on the 2 .‘ld of Sep- 
teml^^r tfqfore the fortress of Saguntum. 
Thi sSrae day the town,of Murviedro was 
taken possession of, and all the enemy’s 
posts were driven in, and the fortress com¬ 
pletely invested. For some nights follow¬ 
ing communications were formed in Mur¬ 
viedro, where we were screened from the 
enemy’s fire. The streets were barricaded, 
and embrasures were opened in the houses 
on the side next the fortress. These works, 
which were execatied under a'heavy fire, 
cost the lives of several miners, and that 
of Raffiird, Lieutenant of Engineers, a 
bravti and zealous young officer.—The 
rock of Saguntum is situated on the right 
Isank of the Murviedso; it is insulated 
from ail the heights, and rises in a peak on 
the half of its periphery. The other 
iialf falls in very abrupt declivities, and is 
atcessible but on a very few points^ on 
account of the jetting of the rock. The 
ancient theatre of Sagifntum is about half 
*vay,up, partly cut out of the rock, and,.at 
the foot of the rock is the town of Murvie- 
dro, the walls*of which kre washed by the 
river of th*e same name. On the long and > 
narrow fidges of the rock are the remains 
ol*ancieiU works, aUuibuted to the Moors j * 
the Spaniards have repaired them—have 
added new ones, erecting flanking works, 
and have Tormed tenures for the batteries 
and parapets. Tbesentire mass of these 
works forms a very irregular fort of 4(X> 
toises in lej)gth j and in breadth jfi'om SO 
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to 60 toises. It U divided into four parts wiizers, and five mortars. They attempted 
or'piaces, so that a, part of the fortress the tower of the outw^ork oT St. Fernando, 
being taken the remainder may be still It-was Constructed of hard ancKthsck ma- 
defeaded. The rCdoubt of St. Fernando 'son work, and the battery was at too great 
is on the highest poiat, and commands all « distance, so ibvft the brekch was but, 
the rest. <>The great roads from Valencia slowly eff<‘Cted, which induced a deter,mi* 
toBarcelona meet and pass under the guns natiop to batter the apgle formed by the 
the place.—Wy were obliged to haVe tower and the flank, ^hich proved a mat- 
the artillery for the siege brought Ysom tef of greater facility.—On the 18th the 
Tortosa; but the little fort of Oropesa, fire was kept up, and at'four o’clock in the 
which the enemy occupied in our rear, in- evening the breach was practicable for 
teri'upted the way in a defile.' A battery five or six men abreast; but it tv* of 
of three 24-pounders, ^and a mortar, was rather diAicil'it access. It was formed 
Vaised against this fortj which surrendered only df the rubbish of the walls, without 
on tl^ 11 th of October, after a cannonade any admixture of ear|h. It was JO feet 
of ei,^huhours.—AH ‘that w^s necessary high, and its base being on an inclined 
for the siege of Sagunlum was then free to .rock, it was, of necessity, very steep. The 
pass, and the tools and sacks of earth enemy appeared above with much resolu- 
wanted by the engineers were forthwith tion, and neither our artillery or mus- 
conveyed thither. All the counter-forts ketry could repel them, nor prevent them 
of the rock were too low to permit of our from constantly repairing the parapet 
erecting in them works to batteli' in breach, with sacks of earth, as they were levelled 
except a ridge of rocks which stretches by the guns. Orders were giv(^ for the 
for 200 tqises in front of St, Fernando, ^o assault at five o’clock in the evening.— 
that the attack,.was necessarily made on The column of attack assembled in the 
that side. place, which had been formed within 35 

On the* 5th. of October, the plficers of toisesof the work, pushed on to the breach, 
engineers commepced the approaches, and some gallant fellows actually reached 
formed covered ways through the rock, the top; but they were driven down by a 
and lodged picquets of infantry within 76 shower of grenades and hobits„ and their 
toises of St. Fernando; profiting by the failure determined the retreat of the 
occasional protection which they derive columns.—In this unfortunate .affjiir we 
from the irregular form of the rock. The lost 120 men. Lamcran, Captain ofdEn- 
artillery began to batter in breach on the gineers, was killed in the breach, together 
extremet^ of the platform at the distance with some miners—The assault had failed 
of 160 toises. Colonel Henry and Major because the breacli was in a recess covered 
ChuUiot bad a road formed with great dili- by the iire of the enemy, because'It was 
gence, in order to bring up 24-pounders to too narrow-vbecause the troops debouched 
the battery. They were constantly obliged from too great a distance, and finally, be‘- ’ 
to level the rock by mining.—On the 1:2th, cause the battering train of three pioKes of c 
they claimed the first point, behind which cannon yvas insufficient to level the parapets 
they had stationed Uiemsclves, in order to and drive the enemy from the breach. A 
reach the covert of the rock, which runs resolution was adopted to e/ect a new bat- 
. out from that on which St. Fernando is si- tery nearer, to increase the number of 
tuate; they got through the rocks on the guns, and to push the covert ways to the 
righ^ taking advantage of such veins of foot of* the breach.—On the 19th, Colonel 
earth as were in their way, and making Henry caused the troops to advance in an 
use of sacks of earth and gabions. On the indented form. Steps were cut in the ro^k 
niglit of the 15th they reached a p,lace- behind whict) they were stationed, to faci- 
within 35 toises of tfie fortress, covered by iitate the ascent, apd when they had reach-, 
a bend of the rock,‘which afforded a place ed the summit of this rock, they approach- 
of rendezvous for the troops wbh were to ed the breach bji the aid of ad indented 
be engaged in the assault. Major Chulliot, edvert fol'ined of ^acks of earth ; on the 
wdin directed a part of these works with night of the 24ih they were within three 
great bravery, was severely wounded.— toises of the fort of the breach, when thfy 
On the 17th the artillery began to bom- formed a small parallel, 
ba^d with three 24-^pounders, two ho- (To be continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 

COWQVEST OF THE EmPIRE OF JaVA.- 

On Monday, the I 6 lh instani, irtlclligence 
was received by our government, that 
the ships and troops, sent ajisainst the 
Einpi/eof Java, under Rear Adm. Sir Ro¬ 
bert StopfOrd and Sir Samuel Auclimuty, 
had succeeded in taking the city of Ba-* 
lavia and also the greater part of the 
Dutcii and French EurofXMii forces in the 
Empire of, Java. The troops landed, i' 
seems, on the 4lh of August, Batavia sur¬ 
rendered «t discretion on the 8 tli, and, on 
the 26th, the intrenched and fordficd 
works of fjoineiis were forced. I he ene¬ 
my are stated to have lost two thousand in 
killed an^ five thousand in prisoners, iuclnd 
iiig amongst the latter two getierals. Our 
loss is stated to have been considerable. 
The Governor of the island, whose name 
was .Jansens, Was a Dutchman, and his 
troops, about 10 , 0 t )0 in number, w'ere 
Dut<;h. The amount of our force, which 
went from our East India possessions, is 
not sjated in gross; but, from the detail 
of the several corps engaged, it would 
seem to have amountod to between 15 and 
2 U thou.sand land \roops, excUisive of the 
•sailors aijd marines belonging t« the 
^quadjjon employed on the expedition, 
which, to have conveyed such ^ army, 
must have been considerable, though its 
force is not pafliculariy stated, an omis¬ 
sion so common to all our dispatches of 
this nature, that it cannot fairly be attri¬ 
buted to accident. The contest srtsms to 
have been very sanguinary; for Sir Sa¬ 
muel Auchinuly states, in his dispatch, 
that “ in the action of the 26^h, the num- 

J>ers killed were imipense, but it has 
" been impossible to form any accurate 
“ statement of the amdbnt. About one 
“ thousand have been* buried* in tRe 
“ works, multitudes were cut down in tlie 
".retreat, the rivers are choaked up with 
" Jead, and the huts and woods were 
" filled with the wounded, who have 
" since, expired. We have taiken near 
" &;000 prilcyiers, * among whom Ire* 2 
".General Officers, 34 Field‘Officers, 70 
" Captains., and 150 Sobaltera Officers; 
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" General Jansens made his escape with 
" difficulty, during the action, and reach- 
" ed Buitinzorg, -a distance of »J0 miles, 

“ with a few cavalry, the sole rciAains of 
" an army of fo.ftoo men. This pladfe 
" he has since, evacuated, and fled,to the 

“ Eastward,”-Ilbrd Minto hi^nseif, the 

Governor General’of India, rep.iirtid to^ 
Batavia, the capital of the Evnpge, and 
ibence he writes hisadisp'ijtches, d-ited on 
the Isl of Sopteiobi r. Directly after bis 
arrival iheie he tiiok formal possession of 
the sovereignty of the country and of 
sovereign sway ovcr'all its inhabitants, by 

tjie following proclamation:-" Pro- 

" CLAMATION. In the napie of his Ma- 
" jesly George the Third, King of the 
" U^ited^Kingdoms of Great Britain and 
" Jre^and.—In consequf nee of the glorious 
" and decisive victory obtained by the 
" British Army under the Command of his 
“ Excellency Lieutenant General Sir Sa- 
“ muel Auclimuty, Commander in Chief, 

" on the 26 ih of August, by which the 
".French troops were driven out of the 
" strong position at Meester Cornells, 

" upon which their Generals placed their 
“ sole reliance, and by whichftficir whole 
" army, with hardly any exception, either 
" fell in the field, or were made prisoners 
"ol*war; Lieut. Gen. Jansens fled in 
" great disorder to Buitenzorg; but, know- 
" ing that the victorious troops would soon 
" pursue him, he has precipitately quitted 
" that post also, and has directed his 
" flight, in despair, to some other quarter, 

•• after having refu.sed a .second tim» the 
" invitation of the English, to enter into 
“ arrangements for rtie benefit of the 
•" cqjuntry, which ho left without defence 
" at their disposal.—Lieutenant General 
"^Jansfens, wlio represented the French 
“ Sovtrei^n in Java, having thus abandoned - 
" his cTiarge, and avowed by his actions 
" 1 ii» incapacity tOAiford any further pro- * 

" tection to the country; the French Ga~ 

" vernment is hereby declared to be dis« 
"solved,*and the liritish atuhority to be 
,“Jub’y and finally established in the island of 
" Java, and all the possessions of th« * 
" French in the Eastern Seas. This Prp- 
" ejaimation it issmsd for the informUtiion 
• C c 
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of /he good people of Java, in order 
“ that they may'slricfiy conform to the 
" duties of uUegianee and fidelity to their 
•' Sovertigv George the^ fhird, and they are 
^ " hereby etpolned and commanded, under 
the most severe jtenaltys, to abstain i'rom 
||olding correspondence with, or afford* 
",ihg any aid or assistance to the 
" bers qt the late French Government or 
" its adherents ; but on the contrary, sup- 
** port wil/i zeal and obey with fidelity, 
" the arfthority with which they are now 
"^lappily united. A provisional form of 
" Administration will be immediately es- 
" tablisbe^,, and as sodn as that is per- 
" formid the beneficent •and paternal dispo- 
sition ef the British Government towards 
“ the people of .Javsk will be manifested* 
" by the publication of such regulations 
*' as may be successive!}' adopted. Done 
^ " at Weltevreede, the 29th day sf August, 
"1811, by his Excellency the Governor 
" General of British Indiq. (Signed). 
" Mint©.’*— —Thus the conquest was 
completed in due form, and assumed all 
the character^ .of permanent swSy ojrer 
the whole nation, without any exception 
as to the rights of any of the native sove¬ 
reigns of the country ; and, in one of his 
dispatches. Lord Minto observes, that this 
conquest being completed, the British na¬ 
tion has neither an enemy nor a rival left 
. from the Cape of Good Hope to Cap^ 
Horn ; that is to say, in nearly one half of 
the globe. His Lordship speahs of this 
achievement* as being full of glory and 
advantage, and appears to anticipate from 
it the most beneficial results.—-—TJie first 
Lord of the Admiralty, in communicatvng 
this intelligence to the Lord Mayor of 
London,calls it “ satisfactory intelligence;” 
the ministerial writers exultingly observe, 
that this puts the finishing hand to the 
work of conquest out of Europe, there 
beinginow three out of the four quarters of 
the world, wherein neither a French nor 
Dutch flag is flying)^ and,* it is to be re¬ 
marked, that, on the day when the intelli¬ 
gence arrived, thosp old proclaimers of 
victory and Joy, the Park and ‘rower* guns, 

•rwere 6red-Yet am 1, for my part, of 

opihroD, that this conquest, great ks is its 
'magnitude,,will be of ny advaniage to this 
country; nt||y], that it cannot fail tp be an 
ittjuty to which opinion I will 

imw proceed give my reasons.——Were 

1 to cdiifine view <o that description 
.« of petiions in the kingdom, who are the 
dispenser^ or. the objects, of patronage, I 
should be far from .inying, that there 


was no advantage in this conquest j for, to 
them, it will, for a while, at leas^, prbjle a 
fiost abundant harvest; as it already has 
Pfoved, I dare 8ay,,to those immediately 
concerned in it, jhe worth of the prizes * 
being immense. 1 loo)j at the cooqu^t 
as it w')ll affect the wbot^nationj as it will 
affeUt /hose who havh to pay the taxes, 
and to expose their persons in defence of 
this our own country; and. then, I am to 
inquire, how it will aid the pecuniary re¬ 
sources, of add to the security* of the 

country from forejgn attack.-But, first 

of all, leU us sec what this conquest con¬ 
sists of.——A country, in geografiliical 
extent equal to England; and. In popula* 
fion, exceetling it by two thirds. The 
Island, oi* Empire, of Java, contains, it is 
computed, 30 millions of souls. The 
Dutch were the absolute masters of ihe 
island, though there are in it, one Em¬ 
peror, several Kings, and many Prince.s of 
inferior note, who are sufl'ered lo retain 
their titles, but arc the mere ppppets of 
their European Masters, who take upon 
themselves the trouble of governing, espe¬ 
cially in those two important pgrticulnrs, 
the administration of justice and the collec¬ 
tion and disposal qf the revenues; that is to 
say, the absolute power over then’s lives 
and purses. We have.now strppcif into 
the shoes of the Dutch, or, railier, thojje of 
their sovereign, the Emperor Napoleon; 
and,' indeed, the Proclamation bf Lord 
Minto, above quoted, clearly'shows, that 
we mea» to bold the .Country by the, .same 
tenure. That Proclarn'ation lakes the ab~ 
solutetsnveceigtily Ironi the bands of Na¬ 
poleon and puls it into tltose of (ieorge the^ 
Third, who has certainly been the great*?st 
conqueror, as well as the greatest warrior 
that ever .sat upon the English throne. lie 
has lost some territory, indeed, and some 
subjects, in his time ; but, what were the 
three millions, which the American States 
contained, at the time of their separation, 
compared to the scores of millions, which 
he has conquered and who are become his 
liege subjects in Asia and Africa.'*—Tjie 
Empire of Jav.a produces great abundance 
of articles of commerfe, especially Spices, 
Iridigo, Cotton, Goflfee and Sugar; and, 
we are told, in tlie ministerial prints, that 
we have, by this conquest, supplanted the 
Dutch-French in the most valuable pikrt 
of their commercial possessions and pur¬ 
suits.——^Tliesl are fine pictures to draw ; 
fine bxhibitions to make to ^ people who 
are called ih>on so often by the tax-ga¬ 
therer fol* *tiie means of supporting the 
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war; fm« matter, for a paragraph or a 
spt^^ehV blit, let us not be dazzled by 
them^ let ua examine the thing wit|i 
closer cyej.-——In the first place, as 
our relationships witfi Europe and North 
America: does the reader suppose, that the 
Ijaving made tbi* conquest will tend to 
convince the nations of Europe, that*Na¬ 
poleon aione hasithe rage of conquest and 
ambition in his breast; that it will tend to 
Convince them, that they ought to hate 
him and make other etVurjts against him. 
because he is not content with ,a ssvay 
oyer the original territories, of France ; 
that^t will tend to convince them, that we 
are not actuated by any motives of ambi¬ 
tion, and that we are at war purely for o6r 
own defence, and for the restoration of the 
liberties and independence of the nations 
eff Europe ; will this conquest, in short, 
tend to make the nations of Europe regard 
us solely in the light of deliverers? We 
have here added aO millions of people to 
our conquered subjects, a number far sur¬ 
passing all those whom Napoleon has 
added to the empire of France ; and, if 
our ciiiKiuests in India, in Africa and in 
the Islands of America, since the com¬ 
mencement of the French revolution, be 
taken iiKo the account, all that he has 
done in ihe way of conquest is, as to the 
number'of subjects, a mere trifle ; and, as 
the vulgar saying is, he, as a conqueror, is 
a fool Vo us.-And, as to the Dutch na¬ 

tion, what impression must this conquest 
produce upon their minds r Will,they like 
us the better for it ? And vyill they like 
him the worse Will it not , ratlij;!-make 
then} zealous in his can?'', and reconcile 
them to his sway, as the only means of 
protection egaiust our power ? Vhey have 
often been reproached by our writers for 
submitting quietly to that sway; but, 
those writers h, ve never pointed out the 
mean.s by which the Dutch wer^ in any 
other-way to preserve themselves from 
•submission to us and to Prussia. The 
Slates of Holland were compelled to seejf: 
protection from the old Covernment of 
JPrance, upon whom* they actually de¬ 
pended for their sqfety ; and, that which 
has taken place now i? very liHle, if any, 
more humiliating than their then situa¬ 
tion.-As to the part that Napoleon is 

Acting towards Holland, it is that of a 
conqueror, to be sure. The . country, 
whose government was tliten at w'ar against 
Ffance, w;,as conquered by France* ii; the 
.year f795*,’just after the ietre&t of our 
army; Under the Duke of^ork, oot of 


Flanders. From that time, Hollai^ has 
been at the disposal of France ; it has been ' 
under the sway of Franco ; and nqw it has 
become a part of the Frencll empire, as. 
modi as Ireland is bec 9 irtc a pan of the 
United Kingdom, sending, in the saiiie” 
.manner, deputies, dr members, to thtili»e»- 
gialative Assembly at Paris.—-t'he right 
of conquest is a right that has never.been 
disputed until of late. It is the way, and 
the only way, that the sway ov^r countries 
is acquired; but, the folly of eur com¬ 
plaints against I^poleon, on this scorey is, 
that every word we say, is a w'ord said 
against ourselves ;> for, by whatotHer right 
than that 6f conquest, do we hold sd great a 
part of India, and by what other right baile 
we divested so m^ny sovereigns of their 
authority ? Talk of piitling down sove¬ 
reigns, indeed ! W'hy, here, in this single 
conquest, of which we boast, do we not 
assume absolute sway over an Emperor 
and several Kings, as well as over the .'W) 
'millions of people of whom ihfey formerly- 
claimed allegiance ?——How will this 
new fauquest operate in thi;,mind of the 
Afijerican government I)oes the reader 
think, that it will tetid to remove any ap¬ 
prehensions there felt, with regard tiv the 
power and the views of England ? Will 
it tend to give the President a more fa¬ 
vourable opinion of those views ? I should 
think not. I should think, that it would 
'make him doubly fearful of doing any 
thing tending to throw weight into our 
scale. He mu|t naturally wish to see 
neither France nor England have the 
power to domineer over the world ; and, 
oC course, when he sees, that " France 
" has not a flag flying in any p-artof three 
“ quarters out of the four," he will feel 
less apprehensions at her strides than at 
tiiose of England. Therefore, every con- 
que,st that we make tends to give Amerfca 
a stronger and stronger bias towards 
France. And is it not perfectly ridicu¬ 
lous to hear tmr waiters reproaching the 
American President for not making our 
cHuse his own; for not declaring himself 
on qnr sido; at thelvery moment, when 
tlie^e same writers are boasting of oqr 
havifig swept three quarters of the world 
, clean of the French ? They say, llidt 
England has st^ed her existence upon the 
eveni of this contest, and they tell Ame¬ 
rica, that if we fall, she must fall too. 
'I^ey are, here, downright alarmists; but, 
what must she thinh'of their alarms, when^^ 
the next Backet jwiags her an account of' 
England aaviiifi kt single, dash# con*; 
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quere^ more subjects than Napoleon has 
conquered all together^ and when she 
bears us not only ex 4 )ress no doubts as to 
the propriety of such conquests^ but hears 
us boast of it as a gLuribus achievement? 
'-rs—The President, in his late Speech, 
a glance at tl!e revolution now 
goibg on in South America, and seems*to 
signify his approbation of tlie change 
which is likely to betbe result. Strong con* 
demnation has been expressed of that part 
of his speech here. But, does he not per- 
ceijve, that that country^ill, unless inde* 
pendent, fall into the bands of either Eng¬ 
land of.^’rance ; and ouf^it he not to wish 
to see that prevented ? This new conquest 
oSours vyill not, 1 presume, tend to alter 
his opinions upon that^ subject; for, why 
should we stop at Java? Why should 
Peru and Mexico not be as necessary to 
^ us as kingdoms in Asia ? And wl^’ shauld 
the President of America think more about 
the conquest of Spain and Portugal than 
al)out that of'Java ? If he tak^s a view of 
the u>liole of the. Conquests of France, he, 
will find them to fall far sliort of thjs one 
conquest of En^and. Eet us see'a liySq 
how the fact stands; when exhibited in 
figures. France has conquered, or claim¬ 
ed sovereign sway over the following 
countries, inhabited by the following 
numbers of people. 

Genoa and Tuscany.. 1,250,000 

Modena and the other Sove- <■ 
reign Dubedoins of Italy 2,000,200 
States of the Pope......... 2,000,000 

The Two Sicilies. 6,005,396 

The United Provinces. 2,758,632 

Swit7erland .. 1,900,000 

Hanover, Brunswick, Ham¬ 
burgh, &c. 1,145,000 

•‘^pain. 11,000,000 

Portugal . 1 , 838 , 87 !) 


29,898,107 


England has conquered and proclaimed 
full and sovereign authority over the Em¬ 
pire of Java, containing of inhabitants 

* !{o,ooojfOoo 

• Deductconquered by France 29,898,/07 


■^Balance in favour of.^ng- 

laad .. 101,893 

Now, observe, reader,^this is giving the 
^Island of Skily to France, while it is very 
well known, that our writers recommend 
the vigoroui measure of taking possession 
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of it fur ourSelves, and it is also giving her 
Spain and jPortugal, of the latter of v^ich 
countries it is equally well l^own that we 
have actual possessiop and almost absolute 
c^mm^nd, and of th*e former of which we 
say that the. Frencfh will never obtain the 
sovereignty. I have placed the ob* 
ject in the best possibke point oP view for 
the enemy ; and yet, beat him by 
101,893 conquered souls. I beg, there¬ 
fore, to ask any man in his senses, what 
should induce the President of America 
to be alarmed at the progress of French 
ambition, and to ffel no alarm at ail at 
the progress of English ambition ?-*—I 
shall be told, perhaps, that there is a great 
deal of dijj’erence in the two cases. O, aye ! 

^ a great dejl indeed. I arn well aware of 
that: namely, that the one is French and 
the other is English; but that is all the 
difterence that I can see. There is in¬ 
deed anotherdiflerenceto us; tha|is, that 
our conquests are in another hemtsphere, 
whereas those of Napoleon are close at 
home,; are of territories and‘people 
bordering upon France, and speaking, in 
great part, the French language.' But, 
while this, though an important distinction 
with Kj, will jjot, I should suppose, weigh 
much with the American President, who 
can scaiTcely be more alarmed at that 
power which confines its conquesU to Eu¬ 
rope and to its own borders than at thdse 
of a power, which sends its conquering 
fleets and armies to the utmost- extent of 
the globe. Am I^tqld, that Napojeon 
would gladly extend bis conquests to dis¬ 
tant countries if he could ; my answer is». 
that his inability to do it must redder him 
less ail object of fear with America. * So 
that, in vthatever way I view the matter, 

I cannot help thinking, that, as far as this 
new conque.st of ours have' any effect at 
all upon the minds of the American go- 
.yernmeiy; and people, the eifect will be 
that of giving them a stronger disinclina¬ 
tion than before existed of throwing any 
part of their weight into our scale in the 
present contest; which, in spite of all our 
boasting, we yet feel to for our existettci 

us. a nation independent qf Prance. -And 

here.,we come to jhe second question: 
what advantage will this country, what 
advantage will the people of England, Scot~ 
land and Ireland, derive from this con^ 
quest? That it will benefit those who 
possess patronage*and those who crave for 
its lirgesses 1 know very weiy that it 
opens a vast field for those who wish to ^ 
get fortuAes'without labour or studythat ‘ 
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it will Be but*lel for hundreds and’thou- every French sailj »nd'lb»t n^e shhil ie* 

saiMWof*persodiK %hoTor diVers reasons quire lest men of war, and, of lioqiae, tttss 
oqire a Voyage to the antipodes; thatitw^l expenoe toprotec^t oar coihraeS’ce inthbia 
. disburden inany and Why an individual seas. May be so*; butj that is not to mjr 
who is loaded -with tha\ species of poor- point; which is simply this; Will the coo* 
rates which the parish knows nothing of j .quest iirnmsh tfur wes f If it does not. to 
that it will tend to (Itakeelbow-roogi appn ^nvorth nothing to os.——Yes, it might 
the sinecure andpension lists: that it will * possibly be, if it rendered us at home more 
do all this I readily allow; for Java with secure against those deadly blows which 
its 30,000,000 of people and all its Em- the enemy alms at us; and hqfe we come 
perors and kings cannot Ije taken proper to the last and the main point of our dis* 
care of without a great number of.per5ons cnssion; for, thhugh the conquest ^re 
from this country an^ more than they D'6t to lessen our taxes; nay, if it^were to 
were by their Dutch or French rulers, augment them if 4hat cart well be*; still if 
We are told that these latter “ took cure it fessertefl oUr danger, if it added to our 
"of the administration of Justice, and 6f security,!should freely siy, it v\[a8 a go8d 
"the public reveauef' and, it* is not to 'thing; a thing for jvhicp we ought to toss 
be doubted, that we shall take as good our hats into the air, to hollow, and to 
care, 4 |t least, of these matters as they did. make bonfires, thfc age for which latter 
Here will be an abundance of laUyers and seems, by-ihe-bye, to be passed. 1 do , 
of tax-gqflierers wanted, and, will any man not, however, Setf how this can possibly 
say, that we are, as to numbers, at least, ^be. For, in the first place, Java will re- 
deficient in either; and, with regard to ‘quire Eartpeon iroops; and ha've we thUsU 
the latter, can any man have the face to to* spare ? All the good things in Java, 
say, that he supposes, that we fall short, in with«30 millions of people^ all the justice, 
point df^ experience and ability, of any ltfl.theTlevenue, wiH require/roqp*. But, 
nation to be found on the globe, whether granted that we can find troops to send 
we speak of taxes to be raised on land or thither, still there is nothing added to that 

on watef ?-^To impart to "the good force which is to protect us against the 

“ pJhple of Java^ as Lord Minto calls fleets that are building for the avowed pur- 
them, a* portion of what We enjoy in the pose of our subjugation, and to augment 
above-named descriptions of persons the which force so many schemes have been 
nation* might, and, doubtless, would, be * resoiifed to. The reader cannot car^ in 
very willing; but, still I ask, what adem- his mind one half of the devices that have 
tage ihe conquest will produce tg the peo- been put in practice to geUifien into the 
pie of this kingdom; to thf people who army.« Measure after measure have been 
. perform the labour and pay .the tjixes of adopted, law after law; there have been 

the country?-Will it cause less labour; regulars and militia, and fenciblesand sUp- 

* or, ^hich is more to the point, will it cause plemeritary militia and army of reserve 
less taxes to be paid by the preseflt payers and local militia aqd volunteers and vo- 
of taxes: for all centers there at last? luiiteerhig out of the militia into the regu- 
Tbat it will nbt 1 am, for my part, fully lars. In short, what has not been resorted 
convinced; and, indeed, I am pretty con- to in order to augment and keep up the 
fident, that I shall be able to shout to my < military force in this kingdom ? flow, it 
j'eaders, when the proper time comes, that Will, I suppose, be admitted, toat these 
it will have caused a« augmcBtation of th^ measures havb* alLbeen neceshOry ib tK 
tkxes. I never yet saw one of our con* sefety of the country ; 1 mein 

quests which did not produce such an ef- defence of the counjry against the Frenchf 
‘ rect, in which respect bur conquests ^re of for, .as to hny other danger ; as to any 
a ilature precisely jhe opposite of that of o///«r purpose for keeping op this 
the conquests of our enemy, who alvifays it n^ver has, at any rate, been openly 
makes'a shift titer parti, as he calls it, or, ‘avowed. Well,,lhen, if all these raeaas 
as we call it, to turn to good account, the of raising men, means so distressing 
Vonquests that he makes. In short, he aU to the people, so burdensome to the pa- 
ways makes the people, whom he con- rishes »nd so ruinous to many mcliVidnafS, 
quers, assist in carrying oft the war againsj have been necessary to the detenCe ot the 
US, wfiile ye, as fatr as my observafion has country against the French, who are jurt^ 
gone, alw&ys incur a new‘burthen with on the other side of the Lhannel, must 
everyn'qw conquest. I shaft Be told, that not that deKnce ^e rendered less 
thif* conqhest. clears the Eastern seas of must not our danger be augmented,* 
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by sliding 15 or 20* tliousand troops^ hide their diggmce, helS fortli that»Famee 
and keeping them up, in the newly ponp would rather be weakened]hanltr«ogtb" 
quered 'Eittpire ? Shall I be toW. that Aied by her new acquisitions. They were 
the troops neoessary fhr the defence of tifid of Antwerp afld of the fleets that , 
Sh® empire 1i)f Java will go from our would grow op there} but,’Stiil they ip- 
IndLan Empire ? My knswer is, that they |i8tec] that an extensionjy territory would- 
canhot be spared thence ; or that, if they tcni^to^ weaken the power of Fratice} ^tna, 
can, we have been making great waste of lord Hawkesbury, who hjd once talked of 
money and.of lives in keeping up so large marching to Paris, said, that all the tetri* 
a force in our Indian Empire, and that, torialjconquests of France were more than 
too, at «* time, when the superfluous over-balanced by our acquisiiiona. in the 
force might have been employed in Spain way of ” ctipual, credit, and confidence^ 
and Portugal, or at Walcheren. No: iuis whereupon Lord Castlereagh produced a 
clear, J^iat we must sq^id out an addi- string of statements and calculations about 
tional raiinber of troops (u thpse'Empires; imports and exports, proving the truth of 
and then, I say, that we shall, by so much Lord Hawkesbury's assertion. These 
us this number amounts to, weaken our de- worthy ppopie forgot, or seemed to have 
fence at home. If, indeed, we could hire forgotten, wholly, that they had, a thqu- 
foreign troops, at so much per head, as sand times overf insisted upon the ne^ssity 
was done in the American wpr, there of continuing the war in order to drive the 
* would then be nothing but (he money french within their old boundaiies: and 
wanting; bnt these, I believe, are not, that one of the great ailedged grtsundsof 
now-a-days", to be got to Serve out oi' the war, in the fi?st instance, was the ne* 
Europe. So that *we must, it seems to i\ie, cessity of preventing the Frenrtt from 
msLean absoluih tltrlaction from eyr na- opening the navigation of the Scheldt, 
tive force, for tite purpose of secuniig rti^ All this they had forgotten, or supposed 
possession of this iifcwly conquered Em- tliat the people had forgotten it'; but, at 
pile. Thus do our conquests work In any rate, they now all said, ibat there was 
a way precisely opposite to that of the no danger to England from the fxlension 
coiiquesc of Napoleon, who from all the of the dominion of France; for, that*ex* 
countries that (je conquers, draws legions tensiop of dominion was no proof ol an 

■ to fight against us, and whose armies now increase of power.-'.Now, passing cfver 

in tiie peninsula, are well known to consist* the inconsistency, the change.of Wine, of 
in great part of Germans, Italians,*IIol- these people, and passing over also "the 
landers, iJvwsj, and even Polanders. If fact, that we are overy day of our^lives 
we, indeed, could bring a hundred^or two inveighing against Napoleon for exteniling 
of thousands of our newly conquered sub- his dominions, and that we are now, as we 
jetls into the field against the Frenc|j; say, ‘'*fjghung the battles of England’ 
if wc could bring a good stout army of in endeavouring to keep him from ‘con- ' 
those brave people, 30,000.000 of whom quering l^pain and Portugal ; passing all 
sufi’er themselves tobe*hQldin^ubjecticn by this over, let us see how this position of 
15 or 20 millions: if we could bring these Lord Hawkesbury app'ies to our present 
into the field against the Frencli, we might case. As a genmd^sition it certainly is 
see fhje works; but, as matters are, the not tiue^; for, if itwere, whvtt state need 
^ conquering of them will give us not the ever be afraid of the aggrandisement of iu, 
smallest security agaiii8tF.wnce, and must, neighbour; what state would ever com¬ 
as I think I iiave shewn, weaken the de- plain of its neighbour's conquests ? If it 

fence we already have.-At the time were true us a* general position^Wtlle states 

when the pcace'of Alniens waK mad^ the would be more powerful than great onei, • 
Ijiihislers and Mr. Pitt (for whom,<in (act. which it would be burlesque to attempt to 
the peace was made by Mr, Addington), maintain. ^Conquests,' extension of ter- 
t|jld the nation, in their Speeches in par , ri'ory, by adding the means of warfare, 
liameni, that extension dominion was no generally add power to that which a coun- 
proqf qf an increase qf teal power. 'Their try already possesses, as was shown in ihvi 
motive for doipg this was plain enough, rise of Pru.ssia, where a kingdom, and 
They, who had all beqji in oflice duiipg one of thq mostyowerful in Europe, grew 
^ the Aiitbiacobin war, bad to justify i hem • but pf ailditions of territovy and of subjects, 
selves Ibi^pkving suffered France to retain from time to »nie made to a phtty Electo-^ 
such an eiftension of territory as she did rate. But,*tlien the conquered parts, the* 

• retain at the peace. They, therefore, to /tequired Apetitory, muk be contiifUqps; 
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nature vnu$t assist* policy. The territory 
mu9t*be»advantageou8ly placed, and the 
people must b6 able and willing to defenii 
their new •government; they must brii^ 
no burthen upon the'conqueror, but must 
bring him assistance. Where this is the 
case, extension (fTterritory is a proof, and 
the most certain of all proofs, of an inci'ease 
of power. This'is the case with the con¬ 
quests of Napoleon. The countries of 
which lie has assumed the sovereignty lie 
contiguous to France ; they<are‘parted from 
her only by imaginat^y bounds, *8001) as 
those which separate Middlesex from 
Hertlurdshire; the people inhabiting those 
countries had an intimate intercourse with 
France before. When you get to llaiA- 
burgh or Rome, indeed, the Connection 
was^orc remote, but, still there was a 
conflRtion by the means of intermediate 
c*ountries, and when these bad been an¬ 
nexed to France, the annexation of the 
former partook less of the odious nature of 
a conquest. But, bow is it with our con¬ 
quests ? What connexion is there between 
us and J^he people conquered ? They knew 
us not as neighbours but merely as con¬ 
querors ; and, of course, we have no power 
over the^i other than that of the sword ; 
no principle to govern by but that of fear. 
From such conquests no military aid is to 
be expected; but, on the contrary, they 
demand a part of our own military means 
to secure us the possession of them. No¬ 
thing is to be drawn from'them in the way 
of taKcs ; for all the proceeds oi>those are 
swajlowed up by the persons deputed to 
‘ rule over the conquered ; and, if \v« want- 
a ed any proof of this fact, it is found in the 
experience of all our colonies, got one of 
which ever yet sent a shilling into the Ex¬ 
chequer. Fay difli-rent, therefore, are 
those conquests which the conqueror an¬ 
nexes to his own dominions from those 
which he bolds nt a distance. And this is' 
the difference between the conquests of 
prance and those of England, The former 
gives strength to the conqperor and the 
. fatter weakness. Tfcya former are like 
fresh battalions brought up to join the 
main army ; the latterlike towns captured 
in a country where the battle ik not t(f be 
fought. If there were two armies engaged 
a desperate conflict upon Salisbury' 
Plain, one fighting for Wiltshire and the 
other for Dorsetshire, what should we say 
to thi; General wljo shuulS, in the midst of 
the battle^pn the result of which *hi»ex- 
■istence.and that of his conijty depended, 
tend off detachment of his army to take 


I possession of the highlands of Scotiaiid f 
I What should we s*ay to such a ^neral ? 
And yet, this does .se4m to nie^to«be not 
very diSsimilar topur conduct rn pursuing 
distant conquests, while, according to ooe, 
own acknowledgments, we are carryittg 
•on in Europe a contest, upon u/hkh toe^ave 

fStdked Mtrexistence. -Some persons,think, 

that these distant conquests will, at any 
rate, be worth something to us, as objects 
of exchange in the negneiatingaof a peace. 
Did colonies tell in this way a^ the Iasi 
peace ? Did they^urchase back one siif^le 
yard square, of European territory? Did 
they takf one jftt of power jiuf of the 
hands qf France*? No man will ^ay that 
they did; and why should they do it at 
'another peace? lf>indei:d, the taking of 
the Empire of Java would afford us even a 
chance of diminishing the power of Napo¬ 
leon at a'pcace; if it would make him, for « 
one week, ccar.e Ins ship-bqilding at Ant- 
,werp, I shoqld say there was .some national 
advantagein it; but, itw'^llnotdu that; and 
wfll, on the contrary, sharpen his desire 
I tc^fal^^to destroy the poiyt^rof England. 
During the Anti-Jaqobin war, when that 
profound pair of statesmen, Pitt and Dun- 
das, were conquering Sugar and Coffee 
Islands, the orators in the French tribune 
promised their country, that they would 
reconquer those Islands on the continent of 
, Europe. " Let the English capture and 
'* guard and cultivate and improve our 
“ colonies,” said they, “ we have some- 
" thing else to*attend to; 'and, at the 
" peace we will make them deliver them 
“ up with all their improvements.” And 
were they not as good as their word ?—— 
The conquest, of which we are speaking, 

, cannot, however faU to give an additional 
I degree of desire to Napoleon to destroy 
! the power of England. He secs, as W'cll 
as we, that there is not a French flag fly*- 
ing in any quarter of the world •except 
Europe; and be cannot see this without 
feeling a strong desvre to put an end to the 
c|use, and to force into action all bis re¬ 
sources for that purpose. We do not go 
aboflt to nip the rahifications of spread- 
ingkwCeds ; wc do not even give ourselvrfs 
the frouble to trace to their points- the 
‘numerous shoot»{ we look for iiotbitrg 
but t^e roor, and having found that and 
cut it off', we leave the rest of the svork to 
the ordinary operations of nature and time. 
Tne rout of all these colonial conquests 
is here, in England. Our enemy will# 
never attempt to reconquer colonies from 
jus; he w'ill leave the ramiffcatiooa te^ 
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thenCselves; but, as he, sees them increase, 
he will see the necessity increase of 
getting at,, the root.’ In this view of the 
matter, therefore, I am inclined*to think, 

, ehat, if the eonquest of the Empire of Java 
Ungn^eni no other purpose, it will not be 
!ili;ply to fall in answering that of reader* 
ing the great conflict here more desperatef 
more expensive, more bloody, and of longer 
duration. 1 do not know that it is pos* 
fiible for Nopoleon to make our commercial 
exclusion from the coiuinent of Europe 
more complete than it* is; but if it be 
possibip, I am sure that this new conquest 
will a reason for altempting it: and, 
^di^d, it is folly not fo believe, that no 
exenioii'wiM be spared to eiiect against us, 
all possible mischief, rn which Napoleon’s 
measures will, doubtless, be cordially ap¬ 
proved of by the Dutch.—~Such is my 
• view of the nature an^ probable conse¬ 
quences of the conquest of the Empire of 
Java. 1 am aware that I differ From man^ 
persons respectit^g it, and especially from 
the editor of the Morning Chronicle, who 
observes, that our success here pQirtts out 
the sort of warfare that we ought to |>uf- 
sue; but, if he were asked, whether he 
bclirve.s, that the possession of the Em¬ 
pire of Java is equal in real value to the 
possession of any one of tlie forts at the 
mouth of the Scheldt, or into that of a 
single farm in Switzerlaml or in the ]ate« 
Austrian Flanders, 1 hardly thiok ib*it he 

would veiitqre to answer in the alihniaiive. 

<• 

Spain. TiieWab.- French dispatches 

give us an ai count of the operations oi‘ 
their armies in Spain, from the fall of Sa- 
guntum (inenlioned in a former Number) 
to the 18th of Niivembt-r. Marsital Count 
Suchet writes, under date of the ftth of 
November, that he was boginnin!: to pre¬ 
pare for the siege of the city of V.ileiiria : j 
that ltd had defoated some bands of 
tiiards after the fill of S igiyinitn, and that 
he was clearing the coVtniry of these bands. 
He speaks very confidtnilj' of the success 
of the siege; and«, mentions that the 
^.nglish _ Consul, Tu’pper, is circuihling 
money in profusion, and the most false 
and ridiculous news with a view of Steep¬ 
ing up tlie spirits of tlie*Valencians. The* 
Consul has, we tee, from our news-papers, 
published an address to the soldiers in the 
French army, inviting them to des^t, and 
prom'Miig them protecfion and rewaW. 

*• •——The Marshal Dukeof Dalmatia, under 
dates of tha 121st and 2ttth ol October and 
. find of November, give* an account of the 


vm 

death of General GawdnsAt, wh® ^killed 
himself tvith a musket, and who, ,as the 
jOuke says, was afflicted with melancholy, 
©ur writers attribiiflp this act fo chagrin at^ 
not having been able to beat the Spanish 
Gener^pti Ballastcros; but there does not ap¬ 
pear much ground fqf this. 'JCiie Duke* is 
quite severe on General Girard, who was 
surprised by General H^il; and he threat¬ 
ens the former with punishment, accusing 
him of almost wilful neglect. Jle states 
the French", made prisoners upon that oc¬ 
casion "at 400; wf; stated them at l,(X)0; 
probably the truth lies between thjp two 

accounts.- Count Doksenne gives, 

\pnder dates of 21st October and 9th No¬ 
vember, accounts of several engagements 
of inferiof note, in all of which, as he says, 
the French were victorious, killing^tany 
hundreds and making more prisoner—^ 
From these accounts, making due allow¬ 
ance for exaggeration and suppression, 1 
think that, as to Valencia, which is a very 
impi rtant object, it is likely noS-to make 
a very long resistance; for, in the lirst 
place, it has Suchet before it, and it has the 
dreadful example of Tarragona ‘Mr. Top¬ 
per’s invitation to the foreigners in the 
French army will be of little avgil, as long 
as these foreigners have a fair prospect of 
plunder before them, and have provisions 
in their camp : nv>body ever knew ai*ch 
men desert under such circumgiances. 
Suchet aptptears to lie a map of great 
ability and of egual courage: a man 
of great fescurce, as lb's 1^'rench call if, A 
French oflicer, on parole at Alresfnrd, has 
writtervto me to assure me, that Suchet was 
never a barber, but was the son of a Manu- < 
Juctimr eminetice in his Imc of life, and 
received a gtiod educaiioii. This was of 
no consequence at all. It vkiII neither add 
to nor diminish any part of his merit or 
demerit. He will not be known in his¬ 
tory,noF ill the present times, by his former 
slate of life, no, nor by his rank, but 
by his acts in Spain or in any other paivt 
w'here he may. be employed ; nor will the 
circumstance be of any consequence 
them* against whom he may serve. The 
inhabitants of Tarragona might as well 
'have been killed by a barber as by a ma¬ 
nufacturer. They did wrong to suffer so 
long a resistance to be made, and 1 do n«l 
know that it was in his power to prevent 
the bloody consequences. All that we 
•know of him for ceriati^ is, that be has 
shoM'n great talents as a gcnexhl, and this 
we know op|jf from his great success; for’ 
amidst all the lies (for where.tbere aie 
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such flat ceptrodiclionft there must be lies) 
we hear*.it Is impossible to build* upon 
any thing except iuch great apd notorious 
acts ftS cannot be denied. *,1 have observed 
that, since 1 have been in,Newgate, this 
commander has sent a))out 25 thousand men 
prisoners to f raiicer ^including about* 12 
hundred officers. This* is a fact that^ ha* 
been found to be undeniable, and this fact 
is enough for his reputation as a general. 

- - Upon |t view of the whole of this in¬ 
telligence, It is.fairly to be prMuijiod, tbat 
the French experience g/eai harra^sing 
from the Spaniards, especially those who 
fight in small irregular bodies, who appear 
to be a species of bands, and of whom the 
inhabitants are, probably, as much afraid 
as they are of the French, if not more. 
Their mode of warfare is .something like 
that wliifb was practised by the Royalists 
in La Vendee ; and if they could take safe 
possession of any one particular district, 
they might probably obtain for themselves 
some considerable boon at the hands of 
the French; but, there does not seem any 
good rea.scn to suppose, that they will lie 
able to reifrrd, for anv length of time, 
worth speaking of, the subjugation of their 
country, unifss assisted by a greater force 
than it appears wc are able to send into the 
peninsula.-.—It is iiiut h to the honour of 
the Spaniards (supposing them to be ac¬ 
tuated byjJ hatred of being conquered, and 
notby«a senseless prejudice or a sti'l more 
senseless fanaticism) thatj^lhey have with¬ 
stood tile French, in rfny portion of the 
country, so long as they have. It-is often 
observed itt our public prints, that .•hey 
a.'e a very dillerent enemy from the Aus¬ 
trians, the Prussians, and the Dutch, to 
which may be added the H tiioveriaiisaTid 
the Brunswicker!-; but, without.stopping to 
make any remark upon these omissions, 
let me ask these writers, these wi.se men, 
whether they are aware of the tendency of 
this coarrusit f The Spaniards were deserted 
by their King and all the royal family ; 
and, when -they first rose w’th arms in 
their bands, they rose to oppose him to 
whom both their kings had consigned their 
authority ; they rose*, as they expressly 
stated, against their “ old infamous fiovern- 
ntent.” Now, the nations, who have been 
subdued by France, had all of them their 
Kings and old governments at their bead. 
To reason from analogy here would, there¬ 
fore, lead to concluskins, which, 1 iniagine, 
these writers, would be' very ujuch afratd 
to' draw. , They should, tberj, be very 
careful to libstain from so frequently dun¬ 


ning the . pemisea in the ears of they 
readers. But, this is ihSir why, they are 
bunglers, and if they were not bungign, 
^ey wouldmot be venal writers. ’ 

City Address. --The gener^ 'princi- • 

pie# of American poircy, as relative to. . 
Frqn^h and England, were discussed in* 
niy last. I will not now liazard, because 
it would be useless, any conjectures as to 
what measure the Congress wil^ adopt 
with regard to England; nor woiJld I 
again revive the qi&stion relative to the* 
Orders in Council, that having been already 
discussed more fully'than was ne^cessary 
to the conviction of impartial men; ^ut, 
an article in the Courier, of the 19lh in- * 
slant, upon the City Address* (which I in» 


* On Wednesday, 18 tb December, 1811,. 
the Riylit Hon. the Lord M iyor, the Al- 
derineii, Sherifis, and Common Council 
of ,the City of ^London, waited upon his 
Royal Highness the Princ.e Regent, at 
•Yurk-'^ouse, with tiie following Address, 
whicb wuS^read by tiie Recorders— 

To lit* Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, Regent of the United Kingdotn 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 

The dutiful and loyal Address of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com¬ 
mons of the C ty, of. London, in 
(^ommon Council a.sseiiihled. 

May it pieaseyour Royal Highness, 
We, the Lord Mayor, A derinen, and 
Comnantts of the City of London, in Com¬ 
mon Council assembled, humbly approach 
your Royal Highness on behaif of our¬ 
selves, and the commiinity at large, with 
an earnest request th .t yttur Royal H<gh- 
ness will be graciously pleased to adopt 
such measures, as with me advice of the 
Most Honourable the Pi ivy Council shall 
seem meet, for causing a suspension of the 
use of Grain in i^ie Distilleries of the 
United Kingdom, siiclr suspension appear¬ 
ing to us to be one of the most effectual 
means of presenting kbose serious evils 
which h fartlier rise in* the price of grain 
is at Itbis* time so obviously calculated to 
produce; and we farther humbly beg 
leSve. to express oor confident hope, that, ' 
well aware, as your Royal Highness must 
be, of the causes of the present scanty 
supply o^grain from foreign parts, and of 
the great distress that may arist? therefrom, 
your Royal Highness, to whose justice and 
humanity we snail not, we trust, appeal 
in vain, will be gra:ioualy pleased to em- 
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^rt below), demands some attention. The 
reader will perc^ve, that the City is here 
found fault with«Tor having presented suc^ 
an'Attdress. That alone would, deservf 
some notice j but, here is a defence, or, at 
least, aif attempt at a defence, of the con -' 
,duct of the Ministlbrs in refusing to revoke 

* tbe Orders in Council, and this nangit^not 

pass unnoticed.-- “ Undoubtedly his 

lioyal Highness is aware of the causes 
*' of scanty supplies from foreign parts ; 
he is aware that his 3Iiniiters have no 

• " conlroul over thefl?; that the measures 
" they have adopted were measures strictly 

(d'dyjence, the nwcessity for which was 
“ iftiposed upon them • by the (pensive decrees 
“ of the enemy, in which decrees, America', 
" the only neutri^ nation, either tacUly 
“ acquiesced or feebly and slowly opposed. 
“ The City desire, though they do not say 
" so directly, that the Orders in Council 
should be repealed,' and the usual chan- 
" iiels of foreign intercourse reopened. 

No persons would l>c more willing to do 
“ so than the "Ministers: but there nsust be 
" two p'^rlies to the contract, ar.d the City 
“ of London have not informed us boa’ we 
" are to compel one of them to execute it. 


ploy ail the means in your pow’cr, by 
adopting measures corresponding witli 
your own Royal character and disposition, 
to re-open to us, if it be practicable, tlio.se 
channels of intercourse with foit^gn, and 
especially neutral nations, whiyh have 
henHofufe’ been found so generally ad¬ 
vantageous to his Majesty’s subjects, and 
so good a seenrity against those dreadful 
calamities which are but too ofier< the 
consequence of a scarcity of the neces¬ 
saries of life. ^ , 

To which Address his Royal Highness was 
pleased to return the following most gra¬ 
cious Answer: ^ 

fmust always see with great concern 
the pressure arising frttm a deficiency in 
the harvest. I have directed such steps 
to be taken as mav tend to give the ear¬ 
liest effect to any fneasfures'whichtuiay be 
adopted by Parliament, for the purpose 
of relieving the inconveniences ' or evils 
likely to result from such deficiency; and 
whenever circumstances shall make it 
practicable, nothing shall be wanting on 
my part to contribute towards the restora¬ 
tion of cammerc.ial intercourse betaveeq 
this country and other nations to the foot¬ 
ing on which it has been usually conduct¬ 
ed even'in the midst of wat. 


“ They dd not asierl -(and aw glad 
“ that they have not repe^ed'abe lan- 
“ guage of the Americans and their advo- 
“ cates in this ptountry) tliat Buonaparte 
“ has reall}' repealed one of his Decrees 
“ against us, or th^t tfte Berlin awf Milan 
•• Edicts are not in aS fnuchforpe us they were 
when they tixre Jii^t issued. 'Po repeal our 
“ Orders in Council,* therefore, swould not 
“ bring us a bit nearer the desired re-estub- 
" lishment of commercml intercourse with 
“ foreign nti-.ions; and of this* his Royal 
“ Highness seems perfectly convinced. 
“ He assures the City of London, “ that 
“ nothing shall be wanting on h*$ part to 
“ contribute towards the restoration of 
" commercial intercourse, whenever cir- 
" cumv-tances shall make it practicable,” 
“ or, in other words, whentver Buonaparte, 
“ ^ realty Treating his Decrees, Shull prove 
“ to us, t/uu be is himself desirous qf such 
“ restoration. But he roust*set^he example 
“ of relaxation, because he set the example 
“ of severity. The initiative, must pro- 
“ ceed from him, and those who argue 
“ otherwise, attempting to pefsuadc the 
“ people that our Orders in. Council are 
“ the causes of commercial distress, and 
“ that their repeal would remove it, prac- 
“ tise a scandalous delusion upon t^ Coun- 

•• try.’* -No : it is you, and your like, 

who practise a scandalous delusiog,.upon 
the country, in making attempts to cause 
them to believe the contrary ; and tg prove* 

this be it. now my task.i- . It is said here, 

that tbe Ministefs have no controul over the^ 
causes which do, or map, prevent the supply qf 
corn^from, foreign parts; and fyrther, tiiat, 
if the Orders in Council were rgpealc^, 
that measure would not bring us a bit nearer 
the desired re-establishment qf commercial i/i* 
tercourse with foreign «arw>w.——With re¬ 
gard to the first of these assertions, it may 
possibly be true, because we do not yet 
know, that the Americans have prevented, 
or will prevent, corn to be shipped for 
England. But, as to the second as,section, 
it is as destitute of truth as aay thing that 
ever appeared even in this same Courjpi;; 
for, what is it that prevents the free inter¬ 
course with America now ? What is ji that 
has caused the pcobibition of the entrance 
of English goods into the American States ? 
Does not every one hnow that it is the^ex- 
istence of our Orders in Council? Is-not 
the fact notorious ?. Is it not well known, 
that the President, by a Procjamatioa 
issued in November IsiO, ^clared, thkt, 
if those Orders were not repealed by the 
2ad day ^ February, 1811, j^helmpocta- 
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tion of Eggliih gofbJa shoald ret^e; and, 
is it not* QOttsrious, that such importation 
did cease accordingly ? And does not the 
Pr^ideot non declare, thatnhis is the cause 
of the ^non^importation ?. Whist assu* 
ranifee, then, must a man have to say, in a 
pnblid print, that, if *tl»e Orders were re¬ 
pealed it would not bring us a bit nearer' 
the desirefl re'Csiabirshment of conimer- 
' ciai intercourse with foreign nations; un¬ 
less, indeed,^rown bold by the conquest 
of the Empire of Java, lue dues siotVegard 
America as a foreign naliofi, but as snill 
being an .appendage to the Mother Coun¬ 
try ?-Here is America, at any rate; 

here is this great out let for our goods; 
here is an out-let that took off one third 
part of the whole of our exports ; Ifere is 
this tnaiket cut off’by the Orders inCoun- 
cU, and solely by them ; and, as it would 
be in the. power pf the Ministers to repeal 
those Order?, to them the natioti has to 
look ftir re.sponsibility on the subject.—— 
But, I shalV be told, perhaps, that the 
Orders ought not to be repealed. That may 
be; but that is another (fuestion; and that 

question we ‘will now discuss.-1 will 

first say, for myself, that of these Orders 
in Council ^ always disajiprovud; tiot, 
howeve*, on acconnt of the power that 
they caused- to be exercised ; but, oi\ ac- 
count^f that power being exercised under 
• pretext of/etaliatmn nganist Napoleon, in- 
’stead of meciipg the ln).stility of the world 
in the shape of a right bojdly declared to 
excrcise'a mastershin hn the sea; •and I 
foresaw^ and foretold, that, if ewer Napo¬ 
leon repealed his decrees, our ininiiai.ers 
would fftid themselves compelled to break 
with America at a time less advantipieops 
than at the time when the Orders were first 
issued. I was furXher of opinion, that such 
a power as the Orders gave would so dis¬ 
tress the continent of Europe as to compel 
Napoleon.to repeal his decrees and to ^ffer 
commerce to take its usual channel. In 
this*I was deceived. Experience has 
proved, that' the continent is too safely in 
bi« Stands, and that the privation of colo¬ 
nial and English goods can be borne with. 
But, experience, whidi makes fools wise, 
has, of course, had noeftedt upon inen like* 

our ministers.-The ministers went, not 

updo our right, generally, to exercise sueh 
a power open the sea; but, upon the par¬ 
ticular right of retaJiaiian. .They said to 
America*: France h^ts issued certain de¬ 
crees detrim^al to your commerce with 
us'; and,.therefore, we have issqpd Orders 

datrirngntarto your commerce with her. 

• . - 


The logic by which this was attempted 
be justified was perfectly original; as waa 
ti^ act itself. The pretext did, however, 
clearly,imply, that, the Orders w^re to 
remain in force no longer than the Der 
crees. Indeed they could not, ^f they 
weroto be considered as'measures of reta- 
liatiqn,' Whenever America complained 
of the.se O ders, which, in effect, cause 
war to be carried on against the American 
ships trading with France, as far mer¬ 
chant ships can taste of war; whenever 
she complained of tifese Orders, we told 
her, that they should be revoked as soon as 
she could prevail upon^Napoleoii to rep*eal 
his decrees, She was" told, that we W%re 
very anxious fur that event; and thqt, in 
order to get rid of ali diffjcullies as to 
which p.ariy should begin to repeal first, 
we were to proceed step hy step with 
Fiance in tlw good work. Well, France 
did, at last, not only fi^gin, buj ended this 
wurje. Napoleon revoked his decrees, and 
then America called upon our ministers 
to do rtie same, agreeably to their repe'dted 
profesjiotisf and promises. They diid not 
repeal their Orders; and ihe consequence 
was, the execution of the non-importation 
act in America, which has assisted so 
maierially to produce the present distress 
in tiie manufacturing towns in England. 
What, then, is the ground of justification, 
whj,ch this partizau of the ministers takes. 
Why, htasays, that Napoleon has not re^ 
voked his Decrees, and that, therefore, our 
ministers are right ki not repaafing the 
Orders in Council, 'ibus the question is 
reduced to a mere point effect; and where 
are wt: to look for satisfactory evidence of 
this fact, except in the declarations of the 
Americanminislrrsand government? The 
evidence that we have is as follows: Mr. 
Pinkney, then American minister in Lon¬ 
don, officially iniormed our government in 
ABgust 1810, that he had received official 
information :rom the American minister at 
Paris, that the Frt-ncb decrees were re¬ 
voke^, and that the revocation was to be 
acted upon on the ‘2nd u[ November, 1810. 
Mr. Madison, upon tefceiving the same 
information, issued a Pioc'amation de- 
.daring iTie fact, and, at the same time de- 
cldhing, as the law .inquired him, that, if 
England ^id not revoke her Orders before 
the 2nd of February 1811, the non- importa¬ 
tion Act Aould be put in execution as to 
Engifsh goods. Here, then, the fact was 
asserted first by an accredited minister in 
England ; next in a proclamaiioi\ by the 
President in America; next by an Act oi 
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yCoBgresB^ put in force, after the operation 
of ttie revocation ^ and now in the speech 
of the Presidonl, after a year’s obser^- 
tion >nd experience ; for, hd say^ in tUs 
Speech :’“.it wab hoped, that the mcces- 
tive confirmations of the extinction of the 
" French decrees *so far as they vioiated 
our neutral coraiherce, would Ravg in- 
*‘ duced Great Britain to repeal its Orders 
" in Council." And, after all this, the 
fact i| denied, and that denial is made the 
ground of a refusal to repeal the Orders 
in Council! Yes, wK are still coolly told, 
that it is for Buonaparte to begin repeal¬ 
ing; and that then^we will follow his ex- 
antplc!——This rrtilly is too impudent. 
Wejenow better than the President and 
the Congresj whether their commerce be 
still subjected to the rrench decrees! We 
are the only judges of the fact whether 
they be still injured in tliis respect by the 
Frencit ? They are to see with ottr eyes 
and hear with our ears! 7'his is acting the 
Motitef country to some tune. ——— We will 
believe nothing and nobody. We our¬ 
selves aive the sole judges of jfhat js true 
and what false in the whole worW.* We 
not only claim the right of judging for 
ourselves, but that of judging for America 
also. She is to believe or disbelieve as 
we dictate: and,' though a fact comes 
Touched by a de,claratiun of the President 
and by a law of the Congress, we, without 
the smalle.st ceremony, treat it as a notori- 
ousfakhood. This is what ouv venal prints, 
and the'one above-quoted, has done ; and, 
indeed, this is what our government does, 
if it refuses to admit that the French 
decrees, as far as they related to •Ame¬ 
rica, are really revoked.——Does the 
reader think, th<it this.is calculated to 
conciliate America ? Does he think, tbac 
this is the way to re-open the chan¬ 
nels of commercial intercourse with neu¬ 
tral nations? Does be think that the 
Americans will brook such an affront, 
than which it is* im^iossible to offer a 
greater ? it is telling the whole worljl, that 
the Chief Magislfate and^tbe Legislature 
of the United Stales arc both /iaft and hy- 
pocTitts, and the basest of hypo^crifes, too ; 
because the object of the lie must be to 
di.«guise facts, whisii, if acknowledged, 
would call upon them for measures of re¬ 
sistance.-What would our government 

say, if their solemn declarations were thus 
treated by AmericS? Nay, what Vvoukl 
they say to one of us, if we were so to treat 
their declarations ? One ^f the charges in 
the Ex Officio Iniofmation which sent 


^ [71)2 

Mr. Gilbert WakefieW to Dor^fiester Jail 
for two years, was, that he^c«uSed '* the 
“ great Statesman no^ no moTe" of i«- 
sinceritj/ in hissOvertures t8 treat for plaice 
with tli£ Frefich Republic. And^ are We 
tq suppose, that oth^ir governments aiW to 
bo accused of lies and hypocrisy t^itboet 
inqving theirgalf? Is_no ^vemment but 
our own tube supposed to havh any foe)* 
ing r— ■—At this rate, there can never be 
any peace between us and. America ; for, 
it is p^fect nonsense to treat with a go¬ 
vernment, upp<i whose declarations you 
place no reliance. There can ht no ac¬ 
commodation while this pretension to be 
the sole judge of the veracity of the Ame¬ 
rican government is asserted. It has, in- 
deedf been distinctly asserted only in our 
venal news-papers, as yet; but it must be 
distinctly abandoned, in acts, at least, be¬ 
fore any accommodation jcan possibly take 

place. . So much for the revocation of 

tile French Decree.s; but this writer is 
quite wide of the mark. He Seems to sup¬ 
pose that the orily ground, upon which 
our ministers refuse to repeal'the Orders 
in Council. This, howevdr, is not the 
case; for, it appears from the President’s 
Speech, that, if our ministers were to 
acknowledge the i*evocation ‘of the 
French Decrees, ihtey are by no means 
prepared to repeal the orders.*" They 
have taken entirely new grounti, and say,^ 
that they will not repeal till oar goods 
are permitted Jo be carried by neutrals, 
into the ports now* shif,t against them. Thl 
President says, that it.was, with the f-n^g- 
lish government,'' an indisfAinsible con- 
“ dition of the repeal of the Orders “in 
% Cryincil, that commerce shoujd be re- 
" stored to a fooling, that would admit the 
“ productions and manufactures.of Great 
" Britain, when owned by neutrals, into 
" markets shot against them by the 
" efeemy." That is to say, that, though 
France does repeal her Decrees, we will 
ntrt repeal our Orders, unless Napoleon per¬ 
mits neutral ships to carry o'ur goods into 
the countries out Of which he now fhuW 
them ; though France does cease to pro^. 
^ hibit Amcriea woof trading England, 
the latter will net permit America to trade 
with France, unless Buonaparte -will re¬ 
ceive English goods, though the teeaRns of 
neutrals. So tlrat we here punish Americs 
because Frapee has established such in- 
terpal regulations areen injurious to our pro- 
8uce and manafactnres, thdugh, ps to t^ose 
reguiatiossj America has neiu^4lie poWei 
nor the right to interfllre.-a>«.A(td, doei 
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the re^er believe, tha^ we shall get our 
end ? Dot^abe belieVe,. tRat America will 
he able, or* irftleed^ that slie w'ill endea¬ 
vour, to prevail upon Napoleon to abandou 
the jJontinental system ? ' Vet tbij is ma¬ 
nifestly, what the answer of* the Prince 
Regent alludes to, \t^n he talks of« 
change of circrfthstances,. He says, that 
he shall be ready to contribute “ towasds 
“ the restoration of commercial intcr- 
course between this country and other 
“ nations to w footing on xuhLh it hos been 
" usually conducted even in the mitfsl ofwar.” 
Yes, but where is the power,*or where lT>e 
right, to make the French abandon their 
custom house regulations ? What shttuld tye 
say, if any nation were to demand of us 
to give up,any part of our prolnbiiions or 
seizures or confiscations ? What shouid 
we say to any nation who should dare to 
interfere with Us in the execution of oUr 
smuggling lay-s?* What shouldsaj’^ to 
an American envoy who should niake to 
us any proposition having that object in 
view ? “ Tfte footing on which it has 

usually been conducted.” Aye, but 
there is no (Irinciple in the law of nations 
that forbids the ejfclusion of English pro¬ 
duce and manufactures from other coun¬ 
tries. Every severeign has a right to admit, 
or not attmit, whatever goods he pleases 
into his states; unless he' be under some pai - 
ticniar i^gagement with regard to such ad- 
ilfMssion or nen-admission. Wa punish Ame¬ 
rica becTuise she does not force France 
to suffer English goods to enter the conti¬ 
nent of Europe; but,swbat should we say 
of l^^pol^on, if he were to punish America 
for not forcing England to admit'Frcnlh 
godds info this kingdom —-But, the 

tiling is too plain to admit of further Mlus- 
sration. It is a mere question of power; 
we are able to seize American vessels 
trading with the French Empire, and we 
seize them. If any one thinks that thig is 
good policy, let him say so; but, let no 
one attempt to justily the measure by the 
miserable means that the above writer has 
resorted to. Time will sliew Vhat the 
eflett^of the measure will "be; but, 1 am 
of opinion, that there are feyv men of an/ 
infurmation to be found, who expect it 
to produce a restoration of trade to the 
continent of Europe or that of North 
Amertta. 

. Casaccas.- The adherents of the old 

governraerft in this coantiy appear to he, 
makjng desperftfe efforts to prevent the 
establisbment. of freedom. My* readers 

m 
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have before seen the new coaetitutinn., 
formed in the Caraccas, aud, I. trust, they' 
have seen it with great satisfaction, it 
wa« not, however, to be expected, that^ucdi 
a dhange would be accomplished, wirtiout 
troubles and bloodshed. There nlways 
are so many persons so (kieply interested 
,in pftvijnting the putting down of an old i 
syslcm*of .sway, and especially such an 
oik: as existed in the Caraccas; there are 
so many persons, who,'when stripped of 
what they got Irom the public resoflrqjtis, 
may as w ell cedsc to e^sist at once, that it 
i.s never to be expected, that they will 
yield without a desperate struggle ; and, 
as tlipy will seldom faij to have a eom^* 
durable number of dependents and par- 
tizanr, who, more or less, partake in their 
fall, tlie struggle will seldom fail to pro¬ 
duce some bloodshed.-It was stated, 

.sometime ago^ that Miranda, the Com¬ 
mander in Cbief, had-Uiken possession of 
New Valencia, and it now appears, that 
there* has been a*forinidab!e conspiracy, 
the object of which was to wrest it out of 
the hands the Rcpubiican.s. The go¬ 
vernor (Vt tfie*placc, under the d:rte of Sept. 
6!h, writes thus to General* Miranda.——— 

" It gives me extreme pain to inform you, 
"that last night a conspiracy broke out 
" in this city, the object of wliich was to 
“ overturn the Authorities lately esta- 
“ blished, and again to place Valencia in 
" thef hands of the enemies of the cause of 
“ iiidepenitence.—The number of infalu- 
“ ated persons engaged in this detestable 
“ plot has not been Ascertained; but at 
" present more than 200 are in confine- 
“ metit^ many of them persons of the 
“ highest trust and distinction. It should 
" seem, that by means of bribery many 
" of the troops th5t had Sworn allegiance 
" to the General Congress, notwithstand- 
“ ing the benefits they had derived under 
“ it% Government,, were induced to disre- 
" gard their oath, and abandon their duty, 

“ and even the guanas of the palace were 
" parties to the con.spiracy. The 13th, 

" 22d, end 23d regiments of infantry, and 
" the 27tj} of cavalry, hoffever, remained 
“faithful tea their officers.—At midnight 
the palace was attacked, when these 
“ gaUant troops flew to their arms, and 
“ with unexampled *ihtrepidity put to 
“ death a fbw conspirators who had scaled: 

" the walls,«and with fixed bayonets ef- 
“ feciu^lly resisted th| entrance ,of seve-' 
ral thousands wW had forced the gates* 

“ This.dteadful contest coirtinued for ibe>: 

“ space of au hour, when the triurAph ofl 
• 
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" the ca)fte of liberty was again conspi- 
caous. The enemies of the confederatetl 
" provinces w^e every where defeated, 
“ IntVthe approach of day-light displayld 
<' to vieW'the leadfrs of about 700 victin^. 
■—SaCh are the particulars I now have 
it in mypower»to detail; and since the 
'* “ defeat of this horrible project,.! nave 
“ taken the necessary measures to ‘sefcure 
and bring to trial the prisoners, but not 
•• until some of the conspirators, taking 
asivantage of the confusion, efl’ected 
“ their escape thr^jgh the gates of the 
" city. 1 am happy to add that all is 
*',tiovv tranquil, and the prisoners in my 
" hands will be brought toHrial, and exe- 
“ CQted, as soon as is consistent with tire 

** co'urse of the law."-Another article 

of inteUigenhe is of still more importance. 
It appears, that, on the 21st of September, 
a person of the name of Pa% had been ap¬ 
pointed on a mission from the Govern¬ 
ment of Venezuela to that of the United 
States^ and that he wds to inform the 
latter that bis Confederation is reedy and 
w'illing, to enter into a commtr,fial treaty 

vuith the Nbrlh American Goacmnietit. - 

This, though naturally to be expected, 
is intelligence of a high order. That 
such a treaty will be formed there 
is little room to doubt. Indeed, the 
Speech of the American President pre¬ 
pared us for this, and more. " In con- 
“ templating the scenes,” says li^, “ wliich 
" distinguish this momentous epoch, and 
V estimnung their claims to our attention, 
“ it is impossible to overlook tliose deve- 
** loping themselves among the great com- 
“ munities, which occupy tlie Sauthern 
“ portion of our own hemisphere, and ex- 
“ tend into our neighbourhood. An en- 
" larged philanthropy and an enlight- 
“ encd forecast concur in imposing on the 
" National Councils m obligation to, take a 
•' (jLeep interest in their destinies; to charish 
" reciprocal sentiments of goad will; to regard 
" tlte progress of jeentr; and not to be un- 
" prepared for whatever order of things may 

" be ultimately established." -Let ahy one 

look at the mapfof America, he will 
be at once convinced, that thqfe most 
exist a close connection between the * 
United Slates and the new Republics 
which are rising up in the South. The 
latter have the Gold and Silver and nu¬ 
merous other commodities wanted in the 
United States, whilq these latter have all 
the things wanted by their Southern 
neighbours, sh!]>9 and arms and ammuni¬ 
tion not excepted. ^ It mhy be too much 


[7!)ff 

to hope ; but it is by ijp means impossible, 
that two or three*years may*8« freedom 
established in all those countrifss, whither 
the Spaniards carried slavery, fwu-secution, 

and ihe,most Sorrible cruellies.-New, 

now is the tirfie for the achievement. The 
oM government of•l^pain can give its' re- 
. presentatives no r^ssistance f it has neiiber 
ships nor troops. England can jpare none 
of the latter. Every man that she can 
spare out of these islands is called for iii 
Portugal, ^Spain and Sicily, * She cannot 
seqd troops against the Republicans of 
South America; and, as to Napoleon, his 
ships, if he had the troops to spare, dare 
not venture out to sea. Thus is all Europe 
benumbed with regard to South America 
and ^is revolutions. The great powers 
here, who could alone interfere with ef¬ 
fect,, are safely bound to Europe by their 
mutual animosities. This is lucky, at least, 
for Soq|h America, whicjn will now 
become an object of extraordinary in¬ 
terest with those, who wish to see free¬ 
dom and happiness the lot ot all men, in¬ 
habit whatever country they may.-A 

free commerce w'iih South \merica, or 
even with the Caraccas alone, will produce 
wonderful etfects in the United States. It 
is precisely th.at sort of commerce which is 
most advantageous, to them : if opens a 
market for their produce, and what they 
have never before had, for their manufac- 
itti'es. The terms of such commerce can-, 
not fail to be liberal: there will be a fel¬ 
low .feeling bfctw.een the parties; there 
will be yvery moti/e for friendship an^ 
reciprocally advantageous intdrccsir.se. 
—^And, what are we doing* with regard 
to the Caraccas ? We are sending out 
Comfimimiers to the people there. And to 
do what? To mediate between them and' 
the government of Old Sp'ain, which go¬ 
vernment they no longer acknowledge! 
They have not only declared for indepen¬ 
dence; but, they have fought for it; have 
woij it; have formed a constitution of go¬ 
vernment for themselves; and hafe ap¬ 
pointed one envoy 'at least to treat with a 
foreign power. And do we expecL^tfiat, 
|fterihis, they wil^ enter into any negocia- 
tion, c r confere^ice, as subjects of Old Spain, 
that being the only capacity in which our 
Commissioners will be authorised to,con¬ 
sider them ? If we do, w'e expect a*great.^ 
deal more than is authorised either by the 
nature of thefcase or thecharacter of the par- 

,tiea principally concerned-,-^Yet, while 

we are altied with the OtdYjovernmeqt oP 
Spain,* vfh cannot eqiter ifito .dw compact 
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with the Repablifjans in South America: I 
we cannot (fbnsider them as independent; ! 
bat must,•as*far V able, take the 
opposite aide; and, if, at last, Napoleon 
should 8ubdae*Old Spain* we shall have 

friends in neither countr]^.-^Beaides, 

whatp exan^/e.' woiM the Anti-Jacobins 
exclaim. What in example, in taking part^ 
with, or giving countenance to Republi¬ 
canism j and that, too, after having fought 
so many years against its principles in 
France! ¥^t, there is some reason to ex¬ 
pect, that we must condescencT, at lasK to 
treat with these people as tn independent 
nation ; nr, we mast expect to have them 
for enemies in a neighbourhood where en- 
terprizing enemies may be very dan¬ 
gerous.—But let us watch eventg; for 
they are the only instructors that we now 
listen to. 

Nottingham •Riots.- These riots do 

not seem to be put an end to. The rioters 
have burnt some-corn stacks, it seems,.and 
committed various other enormities, not 
only in the county where their operations 
began, but'also in Derbyshire ana Leices¬ 
tershire. Great numbers of troops, horse 
and foot, are slated to have been marched 
against therm; but, hitherto, without much 
success.* The cause of these riots is un- 
qucslionably a scarcity of work in the 
mani^ctures co-operating with the high 
. price of bread. The former might in 
some \ncasure be removed, (he latter 
cannot by any power tba* man possesses. 
Whether it would be rig/it to remove the 
formeif by such steps as vi'ould re-ouen 
the ports oT America to our goods, *s a 
question* upon which we differ; but, no 
one can doubt, that Napoleon has h4s eye 
' upon these riots, and upon this marching 
of troops against‘them ; and as little'is it 
to be doubted, that he will not be thereby 
discouraged from adhering to his mea¬ 
sures for shutting out English goods from 
the continent of Europe. Satisfied as 1 
aw, that such exclusion will, in the end, 
be a benefit to the people of England, 1 
gihfty no means disposcif to repine at his 
smuggling laws. COBBETT. * 

StiUe Prison. Newgate, ^riday, , • 

20th December, 1811. 

—- - - ; -- 

PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Sir; I have read, in your»Weekly Ke- 
g'lBier of‘the 7 th December 1811, a Inttej- 
‘ uppn the aubjSct of Prisoners^ of War, 
which has Interested the friendf^f huma¬ 


nity, and particularly those ^ho have 
some, relations prisonersan France. I mult . 
confess, that I was induced, like many 
eftht'i- peopif.lo think that we had pfftted 
?ery advantageous proposals to the French 
concerning the exchange, and that on the 
contrary, their’s were* neither founded 
upo*n (easun nor justice; and 1 pitied the! 
long taplivity of our unfortunate country¬ 
men w'ithout the prospect of an exchange. 
But Candidus’s letter has awoke my atten¬ 
tion, and in making use of the smd^ll por¬ 
tion of underanding ^hat nature has given • 
me, 1 see plainly, by an impartial exami¬ 
nation, that the proposj^ls of the French*are 
not so much <0 be d{;spised, ner St nwch 
to the disadvantage of this country, as they 
haue been represented j and it gaVte me 
some hope that the long siifl>.rings of our 
prisoners may soon come to an end.. Ac¬ 
cording to C,^ndi(lus’s statement, 1 found 
that the principal, oi*xatber the only, ob¬ 
jection made against the plan of evacua- 
liorl proposed by the French, consisted in 
this; tjiat some of our countrymen, ac¬ 
cording their plan, would remain 
two ^i^ntlis longer in Franfe than ac¬ 
cording to our own. It*is now easy to 
prove ihat ihe portion of lime for this pur¬ 
pose would be the same in both cases. To 
elucidate this matter, we must remember, 
that when Mr. M'Kenzie was at Morlaix, 
tire English pri-sdners in France, were esti¬ 
mated as one to three, with respect to the 
number of French pri-soners in England, 
and it was for that very reasoq <bat the 
French proposed to exchange the pri¬ 
soners by .'1,000 at a time (viz. pne thou¬ 
sand English and two thousand Spaniards 
or Portuguese), in order that the English 
in France, and the French in England, 
might constantly remahi, during the ex¬ 
change, in the same proportion. Now, if 
we suppose the sea ports agreed upon by 
eaph government for the evacuation of the 
Prisoners to be at Plymouth and Morlaix; 
—In order to carny hogie our owir 16,000 
Prisoners, by one thousand at once, it 
would require the ships fitted out fur 
that pui^ose te make 96 voyages from 
Morlai^ to Plymouth. If therefore the 
ships, instead of bringing over only 
ori* thousand at once, were to bring . 
over three thousand each turn, the whole 
16 thousand English and 32 thousand 
allies would he it||^brougbt over in the 
time,assigned for tj^ringing ov.er the 16 
thousand English only. This statement, 
is accurate, and presents hself to our ctm- « 
viction at once. Some people, I Igntew, 
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have ubjeuted Co the Spanish and Portu¬ 
guese Prisoners coming to this country 
(according to tiie plan of the French j) 
Wp I ponsidor their coming^hititer of% 
much ‘ greater advantage, in' a militar^ 
point of »vievv, than if they were sent to 
Cadiz (by one thousand at a time) where 
♦they would be of very little use, and of no 
influettce in the operation of the VV‘ar; 
whereas, if we had them here all together, 
we could carry fhera to whatever point of 
tile j'eViinsula we might choose, either to 
, strike some great blow, or to make a very 
powerful diversion. As to the expence 
whkh has been n^^ntioned for clothing 
atul«arming them, dare «ay that two 
months pay of the French Prisoners iiv 
Fitgland would be more than sufBcienufor 
that purpose.* Besides, if those Prisoners 
were .sent front France to Spain as we pro¬ 
pose, would there not then ^e the same 
attendant expence !•■ Do not our Papens 
often inform us of clothes and arms being 
sent too our Spanish alli^? and wdutd 
there be any* difference of expenditure, 
whether 'we should send the(^ articles 
packed tip, dr on the back of tine S<)i^\ers ? 
But even if we Were to equip them, to the 
Peninsula, in the most expensive manner, 
it would only be, to spend a pound to save 
much more than ten thousand ; would to 
Heaven, then, that we were never to make 
a worse spccolatiAn than this !•—I can re¬ 
member but one thing more, which has 
been advanced'against the plan of evacua¬ 
tion as proposed by the French, which, so 
fur from being an objection, is, as I should 
think, a high reconuiiendation to it; and 
that is, that our allies would be exchanged 
at the same time w'ith our own Prisoners. 
For my part, I cannot conceive that our 
Prisoners would object to this plan, nor 
oan I sec in what manner it would be an 
injury or an injustice towards our soldiers 
to exchange them with tliose who Iwe 
fought by their side, and been taken along 
with them. Were,it not for such errone¬ 
ous ideas, our countrymen would now have 
been returned to their homes a yeai^ago. 
How many years! they aid still tqi remain 
captives, and what good reason lyay be 
given for their captivity, we must ask of 
, tiiosct who lay all the blame upon •iie 
Srench government.—As to our plan of 
evacuation, Candidus has given’ us very 
dear reasons, why the French government 
Must objqpt to it. 'Jfhe French hajre as 


great right to mistrust us^as we to mistrust 
them;,and can any‘one blameA'homf nay> 
have not the transactiony for fhdlh; last ten 
years proved thqt we are tjy no means 60 
pure a pe/iple ail to refuse to adopt a mea¬ 
sure very advantageous, only because it is 
unjosti Might notJthe French bavtj, just 
ground to expect that after tRe evacuation 
of Spain and PortugaUby <be Britjsh army, 
we should say to them; now that the Spa¬ 
niards and Portuguese are become French 
subjects, we cannot reasonahjly exchange 
iheiy agbinst Frenchmen : When, there¬ 
fore, and againA whom (the French would 
say) would have been exchanged the 
30,000 French Prisoners remaining in this 
country ?—We see then. Sir, that by con¬ 
senting to tbe French plan of evacuation, 
our countrymen would be exchanged in 
the same length of time, as by our own; 
that we should save mure than one million 
sterling a year (necessaryfor^he mainte¬ 
nance of the French Prisoners in this coun¬ 
try) . and moreover should have 50,000 
English and Spaniards to dispose of. 
These are advantages resulting from an 
exchange of Prisoners to the country at 
large; and what a blessing would it be, 
—for our brave and unfortunate country¬ 
men, who without it may perhaps never 
see their country again;—for their friends 
in England, who long to see them v—for 
the wives and children who have been 
deprived of their husbands and fathers for* 
so many years? (I mean the wives and 
children of the English travellers detained, 
in, France ever since»the year 1803). It 
belongs only. Sir, to a pen like yoVirsi^ to 
treat sucli an intere.sting subject as jt 
ought to ,bo* When the good of toe coun¬ 
try is'in conteinpl ition, it is enough to 
give a hint to a man like Mr. Cobbett: we 
' see him always in search'of subjects which 
tend to the good and happiness of his 
counlrymen; he will certainly undertake 
to pic,ad so just a cause as this (upon which 
our venal writers will keep silent because 
the}' have nothing to say agaipst i»), and I 
liope, that,^hrough him, the truths con¬ 
tained in this Idler, will find their way to 
the Public, and perl^aps reach our gracious 
mid benevolent JPnnce (the only hope of 
Eiiglanti) who will not think, 1 aitt' sure, 
this subject unworthy of his high coqsi* 
deration.—! have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your mo.st.obedient servant. Miles. 

December IS, 1811. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
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Ex Officio Informations^ in»Ibei.and. 

• - In the TiiTies news-paper of ih^ 26 t.h 

instant, (here is an articlT:, which I shall 
notice,‘before I touch upon the subject 
here proposed for discussion. The Ex Of- 
jicio informations in Ireland, and especially 
the case that I aiu going particji^larly to 
notice, call loudly for remark; but, I believe, 
that I should perhaps have delayed the task 
for another week, if I had not met with the 
article in *he Times, which I have men. 
tioned above, and which I will now insert. 

■-“ Oiy paper of this day contains two 

“ documents of somewhat antiquated date; 
" but yet of so much importance, as elu 
cidating.the manner in which the Con 
*' tinent is oppressed, insulted, and plun* 
" dered by BiioiiapaTte and his agents, 
" tha^ .we‘cannot omit inserting them. 
“ They issue from .the.official bureaus ol 
“ the Wekphalian and Freiicli Ministers 
" atCassel. The former of them cora- 
* “ mandif the people of Westphalia in tes- 
" tify their Joy on the birth-day of Jerome 
. *' buo^aparti, by ppbhc festivals and 
“ meetings. The ‘lalier directs the re- 
.“•cefVers of the Forest rents to secure 
Buonaparte his stipulated share of the 
plunder of the Hanoverian revenues; and 
cautions them against the application of 
“ any part thereof to the necessities of the 
“ State, l^oor/siifflerin" Westphalians! But 
“ to ivhat people of ihe Continent may 
“ not the same cpith.et be applied I, Your 
*' lot isthe common one of all others over 
“ whom theyirrodoas Tyrant has extended 
“ his dominion, boor, opjyressedy and suf- 
‘‘ferintr Dutchmen! Boor, oppressed, and 
‘•^suffering Swiss! and* so may we ^run 
*' through the list European nations. 
" And perhaps, when tljp time stall come 
*' that the universal Oppressor shall have 
“followed his predecessors in guilt, and 
“his internal administration of France^ 
“ herself shall be exposed to view, her suf- 
••ferin^s and oppressions, tihough now hid 
•*.in darknes§ and sthnee, may be found ,to 
have beeh* only so much the more se- 
“ vere,** she has been neathr his per* 
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“ ^oft. Then will this sanguinary theatre 
of his dome.stic cruelties, like the den of 
“ Cacus, be laid open to public view, his 
“ conscription.s, and bastille.*, soli* 

“ tary murders.'’—^First of all let me, 
observe, that, after having read the two 
documents, here refgrred to, | am folly 
convinced, stbai tlysy are faHhcatians. 
'They are communicated by a orres* a 
pendent, who calls himself “ Germa- 
“ Nicus and, the object* of them is, tq 
keep alive, in the minds of the people 
here, a gres^t horror of the oppressions in¬ 
flicted by Napolerm on all the peoole 
who are under his swav. Germanicot 
cohipiiments odr friertd I, S. and is. doubt¬ 
less, L S. himself, who, be it tibserved, 
has hot ibooght proper to accept of my 
ch^tlpge’upon the subject \>f Mr. Ma¬ 
dison’s speech ; but has preferred let¬ 
ting my article run all throutrli the 
North American Continent without any 
reply to accompany it. But, supposing 
the ubove-mentionc i dociiinenis not to ba 
fabrications; supposing the hrst to he iii- 
tetided to bully the people of Westphalia 
into demonstrations of joy on the annwerstiry 
of king Jerome’s birth; suppojmg it to be 
true, that Napoleoddnsists upon Aw sti/rti- 
lated share of the public property in Hanover. 
Wh^t then ? Have wonever on the contment 
heard of such things before ? Have we 
never before heard o! a nation beiufr bullied 
into rejoicings f Have vvt never before heard 
of a sovereign's insisting upon his fall share of 

the plunder- arising from captures? -'J’he 

rpatler may ask, however, what this ar¬ 
ticle in the Times has to do with Irish In- > 
formations Ex OffseJo. ^ very natural ques¬ 
tion ; and one which, at first sighC^ay 
appear to be not very ea.sy toanswer.-—— 
The tryth is,*that thejtwo .subjects hare 
no other aconnection than this ; that, this <> 
writer appeared to me to be wasting his 
«*«nipassion upon foreigners, while it wat^ 
called for by the situation of one of his nwqi > 
countrylnen ; the publisher of a iiewsipa- 
per in Ireland, to whose case I beg leave to 
^solifit the attention pfthe rcadep.——I 
*heen looking at this case; 1 bad been reaidiA 
ing tjte proceedings oif it;' 1 had 
thinking id)oat it: 1 was iait ^beut 
1 ' - 
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takd up my* pen to write upnn it, when keep the information suspended orer 
tiietebove article lA the Times caught my for many years, i^a^, to \be dtly*of ‘ bia 
eye. Bless me;! isaid I, enlarged is death. He mayjcause bjpi to'cosne into 
the philanthropy* of this writer! With o^court to be tried‘every term; and he piay 
what piilhoj Re speakr of ^e poor, *put off the .trial titne after tiilSe, as long aa> 
suffering Westphalians, Dutchmen, and be pleases; anikhe may have as many of 
‘Swiss! But, has h« no feeling for'the these* in formations as hi pleases going on, 
p«or, suffering Mr. Cox, his coaqtr 3 f> at^the same time, against the sftme person, 
man and his brother public writer*? He tooy, if he pleases,,drop for ev^er any 
My philanthropy is not, I must confess, of or ail of such informations ; he may put 
so enlarged, or rather, over-stretching, a man upon his trial o^one information, 
a kind.. *1 am fur ihitiking of my own and leave.the rest hanging overdiis head, 
country before 1 think ^pf any other; and. He may put him upon bis trial on a sub* 

I* cannot think and fe^l roi* rny country, sequent ioformatkm and keep former ones 
without feeling/or i^ote xaho live in it. in reserve ; or he may keep the latest im 
Thei'^aro numerous writers who are very reserve and put him upon bis trial on the 
Joud ill defence of " the country’’ (as they former ones. There is no limit to his au- 
call it); but who never seem to have any thoriiy in any of these respects. The At- 
feeling fur any ^ne vftio inhabits it. This torney (?eneral is responsible to nobody 
is a sort of patriotism, which I do not un> either for the grounds of his accusations or 
deistand.——Nowto my case ; .and, I will for any other part of his conduct relating 
venture to assert, that^ne equa'i to it the to these informations. He may, jpdeed, be 
reader has never yet seen or heard of.— put out of his place by the Km^, whenever 
But, firsLof all, though 1*have done rt the ministers choose to advise it; and,how 
once before, I must explain the nalut^e of this check is calculated to operate*; in what 
the power of the Attorney Geiicf^al as to way this check is calculated to guide his 
lufurmatiohs Ex-OlBcio.—‘In* tiie*or- conduct, the reader will not be' at any 

dinary course of our law, when a man'is great loss to guess.-All this' however, 

accused of a crime, there is a bill of in- we knew before; but a case has arisen io 
dictment drawn up and presented against Ireland, which has brought out something, 
him. If the Grand Jury, to whom the which, I dare say, will be quite new To th« 

bill is presented, find that there is ground greater part of my readers.-The case, 

for the charge, the*accused person is put to which I allude, is that of Mr. Waiter 
upon his trial; if not, he is set at large. Cox, who is now a prisoner in Newgate in 
Mo that, as the reader will see, liAe are Ireland, under a sentence of libel, iiu<ving 
two points, secured ;/rst, that there is a from an Ex-Offioio .Information, ^eing 
jury to judge of the grbunds of trial be- there, and being, apparently, wholly ruin- 
fore the 'accused can be tried, which is a ed, the Atlorney General (Mr. Sabriil,) . 
pretty good protection against groundless files dhotier Ex-Officio informatiftn against 
charges; second, that the accused must him. Having been served with an ^rder * 
either be discharged at once, or put upon lopleadKa it, he applied for a copy of the 
his trial, which prevents hhn from being information that he might know what it was 
harrassed by delays and tormented with that Ire was accused qf. But, tfe was told, 

fiispence.-Now, mark the difference, that he could not have this copy until he 

The Information Ex-Officio is a thln^ paid thp fees of the <^ce and tire Stamp Duty 
which excludes the interposition of the on the Copy. These amounted, he was 
Grand Jury. It is drawftL up by the At- told, to ttoenty pounds, and the poor man 
torney General, and'it is placer] upon the had. not twenty pounds. But, not bavifig 
€le, or list, of things to be tried, without taken out thd copy and paid the fees and 
any previous investigation by jpny body stamp duty, he was not allowed to plead*;' 

, but himself, and, the man vshora be and', as he had {lot pleaded, he was set 
obooses. thus to accuse, is ordered to come down n»,guilty of the crime laid to his 
and take bis. trial, whenever the Attorney charge; and, was about to receive a new 
, fconeral pleases.' He'iftay file Ex-Officio sentence, without any more ado, when 
informatioQS against wfbemsoev^r he his counsel came into court, on the 28th t>1f 
pleases, and'u often as he please* against November last, and stated bis case, de* 
the same person. He may cause s^cb manding, at the 8a(Be.,Ume, that he sboaid 
person to come end W tried whenever' be.iiipished with a copy of .the bharge 
Vjpe pheases: ho may hring him to , trial against him,<and be sufiered to take a faii; 
the next term : or. if he cheoses. be msir t trial. ■ ...All!. Pan in was one of his -coiui- 
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»el, who opened his case, according to the 
publishfAl report, iif these vrords;-^” Mr. 
*• Perrin AoTe4 the Court to set aside the 
* j«}dgtnent had by default against the de-* 
•** fendant, afid that he'Aiouid be furnishecf 
*r Hfitb a copy of the information gratis, or 
*' {hat the same shttild he read to him, and 
•* he be pctmiued to«plead thereto, mt^out 
payi^ feet and,Stamp J)uly on t’Copy. 
He stated from the affidavit of the de- 
fendant. that the present information 
•* was filed against him by the* Attorney- 
*' General, while he was a 'close prisoner 
** in Newgate; that he mever had teen ap- 
•• prized cf the charge agaimt him, of which he 
“ wot stUl ignorant; that on being served 
" in prison with a rule to plead to it, he 
•• directed his agent to apply for a copy 
of the charge to which he was called on 
" to plead; that he was answered that he 
•• could not have a copy, or be made acquainted 
•• t/terewii^, for less than jS 20 , the amount of 
" the fees and Stamps; and that his plea 
“ would not be received till he took out a 
“ copy ;*that he was not able to pay such 
" a sum, and that thereupon judgment had 
been tnarhed against him for an offence 

*' of wbi«?h he was still ignorant."- 

Header, English reader! Have you no 
feeling for this man ; this ruined man, 
who* IS your fellow subject; and, are 
your feelings so’alive towards foreign¬ 
er*, *of'whose sufferings you have only 
heard •vague and unauthenticated re¬ 
ports? But* Mr. Perrin shall speak to you 
upon this point; for hft has done it more 

forcifily than I ciwi.^-“ He recollected, 

‘I be said, that when the dcTendant was 
last before the Court, one ofthei^ I^ord- 
* *• ahjfls pronouncing the sentence of the 
Court, dwelt in language as juslus it was 
** eloquent, upon the peculiar advantages 
which ei%n eulpriisenjoy under our con- 
** stitution, and forcibly and emphatically 
" contrasted the treatment of the defendant 
. " with-that of the- unfortunate PaGn, who 
*• had jbeen sacrificed by the tyrant of the 
**Continent to his hostility to a Free Press, 
who had been executed vnthout a trial; 
•**but what was a /rj«f«without the oppor- 
tunity of a d^fince f Mr, Cox bb not 
*< permitted to defefld himself, qay to hear 
o the charge against*him, is it not a 
** mockery to cafl his condemnation trial 1 
it the diference between this cate and 
^• Palm’t f None; and the just feelings 
*'and sentiments which* reprobated the 
•• conduct of his persecutors roast l^fnend* 
« the prelant application f what Vas 
V’t|eraiiBy; and-cruelty^ Mr'G«RtHwy> can* 
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“ not be Law and Justice ta Irdaticf. It 
" the Court determined that the defeddaill 
*' should not be pertiiitted to^plead, or sde 
" his accusation uiitil Ke paid {he*SQm 
" 20/., h*e must be eondemned td lingering 
"and hopeless imprisonment without a • 
" trial, for he has deposed that he is not 
v^orth 20/.; he has been already ifeil* 
fenced to two years imprisonment; be* 

" fore one third of that period has elapsed 
" the Attorney-General filed an informa- 
" tion spread over sixteen skins ofpa^dment ; 

" and calls on h^n to take out a copy at 
" an expence of ^/., or submit and aumr 
"as if guilty of ^whatever imputation it 
" may cast upon bun ; for recoUeof that it 
" still unknown to the difendant. If the A4r 
" tovney-General have the powernot only 
" to subject this defhiidaiM, manacled as he 
" is, to the necessary and heavy expencos 
“ of a Crown prosecution, ujmn any charge 
" which his discretion or his suspicion may * 
" imagine, by an ex-officio information, but 
S' in the first instance and before a plea 
"shall be received, to the grievous and 
" monstrous costs of a copy of the informa- 
" lion*, under the name of Stantps and Eees ' 
to* strip him not only of the conslitn- 
" tional shield which a Grand Jury holds. 

" between every man and imputation, bCt 
" for the very weapons of defence, and in- ’ 

" flict a fine for liberty to answer, nay to 
" hear the charge; «*wbat hope can this 
t‘ unfortunate man entertain of any period 
" to his confinement ? What hope, that 
" when he has dragged throiigh. Half the 
" term, that shal/ be added*to his present 
" sentence, a new and equally unknown, 

" eq ually expensive, and, therefore, equally 
" undiscoverable information may not be 
"filed against him When he may be 
" equally unable to purchase a trial; and 
“ may again be called to judgment for 
“ a crime of which his poverty alone has 
"Convicted him ; what security has any 
" man against such informations, if ifo must 
" pay a fine at tf^ pleasure qf his accuser for 
" liberty m pfcafl ?”-2—-Ah ! whatsecurity 
indeed ! And, are we to be told that such'a 
manenjoysihe liberty oflhe Press ! Again; 

1 askf hy reader, if he has no feeling; if hi( 
feeifhg be quite dead towards a fellow ci¬ 
tizen in this situation, while bfs feel* 
ings are all aliv«* towards the Wesipbl*, 
lians, *the Dutch and the Slviss-f— 

T^be Attorney and Solicitor General botli 
contended mott etrenuously against tkit ^i 
tidn; and insisted that Mf. Cnatua^t 
to be brought- up tos receive 
without seMpg a copy tif tlK-j^^ttoiitliw 
D n 2 • 
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and eiren witbout an opportunity of hearing 
it. rAad.——But, let jis hear what it was 
that the Attorney General said in answer 
to the above passage in Mr. Perrin’s 
speech, i beg the readier to,marie it well. 

, —" He said,’that a great deal had been 
said about the hardship of paying fees 
'J ttnd Stamps; that the rule-of the Court 
♦* required Xhe fees to be paid on the oople* 
“ before a plea could be received, and 
" that on recurrence to the Statute the 
“ questioivof Stamp Duty would he ascer- 
“ tained ; that the Coujt hadno discretion 
•‘on the subject; hs WOULD NOTAN- 
“ S\V£R what had been thrown out upon 
“ the feubjftcl'of ABUSfi OF HIS AUTHO- 
V RITV and office, that he would not HU- 
" MILlA'fE himself to put his character 
** in issue on the necessity of the present 
'* information or its length, that the public 
« had SUFFICIENT PLEDG^ of the 
■ “ good conduct of the,,Attorney General 
« in the SITUATION AND RANK of the 
“office, apd in the CONSCIENCE and 
“ OATH for office of the persons who 
" should fill it; that he would not rely on 
- “ the circutnstances of this case,Vdr ithc 
“ justification of his character ; thal: fie- 
« satisfied none tuould charge him with 
“ oppression or severity, or abuse qf the high 
“ and important power entrusted to him ; that 
" whaj had been already, observed on 
•‘ these matters and .on the danger of the 
•* subject, and the enormous power of tha 
" Attorney General in inflicting firtes, as 
“ it had bpen phrased, he was sure was 
“ not expected to weigh with the Court on 
“ this motion; but was intended for the 
public ear, and to impress a notion of 
“ feeling that the defendant was oppressed 
" and persecuted by the Government of 
“ Uie Country ; whioh he trusted, that no 
*' one would seriously entertain a belief 
“ of.” — - — So, be would not humiliate him¬ 
self so much.as to attempt to shew that he 
had net abused his authority! This was 
not amiss; but, what he says afterwards 
is, of more consequence. *^116 says, tliai 
the public have quite. a sufficient security 
•gainsf his abusing bis pctfwer. And, 
wiiejre have they ihii security ? Why, in 
the situation and rank of his office ; jnd in 
liisconiCMiKeeind oath! So,then, away go all 
,. the famous c^cks and balances, which have 
"‘ been so much, applauded in. our consti- 
UitiotK We are told, that there are two 
Houses of Parliament to be a cbeclc upo'it 
^ach other; Ahet both «are a check ujJton 
^,GrAwn$ th^t. jyiries are a check upon 
; . apd that^by these mfans oar pre¬ 


cious liberties are secured. But, here we 
have high situation ahll rani: and (onecience 
and oath for the only cheeijs npdii »p'ower 
«of accusing, of bringing to trial or ^us- 
^endingor propping proceetfings, and all, 
this in one and the same person, and Uiat 
persoa, too, removeablepyt tlte pleasure of tht 
Crown! These, we ar^ here told, are quite 
svf^iciint pledges for the conduct of the At¬ 
torney General! Why, the judges and 
the members of both Houses and the King 
all take oftths, and why should* we not 
rely upon their consciences and their high 
rank f * But, if the doctrine be good so 
far, why stop here f If these be quite suf¬ 
ficient securities for his having the abso¬ 
lute power of accusing, arraigning, sus¬ 
pending or suppressing prosecutions ; if 
his high* rank and oath be a sufficient 
pledge for his good conduct as to all these 
matters, why should they not be a suffi¬ 
cient pledge for his passing «;nrence with¬ 
out any trial ? Why should Judges and 
Juries be troubled with any part of the bu¬ 
siness ? Why should not the AttoAiey Ge¬ 
neral of himself have the power of put¬ 
ting into gaols and pillories any bddy that 

he pleases ?-The Judges ih Ireland 

(lid, at last, allow the unfortunate Mr. 
Cox to hear the information (Ex-officio 
read, and to take his trial upon it. 'But, I 
beg the reader to consider well* what a 
state we an; all placed in by this ptAlfer 
of the Attorney General. Mr. Cox was , 
excused from paying for a copy of theln- 
formation because be was reduced to that 
state, in vVhich he was'able to ttvear that he * 
was not worfh twenty pounds. If he ^a^ 
not bedn abl'e to swear that, he must have 
paid the money, or he would have <)een ' 
sentenced as being guilty without any 
trial. What, then, is our slate? What 
man is safe from ruin ? Wh(i isrthere that 
may not be made to rot in a gaol, if the 
Attorney General pleases ? And are w« 
not all at bis mercy ? Have vve any. other 
security than wbat is to be found bia 

humanity and conscience f -He may, if 

he pleases, file an Information £!x-OiBcio 
against me every day of my life; nays ■ 
fifty or a hundred in a day, if he pleases.; 
an^, according. to ^he‘'doctrine now laicl 
down in freland, i must pay whatever 
sqm he has a mind to make me pay for a 
copy of each of them, or I must be found* 
guilty upon each, without any trial at all, 
without either .J^clge or Jury to protect 
<ne because I am not allowed to plead ; F 
ahi not^llowe^ to d^etul myself) 1 am not 
allowed to-yq^wer the charge agamst me^* 
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'till IJittve purchastB a copy of t^e charge to all this is, I know, very short. IF. IS 
at Ule«CrAwn Qffice, and have also paid a LAW. Very well: then, let it be 
r/>r, upon it in proportion to its length* KNOWN TO THE WORLD;, that is my 

«So that, 1 afc whoHy*at his piercy ; antf reply, it be* known to - irtie world, 
ev^ry other man in the Iringdotn is at Jiis that it is the law'of” EtTgland. Let» 
mercy, until we q 4 n swear that we are not every body know, Ahat we have such laws, 
woith so much in tl^e whole world as will them not be kept iir hugger-mtlg^or. 
pay the fees and t|)e tax upon any ioforma- »We are everlastingly boasting.of our 
tion Ex Oflicio that he may choose to file laws; and, therefore, it is right that the 
against us. Few writers and printers can world should know what these laws really 
swear, the first time, that ihejb are unable are; or, at the least, it is right jhat we 
to pay the fees and the tai ; -but, the At- ourselves should lyiow wbat they are.—,— 
tomey-General may kfep on till *lte puts Let us now take look at this power of 
tbein'in a condition to swear it; and, if the Attorney General as a SOURCE OF 
they miss pay ing the fees and the tax, they REVENUE. The money,'whiclfc'a man 
are marked down guilty without any is compelled to pay for liberty to pleady; 
trial. Well, then, are we not all at his .that is, for liberty to answer the charges 
mercy ? Has he not absolute power over preferred against Him by the Attorney 

the property and liberty of us all i -1 General, consists of two parts: fees and 

shall be told, perhaps, that I am supposing stamp duty. - The fees go into the pockets 
improbabilities; that such a monstrous of the people at >the Ciown office, 1 sup« 
abuse of power is not to be supposed. The pose; but, the stamp duty goes into the 
supposition goes, indeed, very far ; but, it Treasury. So that, bt fore a man, accused 
is withdi the compass of possibility, and by^lhe Attorney Genera^ can have liberty 
that ought to be quite enough to put a to unsuer the charge; before he can have 
limit xf the power, especially as the person th* Hbtj-iy of defending himself; before he ' 
exercising it is at ail times rcninveablc dan have \\\e^ liberty cf saying that he is not 
from one of the most lucrative offices, at guilty; before be can enjoy this 'Li¬ 
the pbarore of the minister <.f the day, BERIV, he must pay A TAX 1- When 

and Is'Silways brotght in and put out with you have placed this fact firmly in your 
the political party to which he is attached, memory, reader, then add to it, that the 
But, why do we talk of probabilities f ambunt of this lax bos no other measure 
It ougjlit lo be quite sufiicient to know othan the w ill, the sole will, of the Atiomey 
that the iJiing is.possible; it ought to be Gendfai, vt ho may spread his Informatiim 
quite siilficient for us^o know, that there over sixteen skins, or sixlcfiii thousand 
is an* officer in jjie* kingdom i^io has the skins, of parchment. And, observe, that, 
gbmlute power of ruining nShomsoever he whether the Information be M’«t*oi .fa/ 4 e, it 
pleases; *this ought to be quite sufiicient; is all the same as to the tax ; the tax must 

* it ofight to be quite sufficient fur- us to be paid; and, if the person accused, be 
know that in this kingdom, tl>ere is an found not guilty, he is not entitled to any 
officer of the crown, who, at his arbitrary return of tire tax;*he has no means of 
vi'\\\,mayPettuMe anyman,behe'whohemay,to recovering that; that is so much money 
a state of pauperism; or, io make him pass his gone for ever. And, b.esides, the At- 
lijeinapmon. Any man, no matter who ; tdrney General is not obliged to put the 
fur there is no limit to his authority in these accused'person-opoii his trial after^e has 
.re.spe^. He may file os rnony iriforma- paid the tax.. He may then bang the 
Sions ISx-Officio as he pleases against any accusation up''over the man’s head and 
man ; hd may make each of them cost the k^p'it suspended over him as long as he 

* man any sum that heipleases; and, when pleases ; oa, as Isaitkbe.forei he may quash 
"he has so done, he «jay, if he phases, it at*ogce, at his own will and pleasure 
bring him to trial ifpon none of them,J)ut — * j Vell, but THIS IS THE LAW. A 
rest satisfied with Itavihg reduced the man ^quite sufficient answer; Bht, let all the 

to beggary. He may, too, if he chooses, people know it, then ; let us not hide obr^ 
*hold .the man to bail upon each of them; light cinder a bushel. Let those who ar^*^ 
and thus prevent him from leaving the grown-up know what they are liable to; 
kingdom for his %hole life ; for the trial and let our children know what they are 
may be deferred as long as the Attcrney bhrn to inherit.—t—I am awkre,tbat some 
4 »eneral {fleases; and if the "baif def riot readers will say: aye,.butlhisIawiso^ly 
’ answer, for any length of tjme* new »n- fbr'tmrers apd pttnfers. | Suppose it were 
jonpaiiulis may be filed,——The answer not } Wbat their.!* Are they so few 
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ounJber, and are tbeic occupations such as 
ought to make it a matter of indifference 
«vbat 4aw^ -Uiey are subject t^ ? But 
the fact ik> not so. l>he whole cotninu- 
, nity, every man and woman is liable 
lo the operation ef this law; and 
it <s well known, that Ex-officio Irtfor^ 
mations are constantly resorted to*it{ 
cases cd' ailed ged offences against the rt- 
venue laws. 1 should like to know how 
many Hhesc Informations have been 
fi^ed in the last four wars. The reader 
will, perhaps, reraembrt the poor woman, 
who WAS, a Ijttle while^ago, sent to Horse- 
mong^ L'fine Jail, wh^e she now is, for 
having interrupted or molested an excise 
officer ia the execution of his duty. She 
. is, I have been‘told,* the wife of a very 
poor man and the mother of a large fa¬ 
mily of children. They had, not the 
' means of paying the esrpences of .a copy 
of the accusation against her. She, of 
course, was marked down as ftmlty, with* 
out having had- any trial. She ha4 to 
come from a great distance in the country 
■ up to LonSoii* to receive her sentertte; 
her husband came with her to protect 
her ; all their goods were sold off to sup¬ 
ply the means of performing the journey ; 
their children were sent to the workhouse; 

and the mother is now in jail.. . •• But, 

*• THIS IS THE LAW.” This woman 
and her husband and family are expert' 
encing no more than the eflects of*THE 
LAW. All was perfectly LEGAL and 
perfectly regular; all IN DUE COURSE 
OF LAW: Agreed, with all my heart. 
I do not accuse any body of doing IL¬ 
LEGAL acts; I am only anxious that all 
the world should know what this same law 
is! All men should know iht? laws of their 
own country, at least; ami, it is not amiss 
for them to know' the law.s of other counr 
tries too. I have long w ished, that some 
one vAiuUl give us a good translation of 
the Napoleon Code, which^is .«o often al¬ 
luded to in our news-papers. It would be 
very ustTul to us to have it. Napol^'in 
seems not to wish tv keep it* in hugger- 
tpugger; for ho has had millions (ff ^pies 
of it printed and sold at the price of,ahout 
c^hteen pence. It is surprising, that, 
. with so laudable desire' ^s many persons 
**^ere have to expose his tyranny, ito one 
has yet hit upon a translation of li^s Code. 
This appears to me to be the best way to 
attack him. ’Let the people see what the 
are which he ehukes his subjects sub¬ 
mit to; and they will, of course, vvaht 
, pQthing mure to enabl^them to make up 


their mihds as to the fiatiui of hit govetfi* 
ment. iSemng how useful, this VooM ha, 
.how mticb more convincing than any 
filing said in paragraphs an^speeeJura, 1. 
wonder that our^overnment itself ha^not 
Caused a translation of, this famous Code 
to be made; and comparieon to 'be 
drawh-between it and pur Code. As to 
the comparison, I do not feel sulficieot, 
conBdence in my own abilities to promise 
that; but, if no one will undiertake a 
translatiort'oP the French Code, I really 
think that 1 shalUatlempl it, being per¬ 
fectly convinced that it would be ot great 
public utility. 

• 

Ibish Catholics.— —It is stated, that 
the CatlTolic Commiltec having met in 
Dublin, upon the business of their petition 
to Parliament, they were dispersed by the 
magistrates, and that LoTda Fingal and 
Netterville were arrested, by order of the 

government.-The public are already 

in possession of the cause of all this ; and 
I am not aware that any thing new can be 

said upon it.-It is some coif^olation, 

however, that there are men itho see a 
remedy for the troubles of Ireland. The 
Honourable Henry Augustus DUion, in a 
work, addressed, hy permission, *!(f“ the 
PiilNCE Regent, has pointed out a remedy 
for alt the evils that afflict the autkdV's 
native land ; a salve for all her sores ; a 
balm for alt her wounds; namely, a chain 
of fortified towns garrisoned by a stout stand- 
ingarmyJ These, he ‘says, are the means, 
and the oni^ means, of promoting civili¬ 
zation ^ of softening the manners of the 
people ; of making them happy and*free; 
of putting a stop to their emigration to 
America; and of inducing them to defend 
Ireland to the last drop of their blood. 
Nay, he goes still further, and insists, that 
tltese means would induce people to emi¬ 
grate /o Ireland. He says, tbstt the sight 
of these fortifled towns and garrisonipoald 
gladden the heart of the beholder; mod. 
that, “ in half a century, they wduld make 
•' Ireland what the Low'Countries former.iw • 
“ vvAe; one fertile and highly cultivated 
« garden,, secureci against rapine, and 
“ strengthened by numbers of fine and rich 

internal towns.” He seems to have 
forgotten, however, to tell us whet the Lo# 
Countries did when invaded by the French, 
He seems to havf. forgotten, that these fine 
•towns ^hrew their gales open to the French, 
whdta the people every wheel hailed u 
their de/tocrars- Itiese well-known facts' 
he may as well insert, in the shkpm pf a 
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fiofe, ifi tiife neift edition of his bqok. To 
presell the liberties of Et^lMd\ins gen* 
tieman is content with a great standing^ 
^erniy, formed into crtffflM exercise, (iften 
the,/VBJsja» fashion) auA^eld'tvorks ; that 
is to say, small ^fortresses all ovty the 
country, each suiiicicjst to hold a regiment, 
perhaps, or part of a regiment, wl^k the 
^ rest are in camps or in cantonments. But, 
as to Ireland, he is decidedly of opinion, 
that, to preserve the liberties of^th'al coun¬ 
try, fortified towns are absolutely neces¬ 
sary.——I do not believe, that Mr.*Dillon 
is at ail singular in his opinion. I believe 
that he is very far from the first who has 
entertained these notions. I believe, on 
the contrary, that be is, in this case, only 
the organ through which the opinions and 
projects of oth^s have been broached to 
the public. This is my firm belief, and I 
■hall be mueh disappointed, if we do not 
toon se^ proof of the correctness of this 

Conjecture.-1 will say no more, at pre- 

aent, uftbn the subject of Ireland; and, 
indeed, there is little more to be said. All 
disput(aton relative to that country, seems 
to be coifte to a close. We are now in a 
state, when we have to look merely to 

events. , 

• • 

Amemcan STAfEs.-^The correspond- 

efic® between Mr. Foster, our Minister in 
Ameri{!a, and Mr. Monroe, Secretary of 
State there, has been published in Ame¬ 
rica by order of the gpvernment. It re¬ 
lates* First, to th^ affair of the i/igate the 
(Chesapeake, out of which, sts my readers 
will recollect, a ship under AdtnirskBerke- 
• ley took several seamen by force,* and, in 
the act, killed several others, ii^ the year 
1807; Second, to the afiistr of the Little 
Beit; Third, -to the seizure and occupa¬ 
tion of the Florid as by the United States; 
and Fourth, to the Orders in Council.-*—— 
With, regard to the affiiif of thd Chesa- 
peakf^ which seems to be now settled, 
much need not be said. Mr. Foster, on 
the 20th of October, says, « I am now 
’ «*. ready to proceed, in the truest spirit of 
^ conciliation, to lay before you theterms 
«* of reparation, wl)ich*his Royal Highpess 
*• has commanded m€ to propose lo the 
** United States’ government, and only 

wait to know when it will suit your 
* convenience to enter ilpon the discas- 
** sion.” Mr. Monroe /ells him, in an- 
tweptothis, that| although he regrets that 
^ Ae comoAmicatibn has bean so mng de- 
laye4,«he te ready to receii;^ it; and that 
Ink, ihiSI bate satiAtction in finding k 

• > • • I 


likely to lead the way to a iamoyal of eiU 
the diflerences depending between tlo « 
two countries, the hope of which i^ how¬ 
ever, " Nttle encoiii'aged,” he Stys, “ by 
“ the past correspondence."^-^TIiis was 
pretty stilfin answer to a Letter introduce * 
•ory to ollered atonement; but, it 
poshing at all to what was to I'ollow—— 

On the first of November, the satisfaction 
was given by Mr. Foster in the following 
words.——" Sir, In pursuanceaof the or- 
*' ders which I have received ffttiii his 
“ Royal Highness«the Prince Regent; In 
“ the name and on the behalf of Ins Ma- 
"jesty, fojr the piiTpose of (frupei^ing to 
“ a final adjustnibnt of the diflerences 
" which have arisen between Great Bin- 
*“ tain and tbe United Slates in the affair 
■“ of the Chesapeake frigate, 1 have the * 

“ honour to acquaint you—First, that I 
" am instructed tq^repeat to the American , 
" Government the prompt disavowal made 
I* by his Majesty (and recited in Mr. 

" Erskine’s Note of April 17) 1809, to 
“ Mr. Smith), on being apprised of the 
“ ipiotifl^orised act of the Pfficer in com- • 
“nfand of bis naval, forces on the coast 
“ of America, whose recall from an high- 
“ ly important and honourable command 
" immediately, ensued, as a mark of bis 
“ Majesty’s disapprobation. — SecontEy, 

“ That I am authorised to offer in addi- 
tion to that disavowal, on the part of 
“ his*Royal Highness, the immediate re- 
" storation, as far as circum/lances will 
" admit, of tile «ncn who ill consequence 
“ of Admiral Berkeley’s orderp were for- 
“ cibiy taken out of the Chesapeake to 
“iLhe vessel from which they were taken; 

“ or if that ship should be no longer in 
commission, to such sea-port of the 
“ United Stales as the American Goverti- 
" ment may name for the purpose.— 
Thirdly, I'hat I am also anihoriaed to 
“ offer to the American Government a 
suitable pecuniary provision for the suf- 
“ ferers in colseqflencc- of the attack oo 
the Chesapeake, inciuiiing the families 
" of those /eam^ti wh'o untbrtonately fell 
" inothe action, andr of the wounded sur- 
" vsvofs.—These honourable proposhirHis 
“ I c*aM assure you. Sir, are made with the 
sincere desire they may prove 
« tisfpetory to the United States, and f' 

•• trust they will meet with the amicable 
“ rece'ptioh which tiieir cmicilistory ita- 
•• ture entitles thfem to. { ^cd scarcely 
*' add how cordially^ join with you ‘ia 
" (he vvkh/hat they might prove infiro- 
•> doetolry to a ramovml of all the differ- 
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*• ^res dep^ding Iretween our two coun> 
" tri<?s/'—-srAs to‘the every one 

knuwB, that Admiral Berkeley was re- 
in<wed ^-oin a lower to a higher corn-t 
in»lid; that; jn fact, he was promoted 
inirriediatellv after the atlair of the Chesa- 
^p^ake : and, 1 believe, that very few pef- 
soHs regarded his promotion in any b^her 
light than that of a reward for what he 
had done against the Americans. 1 so 
reg;»rdei 4 it; and, I really beg pardon of 
the nimisters for the blunder i commiticd; 
sn apology which oug^t the more readily 
to be received as it appears that the 
yankt;es.j^^th» mselves‘had fallen into the 
satne^rror, and, indeed, that they have 
“the obgiinacy to persist in it.——Mr. 
Monroe, after waitiisg nearly a forinighl, 
answers the above propositions in the fol¬ 
lowing words;—“ Sir; 1 have had the 
“ honour to receive ymur leties’ of the I si 
" Nov and to Jay it Ifefore the President, 

“ It is much to be regretted that the repa- 
" ration due for such an aggre.s.sion as that 
•• comniiticd on the United Siate.s frigate 
" the Che^iapeake, should have»Uee^t so 
“ Img delated; nor could the. ti’knsloiion 
** of the offending iffficer from one command 
to another, be regarded as constituting a 
“ part of a reparation otherwise satislac- 
** tory ; considering however the exi.sting 
“ ciicuinsiances of the ca.se, and the early 
and' amicable attention paid to it by hu 
" Royal Highness the Prince Regept, the 
“'President aett-dcs to the proposition con- 
“ tained ifi ‘your letter#, and in so doing 
" your government will, I am persuaded, 
" see a proof of-the conciliatory disposition 
“by which the President has been sac- 
“ tuated. The oflicer commanding the 
*' Chesapeake now ^ying ip the harbour 
" of Boston, will be instructed to receive 
" the men who are to be restored to that 

" shipJ''-Short, dry. stifli haughty. 

Wheiber the Citse justified it the reader 
must judge; but, this I am sure of, that, 
until since “ the greut statesman now no 
" moreP entered upon the Anti-Jacobin 
war ; until that duy, England never was 
treated in this maimer. Either tki-v rc- 
•paratinn was due, or it was not.* 1 / the 
latter, why was it made at all; and* if the 
ibriner, why not made^Ooner i It is mad#, 

I at last, and ail America knows ^ well, 
xinly because the tmes have changed. The' 
nature of the case, the facts, -the •circum- 
atances of the case : none of these have 
changed; but, ou|^ situation has changed; 
4 hd to this chan^ it is the change in our 
CQodupt il to tMrascrihed. 1 'he Nou*^- 


purtatipn Act wouy, one wt)pid have 
thought; have operated in a coBtrary way. 
If vye had been actually tfbout to send out 
, an offer of repagation, the »enforcing of 
that Act against os would, one would' 
think, make us give i^p the design. 'The 
taste*of our'ministers'^as dillirent, hOWT 
ever,.: they wait’ tilt they get certain in¬ 
telligence of America having actually put 
ill force an Act of demi-hostility againsr* 
us on one account, and then the^ p^ck ufF 
'a ministe^plenipoteniiary to offer repara¬ 
tion «n another^ account, which lepara- 
tibn had been withheld for several years. 
This is quite glaring. There is not a 
creaiure in America but. will know how 
'to estimate this reparation ; and. of this 
we mays be assured, that il w ill produce 
any effect rather than a disposuiun to yield 

to us. - The venal prints m Lundoii speak 

thus of the iinsvyer of Mr-Monroe. •• The 
“ adjusimenl of the affair of the Chesa- 
" peake might stem to open a fairer pi os- 
“ peel of an amicable settlement of other 
“ points than has yet been held out. But 
" let our readers consider the maijner, ha(f 
sulky, half affronting, in wiiiuh our pro- 
" posals are entertained. They are ac- 
“ cepted too with coldness; and still the 
“ language of complaint is use^ atnhe re- 
" [taration having been so long delayed. 

“ Whose fault was il? The act waj# dis- 
“ owned by our government as soon as it 
was known, and an offer of reparation 
" made; but it was the American govern- 
" nitnt shat wisluTi te mix the other points 
“ of difference with it,**and not to adjust 

“ that, point separately.”-How dafe ' 

these Americans talk in this way ! aiHow • 
dare they be sulky and affronting f How 
dare they complain of any thing said or 
done to them ? 1 really shouljj not much 

wonder, if these good hirelings were to 
recommend an Ex Officio Information' 
against Mr. Monroe. If we could but 
bring the Yankees under this acm w^ 
should soon settle them. We are'l grejit 
natjon in all,sorts of ways; but this,-1 
lake it, is our yorfj as the French call jj.. 
Oil'uir* nations may excel in other things^ 
but here we are it hpme; and, in what¬ 
ever degi^ee this talent, or capacity-, tends 
to the defence of nations, we may, 1 think. 
Took upon ourselves as safe. — y The seccn^d 
pqint of dispute, namely, the aB'air of the 
Little Belt, does not appear to be settled 
yet. Mr. Fosldr seeiiis^iohavedenpuided 
a Court of^Injjuiry; thdi was granted, and 
the result we know. Mr. Foster,bad, ip-* 
deed, inforiSatioa of an opppsito patnte. 

• • • • • 
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He ha(]^tli«e uns^tfOm iedarotions of two or 
three Little Belt’s ollicerS, taken 

before an unswor% court of inquiry. There 
Jhave* also been pubiish^d two affidavits 
said to have been taken befor^ a Justice 
of the Peace at Halifax : but these affi- 
datdte are Ijy two Wserttrs from the Ame¬ 
rican frigate; one of*them an Ain(;HC;fn, 
and ‘ht other an *Bnglishman who had 
*bcfore deserted from the English service, 
and vthu,gto disguise himself, had assumed 
a sham nawi.’.———I'hese are 8»d witnesses !* 
I really wonder that thjy were brought 
forward. No good end was ever vet ob¬ 
tained by such means——All this proof, 
liowc ver, relates to the question of which 
ahip fired ihe^^rst s/cot; and, tins question’ 
must, 1 thriik, be looked upon as being 
settled ; lor, 1 do .not see how any one, 
divesting biniself of prejudice, ean now 
deny tfiat the first shot w.ns tired by 
iht EugSish ship. It might be un¬ 
known to the Captain, and 1 dare say it 
tvas; bull that it was so, there cannot 

now he a doubt.-But, this point would 

not seena lo be all. It appears to be con¬ 
tended, that the American ship had no 
right to chase. This is, indeed, expressly 
asserted in our ministerial prims. Aine- 
, rica isef being at war, her ships,' we are 
told, have no righ^to sail after any ship 
or*n'«ir to see what nation she is of, or 
what she is about. We hear these same 
wriurs recommending the demolition of 
New-York and other towns ; and yet, it is 
a breA’h of m.utruhty’m America ■*to send 
out ships 4)f t^ar to see w»ho or what 
'incoming,! What shall we hearmextj The 
• Amewcans had seen their ships sAapped, 
and seen their own countrymen^ pressed 
out of them, within a few milr s of their 
shores. At^id, .were they not to be per¬ 
mitted to send out llie Irigati's to see what 

armed vessels weie upon their coast?- 

Upon this subject, Mr. Monroe sajs, that 
Captain Rogers bad no particular orders; 
b^it, that it was his duty to ascertain the 
business and intention of aiiy^armed v^sel 
.t]^at he might meet wit^i. Captain Rogers 
fnmseif, in an address to the Court of In¬ 
quiry, gives the foUowhig aceoimt of his 
motives:—*• On the 19ih*of M^y, beHig 
“ then at anchor oft' Annapolis, I gotunder 
v^weigh tt^ proceed to my station at New 
*• York, in consequence of an order from 
" the Honourable Secretary of ibe Navy 
" to that eftect; \p whicTi he acquainted, 
'Mne of hi^jj^aving issued ihis^o[der,*u\«inig 
to faU.being inlomicd that* the trade tf 
** N|w Y»fk’ had become inlerrOpted by 


"British and TVcnch cruizen. At; 

" tune 1 discovered by the Newspapers, 
" that a British frigate, supposed to ^ the 
" Guerriei, had, in ^the vicinity ^f Saodty 
Hook, and durmg my absericj^ from the 
" station, impressed out of the American • 
“•brig bpiiftre, bound coastwise, a voui y^ 
by the name of Diggie, an Ame- 
“ rican, and apprentice to the master of 
" the tirig, on the ) Oifi of May, at a little 
" past meridian, being at the time in se- 
“ venteen fathoms water, about ftmrte^ 
“ or fifteen (eagueikto the northward ant 
“ eastward of Cape Henry, and about six 
“ leagiios from the l%ud to th^ ^uifiward 
“ of Chinroteak, a 'sail was discovered to 
“ the eastward standing towards u| under* 
a press of canvas, vtUtich | soon made out 
“ by the shape of her upper sails, as they, 
'• became distinguishable from our deck, 
“ to be a man of war. Not having heard 
“ of any oiher ship of war, than the be- 
fore-meIItinned frigate being on our 
coast, 1 concluded (and mord particu- 
“ la?iy from the direction in which she 
“ w^s iftcovered) that it wqs bsi'; and-ac- 
“ cmdiiigiy determined to speak, her, as 
“ well because 1 considered it my duty to 
“ know the names and characters, if pos- 
" sible, of all foreign cruisers hovering on 
“ our coast, as from an impression, if it 
“ tuvned out to be tbe^ vessel 1 conceived, 
“ that her commander, fiotp having learnt 
" thro:;gli the medium of the newspapers, 
“ the sensation which the before-mention- 
“ ed outrage had produced throughout the 
“ United States, might be induqpd, if he 
“ was not totally regardless of American 
" daims to justice, to mention that he h$td 
" the young man in question on boartf, 
" and would ,delivei^ him up to me, and 
" perhaps at the same time assign some 
" cause for such a gross violation of the 
" sovereign rights of the American nation. 

At any rate, whether he was disposed or 
" not, if I could learn from him that the 
" man was on lb>ar(k 1 should have it in 
" my power to represent the sainc to my 
Governmej|it, and thereby be the means 
" of ^ore readily eftfeting his emancipa- 
" tiod ftom vassalage, and the cruel ne-^ 
" ces^ty of fighting the battles of the 
* very country ^Jiose Officer had tbtu 
" unlay^fully enslaved him, and in doingi 
" this, 1 considered-1 was doing no more 
" than i duty imposed on me by my situ* 
" etion, consequeBtly I i^lt segardless if, 
" in a’ccomplisbing it,,a further attempt 
" -should be made to insult my country ^ 
" offering vioience,to tift fleg ffying oircr 
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^tnylvtd;! 1M¥ i^ theD,i^ txm, and 

• Wtr iftiall to repel any 

• wSi tnstfli o*r *injo4y to Uie very titter« 

• iBWit^'of, tbe foree jander‘^tny coda-* 
*tinnd;«and that too niihodt regard to 
•'tbe contequence^ resolting therefrom.” 

* 4—Here we have the Captain's^ o<Vn 
necoutit of hie views; and, if that* ac- 
eoent he trae, bis views certainly were 
laudable. The Court of Inquiry 
iCqdits 4Tim of having Bred the fint ihot, 
jMid his ■ government^ disclaims having 
given him orders so !o d«. We contend, 
TOat »we have Batisf|ctory proof, that he 
tfidl^e '4fae.‘first shot. Each^governnaent 
a.wi*ll,'doubtless, adhere to their ovim proof; 
and thtis, I suppose, the matter will drop; 
which is the best sOVt of termination to it. 
—The questtons relating to the I'loridaa 
and the Otder$ in Council are hot so easily 
set at rest. They qpen a wfde-field in¬ 
deed ; and will, accoratng to appearances, 
lead to.;ierious calamities* for, we per¬ 
ceive, in neither government, the smallest 
inciiltatton l^oyieid an ittch. The Amencans 
trice high&r ground than ever, talk 

more boidly. They evidently feel a «^ree 
of confidence that they never felt before. 
The truth is,they know that they are safe. 
They see us so beset with difficulties and 
danigers, that they have nothing to appre¬ 
hend from us from witboot; and the gdvern- 
ment see8,.tt)ii; our partizans in the coun¬ 
try are daily and hourly dtminisfiing as 
well in Wfiigbt of chafacter as in number; 
which uitnt he a ifec^ssary consequence 
of the itrstease of domestic manufactures, 
-i—My observafioBs upon these two 
^al points must be postponed till my next 
Kumber. The question relating to the 
Floridas is new to us*; and will be found to 
merit very great attehtioD,as being clearly 
indicative of the ulterior views of the 
American gwveraiment. I have inserlech 
and Shall insert, the Correspondence rela- 
*ting to these two poiut|^ which, though 
Jong, M neceSsajy To be read by every 
one, vfbo wishes to be able to givetUny 
liuMgJike an impai|ial opinion upon either 
f Of « lese important subjects.—y-A is iin- 
pOsaTotd to read this correspondence*with- 
onthei^ impressed with the ibrmidahjio 
^tade’ Whitm the United Stales are as- 
dmiiiag, dgOTOlly when we see at the 
same timCf vimdt is passing jn South 
AmAiOa.' In flbmi^ jtfae hour seems to be 
fast approaching, wJrefi that hemisphere is* 

g miwe a figure,emd id have some weight 
ddtertQliitng ^ fate of the contending 
■ntiOBS of fittrope;. ind all that wa have J 


to hope for is, that tli& weight will he 
thrown into the scale oT those whbse ri>> 
ject it is to restore freedom to the en$]aved; 
to raise wretches* who are ifbw treated li^ 
beasts of burdon, to the station and ^Jdy- 
meats of men. fm 

, w**. GOBBETT. 

* State Prison, JVewgtpv, Friday, 

21 ih December ,^ 

' The Iqdexes and Table of Contents will 
be published with the 2d Number of the 
next*Volume. • 


AMERICAN STATES. 

Correspondence between the EngUah Minister 
ancf the American Secretary of State, 
rtlutive to the Occupatwn of the Floridas. 

Mr, Foster to Mr. Monxoe, dated 2 July, 
1811 . * • 

Sir,—The attention of his Majesty^s 
Government has at length bee'h called To 
the ineasuies pursued by the United States 
for the military occupation of We.st Flo¬ 
rida. The language held bj^ the.Presi¬ 
dent at the opening of the iate Session of 
Congress, the ho.stile demdnstwiiions made 
by the American forces under* Captain 
Gaines, the actual summoning of the fort 
of Mobile, and the bill submitted to*the 
approbation of the American Ltgislature 
for the interior administration of the Pro¬ 
vince, are so nvtny direct and positive 
proofs that the Governpient qf America is 
prepared subject the province nf»Vl^t. 
FloridjJ to the ambority of the United 
States*—The Spanish Minister in f!:ondoil 
addressed a note in the month of March 
last to his Majesty’s Secretary pf State 
for Foreign Afiairs, expressing in sufficient 
detail the feelings of the Government of 
Spain respecting tbia Unprovoked aggres¬ 
sion on the integrity of that monarchy.-— 
Mr. Murrier, in his note to Mr. ^itb, -of 
Dec. 15, 1810, has already reminded the 
American tSovernment of th'e intimate 
alliance subsisting between his Majei^ 
and Spain, and l\p has desired such expUt* 
nations qn the subjedt as might coavitite 
bis Majesty of t^e pacific disposition -of 
the United States towards Spain. Mr. 
Smith in his reply has stated that it vi^s 
‘evident that no hostile purpose was enter¬ 
tained by America towards ^am; and 
that ^ American Minister n hie Majes¬ 
ty's Court had been enriiied nf make wni^ 
ever eti;p}aBations mi^t cottipdtc with tfis 
frank and conciliatory «pim*‘irbtcii had 





lMl»ea in'paiably '(hanij^BSted on the part of 
Utfit^d ti^tea.-^inoe the date* oF this 
coriefqjondence /Mr. Pinkney has offescd 
i)D ejcpianatioA whateveS of the motiees 
emch have actaated the coodoct of the 
United States in t^ transaction; ^bill 
has tieen intfodacecTiDto Congress for the 
«stabliBhinent, gorerniSient, and prot^otiSn 
of the territory of Mobilcj and the fortress 
^ that name has been summoned without 
effect.—Hss Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, in the name and on 4 )ei)alf of his' 
M^sty, is still willing So hope th&t the 
AoiericMi Government has not been urged 
to this step by ambitious motives or by a 
desire of foreign conquest, and territorial^ 
aggrandizement. It would be satisfactory 
however to be. enabled to ascertaiitthatiio 
consideration connected with the present 
state of Spain has induced America to de¬ 
spoil that mopjirchy of a valuable foreign 
colony.—-The government of the United 
ates contends that the right to the pos- 
ssion of*a certain part of West Florida 
will not be less open to discussion in the 
occupation of America than under the 
government of .Spain.—Bu| the govern¬ 
ment of the United States, under this pre¬ 
text, cannqjt expect to ayoid the reproach, 
whici^ust attend the ungenerous and un¬ 
provoked. seizure 'of a foreign colony 
wMle* the parent state is engaged in a 
noble contest for independence, against a 
most* unjust^iable and violent invasion of 
the rights bt>lh of the mqparch and people 
of Sprfn—While I w^it, therefore, for an 
cxpjimation from ^o. Sir, astothe mbtives 
’ which led to this unjust aggression by the 
•United States on the territories of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ally, 1 must consider it as q^y duty 
to lose no time in fulfilling the orders of 
his Royal Uigiuiess the Prince Regent, by 
which I am commanded in the event of its 
appearing on my«arrival in this city that 
the Upited States stilb persevefe by 
menaces and active demonstration to 
claim the military occupation of West 
Florida, notwithstanding the aemonstraoce 
o^iis Majesty’s Charge.d’Afiaires and the 
dl^ifest injustice of the act, to present to 
you the solemn protost of his Royal Hi^- 
lacss in the name and od bShalf oThis Ma¬ 
jesty, against an act which is contrai-y tet 
«aery principle qf marul mdgoodftatk and. 
national honour, and so injurious to the 
uliiapce subsisting between his Majesty 
and the Spanish nation. . 

Jlfr. Mtmroe% Mr. Foster, HkJidy, 1811 . 

Siq—1 hare had the honour to receive 

4 • • tf • 


the note whkh 3^9 tiafe 
Wider of his Royal dighnMt.tbe Briliffi 
^gent, to protest, in .babalf ef tlv^ SilN 
^ncy of *Spain,,^a0(dnst the pdlses«nh. 
lat^y taken by toe United ^ates «l ceti* . 
tain parts of West Florida.—AJt^jjgll > 
the President cannot* adnrit the rij^t 
Gj;«at Britain to interfere in any ^uestfeli 
relating to that province, he is willing to 
explain, in a friendly manner, the consi¬ 
derations which induced the* Unite 4 
States to take the ^p against which yoh 
have been ordered *%o protest.—It is to bi 
inferred from your view of the sqjijecb 
that t|)e %itish GAvernroenf has been 
taught to believe that the United State* 
seized a moment of national emharraM- 
ment to wrest from Spain,i| pfovitioe to 
which they had no right, and that they 
were prompted to it by their interest 
alone, and*a knowledge that Spain could 
not defend it. Nothing, however, is more 
remote from t^e fact than the presumpo 
tion on which your Government* appear* 
to hive acted. Examples qf so untoorU^ 
a coudiltt are u^fartmately tpo frequent in 
th& history qf nations, but the United Statas 
have not followed them. ‘The President had 
persuaded himself that the unequivocal 
proofs which the United States have given 
in all their transactions with foreign 
powers, and particularly with Spain, of an 
upright and liberal policy, would have 
Shielded them from such an Uimierited 
suspicion. He is satisfied that nothing it 
wanting but a covect knowledge of facts 
completely to dissipate it.—I might bring 
to your view a lung catalogue of injuries ' 
whith the United States have receivdA 
from Spain since the condinsioo of theft 
revolutionary, war, *my one of whicb 
would most probably have been consider* 
ed cause of war, and resented as such by 
other Powers. 1 will mentima two of these., 
bnly : the spoliations that were committed 
on their commerce to a great amount im 
the last war, and the* suppression of tbeir 
deppsit at New Orleans just belllPte Ibe 
commencemyit of the present war, in vio* 
lation fpf a solemn treaty; for neither of^ 
which injuries has any reparmtion or atone* 
ment Seen made. For injuries like tboto 
oT the first class is known to you that 
Great JSritaiii and France made indem* > 
nily. The United gkafes,. however, do 
not rely*on tliese injuries for a Justification 
oftheif conduct ift this trattsaction, al* 
though their claims to reparation foir theOL 
are ^ no measures relinquished, and, ft 
is to be presumed, miU not always be nei^ 
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IfDted.*—VC’hen I inform you that the pro- 
‘▼ince of West Florfda to the Perdido was 
s.p^t of Louieisnstj while the whole prOf 
tince formerly beloipged to Bratice, lhaft 
although jt vyas afterwards separated from 
the other, part, yet that both parts were 
^ga?h reunited in tlifi hands of Spain; and 
By' her re-conveyed to France, in *v»h,ich 
lst;Ae' the entire province of lx)uisiuna 
was ceded to the United Slates in 1803 ; 
that in accepting the cession, and paying 
for tjie territory cedc^d, the United States* 
'Onderslood and believed that they paid 
for the country as far as the Perdido, as 
par^'of fxAiisiana ; dhd that on copyiction 
of thi^ir right, they included in their laws 
provisions adapted to the cession in that 
extenb^M canitot fail to be a cause of sur* 
prise to the Prince Regent, that they did 
not proceed to take possession of the ter¬ 
ritory in question as^ soon a9 the treaty 
was ratified. There was nothing in the 
circumstances of Spain.at that time, t^iat 
could have forbidden the measure. In 
denying the right of the United Stales to 
this territ^'ry*, her Government irtvited ne- 
gociation on that and every oiher'point 
in contention betvfeen the parties. Tlie 
United States accepted the invitafion, in 
the hope that it would secure an adjust¬ 
ment and reparation for every injury 
which had been repeived, and lead t> tlie 
restoration of perfect harmony between 
the two countries, but in that ho|»e they 
were disanpointed.--Since the year 1805, 
the period laf the lasV negociation with 
Spain, |he province of West Florida Ims 
I'emainect in a situation altogether incom¬ 
patible with the welfare of these States. 
The Government of Spain has scarcely 
been felt there ; in poiiseqqcnce of which 
the aflairs of that province had fallen into 
disorder. Of that circunisUmce, however, 
the United States took no advantage. • It 
was ^ot until the last year, when the iti- 
Jiabitants, perceiving that all authority 
oyer them had ceajed, *iose in a body 
with iritention to lake the country into 
their own hands/ that the American'Go¬ 
vernment interposal]. It was imrossible 
for the United States to Behold* with in* 
difierence a movement in whitli they 
were so deeply intercs^qd. The President 
, would have incurred the censure of the 
nation if he had sufl'ered that province to 
be wrested from the United Stales, under 
a pretext of wresting jt from; Spaj^n. In„ 
taking possession pf it, in their name,.and 
nnder their autlmrily, exc^t in the pdrt 

Which was occupied by the Spanish troops, 

• 


who have not bedti disturbed,/hey de¬ 
fended the rights'and secur,ifd peace 
of the nation, and even*consulted the ho¬ 
nour of Spain bdrself. Bj this event jJiHB 
United Slates *liave acquired no new title 
to "^esi Florida. Tj^y wanted nonV In 
adjusting hereafter all the| other points . 

li-iqh remain to ne a^ljiisted with Spain, 
and which it is propo*ked to mak^ the sub^ 
ject of amicable negociation as soon as tlie 
Government of Spain shall be'settled, her 
claim to this territory may again be 
broifght into viflw, and receive all the at¬ 
tention which is due t<f it,—Avrare that 
this transaction might be misconceived 
and misrepresented, the President deemed ' 
it a proper subject of instruction to the 
ministers of the United Slates at Foreign 
Courts to place it in a true light before 
them. SucKan instruction was forwarded 
to Mr. Pinkney, their late-JVlinister Pleni- 
potpntiary at London, who Would have 
executed it had no’e the termination of Ids 
mission prevented it. The Pre.iiilent can¬ 
not doubt that the (rank and candid expla¬ 
nation which 1 have now given, by his 
order, of the cOnsideicitioi'.s which induced 
the United States to take possession of this 
country, will be perfectly sa^tislactoiy |o 
his Royal Highness the Piiiice 

Mr. Foster to Mr, Monroe. Sept. 5, IVI I. 

Sin,—The Chevalier d’Onis, wlio has * 
been appointed Minister froip bis Catho¬ 
lic Majesty to _the United* Stales, has 
written' to inform nle that be undefstandsi 
by letters from the Governor of Easi^Flo- 
rida, ;Under date of the ]4th uls that (Jo*^' 
vernof Matthews, of the Stale of G.;orgiay. 
was at that time at New^town, St. Mary’s,^ 
on theTroiitiers of Florida, (or the purpose^ 
of treating with the inhabitants of tbatr 
province for it being delivered up to tliQj; 
Uniutl Stales goveriiiKent, that he waf/ 
with ihis view using every method ofo 
seduction to ctfect his purpose, odering to^ 
each white inhabitant who would side with^^ 
hiui, 50 ^icres of land and the guarantee 
gl' his religion and properly ; stipufatj^'gj 
aUn that the American government wotiitiL 
pay the debts ol'tlie SpanishJl^overnnienv 
vAictlier^due itPpcuisions or otherwise, and. 
.that lie would cause tlie uHicers and spl- 
.diers of the garrisons to be conveyed,'^ 
such place as-should be indicated, pro-; 
vided they did not rather choose to, enter 
into the service of ,ijje United States.^-*;. 
Ml d'Gnis l^ps done me the hutiour to 
municate t^ me a 4i6te which lic.g^irposeS 
transmitting to you. Sir, in consequence 
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of this detached .jnd rfost extraordinary 
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ijitelligence* and consiwring the intimate 
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municate the part they fanve^ted trit 
respect tof East Florida.—In ‘the lettlf'• 
which I had the honouf to addfess to y^. 
on the »th^f .July, rotated thejpjari^, 
^hich the united tstatiisbad received fro^ ' 
Spain, since their revoltitionrfry War, smij 
particularijr by their •poliationr uit ‘.1.^^ . 
codimerce by the Iasi war, to a greW | 
ameunt, and by the suppression'of the^r' 
right of deposit at New Orleans, just be¬ 
fore-the commencement of thejireseiiti 
d on Vhe part of your Gevnrnnient, %vvar, for neither of whioh had reparatioa 
ivhdlly unable to suppose that^Go- been made. A ola.^» to indemnity for* 

tliese injuries, is altogether unconnected 


alliance* nibbling between Spain and 
Great Britain, as well as tjte circumstances 
undpCr which is placed tn this,country, 
he bas^urgently requested tflat I would ac- 
coniyi;iny his represe.Atation with a letter 
oh my part in support of it.—After thf 
solemn agseverations j\’hicli you gar^. me 
til^he month of July, that no intentions 
hostile to the Spanish interests in Florida 
.existed 
f am 

srernor Matthews can hSve had orders 
from tbe^*reaident for the conduct which ■ 
he is stated to be. pursuing ; but the mea- 
«ures he is stated to be taking in corres¬ 
ponding with traitors, and in endeavouring 
by bribery, and every art of seduction, to 
infuse a spirit of rebellion into the sub¬ 
jects of the King of Spain in those quarters, 
are such fs to create the liveliest in¬ 
quietude, and to call for the most early 
ibterference on the pVt of the Govern¬ 
ment of the United Stales.—The Govern- 
nrentof the United States are well aware 
of the de%p interest which his Royal 
Highness Ine Prtnee RegenUtakes m the 
security of Florida, for any attempt to 
OQCupy the .Eastern part of which by the 
United”^ates, not evenlhe sligh^es^^ pre¬ 
text- could be alledgcd, such as were 
brougbif forward in the endeavour to jus¬ 
tify the aggression on West Florida.—I 
conceive it therefore to be my duty, Sir, in 
cons'ideration of the allianoe subsisting be- 
*/veen 6pain and ^re*at Britain, ant^the 
Jnt^ri^ts of bis Maje.sty's subjects in the 
C.Vest Indite Islands, so deeply ihvolv|M in 
the seciirity of East Florida, as well as in 
pdrsuance of the orders of my Government, 

. 'n case of any attempt against that coun¬ 
try, to lose Jio .time in calling upon j'ou 
for an explanation of the alarming steps 
which Governor Mhtihews is slated Jio be 
taking for subverting the Spanish autho¬ 
rity In that country, requesting to be 
iofewmed by you upon what tanthority he 
can acting, and what raeisubes have 
taken to put a stop to his proceedings.* 

Hr, MmVoe to Mr. JPosibr. - November 

2, ISII.. - 

^ •* * 

Sir;—I have had the honour to receive 

ydte, letter of Sept. 3lh, apd to submit it to 
• thfctviewof the Presiilent.—The principles 
Which.'^ave governed the U/ijled States in 
tb'eir‘measiiYes relative to West-Fl|j|rida, 

. already* been ^explained *to you. 

with e()9ai frankoeai Pshali mow com- 


with the question relating to Wo)5t Florida, 
which (Wasacquired by cessio'h 4rom 
.France in 1S03.—The Government of ' 
Sp;Sin has never denied the right bf the 
United States to a just indemnity forapolia- 
lions on their commerce. In 1802 it ex¬ 
plicitly adi^itted this right by entering 
into a Convention, tire object of which was 
to adjust the amount of the claim, with«a 
viefw to indemnity' The subsequent in¬ 
jury' hy the suppression the deposit at. 
New O^lpans, produced an ijnportaot 
chan^ in«ithe relations between* the par¬ 
ties, wni(;h has never been accommodated.^ 
The United Stales saw in that measure 
eminent cause of war, as that war did not 
immediately follow, cannot be considered 
in any other light than as a proof of their 
modet^ation and pacific fiolicy. The Exe¬ 
cutive could not believe that the Govern¬ 
ment of*Spain would refuse to the United 
States the justice due to the^’accumu¬ 
lated injuries, w beif iffe su!ije(;t should be 
brought solemnly before it by aftpecial 
mission. It is known that an Envoy Ex¬ 
traordinary was sent to Madrid in lf:0f,' 
on this subject, and that the mission did 
not accomplish*thn object intended by it. 
—It is proper to observe, that in the nego- 
ciation with .Spain in 1803, the injuries 
ctlii*plaine;l of by the United States of the 
first class were again substantially adfbit- 
ted to a certain e^cicnt^as was that also oc¬ 
casioned by the suppression of the deposit' 
at New Orleans, although the Spanish Go¬ 
vernment, by disclaimi|g the act, andim-,^ 
puling iJ-^o the intendant, sought to avoid 
the relponsibility doe from it; that t* 
m%ke indemnity to the United States fo|j; 
injuries of every hibd, a cession of the 
■ whole territory claimed by Spain eastward 
of the Miifsissippi was made ihe subject of 
negociation, and that the amount of th«. 
Sum*’demanded for^t was the*sole caUM 
thajt i treaty '«$^as not thefi formed, and tb*:, 
territory added.—^The Udited States hata 
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abjoiXft ftated dtaa- tbe ^oivvnce of 
bj^ any iiiiir standard ba* 

• l 8 ^«t!ii'; 6 ia parties^ betes^ma^d^t. Tbtf 
^ > j Joidtci^ to this Province for their in- 
tyithdhe greater reaspo be- 
p«(|t!jse the governRiTOt of Spain its^f Itas 
cuuiftenanced it. That they have sufllen^d 
just claiiBS so long ousatisfied, is a 
new and shwngvproof of their moderatien, 
as it is bf their respect for the disordered 
^poM^tiun of that povrer. Tl\ere is, how- ] 
ever, a period beyond’which those claims 
ougjtt not^ to be neglected. It would be 
highly Improper to Jhe Unit'^d Slates, in 
(di^ir respect for Spain, to forget what 
they mve to their own character, ai^d 
to the rights «of tlftir injured citizens.— 
Under these circumstances it would be 
equally unjust and dishonourable in the 
Utiitod States to suffer East Florida to pass 
ioj^o the possession of any other power. 
Unjust, because they would thereby kse 
the only* indemnity within their reach, for 
injuries whiciir *buuht long sinc^ to have 
been redftssed. dishonourable. Because, 
(n permitting another power to wrestjfrom 
them that indemnity, their inactivity and 
acquiescence could only be imputed to 
unworthy motives, situated as East Florida 
is,, cut off from the other possessions of 
Spain, and surrournled in a great measure 
by the territory of the United States; and 
having also an important bearing On their 
Comtueree, no other power coulti think of 
taking possession of k]; with other than 
hostile ciewa to them. Nor could any 
other power take possession of it without 
endangering their prosperity and best in¬ 
terests.—The United States have not been 
ignorant or inattentwe to what has been 
agitated in Europe, at different periods, 
since the commencement of the present 
ww, in regard to the Spanish provinces ip 
this hemisphere; nor have they been ub- 
^mindful pf the consequmces into which 
the disorder of Spaiil qii^t lead in regard'' 
to the Province in q. .Nation, without due 
clure to prevent it. have-been por- 

, BUadnd that, remiasitoss-o^., their pa<Je might 
inrite the dangei* if it had notiptready 
dpae it, whieh it it. so much their interpat 
&hd i^sire to preventj* Ikeply impress- 
- ed<'wiUtittiaw< oopsiderations, and anxious, 
avhUe: tbay acquitted themselves to the: 
jiHC cfaitaa oiT their constituents, to p^e- 
•nrfe friendship, wHh*^ other. powerCIlhe 
yihjapt.wma.bii^tovbefote'tbo) Con^cpw 
mkmm aeswaa. (tMIhid 


]H)MTlCjA^ lEGlSTERe^i^^ ham- 

I, «» 


authorising the Eteculiye lo accept poa-l 
session jof East Fto^a from thb wai aar-1 
thoeities, or to take it againstf^ttie ittempf 
of a foreign pov|[er to occupy it, bnaldihg' 
it in either ca«s subject ^o future aMl 
friendly negochttipn. This act thqrufi^, 
eviiKCs the just ati(k.amicalde view.^liiy’ 
v^ich the United .States hare been gb» > 
verhad, towards Spain, in the irie| 8 ure au- 
.thorued by it. Our Ministers at Lond^ 
and Paris were immediatfiily apprised of 
the act,‘aand instructed to cofnmunicate*, 
the'purport of it to both governnienta,.andl 
to explain at tliii same time, in .the mosC 
friendly manner, the piotives which.led to 
it The President could not doubt that 
s^h an explanation would give all the. 
satisfaction mat was intended by it. By « 
letter (torn the American Charge d’Affaires 
at London, 1 observe that this explanation 
was made to your Government in thei 

month of-last.* (Thaj; it was not 

sooner made, was owing the departure of 
the Minister Plertiphteniiary of the United^ 
Slates before the instmetion was received, * 
—1 am persuaded, Sir, tjiat you will see 
in this view' of the subject vdry strong 
proof of the just and amkable disposition 
of the Unitod States towards Spain, of 
which ['treated in the confereiMJe to<whifh 
you lujvifalludcii=i The same disposition 
still exists; but it must be understmd 4hat. 
it cannot be indulged longer thati may 
comport with the safety, as welj as with • 
the rights and honour of the pation.'* ^ 


■Orders IN Council. ^ 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Mataroe. Jvhf 3, 

Sir*—I have had (he honour of%tatiiig^ 
to youjverbally the system of defence (b 
which his Majesty has been'-compelled to 
resort for the purpose of- protecting tb» 
maritime rights and interests of his do¬ 
minions against the ntsw description, of 
warfare that has been adopted by liis enfl»- 
1 have presented: to yon the 


mics. 


grounds up^n which his Majesty fifiib,. 
himself sdlfrohligedr to continue tfai^ syei- 
torn; and 1 conceive' that 1 sbajl 
ihbet your w ishqs as expressed' to roe tl!^ 
Qtorning, if in a mor^ormalj^ape 1 shoup- 
lay before you the whole extent of 
^question,.at' it appears tohis Misty 's jeer, 
vernment to exist betiween :Great 
and AmeriGa-T-l-beg-leaee to arilvyktoe* 
attention,.Btri.|o priDcipleaoa^CjrfaMlie 
hi .8 Maiestyfi;..Oitders ia:GouncB were ewk -: 
g^lty.^ foan^i The decstkeMofi 
ww4ii«ady tauhtSkpmdyuaiiai^^ 



• . •• .iT f* 

yy. which •Fratv^ fvaJlibited all nitioiui | the 
rom tratjle.ftir intercoulke with Gre^t Bri> 
ain tuMd’^'^eril.of c(mB*calion of their 
h'ips and merchandize ; aUhougb Frani;:e 
ia4 tiot the mehns of im(nsing ,an actual 
^ck^e in any degree ajlequate to such a 
ti^^se. The imm^-^iale and profe^ed 
hj^rt of thif hostile ^ecree was the de* 
^fuctioi^of all Britis^i commerce tbr^dgh 
teans entirely unsanctioned by the law of 
Itions, and unauthorised by any received 
octrine of^egilimate blockade.-^^his vio- 
rtioij of the established law*of -dvrlized 
^trons iu war, would hav«»jusf!lied, (lreat 
Iritaini m retaliating upon the enemy By 
^milar*lnterdiction of all conimerc<) with 
ranee, and with such other countries as 
light co-operate with France in her sys- 
:m of commercial hostility against-Great 
Iritain.—The object of Great Britain was 
ot, however, the destruction of trade, but 
s preservation under such regulations as 
light be. compatible with her own seen- 
at tb^ same timtr that she extended 
a indulgence tp foreign commerce, which 'j 
rict prii)ciplea«^ould have entitled her 
> withhold. The, retaliation of Great 
Iritain was not th«;refore urged to the full 
stent of her right j our pr ihibition of 
l^nch tradf* was not'absolute, but modi- 
ed ; anci in returr* for if,.; absolute |Tahi- 
iliod of all trade with kUreat Britain, we’ 
rohibl,a.'d not all commerce witli France, 
ut .11 mich commerce with France as 
loplfi not **e carried on through Great 
irit3lii--*-It vas evident that this System 
lusf prove piejudif ’'!il to neutral nations 


purpo 
neutrals 
such enooi 
t^eptis 40 
tSerce, an 
safety of tfc 
his Majesty’s 
coAinpanCe e 
,bean*V!Sted up 
,crees of Berlin. 
sewrance of the e.*.,,, 
jji^tility which has SUDVsrtb... 
neutral cbm^erce o%- the Contine, 
it has .always been (flblaced on the p. 
his Majesty’s Government, that whei|t 
France ^fthouid have ^fTectvaliy* 
thn defirees of Berlin and Mil an, ana, 
should have restored neutral cnmmwce toi, 
the condition in wbicl/ it stood previoualj 
to the promulgation of those decrees, vm< 
should immediately repeal our‘OMeni i|| 
Council.—France ha^ asserted that the iie> 
cree of Berlin was a measure of.just retfei 
liation on her p’^rt, occasioned by our.pni^ 
vious aggression; and the Frencn Guvemi - 
ment has^ insisted, that dur system 
blocl^ade, it -existed .prewouid^ to tl^ 
decreebt fierlin, was a,manifest violatic^ 
of the received law of nations. We ta<a^' 
therefor^. Sir, refer to the articles of 
Berlin deerre, to find the principles of oipf 
system of blockade, whichFranceconsideiV 
to be .lew, and contrary* to the law of na* 
tions.—By the 4 th and Stharticlesitisstated 
as a justification of the French decree, <hat 
Great Britain “ extends 40 upfottified. 
towns and comnieivial ports, to barbom^ 
and to tlm mouths of rivers, th,ose rghts of 
blockade, which by reason and the usage, 
of nations arc applicable only to fortihed 
places; and that the rights of blockadp; 
ought to be limited to fortre-sses,realjy 
vested by a sufficient foic€Si”Tr-It is added . 
in the same articles, that Great Britain 
“ ha% declared places to be in a state of 
hfickade, before which she has not x 
sipgle ship of war, and even places wbitdt.« 
'.fte whole Britisn.forbe would be iosujOEU 
cient, to blockade,—entire coasts, •aid^a 
whnJe empire.”—.Neithef the practice of 
Great F itain nor the ww of navpns has. „ 
ever sdnjttmned the rule now laid down by 
France, thatno place, excepting fortrestet^ 
in i) complete statoef investiture, ican bar 

_-deemed lawfully biockailed by, se^»^|F 

be practicable, through Great Bi i -1 such.a ruije were to be aclmiued, itrWOQbl 


palamitj’^ was foreseen, and deeply 
igretted , but the injury to the ncjtiai 
ation arose from the aggression of France, 
bich had compelled Great Britain^'n her 
ivn,defence to resort to adequate retolia- 
iry measur.,s of «'ar. The operation on 
le American commerce of those piecau- 
ons'which 4 be. conduct of Franca bad 
mdered indispensiblc to oiir security, is 
tereto^ to be ascribed to the unwarrant- 
tdh aggression of Franc5,*anu pot to those 
tonc^dings on the y ' ‘ of Gvea,, Britain 
'F‘vili’*bat aggression had rendered neces-. 
tt.)fr and just. -The objecit of oarsysn-m. 

^ merelycounteract an attempt tQ 
h the Britislr trade- ’ Greet'Britain 
^avoyred to permit the Continent to 
Vte as large a .portion of commerce as 


iim-;.-jnd all her subsequent resplalions/l 
Slid- every modification of hfx’ system 
■sWets- dV modes of grantiagi or ivim- 
mtifiny-^ficences, have bcen calpu>ftted tor 


bec-une marly impracticable for, 

Britato «to attempt fthe blockdd^of. my 
port af the Cofitineat; aad <rar s«btoiM.o)d, 
to .lfeii perverwon of th* stew of natioiie/ 
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the decree 
e principles 
founded^ nor 


I'lose^vegwtfions are, 
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fld any eolo'iir 
.„'c.—In point of 
< i»lay, 1803, precSd- 
.< nccFee; but it >vas tyu<it and 
,ckadt! acrolpdiiig to tu,\08tal>lished 
nations; berait^c it wb!’4ntended to 
luinfain-ed, and w-sactually maintained 
/ an adequate^orre appointed pv ard'ttie 
whole coast described ih the no'ifi»'atior., 
agd consequently to enforce the blockade. 
—Great Britain has nerer^^ttempted to dis¬ 
pute that in the ordinary oobrse of the lawof 
llhtions, 1)0 blockode cjin be jpstifiablo or 
Taltd, unless it be sup|4)rted by an adequate 
ibsce destinedio maintain it, and to expose 
to hazard all vessels atteknp.itig to evade its 
operation. 'The blockade of May, ’806, 
notified by Mr. Serretiify T^'ox, on 
< iis clear principle ' nor wpr tha‘ blocl :>de 
announced until he had satisfied, liivhself 
,by a cummunicatron with his Mrjesty’s 
Board of Admiralty, that the Acbniralty 
possessed the means, and would employ 
them, of watching the whole coar’‘'-i iti 
Brest, to the Elbe, and of eUecmally en¬ 
forcing the blockade.—The bhtekade of 
Majr, 1806, was therefore (according to 
the dociri'iie maintained,by^Great Britain) 
just and lawful in its ohigin", Boca'.ise it was 
supj^rted by both in intention and fact 
by at) adequate .naval force. 'I'liis'Vas 
the justificaliun of that blockade, until the 
period of time when the Orders in Council 
tvere issued.—The Orders fo Council were 
founded on a distinct principle—that of 
defensive retaliation. France had declaretl 
a blockade of all the ports and coasts^<lf 
GreSt Britain, and her d,epefidfr,cic?j 
‘withoilt assigning bi» bei)jg able to assi^ i^. 
any force to support tlt-t blockade. Such i 
an act of the enemy would have justified 
a declaration of th* blockade of.lhe .whole 
r poast of France, eien without th** ippli* a- 
lion of any penidulor fdree toih;it servi.;e. 
Since the proimuigaiion of the Orders i??. 
Council, the blockadVi’of May,‘1806, h4S 
been sustained and extended by ‘“he more 
pompr^heiisive system of defensive relay* 


liation on' 

foundedk But if _ ^ i _’■ 

should be abrogated, the hlockadeoi May/r 
I8i)d, oouhi not'continue under our con¬ 
struction of the law of natidfts, oniess thit- 
biorkades shoolch be maintained by -*5 d'‘ 
application of an ade ,.aate navaJ'4br«*ct. ^ 
Anierica appeal's to concur,wit hr rab^ ; 
|)in as erting, that Gr'at iV'iaia was t!.' ” 
original aggressor in the alfitck C"'*; 
neutral rights; and ha: piirticular[y- 
ohj 'C’od tojthe blockade of May, I8C<»,I. 
as an obvious instance of that aggrf.*''*'‘i»r • 
bn the part 'm Great Britai"'g^ Al ¬ 
though the doctrines''of th*' -Berlr.' ^^'» 
cree, .especting ,tbe,"i'ignts of hinckadt, 
arc not directly asserted by the,America-^, • 
governpient, Mr. Pinkney’s corresper, 
dence "would appear to countenance tbe 
principles on 'which those doctrines -..r" 
founded. The oljjection directly statt,', 
by America against the blcf^kac^nf May, 


1806, rests on a' supposition that*f>p naval 
force which Great Britain pussessbd-, or" 
could have employed for f?x'h a purpose, 
could have rendered thai-blockade effec¬ 
tual; and that, iheret'ore it was necessarily 
irregular, ard c.'>uld not'possibly be inain- 
taiii'jil in dot rormity c.t the law of nations. 
—Rev'-.wir,g the course thi. st^f’ iPen-, 
it tvi/! appear iha. tne ffiickadre of l^ay, 
' 806 , cannot be deemed co'fitrary tn -ne 
law of nations, either uikIcv the obicctions 
urged by the French, or uiit'er tkos' de¬ 
clared or insinuated by the A lie gp- 
vernmenl; because that bl »ckK6^ wa» 
maintained by a sufE-'icnt naval foi^er 
that the decree of P“flir?,|was not t;,^ _•* 
fore j'’s’ificd citlie'iipder the prelexf al-’ 
leged by France, oV under those supported 
by An.erica; that the orders in councii 
wcr^fuiinded on a just principle of defep- 
sive^taliation against the violation of tbf 
law of nations committed l>v .Itraoce nj- 
the decree of Berlin; that tii\?‘bIoc!:s'^e of, 
May, ][S06, ,is tiow included in tlK‘ more 
extensive operation of the rders tn:‘fcV>nv 
cil; at.ii |a.':>y that the orders' in councif 
will noju-e gootitiuoif beyond the effrc‘nal 
duration of the hostile decrees of F.’aut i* 
.tor will the blockade of May, ibOb; coiv 
timie after \he-repeal of ibb orders ^ 
council, ohless bis Majesty’s govemmciii^' 
, sbuil thin'A fit ;o'8ustam' it by the spfi'pitill 
epplicatim of a sufficient <iaval'%t^in|^' 
, ' ' f To be continued,.J * 


♦'up'} she?; M g Bridges.Strirs, t^eiK,'*<}«nlcR. 

d: PtisirJ br T. • Pn«t1iBia!. ali^!owrt, fiy itwct. ‘ 


















c 


1 N I>f E X 
df ^ 
E S O E P E.H 

NAlVfED IN VOL. XX. 


ABADIA, Gfn. 475, ivt, 538 • I 
Abbe, Gen. 284 
AKercrombirfj Col. !K‘ * 

Aci, rtince, 43?- . ■,, 

Adam, Capt. 237*' 

Adams, President, 173 
Adams, Mr. J, Q. 145, 178, 181, 

Addington, (8ee Sidftiouth, Lord) 
Adriaiii, Gen. 765 
Alea, 529 

Allen, (f. 592 * « 

Allessi, 528. r * 

Almager, Gen. 734, 764 
Almon, Mr. 625 * 

Alten, Gen.tS2, 533 • 

Andcrstm, Capt. 406 
^i^nderson, Mr. 635 
liMSORj Gen. 553 
Antoni, 436 
Antoine, Capt. J23 
Apase, 529* * 

Arendtcliildt, "Major, 557 
Arden, Lord, 36 
Arguelles, 448, 512 
jArmstrongTlt. 692 
^Artigar, GJii. 306, 3O37309 
Ashworth, Lieut. 

Auchinut}', Sir .S. 769 
Aiigio, Prince, 399, 437 
Ansliii, Col. 22.’ 

Ai’liog, LieiR. l.'il 

Aaaia, 372 * , 

Azopardi, 528 • 

Baker, W. 464 
Balatier, Gcn.«67I, 733 
Baldwin, Mr. 624 * 

Ball, Sir A. 528 
Ball. Serj. 696 
Ballantinioo, 572 ^ * 
Ballastcros, Gcu. I.^, 223, 573, 
580, 784P • , 

Barbaud, Capt. 406 ^ 

Barceiia, 512 . * 

Bardaxi, SIS 
Barbc, 736 
Barese, A. 572 
BSkel, Col. 476 • ' 

Bareonrt, Gen. 194 * 

Baste, Admiral, 404 • 

Bathurst, Lord, 56 
»izin, 734 • 

Bedford, Duke, 28 < 

Baggs, F. 691 

Belcher, 262 t. • • 

Bellniio, J>xkc, 166, 174, 250, 
573,j)31 


Bellow, Mr. 701 
Belmonte, Prince, 399, 437 
IJejinje, Gen. 250 
Relsham, Mr. 454 
BentincB, Lord - W. 399, 417, 
451,572 

Beresford, Marshal, 51, 53, 81, 
138, 150, 154^ 161 
Beresford, Mr. 597 
Berkeley, Admiral, 813 * s 

Bessieres, Marshal, (See Istria,. 
Duke);- 

'Billinge, y. 490 ' 

Bingham, Capt. 100, 210, 211, 
•*‘212,546,563 
Bisbal, Count, 239 
Bi^sett, Capt. 566 
Blake, Gen. 144, l.fl, 152, 1.53, 
155, \6r,, 223, 2?J, 379, 414, 
670, 732 
Blonqueir, 469 
Bonaparte, (See Napoleoti) 
Bonella, 529 

Bonuet, Gen. 1.52, 155, 324, 246, 
285, 4’W 

Boniiemain, Col. 7’nP 
BonnieJ, 523 , 

Borg, 599 

Bouidon,.£^324 | 

Bourgeois, Col. 120 i 

'Bouvier, Col. 120 
Boilvierdes-eclats, Gen. 159 
Bowdeu,»T. 592 ^ 

Bowles, Mr. 1.31 
Boyer, Gen. ^6 
Brard, 736 

Brqpn.Dr. 195, 220, 698 m 
Brennier, Gcn.,29J^*678. «• 
Brett, Mrs. 684 * # 

Brcttc, i^rjr 128 ^ • 

Briche, Gen, *152 
BVombead, Gol, 537 
Eron, Gen. 152, 672. • 

BronikowskifsGfti.- 753 
Btoussart, St. George, Gen. 783 
Broth-,‘iton, Capt,. 534 « 
Br*ughani, WA 97» U« 

Brawne, Capt. P. 566 
Bruue, Masthal, 681 
BruDSK'ick, Duke, 559 
Bueellar, Col. 537 % 

Buckingham, M.irquis,»S6 
Buckinghamshire. Lord, 36 
Buchan, Lord, 341 • * 

BuchanatK Mr. 347 * 

BiiideU, J. 716 

Burdeg, Sir F. 12, 137, 187, 
649, 7;6, 726, 723, 757 «• 


SONS 


Burgoyne, Mr. 463 
Burke, Dr. 220 
Burn, Mr 698 
Burrowes, Mr. 691 
Burton, Mr. 702 
Butera, Prince, 436 * 

Bj+ne, Mr. 701 • 

Cabrer, Gen. 124, 158 
Cacuana, 529 ^ 

Cadore, Duke^l-45, 189 • 

Caffjrelfi, Gen. 95 - 

Colton, Sir C. 686 
Callentoui, Marquis; 436L v. . 
Caklwell, Capt. 191, 211, 563, 
065 .t 

Camden, Lord, 36, 624 
Campbell, Gt-n. 52 
Ciihiipbell, Mr. R, 398 
Campbell, 572 „ 

Campo Franco, Prince, 436 
Caaipovcrdc, Marquis, 156, 189, 
240, 245, 285 
Canedo, 512 
Candidns, 723,798 
Canning, Mr. 36, 236, 353 ^ 

Cantoqe, 529 ' , 

•G3i^«4,.765 . • 

Caro, Gen. 734, 764 
Carpenl-cr, .1. .492 
Carson,“R. 565, 666 " , 

Carteret, Capt. 396, 404, 407 
Carmichael, Mr. 22£ ’ ^ 

Cartwright,»Major, 449 
C'lstanos, Geu. 167, 223 
C'Mt^agne, Gen. 573 
CastelletH, 528 , 

Castlercagbj Ix>rd, 7SO 
Castelnuovo, Prince, 437 
Castrani, 399 "w 

Cham, 765 * 

Cbamlrers, J. 692 * 

Chaunocy, Capt. 562 " " 

Charles I. (of England) 657 
Charles IV. (of Spain) 659 
A'harK s IX. (of loanee) 656 
Charles John, (of Sysedea) Prince, 
, 937, 288 *• 

Chauvelin, Mr. 585 
Chip. B. 592 * 

Chlopiski, G«b. 7.39 , 

tlhrutiphe. Col. 736 ‘ 

<.;hulliott,"Major, 31^ 767 
' "&antar, A29 5 
Cilia, 429 
cClarke^Mr. 456 
Klemf -nt, Qen. 30(4 * 

CleviS, Capt. 56 





Clibbom, E. 69* 

Clifford, Mr, 544, 560, 597 

Clifton, Col. 57, 61 
Cobbcitt. W. 50( TSi 
1M, 146. 179, 187 . 208. 237,' 
272, 275, 298, 301, 334, 336, 
344, 400, 435, 465, 490, 530, 
592. 619, 797, 820 
CuW>, ueut. 407 
Cocks, Wljijor, 223 
Cochrane, Col.^513, 531 
Codrington, C^aj. 241 * 

•Cole, Ge*, 51, «6, 576, 669 
Colin, 147 • • 

Cole, T. 592 
Collins, Cul. 52 
Colvin, Mr. 738 
Colville, Gen. 534 
Cdmp^e, Gen. 733 
Cbjldiycet, 585, 591, 655 
Corsen, Geo. 476 
Cottf^n, Gen. Sir S. 155, 533* 
Coustln, Gen. 124, 159 
Cuntraras, Gen. 194, 156, 189, 
248 • 

Contts. Mr. 761 , 

Cox, Mr. 803 
Cox, Capt. 53<* 

Coxjy. 702 
Co>^^, Lord, 26 , 

Craig. Si»J. 400. 418 
Craufurd, Gen. 61, 93, 124, 535, 

' 576 

'Creighton, Lieot 219,563, 964 
.. Crib, 262 
Cristophe, 333 
Crobthwaite, L. 691 
Cnmniing, Col. 538 
Cursor 529 
.•Qirweii, Mr. 464 
Cuto, Prince, 436 ' 

, Paley.Mudge, 702. .. . • 

' Salinatia, Duke, 53, 

19.5, 140 , 143, 149,'159, 169, 

• 166, 174|_^379, 412, 470,573, 
. 574, 784 

^Pi^ers, J» 592 
, ^Daiiton, 39 • 

IPAreiBbefg, Duke, 672 
Darling, R. 691 
D‘Arinapac,fleii. si-> 

Darina nin 529 
Darn, Count, 480 •* 

Day, Jutlge. 691 
D'Ayrolaa, Marqais, ^4 
Debort, Gen? 734 
~De Berri, Duke, 381 
Debilly, 756 
De BrogUe,*543 
Deea»to,448» • 

DeCa.-<tro,«619 • < 

Decatuft Cspt. 562 * , 

De C'onrcv, .Admiral, 314 
D» Grey. Gen. 153,533 
Ddlancey, Col. 6‘> 

Denisuu, Mr, 565, 666 
Dennaark, Mr.'684 • 

D^on, tfoout, SIP, 12 s, 573 
’ Derigny, Capt. 121 * 

D'Rrules, Baron, 941 « , « 

• Dipeeliiiei, 3%2 \ • 

, DelPUeb Coa^i389 .1. 


99, 


INDEX, 

Deaain, 528 ■ 

Desaix, Capt. CO 
D'Espagne, Marshal, 533 
De Yonge, 6, 89, 85; 
Diggie, 818 
Dillon, Col. 756, 819 
Dixon, Major, 52, 56 
D,‘Nealle, 439 
Dcnjarch, Major, 121 
’Doii, Gen. 438 
D'Ouis, Chevalier, 824 • 
Dorsenne, Count, 247, 416, 471, 
476,555.574. 668, 784 
Douglas, Capt* 383 
D 0 V. SO 11 , Capt. 62 
Downes, Judge, 195, 220, 691. 
Dorville. Major, 62 
Doyle, Sir J. 440 
Doyle, Gen. 239. 469 / 

Drakard, iVir^57 / 
Drinkwater, Mr. 551 
Droutt, Gen. 55, 681 
Dryden, 161, 705 
Duchamp, 50 
Duckworth, Col. 51 
Duarez, 512 
Duloiig, Col. 573 
Dumourier, Gen*559C 
Efr.mouftier, Gen. 9^f^7, 
Dniican, S. 565 * 

Duncan, J. 691 , 

DnP ni, M. 517, 679 
DDihan, Oen. 52 
Durrel, 246» 

Dyes, Ensign, 54 * 


47« • 


Ebraml, 285 

Eckmuhl, Prioce,^71 

Edward, VI (of England) King, 
23 

r.l Jon, LorcU 292 * • 

Elio, Governor, 306, 307, 309, 
317 • 

EUed. 529 

Ellenborough, Lord,’ 22,75, 596, 
630,686, 708 , • 

Elliot, CapV R. 567 
Etnperinado, 239 • , 

Erimo,5?9 ^ 

Ermopoii, Bishop, 436 


Ergkine, Mr. D. 

.13 ■ , 

u.iT,^ne, Ofep. ISO 
Erskiiie, t.ordl 464 
Escano, 669 , 

Espija, 512 • 

Espos, 95 
EsseikLord, 26* 
EssiingjPriuc#, '19, 681 


M. 146, 186, 


Falcon, ^9 

Facatior^Geu. 3® * 

Fagan, Col. 483 • 

Farrogia, 529 * , 

Farier? Gen. 304, 576 
Ferdinaiif^ (of Sicily) King, 436, 
437 • 

Ferdinand, VII. 309, 313, 317, 
. 354,368,447,668 , 

Fillippoffi, 436 
Fingal, Lord, 218, 812 ^ 
Fiwierty, Mr. 720 
1 FMchw, Col. 54 


Floretta, 469 
Poison, Lieut. 671 
Fplkestone, Lord, 75 
Fondzetski, 120 
Fonseca, E. 428 
Foote, Capt. 418, 453 • 

Foi^sister, 573 

Foster,^ii^90, 8 I 5 , 820, 821, 
824, 895,828 • 

Fox, Gen. 390 

FdK, Mr. 107,181,257,293,454* 
6227647, 709,831 
'oy, Gen. 533?541, 

.Tafnaigham, Col. 56 
Francis, P. 04 

Frank, T. 691 * , „ . 

Frederic^, Wiljianif of Pru^ 
King,28^ • 

|.Freach,S;-7rd54M?0 
Fricre, Gen. 4i5 
Fritzliastz, Col. 2S3 
Fiy, Mr. 686 
Fuller, Mr. 105 

Gaines, Lieut 820 
Gallea, 5?.9 

(Jainble, Lieut 566, 666 
Garrow, Mr. 597 
G.att, 529 * 

GainHkiot, Gen. 784, 

Gazan, Gen. 414 . • 

Geale, B. 691 

Geoghegan, B. 691 

George, III. (of EnglandyffilE 

George, Baron, 702 

Gerald, Mr. 34 • . 

Gibbs, SirV. 75,»lfi2» 274,593, 
9,631,642, 757 
Girard, Gen. 539, 541, 671, 
784 * • 

Glonie, Mr. 656 
Glynn, !>erj. 625 

GodiniA, Gen. 413, 573 , 

Godoy, see Peace, PrincO 
Goldsmidt, Mr. 401 
Gonzales, Col. 147# 

Gonaales, Gontmor, 243 
Goold^Mr. 70,1 
Gosling, Mr. 760 
Gough, R. 685 

Graham, Gen. #138, 144, 16», 
300,354,451,533 • 

Grant, Mr. 406 
Gratsis, Capt. 247 
Green, Col. 237 
Greenlaw,Tjieut 407 
Grenville, Lord,*26* 5S5, 591 
Orey,'^l. 52 
Grey, IJJrd* 26, 464 
Grille, G. 572 , 

Gustavus, Adolphus, 166 
Gudin, ^L 736 ^ 


Hall, Capt. It 566 
Hallitlpy, Capt 567 
Hamilton, T. 592 
Hamilton J. 692 
Hamilton, ludy, 399,428 
Ilaniiitou, Gen. 52, 56, 151 
Har», Mr. 698 
Hargood^ Aamiral*5OT 
Hariis,Ca|<^48l ^ , 



1 


Mr. 453 

Harispe, Gen. 96, ^33 
Harvey, Gen. 53 • 

Harvey, Col. 534 
Hatton, Mr. 596 
Hawker, Meut. 50 
Hawkesbury, Lord, 780 » 

Haworth, H. 464 
Hay, Cajit. Jt34 ' • ' 

Bay, Mr. 220 * 

Henckell, J, 592 
Henry, Col, 121, 7£5, 767, - 

Henry, VIII. (of England) 63 
Hey wood, Capt 3«6, 308, 512 , 
Hill. Gen. 539, 555, 668, 671, 
677, 784 

Holland, Lordt 26 
Hofner, Mr.«J7, ^,113, 

Ho.'.le, fcapt 639« ^ 

Hostaman, Major,*42 ''' 
Houghton, Gen. 51 
Houston, Gen. 54 
Howard, H. 464 
Hobafl, Gen. 31,735 
Hubei't, Capt. 576 
HuiMk-stonc, Capt. €99 
Huerta, 512 , 

Hugo, Gen. 248 * 

Humphreys, W. 692 
Hu.ss, 182 • 

Hutton, J. 6^3 
jHatton, \y. 691 


|r]{bral, 529 
Ihgdlii^di^ol, 51 

Istria, Duke, 155, 223,246,380, 
470, 4S0, .543,*544 


,Jaci, Prince, 399 
Jacksou, Mr 146, 186 
Jackson, .T 6^ 2 
Jaffray, A. 69 1 ^ 

Jameson, T. 692 
Jansens, Gen. 7('9 
Jai'dot, 576 
Jauragni, 512 

Jefferson, President, 325, 341 
Jerome, (c,f .lA esk^ialia) King, 
802 ^ 

Jersey* Lord, 26 
Johu' on, Mr. 693 
Johnstone, lion. JT. 30 
Jendteo, Capt. 128 • 

Joseph, (of Spain) King, 32, 
144, 153,’164, 174, 214^ 379, 
419, 581, 688,713 
Jourdon, Marshal, bb9 


Keith, Urd, 454 * 

Keliy, Dr. 225, 275 * * 
Kemmis, Mr. 221, 692 
Kenyon, l/)ro, 36, 630, 643, 
701 


keitteby, Mr 625 ‘ 

Kirwan, .Mr. IM. 220, 696, 731, 
King, Lord, 1, 18, 26,33, ^J, 97, 


116 


Kincaird, Lord, 464 

Klctei, Gen. 559 

La Coupe, Capt. 406 

Lacy, Gen. 138 300^ 35,5* 4fl . 

Laltou.«saye, Qen, S48 

Laing^ F. 530 » 


V 


INDEX. 

LallBHiant, 152,414 ^ 

Lamasque, Col. 30t< 

Lamotta, 529 
Lambttia, W. H. 4^ 

Laoiesan, Capt. 7b8 

Lancaster, Mr. 450 

Lansdownc, Lord, 26 j 

Lapena, Gen. 360 , 

Lard:zabel, Gen. 669, 732 •, 

Lasteyne, Mr. 344, 465 

Lasey, Gim. 418 

Lasperanza, 529 

Latouche, k D. 691 , 

Latour, Marbourg. Gen. 152,413 

Lambert, Jonathan, 466 

Lauderdale, Lord, 26, 464 

Lawes, Mr. 596 

Leafe, J. 592 

U? Brills, 591 

Le CamAv, Baron,,'=44 

Leite, Gen. 56 

Lemarre, 147 

Lenox, Mr. 341 

1^0, X. 64 

Leriors, Gen. 53 <“ 

L'Estrange, Major, 51 
Leval, Gen. 413 ‘ 

teyva, 5^^ . .. 

4.efcbvrc, Gl7j. 304 
I^dsay, J. 6lH 
Linhares, Count, 316 
Lismore, Lord, 223 
Liverpool, Lord, 32, C6, 54, 2CS, 
379, 471, 532, 672 
Livingstoif, Mr. 344, 465 
Long, Gen 52 
Looz, Duke, 320 * 

Louis, XVI. (t)f France) King, 
183,431. 656 
Lovell, Liept. 214 
Lovell, Capt. 467 ,, 

Lowrie, W. 567 
Lowlon, Mr. 598 * 

Liickner, ^59 

Ludlow, Capl. 191, 562,644 
Lumicy, Gen. 52 
Lunfley, Capt. 567 ^ 

Luther, l!k2 

Macaulcy, Mr.^62 
Ma cdonal d, Marshal, See Tarento, 
Jliik*. 

Mack*wofth, Mr. 625, * , • 

Macgeachy, MBjbrf55* 

Madden, Gen. 151 
Madison, Vrestdent, 295, 306, 
325, 337, 397, 553, 717, 725, 
737, 774, 788f 802, 822 
Madison, Lieuk,5i4, 665 
Mabi, Gen. 'W2, 765 
Maitland, Gen. 572 ^ 

MalfSa, 5'.9 • , * 

Manp, A. 592 
Manners, Loi^, 2)3 
MansOeld, Lord, 624 • 

Margarof, Mr. .34 ^ 

Marmont, Marshal, see^tafasa 
' Duke. 

,Marques, J. 469 * i 

Martines, 249, 501, 305* 

Marsh, ]g. 691 
Mariere, B. 691 

Masseua, Marshal, see Easling, 


Matthewf, Gen. S45, 384 
Matthews, Gen. 834 
Manquier, 529 
M* Arthur, Mr. 455 
M'Clack, J. 565 
McDonald, Capt. 406 
M'Donough, J. 698 
M'Jowrie, J. 567 
M'Kernon, C, 692 
M'Kenzie, Mr. 722, 798, 

M‘Mahon, Col. 368, 385, 434 
M'Mabon) Gen. ^66 
M‘Quean, Mr. 2)4 » ’ 

Meade, T. 692 ' 

M«>'b, 247 

Melville, lord, 202, 388 
Mciidiob. 512 
MerbJes, Col. 413 
Mercl, Lieut. 576 
Mesclop, tlol. 31,736 
h^ssina, Gen. 124, 158 
Meunei'rs, Serjt. 30 
Mexque, ;K) 

Milbaiik, R. 464 
:.JIiIet, Capt. 670 
Miller, A. 467 
Miller, Mr. 550 
Miller, J. W. C. 161 - 
Milh t, 573 , , 

Milr.er, K. S. 464 
Mina, 153, 239, 487, 531, 671 
Minuhin, Mr. 568 
Minto, Lord, 770 
Miranda, 584, 794 
Miranda, Gen. 159, 239, 732 
Mobcriy, Lieut. 213 
Monpallaco, 529 
Monroe, Mr. 813, 820, 821, 824, 
825,^828 

Mf.ntalivet, Couiit,.62, 82 ., 

Montbrun, Gen. 62, 124, 152, 
575, 669 

Mqut^<*„Couiit, 413, 573 * ‘ i 
Mouligny, Major, 247 
Muntinarie, Gen. 96, }2'2, 284, 
734 * , 

Moore, Sir.!. 361 
Morales, 248 • • 

Moricr, Mr. 8;20 “ * 

Moruiugton, Lord, see Wellesley, 
Lord. 

Mowbray, Capt. 3=^,4 
Mozinbo, Gen. 53 
Muir, Mr. 34. 

Mull, Mr. 564, 665 

Murat, Prince, see ifaples, Kine 

Murillo, Gen. 672 * 

Murray, Mr. 624 

N.iples, King, 419, 6*1 
No^ioleon, i^perot, 64, 82,164, 
169, 176, 185, 224, 26^, 288. 
29», 320, 325, 350, 353, 4GCL 
404,407, 410, 418, 477,549, 
556, 570, 581, 614, 641, 652, 
655, 678, 68’1, 713, 718, 740, 
757, 772, 788, 802 
J. * 

Nfilson, LdM, 21^, 399*, 417, 428, 
453 • 

Nettergill#, Lord, 812 
N'eafcbijlel, Prince, 330, 96, 122, 

' 125, .%12, 416, 476, 574, 668, 
764 V 



I D E X. 


Kivet, 504 ' 

Noble, R. 59* 

Norbury, LorJ, '702 
Norfolk, Duke, 490, 561 
No(th, D. 464 

Naurry, Gen. 304 ^ 

Oakes,/Sen. 5*5 
Obrllfen, 306 
O’Connel!) Mr. 701 
O'Donnel, Gen. 'J39, 470, 732 
O’Grasy, Capt. ^3 
Oliveros/’S 12 
, Orange, Prince, 53£', 576 
Orr, R. 692 
Orr, J. 691 
Osborne, Judge, 701 
Olway,|;ol. 52 
Otway, Capt. 567 
OJreii, JWr. 624 

* 

Pace, 529- 

Pack, Gen. 533 

Paddon, Mr. 684 

Paget, £ady L. 36 

Paine*. T. 1,7,34,^85, 655 

Pakeeham, Col. 62 

Pakenhaip, Gen. 536 

Paleyei, 436 

Palermoi Arcbbisbop, 436 

Palmer, Ml. 34 

Paluiasale, Gen. 304 

Palombini, Gen. 96, 121, 670, 

* 734 

Tandolfo, 529 
Papigny, Ca[>t. 30 
Paris, Gen. 733 
Parisi, 528 

Parnis, '529 • 

iiaab'y, Capt. 42442, 526 
Paterson, Capt. 566 
Patl, ‘^47 

. Paulding, 5fr. 562 •» , • 

Peace,-Prince, 668 
Pearse, Mr*560 , 

PiahelV ('a pt«215 
Pecheux, Gcii. 250 
Pe)l,^erjt. 6*7 
I, l^mmrton, Mr. 698 • 

Pcnne, Villamur, Count 223 
Pentland, C. 692 
Pepper, J. 692 • 

Perceval, Mr. 33, 43, 132, 163, 
168, 193, 204, 262,'272, 334, 
385, 763 , 

Per?*, 512 
Perrin, Mr. 703, 805 
Perry, M. C. 565 
Perry, Lieut. 564, 660 
I’esBaduro, 674 
Petit, Col. 304 

Philimore^apt. 56B / 

Phitippon, Gen. 94, 185, 1*6, 
147, 148 

Phillips, Sir R, 179 
Pichegru, Gen. 559 ‘ 

Pickering, Mr. 297, 33^ 397 
Picton, Gen. jfi, 537 
Pigott, Sir A. 464, ^1 
finkney, Mr. 269, 821, *824, 
832 

Pki. Mr. 42,108, 779 
Blansonna, Gen. 304 



Ploinar, Sir T«760 • 
Potej Mr. W, W. 218 
Pons, 469 I 
Popbam, Sir Iff 56S 
Portland, Duke, 417 
Powlett, W. P. 464 
^Prentice, T. 692 
Preston, Capt 566 
Pre^iosi, 528 
Priloque, 671 
Pringle, Capt. 240 
Prittie, Mr. 223 
Prost Gen. 304 
Purvis, Capt 62 


Quadra, Gen. 414 
Quesnai, Gen. 304 
Quiot, Gen. 573 

Raliard, Lieut. 766 
Raguta, Duke, 55, 93, 125, 126, 
147, 152, 166, 174, 249, 379, 
483, 553, 574, 608 
Raiivsford, Capt 56 
Randolph, Mr. 338 
Read, Mr. 764, 

Reeves, Mr. 62?, 443 li 
Reynat, Gen. 765^ / 

Regnaud, M. 254,2'S6 
Regnier, Gen. 57, 93, 124 
Reizet, Col, 574 * 

Remond, 414, 573 
Revel, 30 ' 

Revere, 436 ' , 

Reynaud, Gen. 669, 672 
Riotn, Mr. 569 

^ Ric, 51* s 

Richardson, Mr. 593 
Richardson, T. 692 
Ridge, Major, 534 
Riccia, Gen. r'5 
Rigalsford, R. 532 
Roberts, M. 565 
Robert, Col. 120 • ‘ 

Robert, Gen. 670, 733 
Robespierre, 39 
Robson, Mr. tt.5 
Roche, J. 6s91 
Rodney, Capt. 567 
Rogers, Capt 190,210,511, 213, 
397, 562, 662, 817 
Rognsjit, Gen. 121 - - 

Rogue.*, Ge». 47^, 477 
Rook, Col. 53 
Rose, Mr. W. S. 69 
Hose. Jjlr. 17, 36, 65, 107, 385 . 
Rushwortb, Capt 566 
Russell,-'Lwd J. ^4 
Russell, 676 
Russo, 529 

‘ \ -> 

Sanchez, Don S. 155, 224, 533, 
670 . * 

Sarratea,j3l6 ■* 

Saumarez, Sir J. 441 
Saurau, Cou8t, 570 
l^urin, Mt? 692, 804 
Santocildes, 247, 285, 380, 470 
Sawyer, Adpiiral, 211, 214, 546 
Schiaretti, Col. 670, 73S 

* Schneider, 305 ^ 

' Scotdia, Prince, 436 
^eullyl Mr. 220 • 



Sebutiani, Gen. 94, 151 
Sqgur, Count, 234, 350 
Senhoute, Capt. 568 * 

Scurlog, Mr. 195. 280 
Seychet 529 • 

Shejfield, Lord, 332, 550, 614, 
650 » 

Sh«pber<l, J.*€96 
Sheridan,* Mr. HI, 130, 354f 
464 

Shoridan, Dr. ,195, 678, 690, 
705,''t3I 
Shiel, R. 697 * 

Sidmootfi, Lord, 33, 107, 174. 
779 • 

Sidney, 676 * 

Silveira, Gen. 155," 224, 3f^, 
470 , 

Sirr, Majsfr, 69.8 
Skerret, Col. 159 
Slade, Gen. 57, 62, 533 
Smith, Mr. R. 329, 336, 397, 
549, 738, 814, 820 
Smith, W. 464 
Smith, J. 565, 666 
Smirida, V. 572 
Sitfyd, Ckpt. 567 
. Snowden, Mr. 324 
Spanhot, Liext. 569 
Sparro>i, W. 691 
Spencer, Gen. 54, 57, 124, 116, 
151 

Soubam, Gen. 437, 538, 669 
Soult, Marshal, (See Dalnnttiir, 
Duke) 

Soult Gen. 413 * j 
Stanhope, Lord, 1,.17, 97, 106, 
400 

St. Cyr Nugues, Gen. 122 
Stopfoid, Sir R. 769 - 
Stormont, &orri, 69, 385 
Straogford, Lord, 309, 312 
Strenevitz, Lieut 1.50 
.Stewart, Gen. 51, 58, 531 
^tewart, Capt. 562 
Stuart, Mr. 671 . 

Stuart, Sir J. 7M _ 

Suchet, €oHirt, 3,0, 50, 82, Ifit, 
123, 158, 174, 230, 245, 284, 
470, 574, 668, 670, 679, 681, 
732, 764, 783 . 

Sweetman, f. 697 • 

Taafe, Mr. 195, 220, 697 
Talavera, Viscount, See Welling* 
ton, Djrd “ 

Tamil, Gen. 304 , . 

Tartnto,*Uuke, 299, 302, 305 
Telfar, Mr, 509 
Testaferrata, 523 
Tenma, 523 
Thcoti, Mr. 351 
Theran, 147 
ThiebauR, Capt 120 
Thiebaut. Gen. 669 
Tierney, Mr. 109, 385, 46} 
Tooke, J. H, 16, 33, 709 
Torremuzza, Prince, 436 
■forrero, 412 
Tortado, 577 
Townsend,"31 567 , 

Townshend, La>^L 311 
Trailer. Cant 324 * 



t 

Trut, Col. 483 

Trench, Col. 535 ^ 

TreiJUero, 736 
Treviso, JDuke, Cll 
Trotter, Mr. 450 
Trotter, Mr. 761 , 

Troubridge. Sir T. «8 
Topper, M% 783 ' f •' 
^agot, M. f 5« ' 

Urgate, 95 • * 

Vacane, Cap*. 31* 

Vaclielot, 73* 

Voland, 668 ' 

Valdini, PriiJce, 436 
V»»ie, Gen.*765 
Valletftiui, Gen. 247 

Valec, Gen. I2l**‘V' 

Vella, 529 

Vernisterra, Prince, 437 
Victor, Marshal, (See Belluno, 
rioke) 

Villa-Campa, Gen. 2.39 
Villafranca, Prince, 399. 437 
Villanosa, Prince, 399, 437 

i 


INDEX; 

Wade, N. »92 
Wagstaff H. 550 < 

Wakelfeld, Mr. G-34, 599, 79« 
Valch, Mr. 145 r 
Wales. Prmce, 202, 257, 289, 
321, 383, 613,786,812,815. 
821 ‘ 
Wallenstein, 166 • 

Walsh, Mr. 483 " ’ • 

Walsh, Mr. 759 
Ward, Capt 483 
Waring, Lieut. 569 
Washington, Gen. 178, 342 
Waters, Col. 61 
Watier, Gen. 576, 669 
Weddell, Mr. 563 
Wellesley, Marquis, S3, 38, 77, 
•*' 671^717 

WelleJioy, Mr. H. 50, 77, 355, 
368 ^ 

Wellini^on, Lord, 32,50, 54, 7^, 
93, 118, 124, 12.5, 139. 144, 
150, 152, 153, 161, 166, 174, 
22;i, 269, 273, 289, 298, 334, 
356, .les, 379, 470, 471, '483,*' 
513, 531, 532, ,539, 554, 574, 
576, 6J[2, 677 


Whitaker, Mr. 597 
White, Mr. 592, 609. 619| 6Sl, 
641, 690, 708, 723, 757 
White, ttpt. 241, 

Whitbread, Mr. 143, 46f 
Wickliir, 182 
tVilday, T. 629 
Williams, Col. 533 
Williamson, R. 692 
Williams, H.M. 453 . 

Wdson, Sir R. 756 
Winterbotham, Mr. 34 
Wood, Lieut. 380 ' 

Wood, W. 

Wood, Mr. 720 


Xichini, 529 

Xuere, 529 ' 

V. '■ 

Yo{k, Duke, 202,388, 517, 679, 
773 „ 

Yorke, Mr. R. 596 


Zayes, Gen. 9ki8,283, 739 



I N ® E X 


OF THE 


.NAMES OF COUNTRIES, PLACES, '&:c. &(f. &c. 


MENTIONED IN VOL. XX • 


Adriatic, 63, 86, 352 
^Africa, 184, 772 
A^ramant, 245 
AJttiMja, 531, 53.3, 672 
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Cape Francois, 722 
Carpio, 61 

Carpio Marialra, .533 
Carraccas, 581, 793 
Castaja, 370 
Carthagena, 123, 239 
Cu.<dllas*de Flores, 575 
C^el, 801 
Ca.stel Brancp, 124 
CastiU. 55, 151, 16?, 471,53^ 
653 

Castillegos, 153, 167 
Castro Goiizalo, 416 \ 

Catalonia, 122, 128., 24S,-.-0<«, 
505, 469, 658 
Caya, 151 * , 

Cebroncs, 416, 475 
Cherbourg, 85, 258 
Chaster, 721 
Chichester, 721 » 

Chili, 3tS> 

Cbnisi, 89 

Ciudad Rodrigo, 57, 61,93, 124, 
153, 247, 334, 482,518,532, 
541,553,574, 668 
Coa, 03, 124, 24"^ 477, 536, 
545, 571,66a_^——. 
Coblentirj^ r _ ^ 

Constantinople, 133 
Copenhagen, 232 
Cordova. 50, 55, 23, 284, 574 
(Jorfu, S6o ^52 
Corunna, 1.32, 551, 638 
Coventry, 721 
Cressey, 6.39 
Cuenca, 24t>, 236, .573 
• 

Deba, M6 

Denmark, 544, 366, 427, 727, 
750 

Derby, 797 
Diesma, 413 

Dorchest*, 604, 609, 794 
Drottningsholm, 287 
Dublin, 218, 456, 690, 714 
Dunkirl?, 87, 132 
Durance, 68 

•Ebro, 142, 240. 

Elbe, 63, 263 
lil B-3oar672 
El Cerro, liV"*, 

Elsa. 416, 475 





tUvu, 56,196, 133,164, 279 
Kms, 63, 263,370 
£ng^nd, 3, 7, 30, 38, 34, 63, 
69, 90, 101, in, 129, 146, 
168, 176, 181, 196,203,211, 
212, 227, 933, 247, 253, 257, 
276, 279, 289, 3p9, 321, 

3M, 34T#353, 368^ 4t)0,404, 
' 419, 444, 457, 481,3'22, 544, 
349, 556, 560,567, 572,586, 
391, 614, 650, 582, 717, 722, 
726, 742, 774, 788, 797, 798, 
620 • 

Europe, 3, 8, 65, 69, 79, 185, 
257, 267, q93, 385,'481,583, 
590, 646^73, 797 
Esjtijp; 61,335 I 

Essex, iilBi' . < 

F-stella, 95 ^ ' * 

Estrcmadura, 55, 147, 151, 163, 
282, 379, 471, 533, 574, 658 
Encipa el BoUon, 534 

Fareham, 684, 

Farigana, 437 
Fcrrol, 132 

Figueras, 95, 246,285,293, 0^1, 
469, 658 

Finland, 287 » 

Flanders, 713 ■' 

Floris d^irla, 247 
«FJorance, 88 

i»PIorida,S83, 726, 741, 813, 820 
FtusUing, 86, 252 
Fontainbleau, 189 
Fontoria, 246 
France, (Isle) 89 
France, 8, 38, 62, 80, 82, 91, 
93,99,118,120, 123,135,147, 

' 178, 224; 227, 233, 250, 35 i, 

257, 263, 276, 289,’509, 319, 
320, 338, 350, 353, 337, 402, 
404, 407, 410, 419, 443, 477, 
4S1, 553, 556, 570. 578, 585, 
589, 614, 648, 673. 682, 717, 
722, 726,»742, 773, 792, 798, 
829 ■ . ' 

Fred^rickshancn, 267 
Freneda, 672 
Frexada, 541 
Frome, 721 ‘ 

Fuente Guinaido, 533,*544, 574, 
669 

Fuente del Macstre, 126 
Fuentes de,Hoiioro, 57, 61, 531 
Fuente Roble, 124 ‘ 

Furcalhos, 031. . ^ 

Gafa, 471 
Gallegos, 61. 

Gallicia, 132, 224, 416, 476,487, 
538, 594, 668 
Genoa, 88, 741, 775 
Georgia, 824 
Germany, 63, 183 t 
Gibraltar, 300, 580, 678 
^'detta, Betera, 7.'53 i 

Got, 94, 413 J 

Goso, 526 

Greece, 185" . 

Grenada, 282, 379, ^13,471, 
573, -** 

Gtiadalaxara, 248 


I N D E X. 

Guadaloupe; 89 „ 

Guadiana, 32, 56, i25,147, 151, 
. 154.f 166, 223,5|49, 282, 379, 
412, 531, 573, 574, 672 
Guadix, 94, 413 
Guacil, 380 
Guernsey, 435, 440 

Halifax, 397, 817 
Hamburgh, 92. 570, 741, 775 
Hampshire, 19, 97, 301 
Hanover, 132, 263, 778 
Havre, 85 
Hay tie, 381, 471 
Helder, 132, 586 
Hita, 247 

Holland, 87, 201, 233, 278, 517, 
‘ 578,j586, 679,682, 741, 773 
Hoylake, 483 

Indies, (West) 333, 342, 352, 
551,651,683, 825 
India, 90, 352, 773 
Ionian Isles, 320, 350 
Iqualade, 241, 245, 284 
Ireland, 90, 193, gI5, 220, 456, 
521, Ct3, 682, 690, 705, 731, 

801, 8lV 

Italy, 63, 85, 201, 251, 775 

Jadsaque, 247 
Jacn, 282 
Jamaica, 324 
Jena, 89 
Java, 769 
Jazer, 413 
Jersey, 435,438 
Jurauienha, 151, 223 

Lit Gruz, 573 
LaLippe, 320, 350 
Languedoc, 85 
Las Piedras, 306 
L’Auhe, ^9' 

La Vendee, 785 
Ltf Vilaine, 87 
Leghonij 92 
Leicester, 797 

Leon, 132, 1.55,224, 246, 416 
iAiRfic.a, 223 
LcwCi., 5.<0 

1 .io^s, :,03 ^ ^ 

t.imosiii, 517,679 ‘■ 

J.isia, 670, 732 

Lisbon, 1‘.38, J52, 154, 167, *83, 

■ 481, 521, 55!, 555 
I.isbon, 649, 6S8, 082 
LiverjKiol, 4^1, ^30 
Llercna, 57^ l25 
Llubrcras, 416 
LObon, 379 < , t 

Ij>ndon, 10, 175, ISTj 236, 401, 
544, 560^ 60a, 786 
Lorca, 95 • 

L’Orleiit, 87 
1/is Santos, 57,124, fbO 
L’Ouitiiie, 88 
Lousiana, 828 • 

Loutli, 223 < 

Lubec?;, 5V0, 741 
Luneburg, 570 

Maestriebt. 88- 


Madrid, 125, ISl, 163, 244, 24F, 
282, 379,660,826 
Madrigal, 247 
Majorca, 158, 283 
Malaga, 573 
1}lalpartida, 671 
Malta, 525 
MaucancI, 380 
Manchester, 502 
Marengo, 745 • 

Marne, 89 
Marseilles, 92 •* 

Martiagu, 576 « 

Massachusetfi, 298 
Mattaro, 245 
Maurieiiuc, 88 

Mauritius, 118 , 

Mayence, 88 . . 

Mealfaada de Surdo, 61 
Medellin, 379 

Mediterraneau, 63, 90, 144,352, 
526, 589 

Merida, 56. 93, 125, 147, 155, 
248, 379, 539, 540 
Metz, 88 
Meu.se, 62 • 

Mexico, 258, 338, 433, 583; 775 
Milati, 88, 266 * • 

Minorca, 158 . * . 

Mississipi, 826 
Mobile, 320 
Modena, 775 
Montanches, 155 
Mont Conis, 88 
• Monte Hermosn, 380, 471 
Montevideo, .706 
.Montigo, 155,223 
Montserrat, 282 
Moraiejo, 38, 471 
Moras Vordes, 57 
Moflaix, 721, 798 
. Moteil, 413, 573 
Munster, 351 
Murcia, 94, 412, 574 
Murviedvo, 239, 670,'736, 764 
« 

Naples, 89, 399, 417, 443.453, 
487 _ 

Navarre, 95 <- 

Nave d'Aver, 57, 535 
Nice, 88 

Nicbla, 1.52, 155, 223, 283, 470 
Normandy, 682 
Northampton, 721 ' 

Norwich, 721 

Nottingham, 652..681, 721, 797 
Nova Scotia, 651 
[ New Orleans, 822 
New Valencia, 794 
New York, 145, 178, 181, 3S6,» 
‘ 341, 344, 545, 550, 552, 64?, 

1 _ ^62, 817 

Oise, 89 
Olivenza, 12/5 
Olot, 245, 305 
Oporto, 4g3, 551,554, 574 
dOrbigo.. 285 t 

Oreni^e, 476®. 

Oropesa, 671) 

Vstftj 85, 252, 577 

P8jcr,^576 



I N D E K, 


Palkmoc, Hi 

Palermo, 264, 400, 4S7, 443, 
451 572 

Pampciuna, 95, 247, 752 
Pantalleria, 399 

Par*, 32, 64, 86, 122, 146, 155, 
V77, 256, 774 
Parma, 88 
Pasture^ 534 
penAanaa, 224, 247 
Peni9Cola,£39 ^ 

Percies, 533 
Perdido, 828 ^ 

Perpignan? 502 
Peril, 258, 775 *• 

Fihiitz, 434 

Pinos del Rey, 573 

Placentia, 57, 93, 124, 380, 471, 

Plyraoutli, 798 
Po,'7l8 , 

Poictiers, 639 • 

Ponferrada, 476 * 

Pont du Bon, 87 • 

I’ortalegre, 153, 223, S49, 272, 
539, (jpi 

Port (■•’ Arclie, 89 • 

Portslnouth, 567 
Portugal, 32, 39, 50j 76, 125, 
132,..138, 147, 149, 161, 183. 
*2^, 232, 268, 272, 38^ 354, 
368,;579,^451, 470, 477, 481, 
:»13, 524, 5 :1, 532, 556, 5S3, 
593, 60‘), 671, 673, 68'!, 715, 
*717,722, 741,775, 799 * 

Pozo Alcoa, 413 
Presillas, 477 
Provence, 20) 

Prussia, ) 77, 263, 2SS, 389, 427, 
442, 773 , 

Pp<^>, 732 
Puente la Reina, 95 
Puente d’Orbigo, 416, 475 
“ • 

Quadrasayas, 532 
Quesadn, 41 j , 

Qujiieron, 1.52^ 

Quinta de Gramiclie, 32, 54 
Qu^a' St. Joao, 150, 323, 379 
_ Q^flWana Dejor, 246 « 
^intanilla del Valle, 246 

Ravenal, 476 • 

Regio de Ambroso, 476 
sRcndf^ 61 
Keuss, 284 
Rhine, 62, 87 * 

Khune, 87 • 

Riinhii, 88 
Rio Barbata, 413 
Rio Grande, 44C 
Aio Janeiro, 316,*467 
Rio Scco, 155« * • 

Rocltefort,%9 
Rolcia, 593, 638 
Kobleda, 535 , 

Rome, 63, 185 • 

Honda, 250, 573 
Ilonce, 87 * 

Rouen, 88 * • 

Boyston, 620 * 

Russia, 287, 418, 727 

■Subugat, 93, 576* 


Sagontum, 678, 732, 764, 786 
Salamanca, 61, 153,* 324, 334, 
484, 532, 341,574,668 
Salisbury, 1, 2, 65, 189 4 
Saiicon, 248 *' 

Sanguessa, 95 

Sanona, 249 

^anta Martha, 93, 126 

Saene, 87 

Sixony, 344, 427 

Scheldt, 63, 85, 90, 851,577 . 

Schoenbrun, 400 

Scotland, 196, 347 

Segorb«, 670, 733 

Seine, 86 

Seneja, 070 

Seville, 144, 166,850, 449, 573 
Sheffield, 721 

Sicily, 183, 868, 274, 398, 4 If, 
436, 437, 441, 451, 596, 572, 
jm.niS, 74^, 775 
Sierra das Mesas, 537 
Sierra de Bejar, 532 
Sierra Morena, 94, 282 
Silesja, 344 
Simplon, 63 
Soito, 60, 61, J^37 
Spain, 30, 32, 39, 51,7*, 90, 93, • 
b20, 123, 128, T32yp38, 147, 
149, 155, 161, 18< 189, 223, 
229. -237, 244, 253, 257, 268, 

. 272, 282, 293, 301, 309, 346, 

353, 568, 411, 412, 433, 442, 
447, 448, 449, 451, 467, 475, 
480, 481, 4ti0, 533, 5,72, 577, 
580, 583, 593, 609, 646, 650, 
6.55, 668, 678, 682, 715, 717, 
722,^32, 741, 76tf, 775, 783, 
796, 999 
Spezia, 88 
Spithead, 684 
Stadfai, 570 • 

St. Andero, 477 • 

* SL Aubin, 4.39 

St. Christoval, 32, .54, 127, 139 

.St. Domingo, 381, 471 

St. Felices, 531 • 

St. Kelier, 439 

St. Lucas, ^3, 379 * 

St. Marne, 89 • 

St, Martin de Torres, 416 
Sl Martin de Trebrjo, 380,471, 
475* • • * 

St. P^rsbuiplf, 145, 178,181 
St, Piedro, 223 ‘ 

St. Quintin, 87 , s 

St. Roch, 250, 580 
St. Spiritus, 533 , 

St. VinAmte, 22^ 

Sweden, 286, 287, 3fV '^27 
Switzerland, 517, 775 

*'* * • 

Tagus, 50, 93, §5. 124,151,248, 
471,477,574,668 
Talavera,^126, 379, 5fW, 638 
'Eamames* 575, 669 
Tarifia, 249 • 

Tarragona; 32,50, 82, 96, 121, 
128, 155, 189, 229, 237, 25.3, 

• 282, 658,784 

Tenebron, 533 . 

'' Temeuse, 87, 252 * 

< Texel, 85 

Tichfiedd, 684 • 


Tipperary, 222 

Toledo, 55 

Tip-biscan, 573 

Tormes, 50, 57 

Torre de Aguillee, 416 

Torre de Mouto, 151 * 

Toiycmacha, 671 

Torre l..ovefb 477 

Torres 80, IJS, 386, 534 

Tortosa, 967 • 

Toulon, 6.3, 89 

Trafne, . 

Travemende, 570 
Trieste, 92 * • 

Tristan de Cunha, 465 , 

Troyes, 89 
Truxillo, 151, 379 * 

Turin, 88 * 

Turkey, J83 ' * 

Tuscany, 741? WS 

ITbeda, 94, 413 
LTzana, 95 

Valdcras, 475 * 

Val de Oliva, 247 

Val de Uxo, 670 

Valencia, 95,123, 159, 239, 246, 

. 248, 262, 285, 574, 658, 732, 

. 7B4 

Valladolid, 1,53, 155, 223, 247, 

I 379,«471, 480, 54J, 

Vallettn* 526 
Varel, 570 

Velez de Benaudella, 573 \ 

Velez cl Rubio, 415 . 

Venezuela, 795 
I Venice, 63, 89 • , 

Venta de Babul, 94 
Venta del Haul, 413 
Vernon, 89 

Villa d’ Angas, 285 • 

Villa de Eipiia, 61 
V5lla de Rey, 223 
Villa Formusa, 60, 521 
Villa Franca, 240, 285, 47t), 374 
^Villa Major, 536 
Vi Hamer, 285 , 

Villa-querjida, 475. _ 

Vicque, Sii> 

Vienna, 134, 569 * 

Vierzo, 246 

Villa neiiva de Sitgps, 240 
Villa Velhi, 151 
Villaviciosa, 126, 152 
Vimiera, 593, 638 
Vittoria, 95, 153, 247 

Walchcren, 132 
Washington, 3fl4r341,*731 

Wesol, 88 

Weser, 63, 263, 570 
Westphalia, 801 • 

Whitehall, 380 
Winchestes, 684 
Windsor, 113 
Wootton Bassett, 760 

Xevora, ft5, 223 
Yonne, 89 

*afra, 155, 470, 541 
Zarza Major, 541 
ZcalanJ,^2 ^ 

Zugar, 415 

Znyder Zee, 90,^17 • 



LIST 


Ills M.AJESTY'S MI^flSTERS, 

1811 . 


CABINET MINISTERS. 

f. 

* - ^ 

£arl - - c- - - - - - Ixird President of the Council. 

Lord Eldon ---------- Lord High Chancellor. 

Earl of Westmorland Lord Privy Ifeal. 

Earl Bathurst - -- -- -- -- President of the Board of Trade. 

f First Lord of the Treasury (Prime Minister) 

n- 1 . TT o T> < / Chancellor and Under-Treasurer of i'se Ex- 

Riglit lion, Spencer Perceval .. c.. . .r. , 

, # chequer, also Chancellor ot the Duchy ot 

V Lancaster. 

flight Hon. Charles Philip Yorkc - - - First Lord of the Admiralty. 

Lord Mul(frave --- ----- - Master-General of the Ordnance. ^ . 

, Right Hon. Richard Ryder ----- S^relary of State for the Home Department. 

Marquis Wellesley ------- S^rctary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Earl «f Liverpool - Secretary of State for the Department of War 

, and the Colonies. 

NOT OF THE CABINET. 

«; « 

Bight IIou. Roliert Saunders Dundas (now | I^resident of the Board of Controul for the Af- 

Lord Melville).t- fairs of Indisi 

f Vice-President of the Board of Trade, and 
K,ShtHo..G™rg«B». - - - I Tr.«..te,orih.N.,>. 

Visc=i>nt Palmerston.- Secretary at War. 

^sd Charle^^meri^ Joint Paymaster-General of the Forces. 

Right Hon. Charles Long ----- 3 

I Joint Postmaster-Geneial. 

Edrl of Sandwich ‘ - 3 . » * 

Richard Wharton, esq..‘Ise^etarics to the Treaauiy. 

Charles Arbuthnot, esq. - - - - n. - 3 

Sir William Grant - Master of the Rolls. 

Sir Vicary eSfe--* j - *■ - - - . - - • Attorn«:y-GeneraI. 

Sir Thomas Plomer j ^ Solicitor-General. 

PfiRSONS* IN THE MiMSTRY OF IrBLAI|». 

t « 

Duke of Richmond ..*- Lord lieutenant. 

Lord Manners - Lq^'d High Chamwllor. , 

.flight Hon. W. WeUesley Pole - - - - | Chief Secretary, and ^ 

4 Chaacellor of t^e Exchequer. 

• ‘ / t 





















